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A^«  $6-^^f  ^e  6et  (tfodtioe  of  «!( Oe  pin^if^iBt  tikes  in  the  qdaitext 
cdAig  jfu^iiry  5,  to  OAobefr  io«  179;,  diftirig^lhing  e&th'  qiiiiter^ 
fj-i-^  ditto,  Jafti^ity  5»  to  06lote  16/  1796,  daKngviftuiig  elch 
tptttta^  77-^-of  the  RecriptB  i|nd  Fayment^  iiAde,  or  to  be  mtide,  by 
the  Eail-India|  Company^  fion;i  March  i,  1796/ to  Mareh  li  17^7* 
I J  j-ftK>f  the  nbt  produce  of  pmiyu^nt  Taaet  which  fsbfifled  pieviom 
to  Janoary  ;» 1 7^1,  in  the  yea^  C^ing  4Pth  O^ber,  1795  and  1 79^ 
f 34r-of  the  old  dvLty  on  Britift  Sfin^,^  toOC^iei  10, 1795,  134-* 
of  ditto  for  three  yean,  ending  Q^ber  10,  1794^  diftingoiihing^^b 
year,  and  of  ditto  for  the  year,  endbg  Odober  io,  179$*  ^SS"^^ 
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Majefty's  Reply,  62-^AddTd&  to  His  Majefty  fiir  his  Meflagetefpedtinj^ 
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Ditto  on  the  Malmelbury  Committee,  i97-«-Ditto  on  theCametfind, 
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the  iSouthwark,  415— Dittp  q^i  |be  pownton,  614-^Ditto  on  the 
dnterbary  and  Tewkea>afy^  622-:^Citt9  on  ^le  CarUfl^  623^^ 
Ditto  OA  (he  Cotchefter,  735 

Commons,  Hooie  of s  acoReftlift, at  tl|^  openiiy  qf  Buliament,  12 

Com,  Mr.  Alderman  Lofliington  moves  tot  a  Committee  to  inveftigatt 
the  amoont  of  loffes  ihibuned  by  merchants  importmg  Com  at  a  timo. 
of  fcarcity,  &c.  614 
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Eaft  Indies^  Debate  on  Mr. Secretary  Dandai*t  opeiung  the  Eaft-India 
Bs4p|»  490-rOn  J4k  Bi4diiIpb*a.aiQ|i««fer  Qopies  of  the  Vtftn, 
ice*  fef  dfabUfliing  nem  Qinrtt  of  Ciiminal  JniUca  in  Bengal^  te. 

Fayette,  General;  Debate  oaCenenl  Fltspatiick't  motion  fi>r  Gcneial 

La  fayette't  tiberation,  417  '       * 
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Jervi«,  Sir  John ;  Debate  on  voting  him  the  Thanks  of  the  Honfe  for 
his  condaA  on  the  14th  of  Febniary,  as  wdl  at  to  the  Adtaiirals, 
Officers,  Sec.  Sec.  under  his  command,  739 
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Spain^  328— Meflage  for  the  vigorous  profecution  of  the  War^  if  hit 
Negotiations  for  Peace  ihoiild  £d]>  461 — Debate  on  it»  462— M^^^ge 
infernring  the  Houfe  that  the  Negotiations  fo/  Peace  were  broken  off". 
524 — Debate  on  the  dsLj  for  cosfidering  the  Meflage,  525^^  529—^ 
Debate  on  in  562— Meflage  refpe^ting  the  ftay  of  P^}ic  Crpdlt.  ^. 
.^Ikmverfati^n  on  the  Cutjt,  642-^Debitc  on  it,  655 

•  *   '^      . 

laudvda]^  Eirl  «f ;  Ins  FV^mAs  i|^  tb^ckaitMi  «C  a»fi|^tc«(^Jtaer» 
ibt  Scotland^  1B<»  *  •        #      '  '•  , 

Lordiy  Hoaie  of;  a  eorreA  Lift,  at  the  opening  of  Parliament,  r<^— 
Defire  the  Commons  to  ehufe  a  Speaker^  25— Approve  of  the  choice  of 
the  Commons  in  their  Speaktr^  3d 

M.  .' 

,•    *'  •.     *.  .  • 

Maroon  Negroes;  Debate  refpe^g  them,  127 

Militia ;  Debate  on  Mr.  Pitt's  motion  for  augmenting  it,  S8 — ^The  Hoofe 
in  a  Committee  on  it,  137— Debate^  it,  177,  197,  205— 'Debate on 
the  motion  to  amend  the  Militia  Aft,  349,  $19,  521 

Minority,  lift  of,  on  the  njotion  for  deferring  the  Report  of  the  Hefolir- 
tions  of  the  Committee  of  Supply,  324— -On  Mr.  Fox's  motion  for 
oenfuring  Minifters  for  advancing  Money  without  the  confent  of  Par* 
liament,  4x4— On  Mr.  Fox's  amendment  to  the  Addrefs  for  the  con- 
t^uance  of  the  War,  b^o^^^OxK  Mu  Shcridsin's  amendment  rcfpe^g. 
the.Qxidber  of  .Pr^y  Council  renting  to  the  affi^irs  of  the  Bank,  693— 
On  Mr.  Fox's  motbn  to'  ^{^inc  a  Commiltec  to  inqiiice  into  tbt 
cauf^s  which  produced  the  Order  of  Council  of  the  26th  of  February, 
733— On  Mr,  Whi^bread'i^  motion  to  inquire  into  the  conduA  of 
Minifters  with  regard  to  the  attempt  of  the  French  to  invade  Ire- 
land, 778 

Money ;  Debate  on  Mr.  Fox's  motion  that  Unifiers  having  fcnt  money, 
out  of  the  kingdom  without  the  conient  of  Rirliament,  had  violated 
the  privileges  of  the  Houfe,  &c»  359 


Morris,  Aleacander,  oxdertd  into  the  cuftod/  of  the  Serjeant  at  Arms  fiir 
difobeying  the  fommons  of  the  Cdmmittee  on  the  Southwark  Eledion, 
A37r-<;yaininri  bjf  the  Spwkn, .  2j4-*4>fdemd  to  be.  QObiftitteil  la 
^cwgfUc,  3^  QffiWri  to  bn  bi(Hi||it'bcfQitthcHQiifei  j[>zj««-dir- 
charged>.528 

.  ■*       N. 

NdAMi,  Ad«mr«!,  the  tlhmks'of  the  Uonfe  voftej  to  him  fot  his  conduft 
on  l6e  iJ^^Hii  fAruary,  ^45 

Notes;  Mr.  William  BirT  moves  Yo  fiif^d  tRe  operation  of  two  adb 
prohibipng  the  i$up|LO^  fi&aU  pgomiflbrvngtcs,  ^»  £95 — ^Debate 
•a  dKc  fecona  n£d!nel*?^4.— <Mi  Ae'lifflfd  iSduiti:.  716 
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Parka.  Admiral  WilUaqp..  thetl^ttiks  of  the  Houie  voted  to  hiA  fitt  his 
^ndn^  on  the.  14th  of  February,  745 

PetiMom  GOflipIn^iog  of  nadjie.  ekdioss,  io  what  manner  ;o  bt  oCRw 
fideredy  S4«-of  George  Tieraey,  Efq.  againft  the  retom  for.  Soiitb> 
warlCf  fW.-^of  Lord  Prefton  and  Robert  Adair»  Efq,  againfl  the  re- 
turn for  Camelfovd,  58-—of  Mr.  Wrightfon  againft  the  return  (or 
Downton,  63-— ftom  the  Freeholders  of  Downton  againft  the  xe- 
torn,  6^— ^-Speech  of  Mr.  Pitt  recommendmg  the  mode  of  con- 
fidering  the  Petitions,  87— — Pfeotion  from  George  Tieincy,  Efq. 
apioft.^  the-  xftnra  fof  Southwark^  a43-*^^«gainft  Ae.  ckMon.  &)f. 
Fiintfhire,  253 

Pogci  O^liate 6a  Mr.  Fiu'^  mocioniar  leave  s&  bring  inr  at  bill.ibc  the- 
better  fupport  of  the  Poor,  5i7r-Debatci>n  tfaetbiJl,  61 1,  654. 
Pcotefts—^tf  Lattdcrdalo. 


Quakers ;  Debate  on  Mr.  Serjeant  Adair's  motion  refpe^ing  them»  84— 
Coovesiatioa  on  the  &me,  6r6'»^J>gbatc  4>ir  tho.  motion  for  a  Coap 
mittee  on  the  UU,  6251  783^ 
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R. 

ft     j 

Heport  of  the  Committee  appoiiited  to  inquire  ixico  the  State  of 
Banki,  747^  784 — Mr.  Ktt  moyes  to  have  tteti  taken  into  ocm- 

fideratioD,  785— Debate  on  the  fame^  795 

S. 

Sottthwark'  Ekdion  Pedtion  decided,  «4i*i— Go«vctfittioo  nfycOSng 
the  means  dfed  to  keep  evidence  from  the  Comipitte^  294— Mo- 
tion to  delay  the  ballot  on  the  Southwark  Eledtiom  ^j/^Do^ifiaa 
of  the  Committee,  509-^Petillon  agaihft  M4  Tierncy't  retuin,  and 
debate  on  it,  617      * 

Spam ;  Meflage  from  the  IQi^ftatsng  the  deelaxmdon  of  Witr  on  tht  p^t 

of  Spain,  328 — Declaration  of  the  Coutt  of  Sptio  i^ainft  Qhemt 

Britain,  32IS— Anfwer  to  ditto,  330 
Speaker ;  Debate  on  propofing  a  Speaker,  a5— The  Speakei^t  Speech  oa 

being  chofen,  30— his  Speech  on  bebg  approved  by  Hit  MajcSy,  3 1 

mJim  Speech  on  reprimanding  Alexander  Morris^  ;t2 

Statutes ;  Mr.  Abbott  moves  for  a  Committee  to  cbnfider  of  the  moft 
eflfe£hial  mode  of  promulgating  the  Statutes,  i03-*)bAer  of  tbe 
Committee,  205 

Supply;  the  Houfe  in  a  Committee  of,  82,  122,  140^  161,  249,  472'^ 
483,  516^  ^ 

T. 

Taylor,  Mr.  M.  A.,  complains  of  his  fpeech  m  the  Hode  bang  mifie- 
pceiented  in  a  newfpaper,  415 

ThompTon,  Admiral^  the  Thanks  of  the  Hode  voted  to  him  for  his  . 
conduct  on  the  14th  of  February,  745 

Trials ;  Mr.  ^oke  moves  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  regulatbg  the  trials  on 
oertain  anions  and  indictments,  &c.  247 

w. 

Waldcgrave^  Admiral,  the  Thanks  of  the  Houfc  voted  to  him  for  hi^    * 
condua  on  tbe  14th  of  February,  745  \ 


INDEX  TO  THE  FIRST  VOLUME, 


XT 


Wet  Docks ;  the  London  Wet-^ock  Bill  read  a  firft  time,  5:11  $— CooYcr. 
fation  rdpefttng  Wet  Docks,  612,  613 

WodhsU'8»  Mr.,  Letter  to  the  Earl  of  Sootfaampton  lefpeAing  his 
Htuation  as  Depntjr  Lieatenant  of  that  coanty^  526?-— Convecfadoii 
•n  the  £uae^  326M^CoQTcrfatioa  on  the  fiuoe  refitmed,  34^ 
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THE 


HISTORY 


OF     THE 


PROCEEDINGS  and  DEBATES 


OF     THE 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS, 

In  the  FIRST  SESSION  of  the 
J^ighteenth  Parliament  of  Great  Britain, 

Appointed  to  be  holden  at  Westminster, 
On  Tuesday,  the  27th  of  September,   1796, 


The  following  are  correB  LISTS  of  BOTH  HOUSES  of  RARLI-^ 
AMENTy  fummoncd  to  meet  on  Tuesday  the  %']th  of  Sep- 
tember, 1796. 

Speaker,  the  R.  H.  ALEXANDER  Lord  LOUGHBOROUGH. 

(Hr  Thofe  with  this  mark,  *  under  age.    %  Roman-Catholic  Peers. 

PEERS  OF  the  blood  ROYAL,  4. 

Xl.  R.  H.  George- Auguftus-Frederic,   Prince  of  Wales,  Duke  • 
of  Cornwall  and  Rothfay,  Earl  of  Chefter  and  Carrie,  Eledoral 
Prince  of  Brunfwic-Luncnburgh,   Baron  of  Renfrew,  Lord  of 
the  Ifles,  Great  Steward  of  Scotland 

H.  R;  H.  Frederic,  D.  of  York  and  Albany,  E.  of  Ulfter  in 
Ireland       *' 

H.  R.  H.  Wm.  Hen.  D.  of  Clarence  and  St.  Andrews,  E»  of 
Munfter  m  Ireland  ' 

H.  R.  H.  Wm.  Hen.  D.  of  Glouceftcr  and  Edinburgh,  E.  of 
Connaught  in  Ireland.  •  . 

Vot.  L  B 


2  PARLIAMENTARY  [Commons^ 

DUKES,  19,  . 

Chg.  Howard,  D.  of  Norfolk,  E.  of  Surrey 

Edward  Adolphus  Seynioui:>  D.  of  Somerfet,  Ld.  Seymour 

Charles  Lenox,  D.  of  Richmond,  E.  of  March,  D.  of  Lenox  in 

Scotland 
Auguftus  Henry  Fitzroy,  D.  of  Grafton,  E.  of  Eufton 
Henry  Somerfet,  D.  of  Beaufort,  M.  of  Worccfter 
Aubrey  Beauclerc,  D.  of  St.  Alban*s,  E.  of  Burford 
Francis  Olbornc,  D.  of  Leeds,  M.  of  Carmarthen,  V.  Dumblain 

in  Scotland 
Francis  Ruffcll,  D.  of  Bedford,  M.  of  Taviftoc 
Wm.  CavendiQx,  D.  of  Devonfhire,  Marq.  of  Hartington 
^  Geo.  Spencer,  D.  of  Marlborough,  M.  of  Blandford 
*  John  Henry  Manners,  D.  of  Rutland,  M.  of  Granby 
Douglas  Hamilton,  D.  of  Brandon,  Ld.  Dutton  and  Hamilton, 

Duke  of  Hamilton  in  Scotland 
Brownlow  Bertie^  D.  of  Ancaftcr  and  Keftcvcn,  M.  of  Lindfey 
Wm.  Hen.  Cavcndifli  Bcntinck,  D.  of  Portland,  M.  of  Titchfield 
Wm.  Montagu,  D.  of  Manchcfter,  V.  Mandevillc 
Fred.  Sackville,  D.  of  Dorfet,  E.  of  Middlefex 
Francis  Egerton,  D^  of  Bridgewater,  M.  of  Bracley 
John  Pclham,  D.  of  Newcaftle,  E.'of  Lincoln,  B.  Say  and  Clinton 
Hugh  Percy,  D.  of  Northuipberland,  E.  Percy. 

•       '      MARQUISES,   II. 

Francis  Geoi^ge  Powlct,  M.  of  Wincheftcr,  E.  of  Wiltfhirc 

Geo.  Grenvillc  Nugent  Temple,  M.  of  Buckingham,  E.  Temple, 

E.  of  Nugent  iq  Ireland 
William  Petty,  M.  of  Landfdown,  E.  of  Wycombe,  E.  of  Shcl- 

bume  in  Ireland 
Gjranvillp  Levefon  Gower,  M.  o£  Stafford,  E.  Gower. 
Gcoige  Townflicnd^  M,  Townlhcnd 
James  Cecil,  M.  of  Saliibury,  V.  Cranhom 
Thomas  Thynne,  M.  of  Bath,  V-  Weymouth 
John  James  Hamilton,  M.  of  Abercorn,   V.  Hanukon,  E.  of 

Abercorn  in^ Scotland,  and  V.  Strabane  in  Ireland' 
Charles  Comwallis,  M.  Comwallis*  V^  Brome 
Francis  Seymour,  M.  and  E.  of  Hertford,  E.  of  Yarnlo^tb*  Lord 

Conway  in  Ireland 
John  Stuart,  M.  of  Bute,  E.  of  Windfor,  £•  of  Bute  in  ScQll^ml. 
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EARLS,  88.  \ 

X  Charles  Talbot,  E.  of  Shrewfbury,  Ld.  Talbot,  E.  of  Water- 

ford  and  Wexford  in  Ireland 
Edw.  Smith' Stanley,  E.  of  Derby,  Ld.  Stanley 
Greorgc  Auguftus  Herbert,  E.  of  Pembroke  and  Montgomery,  Ld. 

Herbert 
John  Howard,  E.  of  Suffolk  and  Bcrklhire,  V.  AhdoVer 
Henry  Cecil,  E.  of  Exeter,  Ld-  Burleigh 
Spencer  Compton,'E.  of  Northampton,  Ld.  Compton 
Bafil  Fielding,  E.  of  Denbigh,  V.  Fielding,  E.  of  Dcfmond  in 

Ireland 
John  Fane,  E.  of  Wcftmorland,  Ld.  Biirgherfli 
Charles  Henry  Mordaunt,  E.  of  Peterborough  and  Monmouth, 

V.  Mordaunt 
Geo.  Harry  Grey,  E.  of  Stamford  and  E.  of  Warrington,  L.  Grey 

of  Groby 
George  Finch,  E.  of  WJnchelfea  and  Nottingham,  V.  Maidftonc 
Philip  Stanhope,  E.  of  Chefteriield,  Ld.  Stanhope 
Sackvillc  Tufton,  E.  of  Thanet,  Ld.  Tufton 
John  Montague,  E.  of  Sandwich,  V.  Hinchinbrook 
Wm.  Anne  Holies  Capel,  E.  of  Effex,  V.  Maiden 
James  Brudenell,  E.  of  Cardigan,  Lord  BrudeneU 
Frederic  Howard,  E.  of  Carlifle,  V.  Morpeth 
Hen.  Scott,  E.  of  Doncafter,  Ld.  Tyndale,   D.  of  Buccleugh  in 

Scotland 
Ant.  Afhlcy  Cooper,  E.  of  Shaftefbury,  Ld.  Afhley 
Fred.  Auguftus  Berkeley,  E.  of  Berkeley,  V.  Durfley 
Willoughby  Bertie,  E.  of  Abingdon,  Ld.  Norreys 
Henry  Noel,  E.  of  Gainlborough,  V.  Campden 
Other  Windfar  Hickman,  E.  of  Plymouth,  Ld.  Windfor 
Geoige  Augdfta  Lumley   Saunderfon,     £.    of  Scarbrough,    V. 

Lumley,  V.  Lumley  in  Ireland 
Wm.  Henry  Naflau  de  Zuleftein,  E.  of  Rochford,  V.  Tunbridge 
Wm.  Charles  Keppel,  E.  of  Albemarle,  V.  Bury 
Geo.  Wm.  Coventry,  E.  of  Coventry,  V.  Dcerhurft 
Geo.  Buffy  Villiers,  E.  of  Jerfey,  V.  Villicrs 
John  Poulett,  E.  Poulctt,  V.  Hinton 
Geo.  James  Cholmondeley,  E.  Cholmondeley,  V.  Malpas,   V. 

Cholmondeley  in  Ireland 
Edward  Harley,  E.  of  Oxford  and  E.  Mortimer,  Ld.  Harley    . 
Robert  Shirley,  E.  Ferrers,  V.  Tamworth 
Frederic  Thongs  Went  worth,  E.  of  Strafford,  V.  Wentworth, 
and  B.  Raby. 
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William  Legge,  E.  of  Dartmouth,  V.  Lewi(ham 

Cha.  Bcnnct,  E.  of  Tankervillc,  L.  Offulfton 

Hfincage  Finch,  E.  of  Aylesford,  L.  Gucrnfey 

Fred.  Hcrvey^  E.  of  Brirfol,  L.  Hervcy,  Bifhopof  Deny  in  Ireland 

Henry  Yelverton,  E.  of  Siiflex,  V.  Longueville 

*Geoi^e  Aiiguftus  Cowper,  E.  Cowper,  V.  Fordwich 

Charles  Stanhope,  E.  Stanhope,  V.  Mahon 

Rcbert  Sherard,  E.  of  Harborough,   Ld.  Sherard,   Ld.  Leitrim  in 

Ireland 
i3eorge  Parker,  E.  of  Macclesfield,  V.  Parker 
George  Fermor,  E.  of  Pomfret,  Ld.  Lemfter 
James  Graham,   E.  Gji^aham,   Ld.  Graham,   D.  of  Montrofe  in 

Scotland 
John  Kerr,  E.  Kerr,  Ld.  Kerr,  D.  of  Roxburgh  in  Scotland 
*John  James  Waldegrave,  E.  Waldegrave,  V.  Chewton 
Jn.  Aftiburnham,  E.  of  Aihbumham,  V.  St.  Afaph 
?.ichard  Howard,  E.  of  Effingham,  Ld.  Howard 
Horatio  Walpole,  E.  of  Orfor<J,  V.  Walpolc 
Charles  Stanhope,  E.  of  Harrington,  V.  Petcriham   v 
John  Wallop,  E.  of  Portfmouth,  V.  Lymington 
Geo.  Grevile,  E.  Brooke  and  Warwick,  Ld.  Brooke 
Geo!|gc  Hobart,  E.  of  Buckinghamfhire,  Ld.  Hobart 
W.  W.  Fitzwilliam,  E.  Fitzwilllam,  V.  Milton  > 

Geo.  Edw.  Henry  Arthur  Herbert,  E.  of  Powis,  V.  Ludlow 
Geo.  Wyndham,  E.  of  Egremont,  Ld.  Cockermouth 
Geo.  Simon  Harcourt,  E.  Harcourt.  V.  Nuheham 
George  Auguftus  North,  E.  of  Guilford,  Ld.  North 
Philip  Yorke,  E.  of  Hardwicke,   V.  Hoyfton 
Wm.  Harry  Vane,  E.  of  Darlington,  V.  Barnard  . 
Henry  Bcllafyfe,  E.  of  Fauconbei^,  Ld.  Bellafyfe 
Henry  Thomas  Fox,  E.  of  Ilchcfter,  Ld.  Stayordalc 
John  Richard  Weft,  E.  De  Lawar,  V.  Cantalupe 
Jacob  Pleydell  Bouveric,  E.  of  Radnor,  V.  Folkeftone 
Geo.  John  Spencer,.  E.  Spencer,  V.  Alihorp 
John  Pitt,  E.  of  Chatham,  V.  Pitt 
Henry  Ba'thurft,  E.  Bathurft,  Ld.  Apfley 
Arthur  Hill,  E.  of  Hilliborough,  V.  Fairford,  M.  of  Down(hire  in 

Ireland 
Thomas  Brudcncll  Bruce,  E.  of  Aylefbury,  Ld.  Bruce 
Thomas  Villiers,  E.  of  Clarendon,  Lord  Hyde 
Henry  Nevill,  E.  of  Abergavenny,  V.  Nevill 
Geo.  Townfliend  Ferrars,  Earl  of  Lcicefter,  Lord  de  Fcrrars 
Henry  Bayley  Paget,  E.  of  Uxbridge,  L.  Paget 
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James  Lowthcr,  E.  of  Lonfdale,  V.  Lonfdale  and  Lowthcr 
Alexander  Gordon^  E.  of  Norwichi  Ld.  Gordon,  D.  of  Gordon  in 

Scotland 
♦Charles  Chetwyhd  Talbot  Chetwynd,  E.  Talbot,  V.  Ingcftrie 
Rd.  Grofvenor,  E.  Grofvenor,  V.  Belgrave 
Edward  Huffey  Montagu,  E.  Beaulieu,  Ld.  Montagu  / 

John  JefFerics  Pratt,  E.  Camden,  V.  Bajham 
John  Murray,  E.  and  B.  Strange,  D.  of  Alhol  in  Scotland 
Richard  Howe,  E.  Howe,  V.  and  L.  Howe,  V.  Howe  in  Ireland 
4     Riirfiard  Edgcumbe,  E.  of  Mount- Edgcumbe,  V.  Vallctort 
Hugh  Fortefcuc,  E.  Fortefcue,  V.  Ebrington 
Edward  Digby,  E.  of  Digby,  V.  Golcfliill,  Ld.  Digby  in  Ireland 
Algernon  Percy,  E.  of  Bcvcrlej',  Ld.  Lovaine  ^ 
Jofeph  Darner,  E.  of  Dbrcheftcr,  V,  Milton,  L.  Milton  in  Ireland 
David  Murray,   E.  of  Mansfield,   Lord  Murray,  V.  Stormont.  in 

Scotland 
Hcrfry  Herbert,  Earl  of  Carnarvon,  Lord  Porcheftcr 
Charles  Jehkinfon,  Earl  of  Liverpool,  Lord  Hawkclbuiy 

VISCOUNTS,   14. 

George  Devereux,  Vifcount  Hereford 
Geo.  Richard  St- John,  V.  Bollngbroke  and  St-John 
Geo.  Evelyn  Bofcawen,  Vifcount  Falmouth 
George  Byngc,  Vifcount  Torrington 

'  Wm.  Rob.  Fitzgerald,  V.  Leinfter,  D.  of  Leinftcr  in  Ireland 
Thomas  Noel,  V.  Wentworth 
William  Courtenay,  Vifcount  Courtenay 
^    William  Ward,  Vifcount  Dudley  and  Ward  ^ 

Charles  Maynard,  Vifcount  Maynard 
Thomas  Hampden,  Vifcount  Hampden 
Charles  Sack'ville  Germain,  Vifcount  Sackville 
Thomas  Townfhend,  Vifcount  Sidney 
Samuel  Hood,  Vifcount  Hood,  Lord  Hood  in  Ireland 
Charles  Medowe  Pierrepoint,  Vifcount  Newark,  Baron  Pierrepoint 

BARONS,  no. 

Edward  Southwell,  Lord  De  Clifford 

Thomas  Stapleton,  Lord  Le  Dcfpenccr 

Geoige  Tuchet,  Lord  Audlcy 

Robert  George  William  Trefufis,  Lord  Clinton 

j:Char]es  Philip  Srourton,  Lord-Stourton 

John  Peyto  Verney,  Lord  Willoughby  dc  Broke 

♦Gcoige  William  Frederic  Oiborne,  Lord  Coniers 
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Henry  Btaachatnp  Sc- Jdin,  Lord  Sc  John  6f  BletTo 

Jdm  Griffin  Griffin,  Lord  Howard  and  Braybrooke 

^Robert  Edward  Pctrc,  Lord  Pctrc 

Gregory  Twifleton,  Lord  Say  and  Sele 

tt:  Henry  Arundel,  Lord  Arundel 

John  Bligh,  Lonl  Clifton^  Eail  of  Darnley  in  Ireland 

^Charles  Dormer^  Lord  Dormer 

Henry  Roper,  Lord  Teynham 

William  Byron,  Lord  Byron 

William  Craven,  Lord  Craren  * 

:(Charles  Cliflbrd,  Lord  Qiffiird 

Edffi.  Bo]de,  Lord  Boyle,  Earl  of  Corioe  and  Ontry  in  Irdand 

Robert  Auriol  Drummond  Hay,  Lord  Hay,  Earl  of  Kinnoull   in 

Scotland 
Henry  Willoughby,  Lord  Middkton 
George  Onflow,  Lord  Onflow  and  Cranley 
Charles  Marfham,  Lord  Romncy 
Charles  Sk»ne  Cadogan,  Lard  Cadogan 
•Peter  King,  Lord  King 
Jdin  Monfon,  lx>rd  Monfen 
Thomas  Bromley,  Lord  Montfert 
John  How,  Lord  Ched worth 
Edwin  Sandys,  Lord  Sandys 

Frederic  Ponfonby,  Lord  Ponfonby,  Eafl  of  Beflmoog^  in  Irdand 
Horatio  Walpole,  Lord  Walpole 
Henry  Stawell  Bilfon  Legge,  Lord  Stawctt 
Lewis  Thomas  Watfon,  Lord  Sondes 
•Thomas  Weddell  Robinfbn,  Lord  Grandum 
Nath.  Curzon,  Lord  Scarfdale 
Frederic  Irby,  Lord  Bofton 
Thomas  Pelham,  Lord  Pdham 
Henry  Kichard  Fox,  Lord  Holland 
John  James  Perceval,  Lord  Lovel  and  Holland,  Earl  of  Egmortt 

in  Jreland 
Geoi^ge  Venables  Vernon,  Lord  Vernon 
Francis  Reynolds  Morton,  Lord  Ducie 
John  Campbell,  Lord  Sundrige,  Duke  of  Atgyl  in  Scotland 
Martin  Bladin  Hawke,  Lord  Hawke 
JefFcry  Amhcrft,  Lord  Amherft 
Brownlow  Cuft,  Lord  Browlow 
George  Pitt,  Lord  Rivers 
Natb.  Ryder,  Lord  Hanowby 
•William  Thomas  Foley,  Lord  Foley 
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^ward  Thurlow,  Lord  Thurlcm  ^  . 

Alexander  Wedderbum,  Lord  Longhboiough 

George  De  Cardonnal,  Lord  Dyncvor 

Xhomas  De  Grey,  Lord  Walfii^ham 

William  Bagot,  Lord  hagoi 

Cha.  Fltzioy,  Lord  Southampton 

'^Richard  Banre  Dunnii^gy  Lord  Aihburton 

VTillism  Norton,  Lord  Grandiey 

George  Rodney,  Lord  Rodney 

Fraacis  Rawdon  Haftings,  Lord  R^wdon,  Earl  of  Moirsi  in  Ireland 

Thomas  Pitt,  Lord  Camelfbrd, 

Henry  Frederic  Carteret,  Lord  Carteret 

Edward  Eliot  Craggs,  Lord  Eliot 

Thomas  James  Bulkeley,  Lord  Bulkeley,  Vif.  Bolkeley  in  Ireland 

Thomas  Egerton,  Lord  Grey  De  Wilton 

Charles  Cocks,  Lord  Somers 

John  Parker,  Lord  Boringdon 

Thomas  Noel  Hill,  Lord  Berwick 

James  Dutton,  Lord  Sherborne 

^Henry  James  Montagu  Sc0t,  Lord  Montagu 

William  Douglas,  Lord  Douglas,  Duke  of  Queen(beny  in  Scotland 

George  de  la  Poer  Beresfbrd,  L.  Tyrone,  M.  of  Waterford  in  Ireland 

Richard  Boyle,  Lord  Careleton,  Earl  of  Siiannon  in  Ireland 

John  HufTey  Delaval,  Lord  Dclaval,  Lord  Delaval  in  Ireland 

Harbord  Harbord,  Lord  Suffield 

Guy  Carieton,  Lord  Dorchefter 

Francis  Auguftus  Eliott,  Lord  Heathfield 

Lloyd  Kenyon,  Lord  Kenyon 

James  Harris,  Lord  Malmeibury 

Arthur  Chichefter,  Lord  Filherwick,  M.  of  Donegall  in  Ireland 

James  DufF,  Lord  Fife,  Earl  of  Fife  in  Ireland 

J;uiies  Bucknall  GrimAon>  Ld*  Verulam,  V.  Grimfton  in  Ireland 

Archibald  Douglas,  Lord  Douglas,  of  Douglas 

Hcniy  Gage,  Lord  Gage,  Vifcoupt  Gage  in  Ireland 

William  Wyndham  Grcnville,  Lord  Grenvillc 

Geoige  Dou^as^  Loid  Douglas,  Elarl  of  Morton  in  Scodand 

William  Eden,  Lord  Auckland,  Lord  Auckland  in  Ireland 

John  Fitzpatrick,  L.  Upper  Offory,  E.  of  Upper  Offciy  in  Ireland 

Edward  Qive,  Lord  Clive,  Lord  Clive  in  Ireland 

Henry  Plupps,  Lord  Mulgrave,  Lord  Mulgrave  in  Ireland 

William  Henry  Lyttelton,  Ld.  Lyttclton,  Ld.  Weftcote  in  Ireland 

Wdbot«  ElUs  Lord  Mendip 

Henry  Bridjgeman,  Lord  Bradford 
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James  Pcachcy,  Lord  Selfey 
Thomas  Dundas,  Lord  Dundas  • 

Aftieton  Curzon,  LordCurzon 

Charles  Andcrfon  Pclham,  Lord  Yarborough  » 

Francis  Stewart,  Lord  Stewart,  Earl  of  Moray  in  Scotland 
John  Stewart,  Lord  Stewart,  Earl  of  Galloway  in  Scotland 
James  Stopfbrd,  Lord  Saltersford,  Earl  of  Courtoj?n  in  Ireland 
Geo.  Macartney,  Lord  Macartney,  Earl  of  Macartney  in  Ireland 
John  Ch.  Burton,  Lord  Dawnay,  Vifcount  Downe  in  Ireland 
Geo.  Broderick,  Lord  Broderick,  Vifcount  Midleton  in  Ireland 
Alexander  Hood,  LordBridport 
John  Rous,  Lord  Rous 
*Henry  Gough  Calthorpc,  Lord  Calthorpe 
Peter  Burrell,  Lord  Gwydir  " 
Francis  Baflett,  Lord  de  Dunflanville 
Edward  Lafcelles,  Lord  Harewood 
John  Rolle,  Lord  RoUc 
John  Campbell,  Lord  CaWdor. 

SCOTS  PEERS,   16.     Eleaed  July  ^,   1796. 

Geoi^ge  Hay,  Marquis  and  Earl  of  Twecdale,  Earl  Giflbrd,  Vifcount 

Wallden,  Lord  Yeftcr 
George  Hay,  Earl  of  Enrol  t,  Baron  Hay 

t  The  Earl  of  Lauderdale  entered  the  three  following  Protefis  againft 

the  Ele£lim  : 

I. 

I  James,  Earl  of  Lauderdale,  do  hereby  proteft.  That  the  Clerks  of 
SefTionj  officiating  at  this  ele^on  of  a  Peer  to  fit  in  the  enfuing  Parlia- 
ment, (hall  not  receive  the  votes  of  any  Peer  of  Scotland,  created  a  Peer  of 
Great  Britain  (ince  the  Union,  and  not  having  in  his  perfon  an  Englifh 
Peerage  created  before  that  period,  for  the  following,  amongft  other, 
reafons : 

That  it  is  inconfiflent.with  the  law  and  conflitotion  of  this  country, 
and  with  every  principle  of  Rcprefentatlon  by  elc£tion,  as  alfo  with  the 
true  intent  and  meaning  of  the  2  2d  article  of  the  Union,  and  of  the  8th 
ad  of  the  Parliament  of  Scotland  1707,  confirmed  in  the  Parliament  of 
England,  and  declared  by  both  to  be  equally  valid,  as  if  it  had  been  en- 
groffed  in  the  Treaty  of  Union,  that  a  Peer  of  Scotland,  fitting  in  the 
Parliament  of  Great  Britain,  by  virtue  of  a  Patent  of  Peerage  granted 
fince  the  faid  Union,  ihould  alfo  ck&.  2l  Peer  to  reprefent  him. 

(Signed)    LAUDERDALE. 

I  James,  Earl  of  Lauderdale,  do  protcft.  That  the  Earldom  of  Enrol 
was,  Irom  its  original  creation  of  male  fee,  as  fufficicntly  appears  from 
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Alexander  Kennedy,  Earl  of  CafElisy-  Lord  Kennedy 

John  Bowes  Lyon,  Earl  of  Strathmore  and  Kinghom,  Lord  Lyon 

and  Glamis 
Patrick  Crighton,  Earl  of  Dumfries,  Lord  Crighton 

many  documents  on  the  publick  records  of  this  Country,  and  more  par- 
ticularly from  a  charter  under  the  Great  Seal  of  James  V.  dated  the  1 3th 
of  December,  1^41,  to  George  Hay  of  Logiealmond,  as  heir-male  to 
William,. £arl  ot  Errol^  of  the  eftate  and  heritable  office  of  Conftabnlary^ 
upon  the  narrative,  that  the  King  was  defirops  that  the  family  honoars 
and  heritable  office  of  the  Conftabulary  fhould  remain  and  continue 
*'  haeredibus  mafculis  cum  cognominibus  de  Hay  in  omnibus  tempori* 
*'  bus  futui'is  prout  fuerunt  in  temporibus  clapfis." 

That  the  faid  Earldom  continued  to  defcend  under  the  original  limita« 
tion  till  the  year  1666,  when,  by  a  charter,  dated  Whitehall,  November 
1 3th,  1666,  under  the  Great  Seal  of  Charles  the  Second,  proceeding  on 
JHis  Majefty's  fign  manual,  the  original  limitations  of  this  title  were  con- 
iiderably  altered. 

That  by  this  charter  it  was  given :  firft,  to.  Earl  Gilbert,  and  the  heirs- 
male  of  his  body.  Secondly,  to  the  heirs-female  of  his  budy.  Thirdly, 
to  the  heirs  he  (honid  appoint,  by  a  writing  under  his  hand,  and  under 
the  conditions  to  be  therein  expreiTed.  FourrlUy,  to  the  heirs-male,  and 
of  tailzie  and  provifion  in  the  former  limitations.  Fifthly,  to  Earl  Gil- 
bert's heirs-male  whatfoever. 

That  under  none  of  the  limitations  of  this  charter,  unlefi  a  nomina- 
tion had  been  executed  by  the  faid  Gilbert  Earl  of  Errol,  could  the  per- 
fon  now  afluming  that  title,  claim  the  honours  of  Errol ;  yet  there  no- 
where exiils  fuch  a  nomination,  nor  any  future  confirmation  of  it  by  the 
Crown,  without  which,  if  fuch  nomination  did  exii},  it  would  be  in- 
valid, as  no  deed  of  nomination  can  operate  as  a  conveyance,  or  limita- 
tion of  a  Peerage,  unlefs  fubfequently  confirmed  by  the  Sovereign. 

Tliat  fubfequent  to  this  Charter,  in  the  year  1666,  there  exifts  no  al- 
teration in  the  limitations  of  the  honours  of  Errol ;  for  the  charter 
granted  by  Charles  II.  of  date  the  4th  of  March  1674,  *o  John  Earl  of 
Jirrol,  under  which  the  perfon  now  affuraing  the  tirle  of  Errol,  as  heir- 
of-Iine,  is  fuppofed  to  hold  his  eftates,  never  can  be  deemed  ctFeftual  to 
convey  any  title  of  honour :  it  does  not  fpecify  the  dates  of  the  deeds  of 
nomination,  fuppofed  to  be  executed  by  Gilbert  Earl  of  Errol ;  neither 
docs  it  ftate  whether  they  contained  procuratories  of  refignation  for  re- 
(igning  the  titles  of  dignity  into  the  hands  of  the  Sovereign.  On  the 
contrary,  this  Charter  leems  rather  to  proceed  on  the  tailzie  executed 
by  Earl  Gilbert  on  ihe  21ft  September  1666,  which  was  the  'varrant  of, 
and  mud,  have  been  exhau(t<;<i  by,  the  charter  palt  by  Earl  Gilbert,  on 
the  thirteenth  of  November  that  year. 

That  further,  this  charter  is  dated  at  Edinbi^rgh,  and  not  at  jthe  refi- 
dence  of  the  Sovereign ;  it  is  alfo  paiTed  on  a  common  fignature,  d:Ited 
at  the  fame  place,  like  grants  of  lands,  and  not  on  a  fign  manual,  or 
royal  ftgnature,  dated  at  the  relidence  of  the  Sovereign,  which  is  by  law 
deemed  neceflary  to  convey,  confirm,  or  alter  the  limitations  of  a 
Peerage. 

Tha^  it  cannot  be  pretended,  that,  antece.lent  to  the  Union,  there  ex- 
ifted  any  Sitdng  in  Parliament^  on  the  faid  charter  1674,  as  John  gf  KJl- 

Voi.  L  C 
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Thomas  Bruce,  Earl  of  Elgin  and  Kincardin,  Lord  Kinlofs 

George  Ramfey,  Earl  of  Dalhoufie,  Lord  Ramfey 

William  Carncgy,  Earl  of  Northeft,  Lord  Rofehill 

George  Gordon,  Earl  of  Aboyne,  Lord  Strathaven 

John  Campbell,  Earl  of  Breadalbane,  Vifcount  Glenorchy 

Gcorce  Boyle,  Earl  of  Glafgow,  Lord  Boylie 

John  Dairy  mple,  Earl  of  Staii*,  Vifcount  Dairy mplc 

Jjltpes  Somervillc,  Lord  Somerville 

Williari^  S^w  Cathcart,  Lord  Cathcart 

James  Sandilands,  Lord  Torphichen 

Francis  Napier,  Lord  Napier. 

PEERESSES  in  their  own  Right,  hy  Creation  or  Defcent. 

Jemina  Campbell,  Marchionefs  Grey,  Baronefs  ^Lucas 

Jan^  Murray,  Countefs  of  Mansfield 

Elizabeth  Somerfet,  6.  de  Bottetourt,  Duch.  Dow.  of  Beaufort 

Getrude  Brand,  Baionefs  Dacre 

Prifcilla  Barbara  Elizabedi  Burrell,  Baronefs  Willoughby  de  Erefby 

Elizabeth  Rawdon,  Baronefs  Hungerford 

Catharine  Vane,  Baronefs  of  St.  John  de  Bafing 

Hcfter  Pitt,  Baronefs  Chatham 

Henrietta  Laura  Pultcney,  Baronefs  of  Bath 

Sufannah  Hood,  Baronefs  Hood. 

lour,  Earl  of  Errol,  and  Charles  Earl  of  Errol,  were  entitled  to  thb  dig- 
nity,  as  well  under  the  old  limitation  of  the  honours  to  heirs-male,  as 
under  the  third,  fourth,  and  fifth  limitations  in  the  charter  1666  t?o  Earl 
Gilbert,  proceeding  on  his  Majefty's  fign  manual,  as  above  recited. 

That  referring  your  Lord(bips  to  the  documents  in  the  public  records 
of  this  country  with  which  you  muft  be  prefumed  to  be  acquainted,  and» 
which,  for  your  more  accurate  information,  1  have  this  day  called  for,  I 
do  proteft  a|ainft  the  vote  of  the  perfon  prefent  being  received  as  Earl  of 
Errol,  and  F  do  here  intimate  to  the  Peers,  that  any  votes  given  in  fa- 
vour of  the  perfon  now  affuming  the  title  of  Errol,  mud  be  of  no  avail ; 
for  which  reafon  I  further  proteft  againfl  the  Clerks  receiving  or  reck- 
oning upon  fuch  votes  in  making  their  return. 

(Signed)        LAUDERDALE. 

IIL 
I  James,  Earl  of  Lauderdale,  do  proteft.  That  I  ought  to  have  been, 
returned  one  of  the  fixtcen  Peers  to  rcprcfcnt  the  Peerage  of  Scotland  in 
the  cnfuing  Parliament,  in  refpedl  that  the  returning  officers  ought  not 
td  have  received  or  admitted  any  votes  for  the  perfon  alTuming  the  title 
of  Errol,,  and  that  for  this,  and  other  reafons  to  be  adlgned  at  the  pro- 
per time  and  place,  my  name  ought  to  have  been  includecl  in  the  rettim 
as  duly  eledtea  one  of  the  fixteen. 

(Signed)   LAUDERDALE* 
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ARCHBISHOPS  and  BISHOPS,  a6. 

Or.  John  Moore,  Archbifliop  of  Canterbury 

Dr.  'William  Markham,  Archbifhop  of  York 

Dr.  Bcilby  Porteus,  Bi(hop  of  London 

Hon.  Dr.  Shute  Barrington,  Bifhop  of  Durham 

Hon.  Dr.  Brownlow  North,  Bifhop  of  Winchcftcr 

Sir  William  A(hburnham,  Bart.  Bi(hop  of  ChicheAer 

Dr.  Charles  Mofs,  Bifliop  of  Bath  and  Wells 

Hon.  Dr.  James  Yorke,  Bifliop  of  Ely 

Dr.  Richard  Hurd,  Bifliop  of  Worccfter 

Dr.  John  Butler,  Bifliop  of  Hereford 

Dr.  John  Warren,  Bifliop  of  Bangor 

Hon.  Dr.  James  Cornwallis,  Bifliop  of  Litchfield  and  Coventry 

Dr.  Lewis  Bagot,  Bifliop  of  St.  Afaph 

Dr.  Richard  Watfon,  Bifliop  of  Landaff 

Dr.  Edward  Smallwell,  Bifliop  of  Oxford 

Dr.  Greorge  Prettyman,  Bifliop  of  Lincoln 

Dr.  John  Douglas,  Bifliop  of  Salifl)ury 

Dr.  William  Cleaver,  Bifliop  of  Cheftef 

Dr.  Samuel  Horfley,  Bifliop  of  Rochefter 

Dr.  Richard  Beadon,  Bifliop  of  Gloucefler 

Hon.  Dr.  Edward  Vcnables  Vernon,  Bifliop  of  Carlifle  / 

Dr.  Charles  Manners  Sutton,  Bifliop  of  Norwich 

Dr.  Spencer  Madan,  Bifliop  of  Peterborough 

Dr.  William  BuUer,  Bifliop  of  Exeter 

Hon.  Dr.  William  Stuart,  Bifliop  of  St.  David's 

Dr.  Henry  Reginald  Couitenay,  Bifliop  of  Brifloh 

SUMMARr  of  the  HOUSE  of  PEERS,  September  27,  1 796. 
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Earls -     88 

Vifcounts     ------14 

Barons     -.-     -     -     -     -      no 

Scots  Peers     -       -      -     -     -     1 6 

Archbifliops  and  Bifliops     -     -    26   ' 

288 
PeerefTes  in  their  own  right     -      10 

298 
C  2 


J 


12 


PARI.IAMENTARY 


[Commons. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Speaker,  Right  Honourable  Henry  Addington. 


Abingdon 9  Berk/hire* 

T.  T.  Metcalfe,  efq. 

^      Agmoniejbam^  Bucks* 

Thomas  Drake  Tyrwhitt,  efq. 
Charles  Drake  Gerrard,  ^fq. 

St.  Allan's,  Hertford/hire. 

Lord  Bingham. 

T.  S.  D.  Bucknall,  efq. 

AUbonmgb^  Suffolk, 

Sir  John  Aubre)',  bart. 
M.  A.  Taylor,  efq. 

AUborougbf  Torkfihre* 

R.  Muilm.  Trench Chifwell, efq. 
Charles  Duncombe,  jun.  efq. 

Andtrver,  Hants, 

Benjamin  Lethir.uUier,  efq. 
Hon.  Coulfon  Wallop 

Attglefea, 

Hon.  Arthur  Paget 

Appleby^  Wrjimoreland. 

John  Courtenay,  efq. 
Hon.  John  Tufton 

Arundel^  Snjfcx, 

Sir  George  Thomas,  bart. 
James  Greene,  efq.  ' 

AJhburton,  De*vonJhire» 

Sir  Robert  Mackreth,  knight 
Lawrence  Palk,  efq. 

Aylejhury^  Bucks. 

Scropc  Bernard,  efq. 
Gerard  Lake^  efq. 

Banbur/p  Ox/ordjlbirc, 

Dudley  North,  efq. 


Barnfiaple^  De'uonjBirCm 

John  Cleveland,  efq. 
Richard  Wilfon,  efq. 

Bath^  Citj  of. 

m 

Vifcount  Weymouth 

Sir  Richard  Pepper  Arden,knigh| 

Beasmarisy  Toyon  of, 

Lord  Ncwborough 

Bedfirdjhire* 

Hon.  St-Andrew  St- John 
John  Oibom,  efq. 

Bedford p  Tovm  of. 

William  Colhoun,  efq. 
Samuel  Whitbread,  efq. 

Bcdivin,  Wilis. 

Hon.  Thomas  Bruce 
John  Wodchoufe,  efq. 

Beeralfton,  Detxmfhire, 

Sir  John  Mitford,  knight 
William  Mitford,  efq. 

Berklhire. 

George  VanGttaVt,  efq. 
Charles  Dundas,  efq. 

Berwick,  Northumberland. 

Earl  of  Tyrconnel 
John  Callander,  efq. 

Beverley^  Tork/bire, 

William  Tatton,  efq. 
N.  C.  Burton,  efq. 

Bevfdleyf  lVorce/Ur/birc% 

M.  P.  Andrew$>  efq. 
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William  Clivc,  cfq. 
Henry  Strachcy^  cfq, 

Bkfhingfyf  Surry. 

Sir  Lionel  Copley,  bart, 
John  Stein,  efq. 

« 

B^dmyrti  Corrnvalh 

Sir  John  Mor(hcad|  bart. 
John  Ncftitt,  cfq. 

Boroughhridg§y  Torh/btre. 

pir  John  Scott 
Francis  Burdett,  efq. 

Bojfiney^  Cornwidl, 

Hon,  James  Archibald  Stuart- 

Wortley 
J.  Lubbock,  cfq. 

Bofiorty  Ltncolnjhi^e, 

Thomas  Fydell,  efq. 
Vifcount  Milliiitawn 

BracUeyf  Northamptgn/hirt. 

John  William  Egerton^  cfq. 
Samuel  Haynes,  cfq. 

Bramher^  Sujfex. 

James  Adams,  cfq. 

Sir  C.  W.  Roufe  Boughton^  bart. 

Brecon^  County  of. 

Sir  Charles  Morgsin,  bart. 

Brecotif  TowH  of. 

Charles  Morgan,  efq. 

Brsdgnorthy  Shropftnre. 

I&ac  Hawkins  Browne,  cfq. 
j.  Whiimorc,  cfq. 

Bridgevfoiery  Somerfet/hln, 

Gtorgs  Pocock,  efq. 
Jefierys  Allen,  efq. 

Bri^rtf  Dorfujlnre* 

Charles  Sturt,  efq. 
Ceoige  Barclay,  efq. 
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Brlfiol,  City  of^ 

Lord  ShcfEcld 
Charles  Bragge,  cfq. 

BuckinghamHirem 
Marquis  of  Titchfield 
Right  Hon.  James  Grcnvlllc 

Bucitngbamy  Town  of 

George  Nugent,  cfq. 
Thomas  Grenyillc,  efq. 

CalBnglofiy  Cornwalh 
Sir  John  Call,  bart. 
Paul  Orchard,  efq. 

Calne,  IVUtflnre. 
Jofcph  Jckyll,  cfq- 
Sir  Francis  Baring,  bart. 

Camhrldgefliire^ 

James  Warwood  Adeane,  cfq, 
Charles  Yorkcj  efq. 

Cambridge  Umverfity. 

Right  Hon.  William  Pitt 
Earl  of  Eufton 

Cambridge^  Town  qf^ 

Robert  Manners,  cfq. 
Hon.  Edward  Finch 

Camelfordi  ComwaB* 
W.  J.  Denifon,  cfq, 
J.  AngcrAcin,  cfq. 

Canterbury  f  City  of. 

J.  Baker,  efq. 

S.  E.  Sawbridge,  cfq. 

Cardiff'^  Town  of 

Lord  James  Evclyif  Stuart 

Car(£ganflnre. 

Thomas  Johnes,  efq. 

Cardigan  f  Town  of* 

Hon.  John  Vaughan 
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Carliflcf  City  of.  \  Cociemwutjif  Cumherhmi* 


jehn  Chriftjan  Curwcn,  efq. 
Sir  F.  Vane,  bart. 

Carmartherfiirem 

Sir  James  Hamlyny  bart. 

Oamtaribenp  Town  of. 
M.  D.  Magens>  efq 

Carnarvon/hire, 
Sir  Robert  Williams^  bart, 

Carnarvofif  Town  of 

Hon.  Edward  Paget  . 

Cajlle-Rying,  Norfolk. 

Horatio  Churchill,  efq. 
Charles  Chefter,  efq. 

Chejbtre. 

John  Crewe,  efq. 

Thomas  Cholmondelef^  efq. 

Ch^er,  CUy  of. 

Thomas  Grofvenor,  efq. 
Vifcount  Belgravc 

Chtchefler^  City  of 

Right  Hon.  Thomas  Steele 
George  White  Thomas,  efq. 

Chippenham^  WiUu 

James  Dawkins^  efq. 
George  Fludycr,  efq. 

Chrijlchurch^  Hamp/bire. 

George  Rofe,  efq. 
W.  Stewart  Rofe,  efij. 

Cirencefler^  Gloucefler/hire, 

Robert  Prcfton,  e(q. 
Michael  Hicks  Beach,  efq. 

CUthcrotf  Lancajhire.  ' 

Lord  E.  C.  Cavendifti  Bentick 
Hon.  Robert  Curzon 


John  Baynes  Garfbrth,  efq. 
Edw^d  Burrow,  efq. 

Colchefiery  Effcx. 

Robert  Thornton,  efq. 
Lord  Muncafter 

CorJ'Cqftlc^  Dorfetjbire^ 

John  Bond,  efq. 
H^nry  Bankes,  efq. 

Cornwall  J  County  of 

Sir  William  Lemon,  bart. 
Francis  Gregor,  efq. 

Coventry^  Warwick/hire^ 

W.  Wilbcrforoe  Bird,  efq. 
Nathaniel  JefFcrys,  efq. 

Cricklade,  Wiltjbire, 

Thomas  Eftcourt,  efq. 
Lord  Porchefter 

Cumberland. 

Sir  Henry  Fletcher,  bart. 
John  Lowther,  efq, 

Dartmouth^  Devon/hire. 

Edmund  Ballard,  efq. 

Right  Hon.  John  Charles  Villieqi 

Denbigh/hire. 

Sir  Watkin  Williams  Wynne,  bt. 

Denbigh^  Town  of 

Richard  Myddclton,  efq. 

Derbjjbire. 

Right  Hon.  Lord  JohnCavendifli 
Edward  Miller  Mundy,  efq. 

Derby  i  Town  of 

Right  Hon.   Lord  George  Aug.  ' 

Henry  Cavendifli 
Edward  Coke,  efq. 


Sept.  27.] 

DemzeSf  Wtltfhlre. 

Right  Hon.   Henry  Addington, 
fpeaker  of  the  H.  of  Commons 
Jofliua  Smithy  efq. 

Devon/hire, 

Layrrence  Falk,  efq. 
John  PoUcxfdld  Bailard,  efq. 

Dorfetjbire, 

Francis-John  Browne,  efq. 
William  Morton  Pitt,  efq. 

Dorcbefter^  t)orfetJbtre» 

Francis  Fane,  efq. 
Hon.  Croplcy  Aflilejr 

Dover ^  Kent. 

John  Trevanion,  efq. 
Charles  Small  Pybus,  efq. 

DvtvntQn^  Wtltjbire, 

Hon.  Edward  Bouverie 
Sir  William  Scott,  knight 

Droit'wtchf  fVorceflerfhlre, 

Hon.  Andrew  Foley 

Sir  Edward  Winnington,  bait. 

DunwicUff  Suffolk* 

Snowdon  Barnc,  efq. 
Sir  Jofliua  Vanncck,  hart. 

_  r 

Durham^  County  of. 

Rowland  Burdon,  efq.    " 
Ralph  Milbankc,  efq. 

Durham^  City  of, 

William- Henry  Lambton,  efq. 
Sir  Henry- Vane  Tempcft,  bart. 

EaJl'Looe^  CornivaU, 

John  Bullcr,  efq. 
William  Graves,  efq. 

St.  Edmon/hury^  SvffbU* 

Sir  Charles  Davers,  bart. 
Lord  Hcrvey 
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Effex^  County  of. 

Thomas  Bemey  Bramflon,  efq. 
John  Bullock,  efq. 

Eve/hamj   Wbrctfterfiire. 

Thomas  Thbmpfdn,  efq. 
Charles  Thelluffon,  efq. 

'  Exeter  y  City  of 

John  Baring,  efq. 

Sir  C.  W.  Bampfylde,  bart. 

Eye,  Suffolk. 

Hon.  Williart  Cornwallis 
Mark  Singleton,  efq. 

FRntJljire. 

Sir  Roger  Moftyn,bt,  (fincedead) 

■ 

Flint,  7'oivn  of 

Watkin  Williams,  efq. 

Foivey,  Cornwall, 

Philip  Raflileigh;  efq. 
Reginald  Pols  Carew,  efq. 

Gattonf  Surrey. 

John  Petrie,  efq. 

Sir  Gilbert  Heathcotc,  bart. 

St.  Germain  If  CornwaU, 

Hon.  William  Eliot 
Lord  Grey 

Glamorganfinre* 
Thomas  Wyndham,  efq. 

Gloucefterflnre. 

Hon.  George  Cranficld  Berkeley 
Marquis  of  Worcefter 

Gloucejler,  City  of. 

John  Pitt,  efq. 
Henry  Howard,  efq. 

Grampoundy  CornnuaU, 

Bryan  Edwards,  dh\. 
Robert  Scwell,  efq. 


Granthamf  Llneolnftire* 

George  Sutton,  efq. 
Simon  Yorke,  efq. 

Greai  Gnmjby^  Lincoln/bin, 

Afcough  Boucheretty  efq. 
WiUiam  Mellifh,  efq. 

EaJI  Grinfieady  Suffix. 

Nathaniel  Dance,  efq. 
James  Strange,  efq. 

GmUford^  Surry, 

Hon.  Thomas  Onflow 
Hon.  Chappie  Norton 

Hamfjbire. 

Sir  William  Heathcote,  bart. 
William  Chute,  efq. 

Hartvlcbf  EJfex, 

John  Robinfon,  efq. 
Richard  Hopkins,  efq. 

HqfUmertf  Sumy, 

,     James-Clarke  Sattcrthwaite,  efq. 
James  Lowthcr,  efq. 

Hqftlngs,  Suffex. 

Sir  James  Sanderfon 
Nicholas  Vanfittart,  efq. 

HdverforJw^^  Pembroke/hire. 

Lord  Kenlington 

Hcljlon^  Corn'Si'alL 

Charles  Abbot,  efq. 
Richj^rd  Richards,  efq. 

Hereforil/lnre, 

Right  Hon.  Thomas  Harlcy 
Robert  Biddulph,  efq. 

Hereford^  City  of. 

John  Scudamore,  efq.  (lince  dead) 
Jame$  Walwyn,  efq. 


Hertfordpilrei 

W.  Plumer,  efq. 
William  Baker,  efq. 

Hartford f^  Totun  o/*^ 

John  Calvert,  efq. 
Nathaniel  Dimfdale,  efq. 

Heydon^  Thrhflnrt* 

Sir  Lionel  Darell,  bart. 
Chriftopher  Atkiilfon,  efq. 

Meytejhury,  Wills, 

Vifcount  Clifden 

Sir  J.  F.  Leiceftcr,  bait. 

Wigham  Ferrers f  Noribam^OfJbliri* 

James  Adair,  efq. 

Hindon^  miis. 

James  Wildman,  efq. 
M.  G.  Lewis,  efq. 

HonUoriy  Devon/bire* 

George  Chambers,  efq. 
George  Shum,  efq. 

^  Horjbamy  Suffex, 

Sir  John  Macpherfon,  bart. 
James  Fox,  efq. 

Huntijigdon/birci 

Vifcount  Hinchingbrook 
Lord  Frederick  Montague 

Huntingdon^  Town  oft 

W.  H.  Fellowes,  efq. 
John  Calvert,  jun.  efq- 

Hytbe^  Kent, 

Sir  C.  Farnaby  RadcliflPe,  bart. 
William  Evelyn,  efq. 

Ilcbe/leTi  Smnerfetjbire* 

Sir  Robert  Clayton,  bart. 
William  Dickenfon,  jun.  efq^. 
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Ipfancb  J  Suffolk . 

Charles- Alexander  Crickitt,  efq. 
Sir  Andrcw-Snape  Hammond,bt. 

St,  Ives^  Cornwall. 
William  Pracd,  efq. 
Sir  R.  Carr  Glynn,  knight 

Kent. 

Sir  Edward  Knatchbull/bart. 
Sir  William  Geary,  bart. 

iSng'*  Lyttttf  Norfolk, 

Hon.  Horatio  Walpole 

Sir  Martin- Browne  Folkes,  bart. 

Kingfton-upon-HuU^  Torhjbire. 

Samuel  Thornton,  efq. 
Sir  Charles  Turner,  bart. 

Knarejhoroiugb^  Torhjtirt. 

James  Hare,  efq.  / 

Rt.  Hon.  Lord  John  Townfliend 

LaneaJbHrc* 

Thomas  Stanley,  efq.  ^ 
John  Blackburne,  efq. 

Lancqfier^  Town  of, 

John  Dent,  efq. 
Richard  Penn,  efq. 

Launeefion^  Cornwall, 

Hon.  John  Rawdon 
James  Brpgden,  efq. 

Leicefterfbirc. 

William  Pochiri,  efq. 
Hon.  Penn-A(heton  Cunon 

Laeejler^  Town  of 

Lord  RandiiFe 
Samuel  Smith,  efq. 

Leomlnfiery  Hereford/hire. 

John  Hunter,  efq. 
G.  A.  Pollen,  efq. 

Vol.  L  D 
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Le/ieardf  Cornwall, 

Hon.  Edward- James  Eliot 
Hon.  John  Eliot 

Leftwltbiely  Cornwall. 
Hans  Sloane,  efq.. 
WillLim  Drummond,  elq. 

Ltwesy  Suffex. 

Hon.  J.  C.  Pelham 
Thomas  Kemp,  efq. 

Lincolnjblre, 

Robert  Vyncr,  jun.  efq. 
Sir  Gilbert  Heathcotc,  bart. 

Lincoln^  City  of, 

Hon.  George  Rawdon 
Richard  EUifon,  efq. 

LitcbfieU,  City  of. 

Thomas  Anfon,  efq. 
Rt.  Hon.  Lord  GranviUe-Leve- 
fon  Gower 

Liverfoolt  Lanca/^rf, 

Ifaac  Gafcoyne,  efq. 
Banaftre  Tarleton,  efq. 

London. 

William  Curtis,  efq. 
John  William  Anderfon,  efq. 
William  Lulhington,  efq. 
H.  C.  Combe,  efq* 

Ludlow^  Sbropfbhre. 

Richard-Payne  Knight,  efq. 
Hon.  Robert  Cliye 

LuggerJbdU  ihltjblre. 

Earl  of  Dalkeith 
Robert  Everett,  efq. 

Lyme  Regti^  Dorfetjbire, 

Hon.  Henry  Fane 
Hon.  Thomas  Fane 


1< 


Sir  Harty-Burratd  Nealcj  bart. 
William  Manning,  cfq. 

Mm^OM^  Kent. 

Matthew  Bloxam,  cfq. 
Oliver  De  Lanccy^  dfq. 

Maiden^  EJex. 
Jofeph  Holden  Strutt,  efq. 
Charles  Callis  Wcftcrn,  cfq. 

Malm/hury^  Wtbs. 

P.  J.  ThcUuflon,  efq. 
S.  Smith,  efq. 

MaUofif  Tori/hire, 

Vifcount  Milton 
William  Baldwin,  efq. 

Hon.  James  Braoc 
Lord  Bruce 

Mariow,  Bucjet. 

Thomas  Williams,  efq. 
Owen  Williams,  efq. 

Sl  Maw*ti  CornntfalL 

Sir  William  Young,  bart. 
George  Nugent,  dq. 

Si*  Michaely  Cornwall. 

Sir  Chriftopher  Hawkins,  bartl 
Sir  S.  Lufliington,  bart. 

Sir  Rob.  WUliam^  Vaughan,  bt. 

Mtdhurjly  Suffex. 

Right  Hon.  SylveftcT  Douglas 
Charles  Long,  efq. 

MidJlefeK. 
William  Mainwaring,  cfq. 
George  Byng,  efq. 
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MiAourue^Porf,  Somer/et/hirr» 

Lord  Paget 

Sir  R.  Ainflic,  bart. 

Minehead^  SomerJttJInrt. 

John  Fownes  Luttrdl,  dq* 
John  Lahgfton,  efq. 

MonfiMmih/blre* 

James  Rooke,  efq. 
Charles  Morgan,  efq. 


Monmouth f  Town  ^f* 
Charles  Tbompfon,  efq. 

rfiontgxnncTvfbure* 
Francis  Lloyd,  cfq. 

Montgomery  t  Town  of, 
Whitfhcd  Kccnc,  efq. 

Morpeth  f  Nordnmdferhtid. 

Vifcount  Morpeth 
WiUiam  Hnlkiflbn,  dq. 

Newark^  Notth^hamflnre. 
John  Manners  Sutton,  cCq. 
Mark  Wood,  dq. 

NewcaJUe  under  Urn,  Stqfordjhire. 

William  Egcrton,  cfq. 
E.  Wilbraham  Bootlc,  cfq. 

Nevjcafile  upon  Tynt^Northumberland 

Sir  Matthew  White  Ridley,  bt- 
Charles  Brandling,  dq. 

Newport^  Cornwflii. 

William  Northey,  efq. 
Jofeph  Richardfon,  e(q. 

Newportf  Hants* 

J.  C.  Jcrvoifc,  cfq. 
E.  Rufhworth,  cfq. 

Newton,  Lanca/hire* 
Thomas-Peter  Legh,  cfq. 
Thomas  Brooke,  cfq. 


Sir  Richard  Worfley,  bart. 
C.  Shaw  Le  Fovre»  cfq. 

Norfolk, 

Sir  John  Wodehoufe,  bart. 
I^homas- William  Coke,  cfq. 

N^orthaHertotif  Torhjbtre. 

Henry  Peirfc,  cfq. 
Hon.  Edward  Lafcelles 

Nortbampton/hirt» 

Thomas  Powj'S,  cfq. 
Francis  Dickins,  efq. 

Northamptouy  Town  of. 

Hon.  Edward  Bouverie 
Hon.  Spencer  Pcrcival 

Northumberland, 

Charles  Grey,  efq. 
Thomas-Richard  Beaumont,  efq. 

Norwich^  Ciiy  of* 

Right  Hon.  William  Windham 
Hon.  Henry  Hobart 

NoHinghamfhire, 

Lord  Wm.  Cavendifli  Bcntick 
Hon.  Evelyn  Pierrcpoint 

Nottingham  f  Town  of. 

Lord  Carrington 
Daniel  Parker  Coke,  efq. 

Oakhamptony  Devon/hire^ 

Thomas  Tyrwhitt,  cfq. 
Bateman  Robfon,  efq. 

OrforJi  Sujolk. 

Lord  Robert  Seymour 
Hon.  Robert  Stewart 

Oxfortffhire, 

Lord  Charles  Spencer 
John  Faoc,  cfq. 
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Onford^  City  of     ' 

Francis  Burton,  eiq. 
Henry  Peters,  cfq. 

Oxford^  Uinmerfityof  . 

Sir  WillianA  Dolben,  bart. 
Francis  Pagp,  efq. 

Pemhroke/hire, 

Lord  Milford 

Pembrohf  Town  of 
Hugh  Barlow,  efq. 

Penryn^  Cornwall, 

Thomas  Wallace,  cfq. 
William  Meeke,  efq, 

Peterborough^  City  of 

Hon.  Lionel  Damer 

Richard  Benyon,  efq.  (fince  dead) 

Petertfield^  Hants. 

William  JollifFe,  cfq. 
Hilton  JollifFe,  efq. 

Plymouth^  Devon/hire, 

Sir  Frederic  Leman  Rogers,  bt, 
William  Elford,  efq, 

Plymfton,  Devon/hire. 

William  Adams,  cfq. 
William  Mitchell,  efq. 

Ppntefraffi  Tork/hire. 

John  Smyth,  cfq. 
Vifcount  Gal  way 

Poole^  Dorfet/hire, 

Hon.  C.  Stuart 
J.  JefFery,  cfq. 

Portfmouthf  Hants, 

Hon.  Thomas  Erfktne 
Lord  Hugh  Seymour 

Prejlon^  Lancafhire, 

Sir  Henry  Philip  Hoghton,  bart. 
Lord  Stanley 

Da 


^o 
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^ue^n/boroughf  Kent. 

Jdin  Sargent,  cfq, 
Ev'an  Ncpcan,  efq, 

^  Radnor^  County  of. 
Walter  Wilkins,  cfq. 

Ne*Oi  Radnor. 
Vifcount  Maiden 

Readings  Berijhtre. 

Francis  Anneflcy,  cfq. 
Richard  Aldworth  Neville,  efq. 

Eajl-Retfordf  Noiiu 

William  Petrie,  efq. 

Sir  Wharton  AmcQtts,  bart. 

Richmond^  Tork/htre, 

Hon.  Laurence  Dundas 
C.  G.  Bcauclerk,  cfq. 

Ripon^  Tori/hire, 

William  Lawrence,  efq. 

Sir  George  Allanfon  Winn,  bt. 

RocheJleTy  Kent. 

Sir  Richard  King,  bart. 
Hon.  Henry  Tufton 

New  Romne^y  Kent. 

John  Fordyce,  efq. 

John  WUlett  Willett,  efq. 

Rutland/hire. 

Gerard  Noel  Edwards,^  efq. 
Sir  William  Lowthcr,  bart. 

Rye^  Suffix, 

Lord  Hawke(bury 
Robert  Dundas,  efq. 

Ryegate^  Surry, 

Hon.  John  Somers  Cocks 
Jofcph  Sidney  Yorke,  efq. 

Salopy  or  Shro^tre. 

Sir  Richard  Hill,  bart. 
John  Kynafton,  cfq. 


.  Sidiafb^  ComvfolL 
Edward  Bcarcioft,  cfq. 
Lord  Macdonald 

Sandwich^  Kent. 
Sir  Philip  Stephens,  bart. 
Sir  Horace  Mann,  bart. 

New  Sarunif  UTdti. 
William  Huffey,  efq, 
Hon.  William-Henry  Bouverie 

OU  Sarum,  IVlhu 
Geoigc  Hardinge,  efq.      ' 
Earl  of  Mornington 

Scarborough^  Torhjhire. 

Hoi\.  Edmund  Phipps 

Lord  Charles-Henry  Somcrfet 

Seaford,  Sujfcx. 

Charles-Rofe  Ellis,  efq. 
George  Ellis,  efq. 

Shaftjhury^  Dorfet/bire. 
Paul  Benfield,  cfq. 
Walter  Boyd,  efq. 

Shoreham^  Sujfex. 

Hon.  C.  William  Wyndham 
Sir  Cecil  Bifliop,  bart. 

Shreujbury. 

Sir  William  Pulteney,  bart. 
Hon.  William  Hill 

'  Somerfetjhlre. 

William  Gore  Langton,  efq. 
William  Dickinfon,  cfq. 

Southampton^  Town  of. 

James  Amyatt,  efq. 
George-Henry  Rofe,  cfq. 

Sovthwarky  Borough  of 

Henry  Thornton,  efq. 
G.  W.  Thelluflbn,  cfq. 


Sept.  27.] 

.    Btafforiflnre. 

£arl  Gower 

Sir  JEdward  Littleton,  bart. 

Stafford^  7'own  of, 

Hon.  Edward  Monckton 
Richard-Brinfley  Sheridan,  efq. 

Stamfordy  Lincoinfinre. 

R.  H.  Sir  Geoige  Howard,  K.B. 

((ince  dead) 
Eail  of  Carysfort 

Steymngf  Suffex* 

John  Hcnniker  Major,  cfq. 
J.  M.  Lloyd,  ^fq. 

« 

Stockbridgef  Ham^lre, 

Jofcph  Fofter  Barham 
George  Porter,  efq. 

Sudbury^  Suffolk, 

William  Smith,  efq. 
Sir  James  Marriott,  bart. 
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Sir  C.  Thomas  Bunbury,  bart. 
Vifcount  Brome 

Surry, 

R.  Hon.  Lord  William  Ruflell 
Sir  John  Frederick,  bart. 

Sujex. 

Right  Hon.  Thomas  Pelliam 
Charles  Lenox^  efq.       ^ 

7'amworthf  Stqffbrd/bsre, 
-  Robert  Peel,  efq. 
Thomas  Carter,  efq.   . 

Tavs/iocif  Devott/blre, 

Right  Hon.  Richard  Fitzpatrick 
Lord  John  Ruflell 

Taunton^  Somsrfetjhtre, 
William  Morland,  efq. 
^  Sir  Benjamin  Hammer,  knight 


Te*0}le/Ifury^  Gloucifterflure* 
James  Martin,  efq. 
William  Do  wdefwcU,  cfq. 

Thetfordi  Norfolk. 

Jofeph-Randyll  Burch,  efq. 
John  Harrifon,  efq. 

Thirjh,  Torijbire. 

Sir  Gregory-Page  Turner,  bart. 
Sir|Thomas  Frankland,  bart. 

TivertOTiy  Devon/hire. 

Right  Hon.  Dudley  Ryder 
Hon.  Richard  Ryder 

Totnefty  Devon/hire, 

Lord  Geoige  Seymour 
Lord  Arden 

Tregonyy  Corn'ioaU. 
Sir  Lionel  Copley,  bart. 
John  Nicholls,  efij. 

Truroy  Cornwall, 

John-Levifon  Gower,  efq. 
John  Lemon,  efq.     \ 

Walllngford,  Berljbire. 

Sir  Francis  Sykes,  bart. 
Lord  Eardley 

Wareham^  Dorfetflnre. 

Lord  Robert  Spencer 
Charles  Ellis,  efq. 

JVarwlckfinre, 

Sir  George -Auguftus -William 

Shuckbuigh-Evelyn,  bart. 
Sir  John  Mordaiint,  bart. 

Warwick^  Tonxmof. 
Hon.  George  Villiers 
S.  R.  Gauflcn,  efq. 

Wells,  City  of. 

Clement  Tudway,  efq. 
I  C.  W.  Taylor,  efq. 
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J.  H.  AddingtOHi  rfq. 
Geoige  Canning,  efq. 

tVaJoctt  Sbro/Jhire. 

Cecil  Porcfteri  efq. 
Hon.  John  Simpfon 

WeMjy  Hnefiriljbiri. 

Lord  Geofge  Thynne 
Lord  John  Thynne 

Sir  H.  P.  St.  John  Mildmay,  bt, 
Geoige  EUisi  efq. 

WtftLooe^  Cornwall, 

John  Buller,.cfq. 
Sitwell  Sitwell,  efq. 

WefimmJlcTy  City  of. 

Right  Hon.  Charles-James  Fox 
Sir  Alan  Gardner,  hart. 

IVeJlmoreland. 

Sir  Michael  Le  Fleming,  hart. 
James  Lowthcr,  efq. 

Weymouth  and  MeUombe  B'Tgis, 
Sir  J^mes  Pultency,  ,bart. 
Andrew  Stuart,  efq. 
Gabriel-Tucker  Steward,  efq. 
William  Garthfliorc,  efq. 

Whitchurch^  Ham^ire, 

Hon.  John-Thomas  Townflicnd 
Hon.  William  Brodrick 

Wigan^  Lancajblre, 

John  Cotes,  efq. 

Hon.  Orlando  Bridgeman 

Wihon,  Wihjhire. 

Vifcount  Fitzwilliam 
Philip  Goldfworthy,'cfq. 

Wdtjbire. 

Ambrofe  Goddard,  efq. 

H.  Pcnruddock  Wyndham,  efq. 


Richard  Barwell,  efq. 
William  Currie,  efq. 

Whtebe/hr^  Ciiy  ^. 

Sir  Richard  Gamon,  biut. 
Viicount  Palmerfton 

Wifuf/or,  Btrkfiirt. 

Hon.  Robert-Fulke  Grevillc 
H.  liherwood,  efq. 

Woodjocif  Oxfordjtirt. 

Sir  H.  Watkin  Dafliwood,  bort^ 
Lord  Lavington 

Worceficr/birem 
Hon.  Edward  Foley 
William  Lygon,  efq. 

IVorcefier,  City  of. 

Edmund  Wigley,  efq. 
Abraham  Robarts,  efq. 

Wootton-Bajfat^  Wdtjtirc. 

John  Dennifon,  efq. 
Edward  Clarke,  efq. 

Chapfrng^Wycombey  Buckingham/hire* 

Earl  of  Wycombe 

Sir  John-Da(hwood  King,  bart. 

Tarmouthf  Norfolk. 
Stephens  Howe,  efq. 
Ld,  C.  Townihend  (fincc  dead} 

Tarmouthy  Hamfjkire, 

Jcrvoifc-Clerke  Jervoife,  efq. 
Edward  Ruftiworth,  efq. 

Torhfbirt. 

William  Wilberforcc,  efq. 
Hon.  Hcniy  Lafcelles 

rork^  City  of. 

Richard- Slater  Milnes,  efq. 
Sir  W.  Mordaunt  Milner,  bait. 
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SCOTLAND,  45. 
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HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

Tuef^ayj   2']th  September. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  acquainted  the  Houfe,  that  His  Majefly 
not  thinking  fit  to  be  perfonally  prefcnt  here  this  day,  had  been 
pleafed  to  caufe  a  Commiflion  to  be  iffiicd  under  the  Great  Seal,  in 
order  to  the  opening  and  holding  of  this  Parliament. 

Then  three  of  the  Lords  Commiffioners  being  feated  on  a  form, 
placed  between  the  Throne  and  the  Woolfack,  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor in  the  middle,  with  the  Lord  Archbirtipp  of  Canterbury  on 
his  right  hand,  and  the  Lord  Prelident  on  his  left,  commanded 
the  Gentleman  U(her  of  the  Black  Rod  to  let  the  Common^  know 
the  Lords  Commiflioners  defire  their  immediate  attendance  in  this 
Houfe,  to  hear  the  Commiflion  read ;  who  being  come. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  faid, 

**  Afy  Lords,  and  Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Common^ j 

His  Majefty,  not  thinking  fit  to  be  prefent  here  this  day  in 

His  Royal  Perfon,  has  been  pleafed,  in  order  to  the  opening  and 

holding  of  this  Parliament,  to  caufe  letters  patent  to  be  pafled 
**  under  His  Great  Seal,  Conftituting  us,  and  fcvcral  other  Lords 
'^^  therein  n^med^  his  Commiflioners  to  dp  all  things  in  His  Ma- 
**  jefty's  name,  on  his  part  neceflary  to  be  performed  in  this  par- 
**  liament.  This  will  more  fully  appear  by  the  letters  patent 
*^  themfclves,  which  muft  now  be  read." 

Then  the  faid  letters  patent  were  read  by  the  clerk :  which  done. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  faid. 

My  Lords  f  and  Gentlemen, 
We  have  it  in  command  from  His  Majeft}'  to  let  you  know, 

that  His  Majefty  will,  as  foon  as  the  Members  of  both  Houfcs 

(hall  be  fworn,  in  perfon  declare  to  you  the  caufes  of  his  call- 
•*  ing  this  Parliament ;  and  it  being  neceflary  a  Speaker  of  the  Houfe 
**  of  Commons  fliould  be  firft  chofen,  it  is  His  Majefty 's  pleafure 
**  that  you.  Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  repair  to  the 
"  place  where  you  arc  to  fit,  and  there  to  proceed  to  the  choice  of 
**  fomc  proper  perfon  to  be.  your  Speaker,  and  that  you  prefcnt 
**  fuch  perfon,  whom  you  fliall  fo  choofe,  here  to-morrow  at  twelve 
*<  o'clock,  fdr  His  Majefty's  Royal  Approbation." 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

The  Lord  High  Steward  (Duke  of  Dorfet)  attended  to  fwcar  in 
fuch  Menfbers  as  were  in  thoir  place. 

In  confequence  of  a  meflage  from  the  Lords,  by  the  Ufhcr  of 
the  Rftck  Rod,  3ie  Members  that  were  i^Gtn  oi,  psoceeded  to  the 
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Upper  Houfe  in  order  to  hear  His  Majefty's  Comtniifion  read  for 
the  opening  of  Parliament.  •    After  their  return  to  their  own  tioufe, 
the  firft  bufinefs  of  the  Commons  was  to  choofe  a  Speaker* 
Lord  F.  CAMPBELL  rofe  and  (aid, 
Mr.  Hatsell, 

In  obedience  to  His  Majefty's  commands,  and  in  the  jcxercife 
of  the  antient  and  undoubted  right  of  this  Houfe— we  are  now 
aflfembled  for  the  purpofe  of  cleding  a  fit  perfon  to  fit  in  that  chair^ 
and  to  be  our  Speaker — that  is,  to  cftablifli  order,  rcgularitj', 
temper,  difpatch,  and  of  courfe,  efi^ef^^  in  all  our  proceedings ; 
and  this  at  a  time  when  the  very  being  of  this  country,  and  the 
quiet  perhaps  of  all  Europe,  depend  upon  the  wifdom  and  the  xe- 
fult  of  our  deliberations. 

In  looking  round  this  Houfe,  we  fee  many  men  of  great  abili^ 
ties,  fplendid  talents,  greater  abilities  than  perhaps  ever  adorned 
this  or  any^  other  country.  Some  there  are,  who  to  great  abilities 
have  added  great  industry  in  fearching  out  the  grounds  and  princi- 
ples upon  which  the  orders  of  this  Houfe,  and  the  law  of  Parlia- 
ment have  been  fo  wifely  framed — many  we  know  have,  and  I  truft 
all,  in  this  parliament  will  look  with  a  jealous  e}'e  to  the  rights  and 
privileges  of  this  Houfe. 

In  an  afiiembly  fo  conftituted,  there  cannot  be  wanting  many 
perfons  who  might  fill  that  chair  with  credit  to  themfclves  and  ad- 
vantage to  the  pubKc---but  in  this  hour  of  difficulty  and  danger, 
we  have  no  occafion  to  refort  to  coBJe£hire — E^cperience  is  a  fafe 
unerring  guide. 

Fortunately  for  us,  and  the  Commons  of  Great  Britain  whom 
we  rcprcfent,  there  is  a  gentleman  returned  to  this  Parliament, 
who,  year  after  year  in  that  chair,  has  (hewn  that  he  is  able  to  in- 
ftrudl  the  wifeft,  and  ready  to  aflift  the  weakcft.  Who  in  that 
chair  has  (hewn  a  mind  as  independent  as  his  fortune-— -Who  in 
that  chair  has  (hewn  a  temper  not  to  be  rufiled ;— a  firmnefs  not  to 
be  (haken-— fure  prcfagcs  of  rigid  uniform  impartiality— Who  in 
that  chair  has  watched  over  the  rights  and  privileges  of  this  Houfe, 
as  over  the  palladium  of  the  liberties  of  our  free  Conf^itution,  fin- 
gularly  free  Conftitution,  where  men  may  be  at  once  true  to  Free- 
dom and  faithful  to  their  King — who  in  that  chair  ■  but 
I  will  no  longer  prcfs  upon  the  delicate  feelings  of  a  truly  great 
mind,  but  haflen  to  make  that  propofal,  which  with  infinite  fatis- 
ixBCxovi  I  perceive  the  whole  Houfe  are  impatient  that  I  (hould  make, 
which  is,  that  the  right  honourable  Henry  ^ddington  be  called  to 
the  chair  of  this  Houfe  to  be  our  Speaker.      ^     • 

Mr.  POWYS  faid«  that  he  had  never  on  any  occalbn  rifen  with 
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Ibch  fatisfa6lion  as  he  did  now,  to  fecond  the  motion  of  the  noble 
Lord.  To  have  fuch  an  opportunity  df  paying  a  tribute  of  juft  ap- 
plaufci  could  be  no  fitiall  gratification  to  all  who  entertained  thofe 
lentimenfs  of  private  friendfhip,  and  of  public  refpeft,  which  he 
had  the  happlncfs  and  honour  of  faying  he  did  for  the  gentleman, 
who  was  the  objeft  of  the  motion.  Yet  k  was  not  on  the  ground 
of  perlbnal  attachment  to  that  gentleman ;  it  was  not  merely  on 
the  fcore  of  his  many  excellent,  his  diftinguifhed  qualities  that  he 
ftood  thus  forward  in  his  fupport ;  no  ;  he  reded  on  much  higher 
grounds ;  he  relied  on  the  coUedive  voice  of  the  Commons  of  Eng- 
land ;  on  the  recorded  teftimony  of  the  laft  Parliament,  to  whofe 
i)Oemory,  he  trufted,  he  might  pay  a  tribute  of  refpedt,  and  to 
whofe  judgement  no  objedlion  would  be  urged  in  this  refpefl  by  any 
Member  who  fat  in  the  Houfe — Dtgnus  imperare^  niji  imperaffitj 
was  the  cbaradcr  given  of  a  great  Roman  fimperor  ;  that  the  re- 
verfe  of  that  charader  was  ever  applicable  to  the  right  honourable 
gentleman^  he  did  not  mean  to  fay  ;  but  if  there  were  any,  who, 
after  his  elevation,  confidered  it  as  too  fudden  and  premature,  the 
voice  of  the  Houfe  was  completely  judiiied  by  his  condu6t  immedi- 
ately after  he  had  been  called  to  the  chair.  The  right  honourable 
gentleman  foon  convinced  the  Houfe  that  it  was  not  on  one  fplendid 
^nd  brilliant  difplay  that  he  refted  the  reputation  of  his  talents,  but 
that  he  had  attainol  a  maturity  of  intelle<5l  which  could  command 
refpe^t,  and  an  extent  of  information  that  applied  to  every  occafion. 
He  had  uniformly  difplayed  an  integrity  the  mod  unQiaken,  an  un- 
derftanding  the  mod  cultivated,  a  judgement  the  mod  enlightened,  a 
knowledge  the  mod  comprehendve  ;  in  the  execution  of  his  ofHce, 
an  acquaintance  not  merely  with  the  rules  and  forms  of  this  Houfe, 
but  with  the  Conditution  of  Parliament.  In  all  his  behaviour  he 
had  difplayed  the  utmod  impartiality ;  in  explaining  difficulties  ht 
had  ever  been  clear  and  fatisfadtory.  He  could  not  help  (;alling  to 
the  recolle^ion  of  thofe  who  had  fat  in  the  lad  Parliament,  the 
leading  points  of  that  right  honourable  gentleman's  difcharge  of  his 
important  office,  his  attention  and  affiduity,  his  zeal  for  the  honour  of 
the  Houfe,  ^and  his  fupport  of  decorum  and  dignity.  They  would 
recoiled  Quo  how  much  the  Houfe  was  indebted  to  him  for  his  con- 
duct in  a  recent  indance,  in  a  matter  not  within  the  ordinary  du- 
ties which  that  (ituation  impofed.  He  would  not  enumerate  the  parti- 
cular occafions  on  which  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  iiippor- 
ted  the  dignity  of  the  Chair  and  the  honour  of  the  Houfe,  and  the 
different  qualities  by  which  he  was  recommended  to  their  choic^. 
But  if  he  had  maintained  the  dignity  of  the  Houfe  as  high  as  it 
had  evej  been  carried  by  the  mod  revered  of  his  predcceflTors— if  in 
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^.  .  .-  f.c  '.^  -r.---*';--"'!  '"  fopprds  the  frcol'im  of  opinion 
.     I  ,,i  ,y-,^t  r.ir-tl  fs-tiiiV.-y  in  rhc  escrriicuf  hii  luni-licns 
*^  .  \  i  .-li-.'-Z''-  t-"^"*  ''^"^"  c:—'— :-J  'o  imt—l's  the  Isighi^rt  rclpc<£l 
*"'  -T  n.  :''l'^'''  '■'*  r^-'"'-*"'"'  -'"d  g-iic.J  '■'(■  ilkcm  Tind  con- 

'"^■"11"'^    t-gfJ  ^'■■''^   oi'  tr- ''^   «!■.",  uiiAirtiiintely,   were  iitrlc 
' '  .    '    I  ^,  ,  .-tc   uyn  o;V.;r  n"-."."  r-,   lie  w.-jIJ  r,,;  he  rhuughl  too 
'*  "  his  I."'''*   "^  '^'^  (-■-:-:!.  of  the  nubie  Lord's  morion, 

'V,','^  ;,,■  h,.d  ll.r  t'uiv'ur  to  r.c'.ri..'. 

^  '  "  .  1,;, never  the  nv.it -n  of  the  nnliu  Lord  ;   it  was  not 

''■VlVof  Iti^"  ^"''''^  cl):;^a:^.^,   ^-rcit  is  ii  dderv^ily  was  ;    it 
^^'    I  .  own  liiinii'le  esertioiu  th;'.t  cw'.d  iiiHiifuce  the  dcciimn  ot 

T  \Z2-l  '1'^  ""'"■''^  ^*'"'  ^""^  ^'^-^'''  """  ''"'  '''"^  iniirumcnts  of 
'  '  '  1 1  rttitl  *  prop'fition  which,  he  already  perceived,  met 
*'  '*'   .  -Ill  jii'li'"'^''''""  ^^  ^''  ponies.      !ii  'hJi  ncprobation, 

'"'""",  .,,,,;;,il  iiiicnt  with  whi-^h  the  r:i;!ir  iion.iii:t;bl=  Kenry 
""     "     '^     ■  nili!  t*  ceiled    to  th.c  chiir,  tlie  V(;icc  oi  the   muvtr 

""  '''1  ViMil'l'-'*  '^-^  '^^'■''  '"■^  -^i'^rfully  fubferihed  to  every 

'     "  '  '   .  liiniiil  iK-'-ttd  hy  the  njbie  LurJ  wl'.o  muCL-  rhc   mo- 

'"■  "    ■'"    '    .,^  jyiln'i  he  coincided  with   t!\e  hunojrnL'le  jentle- 

-^    '-■■'"  '_     .  i;,n.      Tint  th'-ip'-h  he  ,^!  "t,-,)   miitrijilv  wirh 

ling  his  ub- 

iiJ  occur  ot' 

)eri;  n  to  fill 
die  waLs  of 
man  wns  li- 
and  elamcal 
Tipioy  a  bcl- 
ad  made  db 
Hour,.-  has 
gentleman's 
,  and  of  his 
I'c  were  great 
:liai,  at  the 
a  tiew  Houfc 
lich  had  not 
Uy  upon  his 
ignityof  the 
lencc  he  was 
ipleft  fccuritf 
ower. 
gratiiyu:^  to 


Sept.  a;,]  DEBATES,  19 

I 

his  mind,  if  confiftendy  with  that  rcfpcS  which  he  owed  the  Houfe| 
he  could  fuffcr  the  motion  to  pafs  without  any  obfervation.  He 
could  not  be  fuppofed  to  be  deficient  in  gratitude  to  the  noble  mover, 
and  the  honourable  feconder,  for  their  public  declarations^  and  for 
that  confidence  and  cfteem  which  had  long  been  to  him  the  fourcc 
of  pride  and  fatisfaflion  in  the  intcrcourfes  of  private  life  ;  neither 
could  he  be  infcnfible  to  the  liberal  manner  in  which  the  motion 
had  been  fupported  by  tjie  honourable  General ;  Icaft  of  all  could  he 
be  fuppofed  to  be  wanting  in  refpe6t  to  the  Houfe  and  to  the  Office, 
which  he  confidercd  to  be  not  lefs  honourable,  nor  lefs  important 
than  any  that  could  be  filled  by  a  fubje6t.  What  indeed  could  be 
more  honourable  than  an  office  conferred  hy  the  people,  through 
the  medium  of  their  reprcfentatives ;  what  more  important  than  an 
office,  whofc  duties,  if  well  difchargcd,  conferred  honour  on  that 
branch  of  the  Lcgidature  more  immediately  connected  with  the  peo- 
ple. But  the  arduous  office  required  a  great  combination  of  talents, 
a  combination  rarely  to  be  met  with  ;  were  he  to  enumerate  them, 
he  was  fure  that  the  detail  would  prefent  very  ferious  obfiades  to  the 
paflfing  of  the  prefent  motion. — When  he  looked  to  the  fituation  and 
to  the  nature  of  it,  he  felt  a  deep  anxiety,  f\ot  folely  on  his  own  ac- 
count, but  on  account  of  the  Houfe  itfelf.  The  noble  Lord  and 
the  honourable  gentleman  had  been  pleafed  to  allude  to  his  former, 
conduct ;  to  that  condudl  it  was  impoffible  for  him  to  advert,  with- 
out the  moft  grateful  recoUeflions.  Since  the  experience  of  laft 
Parliament  had  been  mentioned,  he  could  not  omit  this  opportuni- 
ty of  expreffing  his  fcnfe  of  the  indulgence  he  had  received  from 
it,  and  of  the  need  which  he  had  of  that  indulgence.  On  entering 
upon  the  office  which  he  had  then  the  honour  to  hold,  he  brought 
with  him  a  firm  attachment  to  the  Confiitution  of  the  country, 
without  which  no  man  was  worthy  to  be  a  member  pf  that  Houfe, 
and  he  was  free  to  fay,  that  \\c  liad  never  intentionally  fwerved 
from  that  integrity  which  it  was  fo  fatisfaflory,  on  recoUe^ion,  to 
have  pr^crved  in  any  fituation,  nor  from  that  independence  which 
was'fo  neccfiar}'  in  that  difiinguiflied  fituation  to  which  he  had  been 
raifcd  by  the  voice  of  that  Houfe.  In  the  maintenance  of  its 
rules,  and  the  difpatch  of  bufinefs,  on  which  its  charadter  and  dig- 
nity fo  much  depended,  he  contefled  himfelf  infinitely  indebted, 
not  merely  for  the  fupport  which  he  had  uniformly  received  in  his 
official  capacity,  but  alfo  for  that  mod  gracious'  indulgence  which 
he  had  frequently  experienced,  and  for  which  he  now  returned  his 
W^rmefi  acknowledgements  to  every  individual  without  diftin<£lion. 
He  would  not  detain  the  Houfe  any  longer,  but  conclude  with  ex- 
prcfluig  his  «ameft  wUh  that  their  decifion,  in  which  he  (b^ui^  mn(^ 
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lTcfpc6lful!y  acquiefcc,  might  be  dlftated  by  wifdom  dire(3e4  to  the 
public  benefit. 

Mr.  Addington  was  then  called  to  the  chair  by  the  unammpiis 
voice  of  the  Houfc,  and  when  he  had  taken  it,  he  returned  his 
warmeft  thanks  for  the  honour  they  had  done  Mm,  the  valufc  of 
which|  he  faid,  was  much  enhanced  by  the  way  in  which  it  was 
(Conferred, 

Mr.  Secretary  DUNDAS  congratulated  the  Speaker  upon  the 
lituation  to  which  he  was  raifcd,  and  he  at  the  fame  time  congra- 
tulated the  Houfe  and  the  public  upon  the  office  being  filled  by  a 
perfon  who  was  fo  eminently  calculated  to  difcharge  its  fiindions. 
As  there  was  nothing  ^ich  he  could  fay  which  had  not  been  anti^ 
cipated  by  the  public  feeling,  he  would  not  dwell  longer  upon  the 
fubje£l|  but  would  merely  move  the  adjournment  of  the  Houfe. 

HOUSE  OF  LORDS, 

fyednefdajt   2%th  September, 

Several  Lords  took  the  oaths. 

Then  three  of  the  Lords  Commtffioners  being  in  their  robes, 
and  feated  as  on  the  preceding  day,  commanded  the  Gentleman 
Uflier  of  the  Black  Rod  to  let  the  Commons  know,  that  the  Lords 
CommifTioners  defired  their  immediate  attendance  in  the  Hoqfe  of 
Lords : 

Who  being  come,  Mr.  Addington  faid. 

My  Lords,  His  Majefty's  moft  dutiful  and  loyal  fubje6)s,  the 
Commons  of  Great  Britain,  in  Parliament  aifembled,  have,  in 
purfuance  of  his  Royal  diredions,  and  according  to  their  undoubted 
rights,  proceeded  to  the  clcdion  of  one  of  their  Members  to  be 
their  Speaker.  Among  fo  many  of  them,  better  qualified  for  this 
high  and  important  truft,  their  choice  has  again  faUen  upon  me. 

His  Majefty  muft,  I  am  afraid,  have  obferved  fo  many  imper* 
fe^lions  in  my  conduft,  during  the  laft  Parliament,  that  I  need 
\xr^  no  other  reafons  to  induce  his  Majefty  to  give  his  £2iithful 
Commons  an  opportunity  of  prefenting  one  worthier  of  their  choicCji 
and  His  Majefiy's  Royal  approbation. 

Then  the  LORD  CHANCELLOR  faid, 

Mr.  Addington,  Your  condufl,  during  the  laft  Parliament,  in 
that  important  truft  to  which  you  arc  now  again  called,  hath  given 
His  Majcfty  the  fulleft  and  moft  convincing  proof  of  your  great 
knowledge,  wifdom,  and  fufficiency.  And  His  Majcfty  hath  com- 
manded us  to  let  you  know,  that  he  entirely  approves  the  choice 
vl.idi  his  Commons  have  made ;  and  we  do,  by  virtue  of  His 
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Majefty's  commiifioni  and  ki  bis  name,  allow  and  coiiflrih  jom  to 
tie  their  Speaker. 

Then  Mr.  SPEAKER  faid. 

My  Lords,  It  is  my  doty  to  refign  myfelf,  as  t  do^  to  His  Ma* 
jcfty*s  determination ;  and  to  bcfcech  His  Majefty's  acceptance  of 
my  moft  humble  and  dutiful  acknowledgements  for  this  frc(h  mark 
of  his  grace  and  favour.  I  have  had  fuch  ample  experience  of  His 
Majedy's  goodnefs^  that,  for  my  encouragement  in  the  execution  of 
this  great  truft,  I  cannot  doubt  of  His  Majcfly's  making  all  juft 
allowances  for  my  failings,  of  his  pardon  for  all  my  future  invo« 
luntary  errors,  at  leaft  that  they  may  not  be  imputed  to  his  faithful 
Commons.  That  they  may  be  the  better  enabled  to  do  their  duty 
to  His  Majefty  and  their  country,  I  do,  in  their  name,  and  on 
their  behalf,  by  humble  petition  to  His  Majefty,  lay  claim  to  all 
their  ancient  rights  and  privileges ;  parficularly  that  their  peribns, 
their  eftates,  and  fervants,  may  be  free  from  arrefts,  and  all  mo. 
legations  ;  that  they  may  enjoy  liberty  of  fpeech  in  all  their  de- 
bates ;  may  have  acccfs  to  His  Majefty's  royal  perfon  whenever 
occadon  (hall  require ;  and  that  all  their  proceedings  may  receive 
from  His  Majefly  the  mod  favourable  conftru6)ion. 

Then  the  LORD  CHANCELLOR  faid— Mr.  Speaker,  Wc 
have  it  in  command  from  the  King  to  acquaint  you,  that  His  MaJ> 
jefty  is  fully  perfuaded  of  the  prudence  and  temper  of  this  Houfe  of 
Commons,  as  well  as  of  their  duty^nd  loyalty. 

And  wc  do,  by  virtue  of  His  Majefty's  commifTion,  and  in  his 
name,  declare  to  you,  that  the  King  grants  and  allows  to  them  all 
their  privileges  in  as  full  and  ample  manner  as  they  have  at  any 
time  heretofore  been  granted  or  allowed  by  His  Majefty,  or  any  of 
his  royal  predeceflbrs. 

As  to  what  concerns  yourfelf,  Sir,  though^  His  Majefty  is  con- 
vinced, Aat  a  perfon  of  your  wifdom  and'difcretion  can  never  ftand 
in  need  of  that  pardon  which  your  modcfty  hath  induced  you  to  aik ; 
yet  His  Majefty  hath  commanded  us  to  aflure  you,  that  you  may 
rely  upon  his  gracious  fupport  and  acceptance  in  your  execution  of 
this  high  and  important  charge  ;  and  that  he  will  put  the  <noft  fa- 
vourable conftrudiion  upon  all  your  words  and  actions. 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

A  number  of  Members  being  met,  and  the  Speaker  having  taken 
the  chair,  the  Ufher  of  the  Black  Rod  came  with  a  meflage  from 
the  Houfe  of  Peers,  commanding  the  Members  of  the  honourable 
Houfe  of  Commons  to  give  their  attendance,  to  prefent  their 
Speaker  for  His  Majefty's  approbation.    The  Speaker,  and  all  the 
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Members  prcfent  went  to  the  Houfc  bf  Lords  acjcordingly ;  and  being 
returned,  the  Speaker  addreflcd  himfclfto  the  Houfe  from  thechaif 
in  nearly  the  following  words : 

It  is  my  duty  to  acquaint  you,  that  this  Houfe  h^  beetl  in  the 
Houfc  of  Peers,. where  His  Majefty,  by  commiflion,  has  beengra- 
cioufly  pleafed  to  approve  of  your  choice  in  the  appointment  you 
have  made  of  a  Speaker,  ftnd  to  grant  and  allow  the  Members  of 
tills  honourable  Houfe  their  petition  and  claim  of  all  their  Slflrient 
rights  and  privileges,  in  as  full  and  ample  a  manner  as  they  have 
been  heretofore  enjoyed  by  their  predecelTors.  It  is  farther  Hift 
Majefty's  gracious  pleafure  that  the  perfons,  dilates,  and  fcrvants  d( 
Members  of  this  Houfe,  (hall  be  free  from  any  aireft  or  molefta- 
tion  whatever ;  and  that  they  (hall  be  allowed  freedom  of  fpeech 
in  their  debates,  as  well  as  uncohtn>lled  accefs  to  His  Majefty's 
]perfon.    . 

It  is  now  fcny  duty  to  repeat  to  this  Houfe  my  mod  grateful  and 
humble  acknowledgements  for  the  proof  they  have  given  me  of  this 
cftcem';  in  the  choice  they  have  made,  it  became  me  to  acqtiiefce, 
and  I  have  now  only  to  exprefs  my  earrieft  hope,  that  my  conduct 
may  always  be  fuch  as  (hall  prove  the'  high  fenfe  I  entertain  of  the 
obligation  conferred  on  me.  There  may  be  many  occalions  When 
it  will  undoubtfedly  be  neceflary  for  me  to  rely  on  the  indulgence  of 
ihis  Houte.  That  I  (hall  receive  that  indulgence  I  have  rtot  k 
doubt.  I  rely  on  the  exertions  of  the  Houfe  in  fupporting  its  own 
dignity^ and  privileges,  by  rendering  me  this  uniform  afliftance  in 
enforcing  the  ftrifteft  obfervancc  of  the  rules  and  orders  of  the 
Houie,  on  the  due  obfervance  of  which  depends  its  very  exifttnce. 
This  fupport  I  have  heretofore  amply  received,  and  I  truft  I  Ihall 
receive  it  in  future. 

It  IS  now  my  duty  to  ftat'e,  that  the  firft  proceedings  of  this 
Houfe  will  be  to  adminifter  the  oaths  required  by  adl  of  Parliament 
to  fuch  of  the  Members  as  htive  not  yet  taken  them. 

iTie  oaths  were  then  adminiftered  to  fuch  Members  as  attended. 

^hurfday^  September  29,  and  Friday y  September  30^ 

The  oaths  were  adminidered  to  fuch  Members  as  had  not  prc- 
vioufly  been  fworn. 

Adjourned  to  Wcdncfday  5  th  Oftober. 

Wednejday^   %th  Oftober, 

Several  Mefnb^s  took  the  oaths. 
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Thurfdayy   6th  O^ober. 

A  Messaob  from  His  Majefty  was  delivered  by  Sir  Francis 
Molyneux,  Gentleman  Uflier  of  the  Black  Red.   * 
Mr.  Speaker, 

7%e  King  commands  this  honouroMe   Hbufe  to  uttend  H:s  Majefly 
immediately  in  the  Houjt  of  Peers^  ■  *' 

Accordingly,  Mr.  Speaker,  with  the  Houfe,  went  up  to  attend 
His  Majefty  ;  and  being  returned, 

A  bill  for  the  more  eSedual  preventing  Clandeftine  Outlawries 
was  read  the  firft  time. 

Refolvcd,  That  this  bill  be  read  a  fecfond  time. 

Mr.  Speaker  reported  that  the  Houfe  had  attended  His  Majefty 
in  the  Houfe  of  Peers,  where  His  Majefty  was  pleafed  to  make  a 
moft  gracious  fpecch  from  the  throne  to  both  Houfes  of  Parliament ; 
of  which,  Mr.  Speaker  faid,  he  had,  to  prevent  miftakes,  obtained 
a  copy,  which  he  read  to  the  Houfe,  and  is  as  follows ;  viz. 
My  Lords,  and  Gentlemen, 

//  is  a  peculiar  fatisfaSf  ion  to  me,  in  the  prefent  conjunBure  of  af- 
fairs,  to  recur  to  your  advice,  after  the  recent   opportunity  which  has 
been  given  for  colleSiing  the  fenfe  of  my  people,  engaged  in  a  difficult 
and  arduous  contefi,  for  the  prefervation  of  all  that  is  mofi  dear  to  us, 

I  hofue  omitted  no  endeavours  for  felting  off  foot  negotiations  to  reflore 
peace  to  Europe,  and  to  fecure  for  the  future  the  general  tranquillity » 
The  Jleps  which  I  hceve  taken  for  this  purpofe  have  at  length  opened  the 
way  to  an  immediate  and  direff  negotiation,  the  iffue  of  which  mufi 
either  produce  the  dejirable  end  of  ajuflj  honourable,  and  f olid  peace 
for  us,  and  for  our  allies,  or  mufl  prove,  beyond  difpute,  to  what 
caufe  alone  the  prolongation  of  the  calamities  of  war  mujl  be  afcribcd. 

I  Jhall  immediately  fend  a  perfon  to  Paris  with  full  poivrrs  to  treat 
for  this  objeSl,  and  it  is  my  anxious  wijb  that  this  meajure  may  lead 
to  the  refioration  of  general  peace :  but  you  mufi  be  fenjible  that  nothing 
canfo  much  contribute  to  give  effect  to  this  dfjire,  as  your  mamfefiing 
that  zue  pfjefs  both  the  determination  and  the  refources  to  cppofe,  with 
increafed  activity,  and  energy,  the  farther  efforts  with  which  we  rhay 
have  to  contend. 

Tou  will  feel  this  peculiarly  neceffary  at  a  moment  when  the  enemy 
has  openly  manlfejied  the  intention  of  attempting  a  defcent  on  thefe  king" 
doms. — It  cannot  be  doubted  what  would  be  the  iffue  of  fuch^  an  enter '^ 
prife  ;  but  it  befits  your  wifdom  to  negleB  no  precautions  that  may  cither 
'  preclude  the  attempt,  '  or  fecure  the  fpeediefl  means' of  turning  it  to  the 
confufton  and  ruin  of  the  memy. 

^n  reviewing  the  events  of  the  year,  ym  will  have  obferoed  that,  by 
the  fkiU  and  exertions  cf^my  navy,  our  extenjive  and  increqfing  com- 

Vol.  I.  •  F 
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merce  has  been  prote6!id  to  a  degree  almoji  beyond  example ^  and  the 
fluts  if  the  enemy  have  for  the  greateft  part  of  the  year,  been  blacked 
up  in  their  own  ports > 

The  operations  in  the  Eaft  and  Weft  Indies  have  been  highly  ho- 
nourabie  to  the  Britifh  arms,  and  productive  of  great  national  ad^um- 
tage  :  and  the  valour  "und  good  conduSt  of  my  forces,  both  by  fea  and 
load,  home  been  eminently  confpicuous. 

Tl)e  fortune  of  war  on  the  continent  has  been  more  various f  and  ike 
pfogrefs  (f  the  French  armies  threatened^  at  one  period,  the  utmoji 
danger  to  all  Europe  /  but  from  the  honourable  and  dignified perfcue- 
ranee  of  my  ally  the  Emperor,  and  from  the  intrepidity,  difiipline^  and 
invincible  fpirit  of  the  h\Ax\zxi  forces^  under  the  aufpicious  conduct  of 
the  Archduke  Cliarlcs,  fuch  a  turn  has  lately  been  given  to  tl>e  courfe  ef 
the  war  J  as  may  infpire  a  well-grounded  confidence  that  the  final  rejult 
of  the  campaign  will  pr^oe  more  difafirous  to  the  enemy  than  its  c»nr 
mencement  and  progrcfs  for  a  time  were  favourable  to  their  Ijopes. 

The  apparently  hojlile  difpofitions  and  conduct  of  the  Court  of  Ma- 
drid have  led  to  difcujfions  of  which  1  am  not  yet  enabled  to  acquaint 
you  with  the  final  refult ;  hut  I  am  confident  that  whatever  may  be 
their  ijff'ue,  1  fludl  have  given  to  Europe  a  farther  proof  of  my  modera- 
tion  and  forbearance  ;  and  lean  have  no  doubt  of  your  detenniaation  to 
dfendy  againfi  every  aggrejfi^n,  the  dignity y  rights^  and  interefis  of 
//>#.Briti(h  empire. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Commonsy 

/  rely  on  ymr  %eal  and  public  fpirit  for  fuch  fupplies  as  you  merf 
think  necefj'ary  for  the  fcrvice  of  the  year.'  It  is  a  great  fatisfn&ion 
to  me  to  obferve  tijaty  notwithjianding  the  temporary  enibaraffmenPs 
which  have  been  experien'cedy  theflate  of  the  conmterce,  manufaSfures, 
and  revenue  of  the  country^  proves  the  real  extent  andfoUdity  of  cur 
rcfourccSy  and  furnijhes  you  fuch  means  as  viufl  be  equal  to  any  ex^^- 
tions  which  the  prcfcnt  crifts  may  require* 
My  Lords,  and  Gentlemen, 

The  diflrejjes  which  were  in  the  lafl  year  experienced  from  the  fear- 
city  of  corn  are  now,  by  the  blejfing  of  God,  happily  remcvtdy  and  an 
abundant  harvejt  affords  the  pleafwg  prof  peel  of  relief  in  that  important 
article  to  the  labouring  chiffi^  of  the  community. ^^^Our  internal  trcn- 
quillity  has  alfo  continued  widijiurbed^^the ,  general  attachment  of  vty 
people  to  the  Britidi  Conflitution  has  appeared  on  every  occafion^  and  the 
endeavours  of  thofe  who  wift>td  to  introduce  anarchy  and  confufion  into 
this  count ryy  have  been  repreffed  by  the  energy  and  wifdom  of  the  laws. 

To  defeat  all  the  dejigns  of  our  enemies,  to  reflore  to  my  people  the 
bkjfings  of  a  fecure  and  honourable  peace^  to  maintain  ifwiolate  their 
religion^  iawsy  and  liberty j  and  to  deliver  drwn  unimpaired  to  the  la-* 
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tsft  pojkrity^  the  glory  aid  happinefs  of  thtfe  tingekmtj  u  the  conjlant 
Tvijh  of  my  hearty  and  the  unifopn  end  of  all  my  aStions.  In  every 
nuafure  that  can  conduce  to  thefe  objects ^  I  am  confident  of  receiving  the 
firmy  zeidouSf  and  affe3ianate  fupport  of  my  parliament. 

Vifcount  MORPETH,    (fon  of  the  Earl  of    Carlifle)    rofc 
to  move  Ihe   addrefs.     His  Lordfliip  ^id,  as  he  wds  not  in  Ihe 
habit  of  addrefiir^  that  Houfe,  he  hoped  he  ihould  experience  its 
indulgence  on  the  prefent  occafioru     He  felt  however   fomewhat 
emboldened,  from  the  confideracion  of  dae  contents  of  the  ipcech 
they  had  juft  heard,  and  which,  he  flattered himfelf,  would  meet 
the   cordial  approbation  of  the  Houfe.     He  conlidered  it  more 
peculiarly   incumbent  upon  thofe  who  had  the  honour' of  a  feat  in 
that  Hode,  Xxy  come  forward,  as  earty^  as  poffible,  to  give  their 
opinbn  upon  public  afialrs.  Und^rthis  iinpreflfion  he  ftood  forward. 
He  trufted   that  the  fentimcnts  avowed  in  His  Majefty's  fpoech, 
would  tend  to  reconcile  tliat  variety  and  oppofidon  of  fentiment 
which  had  hitherto  fubfifte(^ ;  for^  whatever  opinions  gentlemen 
might  have  entertained  with  refpedl  to  the  origin  of  the  war,  an4 
the  manner  in  which  it  had  been- conducted,  it  muft  aflfurediy  g^ve 
them  fatisfaiStion  to  concur  in  a.  motion  which  had  for  itsobjeiS  the 
expeditii^  of  an  honourable  peace.     Tho{b  who  thought  that  this 
was  a  war  juft  and  neccffary  in  its  commencement,  and  unavoid- 
able in  it^  continuance,  nfuft  alfo  rejoice  that  the  period  is  arrived 
in  which  a  negociation  may  be  entered  into  \  that  there  exited  in 
France  a  government  of  a   ftabifity  and  permanen.'!e  that  might 
with  fafety  be  treated  with.     They  mod  all  be  happy  that  fteps 
had  been  taken  to  enter  into  a  negociation,  that  a   paffporH  was 
arrived  for  a  Mcnifter  from  this  country  to  proceed  to  Paris.     He 
hoped  that  fuch  negociation  would  come  to  a  favourable  iffue,  but  fai»- 
guine  as  he  was  in  that  hope,  he  did  not  v«  i(h  that  we  (hould  negleft 
to  adopt  thofe  meafures  of  aifHvity  th^  might  tend  to  fwriKtate  that 
objedi.     'He  hoped  alfo,^  that  we  (boold  not  negledt  employing  oer 
mfources  to  the  utmoil  advantage,  and  that  we  (boukl  (hew  that 
while  we  are  deikous-  for  peace,  we  axe  neverdielefs  in  a  condition 
to  continue  the  contcft,  and  that,  if  neceflfary,  we  can  redouble 
our  effiuts  for  the  continuance  of  die  war,  by  continmng  if  polTible 
by  fncreafxngouy  exectionsy  we  diould  be  prcpaved  whatever  might 
be  the  iifne'  of  negociation  :  if  fucecfsiul,  ^  Houfe  would  have 
the  pride  and  faris&^kion  of  having  placed  the  country  in  that  re- 
fpe^ablc  ftate  of  defence,  which  enabled  it  to  treat  on  juft  and^ 
honourable  terms ;  if  unfoccefefut,  we  Aould  have  at  leaft  the  con- 
iblatiem  of  having  contributed  ^  imieh  as  poffibbe  to  the  fecuriry 
and  pn>t  iSfien  of  the  connifj,    and  kwing  prepared  it  for  that  pain- 
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fuly  though  neceiTaryi  alternative,  the  continuation  6f  an  obftinate 
war.     He  was  glad  to  obfervc,  that  if  this  painful  alternative 
Ihould  become  unavoidable»  our  refources  would  be  adequate ;  and 
here  he  muft  obferve,  that  the  fpeech  from  the  Throne  was  fully 
juftified,  fully  as  to  the  condition  of  our  trade  and  commerce  : 
they  certainly  were  flouring  to  a  high  degree,  as  was  evinced  by 
the  produce  of  the  duties  upon  our  imports  and  exports,  and  by  the 
general  Aate  of  our  revenue.     It  was  a  fa£l  upon  which  reliance 
might  be  placed,  that  our  exports  for  the  laft  half  year  exceeded 
by  tWo  millions  fterling  the  amount  of  the  half  year,  which    cor- 
refponded  with  it  in  the  preceding  year.     This  was  a  matter  that 
xnuft  afibrd  them  the  utmoll  fatisfadlion,  fince  it  incontrovertibly 
proved  that  the  commerce  of  the  country  was  progrcflively  increafing, 
and  its  refources  incxhauftcd.     Let  it  be  remembered  alfo  that  our 
dommercial  profpcrity  has  rifen  to  fuch  a  pitch  during  a  period  of 
war,  and  amidft  all  the  preiTure  with  which  it  was  accompanied. 
It  was  alfo  a  fource  of  the  higheft  exultation,  that  the  naval  cha* 
ra£ter  of  the  country  (logd  upon  as  refpc£lable  a  footing  as  it  ever 
had  done  at  any  former  period. — Great  Britain  ilill  held  the  domi- 
nion of  the  f<^a,  and  the  valour  of  our  fleets  and   armies  had  ob- 
tained for  us  new  and  fplendid  acquifitions  in  the.  Eaft  Indies  and 
the  Weft.     In  Europe,  it  was  true,  the  courfe  of  events  had  not 
been  fo  gratifying,  but  of  late  they  had  much  improved.     Afto- 
ni(hed  and  difmayed  as  they  muft  have  been  at  the  fucceffes  of  our 
enemies  in  the  former  part  of  the  campaign,  thofe  fuccefles  had 
Jbeen  efFeSually  checked,  and  their  dreaded  confequences  prevent- 
ed by  the  bravery  of  our  Auftrian  allies,  and  by  the  wife  and 
heroic  condudl  of  the  Archduke   Charles,  who  had  defeated  the 
gigantic  ,  projects,  and  rendered  nugatory  the  boafted  fuccefles  of 
our  fpps.     With  regard  to  the  conduft  of  Spain,  as  there  was 
nothing  final  upon  that  fubjedt  before  the  Houfe,  he  thought  it  his 
duty  to  abftain  from  comments  upon  it.     He  believed,  however, 
that,  if  the  iflfue  ihould  be  unfortunate,  no  blame  would  be  fairly 
imputable  to  the  adminiftration  of  this  country.     As  to  otlr  inter- 
nal (ituation,  we  had  witneflcd  it  for  fome  time  paft  with  joy  and 
exultation,  and  had  reafon  to  congratulate  His  Majcfty  and  the 
people,  at  laige  upon  our  aufpicious  profpedl  in  that  refpeft.     We 
had   been  favoured  with  an    abundant  harveft,,  and  the  grcatcft 
plenty  was  now  fecured  to  the  people  of  thefe  kingdoms.      Viewing, 
as  he  did,  the  (ituation  of  our  aftairs  in  all  refpeds,  he  tliought 
he  did  not  hope  for  too  much  when  he  hoped  the  Houfe  would  ftp- 
port  him  in  the  motion  with  which  he  fhould  have  the  honour  of 
concluding,  as  he  trufted  it  would  be  one  ftep  towards  the  attaia-* 
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ment  of  a  peace  that  would  be  honourable  to  diis  nation.     He 
concluded  with  moving : 

y  That  an  humble  addrefs  be  pi^fentcd  to  His  Majefty,  to  re- 
turn His  Majefty  the  thanks  of  this  Houfe  for  his  mod  gracious 
fpeech  from  the  throne. 

"  To  aflTure  His  Majefty,  that  we  are  deeply  fenfible  of  His 
Majefty's  parental  regard  for  the  intereft  of  his  fubjedls,  in  having 
omitted  no  endeavours  for  fetting  on  foot  negociations  to  reftore 
peace  to  Europe,  and  to  fecure  for  the  future  the  general  tran- 
quillity. 

**  That  we  rejoice  to  learn,  that  the  fteps  which  have  been  tsdien 
for  this  purpofe  have  at  length  opened  the  way  to  an  immediate  and 
direct  negociation,  which,  we  doubt  not,  will  be  fo  condu£t^  on 
His  Majefty's  part,  as  either  to  produce  the  delirable  end  of  a  juft, 
honourable,  and  folid  peace  for  us  and  for  our  allies,  or  to  prove^ 
beyond  difpute,  to  what  caufe  alone  the  prolongation  of  the  Cala- 
mities of  war  muft  be  afcribed. 

**  That  we  join  with  His  Majefty  in  an  anxious  wifti,  that  the 
ftep  which  His  Majefty  propofes  to  take  of  fending  a  perfon  to 
Paris,  with  full  powers  to  treat,  may  lead  to  the  reftoration  of 
general  peace  ;  but  we  are  fully  feniiblc,  that  nothing  can  fo  much 
contribute  to  give  efie6):  to  this  deiire  as  manifefting  that  we  pof- 
fefs  both  the  determination  and  the  refources  to  oppofe,  with  en- 
creafed  activity  and  energy,  the  farther  efforts  with  which  we  may 
have  to  contend. 

**  That  we  muft,  indeed,  feel  this  to  be  peculiarly  ncceflTaiy 
when  an  intention  has  been  openly  manifefted  of  attempting  a 
dcfcent  on  thefe  kingdoms  ;  and  that  although  it  cannot  be  doubt- 
ed what  would  be  the  ifttie  of  fuch.  an  enterprize,  we  deem  it  an 
iridifpenfable  duty  to  negledl  no  precautions  that  may  either  pre- 
clude the  attempt,  or  to  fecure  the  fpeedicft  means  of  turning  it  to 
the  confufton  and  ruin  of  the  enemy. 

**  That  in  reviewing  the  events  of  the  year  we  have  not  failed 
to  obferve,  with  a  juft  fatisfa^lion,  that  by  the  (kill  and  exertions  of 
His  Majefty*s  navy  our  extend vc  and  increafing  commerce  has  been 
protected  to  a  degree  almoft  beyond  example  ;  and  that  the  fleets, 
of  the  enemy  have,  for  the  grcateft  part  of  the  yea»,  been  blocked 
up  in  their  own  ports. 

**  We  conftder  the  operations  in  the  Eaft  and  Weft  Indies  as 
produdtive  of  great  national  advant^ige,  and  as  difpbyin^the  valour 
and  good  conduct  of  His  Majefty's  forces,  both  by  fea  and  land, 
in  a  degree  highly  honourable  to  the  Britifh  arms. 

**  ThjU  having  contemplated^  with  anxious  fulicitude,  the  va- 
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laft  three  years,  namely,  to  open  a  ncgociadon ;  this,  which  is  the 
leading  feature  of  the  fpeech,  ought  undoubtedly  to  reconcile  nne  to 
the  addrefs  which  has  been  moved,  and  I  fhould  be  happy  if  it 
contained  no  other  features  of  a  lefs  pleafing  afped,  and  that  I  coiild 
have  given  mjr  entire  approbation  to  every  part  of  the  addrefs.  Of 
thatftriking  feature  I  mod  cordially  and  highly  approve.  I  can- 
not forget  how  often  I  have  advifed  this  meafure,  nor  how  often, 
without  fuc6ds,  I  have  prefled  it  upon  Minifters  ;  but,  however 
I  may  lament  that  the  counfcl  was  not  taken  before  a  hundred  mil- 
lions of  money  was  fpent,  and  thoufands  of  lives  .devoted  to  the 
cruel  conted,  yet  it  muft  dn^w  from  me  my  warm  approbation 
now  that  it  hath  been  followed.  He  who  thought  that  the  war 
was  originally  unncceiTary,  and  (hat  every  moment  fince  its  com- 
mencement was  a  proper  moment  for  commencing  a  negociation 
fer  peace,  cannot  objeA  to  the  meafure  which  His  Majefiy  has 
announced  that  he  has  been  advifed  to  take  in  the  prefent  moment. 
I  will  not  fay  one  word  about  the  particular  and  the  fit  time  for 
fuch  a  mea(^re,  all  times  appearing  to  me  to  be  equally  wife  and 
lalutary  for  endeavouring  to  redore  to  the  people  the  blefllngs  of 
peace.  Nor  will  I  recoiled,  much  lefs  retaliate,  the  perfonal  in- 
▼e£lives  that  were  thrown  againd  myfelf ;  that  an  attempt  to  nego- 
ciatc  with  fuch  a  people,  was  to  lay  His  Majefty's  crown  at  their 
feet,  and  that  it  was  a  degradation  of  the  honour  and  dignity  of 
Great  Britain — that  to  propofe  to  open  a  negociation  was  in  fa6t  to 
fue  for  peace,  and  that  fuch  condu^l  was  neither  dignified  nor 
politicaL  .  Such  was  the  language  of  the  lad  Parliament,  and  fuch 
was  the  animadvcrnon  made  on  die  advice  which  I  then  gave.  I 
will  content  myfelf  with  repeating  what  I  then  faid,  that  "  to  pro- 
pofe a  negociation  is  not  to  fuc  for  peace."  It  is  at  every  moment 
dignified  and  proper  to  ftrivc  to  rcftorc  the  blcflings  of  peace  ;  and 
it  is  certainly  one  thing,  to  propofe  a  negociation  in  which  terms  are 
to  be  fairly  and  manfully  difcuficd  ;  and  another,  to  fuc  to  your 
enemy  for  peace.  He  who  objects  to  tliis  difiiniElion  is  nbt  ani- 
mated by  that  feeling  which  ought  ever  to  be  uppermoft  in  the 
mind  of  a  (latefman — an  anxious  defire  of  (hortening  the  calamity 
of  war,  and  of  paving  the  May,  by  every  practicable  means,  to  ^ 
that  defirable  end.  He  ought  ever,  therefore,* to  make  it  manifeft 
in  his  conduct,  that  no  career  of  conqueft,  dnd  no  reverie  of  for- 
tune, can  divert  him  from  that  fingle  objedt — a  negociation  for 
peace  in  preference  to  any  other  objedt.  I  repeat^  therefore,  that 
I  mod  perfeflly  and  entirely  s4>proYe  of  the  prefent  meafure,  and 
(hall  hot  now  mix  my  aflent  to  that  part  of  tne  addrefs  with  any 
_   obfcrvation  on  the  tardy  and  protrafted  manner  in  which  it  has  been 
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at  lengUi  refolved.  upon.  And  thus  approving  of  the  princijKd 
fcfiture  of  the  addrefs,  I  am  extremely  unwilling  to  oppofc  any  ottec 
rt  of  ity  and  wifli  that  it  had  been  fo  worded  as  to  have  engaged 
e  perfed  unanimity  of  the  whole  Houfe.— There  arc  fomc  cx- 
preffions,  however,  of  which  I  muft  take  notice,  and  I  (hall  do 
fo  rather  with  the  intention  of  explaining  the  vote  which  I  flmll 
give,  than  of  moving  any  thing  upon  them.  And  firft,  in  the 
very  opening  of  the  ijpeech  there  is  an  exprcflion  tliat  Hh  Majelty 
has  *^  ufed  every  endeavbur  to  open  a  n^gocjation  /'  now,  unlefs 
by  the  words  "  every  endeavour*'  it  b  meant  to  hj  that  every 
endeavour  has  been  ufed  fince  the  clofe  of  the  lad  Parliament^  we 
ought  not  to  agree  to  the  expreflion  ;  for  undoubtedly  Minifters 
cannot  exped  that  gentlemen  who,  like  myfelf,  objeifted  Ib.fne- 
quently  to  their  refufal  to  exert  any  effort  at  all,  ihcndd  now 
acquiefce  in  an  alfertion  that  they  had  ufed  every  end^vour  to  bring 
about  a  negociation.  Unlefs,  therefore,  it  is  meant  to  allude  to  the 
endeavours  which  His  Majefiy  has  made  fince  die  clofe  of  the  laft 
Parliament,  endeavours  which  I  am  willing  lotakeupon  truft,  I  de* 
fire  that  it  may  be  clearly  underibod  that  I  am  not  to  be  preclodod 
by  my  vote  this  night  from  ammadverting  upon  ^ts  Majefty's  Mi* 
nifters  for  their  former  want  of  endeavours  to  bring  ^bout  a  ncgocU* 
tion  for  peace.  There  is  much  that  deferves  praife  in  the  oon- 
ftru£tion  of  die  prefent  ipeech*  Minifters  have  omitted  the  woxtk 
to  which  they  have  been  fb  biggotcd  heretofore,  of  the  war  haviiy 
been  undertaJcen  for  *^  the  caufe  of  religion,  humanity,  and  focial 
order,"  words  calculated  only  to  inflame  and  to  exafperate  the  two 
nations  againft  each  other,  and  to  iet  the  probability  of  peace  at  a 
greater  difhnce  ;  neither  have  diey  come  forward  with  dieir  con- 
ftant  and  unfounded  [rfirafe,  **  that  the  war  was  neceflaiy."  They 
have  a^led  wifely  in  thus  abfiainlng  from  intemperate  langpage  i  for 
furely  at  a  time  when  they  are  about  to  negpciatc  for  a  peace,  it 
would  liave  been  peculiar)^  ill-jl^4|ed  and  mfeafbnabte,  to  have 
made  ufo  of  language  repuUive  and  bitter  to  die  people  with  whoni 
you  bad  to  treiat ;  nor  would  it  hare  been  wife  to  introduce  words 
calculated  to  prevent  unanimity  ia  thia  Houfe^  upon  dif  (ourle 
which  Hh,  MzjdRj  has  been  dowly  advifedf  to-  purfue  ;  for  aboqt 
the  nccefTity  of  the  war,  and  sdl  the  jasgpn  of  qathels  that  have 
been,  applied  to  it,  there  muft  always  contintte  id  10  fundamental 
dUiSsience  of  opinioiT* 

There  are  other  parts  of  the  fpeech  whidi-pediaps  demand  a 

Iktle  explanatioa,  and  whidk  if  wc  pais  wtr  for  die  tiqM,  it  is  to 

be  underftood  that  we  are  left  at  fott  Uheny  to  iacyibe  and  lo 

quefiina  the  aflertioos^  hereafter ;.  fuch  W  the  dcplaratioa  of  the 
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flourifliing  Aate  of  our  manufaduresy  tradei  and  commerce.  I 
iriuft  take  this  upon  truft  ;  I  cannot  objc6l  to  a  fa(S,  the  proofs  of 
which  I  have  not  before  me.  We  (hall  foon  have  the  means  of 
knowing,  upon  better  authority  than  mere  affcnion,  the  ftate  of 
the  country  ;  and  I  truft  it  will  turn  out  to  be  profperous  and  flou- 
rifhing.  Our  agreeing  to  the  aflcrtion  in  the  mean  time,  muft  not 
bcconftrued  to  preclude  us  from  inquiry,  muchlefs  to  involve oup 
affent.  'When  I  hear  it  faid,  that  by  the  flourifliing  ftate  rf  our 
manufadures,  trade,  and  commerce,  our  refources  are  ample  and 
fufficicnt  for  the  crifis  in  which  we  are  involved,  I  mufthefitate  in 
giving  credit  to  an  aflcrtion  which  is  fo  little  fupported  by  the  public 
appearance  of  things.  I  muft  think  when  I  look  at  the  price  of 
the  general  funds  of  the  country,  the  ftate  of  the  transferable  fccu« 
rities  of  Government,  the  monftrous  difcounts  upon  the  enormous 
quantity  of  paper  which  they  have  iflued,  together  with  the  daily 
conferences  of  which  we  hear  for  fchemes  to  relieve  the  pecuniary 
embarraflments  of  trade,  I  muft  be  led  to  think  that  our  refources 
are  Jn  a  Icfs  favourable  ftate  than  His  Majefty's  Minifters  have 
chofen  to  make  us  believe  they  are  ;  and  when  the  queftion  comes 
hereafter  faiirly  before  us,  then,  and  not^now,  will  be  the  proper 
moment  for  afoertaihing  the  truth  of  this  important  h&,  and  of 
making  the  proper  declaration  thereon.  There  is  one  other  part 
of  the  fpcech,  I  believe  it  is  nearly,  if  not  the  concluding  fentence, 
upon  which  I  cannot  forbear  to  make  fome  obfervations ;  it  is  that 
part  of  the  addrefs  in  which  we  are  made  to  rejoice  in  the  general 
tranquillity  of  the  country,  a  fentimcnt  in  which  I  heartily  concur, 
for  tranquillity  at  all  times  is  a  moft  deiirable  thing  ;  but  when  we 
proceed  farther  and  hear  this  tranquillity  afcribed  toCthe  wifdom  and 
energy  of  the  laws,  infinuating  that  the  laws  which  were  pafled  in  the 
laft  feflion  of  the  laft  Parliament,  have  fecured  to  us  this  tranquillity 
and  triumphed  over  anarchy  and  confufion,  I  muft  enter  my  folemn 
proteft  againft  the  whole  of  this  aflcrtion,  and  againft  all  fuch  af- 
fertions.  I  have  never  been  convinced  that  there  were  any  fuch 
perfons  in  this  country,  or  at  leaft  that  there  were  any  nuoiber  of 
perfons  in  this  country  deflrous  of  anarchy  and  confufion,  worthy 
the  atterition  of  His  Majefty,  or  of  this  Houfe;  but  I  muft  £oi 
lemnly  proteft  againft  the  infinuation,  that  it  is  to  the  enei^gy  of 
thofe  laws  that  we  are  indebted  for  the  genenl  tranquillity  that  is 
faid  to  have  reigned ;  general  tranquillity  arifing  out  of  the  obe- 
dience which  a  rational  people  chieerfully  pay  to  good  laws  muft 
always  be  a  fubje£l  of  real  rejoicing ;  but,  if  it  is  meant  to  bq 
faid,  that  general 'tranquillity  has  fprurig  out  of  the  twd  laws  of  the 
laft  feflion  of  the  laft  Parliament— laws  which  ought  to  be  the  ob- 
ject of  our  terror  and  abhorxence,  and  which  are  calculated  to  cxr- 
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cite  tbefe  feelings,  I  cannot  rejoice  in  any^fuch  tranquillity.  Should 
I  be  afkedy  have  thefe.  laws  produced  tranquillity  ?  I  anfwer,  no: 
it  h  not  in  the  nature  of  fuch  laws  to  produce  tranquillity. — Such 
laws  may  produce  a  forced  quiet,  which  I  confider  as  a  real  alarm. 
Do  we  rejoice  in  fuch  a  tranquillity,  where  difcuffion  is  to  be  Aified, 
and  men  are  to  brood  in  fecret  over  the  grievs^nces  which  they 
feel  ? — No :  fuch  a  tranquillity  alarms  me  more  than  tumult.  It 
is  a  tranquillity  which  every  man  who  loves  freedom  ought  to  fee 
with  pain— every  man  who  loves  order  ought  to  fee  with  terror^ 
Sir,  to  the  Coi:\/litution  no  man  can  feel  a  (Ironger  attachment  than 
m)rfelf :  but  I  will  not  fport  with  the  word  Conftitution  ;  I  will 
not  ufe  the  word  without  explaining  it :— My  attachment  is  to  the 
Conflitution  under  which  I  was  born — under  which  I  was  bred—" 
not  to  that  of  the  laft  Parliament,  which  did  more  to  maim  and 
disfigure  the  antient  Conftitution  of  England  than  any  former  Par« 
liament  that  ever  fat  within  thcfe  walls.  To  the  protedlion  of  the 
antient  Conftitution  alone  I  afcribe  that  undifturbed  tranquillity 
which  the  country  has  enjoyed.  Let  me,  then,  Sir,  be  clearly 
underftood,  that  I  do  not  join  in  this  infinuation  of  praife  upon 
thefe  abominable  laws,  nor  afcribe  to  them  effedts  to  which  I  be- 
iieve  them  to  be  inapplicable.  Much  as  I  wi(h  for  a  general  appro- 
bation of  the  mcafure  of  endeavouring  to  procure  peace  to  this  coun- 
try, yet.  Sir,  I  (hould  think  it  was  purchafcd  at  too  dear  a  rate, 
if  coupled  with  the  approbation  of  thefe  abhorrent  laws  ;  and  I  have 
thought  it  my  duty  to  fay  fo  much,  that  my  vote  might  not  be 
mlfinterpreted  into  an  acquiefcence  of  this  part  of  the  addrefs.  I 
am  one  who  think  that  the  whole  fydem  of  the  war  has  been  a 
faulty  fyAem  ;  that  the  fyftem  of  domeftic  politics  has  been  equally 
faulty  ;  I  mud,  therefore,  be  of  opinion,  that  whatever  the  refuit 
of  the  negociations  may  be,  it  will  ftill  be  the  duty  of  the  Houfe  to 
reconfider  the  general  fyfiem  of  politics  adopted  of  late  years,  and 
whether  it  be  poflible  to  go  on  if  that  fyftcm  be  perfevered  in. 
Peace  certainly  is  the  great  obje£l :  it  is  preferable  to  any  iingle  ob- 
je£l  of  policy ;  but  whether  peace  will  be  effcflual  if  there  be  no 
change  in  domcftic  politics,  may  be  a  matter  of  doubt.  That 
peace,  however,  will  be  beneficial,  whatever  may  be  the  fyften 
purfiied,  I  am  ready  to  affert.  If  the  fydcm  continue  to  be  a  bad 
Qqe>  pe^Kre  will  diipinilh  the  calamities  of  it ,  if  it  be  amended, 
peace  wQl  aiigmcnt  the  benefits  of  it.  At  all  events,  peace  muft 
be  dcfinbie.  In  one  cafe  it  will  be  a  palliative,  in  the  other  it 
Irill  be  a  remedy ;  but  in  both  cafes  it  cannot  but  be  produ£li>fe  of 
goody  and,  therefore,  it  ihall  have  my  warraeft  fupport. — The 
noble  I^ord  who  moved  the  addrefs  with  fo  much  credit^  as  to  juf- 
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tify  the  Houfc  in  entertmning  the  mod  promifing  expe£hitions  of 
hiiDy  and  the  noUe  Lord  well  knows  diat  it  muft  at  all  times  af- 
ford me  peculiar  pleafure  to  hear  him  diftinguifh  himfelf  as  he  has 
done  this  evening,  the  noble  Lord,  I  fay,  went  a  little  faiAer  than 
die  fpeechy  and  in  fpeaking  of  the  proper  period  for  negoc&tion, 
fajd,  that  the  prefent  Government  of  France  poflefling  Aabilitj, 

?ofrefling  fecurity,  was  a  proper  Government  to  ncgociate  with. 
f  you  treat  with  a  power,  you  ought  to  fpeak  with  refpeft  of  that 
power.  It  is  therefore  that  I  approve  of  the  noble  lord's  fenti* 
ment^;  for  it  muft  have  ftruck  him^  as  it  muft  ftrike  cveiy  fenfiblc 
perfon,  that  if  you  mean  to  n^ociate  with  the  French  Govern- 
meoty  you  ought  to  fpeak  with  refpe£l  andcivility  of  the  Execative 
PiredlQry.  I  wifli  diat  fomething  more  of  this  kind  had  been  in- 
troduced into  the  fpeech  and  the  addrefs.  I  do  not  mean  to  fay 
Ibar  it  was  necellary  to  ftate  the  ftability  and  fecurity  of  the  prefent 
Government  of  Trance;  but  after  all  the  jealoufiei  and  peifonali- 
fles  that  have  been  entertained,  I  fliould  have  expedled  that  His 
Majefty  would  have  told  us  to  whom  he  was  fending  a  perfon ;  and 
if  not  to  what  government,  at  leafi  to  what  country  i  I  (hould 
have  expe£led,  that  if  in  our  differences  with  Holland,  His  Ma* 
Jefty  had  fent  a  perfon  on  a  miflfion  to  the  Hague,  he  would  have 
made  mention  of  the  States  General.  '  I  did  cxpe6^,  therefore,  that 
he  would,  in  this  cafe,  have  told  us  that  he  meant  to  fend  a  perfon 
tb  the  Executive  Direflory  of  the  French  Republic.  I  perceive 
gentlemen  on  the  JoAicn  fide  of  the  Houfe  laugh  at  this  expreffio^. 
Are  the  Members  of  the  Executive  Dire£lory  fo  obfcure  in  Europe, 
that  if  they  had  not  been  named,  we  ihould  not  have  known'  to 
whom  we  hgd  been  fending  a  perfon  ?  It  is  on  this  account  that  I 
thought  the  fentiment  exprefled  by  the  noble  Lord,  refpediing  the 
prdcnt  Government  of  France,  a  proof  of  h\$  good  fcnfe.  I 
know  it  nuy  be  faid  that  men  .are  apt  to  be  tenacious  of  their  own 
opinions  ;  that  I  have  carried  the  opinions  which  I  exprcfled  in  the 
American  war  into  this  war,  and  that,  as  in  the  former  inftancc, 
I  fiipfXMted  the  reeognition  of  American  independence,  I  have  In 
the  latter  fupported  the  recognition  of  the  French  Republic.  Tiiis ' 
nlay  be  the  cafe  \  but  I  muft  contend  that  it  is  agreeable  to  common 
fenfe,  that  when  you  enter  into  a  negociation,  there  may  be  points 
whiqh  are  not  of  a  nature  to  be  infifted  upon  by  the  power  negb- 
Ciated  with,  but  which  are  calculated  to  conciliate  efteem,  or  if  you 
%¥ill,  to  gratify  the  pride  of  fuch  a  power;  that  the  Executive 
Direfioiy  are  in  fuch  a  fituatlon  as  to  have  their  pride  hurt  by  the 
omiflii^  of  iiich  pibints,  I  do  not  believe ;  but  if  I  were  nego- 
ciating  with  any  gentleman,  I  ihould  certainly  take  care  not  to  do 
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any  ihtng  that  mi^t  feem  to  6e  a  purpoTed  ofnifliort,  ot  i  calliftg  ih 
queition  of  any  of  the  titles  and  dignities  by  which  fach  gentleman  was 
diftinguxflicd.  If  thefe  things  were  omitted  in  the  fpeech  fx^om  tiert 
inadvertency^  I  (hall  be  extremely  glad  to  find  that  there  is  no  other 
caufe.  But  they  arc  material  in  another  point  of  view — that  the 
liegociation  may  be  fuccefsful,  I  fincerely  hope — but  if  utrfortu-- 
natdy  ic  ihould  not  be  fuccefsful,  much  would  have  been  gained  by 
an  attention  to  thefe  things ;  liiey  would  have  ferved  to  have  con- 
vinced the  people  that  the  nature  of  the  conteft  was  changed,  and 
that  all  ideas  of  rcftoring  the  old  Government  of  France,  or  of  in- 
terfering in,  the  internal  affairs  of  France,  had  been  abandoned. 
I  am  fure  that  this  would  have  produced  the  greateft  advantages, 
on  the  fuppofition  that  the  war  was  to  be  prolonged ;  upon  this 
fubjeA,  however,  I  do  not  mean  to  prefs  any  alteration  in  the  ad- 
drefs,  becaufc,  if  omitted  by  accident,  I  will  not  thwart  the  pro- 
fecution  of  the  main  obje£l  by  my  rcmark ;  they  might  rcfufe  my 
amendment,  though  convinced  of  their  own  error,  from  an  uhwiU 
lingnefs  to  be  fo  correded ;  and  this  is  not  the  moment  in  which  I 
ihall  endeavour  to  throw  any  thing  that  may  be  conftrued  into  a 
check  upon  their  condu(Si.  It  is  my  wifh  to  leave  them  fpU 
powers ;  and  therefore  I  mention  the  circumftance  without  mean- 
ing to  move  any  amendment  inconfequence  of  it.  On  the  fubjeft 
of  the  fituation  of  this  country  with  refped  to  Spain  I  (hall  fay  no- 
thing, becaufe  His  MajeAy  has  informed  u%  that  he  is  not  yet 
enabled  to  acquaint  us  widi  the  iflfue  of  the  difcuflions  that  have 
been  entered  into  with  that  power.  Minifters  fay  that  they  have 
been  forbearing :  I  hope  it  will  be  proved  fo.  I  hope  too  that  the 
country  will  learn  by  the  fevere  leflbn  w^ich  the  Amierican  war, 
and  ^e  prefent  war,  have  afibrded  them,  that  moderation  and 
Ibibearanoe  arc  dxe  moft  fitting  charafterifiics  of  a  great  naticnt, 
and  the  moft  confident  with  true  magnanimity.  I  own  I  was 
fanguine  enough  to  fuppofe  that  the  American  war  had  taught  them 
experienco— •!  was  miflaken ;  a  fccond  leflbn  of  adverfity  was 
neceflary  ;  afecond  leflbn  they  haye  had,  and  I  truft  it  will  provt 
effedtual.  (3n  the  differences  with  Spain  I  (hall,  at  1  have  before 
Aated,  (ay  nothing ;  it  is  not  now  the  period  to  look  back,  a  retr&P 
fpedt  muft  come,  but  not  at  prefent ;  yet  the  vdjr  apprehenfion  of 
a  war  with  Spain,  affords  a  proof  of  the  (hort-fightednefs  of  human 
wifdom.  At  the  time  when  we  entered  into  the  war,  Spain  and 
Phiflia  werc  our  firmeft  allies.  Now,  however,  we  arc  to  expied)^, 
diat  if  the  war  be  continued,  we  are  to  have  an  enemy  in  Spain*-^ 
Of  Proffia  I  hear  noting,  but  I  may  at  lead  fuppofe  that  wc  havfc 
no  reafon  to  txgcSt  any  great  afli(bmce  from  that  power.  •  It  Mk 
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^  .been  faid  that  experience  may  be  booght  too  dear ;  as  we  have  paid 
fo  dear  a  price  for  tt|  let  us  at  lead  have  the  benefits  of  it>  and  let 
us  go  to  negociation  with  moderadon  and  forbearance*  Of  the 
terms  of  peace  \  purpofely  avoid  faying  any  thing.  I  know  the 
refources  of  the  country  to  be  dill  great«  and  fure  I  am,  that  if 
the  people  are  conviiy:ed  that  the  ambition  of  France  renders  it 
neceflfary  to  employ  force,  and  to  continue  the  war,  thofe  refources 
Will  be  afforded  with  the  utmoft  readinefs.  What  are  likely  to  be 
the  terms  of  peace,  I  will  not  even  conjediure ;  what  hitherto  has 
been  done  can  only  be  confidered  as  an  overture  towards  that  de- 
firable  obje<fl ;  but  I  have  no  difficulty  in  faying,  that  we  ought  to 
nqgociate  in  the  fpirit  of  great  moderation.  By  the  fpirit  of  great 
moderation,  I  do  not  mean  that  we  (hall  accept  degrading  tprms^ 
but  I  will  not  hefitate  in  faying,  that  I  (hould  be  inclined  to  find 
lefs  fault  with  terms  that  may  be  faulty  on  tiiis  fide  of  moderation^ 
than  faulty  from  a  contrary  principle,  and  from  too  great  haughti* 
nefs.  With  regard  to  the  Auftrian  vidories  which,  make  a  topic 
of  animated  exultation  in  His  Majefiy's  fpeech,  it  may  certainly  be 
tight  to  rejoice  in  the  gallantry  they  have  difplaycd,  and  the  laurels  iiicj 
have  recently  acquired.  No  man  admires  their  great  military  exer- 
tions more  than  I  do-;  but  let  it  be  recoUedled  that  we  are  called 
upon  to  rejoice  on  their  having  recovered  only  a  part  of  what  was 
loit  in  this  campaign,  and  that  it  is  not  b^caufe  they  have  reaped 
fuoceflfes,  calculated  to  obtain  what  Minifiers  themfelves  originally 
ilated  the  objedt  of  the  war  to  be,  but  becaufc  they  have  faved  the 
Houfe  of  Aufiria  from  the  utter  definition  with  whidi  it  was 
threatened ;  while  we  rejoice,  I  prefume  we  can  hardly  flatter  our«> 
ielves  that  the  Aufirians  arc  likely  to  recover  all  that  they  have  loft 
in  the  prefent  campaign,  much  lefs  what  they  have  lofi  in  all  the 
campaigns  that  are  paft  \  and  even  this.  Sir,  mufi  furnifh  a  new 
iubjedl  for  reflexion,  which  the  achievements  of  our  navy  ftill 
farther  ferve  to  corroborate :  the  achievements  of  that  navy  have 
been  brilliant  and  glorious ;  at  no  former  period  have  they  difplayed 
greater  gallantry,  and  never  perhaps  equal  (kill.  No  eulogiums 
can  be  too  high  for  dicir  merits.  Yet  after  all  this,  the  charadler 
of  the  peace  which  we  are  defirous  to  obtain,  and  the  utmoft  we 
can  expect,  is,  that  it  (liall  be  folid  and  of  permanent  duration  ; 
this,  I  believe,  is  as  high  a  charafier  as  the  peace  is  likely  to  de* 
ierve.  Then  what  mull  be  the  fort  of  conflift  in  which  we  are 
cngag^d^  in  which,  after  a  four-years  fuccefsful  exertion  of  all  the 
ikill,  and.  all  the  valour  of  our  navy,  in  which  they  have  inva- 
riably conquered  and  carried  the  flag  of  England  triumphant  to 
every  quarter  of  the  world ;  all  our  cfibrts  cannot  produce  to  us  a 
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pcs^cc  cither  brilliant  or  glorious,  but  we  muft  content  ourfelves 
with  hoping  for  a  peace  that  may  be  folid  and  permanent  ?  Muft 
wc  not  own  that  there  is  fomething  in  the  caufc  in  which  we  arc 
engaged  radically  defeflive,  that  palfies  our  efforts,  and  dtfappoints 
our  ftrength  ?  that  there  is  fomething  which  demands  from  the 
common  fenfc  and  from  the  prudence  of  Englifhmcn,  a  ftrifl  and  a 
rigorous  invcftigation,  diat  we  inay  difcover  what  this  fomething  is, 
not  merely  to  retrieve  the  prefent  calamity,  but  guard  our  offspring 
^  againft  the  error  in  fufure  ?  A  day  will  come  for  fuch  a  queftion  ; 
and  I  give  my  affent  to  the  prefent  addrefs,  without  moving  ahy 
amendment  upon  the  p6ints  of  which  I  do  not  cordially  approve, 
becaufe  when  the  day  of  fuch  a  difcuflion  does  come,  I  (hall  have 
an  opportunity  to  make  the  obfervations  that  I  think  it  important 
for  the  Houfe  to  entertain  upon  thofe  points.  No  great  diftance  of 
time  (hall  elapfe  before  I  (hall  think  it  my  duty  to  bring  this  matter 
before  you,  iince  I  think  it  of  the  moft  efTenttal  importance  to  the 
well-being  of  the  country,  and  to  the  true  fupport  and  dignity  of 
His  Maje(ly*s  Crown^  that  an  inquiry  into  all  the  caufes  which 
have  brought  the  nation  into  its  prefent  c^ondition,  and  produced 
the  calamities  of  the  prefent  war,  (hould  be  inftituted  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  advifing  His  Majeity  to  make  a  fundamental  change  in  the 
fyftem  upon  which  we  have  lately  a^ed,  both  with  regard  to  fe- 
teign  and  domeftic  policy.  When  this  day  (ball  come,  and  I  (hall 
move  the  Houfe  upon  this  great  and  conftitutional  fubje^,  I  (hould 
not  like  to  be  told  that  I  have  precluded  myfelf  from  the  difcuflion 
of  thefe  topics,  and  (hut  myfelf  up  from  inquiring  not  merely  into 
the  caufes,  but  the  conduct  of  the  war,  as  well  as  into  the  naturc 
of  our  dome(Hc  misfortunes,  by  the  alfcnt  which  I  had  given  to  the 
addrefs  of  this  day.  For  this  reafon.  Sir,  I  have  thought  it  ne- 
peifary  to  fay  fo  much,  and  with  this  referve  for  a  future  day  of  dif- 
pufTion,  I  do  not  oppofe  the  addrefs  to  His  Majefiy  upon 
his  fpeech  from  the  Throne. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  now  rofc.  Sir,  thqugh  I  feel  myfelf  im- 
pelled from  more  than  one  confideratlon  to  come  forward  on  the 
prefent  occafion,  I  (hall  not  be  under  the  necelfity  of  troubling  the 
Houfe  much  at  length.  It  is  certainly  to  me  matter  of  great  fatis- 
fadion,  that  at  fo  critical  a  conjun^urc,  indeed  the  moft  critical  and 
the  moft  important  that  has  occurred  during  the  prefent  centui}% 
that  on  the  only  great  and  fubftantial  queftion,  on  which  the  ad- 
drefs propofes  to  exprefs  any  (pinion,  there  (hould  be  no  difference  of 
fentiinent  in  this  Houie,  and  that  even  the  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman (hoUld  have  expreffed  his  cordial  concurrence.  There  are 
certainly  mafnj  topics  on  which  he  touched  in  the  courfe  of  his 
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ffeffdkk  in  wbidi  I  now  differ  ^ith  him,  as^mucb  n  ever  I  diffi^ed 
.at  any  farmer  period  \  bqt,  with  refpe£i  to  the  great  atid  fubAantial 
cibjed  of  rhe  Addrefs,  the  propriety  of  the  pondu£l  employed  to  bring 
^tpout  a  foiid  and  durable  peace,,  fiich  a  peace  as  may  be  confillcnt 
with  the  permanent  feourity  and  thejud  pretenlions  of  the  country, 
^erc  does  not  fubGA  even  the  flighted  ihadc  of  dlfTerence.  That 
object  is  found  to  command  the  nnoil  full  and  mo(\  unequivocal  fup<* 
port.  Such  a  circumfiance  I  muft  indeed  confider  as  matter  of  juft 
pr4de  and  of  honed  fatisfadtion.  It  exhibits  the  mod  decided  and  - 
undeniable  proof  that  the  fieps  which  HisMajefiy  has  taken  towards 
negociation>  that  the  clear  and  explicit  declaration  that  he  has  made^i 
are  m  themfelvcs  fo  unexceptionable,  .and  (b  well  calculated  for  the 
end  in  view,  that  they  muft  command  afient  from  any  man  who 
tetaiBs  the  fmalleil  care  for  the  intereft  and  honour  of  his  country, 
ImffffStd  with  this  feeling  of  fatisiadtion,  I  can  have  but  little 
inolinatiQn  to  detain  the  Houfe  on  points  of  flighter  difference*  I 
,  look  with  flill  higher  fatis&Aion  to  the  concurrence  now  cacprefled 
\n  th9  ob}ed  of  the  addrefs>  as  the  pledge  of  general  unaninuty, 
and  the  omen  of  groat  exertions,  if,  unfortunately,  that  objedl 
ihould  iy)t  be  obtained.  The  honouraUe  Gentleman  juiUy  fiates, 
that  what  hi^erto  has  been  done  only  amounts  to  an  overture  for 
peace.  It  is  inopoffibk  to  (late  what  may  be  the  rcfult.  We  can- 
fy>t  pvonoiince  what  will  be  the  difpoGtion  of  the  enemy,  or  what 
Ghrcumftances  may  ocoir  to  influence  the  fate  of  ncgociation.  We 
ought  to  look  fairly  to  our  fituation.  It  holds  out  to  us  a  chance 
of  peace,  if  the  enemy  are  difpofed  to  accede  to  it  on  joft  and 
reaibf^ble  terms ;  ^  but,  on  the  other  hand,  if  they  are  ffiU  a£hiated 
by  ambitious  projedh,  we  ihall  gain  another  objedl  by  the  courfe  we 
have  purfued ;  we  fhall  unmaik  thc|n  in  the  eyes  oiF  Eucope ;  we 
ihalt  expofe  the  injuftice  of  their  pc^Hcy  and  their  infiitiable  tbirft  of 
aggrandizement :  and  if  no  other  advantage  be  gained,  we  at  Icaft 
(hall  be  able  to  put  to  the  proof  the  fincerity  of  that  {dedge  which, 
thia  day  has  been  given — that  if  the  enemy  are  not  diijpo&d  to  accede 
to  peace  on  juft  and  rpdbnabte  terms,  the  war  will  be  fiq>ported 
by  the  unanimous  voice  and  the  colleAed  force  of  the  nation.  I  truft 
and  hope  that  it-  may  not  be  neceffary  to  have  recourfe  to  fuch  r.  teft  of 
iincency  ,  but,  while  we  indulge  with  fatisfo^ion  in  the  hope  of  a 
mom  favourable  i^e,  we  muft  at  the  finne  time  look  to  the  other 
alternative ;  we  muA  be  prepared  with  aU  the  force  of  the  country 
to  fuyport  the  profecution  of  the  coofieOy  if  its  continuance  flioutd  be 
found  neceii^ry.  U-  tbo  unanimity  of  this  daiy  bo  accompanied 
wiith  fuch  vi^w^  if  it  is  not  anunAnimity  founded  m^lf  upon  the 
pteafing  fouAf!  of  p<wc,,  i^  caplivadng  <^iai»^  of  lemfitved  tranquil- 
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lity,  and  the  profpeft  of  the  termination  of  thofe  fcencs  of  hoirrof 
and  calamity  with  which  war  is  always  attended  (fuch  an  unanimity- 
would  indeed  be  fatal  to  the  country) ;  but  if  it  is  an  unanimity  the 
the  refult  of  rational  and  manly  reflection,  founded  upon  a  careful 
coniideration  of  the  fitqation  of  the  country,  and  prepared  to  meet 
every  conjunfture,  it  cannot  then  be  too  highly  prized.  We  muft 
not  put  out  of  view  thofe  means  of  exertion  w^iich  we  ftill  poffefs  ;  * 
we  muft  fairly  compare  the  fituation  of  this  country  with  that  of  the 
enemy,  and  the  amount  of  our  own  acqOifitions  with  the  loflcs  of 
our  allies  ;  we  muft  eftimate  the  extent  of  the  facrffices  which,  un- 
der all  thcfe  circumftances,  it  may  be  fitting  for  us  to  make,  in  order 
to  efFeft  the  reftoration  of  peace.  It  is  with  a  view  to  thefe  princi- 
ples, that  unanimity  becomes  fo  peculiarly  defirable  in  the  prefent 
moment.  The  clear  and  unequivocal  explanation  which  His 
Majefty  has  given  of  his  condud,  with  refpc£t  to  peace,  has  com-* 
manded  a  general  concurrence.  If  it  be  that  fentiment  which,  on* 
the  one  hand,  is  prepared  to  fupport  the  juft  pretenfions  and  rea- 
fonable  hopes  of  the  country,  and  on  the  other  to  refift  the  unjiifti- 
fiablc  demands  and  arrogant  claims  of  the  enemy,  I  fliall  then  con-^ 
fider  the  unanimity  of  this  day  as  the  happieft  acra  in  the  hiftory  of 
the  country.  On  this  head  I  ihall  fay  no  more,  and  agreeing  thus  far 
with  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  I  would  wifh  to  fay  as  little  as 
poffible  on  the  other  points  on  which  he  touched  in  the  courfe  of  his 
fpeech,  and  with  refpedl  to  which  we  widely  differ.  ;  They  have 
been  too  often  and  too  warmly  difcuflfed  to  be  now  forgotten  by  Gen- 
tlemen who  fet  in  the  former  parliament ;  and  in  the  concluding 
part  of  his  fpeech  the  right  honourable  gentleman  gave  us  an  alTuranc^ 
that  we  (hould  hear  of  them  again.  The  right  honourable  gentleman 
has  intimated  as  his  opinion,  that  we  muft  change  the  whole  fyftem 
of  our  interior  policy,  which  he  confiders  as  inconfift^t  with*  the 
conftitution  of  the  country.  I  am  happy,  however,  to»findthathc 
is  fo  far  fatisfied  with  the  conftitution,  as  to  afcribe  to  its  protctSion ' 
that  internal  order  and  undifturbcd  tranquillity  which  he  admitted 
that  the  country  had  fdr  fome  time  paft  enjoyed.  He  at  the  fame 
time  reprobated  in  the  fevereft  terms  laws  which  were  pafled  during 
the  laft  parliament,  and  which  he  reprefented  as  pregnant  with  the 
moft  mifchievous  confequenccs,  and  declared  that*  he  could  not 
fubfcribc  to  any  conftru(ftion  of  that  part  of  His  Majcfty's  fpeech 
which  included  thofe  among  the  laws,  the  energy  and  wifdom  of 
which  had  contributed  to  fecure  the  tranquillity  of  the  country. 
Having  made  this  declaration,  it  would  be  unfair  and  uncandid  on 
my  part  not  to  be  equally  explicit.  I  defire  no  gentleman  ffs  vote 
for  the  addrefs  upon  any  fuch  qualification  with  refpedt  to  thofis^' 
Vol.  L  H 
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laws.  I  am  firmly  of  opihion,  that,  exclufive  of  their  influence, 
the  peace  of  the  country  could  not  have  been  (b  fuccefsfully  main- 
tained, nor  can  I  fuiFer  the  fmall^  reproach  to  fall  upon  the  clia- 
rader  of  the  lail  parliament,  who  difplayed  their  wifdom  and  their 
energy  in  providing  a  remedy  fo  fuitablc  to  the  alarming  nature  of 
the  crifis.  If  there  is  any  ambiguity  in  the  addrefs,  with  refped 
to  thofe  hws,  it  is  bccaufe  they  are  fo  coniiftcnt  with  the  fpirit  of 
the  conftitution  which  they  were  framed  to  protcfl,  and  fo  blended 
with  the  fyftcm  of  our  jui ifprudence,  fo  congenial  to  the  pradtice  of 
former  times,  and  fo  conformable  even  to  the  letter  of  former  acls, 
that  it  was  impoflible  to  make  any  difcrimination.  It  is  to  be  rc« 
coUedled,  that  they  were  pafled  in  a  moment  of  alarm  and  turbu- 
lence J  thdy  had  been  found  nyod  admirably  calculated  to  tncet  the 
emefgency  of  the  time.  The  addrefs  does  not  apportion  with  mi- 
nute exadlnefs  what  degree  of  tranquillity  we  have  derived  from  the 
operation  of  thofe  laws,  when  blended  with  the  conftitution,,  and 
what  we  might  have  enjoyed  from  the  influence  of  laws  prcviouily 
fubiifting ;  how  much  we  were  indebted  for  proteiflion  to  the  antienc 
firength  of  the  edifice,  or  to  thofe  buttrcflcs  that  were  raifed  to  fup- 
port  it  in  the  moment  of  hurricane.  There  w^ere  fome  other  pokits 
on  which  the  right  honourable  gentleman  touched.  He  iccmed  to 
confider,  from  the  lajiguagc  of  the  addrefs,  that  endeavours  hav«  oaly 
been  made  of  late  to  procure  peace.  He  ought  to  recoUedl  that  His 
Majefty's  fpecch  particularly  refers  to  what  has  taken  pjace  fince  he 
laft  communicated  witb  his  parliament.  If  ever  the  day  fiiall  come 
when  an  examination  (hall  be  inftlcuted  into  the  fteps  which  have 
been  adopted  to  fecure  the  re-eftabli(hment  of  the  gcnersd  tranquil- 
lity, I  am  confident  that  no  endeavours  for  that  purpofe  have  been 
wanting  on  the  part  of  His  Majefty's  Minifters.  But  gentlemen 
mutt  be  {enljblc,  that  what  may  be  admitted  as  an  endeavour  to 
reffere  peace  depends  upon  a  variety  of  circuaUtancc:*,  and  is  kkely 
to  be  diiTercntly  appreciated  by  individuals  of  oppofite  fcntimeats. 
It  depends  on  the  relative  ilatc  of  parties,  on  the  number  of  allies 
with  whom  we  may  be  engaged  to  a£l,  on  the  degree  of  attention 
we  pay  to  their  intereftsi,  and  on  the  coiKert  we  wilh  to  prefervc 
with  them.  Taking  all  thefe  necelfary  confideratioQS  into  view,  I 
again  pledge  myfelf  that  it  will  be  found  in  the  rcfult  of  inquiry  tliat 
Minifters  have  neglcdcd  no  opportunity  which  could  have  been  im- 
proved for  the  purpofe  of  accelerating  peace.  But  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  has  told  us,  that  we  are  at  laft  come  to  the  pcriod.whkh 
he  had  all  along  pointed  out ;  that  we  have  now  confented  to  adopt 
that  courie  which  he  has  uniformly  rccommeddcd  fince  the  com* 
nf^encement  of  the  conteft  -»to  fend  a  perlbn  to  Paris,  and  to  tiy  the 
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effect  of  negociation.  He  takes  to  hlmfelf  all  the  merit  of  that 
policy  which  we  have  tardily  adopted,  ancj  fo  confident  did  he  feel 
himfelf  in  thfs  ground  of  felf-exiiltation,  that  he  declined  all  illuf- 
tration  of  his  vidlorj',  and  merely  made  it  the  fubjc6t  of  one  tri- 
umphant ofcfervation.  His  affertton  was,  "  you  are  now  taking 
thofc  menfures  which,  if  you  had  lidenerf  to  my  counts,  you  might 
have  adopted  four  years  ago."  But  docs  it  follow  that  the  meafure 
was  right  then,  becaufe  it  is  right  now  ?  May  not  a  period  of  four 
years  produce  many  events  to  juftify  a  material  change  of  policy, 
and  to  render  meafures  wife  and  expedient,  which  at  a  certain  time 
would  neither  have  been  prudent  nor  .fcafonable  ?  Becaufe  you  do  not 
chufc  to  make  peace  the  day  after  an  unprovoked  aggrcfTion,  may 
you  not  be  juftificd  in  holding  out  pacific  overtures  after  a  lapfe  of 
four  years  ?  The  argument  of  the  right  honourablegentleman  amounts 
to  this,  that,  either  you  muft  make  peace  the  day  after  the  aggref- 
fion,  or  not  make  it  all. — With  rcfpeft  to  the  relative  fituation  of 
this  country  and  Spain,  it  would  not  be  confiftent  with  my  duty  to 
go  into  any  detail  on  that  fubjedt  at  the-prefent  moment. — As  to  the 
queftion  of  our  rcfources,  the  right  honourable  gentleman  admits  them 
to  be  extenfive  and  flourifhing.  They  furnifh  indeed,  in  a  moment 
like  the  prefent,  a  fubjcft  of  peculiar  congratulation  and  well- 
grounded  confidence.  If  the  revenue,  ^rfter  a  four- years  war, 
which  might  have  been  expefled  to  have  injured  it  fo  materially  in 
fo  many  branches,  and  after  all  the  additional  burthens  which  have 
been  impofed,  ftill  keeps  up  tp  the  rate  at  which  it  was  ftated-laft 
year,  that  circumftance  is  furely  no  (light  fource  of  fatisfaflion. 
With  refj^eift  to  the  ftate  of  commerce,  I  am  enabled  to  fpcak  in  a 
very  different  ftrain.  Notwithftanding  all  the  embarraffments 
which  it  has  had  to  encounter,  it  ha«  attained  and  ftill  continues  to 
enjoy  a  pitch  of  unexampled  profpcrity.  Tliofe  embarraflments 
have  proceeded  from  various  caufcs ;  the  expcncc  of  the  war  abroad, 
«ind  the  high  price  of  articles  of  confumption  at  home  ;  the  fituation 
of  part  of  the  continc'rw*",  where  the  markets  have  been  (hut  againft 
us ;  and  even  the  growth  of  our  capital  reading  upon  the  commerce 
which  oGcafioncd  it,  To  that  what  vvas  an  upcquiyocal  fymptom  of 
profperity,  was  itfclr  a  caufe  of  temporary  difircfs.  Of  the  conti- 
nuance of  this  profperitj%  we  have  now  the  beft  aflurance.  The 
flate  of  our  exports  during  the  lafi  fix  months  has  been  equal  to  what 
they  were  in  the  m.oft  fiouriiliing  year  of  peace,  1792  ;  and  our 
foreign  tra'dc  has  even  exceeded  the  produce  of  that  year,  which  was 
the  moft  produ6tive  of  any  in  the  hiftory  of  this  country.  Under 
thefe  circumftances,  whatever  temporary  ^mbarra(rments  may  have 
arifcn  from  the  quantity  of  fp ecie  fent  out  of  the  country,  from  the 
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want  of  a  fufficient  circulating  medium^  from  the  flate  of  foreign 
jparkctSy  and  from  the  increafe  of  our  capital  \  and  however  thde 
difficulties  may  for  a  time  have  obftuided  the  ordtnany  operations 
of  finance,  the  commercial  charader  of  the  country  has  loft  neither 
its  vigour  nor  importance.     If  fuch  has  been  the  ftate  of  things,  at 
a  period  when  the  country  has  had  to  contend  fot'  every  thing  dear 
to  it ;  if,  notwithftanding  all  the  obftacles  which  have  clogged  the 
machinery,  the  fpring  has  retained  fo  much  force  and  energy   we 
inay  prefume,  that  if,  by  the  obftinacy  and  ambition  of-the  enemy, 
we  (hould  be  called  to  (till  greater  exertions,  that  our  refources  as  yet 
remain  untouched,  and  that  we  (hall  be  able  to  bring  them  into 
iadlion  with  a  degree  of  concert  and  effcS  worthy  of  the  chara<^^er 
of' the  Britifti  nation,  and  of  the  caiife  in.  which  they  will  be  em- 
ployed.    Thefe  refources  have  in  them  nothing  hollow  or  delufive. 
They  are  the  refult  of  an  accumulated  capital,  of  gradually   in- 
crcafing  commerce,  of  high  and  edablifhed  credit.     They  are  the 
frpits  of  fair  exertion,  of  landable  ingenuity,  of  fucccfsfal  induftry  ; 
they  have  been  produced  under  a  fyftcm  of  order  and  of  juftice, 
while  we,  under  many  difad vantages,  have  been  contending  againfl 
a  country  which  exhibits  ia  every  refpe£t  the  reverfe  of  the  pidlure 
—a  proof  that  the  regular  operation  of  thofe  principles  muft  triumj^ 
over  the  unnatural  and  exhaufting  efforts  of  violence  and  extortion. 
By  tbefc  refources,  we  are  now  qualified  to  take  fuch  fleps  as  may 
tend  to  condudt  us  to  a  folid  and  a  durable  peace ;  or,  if  we  do  not 
jfucceed  in  that  objedt,  to  profccute  the  conteft  with  firmnefs  and 
confidence.    The  right  honourable  gentleman  fuggcfted  one  remark, 
th^  the  fpeech  contained  no  recognition  of  the  government  of  France. 
tie  wafied  a  good  deal  of  ingenuity  in  attempting  to  prove  that  ic 
ought  to  have  contained  an  exprefs  acknowledgment  of  tiie  French 
governm^iit.     \t  ought  to  have  occurred  to  him  that  a  j^afTport  hav- 
ing been  fent  for  and  granted,  fome  communication  mu(\  have  taken 
place  on  that  occafion,  and  as  the  Executive  Dirpdory  had  bcca 
Satisfied  with  the  form  of  communication,  and  the  mode  in  which 
they  had  been  addrcflTed,  it  could  not  be  neceffary  for  him  to  ftart  a 
difficulty  where  they  had  found  none.     I  can  aflfure  him,  on  the 
part  of  Britifh  Minifters,  that  no  queflion  of  etiquette,  no  difficulty 
of  form  or^inating  from  them,  fhall  be  permitted  to  fland  in  the 
way  of  negociation,  or  to  obftruft  the  attainment  of  the  great  objcdl 
of  peace.     As  "to  the  other  points,  the  right  honourable  Gentleman 
has  fuggcfled  what  lefTons  we  ought  to  derive  from  the  experience  of 
adverfity.     Thefe  lefTons 'may  be  greatly  varied  according  to  the 
fituatiori  of  parties  and  the  different  points  of  view  in  which  the  fub- 
jedt  is  confidered.     But,  when  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
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tells  us  diat  the  (kuation  of  this  country  is  that  of  adverfity,  I  can 
by  no  means  agree  to  the  propolition.     Hovr  hx  it  defervcs  to  be 
Tanked  under  that  defcription,  let  thofe  pronounce  who  are  beft  ac* 
quainted  with  the  ftate  of  our  refources.    It  cannot  furely  be  termed 
a  ftate  of  advcrfity  from  any  loffes  of  our  trade,  the  diminution  of 
our  capital^  or  from  the  rcdudion  of  any  of  our  foreign  pofle&ions. 
We  have  not  been  greatly  impoverilhed  by  the  events  of  the  war  in 
the  Eaft  and  Weft  Indies.     We  cannot  be  much  weakened  in  .our 
national  fircngth,  even  upon  the  ftatcment  of  the  right  honourable 
gentleman,  by  having  our  navy,  in  confequcnce  of  repeated  tri- 
umphs over  every  hofiile  fquadron,  raifed  to  a  greater  degree  of  gloiy 
and  of  fame  than  it  had  ever  before  attained.     Where,  then,  arc 
we  to  look  for  the  fymptoms  of  this  advcrfity  ?   Are  we  to  look  for 
them  in  the  lofTes  and  difafters  of  our  allies  r   But,  docs  the  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman  appeal  to  thefe  as  a  criterion  of  advcrfity,  when 
in  the  fame  breath  I  hear  him  hold  out  as  a  fource  of  complaint,  (hat 
you  arc  not,  under  your  prcferit  circumflances,  fure  of  a  triumphant 
peace  ?  And  why  can  you  not  command  fuch  a  peace  ?— becaulc 
you  will  not  fcparate  your  own  greatnefs,  and  your  own  commercCy 
from  the  intcreft  and  from  the  fate  of  your  allies ;  becaufe  you  rc- 
fufe  to  purchafe  peace  for  yourfclves  on  any  other  te^ms  than  thofe 
which  will  fecure  the  tranquillity  of  Europe,  and  confider  the  fitua- 
tion  of  Great  Britain  as  chained  to  that  of  the  continent,  by  the 
bonds  of  a  liberal  and  comprchenfive  policy.     If  what  has  been  loft 
on  the  continent  is  a  fubjed\  of  regret,  it  is  at  leaft  a  topic  on  which 
we  have  no  reafon  to  reproach  ourfelves.     If  even  the  profpeft  in 
that  quarter  continued  as   gloomy  as  it  was  fome  time  fince,  and 
if  the  extremity  had  not  roufed  the  armies  of  the  Emperor  to  thofe 
gallant  and  fpiritcd  exertions  which  have  been  crowned  with  fuch 
brilliant  and  unprecedented  fuccefs,  no  (hare  of  blame  could  attach 
to  us.     While  the  violence  of  France  has  been  over*running  fo 
great  a  part  of  Europe,  and  every  where  carrying  defolation  in  its 
progrefs,  your  naval  exertions  have  enabled  you  to  counterbalance 
their  fucccflcs,  by  acquifitions  in  diflcrcnt  parts  of  the  globe,  and 
to  pave  the  way  for  the  rcftoration  of  peace  to  your  allies,  on  terms 
which  their  own  ftrength  might  have  been  unable  to  procure.      If 
you  look  indeed  to  ^e  geographical  fituation  of  the  feat  of  war^  the 
Emperor  has  not  regained  by  his  recent  vidlories  all  that  he  had 
fbnnerly  loft.     But  do  you  count  for  nothing  the  deftrudion  and 
ruin  of  thofe  armies,  by  whom  all  the  previous  fucceftcs  of  the 
enemy  had  been  achieved  ?   Do  you  count  for  nothing  the  glorious 
and  immortal  teftimony  that  has  been  exhibited  to  mankind,  that 
^fciplined  valour  muft  finally  triumph  over  thofe  principles  that  die 
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war  was  undertaken  to  oppofc,  and  which  owed  all  their  extraordi- 
nary and  unaccountable  fucceffcs  to  the  violence  in  which  they  ori- 
ginated, and  the  exceifes  with  which  they  were  accompanied  ?    A 
meniorable  warning  has  alfo  been  afforded  with  refpciSt  to  the  true 
confequenccs  which  have  refulted  to  tbofti  foreign  powers  who,  in 
oppoHtion  to  their  true  intercfts,  have  courted  the  alliance  of  that 
enemy,  and  expedJed   to  find  fecurity  in  difgraccfnl  tranquillity. 
Recent  events  have  fcrvcd  alfo  to  exculpate  the  charad^crs  of  thofe 
who  were  calumniated  as  defirous  to  embrace  their  principles,  and 
receive  their  laws,  and  in  Germany  they  have  left  behind  them  no- 
thing but  the  memory  of  their  wrongs,  and  a  feeling  of  eternal  re- 
fcntment.    Arc  fuch  effcfls  to  be  confidcred  as  of  fmall  importance, 
or  to  be  put  in  competition  with  the  reduflion  of  a  fortrefs,  or  the 
pofleflTion  of  a  diftrift  ?  Of  the  virtues  to  be  acquired  in  the  fchool 
of  adverfity,  the  right  honourable  gentleman  only  mentioned  thofe  of 
moderation  and  forbcaranee.     Moderation  I  fliould  confider  asthat 
virtue  which  is  beft  adapted  to  the  dawn  of  profperity :  there  are 
other  virtues  of  no  lefs  importance  which  are  to  be  acquired  under  a 
reverie  of  fortuifc,  and  which  arc  equally  becoming  in  thofe  who  are 
called  to  fuffcr: — there  are  the  virtues  of  adverfity  endured  and 
adverfity   refifted— of  adverfity   encountered   and   adverfity  fur- 
mounted.     The  recent  example  of  Germany  has   furniftied  an 
illuftrious  inflancc  of  fortitude  and  perfeverance,  and  their  fortitude 
and  perfeverance  have  had  their  merited  reward.     Thefe  were  Icf- 
fons  which  I  truft  this  country  has  not  to  learn.     England  has 
never  (hewn  irfelf  deficient  in   firmnefs  and  magnanimity  :  it  is 
unrivalled  in  rcfourcc ;  it  has  always  been  foremoft  in  the  career 
of  honourable  exertion,  aini  it  has  only  to  maintain  its  accufiomed 
vigour  and. perfeverance  to  effc&  the  refioration  of  general  tranquil- 
lity upon  terms  confiftent  with  the  dignity  of  its  own  cliaradler,  and 
the  fecurity  and  intercft  of  Europe. 

Mr.  FOX  faid  a  few  words  in  explanation,  in  which  he  com- 
plained that  Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  had  mifreprcfcnted  his  argument 
refpe<3ing  the  propriety  of  the  time  for  negociation*  He  did  not 
argue,  that  becaufe  it  was  right  to  negociate  now,  that  it  was  right  to 
negociate  at  a  former  period.  What  he  contended  was  (and  he  had 
not  altered  his  opinion  from  any  thing  that  he  had  heard)  that  if  it 
were  priidcnt  and  wife  to  fend  an  ambafifador  to  Paris  now,  when  the 
French  have  carried  their  arms  into  the  heart  of  Germany,  and  are 
in  poflTcirionof  Italy,  it  would  nyt  have  been  daftardly  and  pufilla- 
ninfMHis  to  have  adopted  that  meafure,  when  they  had  not  one  foot 
of  that  teiritory.  He  allowed  that  it  might  be  fomctimcs  pufilla- 
nimous  to  negociate  ^  but  he  was  convinced  that  thofe  trho  had 
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been  in  the  habit  of  applying  this  term  during  the  courfe  of  the  war 
to  any  propofition  for  negociation,  had  now  renounced  that  opinion. 
He  ftill  retained  his  opinion  refpedihg  the  new  laws,  and  when  he 
voted' for  the  addrcfs,  he  did  not  include  them  in  his  condrudion 
of  that  part  of  it  in  which  mention  is  made  of  the  wifdom  and  energy 
of  the  laws. 

The  quedion  upon  the  addreCs  was  then  put  and  carried  rumim 
contradicente. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow. 

Friday y  ' October  7. 

The  Houfe  having  met,  the  Speaker  obferved,  thsit  he  under- 
ftood  there  were  feveral  petitions  to  be  prcfented  to  the*  Houfc,  ' 
complaining  ofundue  elections  of  Members  to  ferve  in  Parliament, 
with  refpofl  to  which  he  fuppofed  the  Houfe  would  wifh  to  adopt  a 
plan  iimilar  to  that  which  had  been  purfucd  in  the  laft  Parliament. 
He  would  therefore  fubmit  to  their  condderation  the  refolutions 
then  entered  into. 

The  MASTER  OF  THE  ROLLS  moved  the  refolutions,  which 
were  divided  into  five  claffes;  ift,,  fuch  as  complained  of  no  re- 
turn ;  2d,  fuch  as  complained  of  double  returns  ;  3d,  petitions  of 
two  or  more  perfons  ;  4th,  fuch  as  complained  of  returns  only; 
and  5  th,  petitions  which  did  not  come  within  any  of  the  other 
claflTes.     The  adoption  of  thefe  refolutions  was  agreed  to. 

A  petition  was  prefented  againft  the  return  made  for  the  Bo^ 
rough  of  Caermarthen,  the  confideration  of  which  was  appointed 
for  Thurfday  the  27th  inftant;  and  a  petition  againft  the  return 
for  the  Borough  of  Leominfter,  on  the  8  th  of  November. 

A  petition  was  prefented  on  behalf  of  General  M*Leod,  com- 
plaining of  an  undue  return  for  the  Borough  of  Melbourn-Port. — ^ 
Ordered  to  be  taken  into  confideration  on  the  loth  of  November. 

Another  petition  was  prefented  againft  the  return  for  the  Borough 
of  Guildford. — Ordered  to  be  taken  into  confideration  on  tlie  15th 
of  November. 

A  petftion  of  George  Tierney,  v.ns   read  ;  fetting   forth,  that, 
by  a  ftanding  order  of  the  Houfe,  it  is  rcfolvcd  as  follows,  that  is 
to  fay,   "  that,  if  any  perfon  hereafter  to  be  elcdtcd  into  a  place  for  . 
to  fit  and  ferve  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  for  any  county,  city,  * 
town,  port,  or  borough,  after  the  tcfte  or  the  iffuing  out   of  the 
writ  ofele£lion,  upon  the  calling  or  fummoning  any  parliament^ 
hereafter,  or  after  any  fuch  place  becomes  vacant  hereafter,  in  the 
time  of  purlivncnt;  fliall,  by  himfulf,  or  by  any  othsr  on  his  be- 
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half,  or  at  his  diarge,  at  any  time  before  the  day  of  his  cledion, 
give  any  peHon,  having  voice  in  any  fuch  eleflion,  any  meat  or  drink 
exceeding  in  the  true  value  ten  pounds  in  the  whole,  in  any  place 
or  places  but  in  his  own  dwelling  houfe  or  habitation,  bdng  the 
iififiil  place  of  his  abode  for  fix  months  lad  paft,  or  fball,  before 
filch  dedion  be  made  and  declared,  make  any  other  j^efcnt,  gift, 
or  reward,  or  any  promife,  obligation,  or  engagement  to  do  the 
iuacy  cither  to  any  fuch  pcrfon  or  perfons  in  particular,  or  to  any 
fudi  county,  city,  town,  port,  or  borough,  in  general,  or  to  or 
for  the  ufe  or  benefit  of  them,  or  any  of  them,  every  fuch  enter- 
tainment, prcfcnt,  gift,  reward,  promife,  obligation,  or  engage 
ment,  is  by  this  Houfe  declared  to  be  bribery,  4hd  fuch  entertain- 
ment, prefent,  gift,  reward,  promife,  obligation,  or  engagement, 
being  duly  proved,  is  and  (hall  be  fuflicient  ground,  caufe,  and 
matter,  to  make  every  fuch  clcdion  void  as  to  die  peribn  fo  ofFeiKl- 
ing,  and  to  render  the  perfon  fo  eledled  incapable  to  fit  in  parlia- 
ment by  fuch  eledion  ;"  and  that  by  an  a<3,  pafied  in  the  7th  year 
of  the  reign  of  King  William  the  Third,  intituled,  "  An  ad  for 
preventing  chaise  and  expence  in  eledions  of  members  to  fcrvc  in 
parliament,"  reciting,  that,  **  Whereas  grievous  complaints  arc 
made,  and  manifiefily  appear  to  be  true,  in  the  kingdom,  of  undue 
de^lions  of  members  to  parliament,  by  exceflive  and  exorbitant  cx- 
pcnccsy  contrary  to  'Jt\c  laws,  and  in  violation  of  the  freedom  due 
to  the  cledion  of  irprefentatives  for  the  Commons  of  England  in 
parliament,  to  the  great  fcandal  of  the -kingdom,  difhonourable, 
and  may  be  dcftru^ivc  to  the  conftitution  of  parliaments,  where- 
fore, for  remedy  therein,  and  that  all  elections  of  members  to  par- 
liament may  be  hereafter  fireely  and  indif&rently  made  vWchout  charge 
or  expence,"  it  was  enaifled  and  declared,  that  no  perfon  or  perfons 
thereafter  to  be  elected  to  fcrve  in  Parliament  for  any  county,  city, 
town,  borojgh,  port,  qt  place,  within  the  kingdom  of  England, 
after  the  tcftc  of  the  wnt  of  fummons  to  Parliament,  or  after  die 
tcfte,  or  the  iCliing  out,  or  ordering  of  the  writ  or  writs  of  elec- 
tion, upon  the  calling  or  fummoning  of  any  Parliament  thereafter, 
or  after  any  fuch  place  fhould  become  vacant  thereafter,  in  the 
time  of  the  then  prd'cnt,  or  of  any  other  Parliament,  fhould  there- 
after, by  himfclf  CK"  themfclves,  or  by  any  other  ways  or  means  on 
his  or  their  bchaif,  or  at  his  or  their  charge,  before  his  or  tficir 
eieciion  to  fcrvc  in  Parlbmcnt  for  any  count)',  cit)^,  town,  bofough, 
part,  or  place,  dircdly  or  indiredly,  give,  prefent,  or  allow,  to 
iny  peribn  or  perfc4is  having  voice  or  vole  in  fuch  dcdion,  any 
meaty  d'  :.V,  entertainment,  or  pmvifion,  or  make  any 
gjift,  ie»i:::.    ..r  entenainmcnt,  or  (hould  any  time  there* 
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after  make  any  promifc,  agreement^  oisligation,  or  engagement,  to 
give  or  allow  any  money »  meat,  drink,  provifion,  preient,  reward, 
or  entertainment,  to  or  for  any  fuch  peribn  or  p^ons  in  particu- 
lar, or  to  any  fuch  coUnty,  dry,  town,  borough,  port,  or  place, 
in  general,  or  to  or  for  the  uTq^  advantage,  benefit,  employment, 
profit,  or  preferment,  of  any  fuch  perfon  or  pcrfons,  place  or 
places,  in  order  to  be  elected,  or  for  being  eleded,  to  ierve  in 
Parliament  for  fuch  county,  city,  borough,  towh,  port  or  place ; 
and  it  was  thereby  further  ena<Sted  and  declared,  that  every  perfon 
tind  pcrfons  (b  giving,  prefenting,  or  allowing,  making,  promiling, 
or  engaging,  doing,  afting,  or  proceeding,  (hould  be,  and  were 
thereby  declared  and  ena3ed  difabled  and  incapacitated  upon  fuch 
eledlion  to  ferve  in  Parliament  for  fuch  county,  city,  town,  bo- 
roi^,  port  or  place,  and  that  fuch  perfon  or  perfons  (hould  be 
deemed  and  taken,  and  were  thereby  declared  and  qnadled  to  be 
deemed  and  taken,  no  Members  in  Parliament,  and  (hould  not 
ad,  fit,  or  have  any  vote  or  place  in  Parliament,  but  Ihould  be, 
and  were  thereby  declared  and  enacted  to  be,  to  all  intents, 
confhiidions,  and  purpofes,  as  if  they  had  been  never  re- 
turned or  eleded  members  for  the  parliament ;  and  that,  at  the 
lad  eleSion  for  the  Borough  of  Southwark,  Geofge  Woodford 
Thclluffon, '  £fq.  Henry  Thornton,  Efq.  and  the  petitioner,  were 
candidates  to  reprefent  die  faid  borough  in  parliament ;  and  that  the 
faid  Geoige  Woodford  Thelluflbn,  by  himfelf,  his  agents,  friends, 
and  managers,  did,  after  the  tefte  and  the  ifiiiing  out  of  the  writ  of 
election,  give  to  perfons  having  vote  in  fuch  eledlion,  meat  and  drink, 
and^  alfo  make  other  prefents,  gifts,  and  rewards,  to  fuch  peribns 
contrary  to,  and  in  defiance  of,  the  ftanding  prder  df  the  Houfe 
herein  before  recited  ;  and  the  petitioner  prays,  that  he  may  be  al- 
lowed, without  lofs  of  time,  duly  to  prove  the  fame,  as  a  fufficient 
ground,  caufe,  and  matter,  to  make  the  iaid  eledlion  void,  and  to 
render  the  faid  George  Woodford  Tbelluifon  incapable  lo  fit  in  par- 
liament by  fuchclefiion ;  and  that  the  faid  Ceoirge  Woodford  Thd- 
luffcm,  by  himfelf,  his  agents,  friends,  and  managers,  and  by 
other  ways  and  means,  on  the  behalf,  or  at  the  charge  of  him  the  faid 
George  Woodford  Thelluflbn,  did,  after  the  vacancy  happened  for 
die  faid  Borough  of  Soothwkrk,  and  after  the  tefte  of  the  writ, 
give,  profent,  and  allow,  to  perfons  having  voice  or  vote  in  die 
faid  eledlinh,  money,  meat,  cbiidc,  entertainment,  and  provifion» 
and  did  make  pvefents,  gifts,  rewards,  and  entertainments,  and 
prbmtfes,  agreements,  obligations,  and  engagements,  to  give  or 
allow  inoney,  meat,  drink,  provifion,  prefdits,  rewards,  advan- 
tages, and  eiitCKtainnkents,  to  and  for  (evtral  pcifons  fo  having  or 
Vou  L  I 
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^claiming  right  to  vote  in  the  laid  cledion,  and  to  or  for  die  uicy 

advantage,  benefit,  and  profit,  of  fuch  perfons  fo  having  or  daim- 

ing  right  to  vote  in  the  faid  eledion,  in  order  to  procure  hiii>  the  faid 

Xjeorge  Woodford  Thellufibn  to  be  eleded  to  ferve  in  parliament 

for  the  faid  borough,  of  Southwark,  contrary  to,  and  in  contempt 

pfy  the  provifions  of  the  ad,  pafled  in  the  7  th  year  of  the  reign  of 

Kirjg*  William  the  Third,  hereinbefore  recited,  whereby   the  faid 

(George  Woodford  Thellufibn  is  difabled  and  incapacitated    upon 

fuch  elcdion  to  ferve  in  parliament  for  the  faid  borough  of  South- 

.ivark,  and  is  to  be  deemed  and  taken  no  member  in  parliament, 

and  ought  not  to  adl,  fit,  or  have  any  vote  or  place  in  Parliament, 

but  is  to  all  intents,  confiru£lions,  and  purpofes,  as  if  he  bad 

never  been  returned  or  defied  jnember  for  the  parliament  ;   and 

therefore  praying  that  an  early  day  may  be  appointed  to  take  the 

premifes  into  confideration. 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  petition  be  taken  into  confideration  upon 
Tuefday,  the  i  ft  day  of  November  next,  at  three  of  the  clock  in 
the  afternoon. 

A  petition  of  the  honourable  Auguflus  Ludlow,  commonly  called 

Lord  Prefton,  of  the  kingdom  of  Ireland,  and  Robert  Adair,   Ef- 

quire,  was  read;  fettlng  forth,  that  the  petitioners  and  William 

Jofeph   Dennifon,  Efquirc,  and  John  Angerftcin,  Efquire,  were 

condidates  at  the  laft  eledlion  of  burgcflb  to  ferve  in  parliament  for 

the  borough  of  Camelford,  in  the  county  of  Cornwall,  held  on  or 

^bout  the  30th  day  of  May,  1796,  and  that  the  inhabitants  of  the 

.  faid  borough  of  Camelford,  paying  fcot  and  lot,  have  a  right  to 

vote  at  the  eledion  of  bargefles  to  ferve  in  parliament  for  the  faid 

borough ;  and  that  the  mayor  of  the  faid  borough,  who  ad^d  as  the 

returning  officer  at  the  faid  lace  eledion,  took  upon  him  unlawfuUv 

to  rcje£t  the  petitioners  as  candidates,  under  pretence  that  they  had 

not  been  put  in  nomination  by  any  of  the  burgefifes  or  fireemen  of  the 

faid  borough,  in  whom  he  aflerted  the  right  of  eleAion  to  be  exclu- 

fively  vefted,  although  t)ie  petitioners  were  repeatedly  propofed  as 

candidates  by  one  or  more  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  faid  borough 

.  Paying  fcot  and  lot,  and  entitled  to  vote  at  the  (aid  late  eledion ; 

and  that  a  majority  of  the  perfons,  entitled  to  vote  at  the  faid  late 

.  eIe£tion  of  members  to  ferve  in  parliament  for  the  faid  borough, 

duly  tendered  their  votes  for  the  petitioners  at  fuch  eledtion  (which 

Kotes  the  faid  mayor  took  upon  bimfelf,  without  lawful  or  fufficient 

caufe,  to  di&Uow  smd  rcjeft)  and  that  the  peddoners  oiight  thereibre 

.  to  hgve  been  ]:eturned  duly  eleded  to  fervQ  iti  parliatneot  as  bar- 

gefles  for  the  faid  borough ;  notwithftanding  which,,  the  fiud  mayor 

has  returned  the  faifj  William  Jofeph  Dennifon  and  John  Ai^gcrftckt 
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as  duly  eleded  to  ferve  lA  parliament  for  the  faid  borough,  in  vio- 
lation of  the  rights  of  the  lawful  eledtors  of  the  faid  borough,  and 
to  the  great  injury  of  the  petitioners ;  sfHd  that  the  faid  mayor  ad* 
mitted  divers  perfo'ns  to  vote  for  the  faid  William  Jofeph  Dennifon 
and  John  Angcrftein  at  the  faid  late  eledlioh  of  members  to  ferve  in 
parliament  for  the  faid  borough  of  Camelford,  who  wete  liot  enti- 
tled to  vote  at  the  faid  eIe£lion ;  and  that  the  faid  mayor,  being 
the  returning  officer  as  aforefaid  at  the  faid  late  eledion,  did  not  at 
the  fiud  late  election  adminifter,  or  Caufe  to  be  adminiflered,.  t6 
the  poll  derk,  or  perfon  who  a^ed  as  poll  clerk,  and  took  the  poll 
at  the  faid  dedUon,  the  oath  required  by  law  to  be  taken  by  all  poll 
clerks,  or  perfons  ading  as  clerks^  in  taking  the  poU  at  every  elec«i 
tion  of  members  of  parliament ;  and  that  the  (aid  William  Jofeph 
Dennifon  and  John  AngerAein,  by  means  of  diemfelves,  their 
agents,  and  other  perfons,  previous  to  and  at  the  faid  late  eledion 
were  guilty  of  bribery y  and  did  thereby  corrupt  and  procure  divers  of 
the  perfons,  who  voted  at  the  faid  late  ele£lk)n,  to  give  their  votes  at 
the  £ime  for  the  faid  William  Jofef^, Dennifon  and  John  Angcr- 
ftein ;  and  therefore  praying  the  Houfe  to  take  die  premifes  into 
their  confideration,  and  to  grant  the  petitioners  fudi  telief  as  the 
juftice  of  the  cafe  may  require,  and  as  they  are  entitled  to^ 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  petition  be  taken  into  confideration 
upon  Thurfday,  the  3d.  day  of  November  next,  at  three  x>f  the 
clock  in  die  afternoon* 

Lord  MORPETH  brought  up  the  report  of  die  addrefs,  which 
was  read  a  firfVand  feoond  dme,  and  ordered  to  be  [nenutu  cmtra^ 
dicenti)  carried  to  His  Majeily  by  the  whole  Houfe,  and  fuch  mem- 
bers as  were  of  His  Majefty's  Piivv  Council  were  defircd  to  inquire 
•when  His  Majefty  would  be  pleafed  to  receive  the  lame* 

His  Majefly's  moft  giadous  fpecch  was  ordered  to  be  taken  into 
confideradori  to-morrow.     Adjourned* 

SaiurJay^  OGoher  8* 

Lord  Vifcount  STOPFORD  reported  to  the  Houfe,  That  His 
Miajedy,  having  been  waited  upon,  purfuant  to  the  order  of  yefter- 
day,  humbly  to  know  His  Maje(ty*s  pleafure,  when  he  would  be 
pleafed  to  be  attended  by  this  Houfe,  had  been  pleafed  to  appoint  to 
be  attended,  this  day,  at  half  an  hour  aYter  two  of  the  clock, .  at  hit 
palace  of  Saint  James. 

Accordingly  Mr.  Speaker,  attended  by  feveral  of  the  Mpmberf^ 
proceeded  to  St.  James's  with  the  following  addrefs 

I  a 
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tions  which  are  direfied  to  the  great  dbjcH  of  defisitihg  all  the  de- 
iigns  of  our  epemiesi  of  rcAoring  to  the  people  the  Ueffings  of  a  fe- 
cure  ana  honourable  peace^  and  of  deliveriiig  down  unimpafa-edy  to 
the  lateft  pofterity,  thofe  civil  and  irligious  bleflings  by  which  thcTc 
kingdoms  have  been  fo  eminently  diftii^ut(hed  under  the  prbtedion 
of  your  JVIajefiy's  juft  and  aufpicious  government. 

Mmdaj^  OSfoler  lo. 

iVfr.  Speaker  reported  to  the  Houfe,  That  the  Houfe  attended 
His  Majefty  upon  Saturday  lad,  with  their  addre(s ;  to  which  His 
Majefty  was  pleafed  to  give  this  moft  gracious  anfwer : 

Gfntkmen,  ^ 

T  ntum  jm  my  particular  thanks  for  this  dutiful  and  affedimaie 
addrefs.  The  cordial  and  unanimous  affitrances  of  your  continued  and 
zealous  fufpiTt  afford  me  the  utmoji  fatisf action  in  this  important  cm^ 
iun£fure :  they  mujl  have  the  happiefi  tendency  to  give  effeB  to  my  en^ 
aeofumrs  for  the  rejhration  of  peace  on  fecure^  honourable ^  and  ade" 
fuate  terms  ;  and  they  efford  me,  at  the  fame  timcy  a  juji  confidence ^ 
thatf  if  this  defirable  end  cannot  be  obtained^  I  Jhallbe  enabled  to  prw^ 
fecute  the  war  with  re-dotdfled  vigour  and  activity  in  fupport  of  our 
dearefi  interefls.^ 

The  Houfe  refolved  itfclf  into  ?  Committee  of  Supply  to  take 
into  confideration  His  Majedy's  pioft  gracious  fpeech :  and  that 
part  of  the  fpeech  being  read  which  related  to  the  fupplies  neceffiuy 
for  the  enfuing  year,  the  Committee  refolved  that  a  ibpply  be  pre- 
iented  to  His  MajeAy,  and  the  report  of  the  refolution  was  ordered 
to  be  received  moitow. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  moved,  That  there  be  laid  before  this 
Houfe;  an  account  of  the  value  of  Britifh  and  foreign  merchandize 
imported  and  exported  for  the  half  years  ending  the  5th  of  July 
X795,  Ae  5th  of  January  1796,  and  the  5th  of  July  1796; 
diftingutihing  the  feveral  articles  which  exceed  in  value  lOyOooL 

That  there  be  laid  before  this  Houfe,  an  account  of  die  net  pro« 
duce  of  all  the  permanent  taxes  in  the  quarters  ending  on  the  5th 
of  January,  5^1  of  April,  5th  of  July,  and  i  oth  of  Oaober,  in  the 
years  1795  and  1796,  refpeftively. 

That  there  be  laid  before  this  Houfe>  an  account  of  the  net  pro- 
duce of  the  permanent  taxes  which  fubli(ted  prevbus  to  the  5^1  of 
Januaiy  17911  inthe  years  ending  the  loth  of  Odiober  1795  and 
I796  refpcdively  ;  adding  thereto  the  difierence  between  the  pro- 
due^  of  the  dudes  oft  home-made  fpirits  in  each  y^r  refpe£dvel]^» 
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and  the  avenge  produce  thereof  in  three  years  ending  the  5th  of 
January  1795  ;  and  adding  likewife  the  amount  of  the  funis  paid 
from  the  revenne  of  cuftoms  on  account  of  bounties  'for  com  im« 
ported,  or  bounties  for  ratling  feamen. 

A  petition  was  prefented  by  Thomas  Baigefs,  Etq.  againft  the 
return  of  the  borou^  of  Bridport,  in  Dorfetihire,  complaining  that 
Charles  Sturt,  Efq.  was  not  duly  returned. 

A  petidon  of  William  Wrightfon,  Efq.  was  read,  fetting  forth, 
diat,  at  the  laft'cledion  of  burgefles  to  ferve  in  Parliament  for  the 
'borough  of  Downton,  in  the  county  of  Wilts,  the  petitioner  and  John 
Motteux,  Efq.  and  the  honourable  Edward  Bouverie  and  Sir  Wil« 
Itam  Scott,  Knight,  were  candidates  ;  and  that  the  faid  eledion 
came  on  at  Ekm^nton  aforefaidon  the  27  th  day  of  May  laA,  and  a 
poll  being  demanded,  the  fame  was  taken  before  Robert  Blake,  Efq. 
who  aded  as  the  returning  officer  for  the  faid  borough,  under  an  ap- 
pointment as  deputy,  to  William  Boucher,  Efq.  the  fieward  of  the 
manor  and  borpugh  of  Downton  aforefaid  ;  and  that  the  faid  Ro* 
bert  Blake  did,  at  the  faid  poll  fo  taken  by  him,  partially,  illegally, 
and  wrongfully,  reje.6t  feveral  legal  votes,  which  were  tendered  in 
&vour  of  the  petitioner  and  the  faid  John  Morteux,  and  did  receive 
many  illegal  votes  in  favour  of  the  faid  Edward  Bouverie  and  Sir 
William  Scott,  and,  under  colour  of  a  pretended  majority  in  fiivour 
of  the  faid  Edward  Bouverie  and  Sir  William  Scott ;  and  although 
in  hA  there  was  a  great  majority  of  legal  votes  in  favour  of  the  pe- 
titioner and  the  faid  John  Motteux,  the  faid  Robert  Blake  did  de- 
clare the  faid  Edward  Bouverie  and  Sir  William  Scott  duly 
eleded,  and  hath  taken  upon  himfelf,  (alfely  and  illegally,  to  make 
a  iptum  of  the  faid  Edward  Bouverie  and  Sir  William  Scott,  as 
burgefles  to  ferve  in  Parliament  for  the  faid  borough,  to  the  great 
prejudice  of  the  petitioner,  who  was  duly  eledlcd  ;  and  therefore 
praying  the  Houfe  to  take  the  premifes  into  confiderationy  and  to 
grant  the  petitioner  fuch  relief  therein  as  to  the  Houfe  (hall  feem 
meet. 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  petition  be  taken  into  coniideration 
upon  Thurfday,*the  17  th  day  of  November  next,  at  three  of  the 
clock  in  the  afternoon. 

A  petition  of  Mofcs  Barling,  William  Mowland,  Peter  Wor- 
nell,  Thomas  Mitchell  the  elder,  John  Matthews,  and  John 
Edfall,  freeholders  of  the  borough  of  Downton,  in  the  county  of 
Wilts,  Yrz»  alfo  read  ;  fetting  fortli,  /that,  at  the  laft  election  of 
buij^bfles  to  ferve  in  Parliament  for  the  faid  borough  of  Downton, 
*  William  Wrightfon,  Efq.  John  Motteux,  Efq.  the  honourable 
Edward  Bouverie,  and  Sir  William  Scott,  Knight,  were  candi- 
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dates  V, and  that  the  (aid  eledion  came  on  at  Downton  afeerlaid  on 
tl>e  27th  day  of  Maylaft,  and  apoll  being  demanded,  the  fane  was 
taken  before  Robert  Blake,  Efq.  who  adled  as  retumtng  officer  fer 
the  faid  borough,  under  an  appointment  as  deputy  to  William 
Boucher,  Efq.  the  fleward  of  the  manor  and  borough  of  Downton 
aforefaid ;  and  that  the  petitioners,  Thomas  Mitchell,  the  elder, 
John  Matthews,  and  John  Edfall,  being  feveniUy  freehotdm'of 
burgage  tenements  %rithin  the  faid  borough  of  Downton,  and  lawfiil 
elodors  ,of  buigeflfes  to  ferve  in  Parliament  for  the  faid  borough,  (fid 
at  the  faid  poll  tender  their  votes  for  the  faid  William  Wrig^oa 
^nd  John  Metteux  to  the  faid  Robert  Blake,  who  ought  to  have 
admitted  their  faid  votes  on  the  iaid  ^  poll,  but  the  Aid  Robert 
Blake  .did  partially,  illegally,  and  wrongfully,  reje£t  their  faid  votes, 
and  did  receive  for  the  faid  borough  many  illegal  votes  in  fiivour  of 
the  faid  Edward  Bouverie  and  Sir  William  Scott,  and,  under  colour 
of  a  majority  fo  procured  in  favour  of  the  faid  Edward  Bouverie 
and  Sir  William  Scott ;  and  although  in  h&  there  was  a  great 
majority  of  legal  votes  in  fevour  of  the  fiiid  William  Wrightfon 
and  John  Motteux,  the  faid  Robert  Blake  did  declare  the  (aid  Ed- 
ward Bouverie  and  Sir  William  Scott  duly  eledcd,  and  hath  taken 
upon  himfelf  falfely  and  illegally  to  make  a  return  of  the  faid  Ed- 
ward Bouverie  and  Sir  William  Scott  as  buigeflcs  to  ferve  in  Par- 
liament for  the  faid  borough,  to  •  the  great  prejudice  of  the  peti- 
tioners ;  and  that  the  petitioners  are  ready  and  defirous  to  fubffam- 
tiate  and  prove  their  feveral  rights  to  vote  at  the  faid  eiedion,  and 
alfo  to  prove  the  illegality  of  the  feveral  illegal  votes  admitted  for  the 
faid  Edward  Bouverie  and  Sir  William  Scott ,  and  therefore  pray- 
ing die  Houfe  to  take  iht  prcmifes  into  confideration,  and  to  grant 
to  the  petitioners  fuch  relief  therein  as  to  the  Houfe  Ih^U  ap- 
pear juil. 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  petition  be  taken  into  confideration  al 
the  fame  time  that  the  laft  preceding  petition  (hall  be  takeii  intQ 
confideration. 

Tuejdayj  October  1 1 . 

The  Houfe  having  met  ycftcrday  at  half  pad  three  o'clock,  a 
petition  was  prcfcnted,  complaining  of  an  undue  election  for  Ayr- 
Ihirc,  in  Scotland,  and  ordered  to  be  taken  into  confideration  on 
Thurfday  the  24th  of  November  next. 

Upon  the  motion  of  Mr.  STEELE,  it  was  ordered  that  qo  pe- 
tition br  private  bill  (hould  be  received  fubfequent  to  Friday  the  3d 
day  of  February. 
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Mr.  HOBART  brought  up  the  report  of  the  opinion  of  the 
Committee  of  Suppty,  v^hich  was,  that  a  fupply  (hould  be  granted 
to  His  Majefty.     To  this  the  Houfe  agreed  nem.  con. 

Mn  Chancellor  PITT  moved  for  eftimatcs  of  the  ordinary  en- 
pences  of  the  Navy,  and  the  half-pay 'efiablifhment  for  the  charges 
of  building  and  repairing  (hips,  of  the  land  forces,  of  the  out-pen- 
fioners  of  Chelfea  Hofpltal,  &c.  &c.  and  that  an  addrefs  fhould  be 
made  to  His  Majefty,  requeAing  him  to  gfve  directions  for  the  fame 
being  laid  before  the  Houfe  ;  after  which  he  moved  that  the  Houfe 
fhould  refolve  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  Supply  this  day  fe'nnjght. 
Agreed  to. 

INVASION. 

I 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  moved  to  have  the  following  paragraph 

of  the  King's  fpeech  read: 

**  You  will  feel  this  peculiarly  neceffary  at  a  moment  when  the 
enemy  has  openly  manifefted  the  intention  of  attempting  a.  de« 
fcent  on  thefe  kingdoms.     It  cannot  be  doubted  what  would  be 

**  the  iffue  of  fuch  an  enterpcize,  but  it  befits  your  wifdom  to  ncg- 
led  no  precautions  that  may  either  preclude  the  attempt,  or  fe- 
cure  the  fpeedieft  means  of  turning  it  to  the  confulion  and  ruin  of 

'*  the  enemy." 

He  then  gave  notice,  that  on  Tuefday  next  he  would  move  for  a 
Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe,  for  the  purpofc  of  propofing  in  it 
a  meafure  calculated  to  protedl  the  country  againft  the  poffible  daa^ 
j5cr  alluded  to  in  the  fpeech  fix)m  the  Throne. 

The  Houfe  adjourned  at  four  o'clock. 
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An  ACCOUNT  of  the  Value  of  British  and  Fork ign 
Merchandize  imported  and  exported,  for  the  half  Years 
ending  the  5th  July,  1795,  the  5th  January,  1796,  and  the 
5th  July,  1796;  diftinguUhing  the  feveral  Articles  which 
exceed  in  Value  io,oooL 

FOREIGN  MERCHANDIZE  IMPORTED. 


SPECIES 

of 

GOODS. 


Half  Ydar 
ending 


Half  Year 
ending 


Half  Year 
rnding^ 


5th  July  1795.  S*^  J^°'  '79^*  S^^  J"^y  '79^ 


Aflics,  Pearl  and  Pot 

Barilla  — 

Brimi'one        —        — 
BriilUs,  undrcft  — 

Cattle,  Cows,  and  Oxen 
Cork  - 


Corn. 


Barley 

Beans 

Oats 

Pcafc 
Rye 


tv 


Meal  . 
t        — 

—  Flour 


Drugs. 

Caffia  Fiftula 
Cortex  Peru 
Gum  Arabic  % 
Ifinglal's  — 

Juniper  Berries 
ouccus  Liquoritix 

Dye  Stuffs,  &c, 


Annotto 

Cochineal 

Fuftic 

Indigo 

Loguood 

Madder 


Roots 


Mahogany 
Redwood 


» 7.754 

34»237 

3344 

2,^08 
9,105 


7,691 

7,261 

191,581 

14924 

48,S43 
^,496 


5t674 
20,213 

1,091 

5,8io 

3>?63 
6,497 


^'943 
109,417 

8,611* 

55i'7« 

i2,v-8 
20,  51 

3^9"^ 
-2,419 

1 2,649 


43,688 

5.385 

18,276 

10,440 


6,J33 

3«454 
55.92^) 

4.8.8 

•  7-5  4 

i3'845 

3051339 

'^394 


8,036 

^703 
9,076 

19,828 

10,  .79 

19,019 


5,69*? 

125,208 

I^593 
3N'f53 

41^754 
64,825 

5^389 

2>i47 
6,710 


1 


38*39^ 
26,448 

*i'S97 

15,022 

7»3^Q^ 
4>a58 


3»9SS 

Z2»2I4 

207,578 
18,723 

Si'079 

3»9*« 

432»9S7 


122 
11,678 

7.S^* 

1,469 

6,009 
17,091 


4»344 
60,540 

3'45^ 

25'7?i 

^M73 
45,087 

24,361 

14,406 

i3j339 
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Elephant's  Teeth  — 

Feathers  for  Beds  — 
FiQi,  Herrings,  White 

Flax,  Rough  — 
Fruit,  Lena,  and  Orang. 

Glafs  Plates  — 

Grocery, 

Cocoa 

Coffee 

Currants         —  — 

Ginger         —  — 

Pimento          —  — 

*"  Dcnia         —  — » 

Lcxia        —  — 

Smyrna  — 

Solis         —  — 

Rice             — . 

Sugar,  Brown  — 

Hemp,  Rough  — 

Hides,  Lofti  -r- 

Ox  or  Cow  — 

Iron  Bar         —  — 

Linen. 

• 

Canvas,  HeiTens  -^ 

'  Spruce  — 

Germany,  Narrow  — 

Iriih,  Plain  — 
Ruflia,  broad,  above  ii\ 

■■ 3'f 


OS 


36 

Narrow  — 


Oil,  Ordinary 
■■         Salad 
—  Train 

Provifions. 

Bacon  — 

Beef  

Butter         

Chccfc  — 

Pork         

Seeds,  Linfeed 
Silk,  Raw         — 
Thrown 
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4to85 

302 

32»449 
11,709 

4*627 


'6> 


3.S32 
402,494. 

61,5^7 
i,36§ 

7»77S 
22,637 

9i7So 

4»943 
45,406 

3'S>«>32 

65,006 

3,586 

16,105 

7^*959 


I  S»S3o 

51496 
51,642 

5731656 

4,406 

10,114 

4»6i9 

23,818 

3>oi4 
33>23^ 


481897 
1^^,976 

^29,605 

2,694 

89,837 

5,841 
72,326 

i43>'38 


7i7S2 

7iS^>-^ 
f6,oS5 

i6t),092 

11,6.12 

3i547 


10,237 

888,909 

20,601 

19,652 

25»554 

41053 
15,600 

7,888 

8,635 

56,744 
,i5»>70^ 

393,672 

6,721 

16,523 

356,-15 


22,783 
^3,019 
60,814 
606,014 ' 
85,384 

6»443 

3»»449 
10,985 

23,063 
8,3i6li^ 

83,894 


15,258 

50,581 

17S1277 
6,087 

86,517 

44.845 
36,074 

261,256 


71873 
6,051 

.  303 
106,385 

16,576 
9»977 


62$ 

927*545 

^2,495 
3i8ii 

1  ii497 

1^347 

5i073 
894 

3,093 
132,440 

373iC>85 

551847 
2,614 

i3i97^ 
io8;2ij 


16,053 

c,76i 

58,624 

615,643 

^71834 
1,511 

91729 
3iiSt- 

S4»i94 

3,437 

5^953 


98,203 

ii5>7r6 

165,04^ 

18,^46 

i53>»i7 

i3'753 

4S,U3 

^54'87t> 
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Skins« 

Beaver 
Calf,  Raw 
Deer,  in  Hair 
Goat,  Raw 
Martin 

Spirits,  Brandy 

.  Geneva 

^ Rum 

Starch 

Tallow 

Tar 

Tobacco 

Turpentine 

Wax,  Bees 

Whale  Fins 


Wine. 


French 
Madeira 
Port 
SpaniCh 


Wood, 


- 


Deals 
Mafts 

Plank,  Oak 
Staves 
Timber,  Fir    * 

Wool,  Cotton 
-  Spanifh 
\am,  Lmen,  Raw 
MifccUancous  Articles 

Total 


9.732 
629 

20,711 

2,842 

13,658 

39'*97 
26,946 

84,914 

1^,643 

11,018 

9,696 


7,II2 

2,189 

283,532 

73.650 


.16,588 

40.159 

2,955 
34.'72 
25,908 

310,615 
68,838 
54,460 

4^5.250 


4,786,742 


31,228 

34.344 

43.525. 
19,176 

13.97' 

16,000 
8,350 

137.23* 

463 
95,620 

61,251 

1 1 6,700 

11,288 

9  '36 


6,936 
12,106 

317.671 
90,211 


I42,0.).I 

''.347 

^  69,499 

438,637 
2 1 9,002 
283,955 
970,499 


4,64s 

8.854 

24,401 

19.^27 
41257 

69,220 

13.503 

3'»79' 

46.334 

98057 
27,103 

74.449 
17,262 

4,207 
369 


9.237 
2,895 

1 35*279 
26,515 


21,211 

104,801 

7.4©9 

14.541 
44,612 

4^2,446 
143,926 
178,686 

675'345 


10,043,184        6,999,659 


Exccfs  in  Favour  of  the  Imports  of  the  Half  Year, 
ending  5th  July,  1796,  cocppared  with  the  corref 
ponding  Period,  1795,  


ar,l 


2,212,917 


Note. — From  the  Manner  in  which  the  Importations  from  the  Countries 
within  the  Limits  of  the  Eaft  India, Company's  Charter  arc 
-brought  to  Account  in  the  Books  of  the  Ciiftoms,  the  Half 
Yearly  Periods  cannot  be  diftinguilhed,  nor  can  any  Account 
whatever  be  as  yet  rendered  of  the  £ail  India  Imports  for  the 
Half  Year,  ending  5th  July,  r  796.  The  Infpedor  Gcnei  al, 
ibr  thefe  Reafons,  has,  in  order  to  prcfervc  the  comparati\c 
View,  omitted,  in  all  the  three  Periods  of  the  above  Account, 
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the  Valaeof  the  Importations  from  India  and  China »  which, 
in  the  Year  1795*  amounted  to  5>76o,795l.  agreeably  to  the 
Eftimates  or  Rates  of  Value  in  his  Office— 

The  principal  Importations  from  the  Weft  Indies,  aqd  almoft 
the  whole  Importations  fron\  Canada  and  the  Baltic*  are  made 
in  the  Half  Year,  ending  at  Chriftmas,  the  Value,  therefore, 
of  the  Imports  of  that  Period  will  always  be  found  greatly  to 
exceed  thofe  of  the  Half  Year,  ending  at  Midfummer. 

FOREIGN  MERCHANDIZE  EXPORTED. 


Alhes  Pearl  and  Pot 

Bora^,  refined 
Cortex  Peru        - 
Rhubarb 

Cochineal  - 

Fuftic 

Indigo  - 

Logwood  - 

Nicoragu;i  - 

Flax,  Rough  - 

Cocoa  - 
Coffee 

Ginger  - 

Pepper  - 

Pimento  - 

Rice        —  - 

Sujrar        — ^  — 

T«        -  - 

Iron  Bar        —        — 

Germany,  Narrow 
Irilh        —         — 

At  Value 
Rufila,  above  36 
Callicoes  - 

Muflios  - 

Nankeens  ^  - 

Prohibited 
Beef         — 
Butter  - 

Pork 

Salt  


Half  Year 

ending 

5th  July,  17^5 


I 

7t+»o 

45«o'4 
56.522 

69,187 

6,929 

7.358 

^•747 

ifi74.094 

6,711 

1 1 1 ,660 

10,990 

7,642 

183,909 

222,67s 

24,342 

24,282 

'35-35^ 

i3.8«7 

9'844 
576,849 

281,034 

2,897 

240,017 

10,792 

8,846 
1 770 


Half  Year 
ending 


Half  Year 
ending 


5th  Jan.  1 796,  5th  July,  1 796 


I' 
'5*^*7 

7>9»9 
2,685 

57»i86' 

74,228 

6,285 

206,879 

21,597 

4*563 

2,843 

77'78o 

3,204,877 

19,291 

'38*4*7 
13,862 

18,115 

593*958 
242,600 

*8,593 

45,610 

246,848 

1 6,696 

10.858 

303,666 

23,762 

9»79<^ 
9,183 

10,635 


8,207 

'  6910S 
2.528 

31,5*^ 

3i»35* 
4»968 

183,388 

9,604 

6,289 

20,182 

3>7»6 
2,157,220 

8,330 

115,949 

10,604 

18,805 

303,160 

220,857 

65»977 

160,568 
21,677 
16,100 

649,865 

201,759 
5.678 

298,613 
26,480 
23,222 

^2,775 
1,140 
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Silk,  Bengal  Raw 
Thrown 

Skins,  Beaver 

Deer  in  Hair 

Spirits,  Rum 

Tobacco 

Wine,  Frcinch 
Port 
Spanifh 

Wool,  Cotton 
Spanifh 

Mifcellaneous 

Total 


Excefs  in  Favour  of  the  Foreign  Merchandize  exported,  1 
in  the  Half  Year  ending  5tli  July,  1796,  compared  I      h^5S*397 
with  the  corrcfponding  Period  of  1 795  """^  J 

The  large  Excefs  of  the  Vakie  of  the  Exports,  in  the  Half 
Year  ending  at  Chriilmas,  over  the  Half  Year  ending  at 
Midfummer,  inagreatMeafurearifcsfrom  the  Weft  India 
Produ6ts,  fuch  as  Sugar,  Coffee,  Cocoa,  &c.  being  chiefly 
exported  from  this  Country  in  the  ChriUmas  Quarter* 


13.014 

21,429 

12,691 
19,708 

«3»3io 
39*481 

12,034 

«>443  ' 

7,286 
12,870 

871 

•       23,089 

* 

51,086 

38,102 

43»»53 

224,561 

207,986 

I34»«i3 

H>647 
6,766 

8»977 

*3»757 
17,846 

4»304 

20,370 
16,2  r  8 
22,067 

22,890 
9>'74 

12,752 
16,129 

"*574 
9,207 

182,915 

385,830 

i       305*7^0 

3,862,243 

6,794*350 

5*3' 7*^40 

BRITISH  MANUFACTURES  EXPORTED. 


Half  Year 

ending 

5th  July,  1795 

Half  Year 

ending 

5th  Jan.  1796. 

Half  Year 
ending 
5th  July,  17c 

1 

Apothecary  Ware       — 
Apparel,  Garments 

15,960 

24*954 

10,962 

19,564 

16,921 

7*129 

£' 
18,496 

26,224 
J  6,393 

Bark        — 

Beer        « -r- 

Books         —         — 
Brafs,  Wrought           — 

3*657 
26,561 

1 2,647 
221,113 

11,778 
29,095 

8*537 
53'^30 

34*638 

35-9  ^<^ 
8,472 

X39»iot 

Candles,  Tallow         — 
Cattle,  Horfes              — 
Chariots  and  Coaches 

13*083 
6,100 

'7*650 
218,877 

14,6  0 
4,680 

'.785 
218,307 

*f.937 

4.470 
S07S 

»*  0*7 
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Colours  for  Painters 
Copper,  Wrought       - 
Copperas         —         - 
Cordage         — - 
Com,  Wheat  Flour 
Cotton  Manu&dures 

Fifti,  Herrings,  White 
Pilchards  ^ 

Glafs  

Gunpowder  - 

Habcrdalhcry        ,  - 

Hats,  Beaver  - 

B'elt 

Hops  —  - 

Iron,  Nails  - 

Wrought  - 

Lead  ■  - 

White 

Leather,  Tanned  - 

Wrought  - 

Linens  —  - 

Molafles         —        - 
Military  Stores' 

Oil,  Train        —      — 

Pewter 

Plate,  Wrought  Silver 
Bacon 
fiifcuit 
Cheefe 

Salt,  Rock 
White 
Silk  in  Pieces 
—  fcwing 
Soap,  Hard« 
Spelter  — 

Stationary        —^ 
Steel  — 

Stockings,  Thread     - 
Sugar,  Refined 


Tin 


Plates 


26,849 

33^597 

8,943 

22.9^7 

8.748 

895.179 

7»'29 
5*299 

5,869 

47»7o* 
100,504 

37,696 

21,730 

«5,94J 
453,147 

£7,168 

",177 

» 9,943 
22,467 

203,601 

14,255 
5 1 ,400 

4,140 
33,605 

14,993 
6.358 

5'3i5 
6,664 

8,427 

102,515 
50,017 
35,116 

4»34i 
5,100 

76.455 
26,914 


17726 
a  08,048 

-5    05 
6,314 

20,546, 

1,157*500 

164x15 
J  1,926 

39^585 
I  Oj05 1 

49'S»3 

37*947 
46,482 

26, 1 50 . 

i3tM 
425,566 

51,850 

6,089 

18,476 

^4,564 
347*836 

6,073 
3*4^5 

22,991 

3S>«7i 

12,084 

•6,9+8 

2,516 

8,123 

14,746 

52,886 

106,556 

54,4 '3 
21,183 

7'  >«9 
9.107 

7*254 

44.664 

337*984 

136,594 
46,446 
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i,463>699 
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3,661 
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60,603 
91,268 
57,664 
17,868 

23»S70 
506,333 

58,042 

4,5^5 
21,541 

32*564 
328,854 

A,48i 
20,400 

7,006, 

45*852 

15,256 

7.655 
12,808 

7,37» 

21,367 
46,049 

136,75s 
69,672 

31,623 

18,886 
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37,497 
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Watches         — 
Woollen  Goods 

— 

X8,Q02 
'  2,045,958 

25,048 

i,469>^37 

25,221 

2,?«  1,192 

Yarn,  Cotton 

— 

"    14,915 

32,966 

58,959 

MifceUaneoos 

— 

1,586,370 

1,746,086 

1,982,962 

Total 

7,590,065 

8,088,553 

9,346,062 

«»755»997 


^455»397 


3>*«  1,^94 


Excefs  in  Favour  of  the  Britifh  Manufa6ture8  exported,  1 
in  the  Half   Year  ending  5th  July,    1796,   com-  I 
pared  with  the  correfponding  Period  of  1 795  J 

Excefs  in  Favour  of  the  Foreign  Merchandize  exported,  1 
i^  the  Half  Year  ending  5th  July,  1796,  brought  > 
from  its  proper  Account  -^—  —J 

Total  Increafe  of  Britiib  and  Foreign  Merchandize  ex- 
ported, in  the  Half  Year  ending  5th  July, 
gi>mpared  with  the  correfponding  Period  ^   ' 
ceding*  Year  ^— — 

Thomas  Irving, 
Infoedor  General  of  the  Imports  and  Exports  of  Great 
Britain  and  the  Britifh  Colonies. 

As  the  Returns  of  the  Imports  and  Exports  of  Scotland  for  the 
Half  Year  ending  5th  July,  17969  are  not  yet  receiredi  the 
above  Account  therefore  \$  confined  to  England. 

Infbeftor  General's  Office, 
Cfullom  Houfe,  Londoni 

13th  oa.  fj^. 
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A  petition,  oovitilaining  of  an  undue  ^retom  fiom  tfa^  town  of 
Canterburyi  was  prefentedi  and  ordered  for  coniideration  th?  agtb 
of  November  nei^. 

A  petition  from  Peter  Moore  and  Philip  FVaneis,  Efqrs.  com- 
plaining of  an  undue  jretum  bom  Teidc^ibuiy,  was  prefcntedy  and 
ordered  for  confid^tioq  the  firft  of  D^cetpb^r  next. 

Mr.  ROSE  moved  that  an  account  of  all  the  Exchequer  bids, 
iflued  in  puiTuance  of  three  ads  pf  Parliaiaem  pafled  ]aA  fidfion, 
pe  laid  before  the  Houfe.-— Agreed  to 

« 

Thurfday^    f  3/A  October. 

Mr.  Serjeant  ADAIR  gave  notice,  that  on  Monday  ntfxt  he 
would  move  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  fimilar  to  that  which  paffcd 
through  the  Houfo  laft  year,  and  which  was  flopped  by  the  Lords, 
becaufe  it  was  prefenfed  at  a  period  of  the  Scffion  when  theiv  was 
not  time  for  difcufiing  its  merits.  The  objedl  of  the  bill  was  to 
make  fome  regulations  r^fp^dUng  the  obligation  of  the  Quakers  to 
pky  tithes,  and  to :  make  their  affirmation  in  courts  of  juilice,  evi- 
dence in  criminal  as  well  as  in  civil  cafes. 

A  petition  was  prefented  fvom  Sir  John  Htndcrfoti,  of  Foidell, 
compbining  of  an  undue  eledion  for  the  boaoiigh  of  Stilling,  &r. 
which  was  ordered  to  be  taikcn  into  oonitderation  on  Tuefdayi  the 
6th  of  December, 

Friik^f    14/A  October* 

A  fecond  petition  was  praffanted^  complaining  of  an  undue  elec- 
tion for  the  trough  of  Downton,  in  the  county  of  Wilts.  Or- 
dered to  be  taken  into  confideiation  on  the  day  appointod  for  die 
former  petition. 

The  SECRETARY  AT  WAR  laid  before  the  Houfc  a  va- 

* 

riety  of  army  eftimates,  which  he  moved  to  be  taken  into  coniide- 
ration in  a  committee  of  fupply  this  day  fe'nni^t. 

Mr.  BROUGHTON  moved  for  an  aocoanc  of  the  revenue  and 
chaiges  of  tbe  Ead-India  Company  for  the  years  1795^  1796  ; 
an  account  of  their  flock  and  capital ;  an  account  of  their  faics  of 
goods  for  the  fame  period ;  an  account  of  the  amount  of  the  iak 
of  goods,  with  the  rate  of  freight  and  private  profit,  and  from  die 
year. 1793. 

The  Hoofe  refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  fupply. 

Mr.  PYBUS  faid,  that  howoirer  anxious  they  all  might  be  that 
Ihe  negociations  which  had  been  opened  ought  terminate  in  an  ho- 
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nouraUe  peacci  die  committee  woidd  ftill  peiceiv^  the  neeeffitjr  <oi 
placii^  our  means  of  defence  in  the  moft  refpedabk  poAurc^  and 
preparing  the  country  for*  either  alternative.  He  tbercfere  enter^ 
tained  full  confidence  that  the  refolutions  he  had  to  propofe  wouM 
meet  with  no  oppotition.  He  then  mov^d  "  that  one  hundred  and 
twenty  thoufand  men  Ihould  be  employed  for  the  fcrvice  of  die 
navy  for  the  year  1797,  indudiAg  20,000  marines^  and  that  4I. 
per  month  for  1 3  months,  (hould  be  granted  for  e»:h  man/* 

General  TARLETON  faid  he  did  not  rife  to  objedk  to  the  volv 
then  before  the  G)mmittee ;  ndrhad  he  any  intention  inthe  remdteft 
degree,  to  depreciate  the  fervices  of  our  gallant  naval  c^kets  and 
hardy  feamen.  He  had  heard  and  read  of  their  achievements 
throug^Mxit  the  war,  with  as  much  pleafure  as  any  £ngli(hman 
whatever.  And  in  the  ikiU  and  braveiy  of  our  navy,  he  coneei-^ 
ved  Great  Britain  would  always  find  the  bed  dcfenee  and  fafeguani 
againfi  the  external  enemies  ;  but  as  the  reprvfentarive  of  one  df 
the  greateft  eommerdal  towns  tn  Eurnpe,  he  eileemed  it  lo  be  his 
duty  to  place  before  the  Gonimittee,  a  few  obfervatione  on  two  ma-» 
terial  and  intereAii^  iubjefte.  His  Majefty's  fpeech  had  inferilfied 
the  Hou(e  that  the  fleets  •f  the  enemy  had  for  the  greater  part  of 
the  year  been  blocked  up  in  their  own  ports ;  alluding  to  that  part 
of  the  fpeech,  and  confcious  of  the  immenfe  naval  fbice  pofTeflcd 
by  this  eountiy,  he  wifhed  to  knt>w  why  the  fquadron  of  Adttitrat 
SLichery  had  been  fuffcred  to  ihove  from  Cadiz.  The  equivocal 
fituation  of  Spsun  might  periiaps  account  for  this*  If  the  Britifh 
Admiral,  who  was  cruizing  off  Cadiz,  had  received  inllru6Uans  t& 
leave  his  dation,  or  thought  it  is  duty  to  do  ib,  that  was  a  fufBci- 
ent  reafon.  But  there  was  anodier  pdnC  upon  which  Ibme  direct 
informatVxi  from  His  Majefty 's  Minifters  appeared  to  him  to  be  Yie- 
ceflary.  Every  perfon  was  acquainted  with  the  failing  of  Admiral 
Richery's  ffeet  every  perfon  had  heard  of  its  arrival  and  opeta- 
tions  at  Newfbundland««-he  wifhed  to  have  fome  offidal  detail  upon 
the  fubje^.  Another  report  had  been  circulated  within  thefe  twa 
days  (^  a  more  difagreeable  naCiire.  Several  of  the  (hips  (fix  dt 
feven)  of  the  Quebec  fket  had  been  captured.  This  was  an  event 
of  much  cQiifequence ;  the  Houfe  were  awast  that  a  fecond  convoy 
was  expeded  from  Quebec;  under  all  thefe  drcumftances,  he 
wifhdd  to  know  if  miniftcrs  had  provided  sgainft  ofienfive  optrl- 
tions  in  Newfoundland,  or  if  they  thoi^hc  the  feafon  was  dhiwin^ 
nigh  that  wodM  driire  the  enemy  from  the  coafl ;«— -on  this  fubjetk 
,he  wifhed  to  receive  fome  oiHcial  infbrmatidh.  . 

Mr.  PYBUS  faid,  that  Govemmem  had  certainty  received  offi- 
cial aesounis  then  die  eneii^  had  laodid  and  ^mMkHed  a  certain 
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degree  of  damage  upon  the  coaft  of  Newfoundland  ;  but  they  bad 
alfo  reafon  to  believe  that  they  had  now  retired  from  that  quarter. 

'  The  two  refolutions  were  then  put  and  carried,  and  the  Honfe 
being  refumed,  the  report  was  ordered  to  be  recdred  on  Monday. 

Monday^   1 7/A  October. 

A  petition  was  prefented  by  the  unfuccefsful  candidate  for  the 
borough  of  Malmfbury,  and  another  on  the  part  of  the  electors, 
complaining  of  an  undue  ele£Uon  for  that  borough.  Both  petitions 
were  ordered  to  be  taken  into  confidendon  on  Tuefday  the  i  ft  of 
November. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  obferved,  diat  it  appeared  to  him  to  be 
neceffary  that  fome  meafure  of  regulation  fhould  be  adopted  rela- 
tive to  petitions  prefented  to  the  Houfe»  complsaning  of  undue  re* 
turns  at  elections,  and  that  he  ibould  have  topropofe  fomething  to 
that  efFed  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Serjeant  ADAIR  £ud,  he  rofe  in  oonfequence  of  the  no- 
tioe  he  had  the  honour  two  days  ago  to  give  the  Houfe,  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  moving  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  that  ref- 
pedable  body  of  people  the  Quakers.     His  motives  for  this  pro- 
ceeding he  would  date  as  fhordy  as  poffible,  as  well  as  the  reafons 
which  induced  him  to  brii^  forward  the  bufinefs  in  the  laft  Parlia- 
ment.    He  entertained  no  doubt  but  that  the  opinion  of  the  prefent 
Parliament  upon  the  fubjed  would  entirdy  coincide  with  that  of 
the  laft.     He  was  fure  that  in  the  laK  Parliament,  the  principles 
on  which  the  bill  was  framed,  were  fuch  as  gave  univerfal  fatisfac- 
tion.     The  object  pf  the  bill  which  he  wi(hed  to  pafs  into  a  law, 
was  two-fold  :-<-Fir(l,  ito  gnmt  relief  to  the  Quakers,  with  regard 
to  the  imprifonment  of  their  iperfons  for  non-payment  of  tythcs  ; 
and  in  the  next  place,  to  render  their  affirmation  evidence,  in  cri- 
minal as  well  as  in -civil  cafes  in  courts  of  juftice.     Nothing,  he 
Dud,  could  be  more  congenial  to  die  principles  of  jaftice,  than  to 
extend  that  relief,  which  the  bill  intended,  to  a  body  of  men»  who 
were  univerfally  and  juftly  allowed  to  be  as  unofiending  and  as  obe- 
dient to  the  laws  xis  any  fet  of  men  in  the  country  ;  and  certain  he 
was,  however  we  might  differ  from  them  on  account  of  their  reli- 
gious icruples,  that  the  Houfe,  aSuated  by  the  principles  and  love 
of  liberty,  would  be  ever  ready  to  give  way  to  the  fcruplcs  of  per- 
fons  upon  matti^r^  of  rdigion  or  confcience,  and  while  they  were 
£itisfied  that  thefe  fcruples  were  lincere,  would  treat  them  with  ref- 
peA  and  indulgence. 

The  legiflature  had  formerly  granted  inddgencies  to  the  Quakcn 
refpeding  the  payment  of  tithes^    They,  oonfidered  die  payment  of 
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tytfaesi  in  a  certain  fomii  as  contrary  to  the  divine  law,  and  there- 
fore thought  thejr  ought  not  to  obey  a  human  law,  if  it  appeared  to 
tfiem  contrary  to  the  divine  one.     That  they  were  lincere  in  that 
opinion  was  evinced  by  its  having  been  produ£tiv6  of  many  tern- 
pynxy  inconveniences  to  them,  liaving  fubjed^ed  fome  of  them 
to  perpetual  imprifonment,  which'  they  fufiered  in  filence,  rather 
dian  give  up  their  fcruplcs.     Under  thefe  circumftances,  the  iegif- 
lature  had  taken  the  fubjed  into  confideration,  and  accordingly  we 
find,  that  in^  the  7  th  and  the  8  th  of  King  William  it  was  provi- 
dedy  that  where  the  payment  of  tythes  did  not  exceed  icl.  a  re- 
medy was  given  to  the  Quakers  in  a  certain  manner  there  deicribed  ; 
experience  had  (hewn  the  wifdom  of  that  meafure.     It  was  his 
objeA  now  to  make  the  principle  of  chat  meafure  more  extenfive 
in  its  effe^.    The  Quakers  did  not  objed  to  the  payment  of  lythes, 
provided  they  were  not  made  aSive  in  their  obedience  to  ihc  law, 
by  which  tythes  were  claimed  of  them,  but  their  fcruples  of  confei- 
cnce  kd  them  to  thiiik  it  a  breach  of  the  divine  law  for  them  to  be 
active  in  their  obedience  to  a  civil  inftitutidn,  which  they  conGdc* 
red  as  repugnant  to  divine  authority ;  and  as  our  law  nc(w  flood, 
the  procefs  might  be  fuch  as  to  compel  them  to  be  thus  adKve  againft 
their  confcience,  they  therefore  were  fubjeA  to  perpetual  imprifin- 
ment  when  an  attachment  was  iflued  againft  their  perions-for  the 
oon-payment  of  tythes.    To  this  perpetual  imprifonment  (although 
they  ^pofleflfed  the  means)  they  had  fubmitted,  radier  than  be  sd^ 
tive  in  the  payment  of  tythes,  becaufe  they  thought,  that  by  bdng 
fo,  they  offended  againft  the  divine  will.     It  was  with  a  view  of 
relieving  thefe  confcientious  men  that  he  brought  in  the  bill'  which 
paffed  that  Houfe  in  the  laft  Parliament ;  and  which  it  was  hb  db-^ 
ject  now  to  renew.     In  the  reign  of  George  I.  there  was  a  mea« 
fure  fimilar  to  this  introduced,  but  as  it  did  not  go>  beyond  die  fum 
of  I  ol.  it  had  been  found  inadequate  to  the  grievance  which  it  was 
its  obje£t  to  redrefe.     It  was  his  intention,  in  the  meafure  he  was 
about  to  bring  forward,-  to  adopt  the  principle  of  that  bill,  to  ogn* 
form  to  its  provifions,  and  to  give  additional  power  as  to  the  means 
of  obtaining  cods.     The  meafure  which  he  was  propofing,  had 
nothing  hew  in  its  nature ;  it  was  only  enlarging  the  amount  of  the 
fum  for  which  the  remedy  was  already  provided  :  but  although  he 
wiihed  to  relieve  the  Quakers  from  the  hardfhips  they  fuSeftd,  yet 
he  had  no  view  of  doing  fo  without  a  due  regard  alfo  to  the  into- 
jreft  of  the  clergy  who  were  entitled  to  tythes  ;  on  the  contrary,  the 
meafure^ he  was  about  to  proppfe  would  facilitate  the  recovery  of 
^  their  demands,  for  as  the  law  now  (lands  the  clergyman  lofes  his 
profits  \vhen  the  Qiiakers  fubmits  to  perpetual  imprifonment. 
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.  ill  ta&s  of  orach  kgsil  <Sflierity,  ^ucfa  is  ihodtiflcst '&c*  lie 
iboiild  propofe  the  quettion  tb  be  referred  to  fupertor  coorCt^  iincs 
gcodemen  in  the  commSffixm  of  the  peace,  however  weti  qoalifieA 
to  perform  their  duty,  could  not  be  eiepcAed  to  onderftsiid  all  die 
imricadcs  of  fuch  poiMs.  The  bill  dierefore  which  he  propofed 
tiy  bring  in  (hould  have  fome  provilioaft  upon  that  head ;  bi|^  if  it 
fliould  appear  that  the  partjrprofecuting  hisdairtiy  had  had  reooorfe 
to  the  higher  authority  when  die  inferior  jtiriiiJidioa  was  oompetent 
to  decide  it,  then  fuch  party  fliould  have  no  more  oofis  than  if  be 
had  purfueci  his  remedy  bi  the  inferior  and  ordinary  way. 

Thefe  were  the  outlines  o£  the  bill  which  he  propofed  to  irtov 
duce,  a  meafure  which  had  the  doable  afped  of  relieving  the  Qua- 
ker and  fecuring  the  property  of  die  minifters  of  our  eflabUfhed 
ehiudi. 

Tbers  was  aiuther  point,  however,  to  be  confidered j  a  provi- 
fioii  which  re^wSted  the  axhniniftrarion  of  juftiee,  As  it  regarded  the 
evidence  to  be  received  in  our  courts  of  law,  in  matters  of  <iriflii- 
nal  jorifdidbn«*^He  intended  to  introduce  into  tiie  bill  he  was 
oow  about  to  propofe  what  was  inferted  in  the  former  bill.  Expe- 
rience had  (heWn  die  expediency  of  receiving  die  affirmation  of 
Qpakers  in  dvil  cafes.  In  criminal  cafes  the  judges  had  often 
feenand  lamented  (as  he  had  himfdf  in  a  great  criminal  court)  die 
xnifdiief  that  aiofe  from  excluding  the  crown  and  the  public  .ffont 
the  benefit  of  the  affirmation  of  the  Qufdters ;  and  therefere  he 
fiiould  propofe  the  taking  the  affirmadons  of  Quakers  in  criminal 
as  well  ^s  ia  dvil  cafes,  as  evidence  in  courts  of  law.  This  was 
analogous  to  the  prindple  which  had  guided  out  o6arts  in  their 
proceedings  upon  evidence.  Nor  had  h^  any  doubt  that  if  the 
courts  had  not:  Gon(idered  the  ftatute  which  made  the  aflfnmadon  of 
:r  admiiKfale  evidence  in  dvil  cafes,  a  reftridion  in  a  cri- 
cafe,  the  judges  would  all  (he  certainly  fhould  htmfelf)  have 
taken  the  affirmation  of  a  Quaker  in  all  cafes  like  an  oath.  For 
they  had  taken  the  oaths  of  perTons  of  perfuafions  difl!?itfit  ftom 
omr  own.  The  bill  fliould  therefore  ena^t,  that  the  aHirmatlcMt 
of  Quakers  ihoiild  be  taken  in  criminal  cafes.  When  he  flated 
HAb,  he  knew  there  .were  mnny  of  the  Quakers  who  did  not  with 
it;  .hetelieved  there  Were  many  of  them  who  would  not  l%e  to 
fee  that  provifion  in  the  bill  ;  but  he  fhoald  do  it,  liecaufe  he 
thought  it  was  a  provifion  which  the  adminifhraticm  of  juftice  called 
for  V  as  he  had  known  many  who  wdre  guilty  of  the  mod  atrocious 
offences  efeape  punlfbment  on  account  of  this  defidfcncy  in  the  ad* 
Biffiibilit/  of  evidence.  '    ' 

He  fhould  trefpafs  no  farthdt  upon  the  Houfe  than  to  tkf,  that 
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if  leave  be  gtwatobriogin  the  bill,  geottemeit  mM  take  an  op- 
fxntomty  of  difbuffiilg  k  in  its  variow  ftages.  There  were  patiti  of  it 
which  oouid  be  better  dilcufied  in  a  Cooimittfe  than  in  anjr  othor 
fiage  of  it ;  be  {bonld,  if  permitted,  bncig  it  in  preeifelf  in  the 
ibrm  in  \«hich  it  pafied  tfaa^  Hou£s  in  the  laft  Parliament*  Gen- 
ticmcn  might  of  eomfo  propofe  what  amendment  tbejr  Ibould  diiok 
fit  in  the  Committee.  He  did  not  indeed  pledge  htnifelf  noe  to 
propofe  fame  amendments  in  it  himielf.  Perhaps  he  mi^t  be  of 
opinion  that  the  amendments  that  were  adopted  by  the  Houle  in 
the  fbnmer  bill  ought  to  be  left  out.  Widiout  pledging  htmfelf, 
therefore,  to  aidficnsjto  evoy  claiife  in  the  ImU  whidi  he  had  the 
honour  to  propofe,  he  moved  **  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  ia  a 
bill  for  the  ftrtfaer  mlief  of  the  people  called  Quakers,  as  to  the 
imprifonment  of  their  peribns  for  the.  non-payment  of  (ythes ;  and 
for  making  their  folemn  affirmation  evidence  in  criminal  as  well 
OS  civil  cafes."     Granted. 

Tuefdaj,   ilth  Oaoler. 

A  petition  was  prefented  from  Edward  Knnbley*  Efq.  and  Sir 
James  Graham,  complaining  of  an  undue  dofiion  for  Cailifk^ 
which  was  oidemd  to  be  taken  into  confideatioa  on  Thurfdaf  the 
8ch  of  December* 

AUb;  a  petidon  from      ■  Shipley,  Efq.  againft  the  elefiion 

at  Colchefler,  whkh  was  mfeived  ftr  confideration  to  Tuefilsqr  the 
1 3th  of  December. 

likewife  a  peqtion  fipom  John  HiH,  Efq*  againft  the  Shrewf* 
bury  ele£lk)n,  to  be  con&feeed  on  Hinriday  the  15th  of  De« 
•  cember* 

Mr.  Seosetary  DUNDAS  bvou^  sip  the  additional  articles  of 
Ae  Treaty  of  Navigation  and  ComflMice  between  Great  Britrin 
snd  the  Urated  States  of  America,  3S  ratified  at  London  and  Phi- 
ladelphia, which  wore  ordeaed  to  lie  upon  the  tsUe. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  as  it  would  oert»nly  be  £iri». 
fiidary  to  all  the  parties  <:«neemed  in  oontiouerted  efefiieos  that 
idaey  fliotdd  be  decided  as  fbonas  pcffible,  he  had  ^cAenfa^  g^ven 
notice  dial  he  would  on  diis,  day  fuggeft  fiune  itgobtions,  in  ader 
to  bring  them  to  the  ^^eedieft  poflible  Uermination.  It  was  impof- 
fible  far  him  to  extend  diefe  negations  to  all  the  petitions,  be- 
caufe  there  weie  ftill  two  day«  open  for  their  pcception,  and  he  did 
not  know  how  maay  tn  the  oourfe  of  that  time  might  be  pfefenled. 
But  as  there  had  been  twelve  petitions  preConted  already,  he  oais- 
ccivcd  that  fk  of  thefe  might  be  decided  before  the  Chrifhnas 
^  ^diout  intei^fcjritig  with  other  mattera  of  imposduit  <ii£- 
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coflion,  which  ipvould  certainly  occupy- a  ooofiderible  (hare  of  the 
atteittiDn  of  the  Houfe.  With  refpedt  to  the  reft  he  hoped  that 
they  would  be  heard  as  foon  as  poffible  after  the  Chriftmas  receft, 
and  that  this  Porliament  would  fet  an  example  of  difpatdi  in 
buiinefs>  upon  which  the  cfaarader  and  dignity  of  the  Houfe  fe 
much  depended, land  that  they  would  incontefiably  prove  the  bene^ 
ficial  tendency  of  the  bill  lately  paiTed  upon  the  fubjeA,  by  fettling 
every  controverted  eledion  in  the  courfe  of  die  prefent  feflion. 
*  The  order  of  the  day  being  read,  and  the  Houfe  having  re- 
Iblved  itfelf  into  a  Coitimittee  to  confider  the  daufe  of  His  Ma- 
jefty's  fpeech  refpeding  an  invaiion*-*that  paragraph  of  the  fpeeeh 
was  read  as  follows : 

<<  You  will  feel  this  peculiarly  neceflaiy  at  a  moment  when  the 
*<  enemy  has  openly  manifeAed  the  intention  of  attempting  a  de- 
''  fcent  on  thefe  kingdoms.  It  cannot  be  doubted  what  would 
**  be  the  iflue  of  fuch  an  enterprife ;  but  it  befits  your  wifdom 
**  to  negledl  no  precautions  that  may  either  preclude  the  attempt, 
'<  or  fecure  the  fpeedieft  means  of  turning  it  to  theconftifionand* 
**  ruin  of  the  enemy." 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT.^  After  die  unanimous  vote  which  die 
Houfe  gave  upon  die  firft  day  of  the  feflion,  and  their  general 
concurrence  in  that  part  of  the  Addrefs  which  refpeds  a  foreign 
invaiion,  it  would  be  doing  injuftice  to  the  feelings  which  were 
then  exprefTed,  were  I  to  make  any  apolqgy  for  calling  their  at- 
tention to  the  fubje6t  on  the  prefent  occafion.  I  fhall  not  detain 
tty^m  therefore  a  fingle  moment  in  fliewing  the  propriety  of  laying 
before  them  at  fo  early  a  period  the  meafures  which  I  mean  this 
day  to  propofc.  It  is  equally  our  duty  and  our  intereft  by  every 
means  in  our  power,  and  by  every  exerdon  of  which  we  are  ca- 
pable, if  poffible  in  the  language  of  the  Addrefs,  to  preclude  the 
attempt,  and  at  the  fame  dme  to  take  fuch  meafures  of  defence  as 
ihall  caufe  the  invafion,  if  it  (hould  be'  attempted,  to  iflue  in  the 
confuiion  and  niin  of  the  enemy.  I  (hall  not  at  prefent  gp  much 
at  laige  into  the  detail  of  preparations,  but  merely  fuggeft  a  gene- 
ral outline  of  defence,  which  if  it  (hould  be  approved  of  by  the 
Committee,  may  be  particularly  difeufled  when  the  bills  are  after- 
wards brought  in  upon  the  refolutions.  The  general  confideradons 
are  few  and  obvious.  The  natural  defence  of  this  kingdom^  ia 
cafe  of  invafion,  is  certainly  its  naval  force.  This  prefents  a  for- 
midable barrier  in  whatever  point  the  enemy  may  direiS  their 
attack.  In  this  department,  however,  Jittle  now  remains  to  be 
done,  our  fleet  at  this  moment  being  more  refpedable  and  more 
formidable  than  ever  it  was  at  any  other  period  in  the  hiflory  of 


Oct.  i8.]  DEBATES.     '    '  89 

the  countiy.     But  ftibng  and  powerful,  even  as  it  at  prefent  is,  it 
is  capable  of  confiderable  increafe,  could  an  additional  fupply  of 
fcamen,  or  even  landfmen,  who  in  a  veiy  (hort  time  might  be 
trained  to  an  adequate  knowledge  of  the  naval  fcrvice,  be  procured. 
For  this  pui^fe  I  would  fu^ft  a  levy  upon  the  different  parifhes 
throughout  the  kingdom,  an  expedient  precifely  fimilar  to   that 
which  was  praflifed  with  fo  much  fuccefs  nearly  two  years  ago. 
This  levy,  however,  I  would  not  confine  as  a  mode  of  fupply  for 
the^ea  fcrvice.     It  is  certainly  of  the  higheft  importance  both  for 
the  internal  defence  of  the  country  and  the  fecurity  of  our  foreign 
poiTeflions,  that  all  the  old  regiments  ihould  be  compleat.     But 
every  one  muft  be  fenQble,  *  that  from  the  numbers  in  thofe  rqgi* 
ments  who  have  fallen  a  facrifice  to  ficknefs  and  the  fortune  of 
war,  a  more  expeditious  method  muft  be  adopted  for  their  complc-' 
tion,  than  the  ordinary  mode  of  recruiting  fupplies,  in  order  chat 
the  country  may  be  able  to  avail  itfelf  of  this  arm  of  ilrength.     I 
would  propofe,  therefore,  in  the  firft' place,  a  levy  of  fifteen  thou- 
fand  men  from  the  different  pariflies  for  the  fea  fervice,  and  for 
recruiting  the  regiments  of  the  line.     The  Committee,  however, . 
muft  be  fenfible  when  a  plan  of  invafion  is  in  agitation,  a  fchemc 
which  almoft  at  another  time  would  not  have  been  conceived,  and 
an  attempt,  which  by  any  other  enemy  than  that  with  whom  wc 
have  now  to  contend,  might  have  been  ju(tly  deemed  impra<9icable, 
that  a  more  enlarged  and  a  more  expenfive  plan  of  prevention  and 
of  defence  is  neccffary.     In  digefting  this   plan  there   are  two 
confiderations  of  which  wc  ought  not  to  lofe  fight.      The  firft 
is  the  means  (which  mud  not  be  altogether  new)  of  calling  toge- 
ther a  land  force,  fufEcicntly  (^rong  to  fruftrate  the  attempt,  keep- 
ing our  naval  force  entirely  out  of  view ;  And  fecondly,  to  adopt 
fuch   meafures  in  raifing  this  force  as  (hall  not  materially  inter- 
fere with  the  induftry,   the  agriculture  and  the  commerce  of  the   ^ 
countr}'.     It  will  be  for  the  Houfe  to  decide  upon  the  degree  to 
which  the  former  confideration  ought  to  be  permitted  to  interfere 
with   the  latter.     A  primary  objed  will  be  to  raife,  and  gradually 
to  train,  fuch  a  force  as  may  in  a  fhort  time  be  fit  for  fervice. 
Of  all  the  modes  of  attaining  this  objed,  there  is  none  fo  expedi- 
tious, fo  effedual,  and  attended  with  fo  little  cxpence,  as  that  of 
ratfing  a  fuppleroental  levy  of  militia,  to  be  grafted  upon  the  prefent 
eflablifhment.     I  (bould  propofe  that  this  fupplement  (hall  confift 
of  fixty  thoufand  men,   not  to  be  immediately  called  out,  but  to 
be  enrolled,  officered  and  gradually  trained,  fo  as  to  be  fit  for  fer- 
vice at  a  time  of  danger.     The  bed  mode  of  training  them  with- 
out withdrawing  too  nf^any  at  one  time  from  tlieir  regular  purfuits. 
Vol.  I.  N 
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will  be  to  embody  one  lixth  part  in  regalar  fucceflion,  eadi  to  be 
trained  for  twenty  days,  in  the  courfe  of  which  they  may  become 
tolerable  proficients  in  the  military  exercife.  With  refpeft  to  the 
mode  of  conducting  the  levy,  the  returns  that  have  been  lately 
made  from  the  different  counties  (hew  the  prefent  levies  to'be  ex- 
tremely difproportioned,  and  that  the  claufe  in  the  a6t  which  pro- 
vides againft  this  abufe  has  never  been  executed.  Accordingly 
we  find  that  in  fome  counties  the  proportion  is  one  out  of  feven^ 
and  in  others  one  out  of  three.  It  will  be  expedient  therefore 
-to  regulate  the  future  levy,  not  by  the  proportions  now  exifting, 
but  by  a  general  eftimate  of  the  inhabitants  who  are  able  to  bear 
arms.  The  next  confideration  which  merits  attention,  is  the 
manner  in  which  the  troops  are  to  be  furni(hed,  ti^hich  I  think 
ought  to  be  generally  from  all  parts  of  the  kingdom,  and  that 
an  obligation  be  impofed  upon  thofe  who  are  balloted  either  to 
ferve  in  pcrfon,  or  to  provide  a  fubftitute ;  and  the  better  to  prc- 
ferve  the  general  proportion,  that  this  fubftitute  be  provided  either 
from  the  parifh  in  which  the  pcrfon  balloted  rcfides,  or  irom  a 
pariih  immediately  adjoining.  It  will  be  proper  alfo  to  removi 
the  prefent  exemption  from  thofe  who  have  more  than  one  child, 
on  the  exprefs  condition  that  they  (hall  not  be  called  tipon  to 
ferve  oot  of  the  parifh  in  which  they  live.  The  mode  of  train- 
ing only  one  fixth  part  of  the  whole,  twenty  days  in  fucceflion, 
'as  it  will  only  withdraw  ten  thoafand  at  a  time  from  their 
ufaal  occupations,  confequently  wiU  not  much  infringe  upon  the 
general  order  of  the  community.  Of  coune  they  muft  be  pro- 
vided with  fome  fort  of  uniform,  but  it  will  be  of  the  coarfcft 
kind,  and  fuch  as  may  be  purchafed  at  a  fmall  expence.  A  fuf- 
ficient  number  of  arms  will  alfo  be  in  readinefs  for  fupplying 
each  man  in  the  moment  of  danger.  Another  meafure  which  I 
would  fu^eft  to  the  Committee,  is  to  provide  a  confiderable  force 
of  irregular  cavalry.  The  regular  cavalry  on  the  prefent  eftablilh- 
ment  is  certainly  by  no  means  inconfidcrable,  and  the  yeomanry 
cavalry,  which  from  their  numbers  are  fufficicntly  refpe(%ible, 
we  have  found  to  be  highly  ufeful  in  fecuring  the  quiet  and  main- 
taining the  internal  tranquillity  of  the  country.  But  with  a  vie^ 
to  repelling  an  invafion,  the  more  that  this  fpecics  of  force  is  ex- 
tended the  greater  advantage  is  likely  to  accrue  from  it,  as  an  in- 
vading enemy,  who  muft  be  deftitute  of  horfes,  can  have  no  nleans 
to  meet  it^  upon  equal  terms.  Befides,  it  is  a  fpecies  of  force 
which  may  be  provided  in  a  mode  that  will  be  attended  with  aU 
m6ft  no  expence  to  the  public,  and  with  little  hardfliip  to  indivi- 
duals.    In  order  tt)  calculate  the  extent  to  which  thefe  irr^ular 
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cavalry  may  be  raifed,  it  b  neceflaiy  to  eftmate  the  ntirober  of 
horfes  which  are  kept  for  pleafure  throughout  the  kingdom,  and 
by  railing  the  levy  in  this  pn^rtion  we  fhall  have  the  iatisfadlion 
to  think  that  it  will  only  ^11  upon  thofe  who  have  a  confideratle 
(lake  to  defend.  By  the  produce  of  the  tax,  which  is  as  good 
a  criterion  as  any,  of  the  numbei'  of  horfes  kept  for  plicafure,  we 
find  that  in  Scotland,  England  and  Wales,  they  amount  to  about 
two  hundred  thoufand,  one  hundred  and  twenty  thoufand  of 
which  belong  to  perfons  who  keep  only  one  horfe  of  the  kind,  the 
reft  to  perfons,  fomfc  of  whom  keep  ten,  and  various  other  pro- 
portions. It  certainly  would  not  be  a  Very  fcvcre  regulation 
when  compared  .with  the  objed  meant  to  be  accomplifhed,  to  re* 
quire  one  tenth  of  thefe  horfes  for  the  public  fervicc.  I  would 
therefbi-e  propofe  that  every  pierfon  who  keeps  ten  horfes  (hall  be 
obliged  to  furnith  one  horfe  and  a  horfeman  to  ferve  in  a  corps  of 
cavalry— that  every  perfon  who  keeps  more  than  ten  horfes,  and  a 
number  falling  Ihort  of  twenty,  after  furnifhing  a  horfe  and  horfe- 
man, for  the  firft  ten,  fhall  fubfcribe  a  proportionate  fum  for  the 
reft,  which  fhall  be  applied  to  defray  the  general  cxpcnce— that 
thofe  who  keep  twenty  fiiall  fumifli  two,  three  of  thirty,  &c.  and 
that  thofe  who  keep  feWer  than  ten  fhall  form  themfelves  into  a 
clafs,  when  it  (hall  be  decided  by  ballot  who  at  the  common  ex- 
pence  fhall  furnifh  the  horfe  and  the  horfeman.  Thefe  troops 
thus  raifed  will  be  provided  with  uniform  and  accoutrements, 
formed  into  corps,  and  put  under  proper  officers.  And  furely 
when  the  means  are  compared  with  the  obje<St  to  be  attained  and 
the  expcnce  to  which  individuals  will  be  fubjedled,  with  the  fecu- 
rity  of  the  property  which  they  poffefs,  no  one  will  complain  that 
that  end  or  that  fecurity  is  purchafed  at  too  dear  a  price.  There 
is  ftill*  another  refource  which,  though  it  may  not  appear  foferious 
as  thofe  which  have  been  already  mentioned,  ought  not  to  be  neg- 
ledled.  Upon  the  fuppofition  of  an  invafion,  it  would  certainly  be 
of  no  fmall  importance  to  form  bodies  of  men,  who  from  their 
dexterity  in  ufing*  firc-arras,  might  be  highly  ufeful  in'harafling 
the  operations  of  the  enemy.  It  may  ealily  be  perceived  that  I 
here  allude  to  gamekeepers  and  perfons  of  fuch  a  defcription  whofe 
fervices  in  this  emergency  might  be  extremely  valuable.  I  am 
aware  that  there  are  great  numbers  of  depute  gamekeepers,  who 
might  coniider  it  as  exceedingly  hard  to  be  included  under  fuch  an 
^ligatioh.  I  would  propofe  therefore  that  every  depute  game- 
keeper aho  does  not  chufe  to  ferve  in  perfon,  fhall  provide  a  per« 
fon  equl  ly.or  nearly  equally  dexterous  in  the  ufe  of  fire-^arms  with 
himfelf ;  and  that  every  d^te  gamekeeper  who  does  not  cbulc 
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to  ferve  in  perfon  or  to  provide  a  fubfKtute,  (hall  have  a  certain 
time  allowed  him  to  return. his  licence;  bat  if  he  retains  it  after 
that  period,  he  (hall  be  obliged  to  comply    with  the  regulation. 
I  do  not  conceive  that  I  form  an  exaggerated  eftimate,  when  I 
fuppofe  that  there  are  about  feven  thoufand  perfons  in  the  kingdom 
fit  for  being  formed  into  a  corps  of  excellent  markfmcn>  and  with 
whatever  levity  this  propofition  may  be  treated,  I  am  confident  it 
is  by  no  means  unworthy  of  attention  at  a  time,  when  we  are  oc- 
cupied in  contriving  the  bcft  means  of  internal  defence,  and  of 
converting  a  hoilile  invaiion  to  the  ruin  and  confufion  of  the  in- 
vaders.   I  have  now  ftated  the  general  outline  of  the  plan  ;  it  will, 
perhaps,  be  better  to  poftpone  the  difcuflion  of  its  particular  merits 
till  we  fee  the  details  in  the  bills  which  will  be  afterwards  broi^ht 
in^  if  the  refolutions  which  I  (hall  have  the  honour  to   propofe 
meet  the  approbation  of  the  Committee.     Upon  the  whole,  then 
the  amount  of  the  force  will  be  fifteen  thoufand  men  for  the  fer- 
vicc  of  the  navy  and  for  recruiting  the  regiments  of  the  line,  fixty 
thouiand   fupplemental   militia,  nearly  twenty  thoufand  irregular 
~  cavalry,  (I  fay  nearly,   for  there  will  be  various  deductions  to  be 
made,  fuch  as  thofe,   perhaps,   who  have  the  charge  of  a  pariib, 
and  thofe  who  have  horfes  already  fcrving  in  the  yeomanry  cavalry, 
and  feven  thoufand  markfmen.     If  the  Committee  (hall  think 
proper  to  approve  the  refolutions,  I  (hall  bring  in  the  bills   as 
foon  as  poHiblc,  and  allow  a  week  for  confidering  them.     The 
Committee,  however,  muft  be  fenfiblc  that  the  mcafures  ought  to 
be  adopted  as  fpcedily  as  pofTible  ;  for  every  hour  of  additbnal 
delay  is  fraught  with  additional  information  to  the  enemy,  and 
every  additional  notice  to  the  enemy  is  accompanied,  with  additional 
danger  to  ourfclves.     He  concluded  with   moving  the  (irft  of  a 
feries  of  rcfuluticns,  embracing  the  different  objects  mentioned  in 
hisfpceeh,  as  follows: 

•*  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  raife  a  certain  num- 
**  ber  of  men  in  the  federal  counties  of  England,  and  from  the 
"  dificrent  (hires,  ftcwarties,  towns,  and  boroughs  of  Scotland,  for 
"  tlie  fcrvice  of  His  Majefty's  army  and  navy." 

Mr.  SHERIDAN.  In  two  points  I  am  liappy  to  agree  with 
the  riglu  honourable  gentleman,  namely,  that  it  will  be  a  fitter 
opportunity  for  difcuiTing  the  merits  of  the  phn  which  he  has 
fuggeficd  to  the  Committee  after  tlie  bills  are  introduced,  and  tl)at 
the  fchemc  of  preparation  which  he  has  now  o{X:ned  is  nothing 
more  than  following  up  the  vote  of  the  Houfe  on  the  firfi  day  of  the 
SefFion.  I  muft  eonfcfs  .however,  I  expcdted  that  the  right  honour- 
able gentleman  would  have  accompanied  his  fiatement  of  defcnfivc 
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operations  with  fome  explanation  of  tl|e  reafons  why  it  h  necef- 
fary  to  take  any  fuch  meafures  at  all.  The  plan  which  he  has  in 
viewi  if  put  in  execution,  will  certainly  impofe  additional  burdens 
upon  the  people,  and  contiderably  fubtrad  from  the  induftry  of  the^ 
natiooy  in  which  its  grcated  riches  confift.  And  before  propoiing 
a  plan  which  inevitably  has  this  tendency,  it  certainly  is  no  un- 
reafenable  expedation  that  its  neceflity  (hould  have  been  evinced. 
I. am  aware  .that  it  would  be  improper  to  demand  much  precifion 
of  explanation  upon  the  fubjedl,  but  becaufe  it  would  not  have 
been  confiflent  with  his  duty  to  give  a  particular  difclofure  pf  cir- 
cumftancesy  furely  that  was  no  reafon  why  he  (hould  have  left  the 
neceflity  of  the  formidable  arrangements  which  he  has  propofed 
upon  the  vague  and  indefinite  bafis  on  which  they  at  prefent  reft. 
And  if  this  Houfe  of  Commons  is  not  difpofed  to  follow  the  ex- 
ample of  the  laft  Parliament,  to  facrifice  the  r^hts  of  the  people 
to  the  regal'  prerogative,  and  to  furrender  with  the  blindncfs  of  im- 
plicit confidence  the  direflion  of  public  affairs  to  the  Minifters  of 
Ae  Crown,  I  truft  that  as  there  are  more  new  Members  in  this 
than  in  any  former  Parliament,  (a  circumftance  which  of  itfelf  is 
certainly  pleafing  intelligence  to  the  public),  they  at  leaft  will  think 
it  a  duty  they  owe  to  their  conilituents  to  demand  fome  farther 
fatis&(3ion  upon  the  fubje6^,  before  they  give  an  unqualified  aflfent 
to  a  projedi  fo  new  and  unprecedented.  1  here  is  fomething  ex*- 
tremely  peculiar  in  tht  mode  of  announcing  the  attempt  in  His 
Majefty's  fpeech,  which  I  have  certainly  a  right  to  confider  as  the 
fpeech  of  the  Minifter.  The  words  "raanifefted  the  intention,"  are 
vague  and  indefinite,  and  I  could  wilh  that  by  fome  more  exprefs 
communication  they  would  attach  to  themfelves  a  greater  (bare  of  re- 
fponfibility  for  the  meafures  in  contemplation,  than  can  refult  from 
the  cautious  terms  in  which  His  Majefty's  fpeech  is  couched. 

I  wifh  to  be  informed  whether  they  know  any  thing  of  what 
is  pafling  in  France,  or  whether  any  preparations  have  been  mak-*. 
ing  for  fuch  an  attempt  ?  I  am  fure  if  they  are  entirely  ignorant  of 
this,  the  fLcret-fcr\  ice  money  voted  by  Parliament  muft  have  been 
grofsly  mifapplied.  If  they  have  taken  the  alarm  merely  from  the 
bluftering  fpecphes  of  French  generals,  or  fome  threatening  rhodo-. 
nK)ntade  which  has  pafled  in  their  councils,  it  has  certainly  been 
mod  groundlefsly  conceived.  Were  an  invafion  to  be  attempted 
by  tl}e  enemy,  there  is  no  man  more  fanguine  than  I  am,  in  think* 
ing  that  the  iflue  of  fuch  an  attempt  would  be  highly  honourable 
to  the  patriotifm  and  the  courage  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  country.. 
Any. doubt  that  it  would  have  a  contrary  ilTue  is,  in  my  opinion, 
worthy  of  being  treated  onjy  with  contempt ;  and  if  the  Govern- 
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ment  of  Prance  can  be  at  all  influenced  by  the  idea  of  nceiving  af- 
fiftance  ffom  the  people  of  England,  they  are  unfit  to  oondud  the 
affairs  of  a  great  nation.  Such  piti&i  fuccour  as  they  wopld  find 
in  this  iflandi  if  there  are  any  individuals  of  charader  fo  dq>raved9 
and  feelings  fo  d^enerate  as  to  join  their  ftandard,  would,  I  am 
fure,  radicr  impedi^  than  forward  their  progrefs.  1  cannot  boaft  of 
pofleffing  that  military  ardour,  that  chrvalry  of  patriotifm  which  I 
have  heard'has  been  dtfplayed  at  fome  meetings  in  the  city,  where 
a  wiflt  has  been  exprefled,  that  3  or  400,000  Frenchmen  might 
land  here,  merely  to  give  them  an  opportunity  of  exerdfing  Aax 
prowefs  in  flaughcering  them,  but  I  have  no  doubt  thai  ruin  and 
oonfufion  will  be  the  (i\tc  of  thofe  who  may  be  hardy  enough  to  un- 
dertake fuch  an  cnterprize.  I  agree  with  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man in  all  his  (btements  of  the  neccflity  and  propriety  of  adopting 
meafures  of  prevention  and  defence,  if  d)c  enemy's  intention  be 
fuch  as  to  wsirrant  them.  I  give  this  qualified  aflent  to  the  mea- 
fures  which  he  propofcs  to  adopt,  becaufc  I  profefs  to  have  no  con- 
fidence whatever  in  the  Miniftcr.  Thofe  who  implicitly  confide 
in  his  judgment  and  fincerity  will  be  difpofed  to  give  him  credit  for 
the  neceffity  of  the  fteps  which  he  is  about  to  take.  Thofe  who, 
with  mc,  were  witnefies  of  their  condudt  during  lad  Parliament, 
have  fo  often  feen  the  prefent  Minii^ers  railing  alarm$  in  the  coun- 
try when  no  danger  exiftod,  merely  to  enlarge  their  own  power, 
and  to  frighten  the  people  into  a  hafty  concurrence  with  their  un- 
principled fchemes  of  aggrandifement,  that  it  cannot  be  furprifing 
to  them  If  I  fufpe6^  their  integrity  on  tlie  prefent  occafion.  I  do 
not  aflc  prccife  information  fnxn  them  rcfpedting  the  Aate  of  France, 
but  I  wifh  to  know,  whether  they  arc  advifed  that  there  arc  fliips 
coHefted  at  the  different  ports  of  the  French  coaft,  apparently  for 
no  otlier  purpofe  than  that  of  being  employed  as  inftrumental  in 
invading  this  country  r  If  their  alarm  is  taken  up  on  no  other  foun^ 
datlon  than  die  empty  rhodomontade  of  fpeeches,  all  prepararion 
to  rclift  an  attempt  which  only  exifis  in  the  diftempered  brain  of  a 
feverifli  orator,  is  abfurd  and  ridiculous.  The  idea  of  invafion  is 
by  no  means  new.  Wc  have  heard  in  this  country  of  ^  proje^^ 
of  invading  France,  "ftnd  the  march  of  our  army  to  Paris  was  to 
confummatc  the  triumphs  of  the  firft  campaign  of  the  war.  This 
was  not  lightly  talked  of,  it  was  gravely  dated  in  the  graved  of  aU 
aflfemblies,  a  Britifli  Houfe  of  Commons,  by  no  obfcure  perfon, 
but  by  gentlemen  of  great  weight,  and  very  nearly  connedM  with 
Ac  right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Pitt],  and  at  the  tinye  was 
mtich  applauded  by  a  great  majority  of  the  Houfe.  One  of  .the 
gendemen  who  piopofcd  this  daring  line  of  operatioHi  in  the  entfiu- 
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lUfm  of  the  idesi  entered  the  army,  got  the  command  of  a  fegU 
mcnty  and  thus  manifested  the  linceritjr  of  his  intentions*  But 
we  never  heard  that  the  Government  of  France  had  taken  any  fte[>8 
to  rep^l  the  threatened  danger.  I  ^ill  not  difguife  my  opinion  that 
this  note  of  preparation  is  founded  for  a  purpofe  very  different  from 
that  tirhich  has  been  diis  day  profeiTed..  We  have  heard  that  the 
French  armies  have  been  completely  defeated  and  even  annihilated 
in  Germany,  and  except,  like  the  frogs  in  the  marlh»  ivho  wer# 
afraid  of  being  attacked  by  the  conquered  bull,  Mtnifters  fuppofe 
that  the  French,  after  being  routed  by  the  Emperor,  are  to  come 
over  and  attack  us,  it  is  difEcult  to  reconcile  their  prefent  alarm 
with  their  other  reprefentations.  But  fuppoflng  that  the  French 
really  intend  to  make  an  invafion  upon  this  country,  what  is  the 
natural  inference  that  they  will  draw  from  the  Irefolutions  which 
have  been  opened,  and  one  of  which  has  been  propofed  for  the  ap- 
probation of  the  Committee  r  Do  %ve  n6t  allow  that  the  country  is 
not  at  prefent  prepared  to  repel  any  attack  that'may  be  made  againft 
it  ?  In  the  laft  Parliament,  a  /ight  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Se- 
cretary Dnndas)  triumphantly  announced,  and  at  the  tirtxe  expref- 
fed  h^s  defire  that  all  Europe  might  hear  it,  bOt  left  eveh  the  Sten- 
torian vigour  of  his  lungs  Ihould  not  have  carried  the  welcome  in- 
telligence to  the  cars  of  all  the  new  members  who  now  fit  in  the 
Houfe,  I  (hall  re-ftatc  it—"  That  with  the  naVal  and  military 
force  which  the  nation  could  then  command,  we  had  nothing  to 
dread  from  the  united  eflPorts  of  the  combined  powers  of  Europe. 
Such  was  the  unexampled  ftrength  of  our  navy,  and  fuch  the  cou- 
rage and  loyalty  of  our  regular  troops,  aided  by  the  zeal  and  intre* 
pidity  of  a  vaft  cftablifhment  of  fencible  and  volunteer  corps,  that 
there  was  no  poiTible  danger  to  which  we  could  be  expbfed,  whe- 
ther from  our  foreign  or  domeftic  enemies,  that  we  might  not  en- 
counter with  the  mod  confident  aflfurance  of  fuccefs."  If  the'mar- 
tial  ardour  then  tei^ified  by  volunteer  aflbciations,  was  not  a  mere 
fpurt  of  loyalty,  and  if  the  perfons  who  compofed  thefe  corps  had 
enrolled  themfelves  hot  from  motives  of  iritereft  or  of  vtelty,  but 
frdm  patptotifm  and  devotion  td  their  country,  why  tepofe  fo  little 
confid0icc  in  their  exertions,  or  diftruft  their  fidelity  to  a  caufe  to 
which  they  are  pledged  by  their  honour  as  well  as  by  their  intereft  ? 
I  am  afraid  that  the  refolutions  now  propofed  are  calcufated  rather 
to  invite  than  to  prevent  an  invafion— that  they  tend  to  frighten 
this  country,  but  not  to  frighten  France.  They/prodaim  tothe 
Qnemy  that  till  the  new  force  which  it  is  propofed  to  colled  and 
to  train  is  brou^t  into  a£Hon,  that  we  are  not  in  a  proper  fbte  of 
tf efencci  and  thus  point  out  the  intermedbte  time  as  the  pn^r 
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period  for  making  a  fuccefsful  attempt.  But  I  am  perfuaded,  as  I 
have  already  faid,  that  the  plan  now  in  agitation  points  to  a.  very 
different  objed  from  that  which  is  profeiTed  ;  that  it  is  in  the  con- 
templation of  His  Majefty's  MiniAers  to  prolong  the  (hocking  and 
inhuman  fpccies  of  warfare,  with  a  view  of  extending  our  poflef- 
iions  in  the  Weft  Indies,  and  that  it  is  for  this  purpoib  that  Parlia- 
ment arc  called  upon  to  fan^^ion  thofe  meafurcs  which  it  is  preten- 
ded are  diftated  by  th^  imperious  neceflity  of  the  times,  and  indif- 
penfably  required  for  the  fafety  and  fccurity  of  the  country.  I  do 
not  find  myfclf  called  upon  to  oppofe  the  refolutions ;  on  the  con- 
trary, if  they  are  neccffary,  let  them  be  adopted  by  all  means. — 
1  wiih  only  to  have  fome  farther  explanation,  and  to  be  informed 
whether  the  danger  of  an  invafion  is  fuch  as  to  require  thefe  mea- 
fures  of  prevention,  or  whether  the  real  objeft  of  all  the  prepara- 
tions is  not  the  extenfion  of  our  colonial  pofleffions  in  the  Weft 
Indies  ?  Some  of  the  expedients  fuggefted  by  the  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman, it  was  impoflible  to  hear  without  a  fmile.  We  are  cal- 
led upon  to  raife  a  great  cavalry  force  for  a  very  curious  rcafon, 
becaufc  the  enemy  cannot  eafily  import  cavalry  into  the  country  ; 
as  well,  fuppofing  them  to  attack  us  only  with  cavalry,  might  it 
be  faid,  that  we  ought  only  to  have  infantry  to  oppofe  to  them. 
I  have  no  objedlion  to  club  for  a  horfe,  or  to  exercife  in  Hyde  Park, 
and  I  dare  fay  the  right  honourable  gentlemen  is  very  well  acquainted 
with  the  maxim  of  ride  and  tie.  I  muft  confefs,  however,  I 
cannot  eafily  perceive  the  propriety  of  inlifting  a  corps  of  game- 
keepers,  as  if  a 'game-keeper  only  had  the  heart  to  be  a  foldier. 
fiefides,  this  clafs  of  men  are  by  no  means  the  moft  dexterous  in 
the  ufe  of  fire-arms.  The  fquires  with  more  propriety  ought  to 
be  fele<3ed.  I  am  fure  I  know  many  gentlemen  who  are  infinite- 
ly more  expert  (hooters  than  their  gamekeepers.  Neither  am  I 
fond  of  the  poflhumous  tx  pojl  faHo  refiedion  which  is  thrown 
upon  the  depute  gamekeepers.  But  witholit  at  all  entering  into  the 
detail  of  the  intended  operations,  if  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
is  really  in  pofteirion  of  grounds  of  fcrious  alarm,  and  if  the  pre- 
fent  force  of  the  country  is  infuflicient  to  avert,  or  to  repel  the  dan- 
ger, in  the  choice  of  difiiculcies,  I  fnall  give  my  alTent  to  the 
refolutions. 

Mr.  Secretary  DUNDAS.  I  (hould  have  confidered  it  unne- 
ceifary  for  me  to  fay  any  thing  upon  the  prefent  occafion,  had  it 
pot  been  for  the  explanation  which  the  honourable  gentleman  has 
thought  proper  to  demand  from  Minifters.  The  honourable  gen- 
tleman wifties  fome  explanation  from  Minifters,  the  eiFcdl  of  which 
demand,  however,  another  part  of  his  fpeech  wholly  fupcrfedcs.    He 
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calls  for  fome  infennation  upon  the  (vbjtA  of  tfie  invafion  which  han 
been  announced  by  the  enemy  in  addition  to  what  His  Majefty's 
ipeech  contains^  while  at  the  fame  time  be  profeiTes  that  he  can 
place  no  confidence  in  their  afTtarances.  The  honourable  gentle- 
man hopes  too  that  the  prefent  Parliament  will  not  imitate  tht 
condu6^  puffued  by  that  by  which  it  was  preened.  With  regard 
to  the  prefent  Parliament,  it  mud  fpeak  for  itfelf.  Thofe,  how- 
ever, who  witneiTed  the  public-fpirited  afls  of  the  laft  Parliament  ; 
its  glorious'  exertions,  by  which  this  country  and  Europe  had  beeh 
itfcucd^froiti  deftrudion,  muft  entertain  the  higheft  fentlments  of 
refpedl  for  that  Parliament,  and  rank  it  with  the  mod  venerated 
Parliaments  this  country  had  ever  known.  Thofe  who,  with  me, 
cherifh  thefe  fentiments,  I  hope  will  one  day  endeavour  to  raife  a 
fubftantial  Ynonument  of  the  refpcd  In  which  we  hold  that  Parlia- 
ment. I  hope,  however,  that  this  Parliament  will  not  take  upon 
credit  the  account  which  the  honourable  gentleman  is  pleafed  to 
give.  He  imputed  to  me  expreflions  which  I  do  not  recollcdl  ever 
to  have  uttered.  Though  there  is  no  perfon  ^ho  is  lefs  qualified 
to  repeat  particular  expreffions  than  I  am,  or  whofe*  words  merit 
lefs  to  be  recorded^  I  am  fure  the  honourable  gentleman  never 
heard  me  exprefs  with  r^rd  to  the  internal  ftate  of  the  country,  any 
other  fentiment  than  that  meafures  {hould  go  hand  in  hand  with 
the  emeigencies  which  called  for  them.  Minifters  have  already 
ftated,  with  all  the  refponiibility  which  can  attach  to  them,  that  a 
defign  had  manifefted  itfelf  in  the  enemy  to  invade  this  country, 
and  I  conceive  tliat  they  would  have  bedn  wanting  in  their  duty  to 
the  public  had  they  failed  to  call  upon  the  force  of  the  State  to  avert 
the  danger  or  to  difappoint  the  attempt.  Whether  the  preparatipns 
that  have  been  made  will  end  in  a  defcent  upon  this  country  it  is 
impoffible  to  decide.  There  are  appearances  of  a  difpoiition  to 
itake  the  attempt,  which  is  fufficient  to  juftify  Minifters  for  wl(h* 
ing  to  put  the  State  in  a  pofture  of  defence,  I  will  not  take  upon 
me  to  determine  whether  the  refolutipn  of  the  enemy  will  be  changed 
by  the  events  which  have  lately  taken  place  upon  the  continent, 
hfH^  I  fliall  only  (ay,  that  feeing  what  the  enemy  have  already 
done,  and  the  preparations  they  have'  made,  it  is  prudent  to 
adopt  precautions,  nor  would  Minifters  perform  their  duty  if  thc^ 
nie^ledted  them.  For  my  own  part  I  have  no  helitation  in  giving 
it  as  my  private  opinion,  that  upon  thefe  means  depends  whcthet 
the  projected  invafion  will  be  carried  into  execution*  By  (hewing 
that  every  thing  has  been  done  to  fecure  our  internal  fafety,  we  de- 
itionftrate  to  the  enemy  the  ruin  with  which  their  entcrprife  muft  be 
attended,  and  induce  them  to  abandon  a  defign  which  pvefents  nd 
Vol..  I.  O 
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hope  of  fuccefs.  Farther  than  this  I  cannot  hy,  nor  can  I  give 
any  other  information  than  that  which  has  been  communicated^ 
The  honourable  gentleman  feems  to  imagine  that  the  number  of 
cavalry  fhould  be  determined  by  placing  horfe  to  horfe,  and  man 
to  man,  with  the  enemy  ;  but  (hould  the  dcfign  of  tnvaiion  be  car* 
Tied  into  execution,  the  cavalry,  whether  regular  or  irr^ular, 
would  furaifh  the  beft  means  of  harafling  their  march  and  imped* 
ding  their  progrefs  ;  nor  would  it  make  the  fmalleft  difference, 
though  the  enemy  were  provided  with  no  cavalry  at  all,  for  in  cafe 
of  fuch  an  event,  our  great  fafety  would  confift  in  being  able  to 
oppofe  them  in  this  manner.  The  honourable  gentleman  fays^ 
that  military  operations  may  be  undertaken  with  the  troops  to  be 
laifed  of  a  nature  entirely  different  from  the  avowed  purpofe.  If 
Minifters  wifhed  to  undertake  any  military  operations  that  were  in* 
confident  wich.tlie  intereft  of  the  nation.  Parliament  had  the  pc.ver 
to  check  their  defigns,  and  the  honourable  gentleman  himfelf,  if 
he  could  convince  Parliament  of  the  impropriety  of  the  conduS 
of  Adminiftration,  might  oppofe  a  barrier  to  the  undertaking. 
It  cannot  be  expetftcd,  however,  that  I  fhould  fay  any  thing  upon 
this  point. '  If  the  prefent  negociation  fhould  be  unfuccefsful,  gen- 
tlemen carmot  mean  to  fay  that  this  country  fhould  be  tied  up  from 
offenfivQ  operation,  and  in  the  event  of  the  profecution  of  the  war, 
our  defence  at  home  may  depend  upon  the  ability  we  pofTefs  to  at- 
tack the  enemy  abroad.  I  think  it  therefore  of  effential  importance 
to  augment  our  rcj!;ular  force  for  the  defence  of  thefe  kingdoms, 
an^,  if  nccelfary,  to  carry  on  the  military  operations,  that  circum- 
fiances  may  dictate  againll  an  enemy  that  has  evinced  the  difpofition 
to  deflroy  our  commerce  and  to  diilurb  our  internal  tranquillity. 

Mr.  FOX  then  fpoke  to  the  following  cfFed :  In  this  ffcigc  of 
this  bufmefs  it  does  not  appear  to  me  to  be  the  duty  of  any  man  to 
make  an  oppofltion  to  the  ijieafure  now  propofed.  But  even  in  this 
flage  of  it  I  have  no  difficulty  in  faying,  that  from  the  fenfe  I  have 
of  the  general  plan,  there  arc  many  parts  of  it  whicKno  eloquence 
IS  likely  to  reconcile  me  at  leaft  to  adopt.  The  right  honourable 
gentleman  who  fpoke  lafl  has  been  plcafed  to  fay  in  anfwet  to  the 
obfervations  of  my  honourable  friend,  that  although  the  French  \% 
cafe  of  an  invafion  may  land  no  cavalry,  yet  it  is  proper  that  we 
fliould  be  provided  with  cavalry  to  oppofe  them.  My  honourable 
friend's  ofafervation  did  not  call  for  this  fort  of  anfwer.  The  right 
honourable  gentleman  obfcrves^  that  at  all  events  this  country 
ought  to  make  great  preparations  at  home,  and  that  he  is  fatisfied, 
that  if  we  fhould  be  under  the  necefTity  of  going  on  with  the  war« 
Ihefe  preparations  may  be  very  beneficial  to  us  in  many  refpeds.     I 
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objedl  to  the  gencraGty  of  this  mode  of  fpeaking,  becaufe  it  conveys 
to  us  no  fpcciBc  information^  and  is  likely,  from  being  juft  in  the 
abilradV,  toentrap.fome  into  an  approbation  of  meafures  which  may 
lead  to  eonfequences  of  which  perfons  fo  approving  are  not  aware. 
That  if  we  are  compelled  to  go  on  with  war,  great  preparations 
will  be  ncceffary,  is  a  truth  which  nobody  difputes ;  but  it  is  a 
ttuth  which  Conveys  to  us  no  information.  It  is  applicable  to 
this  war,  was  applicable  to  the  laft,  and  will  be  applicable  to  every 
war.  The  right  honourable  gentleman  (hould  have  applied  his  rea- 
foninga  little  more  clofely  ;  he  (hould  have  come  to  the  propofitioo 
which  is  now  before  the  Houfc.  The  qucftion  is  this:— is  th« 
proportion  before  us  (it  to  be  adopted  under  our  prefent  circum: 
ftances  ?— If  it  be,  then  I  fay,  that,  for  any  evidence  that  appears 
before  us,  it  was  fit  in  1756,  was  fit  in  1778,  fit  in  1794,  and 
has  always  been  fit  in  ever)r  period  in  which  this  country  has  been 
engaged  in  war.  But,  for  the  whole  neccflity  of  the  meafure,  wc 
have  only  the  authority  of  the  King's  Minifters,  on  which  I  dd  not 
choofc  to  rely.  I  (hould  have  been  unwilling  to  rely,  in  the  laft 
war,  on  the  authority  of  much  better  Minifters  than  the  prefent, 
and  to  make  that  authority  a  foundation  for  fuch  propofitions  as  the 
prefent.  It  is  not  by  the  authority  of  Minifters,  but  by  the  .ftriking 
exigency  of  a  particular  moment,  that  Parliament  are  juftified  in 
adopting  particular  and  Extraordinary  meafures.  I  beg  the  Com- 
mittee will  attend  to  this,  and  refled  on  all  that  has  been  faid  upon 
it  by  the  right  honourable  gentleman ;  they  will  then  fee  that  he 
has  dealt  in  nothing  but  generality  ;  which,  if  confidercd  as  proof, 
proves  a  great  deal  too  much  for  the  purpofe  of  the  right  honourable 
gentleman,  for  it  proves  that  this  fpecies  of  defence  is  applicable  to 
this  country  in  every  war,  fince  he  has  not  diftinguifhed  the  exi- 
gency of  tlie  prefent  moment,  from  that  of  any  other  in  which  this 
country  has  had  the  misfortune  to  be  engaged  iti  war.  This  is  one 
in  addition  to  the  very  many  inftances  which  His  Majefty's  Mini- 
fters have  given  of  their  great  eloquence  in  urging  general  argu- 
ments without  any  fpecific  applicability,  in  which  they  are  emi- 
nently flcilful,  when  it  is  their  object  to  take  money  from  the  people, 
and  to  ihcreafe  the  power  of  the  Crown.  The  right  honourable 
gentleman  has  thought  fit  to  pronounce  a  panegyric  on  the  laft  Par- 
liament, and  to  recommend  its  conUufl  for  the  imitation  of  this. 
My  opinion  of  the  laft  Parliament  i$,  that  it  has  done  more  mif- 
chicf  to  the  real  welfare  of  this  country  than  any  other  that  ever  fat 
in  it  fince  a  Parliament  was  ever  known  or  rea)gni2ed  in  England ; 
at  Icaft  fince  Parliament  had  any  credit  for  attending  to  the  interefts 
of  the  people^     To  hdd  it  up,  therefore,  as  an  object  of  imitsitiont 
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is  enough  to  confound  any  man  who  feels  for  the  principles  of  free- 
dom ;  a  Parliament  which  has  done  more  to  defiroy  every  diing 
that  is  dear  to  us,  than  in  better  days  would  have  entered  into  the 
mind  of  any  Englifhman  to  attempt,  or  ever  to  conceive.  Shew 
me  a  Parliament,  in  confequence  of  whofe  proceedings  the  peofrfe 
have  been  drained  fo  much,  and  fi»m  which  they  have  had  fo  little 
benefit !  Shew  me  a  Parliament  iincc  the  year  1688,  the  asra  of 
our  revolution^  that  has  diminiihed  the  rights,  the  bed,  thedearefi 
rights  of  the  people,  fo  (hamclefsly,  fo  wickedly,  as  the  laft  Par* 
liament  have  done !— Shew  me  a  Parliament  lince  that  period  that 
has  fo  uniformly,  fo  (ludioufly  facrificed  the  liberty  of  the  fubjcA 
to  increafe  the  influence  of  Government,  as  the  laft  Parliament  has 
done !  To  make  it  the  fubjcd  of  panegyric— to  ftate  its  proceedings 
to  be  fuch  as  to  be  worthy  of  imitation,  is  beyond  endurance  !  Sir, 
I  coniider  the  laft  Parliament  as  a  curfe  to  this  country : — the  lead- 
ing principle  on  which  they  a<Sed  was  that  which  leads  dlrcdUy  to 
complete  defpotifm"*— unlimited  confidence  in  the  Minifters  of  the 
Crown— -Shew  me  a  Parliament  lince  the  revolution,  that  has 
given  fuch  a  confidence,  and  look  at  the  effcA  of  fuch  paadice. 
This  is  the  only  war  that  has  ever  been  condu£(ed  on  the  part  of 
this  country,  in  which  there  never  has  been  one  inquiry  on  the  part 
of  Parliament — You  fee  to  what  flate  that  has  led  you  already-— 
Should  this  Parliament  be  like  the  laft  (God  in  his  mercy  avert  it), 
this  countiy  will  foon  be  in  a  condition,  in  which  it  will  be  of  little 
importance,  whether  they  have  a  Parliament  or  not.  But  for  the 
condud  of  the  laft  Parliament  we  ihouid  not  have  heard  of  the 
meafure  which  is  now  propofed  to  us.  I  know  I  may  be  told  that 
I  often  f^»jak  in  temperately,  and  that  I  do  fo  now,  but  I  fpeak  as 
I  feel,  and  I  think  it  is  impoflible  for  any  man  to  feel  more  (hongly 
than  I  do  at  the  prefent  (ituation  of  this  country.  Minifters  teU 
us  that  the  meafure  which  they  now  propofe  is  necefTary  to  our 
fafety.  If  it  be  fo,  it  is  their  own  conduft  and  the  condudl  of  a 
coniiding  Parliament,  which  has  brought  us  into  diat  (ituation. 
And  M'hat  is  the  meafure  which  they  now  propofe  ?  Why  it  is, 
in  its  nature,  a  requliition :  an  imitation  of  the  fyftem  of  the 
French,  againft  which  fo  many  vehement  declamatidns  were  pro- 
nounced :  againft  the  principle,  applying  it  to  a  fetded  flate,  juftly  ; 
but  as  againft  the  French,  in  their  condition,  in  my  opinion,  im«» 
properly,  or  at>  leaft  in  too  unqualified  a  manner.  Minifters  now 
tell  us,  however,  that  our  lituation  is  fuch  as  to  call  for  this  mea- 
fure. Granting  it  to  be  fo  for  the  (ake  of  the  aigument  only«  1 
would  then  aik — ^What  has  brought  us  into  that  lituation  t  To 
this  I  anfwer»  without  the  leaft  (fifficql^i  Ac  amfideapey  the  cri* 
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minal  oonfidence^  of  die  laft  Parliament.  One  inevitable  efie^ 
of  that  confidence  of  Parliament  iif  the  Minifler  has  been  the  want 
of  the  confidence  of  the  people  in  the  integrity  of  Parliament.  The 
right  honourable  gentleman  fays,  *^  it  is  good  to  be  prepared." 
Certainly  it  is  ib— but  when  he  cotties  to  us,  and  makes  this  re- 
quifition,  it  is  incumbent  on  him  to  ibew  us  the  reafon  why  we 
fliould  be  thus  prepared.  He  (hould  lay  before  us  the  ground  on 
which  he  calls  for  that  requiiition.  How  ftood  the  cafe*  in  former 
periods  of  this  war  ?  In  1 7  94  there  was  as  much  reafon  for  fuch 
a  meafure  a»  there  is  now  ;  there  was  then  as  much  of  a  rumour  of 
an  invafion  as  tlugre  is  now  ;  and  fo  die  Minifters  told  lis  at  that 
time.  The  Houfe,  upon  the  faith  of  the  MiniAers'  aiTertions, 
agreed  to  meaiures  of  the  moft  unconltitutional  nature,  to  avert,  as 
it  was  fuppofed,  the  impending  danger.  Such  meaCureSy  although 
uoconditutional,  were  (hen  thought  to  beneceflary  ;  and  they  were 
thou^t  ^iSo  to  be  fufEcient  to  keep  the  French  from  attempting^ 
the  defpcrate  meafare  of  anf  invafion.  Arc  the  French  now  move 
likely  to  make  that  defperate  attempt  than  tfaey  were  then  ?  Or  are 
we  not  now  in  a  better  (ituation  than  we  were  then  i  I  conceive 
that  MiniAcrs  themfelves  would  snifwef  tfaefe  queAions  in  ar  manner 
very  Gonfolatory  to  the  peopfe  of  thfe  country.  Such  was  our  flate 
in  1794-  What  is  it  now,  and  what  the  difference  between*  the 
two  fituationa  ?  Minifters  novr  tell  us  that  an  intention  has  been 
manifeftcd  on  the  part  of  the  enemy  to  invade  thefe  kingdoms.  I 
«m  too  much  accuftomed  to  the  artifice  of  Miniftcrs  to  receive  any 
very  deep  impreflion  from  what  they  fay.  Did  they  not  fay  for- 
merly what  they  fay  now,  that  the  enemy  had  fome  intention  of  im* 
vading  this  country  ?  Certainly  they  did>  and  they  werq  entrufted 
witk  foKe  fuificient  to  prevent  that  calamity. 

3uty  fays  the  ri^t  honouxnble  gentleman  who  fpoke  laft,  '<  I 
am  of  opinion  that>  as  it  may  be  neceffary  for  this  country  to  carry 
on  an  o&n(ive  war,  thi»  meafure  may  be  of  great  advantage,  in- 
afmueh  a^  We  may  thereby  be  the  better  able  to  avail  ourfelves-  of 
our  forcesk"  To-  this>  as  a  general  prope(itlon>  I-  do  not  objed> 
It  is  true.  But  then  I  fay  to  Minifters,  **  Bring  before  u»  the 
fadls  on  which  you  fay  this-  meafure  is  neceflkry.  What  I  objeft 
to  is  your  du{^cityw  If  you  really  want  this  forcer  and  to  the  ex- 
tent you  fay  youdo^  (hew  me  the  reafon  for  it>  and  I  will  grant  it 
cheerAiUy.  AU  I  want  i^  that  you  date  to  me  the  reafons» 
You-  did  fo'  w|iea  you*  called-for  the  alimentation  of  the  navy,-  and 
you  had-  it ;  but  do  not  a(k  any  thing  to  carry  on- the  war  abroad 
under  the  niaflc  of  defending  u»  at  home  ;  for  in  diat  cafe  you  are 
aOiiing^uidin'atftUb  tide  wiiat' under  a^  real  ono  the  people  of  thie 
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country  would  not  grant  to  you  ;  fer  I  know  diey  wiU  grant  to 
yoU|  to  prevent  an  invafion  at  home,  what  they  would  refttfc  widi 
indignation,  if  aikcd  to  carry  on  tfie  war  abroad."  But,  Sir,  it 
feems  we  are  to  have  the  refponfibility  of  Minifters  for  the  due 
application  of  the  grant  which  they  now  call  for.  Look  at  the 
extent  to  which  the  principle  of  voting  fuch  extraordinary  mea- 
fures  as  this,  upon  the  idea  of  refponfibility,  may  lead  you*  By 
it  you  will  introduce  a  pradice  that  mud  deprive  the  people  of 
all  thck  rights  and  all  thtir  property.  If  it  fliould  turn  out  (not 
an  extravagant  hypothefis)  that  sdl  diis  fiory  about  an  invaikxi  is 
a  mere  pretence  to  gain  the  confent  of  the  people  to  the  mea- 
fure  now  propofed,  and  that  the  real  obje£t  is  extremely  diflerent, 
what  then  will  become  of  the  boafied  refponfibility  of  MiniAers  1 
How  are  we  to  make  them  refponfible  ?  We  may  fay,  and  fay 
truly,  that  ''  the  event  has  proved  there  was  no  danger  of  an  in* 
vafion  when  this  meafure  was  adopted.'*  To  which  the  Minif- 
ters may  anfwer,  and  be  afifured  they  will,  <'  True,  there  was  no 
invafion,  but  then  it  was  owing  to  the  very  meafures  which  we 
propofed,  and  you  adopted,  that  the  invaficm  was  prevented.*' 
How,  then,  are  we  to  make  Minifters  refponfible  for  what  they 
do.  under  fuch  a  meafure  as  this  i  The  idea  of  refponfibility  in 
fji^ch  a  cafe  is  pcrfcdlly  ridiculous.  Why,  Sir,  at  this  rate  you  may 
goon  and  do  every  thing  that  the  Minifter  may  aflc  you,  until  you 
have  totally  defiroyed  the  Confiitution  ;  the  principles  have  already 
been  too  much  invaded  by  the  meafures  of  the  prcfent  Minifters. 
There  are  (bme  inconveniences  that  neceflfarily  arife  out  of  a  free 
Conftitution.  I  know  that  many  authors  of  great  eminence  have 
pointed  out  thofe  inconveniences.  I  do  not  deny  jt,  although  I 
have  never  feen  them  in  fo  ftrong  a  light  as  the  authors  I  allude  to 
lay  they  did  ;  but  the  advantages  refulting  from  a  free  Conftitution 
are  fo  great,  fo  numerous,  and  to  me  fo  dear,  that  I  cannot  pa- 
tiently aigue  upon  them,  when  they  are  put  in  a  fcale  againft  the 
fuppoied  ad>^ntages  of  a  contrary  form.  Be  that  as  it  may  in  the 
opimon  of  others,  I  fay,  you  cannot  ai]gue  tfiat  fubjedl  in  this 
Houfe ;  for  the  people  of  this  country  have  made  their  eledilion : 
they  have  chofen  a  free  government,  and  it  is  your  duty  to  prefenre 
it  with  all  its  inconveniences,  if  there  be  any  that  are  worUi  men- 
tioning. If,  therefore,  when  Minifters  pretend  an  alarm,  you  are 
to  give  them  whatever  power  they  may  s^  for,  when  it  is  impof- 
fible  you  can  attach  any  refponfibility  to  them,  as  I  have  proved 
already  in  this  cafe  you  cannot,  why  then'you  defert  the  point  on 
which  the  people  of  the  country  have  already  made  their  elefiioo  ; 
and,  inftcad  of  the  blefldngs  wUch  your  anoeflbrs  intended  fox  yau, 
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you  take  in^hat  may  appear  to  you,  but  what  never  appelutd  to  me^ 
the  advantages  of  defpotifm.  This  would  be  a  fraud  upon  the 
people  of  this  country.  I  know  the  eloquence,  that  has  often  been 
employed  to  (hew,  or  attempting  to  fliew,  by  a  flourifhing  antitbefis 
that  we  poiTefs  all  the  advantages  of  ai  free  government  and  thofe 
of  a  depotic  monarchy,  by  poilefTing  the  wifdom  which  arifes  from 
a  free  difcuflion  of  the  reprefen^tives  of  the  people  and  the  prompt 
titude  and  difpatch  of  an  unlimited  monarchy.  Such  an  antithefis 
may  anfwer  the  purpofe  of  an  ingenious  orat^  and  aid  hUP  in  the. 
courfe  of  a  florid  declamation  ;  but  it  can  avail  but  little  to  any 
man  who  wiihes  for  the  fafety  of  our  Conftitution.  I  am  of 
opinion,  that  our  Conftitution,  in  its  true  fpirit,  cannot  mix  with 
any  thing  defpotic.  Have  leoourfe  to  experience,  the  only  uner- 
ring guide  ;  read  the  hiftory  of  this  country,  and  then  (hew  me 
out  of  what  page  it  is  that  you  have  difcovered  how  and  when  it 
was  that  the  maxims  of  a  free  government  have  been  united  widi 
the  principles  of  defpotifm.  I  know  it  cannot  be  dpne.  I  know 
alfo,  that  if  you  attend  to  hiftory,  and  take  it  as  a  leiTon,  you  will 
return  to  your  ancient  diftruft  and  jealoufy  of  MiniAers  whoever 
they  may  be,  and  that  you  will  examine  minutely  into  their  condud. 
Refled  on  the  confequences  of  the  contrary  pradlice.  You  fee 
now  before  you  the  effed  of  it.  Confidence,  in  the  iirft  inftance^ 
renders  confidence  neceiTafy  in  the  fecond.  Confidence  in  Minif- 
ters  induces  them  to  take  meafures  which  they  cannot  continue 
without  farther  confideqpe;  they  are  obliged  to  call  for  it  in  their 
own  de&nce  ;  in  that  career  you  may  proceed  until  you  have  con- 
fided away  the  whole  fpirit  of  our  Conftitution.  I  am  afraid  you 
have  advanced  in  that  career  much  too  far  already.  In  my  opinion 
the  fpirit  of  the  Copilitution  has  been  almoft  entirely  fet  at  reft 
for  a  time,  by  the  meafures  of  the  laft  Parliament.  Let  it  be  the 
practice,  for  it  is  the  duty,  of  the  prefent  to  revive  it.  There  waa 
an  exprefiion  in  the  fpeech  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman  to 
which  I  cannot  help  alluding.  He  faid,  **  if  the  prefent  negoci- 
ation  (hould  be  unfucccfsful,  then  the  prefent  meafure  will  be  adn 
vantageous  to  this  country.''  No  man  wifhes  more  heartily  than 
I  do  it  may  be  fuccefsful.  I  wi(h  it  from  every  motive  that  can 
a£luate  a  man;  but  I  am  not  fure  that  the  fame  feelii^s  are  en-* 
tertained  by  his  Majefty'sMinifters.  I  hope  they  are.  I  fay  this 
by  way  of  caution,  left  the  world  (hould  fuppofe  I  am  iuch  a  de- 
votee to  the  prefent  Adminiftration  as  to  fuppofe  that  any  nego- 
ciation  in  which  they  may  foil  may  render  peace  to  this  country 
totally  -unattainable.  Notwithftanding  there  are  many  new  Mem- 
bers in  this.Houfe,  they  know,  I  beliere,  enough  of  me  and  of 
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9ff  opfnioA  of  dits  vnx  to  be  well  fatisfied  dnt  I  ahboned  to  com* 
mcnotfotnt*  That  opinion  remains  completely  unchained  ;  and 
whatever  opinion  the  peepk  may  have  upon  the  propriety  of  the 
meafure  ^ich  is  now  pfopofcd  for  the  defence  of  diis  ifland  from 
an  invafion  ;  I  tviift  this  country  will  never  rdtnqui^fh  the  opinion 
that  the  war  was  in  iis  principle  and  commencement  unjuft,  urnie- 
c^^  and  diabolical.  If  it  (halt  unhappily  become  our  lot  te 
defend  ouvfelves  agaii^  an  invalion ;  ourfelves  we  mud  defend  ; 
hut  whether  the  propofed  mea&ire  is  more  or  lefs  than  we  ought  to 
ag^e  to,  or  one  that  wc  ought  to  try,  are  cpieftions  of  detail,  and 
tfiereforo  to  that  detail  (hall  I  defer  them.  I  cannot,  however, 
permit  the  particular  parts  of  the  meafures  to  pafs  without  takh^ 
notice  of  fome  of  them.  That  part  of  the  plan  which  refers  to 
the  gamekeepers  appears  to  me  to  be  a  meafure  of  violent  injoftice 
to  a  clafs  of  perfons  who,  as  hx  as  the  tax  which  they  bear  goes, 
already  contribute  pretty  handfooiefy  to  the  fupport  of  the  State* 

There  is  another  part  of  the  plan  which  I  cannot  pafs  by  in 
filence:  The  nivy  of  this  country  is  fo  much,  and  juftly,  the 
favoufibe  fervicc  of  it,  that  no  man  is  willing  to  find  fault  with 
it.  i  am  the  laft  man  in  this  kingdom  who  would  wi(h  to  do  (b, 
or  to  fay  any  thing  again(V  any  fervice  that  contributes  to  the  great- 
neft  of  this  nation —fuch  as  I  know  the  navy  does.  I  feel»  and.  I 
know  I  only  feel  in  common  with  all  my  countrymen,  gratitude  fo 
ik»  navy  ;  but  the  circumftance  of  impreiling  men,  even  into  that 
fervice,  great  and  valuable  at  it  is,  would  not  be  a  part  whidi  a 

'  judicious  friend  to  it  would  feleft  for  the  fubjeS  of  his  pam^gyric. 
I  am  not  now  arguing  the  policy  of  the  pradice,  for  great  as  the 
grievance  may  be  to  the  individuals  who  are  the  objeAs  of  if> 
the  dlfcuflion  wilt  be  unfeafonable  until  we  (hall  find  a  better  mode 
4lt)r  providing  for  that  fervice,  and  therefore  upon  that  fubje£t  I 
ftall  fay  nothing.  But  upon  due  fubjedl  of  forcing  men  into  the 
bn^  fervice  the  cafe  is  widely  different ;  fb  much  fo,  that  I  have 
never,  yet  heard  it  defended  in  this  country  \  and  yet  tfiis 
meafttre  feems  to  me  to  have  that  tendency,  for  out  of  the 
frfce  which  is  propofed  to  be  raifed,  there  is  to  be  a  certain 
INfopoftion  for  the  navy  and  a  certain  porportlon  for  the  land 
finrviee.  I  cannot,  for  one,  conceive  any  dianger  to  which  this 
aooncry,  under  all  ks  circnmftances,  can  be  expofed,  that  woidd 
make  me  read}'  to  afTent  to  a  meafure  that  had  for  its,  objedt  the 
tfttprefllng  the  fubjefls  of  this  country  into  the*  land  fervice.  I 
esHWiot  aflPent  to  any  meafure.  that  has  for  its  objed  the  increafe  of 
Ae  military  force  of  the  kingdom  in  that  manner.     This  is  cnter-> 

_i«c  into  the  very  fpirit  of  the  French  requifitions,  which  we  decry  lb 
'.  The  Chancellor  of  the  Excheqtir  fays,  that  only  i  -6  th  part  of 
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them  (hall  be  exercifed  at  a  time,  that  is,  onlf  1 0|00o,  and  that 
they  will  not  be  called  to  the  fervice  but  in  cafe  of  adiual  exigency. 
Now  are  not  theie  words  (abating  the  difference  between  a  fpeech 
and  the  authority  of  the  Legiflature)  the  veiy  words  of  the  aft  of 
Parliament  with  regard  to  the  militia,  which  fays,  "  unlefs  in  cafe 
•'  of  invafion  or  imminent  danger  thereof."  The  confequence 
will  be  that  the  military  force  thus  ralfed  will  be  fubjeft  to  military 
law.  I  wifli  to  know  whether  it  was  the  opinion  of  thofe  who 
paffcd  the  ad  refpefting  the  militia,  that  they  (hould  be  fubjedl  to 
regulations,  to  which  they  now  fubmit  ?  Certainly  it  was  not ;  and 
as  it  has  been  found  expedient  to  call  upon  them  to  conform  to  the 
rules  now  adopted  ki  that  fervice,  it  would  have  been  more 
manly  in  Parliament  to  alter  the  law  in  that  particular.  We  are 
here  told  that  the  military  force  which  is  now  propofed  to  be  raifed, 
is  only  to  aft  in  cafe  of  emeigency.  What  is  that  to  be  ?  Until 
the  French  (hall  land  upon  our  coft  ?  No  fuch  thing  ;  I  know 
that  fuch  a  redriftion  cannot,  and  ought  not  to  be  im'pofed  upon 
Executive  Government ;  becaufe  you  Ihould  repel  the  danger  when 
you  are  threatened  by  it.  Why  then  it  will  amount;  to  this,  that 
whenever. MiniAers  (hall  think  fit  to  alledge  there  is  danger,  the 
whole  of  this  military  power  to  be  entrufted  to  them  for  the  inter* 
sal  defence  of  this  country  in  eafe  of  invafion,  will  be  entirely  at 
their  difpofaL  What  fecurity  have  we  that  no  abufe  will  take 
place,  refpefting  the  application  of  this  enormous  force  i  What  fe- 
curity have  we  that  we  are  not  now  voting  for  a  force,  faid  to  be 
intended  for  one  purpofe,  and  which  are  really  to  be  applied  for  a 
different  objeft  ?  What  fecurity  have  we  for  trufting  that  this 
great  military  is  not  intended  to  fupply  the  place  of  other  troops, 
who  are  intended  to  be  fent  abroad  ?  The  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman alluded  to  the  fafety  of  thefe  kingdoms  ;  I  do  not  chufe  to 
follow  him  in  that  courfe,  for  I  only  fpeak  of  the  fafety  of  Great 
Britain,  when  I  canvafs  the  meafure  which  is  now  before  us.  It 
is  to  that  objeft,  and  to  that  only,  that  I  intend  it  to  be  applied. 

I  do  not  know  what  information  Minifters  nuy  have  refpefting 
the  intention  of  the  French  to  attempt  an  invafion  of  this  country. 
I  have  none,  except  what  I  derive  from  newfpapers.  I  believe 
that  the  Idea  of  an  invafion  is  as  vifionary  as  that  of  fucceeding 
in  it.  I  believe  the  French  have  no  fuch  intention,  for  they  have 
a  government  which  is  likely  to  be  much  better  informed  of  the 
difpofitbn  of  the  people  and  the  fituation  of  the  country,  than  to  be 
led  to  any  hopes  of  fuccefs  in  fuch  an  attempt,  thereforq  do  I  be- 
lieve they  will  not  be  guilty  of  the  rafhnefs  to  attempt  it.  But 
fuppofing  they  had  fuch  defperate  intentions  ^  fuppofing  they  (bo'uld 
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attempt  to  carry  them  into  execution,  I  have  no  doubr  of  the  iffuc- 
jMy  hopes  upon  that  fubjeft  are  ?is  fanguinc  as  thofe  of  any  other 
man  in  this  country.  But  what  'Hiould  we  do  in  the  n»ean  .ti^c  ? 
What  \s  tjie  duty  of  this  Houfe  at  this  moment  ? '  To  cherii^  the 
fpirit  of  freedom  in  the  people  of  this  country  ;  reftore  to  them 
that  for  which  .their  anceftors  have  bled.  Make  the  Minifters 
really  refponfible.  Let  their  ParliamcnC  not  be  confidtog  in  the 
fervants  of  the  Crown,  but  watchful  and  jealous  of  thp  cxercife  of 
tlieir  power.  Reftore  to  them  the  right  of  popular  difcuSkyn. 
Allow, them  to  ftate  freely  the  grievances  they  feci  ;  repeal  thofe 
laws  which  have  forbidden  the  cxercife  of  their  mod  invalid 
able  rights.  In  one  word,  inftead  of  amufing  them  with  p^ncgr- 
ricks  upon  the  form,  allow  them  to  polfefs  the  fpirit  of  the  old 
Conftitution  of  England  :  tlicn  will  you  indeed  fee  die  energy  of 
the  people  of  England,  and  tlicn  you  will  have  no  occat^on  {qt  add- 
ing to  yoqr  internal  military  force,  for  then  even  an  invafipn  would 
nqver  be  formidnblc.  Thefc  are  your  real  refources  ;  the  rcf^  arc 
ali  imaginary.  I  iliall  give  no  oppoCtion  to  the  plan  that  is  now 
before  you  in  its  prefent  ftage.  But  I  tliink  it  fair  to  iay,-fomc  of 
jthe  parts  of  It  arc  f^ich  as,  in  the  detail,  I  (hall  think  it  my  dyty  to- 
pppofe. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT.      After  what  has  already  been  faid  by 
my  riglit  honourable  friend,   I  entertain  fome  doubts  whether  I 
ought  to  detain  the  Committee  one  moment  from  the  un^ninriL>u& 
vote  which  I  believe  will  be  given  upon  the  prefent  occafion.    I  am 
furc,  at  leaft,  tliat  ic  will  not  be  neccflary  to  confumc-much  of  y(.>ur 
time  by.rq)lyinj2;  at  length  to  the  fhort  obfcrvations  of  the  honoura- 
ble gptlcman  (Mr.  Sheridan),  or  to  the  more  detailed  remarks  in 
■which  be  has  been  followed  by  the  right  honourable  gcntlemaa 
(Mr.  Fox)  upon  the  fame  fide,  as  I  cannot  but  regard  the  declara- 
tion with  wluch  they  prefaced  and  concluded  their  animadverfioii>,. 
that  they  did  not  mean  to  oppofe  the  refolutions  which  I  had  tlic 
honour  to  propofc,  as  a  fufficicnt  anfwcr  to  the  arguments  by  which 
it  \v^s  accompanied.      If  the  right  honourable  gentleman  feels  that 
the  declarations  of  Miniilcrs  upon  the  fubjecl  which  conftitute  tl^.e 
foundation  of  the  prefent  deliberations,  are  not  fufficicnt  to  juftitV 
the  mcafures  which  arc  to  be  grounded  upon  it  i  if  he  confiders  their 
alfurances  or  their  reprefcntations  entitled  to  no  confidence ;  if  he  is 
perfuaded  that  there  exifts  no  danger  of  invafion,,againft  which  iti> 
intended  to  provide  ;  if  he  is  convince^  that  the  objeQ  of  the'pre- 
parations  that  are  to  be  ma  Je,  are  deftincd  to  carry  on  other  war- 
like operations  than  the  plan  avows,  or  are  employed  as  pretexts  to 
cov^r  dcligns  of  ambition  or  of  encroachment  at  home,  if  he  be- 
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lieves  that  they  arc  intended  to  profccute  that  objcft  of  the  war 
which  he  thinks  proper  to  dcfcribe  as  unjuft  and' diabolical,  I  would 
a(k,  how  he  can  reconcile  thcfe  principles  with  the  condudt  he  is  to 
purfue  ;  or,  as  a  public  man,  upon  what  public  ground  he  can  refl: 
that  affent  which  he  has  beftowed  upon  the  mcafures  which  have 
been  fuggeded  ?  But  while  the  right  honourable  gentleman  in* 
dulged  in  thefe  animadverfions,  he  knew  well  thaf  the- precautions 
wete  demanded  by  the  country  as  meafurcs  of  felf- defence,  from 
which  he  could  not  withhold  his  concurrence';  he  demonftrated  by 
his  adlions,  that  he  was  in  reality  fenfible  that  the  prefent  was  not, 
like  other  wars,  undertaken  to  maintain  a  point  of  national  honour, 
6t  to  defend  a  difputcd  intereft,  to  fupport  an  ally  that  was  attacked, 
or  to  guard  remote  or  doubtful  dangers,  but  that  it  was  the  firfl  war 
in  which  a  great  and  free  people,  in  the  profecution  of  their  com- 
merce and  the  enjoyment  of  their  profperity,  were  called  upon  for  a 
time  to  defend  the  fources  from  which  they  flowed  ;  and  in  com»- 
ptiance  with  the  good  faith  which  was  due  to  their  allies,  and^ 
urged  by  a  fcnfe  of  common  danger,  found  themfelves  compelled 
to  oppofe  unprovoked  aggrefiion,   and   re(i(l  principles  hoAile  to 
every  regular  government.     Why  did  not  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  follow  up  his  principles,  by  oppofing  likewifc  the  mea- 
fures  which  were  propofed  to  meet  this  danger,  but  becaufe  he  be- 
lieved that  the  iituation  of  affairs  is  fuch  as  to  require  thefe  precau- 
tions; and  becaufe  he  mud  know  that  a  falfe  fccurity  could  alone 
prefent  the  fmalled  chance  of  fuccefs  in  the  attempt  which  has  been 
threatened;  and  becaufe  he  knew  that  fuch  was  the  chara^er  of  the 
enemy  with  whom  we  had  to  contend,  that  they  were  not  fo  liable  to 
be  deterred  by  the  defperate  nature  of  the  enterprife,  or  by  a  con- 
iideration  of  the  number  of  perfons  whom  its  ruin  might  devote  to 
defirudion  ?     Such,  I  am  convinced,  were  the  feelings  of  the  right 
honoumble  gentleman  upon  this  occafion,  and  fuch  are  the  con- 
iiderations  by  which  his  condudl  is  explained,  although,  perhaps,  he 
found  itneceflary  to  colour  his  aficnt,  and  to  difguife  his  convic- 
tion, by  the-  invediives  he  introduced   againft  the   lafl-   Parlia- 
ment, and   againd   the  condu(^  of  Adminiftration.      Thougli, 
however,  he  reprobated  the  fyftem  and  the  meafurcs  of  Adminiftr^- 
tion,' though  he  accufed  the  juftice  and  vilified  the  charadier  of  the 
former  Parliament^  he  could  not  truA  the  natural  oonciufion  of  his 
own  principles.     He  did  npl  afk  if  ^y  of  the  new  Members,  who 
had  fo  lately  come  up  impregnated  with  the  fenfe  of  their  eledors ; 
or  if  the  old  Members,  who  were  witncflcsof  the  proceedings,  and 
whofe  recolledion  of  the  lad  Parliament  was  fo  recent,  would  s^gree 
widi  him  in  the  character  whicli  be  had  afcribcd  to  it  ?  Nor  did  b» 
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venture  to  make  any  appeal  to  afcertain  who  were  thofe  who  would 
concur  with  him  In  aflerting  the  principles  he  had  profeffcd! 
While  I  refleA  upon  thefe  circumfiancesy  I  feel  confident  that  it 
will  not  be  incumbent  upon  me  to  anfwer  at  much  length  the  ar- 
guments of  the  honourable  gentlemen  upon  the  other  fide  the  Houfe, 
and  particularljr  when  the  objcflions  of  the  one  arc  anfwercd  by 
the  obfervations  adduced  by  the  other. 

While  the  right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Fox)  profeflcd  to 
agree  with  every  fentiment  of  his  honourable  friend  (Mr.  Sheridan), 
they  mJiterially  overthrew  each  other's  reafonings,  and  every  fen- 
tence  uttered  by  the  right  honourable  gentleman  was  confuted  by 
that  which  preceded  it.  The  internal  order  of  battle  fecms  to  have 
been  completely  deranged,  and  the  arguments  of  the  honourable 
gentlemen  thcmfelves  meet  in  hoftile  encounter.  The  honourable 
gentleman  (Mr.  Sheridan)  wiflied  to  impofe  upon  Miniftcrs  a  re- 
fponfibility  for  the  meafures  which  were  founded  upon  the  aflfertion 
in  His  Majefty  fpeech,  becaufe,  continued  he,  this  matter  refts  only 
upon  the  information  of  the  fpeech  from  the  Throne,  which  I  muft 
confider  as  the  fpeech  of  Minifters  ;  and  in  order  to  fupply  the  dcfefl 
of  this  refponfibility  which  attaches  to  Miniftcrs  by  the  moft  folemn 
and  formal  declaration,  the  honourable  gentleman  infifts  upon  re- 
ceiving fatisfadion,  and  impoiing  refponfibility  by  a  communica* 
tjon  lefs  formal  and  lefs  authentic !  The  right  honourable  gentle- 
man (Mr.  Fox)  however  procecued  as  if  Minifters  were  pleading  on 
their  refponfibility,  and  then  concluded  by  maintaining  that  there 
is  no  refponfibility  at  all.  The  right  honourable  gentleman  is  like- 
wife  offended  with  the  general  argument  of  the  neceffity  of  pre- 
caution, which  was  employed  by  my  right  honourable  friend  (Mr» 
Dundas) ;  but  his  honourable  friend  befide  him  (Mr.  Sheridan) 
admits,  that  only  general  information  was  to  be  expefted  ;  fo  that 
to  this  argument  the  right  honourable  gentleman  muft  lift  up  his 
hand  and  exprefs  his  difapprobation,  as  he  profeifes  that  he  cannot 
a£t  upon  general  information.  But  why,  fays  he,  did  not  the  dan- 
ger, which  you  now  apprehend,  long  before  this,  induce  you  to  de- 
mand the  adoption  of  thofe  meafures  of  precaution  which  you  now 
think  it  neceffary  to  employ  ?  No  fuch  plans,  continued  he,  were 
puriued  upon  any  former  period.  The  right  honourable  gendeman 
too  went  out  of  his  way  to  find  comparifons  to  df  preciate  the  charac- 
ters of  Minifters,  and  aftferted,  thai  to  fuch  meafures  as  the  prefent 
much  better  Minifters,  in  former  wars,  never  had  found  it  necef- 
fary to  refort.  He  docs  not,  however,  mention  who  thefe  much- 
better  Minifters  are  ;  and  if  the  right  honourable  gendeman  recol- 
leds  the  lahgqage  he  em|>loyed  during  the  feyen  laft  years  of  the 
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American  war>  there  was  a  time  when  he  beftowed  upon  the  con- 
duct of  that  Adminifhationi  epithets  as  ofFenfivey  as  unjuji  and 
dialolicaU  Why,  exclaims  the  honourable  gentleman,  did  jroa 
not  call  for  thcfe  meafures  upon  former  occafions?  Are  we  then 
gravely  deliBeraring  upon  a  great  and  important  fubjed,  and  are 
we  to  be  told  that  in  certain  given  circumftances  no  precautions  are 
to  be  taken  becaufe  at  a  former  period  fuch  meafures  were  not  re- 
quired ?  May  not  the  means  whioh  were  judged  adequate  in  a  par- 
ticular fituation,  be  found  infufiicient  when  circumftances  alter,  or 
when  danger  is  incrcafed?  The  honourable  gentlemen,  though 
in  other  points  their  arguments  were  at  variance,  go  on  together 
contending  that  my  right  honourable  friend  had  faid,  on  a  former 
occaiion,  that  the  force  which  this  country  pofleiTed,  was  fufiicient 
to  repel  the  attacks  of  all  Europe.  Certainly  I  do  not  believe  that 
my  right  honourable  friend  ever  afTerted,  that  in  any  poflible  cafe  the 
volunteer  corps  would  be  fufficient  for  the  defence  of  the  country. 
If  my  right  honourable  friend  had  affcrted  that  the  fpirit  by  which 
thefe  volunteer  aflbciatiops  were  didtated,  pu^  in  adlion  as  circum- 
Aances  required,  and  accommodated  to  the  prcffure  of  danger,  would 
be  able  to  rcfift  the  efforts  of  the  whole  Houfe  of  Bourbon,  or  of 
the  Republic  of  France,  aided  by  any  particular  branch  of  the 
Houfe  of  Bourbon,  or  of  any  other  combination  of  powers ;  fuch 
an  opinion  I  believe  to  be  juft,  and  at  Icaft  perfectly  confonant  to 
the  well-known  firmnefs  and  zeal  of  my  right  honourable  friend. 
But  may  not  the  relative  lituation  of  the  enemy  prefent  them  with 
more  fpecific  means  of  carrying  their  purpofe  into  execation,  than 
diey  poiTcfTed  at  a  former  period,  when  it  was  neceffary  to  guard 
againft  the  dangers  which  then  threatened  them  from  various  quar- 
ters ?  But  you  relied  on  the  firmnefs  and  attachment  of  the  people 
two  years  ago ;  and  is  it  lefs  now  that  you  have  recourfe  to  extraor- 
dinary precautions  ?  The  attachment  and  loyalty  of  the  people  of 
this  country,  I  truft,  has  experienced  no  diminution.  It  lives,  and 
is  cherifhed  by  that  Conftitution  which,  notwithftanding  the  affer- 
tions  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  flill  remains  entire.  Under 
the  prote6)ion  and  fupport  which  it  derives  from  the  ads  paifed  'by 
the  laft  Parliament,  the  Conftitution  infpires  the  fteady  afiedion  of 
the  people,  and  is  ftill  felt  to  be  worth  defending  with  every  drop  of 
our  blood.  The  voice  of  the  country  proclaims  that  it  continues  to 
dcfervc  and  to  receive  their  fupport.  Fortified  by  laws,  in  pcrfeft 
unifon  with  its  principles  and  with  its  pradice,  and  fitted  to  the 
emergencies  by  which  they  were  occaiioned,  it  fiill  pofTefTes  that  juft 
efteem  and  admiration  of  the  people  which  will  induce  them  faith* 
iuUy  td  j«£nid  it  againfl  the  deiigns  of  domeftic  foes,  and  the:  at- 
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tempts  of  their  foreign  allies.  The  right  honourable  gentleman 
difcovers  the  extent  of  the  adverlity  into  which  he  reprefents  the 
'country  to  be  fallen  in  fomc  of  the  meafures  now.  propofed  for  its 
defence,  and  which  he  rcprobatss  by  the  name  of  Requilitions,  a 
fpccies  of  levy,  however,  which  fo  long  as  it  was  pradlifed  in 
France,  he  did  not  confider  as  deferving  of  any  particular  difappio* 
barion.  I  will  not,  however,  a(k  whether  requiiitions  in  France 
were  a  right  and  proper  mcafure  ;  but  let  not  the  right  honourable 

^  gentleman  at  once  maintain  that  the  attachment  of  the  people  ren- 
ders thefe  meafures  of  defence  fuperfluous,  and  in  the  next  monaent 
reprefent  thefe  precautions  as  proofs  of  the  intolerable  pitch  of  ad- 
verfity  to  which  the  nation  is  reduced.  The  fituation  in  which  we 
are  placed  does  not  imply  a  fufpicion  of  our  power,  though  it  juftifies 
our  precautions.  That  profperity  is  deceitful  and  dangerous  if  it 
lead  to  a  falfe  fecurlty  ;  that  the  danger,  though  gioundlefsly 
apprehended,  or  falfdy  exaggerated,  withoat  exertion  upon  our 
part,  can  alone  be  of  doubtful  iifue  or  perilous  coniequence,  is 
the  real  opinion  which  the  contemplation  of  the  (late  of  the 
country  is  fitted  to  ifffpire.  The  right  honourable,  gentleman, 
when  he  expreflcd  his  diflike  of  the  mode  of  preflTing  men  for 
the  public  .fervice,  did  not  fpecifically  apply  his  objedion  to  the 
I^an  of  augmenting  the  militia  and  raifing  the  new  fupplies  of 
oavalry  ;  for  he  admits  that  thefe  may,  in  fome-  meafarC)  come 
under  the  defcription  of  perfonal  force.  The  mode  propofed  of 
inoreafing  the  militia  is  not  new  in  its  principle.  They  are  to 
be  balloted  in  the  fame  manner  as  the  edablifhed  militia  of  the 
country.  The  60,000  men  which  it  was  propofed  to  add  were 
to  be  formed  precifely  as  the  90,000  of  which  the  ordihary 
number  conii(ls.  The  prefent  addition  does  not  exceed  the  amount 
for  which,  on  former  occafions,  it  was  thought  neceiTary  to  provide. 
In  1756  a  bill  paflcd  for  doubling  the  number.  The  right  ho-> 
noUrable  gentleman,  however,  in  prcfTmg  his  argument,  runs  be- 
fore his  recoUedion.  The  1 5,000  men  for  the  land  and  fea  fer- 
vice are  to  be  raifed  according  to  the  proviHons  of  the  ad  pafied 
two  years  agp  upon  this  fubje(^.  Does  the  ri^t  honourable  gen- 
tleman ^cn  consider  this  preffing  ?  No :  it  is  meant  to  raife  volun- 
teers by  contribution  among  the  inhabitants  of  each  parifh,  and, 
if  they  failed  to  produce  the  number  at  which  they  were  rated, 
tliey  were  .to  pay  a  certain  fum  over  the  fum  at  which  a  perfon  to 
ibrve  could  be  procured.  If  the  right  honourable  gent}eman  re- 
pfobates  this  mode  as  prefling,  what  was  the  language  be  held 

-   upon  another  occafion,  and  when  a  different  mode  was  purfucd  ? 
If^  1-794^  when  voluntary  offers  of  fervice  were  introduced'  fof 
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the  defence  of  the  country^  tfiis  mode  was  reprobated  a»  repugnant 
'totheConftitution ;  and  now  when  men  are  called  upon  tocontri-* 
bute  their  property  and  their  perfonal  ferviceto  the  defence  of  ^^it 
country^  it  is  difcovered  to  be  unjuft^  and  ftigQiatized  as  requifition* 
They  Jjdipit  the  neccffity  of  precaution,  and  they  reprobate  evciy 
DKafure  which  is  propofed  ;  and  while  they  agree  that  it  is  necef- 
iaiy  to  provide  for  the  defence  of  the  State,  they  are  diflfatisfied  with 
the  means  by  which  fecurity  is  to  be  obtained^  Notwithftanding 
the  unanimity  with  which  Ac  refolution  will  be  voted,  I  cannot 
augur  well  for  the  future  co-operation  which  the  meafurcs  may  ob* 
tain,  when  I  confider  the  fentiments  which  the  honourable  gentle- 
ipen  entertain,  and  the  obfervations  with  which  their  prefent  con- 
currence is  accompanied. 

Mr.  FOX  rofe,  and  begged  leave  to  obferve,  that  the  right 
honourable  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  undoubtedly  made 
ample  ufe  of  the  firft  and  grand  rule  in  oratory,  in  taking  whatever 
advantage  he  could  of  what  might  be  conceived  to  be  the  weak  fide 
of  his  opponent.  The  right  honourable  gentleman  feemcd  to  be 
aftoniihed  that  he  (hould  agree  with  him  by  giving  no  oppofittoti 
that  evening  by  vote,  and  yet  Ihould  make  a  fpeech  in  every  rc- 
fpe£l  hoftile  to  the  meafures  of  Minifters.  In  this  refpefi,  how- 
ever, the  right  honourable  gentleman  founded  his  aigument  on  a' 
complete  mifintexpretatian  of  of  his  meaning,  for  it  went  upon 
thci  idea  that  his  not  oppoling  hb  vote  to  the  prefent  iefolution> 
was  giving  his  unqualified  alTcnt  to  the  meafures  propofed.  But 
tins  was  by  no  means  die  ftage  in  which  Members  wcrei  called 
upon  to  give  their  fentiments  fully  upon  the  qucBion  ;  one  would 
in  this  refpcft  imagine  the  right  honourable  gentleman  was  afiet- 
ting  the  ignorance  of  a  new  Member  of  Parliament !  He  (^me& 
enti^ly  to  have  forgotten,  or  wished  on  the  prefent  oecafion  to  fbr^i^ 
get,  that  according  to  the  forms  of  Parliament  any  Member  mi^t 
bring  forward  his  oppofition  to  a  meafure  at  any  period  of  Its  dif- 
^uflion  he  might  think  proper.  The  right  honourable  gentleman 
alfo,  from  a  fortunate  and  accommodating  deficiency  of  memory, 
bad  even  forgot  his  own  firft  fpeech  during  die  prefent  evening  ;  for 
in  that  fpeech  he  had  obferved,  that  the  prefent  bufinefs  was  mere 
matter  of  form,  and  that  before  any  ferious  determination  CoOk 
ph^,  it  was  necefifaiy  to  have  a  week's  deliberation  at  leafi.  He, 
K>r  his  part,  w^s  furely  not  inclined  to  be  more  forward  than  ne- 
€efiaiy  in  iidvancing  any  fchemes  of  the  prefent  Miniftry,  and  was 
the  lafl  man  who  fhould  rcfufe  his  aflent  to  giving  as  much  time 
as  poflible  previous  to  a  decifion.  The  arguments  of  die  rigtit 
k)nourable  gentleman  in  many  other  refpeds  had  been  equallj 
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fallacious.  He  faid^  that  his  honourable^  friend  (Mr.  Sheridan) 
had  called  only  for  general  afTertions  as  to  the  danger  at  prefcnt 
to  be  apprehended,  and  that  he  (Mr.  Fox)  was 'completely  diffa- 
tisfied  on  account  of  the  generality  of  the  anfwer ;  but  in  this  there 
was  no  inconfiftency  ;  for  although  it  might  be  true  that  greater 
danger  adually  did  exid  at  prefent  than  at  any  former  period,  yet 
additional  arguments  were  certainly  neceiTary  to  prove  this.  Now 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Dundas)  had  given  ho  indi- 
vidual pledge  for  his  belief  of  the  f  xiftenee  of  this  additional  dan- 
ger, but  had  merely  harangued  on  the  general  propriety  of  being 
in  a  ilate  of  defence.  He  begged  leave,  therefore,  to  repeat  that 
general  arguments,  as  to  the  propriety  and  ncccffity  of  defence,  were 
no  anfwer  on  the  prefent  occafion.  Did  the  right  honourable  Se- 
cretary, when  he  talked  in  fo  very  high  language  on  a  former  occa- 
iion,  conlider  an  invafion  as  a  probable  circumilance  as  at  prefent? 
Why  did  he  not  tfien  propofe  meafures  fimilar  to  the  prefent ;  or 
why  did  he  affcrt  that  the  meafures  then  adopted  were  perfeflly 
fufEcient  for  every  purpofe  of  fccurity  ?  The  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman had  been  pleafed  to  exercife  his  wit  upon  the  exprcffion 
he  had  made  ufe  of  when  he  fpoke  of  former  Minifters  being 
better  than  the  prefent ;  as  to  the  wars  previous  to  ibe  American 
war,  no  objedions  would  probably  be  made  to  this  aiTertion.  As 
to  the  American  war,  he  had  always  maintained  it  was  unjuft  and 
difgraceful  ;  but  becaufe  it  was  fo  unjuft  and  difgraceful,  was  that 
any  reafon  that  thq  prefent  war  was  not  worfe  ?  or  becaufe  the  Minif- 
ters who  condu£led  the  American  war  conducted  it  improperly, 
was  that  any  leafon  why  the  meafures  of  the  prefent  Miniftry  ftiould 
not  be  more  exceptionable  ?  In  his  opinion  indeed,  the  (ituation 
of  the  country  then  was  profperity  when  compared  with,  the  prefent ; 
and  with  truA,  indeed,  continued  Mr.  Fox,  may  I,  relatively  fpeak- 
ing,  call  the  prefent  moment  the  moment  of  adverfity.  When 
meafures  of  this  nature,  different  from  any  that  have  "ever  been 
propofed  at  any  former  period,  are  tlius  brought  forward,  thefc  very 
meafures  arc  a  proof  of  the  adverfity  of  our  country  !  The  enor- 
mous increafe  of  taxes  laid  on  to  fuppert  thefe  meafures  is  a  proof 
of  horrible  adverfity  !  Our  relative  (ituation  to  the  other  powers  of 
Europe,  and,  above  all,  the  furrender  which  has  been  made  of  our 
moft  valuable  Confiitutional  rights  and  privileges,  are  irrefifUble 
convincing  proofs  of  adverfity.  After  all.  Sir,  he  continued,  I  ap- 
prehend no  danger  from  invafion.  The  danger  I  deprecate,  is  from 
the  obfiinatc  perfecution  of  this  war,  whicli  cannot  fail  to  be  at- 
tended with  the  ruin  of  our  credit,  our  commerce,  and  our  free 
Confiitution.     The  right  honourable  gentleman  oppofite  to  me 
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affe^  to  fmile  at  my  fiiying  that  die  Conftitntion  has  been  im- 
paired ;  he  certainly  thought,  fo  himfelf  at  one  time ;  but  fince  he 
came  into  power,  he  has.  never  thought  of  repairing  it.  He  tri- 
umphs in  the  idea,  that  notwidiihnding  the  number  of  new  Mem- 
bers iad(roduced  into  this  Porliament,  I  do  not  feem  inclined  to  ap^ 
peal  to  theip  by  demanding  a  vote  on  the  prefent  occafion  j  but  I 
remember  the  time,  only  the  laft  Parliaincnt  but  one,  when  that 
right  honourable  gentleman  was  in  theh^bitof  faying,  that  calling 
for  the  vote  of  this  Houfe,  according  to  the  reprefentation  of  that 
period,  was  not  taking  the  fenfe  of  the  boroughs,  cities  and  coun- 
ties of  Great  Britain,  but  of  Bengal,  Bahar  and  OrifTa.  The 
fyftem  of  reprefentation  continues  the  fame. '  I  cannot  imagine  by 
what  magic  the  right  honourable  gentleman  has  on  the  prefent  cc- 
diiian  procured  a  return  of  Members,  whom  he  fincercly  fuppofes 
to  fpeak  the  fentiments  of  the  nation. 

I  am  next  accufed  of  inconiiftency,  becaufe  I  fay  the  Conditu--. 
tion  is  impaired,  and  yet  allow  that  the  people  are  fo  fond  of  It, 
that  no  danger  is  to  be  apprehended  from  invafion ;  if  this  be  in- 
confiAency,  I  plead  guilty  ;  I  do  think  the  Conftitution  is  impai- 
red ;  but  I  am  not  on  that  account  to  be  obliged  on  every  occafion 
tq  vote  even  againd  the  Minider  who  has  impaired  it,  much  lefs 
am  I  to  fay  that  I  would  not  fight  againft  the  French.  I  do  not 
as  yet  defpair  of  the  Conftitution  of  this  country :  notwithdanding 
all  th^  infults  that  have  been  oSered  to  it,  and  ail  the  injuries  it  has 
fuftalned,  I^would  rather  look  to  the  country  itfelf,  to  Parliament^ 
or  even  to  Miniders  themfelves  for  a  remedy,  than  to  invafion. 
The  honourable  gentleman  fay?,  that  I  haye  this  evening  called 
this  an  unjud  war  in  more  didin6l  terms  than  I  have  ufed  at  any 
former  period  ;  but  I  appeal  to  all  who  have  honoured  what  I  have 
faid  with  attention,  either  within  or  without  doors,  whether  upoii 
this  fubjed  I  have  ever  ufed  any  managembnt  of  expreflion.  When* 
it  has  been  aflerted  that  France /vas  the  aggredbr,  I  have  denied  it, 
becaufe  from  whatever  quarter  might  come  the  fird  zA  of  hodility, 
thofe  are  the  aggredbrs  who  refufe  to  enter  into  a  treaty  or  pacific  ne- 
gociation  upon  any  terms.  I  aiA  accufed  too  of  traducing  the 
country  when  I  reprobate  the  meafures  of  Miniders,  under  the 
idea  that  the  country  has  given  them  its  .fandlion  :  very  different 
were  the  right  honourable  gentleman's  fentiments  at  a  former  pe-^' 
riod.  When  I  uniformly  pronounced  the  American  war,  and  all 
the  meafures  by  which  it  was  carried  on,  tq  be  unjud  and  diabolical  ; 
when  I  reprobated  the  conduft  of  M'miders,  whik  they  pcrfid^d  in 
their  pernicious  plans,  I  was  not  accufed  by  that  right  honourable 
f  e.uleman  of  traducing  the  country  \  now  that  he  himfcif  is  in 
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fov^tr;  1  fhonld  be  glafff  tcr^fcnow  y^hit  has  idehtffiecf  httfi  #ith  fhc 
coufitiy,  A^hat  tas  iti-shfe  hirti  and  the  counfry  fo  mfe{>arab!e/  that 
I  tanrioi  reprobate  the  oht  ^ithotft  traduqJng  tfi^  other  ?  This  19 
urtA)ubte(fiy  not  tht  tf mc  folly  to  difcufs  the  policy  of  the  war ;  htt 
I  muff  take  the  opportunity  of  agarnr  feying,  that  pr6pcrly  fpcttan^, 
they  commenced  hoflSKties  who  rcjc(9fe<f  all  nr»eans  of  a  fafe  and 
honourable  wgtxbitton.  I  do  not  deny  that  ohc  moment  may  be 
more  favourable  than  another  for  ncgocfatiofr ;  btit  I  cettemly  can- 
not  conceive  that  a  ncgociatioii  with  any  tiaftibn,  (half  af  one  mo- 
mcnt  be  intmical  to  trriiverfal  otdcr  afnd  ci^niiation,  and  rmmedi- 
ately  after,  when  the  feme  nation  becofties  ihorc  fuccefeful  and 
viSorious  than  ever,  that  negocTation  fhall  bceotne  advi^aBfe. 

1  have  called  ffits  war  tmjuff,  betaofe  prcvfous  to  adKial  hoffi- 
lities  taking  place,  every  thing  pofffble  ought  to  have  bcert  done  to 
avert  it.      In  this,  I  conceive  myfclf  tor  be  fopportcd  by  ail  cRab- 

%  lifhed  authoiities  on  the  fabje^l^.  It  has  always  been  laid  down  as 
a  maxim,  that  an  oatrago  being  committed,  is  not  of  itfelf  a  fuf- 
ficient  juftification  of  war ;  it  is  alfo  ncceflary  that  the^edbuM  be 
a  Jx)fitive  refufal  of  indemnification,  and  that  they  Who  ftop  the 
irieans  of  pacific  difcuflion,  zSk  unjuftly  and  become  the  i«d  ag- 
greffoiPs.  The  right  honourable  ^entlernan  has  animadverted  on 
what  fell  from  my  honourable  friend  on  this  mcafurc  b^Hg  takeh 
fmm  the  example  of  France :  this  is  certainly  no  place  for  a  <fifcuf- 
fion  upon  the  internal  Government  of  France.  |  wifh  indeed  we 
hlid  heard  lefs  of  it  frofrt  the  other  fide  of  the  Houfe ;  but  if  the 
French  went  (b  far  as  to  eft£ft)li(h  a  fyffetn  of  rcquifitioti,  they  may 
truly  be  faid  to  have  had  neceffity  for  their  juffification.  It  was 
indeed  fofnething  like  a  nr^nifeftation  of  an  inftemion  to  pcnehiite 
into  France,  when  the  Duke  of  Bruhfwick  was  within  an  huMrcd 
miles  of  the  capital,  proclaiming  rdin  and  deftruflion  whereVelr  he 
went,  and  with  the  determination  to  re-eftaHlfh  tlicf  worff  of  all 
governments,  the  old  defpotifm  cf  France.-^Are  we  placed  ift  A- 
milar  circurhftances  ?  are  we  tioy^  called  upon  to  make  ftttnhtf  ex- 
ertions ?  The  right  -honoutable  gentleman  has  commented  on  tlic 
bills  that  p5<fled  during  the  laft  ParKament,  and  he  has  faid  that 
ninety-nine  irt  a  hundred  give'  thfcm  theit  approbation ;  my  inqui- 
ries have  indeed  led  mc  to  a  vety  diflerent  conclufion  *;  artd  after  the 
numefou^'  ^tittons  that  ^^cfc  prcfciitfed  on  that  occafioh,  and  other 
clrcumftanccS  i^'hich  tdok  place,  it  is  hardly  decent  in  Minifters  to 
Bring  forward  fuch  an  aOertion.    The  right  honourable  gentleman 

.  (ays  that  thefe  bills  pttxiuced  peace  and  tranquillity,  and  were  abfo- 
lutely  neceffary— agsiinft  whom  ?  fliefc  few  inRgnificanft  tnalcon- 
tents  1  this  trifling  huhdredtli  part  of  the  commtinity }  The  aipi< 
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xn^  19  ficxtaifif  iaconliftent  \^th  d^  £e?^s  >|f^  to  induce  the 
Houfe  to  pafs  tjiielb  i>^ls ;  feu:  we  ^t^cxe  d;e^  ;^d  that  though  indeo! 
it  was  a  nunojj^qr  of  4ie  iLipgdom  who  .wgrc  to  be  reftrained,  it 
was  ^  IxTfp  fxntiQxityf  a  ixnnomy  of  .cu^^derable  confequ^nce  1  but 
I  (ile^^d  fajth€^-Tr{{a.Vie  jt^e  bilis  fwduccd  pe^<vta^n  ^/Ti^c^E^  the 
peopled — Have  tbey  cn^ted  a^dtion  iio^Uic  £^onflicution,  or  to  the 
p5e(i;nt  A(^;uiniftratLon  r — Or>  li?ye  tbpy  mcf^y  prevented  the  ftce 
cxpreflion  of  opinions,  and  for  a  while  ijupp^eilbd  the  4pj4rniur$  of 
difopntent  ?   If  the  latter  be  tl\e  irafc,  conce^iled  r^fcop^c^  is  cer- 
tainly no  evidence  of  ftrci^gth.     I  believe  too> .  that,  on  the  nicca- 
fian  of/  pai&ng  thefe  bills,  the  meetings  which  were  held  up  as  the 
oilcnKble  cau(e  were  much  traduced,  »nd  that  very  few  ;ndeed  of 
tlvpie  vfbp  attended  them  were  enemies  to  the  Conftitutivn  ^  ai>d 
that,  even  among  them,  many  ilrqng  arms  W9,;;ld  have  been  found 
ready  to  re&&  hofUle  invaGon.     I  again  fay,  that,  i^kui  the  prcfeot 
opening  of  the  bufinefs,  I  do  pot  approve  of  theprcfent  meafures. 
Yet  I  ^o  not  aQcrt,  that  circumdaaccs  cannot  exiA  which  might 
render  additional  jneans  of  defence  ncccilary ;   but  I  know  we^l, 
that  we  already  have  ^  great  army,  and  that  a  fufficient  part  of  that 
arrny  nnight  be  in  this  countiy  to  repel  e^vjcry  attempt  at  invafioi;. 
The  right  honourable  gentleman  is  amufed  at  my  honourable  friend 
beii^  diilatislied  with  His  Majei^y's  ^)cech,  which,  a^  connedlqd 
with  re^nfibility,  may,  in  Parliamentary  proceedings,  be  called 
t[)e  fpeech  of  Miniders,  and  at  (he  fame  time  demanding  additio- 
nal faciiiadion  from  Miniders  themfelves,  in  whom  he  has  no  con- 
fidence whatever  ;  but,  as   I   underi^ogd  my  honourable  friend, 
what  he  found  fault  widi  was  the  obfcurity  of  expreffion  in  His 
Majeity's  fpeoch ;  he  confequc^tly  demanded  a  more  e^licit  decla- 
ration of  the  grounds  on  which  Minifters  brought  forward  the 
prefent  refoltftions. 

The  right  honourable  gentleman  has  alfo  triumphantly  obferved 
fome  difference  of  opinion  between  my  honourable  friend  smd  my- 
felf,  and  conceived  that  there  is  a  want  of  difcipllne  on  this  fide  pf 
the  Houfe.  I  certainly,  without  ^eludance,  leave  to  him  all  the 
advantages  which  he  can  derive  from  accuracy  of  djfcipline ;  while 
I  claim  fpr  myfclf  and  my  friends  the  free  and  unlimited  exercife 
of  thought,  fpeech,  and  a^ion.  The  right  honourable  gentleman 
has  held  up  ^e  laft  Parliament  as  an  example  to  the  prefent.  I 
have  already  given  my  fcniiments  refpe^ing  that  Parliament)  and 
only  defirc  any  man  with  unbiafled  judgment  to  look  at  their  pro- 
Codings  fur 'the  puipofe  of  forming  an  opinion  :«— In  that  Parlia- 
ment the  King  of  Sardinia  was  held  up  as  a  pattern  of  an  ally  (I 
.  #]>.not  4M:ing4iibibrward  at  prefent  for  the  purpofc  of  jperfonal  re- 
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flexions  againft  the  unfortunate^  but  to  hold  out  a  warning  tx>  the 
prcfcnt  Parliament  and  to  the  country  at  lai]gc): — The  King  of 
Sardinia,  by  confiding  in  the  Miniftcrs  of  this  kingdom,  has  been 
reduced  to  a  ftate  of  pofitive  ruin.  Thofc  allies  only  who  have 
abondoned  them  and  their  meafures  may  be  faid  to  be  hi  a  flate  of 
cxiftcnce ;  and,  if  the  prefent  Parliament  and  their  Reprefenta- 
ttves  continue  the  fame  blind,  implicit  confidence,  ruin  to  us  alfo 
jnuft  inevitably ,be  the  confeqoence. 

Sir  WILLIAM  PULTENEY  did  not  cxpeft  that  any  difTc- 
Tcnce  of  opinion  would  have  arifen  on  the  prefent\  quefiion  ;  a 
queftion  irt  his  mind  that  embraced  fo  many  falutary  objcd^s.— He 
had  only  one  objedion  to  it,  and  that  was,  its  being^a  half  mea- 
fure ;  it  ought  to  be  extended  to  the  full  point ;  and  on  that  ground 
he  (hould  meet  the  wifties  of  the  Minifter  with  double  pleafure. 
He  (hould  not  apply  to  Miniftcrs  for  any  additional  infounation  on 
the  fubjeft,  it  was  evident  that  the  French  had  an  invafion  of  this 
country  in  view,  and  it  therefore  became  the  Executive  Govern- 
ment to  make  every  proper  and  neceflary  preparation. 

As  thi^  force  was  to  be  commanded  by  country  gentlemen,  it 
could  not  be  called  an  incfeafe  of  the  power  of  the  crown :  on  the 
contrary,  he  (hould  confider  it  to  be  an  increafe  of  the  power  of 
the  country  againft  the  crown.  We  (hould  not  wait  until  an  in- 
vafion was  actually  to  take  place.  Muft  not  time  be  given  for  men 
to  be  prepared  and  difciplined?  or  were  they  to  march  againit  an 
invading  enemy,  without  the  means  of  defence,  or  ignorant  of  the 
ufes  of  thofc  arms  they  might  chance  to  have  about  them  ? 

General  TARLETON  faid,  before  they  judged  of  the  prefent 
jncafure,  it  would  be  necelTary  to  confider  its  expediency  ;  and  he 
would  prove  to  the  Houfe,  from  authentic  papers  upon  their  table, 
that  the  force  of  the  country  was  fufiicient  to  repel  any  attempt 
which  might  be  made  againft  it.  From  thefe  papers  it  would  ap- 
pear, that  there  was  now  in  the  kingdom  20,000  well-trained  ca- 
valry,  57,000  fencibles  and  militia,  and  9,000  regulars — little 
(hort  of  100,000  men.  This,  and  the  alacrity  and  fpirit  of  the 
country  no  way  abated,'  muft  be  more  than  fufiicient  for  the  pur- 
pofc  of  defeating  our  enemies,  and  rendering  futile  any  attempts 
they  might  hazard.  Did  the  Houfe  not  recolleft  that  they  ^erc 
told  the  army  of  the  enemy  was  annihilated  in  Germany,  and  that 
they  could  not  mufter  fufficient  force  to  attempt  any  defcent  upon 
this  country?  The  militia- bill  of  1756,  did  not  propofe  double 
the  number  now  raifed,  as  was  erroncoufly  ftated  by  the  honour- 
able gentleman. 

In  his  opinion  there  was  no  danger  of  an  invafion ;  but  if  fudi 
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an  event  was  to  take  place,  there  exifted  in  the  breaft  of  every  En- 
^iftiman  a  love  for  his  countiy  and  Conftitution  fufficient'to  mdke 
him  join  in  repelling  it.  The  incorporating  of  more  men  into  the 
militia,  would  draw  off  a  great  number  of  valuable  perfons  from 
ibciety.  Befides,  the  meafure  would  have  the  cfkfX  to  extend  mar«* 
tial  law  over  the  country,  which  would  be  of  dangerous  confe- 
quenee.  He  would  not  oppofe  the  meafure  in  its  prefent  ibge, 
but  he  defired  that  it  might  be  viewed  with  all  pofiible  jealoufy. 

Mr.  ELFORD.  I  rife,  Sir,  to  make  an  obfervation  or  two- 
on  certain  expreffioos  ufed  by  the  right  honourabl;  gentleman  (Mr. 
Fox)  oppoilte  to  me.  In  doing  this,  I  know  I  (hall  experience 
confiderable  embarraflniient,  becaufe  I  am  not  only  unufed^to  fpeak 
in  public,  but  this  is  the  firft  time  I  have  had  the  honour  of  a  feat 
in  Parliament.  However,  the  animadverfions  of  the  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman,  on  the  condud  and  motives  of  gentlemen  on 
this  fide  the  Houfe,  were  (uch  as  have  aflPefled  me  too  fenfibly  to  be 
palled  over  in  filence.  The  right  honourable  gentleman  feems  to 
think  that  thofe  who  vote  with  Minifters,  are  dependant  and  fer- 
vilc  ;  but  I  can  fafely  aver,  that  I  am  as  independent  of  the  fa- 
vour or  the  rewards  of  Minifters,  as  any  gentleman,  be  he  who  he 
may,  on  his  fide  of  the  Houfe.  Making  this  declaration,  I  (hall, 
perhaps,  be  credited  when  I  alTure  the  Houfe,  that  in  any  oppo- 
(ition  I  may  be  induced  to  give  to  any  meafure,  or  the  fupport  I 
fiiall  this  night  give  to  Mini(lers,  I  have  no  motive  but  the  good 
of  the  country.  With  regai^  to  the  two  fcditious  bills,  a  great 
majority  of  the  country  are  perfeflly  reconciled  to  their  expediency. 
I  have  myfelf  had  much  intercourfe  with  the  inhabitants  of  one  of 
the  moft  extenfive  counties  of  England.  They  are  unanimous  in 
their  approbation  of  the  meafures.  It  is  true  petitions  againfi  them 
were  at  firfi  induitrioufly  propofed  for  their  fignature,  and  every 
effort  of  calumny  arrd  mifreprefcntation  employed  to  gain  their  con- 
currence ;  but  if  any  thing  like  concurrence  was  at  one  tipne  ob- 
tained, that  concurrence  was  the  cffeA  of  mifreprefentations  the 
moft  gro(s  and  inflammatory.  They  were'  told  that  if  the  bills 
paflfed  into  law,  they  durft  not  even  meet  to  fpend  their  evenings 
agreeably  at  each  other's  houfes,  without  a  Magifirate  to  watch  and 
report  their  converfation  :  they  were  told  their  moft  valuable  rights 
and  privileges  liad  been  invaded,  and  that  their  utter  extinclion  and 
fubverfion  would  be  efFcfled  by  thofe  bills.  They  were  told,  in 
fhort,  that  their  lives  would  be  endangered  by  the  operation  of  fuch 
laws.  But  how  have  the  bills  after  all  this  operated?  They  have 
preferved  the  tranquillity  of  the  country,  and  maintained  a  proper 
fpirit  of  fubordination,  which  without  them  could  not  be  expelled 
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been  thus  (alutaryy  U  obviouf.  Heaee  tfae  rcJBpedy  wu  ji^dieioufl^ 
adapted  to  the  difeafe.  Wijth  ^efe  fentinacAite,  I  give  m^  ladft 
cordial  aiTeat  to  the  pn^dtjon  now  before  t^e  |{oi|(e. 

Mr.  FOX«^«^owpverf  Sur»  ^  t>0i|0U|:9))le  epodeniaa  ai^y 
have  &lt  and  expcefled  bis  own  in^p^ofi^ce^  DOthf^g  that  Qou)d 
fall  from  him  upon  fucb  a  fubjied  would  h^ve  iadAiced  me  agaia  to 
addrefi  myCclf  to  you  ;  but  he  has  f llucjc^f  in  politiv^e  tennsy  to 
bilU  which  I  ever  have  reprobated  and  ever  wil)  ioac^.  As  a  >pung 
Meipber*  perhaps  a  greater  degree  of  mpdefty  would  no^  have  been 
unbecoming  in  a  firft  fpeech.  His  afiert^ons  are  delivered  wi^  an 
air  of  (igperictfity.  Sir,  I  do  not  dopl^t  the  gentleman's  imejcoQife 
with  the  country  to  be  extenfive :  but  I  very  nu^ch  fu^peA  that  he 
has  not  fufficientiy  attended  to  the  progeedif^gs  of  which  he  hasTo 
pofitively  fpoken.  That  fome  d^rec  of  mifreprelentarioti  miglit 
have  accompanied  the  petitions  in  certain  villages  I  can  eafily  fup- 
pofe ;  but  wha;  public  ipcafure  of  aay  iinpcrtaoce  has  not  fuffcrcd 
by  mifreprefentation  ?  perhaps.  Coo,  the  mifrcprefeotatioq:  of  which 
the  honourable  gentleman  complains,  weie  no  other  than  certain 
daufes  which  were  in  the  ori^nal  bills,  but  were  rejeded  and 
thrown  out  by  the  Committee.  Tbefe  claufes  had  been  much 
commented  upon  in  tlie  courfe  of  the  early  difcuflions  on  the  fub- 
jed  in  gcoeral^  and  certainly  it  is  wathki  the  recoUedion  of  gentle- 
men that  the  clauses  themfelves  had  for  their  objed^  the  Afbje<9ii|g 
private  families  to  tlie  domiciliary  vifits  of  the  magiftrates.  Every 
family  confining  of  twelve  or  more  perfo^is  might  be  made  the  ob- 
jcd  of  the  penalties  of  this  law.  However,  thefe  claufens  did  not 
fuj^yive  the  difcuffions  in  which  their  abfurdity  and  defpotifm  were 
detedled  and  expofed.  Even  fuppofing  ^be  honourable  gentLsoian 
corre(fl  in  his  ilatement,  gentlemen  will  readily  perceive  that  thofe 
circumftanGe$  migbt  have  given  rife  to  all  tshe  mifreprefentaitian 
which  accompanied  die  iavitation  to  eflbrts  againft  die  bills  theia- 
lelves.  At  any  rate,  the  unbought,  unprejudiced  feq^  of  a  gpeat 
majority  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  metropolis  has  been  decidedly 
againft  them.  And  furely  fuch  oppofidon  was  at  leaft  of  as  mu«ii 
importance  as  the  approbation  of  tl^  honourable  gentleman's  coMtHy 
aflbciates.  I  have  myfelf  the  honour  of  seprefenting  a  very  popu^ 
lous  city,  and  its  inhabitants  are  almoft  unanimous  in  their  deter- 
minatioa  to  give  every  poffible  aid  to  procure  a  repeal  of  them. 
Nor  is  the  period  far  diftant»  when  their  energies  and  their  inSuence 
will  be  united  for  that  purpofe.  Never,  Sir,  will  I  hejar  the  quiet 
pf  the  country  afcribed  to  bills  which  have  wounded  the  Conftitu- 
tion  without  having  the  aiTertioA  explained.     And  it  furdy  might 
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have  dbcfirted  fd  the  honoofable  gentleman,  thai  nAffept^entviSom 
were  employed  as  ifttich,  at  Icaft,  by  thofe  with  whom  be  adte  as 
by  their  opponents.  Undoubtedly,  Sir,  I  think  that  mifireprefen* 
tations  as  groTs^  with  atsfiindantly  as  much  opportunity  to  give  themi 
cflfcd,  wcrfc  upon  that  occafion  employed  by  His  Majefty's  MinJf- 
ters.  Remembering  that  the  Conftitucion  for  which  t)ur.ance(br9 
firuggled  and  bled,  has  been  more  deeply  wounded  by  the  ^&%  of 
th^  prpfent  Miniftry,  and  efpeclally  by  the  conduct  of  apoAatcs 
ftttttk  the  ftandard  of  liberty,  I  cannot  (it  down  without  telling  thtf 
people  of  En^nd  and  this  Houfe,  that  however  reiterated  and  dar- 
ing may  be  the  futore  attacks  upon  ftetr  legitimate  rights,  I 
will  never  abandon  the  ftandard  of  liberty,  but  with  my  life. 

Mr.  CURWEN* — Agtecing  as  I  db  in  every  fentrments  of  op- 
pbfidan  to  the  p^dent  war,  and  unwilHng  to  take  any  thing  on  tfu$ 
ctedit  of  MimOers,  I  eamiot  filently  ^ve  my  aflfent  to  the  int!k>- 
do£lion  of  a  bHl*,  the  neceffity  of  which  has  been  in  no  ttffcSt 
piroved.  Had  MilUftets  (he^n  that  the  ftate  of  the  country  ift 
fuch  as  requires  the  meafure,  I  am  dxtt  no  man  would  more  cor^ 
ifially  go  the  full  lefigth  to  ^ve  them  every  confidence  which  dltf 
urgency  and  ittipbrftthce  of  fuch  a  criffs  might  demand.  BiK  the 
dangdf  has  not  e^en  been  avowed.  They  have  ihrunk  by  low  and 
paltry  evifcftons  (toin  fSM  (ott  of  inquiry  which  honeft  men  would 
have  gloried  in  couffing.  One  hcmourable  gentleman  has  called 
the  meafure  ^  half  mfeafure  ;  but  had  he  known  the  diftreflfed  (ini»- 
tioh  cf  (he  country,  had  he  looked,  net  to  the  beginning  of  the 
^ar,  bat  to  the  prefent  moment,  he  would  have  deplored  the  neerf- 
(Uf  for  eontinuing  to  fupport  the  ptefent  military  eibblfflfiment| 
much  more  that  additional  one  propofed.  But  thefe,  Sir,  are  lo- 
pies  which  rarely  occur  to  men  avowedly  devoted  to  all  the  mca- 
feres  and  all  the  arrangements  of  Minifters.  Of  this  clafs  I  have 
the  h;ippinefs  not  to  be  one.  As  a  Member  of  the  Britrfh  Senate, 
as  an  admirer  of  our  laws,  as  a  lover  of  freedom  I  (hall  always  re- 
flft  die  e'ncroikchments  of  power-  I  (hall  no*  on  this  fubjeft  reft  fa- 
tisfied  merely  with  the  dicSlum  of  a  Miniftcr ;  (bmething  of  highet 
authority  than  his  a(rertlQns  will,  I  truft,  be  laid  before  the  Com- 
Arittee.  I  exped  we  (hall  have  clear  proofs  of  danger  exhibited  iit 
every  piAorc  that  (hall  be  henceforth  drawn  of  this  "  manifefted 
dKporitlon  to  invade  our  ifle."  Such  alarms  as  have  already  been 
faccitrt,  and  excited  they  have  been  with  fuccefs  where  they  have 
proceeded  ftom  minifters,  and  the  fanftion  of  them  procured  by 
thofe  veryineans  which  their  honodrable  friend,  the  new  Member, 
hW  deprecated,  even  by  mifreprefentation.  I  once,  indeed, 
thought  that  no  Miniftcf  durft  fo  openly  infult  this  Houfe  and  the 


nation  as  to  create  that  mon(hous  and  expenfive  fi6Uon.  But  tiiey 
have  themfelves  hitherto  been  the  makers  of  national  dangers^— dan- 
gers too  which  have  taken  fome  hold  even  of  the  Throne.  The? 
have  poifoned  the  ears  of  Majefty  not  only  with  thefe  falfe  alarms, 
but  by  foully  reprefenting  the  people  as  poffefllng  neither  aflTedion 
for  their  Sovereign,  nor  attachment  to  the  Conftitution.  A  time 
however  muft  come,  when  the  nation  will  have  an  opportunity  of 
fpumtng  with  honeil  indignation  the  authors  of  didr  fufierings ; 
when  the  Sovereign  muA  know  the  fentiments  of  his  people^  and 
the  people  convince  their  oppreflbrs  that  although  they  have  hitherto 
borne  the  fcourge,  they  will  not  bear  it  any  longer. 

Mr.  Serjeant  ADAIR  vindicated  the  fupport  he  had  given  Mi- 
nifters  on  the  fubjeA  of  the  two  bills.  He  reprobated  the  allufions 
made  to  apoilates  from  .the  ftandard  of  liberty.  He  faid,  he  was 
no  apoAate,  but  rejoiced  in  the  vote  he  had  given  for  two  bills,  the 
falutary  efieds  of  which  were  now  evidently  felt  by  all  who,  like 
him,  had  feen  and  lamented  the  alarming  progrefs  of  feditlon  and 
treafon.  If  the  bills  had  rendered  lefs  frequent  thofe  public  meet- 
ings lately  held,  they  had  been  of  the  utmod  fervice  to  the  country ; 
for  what  fort  of  popular  meetings  were  the  bills  levelled  againft  ? 
Thofe  only  which  diiTcminated  treafon,  anarchy  and  confufion. 
This  was  his  convidlion,  and  much  as  he  efteemed  the  ri^t  ho- 
nourable gentleman,  the  name  of  apoftate  or  any  other  appellation, 
(bould  not  deter  him  from  openly  exprefling  his  opinion. 

Sir  GREGORY  PAGE  TURNER  profcffcd  much  and  zea- 
lous concern  for  the  country,  under  the  apprehenfions  of  the  avowed 
hoftile  intentions  of  the  enemy.  To  the  principles  of  the  Britifh 
Con(titution,  Sir  Gregory  iaid  he  had  fwom  fealty.  He  had  done 
this,  by  the  advice  and  example  of  a  refpe^ed  father,  and  he  (hould 
inftil  the  fame  fentiments  of  love  and  veneration  into  the  breads 
of  his  ow/i  children  for  that  conftitution.  He  was  willing  that 
it  (hould  be  undcrfbod  that  he  had  a  coAliderable  ftake  in  the 
country.  But  when  he  faid  this,  he  did  not  mean  to  infinuate  that 
was  at  all  the  prevailing  motive  of  his  prefcnt  condudl.  He  (hould, 
without  nefitation,  take  up  arms  himfclf  in  defence  of  the  Confti- 
tution  and  the  country,  and  was  ready  to  make  an  adequate  facrifice 
for  their  prefcrvation  and  independence.  He  cordially  approved  of 
the  prefcnt  meafurcs  of  precaution  and  defence  ;  but  cxprefied  his 
hope  that  we  might  yet  have  peace,  if  it  pleafed  God  and  the 
Frencli  Direftory. 

The  firft  refolution  was  then  put  and  carried. 

The  fccond  refolution,  refpe£ling  the  augmentation  of  the  mi- 


Oct.  19-3  '  DEBATES*  m 

litia,  to  be  trained  as  fhall  be  direficd  ia  the  bill,  and  be  caUed  out  in 
cafes  of  neceflaiy  defence,  was  then  moved  and  agreed  to. 

Th{:  third  refolution,  relative  to  the  provifionai  force  of  cavalry 
to  make  the;  regiments  complete,  as  well  as  rcfpedling  the  fervice 
of  certain  deforiptions  of  individuals  to  be.  hereafter  agreed  upon,, 
wa^.put  and  carried. 

The  Chairman  thmputthe  difFcreot  refolutions,  which  Wjq^'^ 
agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  be  reported.  The  report  was  immedi.* 
ately  brought  up  ;  read  a  (iril  and  fecond  time,  and  agreed^^tjo. 

Bills  were  ordered  to  be  brought,  purfuant  to  ^e  Md  refo* 
lutions. 

Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  and  Mr.  Secretary  Dundas  were  ordered  to 
prepare  and  bring  in  the  fame. 

The  Houfe  adjourned. 

fFednefdayf   i  gth  Qifoher, 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  brought  in  a  bill,  purfuant  to  his  firft  re* 
folution  pafled  lad  night,  for  raifing  a  certain  number  of  men  from 
the  different  counties  of  England,  and  ftewartries  of  Scotland,  to 
be  difhributcd  between  the  navy  and  regular  land  forces. 

The  bill  was  read  a  firft  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  fecorfd 
time  to-morrow. 

General  TARLETON  expreffed'a  deGre  to  know,  if  it  was 
not  the  intention  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  to  have  the 
bill,  which  he  had  juft  brought  in,  for  railing  an  additional  body 
of  15,000  men,  printed,  previous  to  its  being,  read  a  fecond 
time  ?  .  ^  ' 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  the  beft  mode,  in  his  opinion, 
of  proceeding,  in  bills  of  this  nature,  was  to  have  them  read  a  fe- 
cond time  a^  foon  -as  pofliblc,  and  committed,  that  the  blanks 
might  be  filled  up.  When  the  blanks  were  thus  filled  up,  and 
the  bills  printed,  a  reafonable  interval  would  be  allowed  for  tak- 
ing them  into  condderation,  before  they  were  recommitted ;  and 
that  would  be  the  fitted  dage  for  their  undergoing  a  full  difcuf- 
fion.  The  Supplemental  Militia  bill  he  propofed  bringing  in  to- 
oKM-xow,  -and  fixing  fbme  day  next  week,  peihaps  JFriday,  for  its 
being  read  a  fecond  time. 

Mr.  CURWEN  was  far  from  wifliing  to  interpofe  a  moment's 
unneceflary  delay  to  a  bulinefs  that  feemed  of  fuch  urgency  ;  but 
if  there  was  no  very  material  objedHon  to  it,  he  thought  it  would  be 
rather  better  to  fix  a  fnore  didant  day,  that  time  might  be  allowed  for 
fending  the  bill  into  the  country. 

Vol.  I.  R 
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Mr.  PLUMER  JohidFm  the  feme  wiDi,  foUt  tfrsfime  reafim ; 
and  ptopofcd  Monda/fe^nnight/inftead  of  FrKhiy  next. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  replied,  that  fer  the  reafiMW  he  hid 
ofged  laft  n%ht>  he  ootiM  not  confent  that  anjr  great  delay  ihoald  in- 
tehrene,  nor  could  he  fee  that  diere  oould  be  any  great  ilMfemut 
between  Friday  and  Monday,  as,  according  to  the  ttftnl  tmin  of 
paifiaflientary  bufinefs,  only  one  day  could'be  gained  fay  tbe  delay 
propofed.  He  ^vonld  not,  however,  objeA  to  fobAitudng  Moo- 
day  ftf'nrtight  to  Friday  next^  if  gimtlemcn  imagined  fue|i  n  ddbf 
of  any  Anportance. 

Thur/Jay,    7,pth  Odiber* 

Petitions  were  prefented  for  the  following  places,  wUdi  wcfr 
ordered  to  be  taken  into  confideration  as  follow  r 

The  boroqgh  of  Tregohy,  November  lo, 

Melbourne  Port,  November  io« 

County  of  Kent,  December  22. 

Maidftone,  December  29. 

Worcefter,  January  3, 

County  of  Stirling,  December  27 1 

Serjeant  ADAIR  brought  up  the  Quaker's  relief  bill,  which 
was  read  a  firft  time,  and  prdered  to  be  read  a  lecond  time  on 
Thurfday  next. 

The  bill  for  railing  an  additional  numiber  of  m(m  for  the  icr- 
vice  of  the  army  and  navy,  was  read  a  feoond  time,  and  ordered  to 
be  committed  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  brought  up  the  bill  for  the  augnoentatibn 
of  the  militia,  which  was  read  a  firft  time,  and  ordered  to  be  nad  a 
fccond  time  to-mofrow. 

The  Committee  to  confider  of  His  Majefty^s  fpecch^  ^sas  ad- 
journed by  modon  to  Tucfday. 

Adjourned* 

Friday^    2  iji  October^ 

The  order  of  fhe  day  for  the  Houfe  to  rcfrfvc  itfdf  into  a 
Committee  of  Supply  being  read,  the  Secretary  at  War  moved 
that  the  eftimates  prefented  on  a  former  day  ihould  be  referred  to 
this  Committee. 

The  Houfe  having  refolved  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  Supply, 
The  SECREl^ARY  at  WAR  faid,  that  owing  to  the  neccfeiy 
delays  in  tnmfmitting  tt^e  feveral  accounts  fiom  the  xe^^edive 
offices  connedei)  with  his  department,  he  could  now  fubmit  only 
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a  f9St  of  tfae  eftimatai  to  die  Committee.     The  portion  of  them 
he  held  in  his  handj  would  afibrd  eveiy  inlbnnatbn  io  point  of 
hA  that  could  propcrlf  come  before  them.     The  accounts  yet  to 
be  delivered  were  not  of  much  importance)  Becaufe  they  fcarce 
dBfiered  in  their  amount  and  detail  fix>iii  thofe  of  the  fame  defcrip- 
tion  that  had  been  delivered  laft  year.     The  eflimates  on  thetskUe 
contained  iktails  of  the  mod  material  arrangements  of  the  current 
year,  and  would  be  found  every  way  e3q[>lidt  oa  the  fubjedl  of  the 
expenditure.     As  it  would  be  recolle6ted  that  a  diounudoa  in  Ae 
number  of  troops  on  the  eflabliflunent  had  taken  place  laft  year« 
from  which  a  iavtng  of  8oo,oool.  aiofe,  it  would  not  beeii^peSed 
that  any  confidcrable  diminution  vkniU  take  place  in  the.ampuntof 
the  pvefent  eftimales.     The  whole  fovce  of  this  country,  confiftii)g 
of  the  common  diftribution  of  goaurds.and  gairifons,  and  cQlgnies 
and  plantations,  amounted  to  195,674  men,  the  expence  of  which 
would  amount  to  5,190,0001.  fo  that  it  would  s^pear  that  the 
expence  of  this  year  would  not  exceed  that  of  the  laft.     The 
home  anny  and  the  army  abroad  were  to  be  underftood  by  the  ge- 
neral divifion  of  guards  and  garriibns,  and  colonies  and  planta- 
tions.    The  home  army  contained  all  the  troops  which  might  be 
confidcTi^xl  as  ferving  for  the  defence  of  the  countiy,  guards,  regu- 
lars of  every  defcrtpdon,  and  fendbles.      The  army  at  home 
amounted  io  60,765  men,  from  which  aroTe  an  excefs  above  laft 
year  of  11,54.6  men.     The  army  abroad,  or  the  troops  in  the 
cdonies  and  plantations,  it  was  well  known  comprehended  the 
troops  in  the  Weft  Indies,  in  Corlica,  Gibraltar,  Canada,  Nova 
Scotia,  and  every  foreign  fervice,  except  tiiofe  in  the  Eaft  Indies, 
whieh  came  under  a  feparate  defeription,  amounted  to  64,276  men. 
The  army  abroad  was  compoficd  entirely  of  r^lars ;  the  army  at 
home  of  regtdars,  invalids,  milida,  and  fenciblcs.     The  militia 
was  nearly  the  fame  as  laft  year^  with  the  difference  of  the  dty  re- 
giments.    There  was  a  fmall  augmentation  of  the  invalids  from 
thecircumftanoe  of  calling  upon  the  out-penfioners,  who  were  ca* 
pabfe  of  performing  this  fpecies  of  duty-     Upon  the  Fen^ibles 
mere  had  been  a  diminution  of  troops  in  each  regiment,  which 
'had  oecafioned  a  correfponding  difference  in  their  amount  llnce  laft 
year.     As  the  other  artkles  were  of  a  nature  that  were  lefs  ex* 
pofisd  to  variadon,  he  fhould  not  enter  into  any  particulars  .of  their 
amoimt,  but  ihould  oonclude  with  moving  for  the  land  f(;rvice  .of 
(this  year  the' number  of  195,000  men. 

<ieneral  TARLTON  &id  that  he  fliould  add  the  rdult  of  the 
avtUes  omitted,  amounting  to  580,000.  to  the  (um  of  the  efiicMt^ 
of  this  year,  ariling  from  the  articles  on  the  t»ble«    He  was  hapjpy 
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that  at  a'*period  fuch  as  this,  at  a  period  when  alarms  ^ctc  abfO^, 
and  fears  ofinvafion  cfttertaincd,  that  we  had  fuch  a  force  a> 
60,000  men  at  heme,' and  that  the  arnoy  in  the  colonics  amoum^ 
to  fo  large  a  body.     The  general  faid,  he  had  cxpefted  that  die 

*  honourable  Secretary  at  War  would  have  gone  more  into  detail 
Only  twelve  articles  were  ftated  in  the  accounts  and  efti mates  c: 
the  war  department  for  the  prcfent  year,  whereas  thofc  of  la  ft  year 
contained  nineteen  articles.  Confideririg  the  difproponion  bct\rcc:> 
thefe  ftatements,  furely  a  Houfe  of^Comnrwns  ought,  to  be  watch- 

•  ful.ovef  the  a(fts  of  Minifters,  but  cfpecially  a  new  Parliamcir. 
He  was  happy,  however,  thdt  at  a  period  of  alarm  the  forces  under 
•the  head  of  guards  and  ganifons  Were  60,567  ;  nor  did  theaccoofi' 
of  our  plantations  having  64,000  men  to  protcdl  them  Icfs  gra- 
tify his  feelings.  It  was  a  fourcc  of  iconfelation  ito  hrm  diat  A- 
large  a  provifion  had  been  made.  With  refpodt  to  tlic  regimcr?> 
of  li^t  dragoons^  he  (hould  have  thought  that  the  cxpence  of  raif- 
ing  and  maintaining  them  would  have  been  paid  by  the  Elaft^ India 
Company  themfelvcs.     They  weir,  he*,  thought,  as  well  srtjle  to 

'  pay  for  them  as  the  people  of  this  cbuntrJ^  Nay  more  fo.  At 
leaft  he  had  heard  the  refburces  of  India  extolled  by  certain  mm 
rather  more  than  thofc  of  Great  Britain.  With  rcfpcA  to  the 
360,000!-  for  recruiting  fervice,  it  rather  furprized  him,  as  there 
certainly  was  no'  occafion  for  recruiting  in  a  country  wberc<«equi. 
fitions  were  about  to  be  made.  Minifters  had  completely  al»fi- 
doned  the  old  mode  of  raifing  men,  and  therefore  it  was  that  Vc 
faw  no  propriety  in  that  charge.  Oh  the  fubjcdt  of  the  rcquifiricn 
itfelf  he  thought  it  was  a  meafure  of  necClIity,  not  altogether  objec- 
tionable ;  but  while  the  force  of  the  country,  beftdes  xegtilars, 
amounted  to  57,822  fcncibles,  and  43,864  militia-men,  a  rcqui- 
fition  on  the  mere  furmife  of  a  Miniftcr  was  not  a  mealure  that  a 
confiderate  Houfe  of  Commons  would  adopt.  Of  the  fenciblc 
corps  as  a  body,  he  had  little  or  no  knowledge  ;  but  he  prefumcd 
there  muft  be  individuals  amongft  them,  perhaps,  indeed,  the  M'holc 
of  them,  woul(5  be  found  as  ready  to  encounter  an  enemy  as  the 
regulars.  For  tlic  milifia,  again,  he  had  a  (inccre  refpcft,  becaufc 
it  was  compofed  of  the  mod  valuable  body  of  men  iti  thecounti). 
"  But  there  had  many  abufcs  crept  into  the  army,  which  he  could 
wifli  to  fee  reflified  :  among  others  that  of  having  batmen  iiv  almoft 
every  company.  This  was  particularly  inimical  to  the  true  in- 
terefts  of  the  country,  and  was  injurious  to  His' Majefty*s  fer- 
vice. Batmen,' he  faid,  were  a  dcfcription  of  men  who  were  t&kcn 
out  of  the  ranks,  to  fervc  the  oSiccrs  of  a  regjitneiit  in  meiual 

'  capacities* 
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In  making  diefe  feledions^  die  choice  always  fbll'-on  the  mfifi 
deferviiig  among,  the  privates  \  they  were,  ind^d,  thofe  moft  dif- 
.tinguiflied  for  honefty,  (bbriety,   and  perfonai  accomplilhments^ 
who  were  adopted  for  thofe  fervices.     Thus  the  very  men  who 
ought>  above  all  others^  to  be  kept  and  cherifhod  in  a  regiment, 
were  detached  from  it.     When  he  fervcd  in  the  army,  no  batmen 
•were  allowed*     There  was  likewife  a  conf^derable  expencc incurred 
without  any  reafon^  by  taking  fixteen  or  feventeen  ferjeants  to  ferv€ 
a3  mufidans*     This  he  confidered  as  having  mufic  at  too  great  a 
price,  and  as  a^aexpence  quite. Unnecelfary.     It  appeared  that  a  re^ 
-dilution  in  the  fenfibles  had  now  taken  place,  and  he  was  glad  that 
.the  advice  which  laft  year  had  been  given  from  that  fide  of  the 
Houfe  to  adopt  this  mcafure  had  at  lail  beeo  flowly  taken  up  and 
>  adied  upon  by  MinHlers.     If  the  extraordinaries,  fuch  as  barracks, 
.  ordnance,.  &c.  were  added,  the  tthole  cxpence  of  the  army  tiiis 
ytear  would  not  fall  (hart  of  Its  amount  laft  year.     There  was  a 
faiS  which  was  of  the  utmofl  importance,  well   deferving  of  the 
confideration  of  the   Houfc  of  Commons,  and  efpecially  of  a  new 
Parliament,  that  he  could  not  help  mentioning :  Laft  year  the  ex- 
pence  of  the  army  amounted  to  the  full  fum  of  the  revenue  of  this^ 
€ounfry,  the  year  previous  to  the  war.  •  If  the  army  coft  fo  much, 
how  were  the  other  expenccs  of  die  Government  to  be  defrayed  ? 
.  The. right  honourable  gentleman,  in  ftating  the  amount  of  the  army 
.  eftablifliment,  hail  not  given  any  particulars  of  its  application. 
His  Majefty's  fpeech,   however,  had  dire<£led  their  attention  to  the 
achievements  which  had  been  performed  by  our  troops  in  diiFereijt  - 

*  parts  of  the  world.  Where  then  were  the  inftances  in  which  the 
courage  and  condudt  of  our  troops  had  been  difplayed  ?  In  looking 
round  for  the  evidence  of  their  reputation,  it  appeared  rather  bor- 
rowed from  our  allies  than  conquered  from  the  enemy.  That  re- 
putation, no  doubt,  would  be  kcgt  in  the  beft  condition  in  order  to 
be  reftored.     It  might  be  fuppofed  to  weigh  fomething  in  a  ncgo- 

•  tiation  ;  but  he  hoped  it  would  not  be  allowed  to  impede  the  con- 
;  clufion  of  a  peace.  Where  then  had  the  troops  been  employed  ? 
.  His  Majefty*s  fpeech  formerly  had  held  out  great  promifes  of  eser- 
-  tions  in  the  Weft  Indies,  and  the  exploits  which  had  been  achieved 

in  that  quarter  had  been  confiderably  extolled.  He  did  not  think, 
however,  that  tliere  was  much  fubjedl  of  boaft.  The  armament 
which  had  been  equipped  for  expeditions  to  the  Weft  Indies  had 
been  attended  with  enormous  expence.  What  was  the  reafon  that 
/  the  full  advantage  which  it  might  have  been  expected  to  produce 
had  not  been  obtained  ?  Had  the  fleet  (ailed  too  late  in  the  feafoa. 
or  did  the  fault  lie  at  the  door  of  Minifters  ^    Whether  we  looked  at 
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ihe  genenS  4tfe  (tf  the  Weft  Indies,  or  at  {lOftioulnr'iflmdB,  diere 
wai$  not  nnidi  mom  lor  fitisfadtion  or  exuloition.  The  C«ibt  in 
ft:.  Vincent^  were ftiH  in  a4hiie  of  inTocreAion.  The  trariiles  ki 
Gaadatoopei  and  various  other  Mandsy  ftitl  intemipted  and  de- 
Ardyed  ihe  indufhy  of  the  inhabitants.  Vi^lor  Hughes  had  jirt 
teen  £flodged»  nor  his  operatioiis  difconcerted.  In  St«  DoRMgo, 
Idle  melancholy  ravage  tvMch  had  fbeen  made  iyj  difeaie  ^BMeA  no 
faCiflifaAbn  in  the  reriew.  Was  the  attempt  to  Mooe  dils  Hland 
to  be  {Ht^ecnled  at  l!he  expence  cf  4)e  lives  of  fe  many  gatlant  and 
tirave  men  ?  Atmoft  every  perfon  In  that  Houft  and  in  the  ^aantq^ 
had  to  latncnt  the  lofs  of  ^eir  friends,  brought  to  an  umimdy 
grave  ty  the  dreadful  moftali^  which  fweptovery  thing  4)efiire  it* 
If  we  confidercd  the  extent  of  the  armament,  tfiere  waa  femetlrii^ 
finely  faulty  in  the  pinn,  or  why  was  fliere  fo  Ktcle  obtamed  *for  §^ 
much  expence  and  fo  many  facriiices  i  Inquiries  had  -been  de- 
manded upon  this  fubjed/biit  inquiry  wascondnually  refifked4  Gon* 
tleanen  were  even  told  to  confide  in  Minifters,  as  if  it  had  not  been 
the  duty  of  Parliament  to  inquire  in«o  the  <x>nda6t  of  the  £xeci]- 
'tive<3overnmerrt.  Such  was  the  language  which  was  hdd  oat  lo 
the  new  Parliament  by  gehdemen  on  the  other  fide.  Inqaity  wva 
the  duty  of  the  Houfc  of  <]!ommons.  It  could  not  be  refilled  -by  a 
gdod  Minifter,  becaufe  it  tended  to  (kmonArate  die  wtfiiom  oV  his 
condudl ;  and  it  could  only  be  refufed  by  thofe  who  weie  afndd  to 
Tubmir  thdr  meafures  to  the  tcft  of  examination.  Upon  this  pdnt, 
however,  he  ihould  not  go  farther  at  prefent,  but  fhoidd  ^cofHent 
'himfelf  with  what  he  had  already  ftated. 

Colonel  SLOANE  faid,  that  die  milida  were  upon  the  fame 
«fbodng  as  regutor  troops,  with  regard  to  the  fervants  icept  by 'the 
officers ;  and '  that  ^is  was  an  allowance  perfedly  anderflood  to  be 
<k)itflftent  with  the  cftablifhment. 

General  TARLETON  faid,  it  was  true  that  officers  were  fame- 
times  allowed  to  have  a  fervant  who  were  exempted  from  duty  ; 
but  die  difference  between  a  good  and  a  bad  regiment  coitiiftod  tn 
die  number  of  men  taken  out  of  the  ranks,  and  exempted  fnm 
duty.  In  the  x  6di  Light  Dragoons,  in  which  he  had  ierv«dy 
^Wnc  were  allowed.  In  the  militia,  the  officers  were  chiefly  nMn 
-of 'fortune  \rho  were  able  to  provide  themfelves  with  fervants  in  a 
'diHercnt  manner,  and  at  fueh  a  time  as  this,  to  take  fifty  or  itxty 
men 'from  the  ranks,  was  certainly  no  inconfiderable  inconve- 
nteiice. 

'Colonel  SLOANE  laid,  d\at  in  die  regiMmt  of  militia  to  vAMtk 
<he  belonged  die  fervants  of  officers  were  called  upon  to  mrfbna 
altthe  details  of  a  field  day. 
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Cdbnid  GASCOYNI  rofi)  and  (aki.  Sir.  I  do  nee  rife  with 
OR  intention  of  taking  any  pavt  in  the  debate,  more  than  to  fet  the 
righC  homufable  gendeman  rights  with  refpeA  to  eftskbliihed  mil^ 
nary  eulRoms,  if  baHnen  wtrt  not  allewed  to  oflScen  ih  Amcricay 
at  in  that  part  where  A^  honourable  general  fervod,  it  muA  have 
been  owing  to  thepceuliariqr  of  the  fervlee,  and  not  from  imy  ei^ 
tabliflied  rule  of  the  armjr*  During  to  campaigns  I  had  the  hch 
nour  to  ferve  on  the  continenti  every  officer  in  pioportion  to  his 
military  rank,  had  batmen  aDow^ed  him,  nor  b  the  cvliom  confl- 
ncd  to  our  militaTy  eftaUUhment ;  die  Aoftriam,  PrulSans,  Hef* 
fians,  and  every  defcriptton  of  military  I  had  e^er  the  hono^  to 
ierve  with,  aUowed  batmen  to  the  officers ;  in  ca(b  of  abMute  n^ 
oefiky,  they  were  oedered  to  fall  into  the  ranka  agiin,  but  in  gh 
fieral,  femned  a  gi^rd  to  die  bogpfc  of  the  army,  nor  do  I  think 
h  neoeffiiry  we  ibould  depart  from  fueh  a  cuftomf  when  we  have 
an  example  tar  continQiag  it  in  the  beft  difeipUned  troops  in  Europe* 
Widi  rdfpeft  to  the  mortality  latdy  prevalent  in  St.  Domingo,  I 
am  happy  to  afiure  die  Houfe  from  authority,  that  due  lateft  aecount^ 
mentfon  the  malignancy  of  it  having  almoft  fobfided,  nor  <an  I 
itt  any  ftrong  argunienta  ibr  our  rdinqutflm^  that  ifland,  fiom 
the  late  deplorable  mortality  amongft  our  tfdopa ;  fer  nptwitUland* 
ling  an  enemy  muft  be  well  aware  of  the  fiitality  of  diat  eltmatey 
we  plainly  perceive  by  the  exertions  to  r^in  it,  they  place  no 
fmaU  effianation  on  k  ;  I  have  been  Ais  day  informed  bom  good 
authority,  that  we  have  by  the  beft  returns  from  thefeveral  iilands 
in  the  Weft  Indies,  1 8,000  effedave  men  there  fit  for  duty. 

General  TARLETON  explained. 

Mr.  HUSSEY  defired  to  know  what  was  die  number  of  effofiive 
men  among  the  1 95,000  contained  in  die  rcfolution. 

The  SECRETARY  AT  WAR  replied,  that  he  was  twt  pre- 
pared  to  give  any  anfwer  to  the  queftion. 

Mr.  FOX  faid  he  had  heard  it  alledged  that  the  engag^ent  made 
on  the  part  of  this  country  with  the  Maroons  had  not  been  fdth- 
fully  adhered  to.  He  underflood  this  to  be  the  declared  opinion 
of  an  officer,  with  whom  he  had  not  the  honour  of  being  perfonal- 
ly  acquainted^  but  of  whofe  militaiy  talents  and  private  worth  he 
had  a  highopink)n,  from  what  he  had  frequently  heard  of  him. 
That  officer  had  been  in  a  fituation  which  enaUed  him  to  judge 
of  tha  dfcumfiance  to  which  he  alluded ;  and  therefore  die  opinion 
of  fudi  a  perfon  had  great  weight  with  him.  The  Committee 
woidd  eafily  concdve  dutt  he  alluded  to  Colonel  Walpok.-— This 
Was,  however^  nodiing  but  a  report,  and  ids  diief  ob^  for  alln- 
diqg  to  ft  wail  to  kam  what  credit  it  dciervcd. 
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Mr.  BRYAN' EDWARDS.  Not  having,  liad  the  faunxir  of 
a  feat  in  this  Houfe  -until  the  prefent  Parliament,  it  Tnar  appear 
very  prefumptuous  in  me  to  call  the  attetition  of  the  Houfe  to  any 
obfcrvations  of  mine  ;  but  being  perfectly  well  acquainted  with  the 
fubjeft  to  which  the  right  honourable  gentleman  alludes,  I  bag  the 
indulgence  of  the  Houfe  while  I  ftate  a  (hort  hiftory  of  the  Ma^ 
nx>n  Negroes ;  the  caufe  of  the  late  war  between  thofe  people. and 
the  inhabitants  of  Jamaica,  and  the  condudi  of  the  Colonial  Aficin- 
bly  in  the  termination  of  the  bufincfs. 

The  Maroon  Negroes,  Sir,  are  the  defcendants  of  the  SpanUh 
Negroes,  who,  when  the  Ifland  furrendered  to  the  Engliib  in  1 655, 
took  to  the  woods.  You  will  find  in  Thurlow's  Sate,  papers  an 
account  of  them,  which  was  tranfmitted  to  Gove^nmcxit  by  Gene- 
ral Venables.  He  relates  <^  that  it  was  impoffible  to  come  to  onjr 
treaty  with  them — that  they  mere  wild  and  lawlefs  favages^  who 
had  no  moral  feife,  and  on  whom  neither  perfuafions  nor  gentle- 
nefs  could  make  any  impreffipn."  They  were  therefore  left  in 
poflfeflion  of  the  interior  country  and  continued  maftcrs  of  it  for 
near  a  century  ;  murdering  without  mercy  all  fuch  white  pcrfons 
as  attempted  to  make  any  fettlements  near  them,  not  fparing  even 
the  women  and  children.  In  the  year  1739,  Governor  Trclaw- 
ney  entered  into  a  treaty  with  them,  granting  them  fecurity  and 
freedom  on  certain  conditions,  and  compelling  them  to  refide  iri 
towns  or  villages  apart  from  the  Negroes  in  fervitude.  In  the  year 
1760  I  became  acquainted  with  thefe  people,  and  I  foon  obferved 
that  they  were  fufpicious  allies,  and  would,  fome  time  or  other,  be- 
came very  formidable  enemies.  Yet  it  is  not  true,  as  was  ftated  in 
this  Houfe,  that  the  inhabitants  of  Jamaica  wifhed  to  get  rid  of 
them.  The  inhabitants,  in  general,  conceived  the  higheft  opinion 
of  their  utility,  and  treated  them  with  the  utmoft  kindnefs :  they 
never  afkcd  a  favour  of  Government  or  of  the  affembly  that  was 
refufed  them. 

Concerning  the,  origin  of  the  late  war,  the  cafe  was  this  :  Two 
of  the  Maroons  having  been  guilty  of  a  felony  in  the  town  of  Mon- 
tcgo  Bay,  by  dealing  from  a  poor  man  two  of  his  pigs,  were  tried 
according  to  law,  and  according  to  the  very  letter  of  their  treaty, 
and  fcntenced  to  receive  a  few  laAies  at  a  cart's  tail.  The  fen- 
tcnce  was  mild,  and  the  puniQiment  not  fevere ;  but  the  whole 
body  of  the  Trelawney-town  Maroons,  in  revenge  for  the  indignity 
offered  to  two  of  their  number,  immediately  took  to  arms,  and  foon 
afterwards  aSually  proceeded  to  fet  fire  to  the  plantations.  Sir,  I 
fhall  not  take  up  the  time  of  the  Houfe  by  a  long  detail  of  milita^ 
tranfadions.     The  gallant  officer  whom  the  right  bonourabk  gp^ 
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tleman  named,  (G>1.  Walpole)  had  undoabtedly  the  merit,  tmder 
the  judicious  orders  of  the  E^l  of  Balcarres,  of  putting  an  end  to . 
this  moft  unnatural  and  unprovoked  rebellion ;  and  if  thofe  two 
diftinguifhcd  perfons  differed  in  opinion  concerning  the  terms  and 
conditions  on  ivhich  the  Maroons  furrendered,  it  is  exceedingly  to 
be  lamented.  "They  both  deft;  ved  equally  well  of  the  community 
and  the  country  at  large.  Such,  however,  I  am  forry  to  fay  was 
the  fact,  and  the  Governor  therefore  very  properly  left  the  whote 
to  the  determination  of  the  Affembly.  Sir,  the  firft  conditions  on 
which  the  Maroons  were  to  furrender,  were  thefe ;.  ift,  That  they 
fhould  on  a  day  appointed  give  up  their  arms  and  furrender  all  the 
fugi^v^  enflaved  negroes  who  had  joined  them,  ad.  That  they 
(hould  aflc  the  King's  pardon  on  their  knees.  On  thefe  terms 
their  lives  were  to  be  fpared,  and  permiflion  grants  them  to  remain 
in  the  country.  Now,  Sir,  it  is  a  facl  not  to  be  denied  that  they 
did  not  furrender  on  the  day  fixed  ;  and  that  they  did  not,  then 
or  on  any  day  afterwards,,  give  up  the  fugitive  n^roes.  I  do,  not 
believe  that  Colonel  Walpole  avers  that  they  did.  Colonel  Wal- 
pole, Sir,  who  is  not  lefs  diftinguiAied  for  his  humanity  than  his 
bravery,  thinks,  I  believe,  that  it  would  have  been  generous  in  the 
AiTen^bly  to  have  imputed  their  not  furrendering  in  time  to  their 
ignorance,  rather  than  to  any'wilfiil  delay  ;  and  politic  to  have  let 
them  remain  in  the  country ;  but  I  do  not  conceive  that  he  charges 
cither  the  Earl  of  Balcarres  or  the  Aflfembly  with  treachery.  The 
Affembly,  however,  thought  dii&reptly  from  Colonel  Walpole,  and  ' 
that  men  who  had  violated  their  allegiance,  and  entered  into  a 
bloody  and  cruel  war,,  without  provocation,  were  unfit  to  remain 
in  the  jfland  ;  yet,  in  the  difpofal.of  thefe  people,  they  manifefted 
a  degree  of  generofity  and  tendemefs  which  is  without  example^ 
Sir,  after  providing  them  with  fit  and  proper  clothing  for  a  change 
of  climate,  the  Aflembly  fent  them  to  America,  and  appointed  thre« 
gentlemen  to  accompany  them  thither  with  a  fum  of  25^0001.  to 
purchafe  lands  for  their  future  fettlement,  and  for  their  maintenance 
for  the  firft  year,  after  which  it  is  hoped  the  example,  of  the  white 
people,  with  whom  they  are  fettled,  and  being,  removed  from  the 
former  wild  and  favage  way  of  life,  they  may  become  a  ufeful  body 
of  yeomanry.  I  will  only  add  one  word  more.  Sir,  there  is  now 
a  gentleman  in  this  town,  who  converfed  with  the  Maroons  the 
night  before  they  failed,  and  who  aflfures  me  that  they  expreis 
themfelves  well  fatisfied  with  the  condudt  of  the  aflfembly  towards 
them,  and  declared,  that  having  converfed  with  fome  American 
Negroes  concerning  the  country  to  which  they  were  gping,  they 
Vol.  h  S 
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Aid  they  vmrt  content  tb  go.  I  hope  therefore  ve  IhsU  liear  ao 
jrtiore  of  the  bufinefs. , 

Mr.  WILBERFORCE  faid,  the  honourable  gcndcimn 
who  had  juft  fat  down,  appeared  to  be  perfectly  well  prcpaicd  on 
the  fubjoA.  With  regard  to  the  origin  of  the  war  of  the  Marocmsy 
he  confefled  he  did  not  know  more  than  any  other  gentleman  ;  he 
had  heard  diflcrent  and  contradictory  aecoants.  He  would  only 
obferve,  that  with  refpeA  to  the  Maroons,  d)ey  had  no  reprefenta- 
tivet  in  that  Houfe  to  iland  up  in  their  behalf^- but  the  Planten 
had.  One  ocher  vemaiii  he  would  make  ;  it  was  for  the  purpofe 
of  that  alone  he  had  taken  the  liberty  of  troubling  the  Houfe. 
The  honourfible  gentleman  (Mr.  Edwards)  had  faid  the  Maroons 
.  were  not  fit  fubjeds  for  lenity.  Whether  they  were  or  were  not, 
he  could  not  take  upon  him  to  determine.  '  The  Maroons,  hcyw- 
ever,  had  been  for  1 40  years  on  the  Ifland,  and  he  conceived  dicy 
were  fit  fubjcAs  of  inftru6lion,  if  they  were  fo  untutored  as'  dew 
fcribed.  They  had  been  Britifh  fubjed^s ;  but  he  was  yet  to  learn 
whether  any  (leps  had  ever  been  taken  to  in(faiid  them,  or  to  bring 
them  to  a  true  knowledge  of  the  blcflings  of  ChriAiantty.  It  \iraa 
now  near  a  century  fince  any  attempt  had  hecn  made  to  convert 
the  Africans  to  Chriftianity,  at  lead  none  had  been  made  which 
he  knew  of.  If  there  had  been  any,  he  (hould  hear  it  mentioned 
with  iatisfiadion.  He  did  not  (land  up  as  the  advocate  of  the  con* 
dud  of  the  Maroons,  but  he  thought  the  neceflary  means  had  not 
been  taken  tn  make  them  acquainted  with  habits  of  virtue,  which 
if  inculcated  in  their  minds,  might  have  prevented  their  having 
been  guilty  of  the  excefles  imputed  to  them. 

M.  B.  EDWARDS  in  reply  faid,  when  betook  the  Iftiertjrof 
ahfwering  the  charge  of  the  jight  honourable  Member  over  the  way 
(alluding  to  Mr.  Fox)  refpedling  the  faith  of  the  country  having 
been  broken  ;  he  did  fo,  bccaufe  he  knew  the  affertion  was  not 
tf  ue.  Colonel  Walpole  could  not  fay  it  had  been  brake  ;  although 
he  difapproved  of  the  meafures  agaihft  the  Maroons.  He  did  iKit 
expe£t,  after  he  had  anfwered  one  obfervation  to  have  another 
ftaited.  Now  the  Planters  are  accufed  of  not  inftruding  the  Ma« 
loons  in  religion,  and  initiating  them  in  the  habits  of  civilized,  life. 
When  objedlions  were  ftarted  upon  fpeculative  grounds,  there 
was  no  end  to  them.  Were  he  called  upon  to  deliver  his  own 
private  opinion  upon  the  fubjed,  he  would  perhaps  difapprove  of 
the  mode  of  confining  the  Maroons  to  feparate  communities  ;  hot 
fituated  as  they  were  in  this  refped^,  they  fpoke  a  language  of  their 
cywn,  and  of  courfe  being  unacquainted  with  the  language  of  the 
ifland,  they  were  not  capable  of  benefiting  from  the  common  means 
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of  inftrafBon,  a  circttmftance  vthUii,  of  itfelf,  was  a  ibfiiekfit  tep\y 

to  the   obje£)ion  of  the  honourable  gentleman*     Their  language 

vm%  a  mixture  of  the  S()dni(b>  and.  another  language^  which  made  it 

impoflible  to  tca^h  thotn  the  principles  of  religion.     He  thought 

"Whoever  took  it  in  hand  would  have  bard  .work  to  make  Chrif- 

tiaru  of  them.     They  were  (o  addicted  to  pcdlyganly,  that  it  wou)d 

require  the  utmoft  exertion  of  human  ingenuity  to  cofiBne  them  to 

one  woman.     He  Was  contented  wkh  orie-  w^vijuin, .  bpt  he  was 

fure  lie  Maroon  was.     With  regard  to,  inftruAingtbem.b^  fetid- 

ing  Clergymen  among  theiyii  he  believed  (uch  an  attetnpe  would  be 

impoflible^  for  he  did  not  know  any  Clergyman  that  would  much 

like  to  go.     To  his  certain  knowledge,  the  Maroons  were  Can- 

nibalsv      He  was  fure  if  a  Clergyman  was  to  be  ient  to  them, 

inftead  of  liftcning  to  his  do£(rine$,  they  would  cat  him  up.     He 

bcHeved  that  under  all  thefe  circumftances  the  honourable  genik* 

man  would  have  funK  difficulty  to  make  (hem  converts  ;  but  there 

was  no  mode  of  profelytifm  which  he  (Mr.  Wilberibrce)  coidd 

fuggci^,  that  would  ftiike  him  with  furptize,  after  havin  g  once 

heard  him  propoTe,  on  the    moment  that  a  fhip  arrives   from 

Africay  to  fend  a  Qergyman  with  a  pail  of  water  to  baptize  all 

her  cargo,   without  ever  previoufly  attempting  to  inftil  into  th^lr 

minds  the  principles  of  rdigton,  or  to  inform  them  refpc^ling  the 

nature  and  end  of  the  cerenxMiy. 

Mr.  WILBERFORCE  apologised  for  having  made  an  oUer- 
vation  which  was  fo  foreign  from  the  prefent  queftion  before  Aie 
Committee.  He  was  happy,  however,  to  find  that  the  honourable 
gentleman  who  (poke  laft  ^;reed  with  him  fo  far  that  the  Maroons 
ought  not  to  have  been  fecluded  from  the  common  fociety  of  tiie 
iiiand,  by  mingling  in  which  they  might  gradually  have  acquired 
civtji^  fentimcnts  and  manners.  For  his  own  part  be  did  not 
mean  that  people  (hould  go  and  reflde  among  them,  all  he  wifhed 
to  inter  was  that  they  ought  to  have  received  fuch  inflru^ions  as 
was  poflible  to  give  them  ;  their  children  at  lead  might  have  been 
taken  and  educated. 

Mr.  EDWARDS  explained,  that  when  he  talked  of  their  being 
kept  in  fcparate  communities,  he  did  not  ifiean  that  this  was  the 
fault  of  the  Government,  but  of  their  own  pervcrfenefs  of  difpofi- 
tion.  They  had  been  Hequently  invited  to  fettle  in  the  towns, 
and  every  encouragement  offered  to  them,  but  they  would  never 
liften  to  any  invitation,  not  be  allured  by  any  encouragement  which 
could  be  held  forth.  He  was  forry  to  find  that  the  honourable 
gentleman  (Mr.  Wilberforce)  entertained  ideas,  aiid  indulged  him^ 
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felf  in  the  formadon  of  plans  totally  inconfiftent  with  human  na- 
fare,  and  the  prefent  condition  of  man. 

Mr.  FOX  was  extremely  glad  that  he  had  faid  the  few  words 
that  he  did  upon  the  late  tranfaSions  with  the  Maroons^,  as  it  had 
given  rife  to  the  explanation  of  the  honourable  gentleman  (Mr. 
Edwards),  and  from  the  fadts  which  had  been  adduced,  he  would 
not  accufe  the  government  of  Jamaica  of  keeping  bad  faith  with  the 
Maroons,  more  than  he  would  accufe  Shylock,  ivi  the  Merchant  of 
Venice,  of  a  breach  of  contrad ;  it  appeared  that  they  had  adhered 
ffa-idly  to  the  letter  of  their  engagement.     From  what  had  been 
(aid,  it  was  evident  that  Colonel  Walpole  thought  either  that  the 
treaty  was  not  kept,  or  that  It  was  too  Aridly  kept ;  and,  bccaufe 
the  honourable  gentleman  differed  in  opinion  from  thatOfficer,  it 
did  not  follow  that  he  was  right,  and  that  the  Colonel  was  wroi^. 
He  hoped  therefore  that  they  would  have  fomc  farther  account  of 
the  bufinefs  from  Minifters,  either  on  this  or  on  a  future  day  ;   and 
that  Colonel  Walpole*s  opinion,  which  was  certainly  of  great  im- 
portance, fhould  be  fairly  ftated  to  the  Houfe.     The  honourable 
gendeman  had  ftated  that  the  Maroons  Were  fent  away  with  great 
attention  ;  and  that  they  would  form  a  ufeful  body  of  yeomaniy  in 
another  quarter  of  His  Majefty's  dominions.     He  agreed  with 
himj  that  the  moft  likely  way  to  render  theip  ufeful  was  to  remove 
them  from  fcenes  of  cruelty^  and  the  fight  of  flavcry.     But  he 
maintained  that  tranfportation  was  what  they  were  extremely  averfe 
to,  and  that  |he  Government  had  fcnt  them  to  North  America   in 
violation  of  the  treaty  which  it  had  formed  with  them.     He  hoped 
that  die  fubjed  would  come  before  the  Houfe  on  a  future  day,  and 
that  Minifters  would  be  prepared  to  vindicate  the  propriety  of  the 
meafures  which  they  had  countenanced. 

'JThe  refolutions  were  then  put  feparately,  and  carried  ncm^  cm^ 
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A  CORRECTED  ESTIMATE  of  RECEIPTS  and  PAY- 
MENTS  madci  or  to  be  vmAc,  by  the  Eaft- India  Company, 
in  England,  from  the  ift  of  March  1796,  to  the  id  of  March 
^797  »  containing  the  a£hial  Receipts  and  Payments  from  the 
I  ft  of  March  to  the  ift  of  September  1796,  and  continued  by 
eftimate  to  the  ift  of  March  1797. 


RECEIPTS. 

Caik  in  the  Treafuiy  cm  ift  March  1796 
(Morning)  exclufive  of  duty 
on  tea  £.  459»397 

CompBiw's  goods  fold  and  to 

be  fold  6,380,300 

Honourable  Board  of  Ord- 
nance, for  falt-petre  delivered    60,000 

Private  tivdc  and  Dutch  goods 
fold  to  the  ill  of  September 
1796  1,508,488 

Charees  and  profit  on  private 
trade  and  Dutch  gooos  fold 
to  ift  of  September  1796         154,430 

Cuftoms  on  private  trade  61,956 

Freight  on  ditto  s6|628 

One  year's  intereft  at  3I.  per 
cent,  pef^nn.  on  1,207,5^1. 
15s.  tnc  Company's  (hare  of 
the  annuities  transferred  to 
the  Bank,  agreeably  'to  a/&  of 
Parliament 

Perfons  rctumf  d  from  India 

Government  for  ftores  and  fiip- 
plies  to  His  Majefty's  troops, 

Chinforah  caufe 

Money  borrowed  of  the  Bank 


36,226 
24,700 

35i»5io 

59*307 
250,000 

£'  9.37«,94« 


Bahnce   agaixjft  the   ift   of 
March  1797  1,028,275 


£,  10,401,217 


PAYMENTS.    ' 

Cuftoips  iC*  1 1 1 1 0,328 

Freight  and  demorage  1 ,95 1 , 1 14 

Goods  and  ftores  exported  1 ,218,877 
India  debt 


Bills  of  exchange  firom  India 
and  China 

Bonds  granted  to  the  re^iftered 
creditors  of  the  Rajah  of 
Tanjore 

Bullion  exported 

Puichafe  of  teas,  &c. 

Charges  on  merchandize,  in- 
cluding fupra  cargoes,  com- 
miflion.  and  intereft  on 
loans,  &c. 

Alms-houfes  at  Poplar 

Dividends  on  flock,  an4  in- 
tereft on  bonds 

*^ 

Bonds  paid  off  and  to  be 
paid  off 

Proprietors  of  private  trade 

Balances  of  Dutch  goods  fold 
under  the  a£l  of  34  Geo.  III. 
cap.  80. 

Buyen  of  tea  retamed 

Warrants  paffed  the  Court  on- 
paid 

Seamen  for  Government 

Chinfurah  caufc 
Captains  whole  ftiipi  will  be 
worn  out 

Money  paid  the  Bank 

Government  for  troops,  &c. 


518,839 
755,97* 

43.31^ 
458,186 

10,141 


90S»74r 
i.«94 

707,677 

5»9f59« 
89«fii9 


7784*8 
1,160 

74,600 

15,608 

165 


90, 

1501 
200,000 


£,  10,401,217 


Eaft-India  Houfe, 
the  28tfa  of  O£tober^  ^T9^f 


Errors  excq>ted. 

W.  RICHARDSON, 
Accompcant. 
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An  ACCOXINT  of  the  Nctt  Ppddttoe  of  Ac  PERMANENT 
TAXES,  which  fubfif^ed  previous  to  the  5thof  Jmuary  tjgi, 
in  the  ycart  endii^  f}\e  loth  of  Odober  1795  and  1796  re- 
fpedively ;  adding  thereto  the^iflTerence  between  the  produce  of 
the  duties  on  home-ipade  Sphit$  in  each  year  refpedivdy,  and  the 
average  produce  thereof  in  three  years,  ending  the  i  otfi  of  Odo- 
ber  1794;  and. adding  likewife  the  amount  of  the  funis  paid 
from  the  revenue  of  cuftoms  on  account  of  bounties  for  Com  itn- 
ported,  or  bounties  for  railing  Seamen. 

In  the  vcars 
ending  Odober  1  oth,    ' 

1795 
Produce  of  the  permanent  taxes  which 


fubfiftcd  previous  to  1 791      -      '3»353»57^ 

Lofs  on  the  duties  of  the  didilleiy 

which  fubfiflcd  previous  to  1791*       -     *     •     , 

Bounties  on  com  paid  out  of  the  re- 
venue of  cuftoms     -.----,.--    449,381 

Bounties  paid  out  of  the  revenue  of 

cuftoms  for  railing  feamen     ^     -     116,935  51,491 

£'  i3.47«>»507       13^853,379 


^■^^^ 


Trcafury  Chambers, . 

Oaober  27th,  1796.  GEORGE  ROSE* 

^  The  produce  of  the  old  duties,  on  home-made  fpirits  in  the  ytu 
ending  loth  Odober,  1795*  exceeded  the  average  of  the  three  preceding 
years. 


An  ACCOUNT  of  the  Amount  of  the  Old  Duty  on  BRITISH 
SPIRITS,  paid  into  the  Exchequer,  in  the  year  ending  loth 
Oiftober,  1795. 

England     -  -     -     711,838      o     o 
]  R.  WARtNG,  Accomptant  General. 

Scotland     -  .     -        36,000      o     o 

P.  Bartlett,  Accomptant  General. ... 

G.  J.  CHOLMONDELEY, 
Excifc  Office,  H.  REVELEY, 

27thOaober.  1796.  J.  OLMIUS, 

T.  CASWALL, 
A.  PUIPPS. 


Oct.  ai.J 


DEBATES* 


»S5 


Att  ACCOUNT  of  Ac  Amount  of  the  Old  Duty  on  BRITISH 
SPIRITS  (paid  into  the  Exchequer)  for  three  years,  ending  the 
loth  of  Odobcr  1794*  diftinguiihing  each  year;  alfo  thfe 
Amount  of  the  Old  Duty  on  Britifh  Spirits  (paid  into  the  Ex- 
chequer) for  the  year  ending  the  loth  ofOQjdbet,  ijg6^ 


ENGLAND. 


f   179a 


Years  ending  the  i  otb  OSober  <     1 7  9  j 

I  ^79+ 


644,104  o 
603,402  o 
655*658  o 


J. 

o 

o 


•>•■ 


M» 


Year  ending  the   loth  Odober     1 796  98,207     o     o 


R.  Waring,  Accomptant  General. 
SCOTLAND. 
Y^rs  ending  the  i  oth  Ofiober 

Years  ending  the  i  oth  Obober     1796 

P.  Bartlett,  Accomptant  General. 

G.  J.  CHOLMONDELEY^ 
Excifc  Office,  H.  REVELEY, 

London,  27th04Jobcr,  1796.      J.  OLMIUS, 

T.  CASWALL, 
A.  PHIPPS. 


36,000  o     o 

36,000  e     o 

36,000  o     6 

p    .  ■■■■■    I  I    II 1 1 

18,000     o     o 


3=ac3B 


ii*" 


An  ACCOUNT  of  the  BOUNTIES  paid  from  the  Com- 
xnencement  of  the  AA  of  the  thirty-fixth  of  His  Majcfty, 
cap.  2 1 .  on  CORN  imported  into  the  fcveral  Ports  of  Great 
Britain  to  the  i  oth  of  Oftobcr,  1 7  96. 

£.  449*381      18     8 


InfpeAor  Gcncnl's  Office, 
Cufiom  Houfe,  Londt^, 
a7th06tobcr,  1796. 


THOMAS  IRVING, 

Infpc<£h>r  General  of  the  Imports 
and  Exports  of  Great  Britaia. 
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An  ACCOUNT  of  the  BOXJNTIES  paid  to  SEAMEN  in  the 
feveral  Ports  of  Great  Britain,  purfuant  to  the  Aft  of  the  thirtf- 
fifth  of  His  MajeAy,  cap.  9.  from  the  commencement  of  the 
laid  ad  to  the  loth  of  Oftober  17959  and  from  the  loth  of 
0£tober  1795  to  the  loth  of  Oflobcr  1796. 

Year  ending  the  loth  of  Oftober  1 795      ^.11 6,935      2      9^ 
Year cndingthe  loth  of  OAober  1796  5i>49t      9      o^ 

THOMAS  IRVING, 
^  Infpe£lor  General  of  the  Imports 

Infpedor  General's  Office,  and  Exports  of  Great  Britain. 

Cuftom  Houfe,  London, 
27th  Odlober,  1796. 


Monday,   2^th0^ober. 

The  SPEAKER  acquainted  the  Houfc,  that  Norman  M*Lcod, 
Efq.  who  petitioned  ^gainft  the  eledion  for  Melbourne  Port,  and 
Peter  Botham,  £(q.  who  petitioned  againft  the  eleftion  for  Guild- 
ford, had  not  entered  thtir  recognizance  upon  faid  petidons  coit- 
formably  to  aft  of  Parliament. 

The  orders  for  hearing  the  faid  petitions  were  difchaiged. 

Mr.  STURT  moved,  that  the  following  papers  be  laid  before 
the  Houfe  :  An  account  of  the  navy  and  viftuaMing  bills  which 
have  been  regiftered  from  the  31ft  of  December  1795,  to  the  ift 
of  Oftober  1796  ;  an  account  of  all  the  bills  iflued  for  the  tranf- 
port  fervice,  from  the  31ft  of  December,  to  the  ift  of  Oftober, 
1796  ;  an  account  of  the  money  received  upon  the  lottery,  for 
1796  ;  an  account  of  the  money  iflued  upon  the  land  ahd  malt 
taxes  for  1 796  ;  an  account  of  the  fums  received  upon  the  vote  of 
credit  for  1 796  ;  an  account  of  the  fums  advanced  by  the  Bank  of 
England  for. the  public  fervice  fince  the  31ft  of  December  1795, 
and  outftanding  on  the  ift  of  Oftober  1796. 

The  papers  were  ordered  to  be  made  out. 

In  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe  upon  the  aft  of  laft  Seffion 
of  Parliament,  for  regnlating  the  importation  and  exportation  of 

Mr.  RYDER  faid,  that  although  the  abundance  of  the  laft  har- 
veft  had  occafioncd  a  diminution  of  the  price  of  bread,  yet  he  did 
not  think  it  would  be  prudent  for  the  Houfe  to  relax  its  folicitude. 
It  was  true  the  prefcnt  ftate  of  the  corn-market  was  fuch  as  give 
him  reafon  to  hope  that  the  price  of  flour  would  eff'cftually  prevent 
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exportation  ;  but  thtfc  proTpeds  coold  not,  he  tliought,  jufHfy  the 
inftant  repeal  of  the  provifions  which  had  been  made  bv  the  laft 
Parliament.  He  would  therefore  propofc  that  a  bill  (hould  be 
brought  in  which  (hould  embrace  three  points  :  ift,  To  prohibit 
the  exportation  of  com,  flour,  meal,  and  potatoes  ;  2d,  To  encou- 
rage the  importation  of  com,  flour,  meal,  and  potatoes;  and  .3d, 
To  allow  the  importation  of  all  forts  of  provifioi>«,  free  of  duty. 
The  bill  he  (hould  propofe  might  be  altered  os  repealed  aj\y  time  in 
the  courfc  of  the  prefent  SetTion,  in  cafe  a  fell  fbould  take  place  it! 
the  price  of  corn,  before  the  next  hafvcft. 

The  Houfe  being  refumed, 

Mr.  HOBART  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  the  biD. 
*  Leave  was  given. 

Tuefdaft   25//>  OSlober. 

The  bill  for  the  annual  duty  on  malt  pafled  the  Committee  of 
the  whole  Houfe,  and  the  Report  was  ordered  to  be  received  to- 
morrow. 

The  land-tax  bill  was  alfo  committed  to  a  Commltee  of  the 
whc4e  Houfe. 

Mr.  ROSE  ftated,  that  this  bill  was  the  fame  as  that  of  laft  and 
former  years  with  one  exception,  and  that  was  with  regaid  to  the 
condu£^  of  the.aflcflbrs.  Upon  diat  fubjedi  he  (hould  propofe  a 
claufe,  requiring  that  the  aiieflbrs  (hould  take  a  certain  oath,  that 
they  would  inquire  into  the  real  annoal  value  of  all  lands,  &c.  of 
which  they  were  a(re(rors,  and  would  without  ^vour  or  aflfe<%on,  . 
prejudice  or  malice,  aiTefs  every  peribn  charged  with  the  land-tax, 
in  a  fair,  impartial  and  equal  manner,  according  to  fuch  valo^ 
&c.  He  propofed  this  on  account  of  there  having  been  many 
complaints  made  of  partiality  in  the  afleifors.  This  was  a  mea- 
fure  not  at  all  of  a  public  concern  any  farther  than  regarded  the 
due  performance  of  duty  in  the  a(re(lbrs  of  the  land-tax.  An  oath 
to  this  tfk&.  was  adminifteicd  to  the  a/TeiferB  of  all  the  odier  af- 
ie(fed  taxes. 

This  claufe  was  brought  up  and  made  part  of  the  bill,  which 
then  pQ(rcd  the  Committee,  and  the  report  was  ordered  to  be 
received  to  morrow. 

In  a  Committee  of  tbt  whole  Hou(e  on  the  bill  for  augment- 
ing the  militia,  &c. 

Mr.  ROSE  faid,  that  a  claufe  he  (hould  propoie,  and  which 

.  the    Committee    would    have  to    confider,  was,   that  when   the 

militia  of  die  kingdom  wkfj^  at  any  future  period  be  enndled. 

Vol.  K  T 
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The  daufe  was  s^rped  to,  and  the  Houfe  being  refumed,  dia 
report  was  brought  up,  and  ordered  to  be  taken  finrther  into  ooq^ 
fideration  on  Monday,  and  to  be  printed. 

Thurfdajy  t'jih  Oefober. 

The  land  and  malt-tax  bills  were  r6ad  a  third  time,  pafled,  ^Oid 
ordered  to  be  carried  to  the  Lords. 

Friday y    29th  Ocfvifr. 

rThe  order  of  the  day  being  moved  for  a  Committee  of  Supply, 
and  the  motion  bt  ing  ni^de  that  the  Speaker  do  now  leave  the 
chair,  the  Houfe  accordingly  rtfolved  itfclf  into  the  faid  Com- 
mittee, Mr.  Hobart  in  the  chair. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT.  The  propofition  I  now  wifli  to 
fubmit  to  the  Committee  is  calculated  in  its  operation  to  remove 
out  of  the  market  a  great  variety  of  navy  and  exchequer  bills, 
which  in  confequence  of  having  fallen  to  a  confiderable  difcount, 
tend  in  their  prefent  (late  matcri:iUy  to  injure  the  public  credit,  to 
obftrudt  the  intercourfe  of  commerce,  and  impede  the  fources  of 
the  national  profperity.  Such  a  meafure  muft  appear  in  itfelf  fo 
defirablc,  that  I  flatter  niyfelf  that  it  will  require  but  few  words 
from  me  to  enforce  its  propriety,  and  that  its  beneficial  tendency 
will  on  the  firft  view  command  the  general  affent  and  approbation 
of  the  Houfe.  It  will  be  recollc(ited  that  at  the  commencement 
of  this  war  regulations  were  adopted  that  navy  bilU,  which  had 
before  been  ifTued  for  an  indefinite  perio<i,  fhould  become  payable 
at  the  expiration  of  fifteen  months,  bearing,  in  the  mean  time  an 
intered  of  4  per  cent.  In  confequence  of  this  new  arrangement 
it  is  evident  that  there  muA  now  be  a  certain  proportion  of  the  out- 
flanding  navy  bills,  payable  at  different  periods,  at  the  end  of  each 
month,  and  that  all  of  thofe  muft  be  payable  either  in  1797,  or 
early  in  the  next  year.  Such  being  the  cafe,  the  only  qucflion 
now  is.  Whether  we  (hall  leave  this  immenfe  mafs  of  bills  ;o  en« 
cumber  the  market,  to  obdrud  the  privat^:  intercourfe  of  com- 
merce, and  to  clog  the  wheels  of  general  profperity,  or  whether  w^  . 
ihaU  oflfer  fuch  fair  and*  equitable  terms  to  the  holders  of  thofe 
bills  as  they  may  be  induced  to  accept,  and  as  at  the  fame  time 
l¥ill  produce  a  great  and  important  advantage  to  the  public  t  The 
extent  of  bills  ifTued  for  the  former  year  was  fubmitted  to  the 
Houfe  in  the  bvidget  of  lafl  year,  as  exiting  debt,  and  provifioi) 
was  then  made  for  defraying  the  rate  'of  intereft.  I  alfo  calcu* 
lated  a  fum  of  four  millions,  in  order  to  meet  the  iqcreafe  of 
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debt,  which  mig^t  be  contracted  during  the  enfuing  year.  The 
amount  of  the  debt  afiually  incurred  has,  however,  veiy  far  ex- 
exceeded  mv  fuppofed  eftimate.  When  I  come  to  ilatc  the  ways 
and  means  tor  the  year,  it  will  be  incumbent  upon  me  to  explain 
what  mcafures  I  mean  to  take,  in  order  to  defray  this  increafe  of 
debt.  Thisr  however,  is  an  entirely  different  fubje6t  of  difculTion, 
It  is  now  my  biifinefs  to  Oatc  what  is  the  whole  extent  of  the  navy 
bills  now  outilanding.  If,  as  I  propofc,  we  (hall  adopt  the  mea- 
fure  to  fund  them  cidWn  to  the  latcft  peri(xl,  the  whole  number  of 
navy  bills  amount  to  a  fum  very  little  lefs  than  1 2  millions,  of 
which  the  earlieft  are  due  within  a  month,  and  the  lateft  at  a  pe- 
riod of  fifteen  months.      As  they  become  due  at  periods  difpro- 

m  

portipnatc,  it  is  rcafonable  to  divide  them  into  difiercnt  clafTes, 
and  tf*  offtr  different  terms  to  the  rcfpeftive  holders,  calculated  ac- 
cording to  the  time  at  which  the  bills  are  payable.      In  adopting 
a  meafure  for  this  purpoie,  we  are  to  confider  that  wc  are  giving 
to  the  holders  funds  which  are  immediately  difpofable  for  money 
according  to  the  rate  at  which  they  ftand  in  the  market  in  lieu  of 
bills  fubjecft  to  a  certain  difcount,  and  at  the  fame  time  bearing  an 
intcreft  of  4  per  cent.      In  adjufting  therefore  the  amount  of  the 
bonus  to  be  given,  the  point  we  have  to  conlider,  is  the  difference 
between  the  value  of  thofe   bills  thus   burdened  with  a  difcount, 
and  drawing  an  intcreft,  and  the  value  of  thofe  funds  which  we 
transfer  to  the  refpcd^ivc  holders.     The  next  queftion  is,  What 
are  the  moft  proper  funds  to  which  to  apply  on  this  occafion  ?    On 
confulting  with  thofe  gentlemen  likely  to  be  the  beft  informed  on 
this  fubjc^T,  I  have  found  they  were  of  opinion  that  it  would  oc- 
cafion too  heavy  a  preifure  on  one  particular  fiind,  if  fuch  a  large 
mafs  of  bills  were  all  to  be  founded  in  the  ufual  way  in  the  5  per 
cents.     It  was  proper  to  prefent  a  fui table  encouragement  to  the 
holders,  and  at  the  fame  time  defirable  to  avoid  any  meafure  which 
might  afford  an  opportunity  for  artificial    fpeculation.       It  was 
therefore  deemed  the  moi^  advifable  to  fund  the  bills  in  the  dif- 
ferent (locks,  leaving  the  choice  of  the  particular  flock  optional  to 
t/ie  holders.     In  confequence,  according  to  the  rate  of  the  dif- 
ferent (iocks,  the  fmalleil  bonus  will  be  given  in  the  3  per  cents, 
a  large  bonus  in  the  4  per  cents,  and  a  flill  greater  in  the  5  per 
cents.     A  meeting  of  refpe<Ehble  gentlemen,  confiderable  holders 
of  navy  bills,  was  two  days  fince  held  in  the  city.     They  there 
agreed  to  the  propofitton  of  funding  the  bills  upon  certain  terms, 
which  I  have  now  to  propofe  to  the  Committee.     [^The  Chancel- 
lor of  the  Exchequer  here  enumerated  the  refpeiSlivc  terms  to 
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be  allowed  in  the  different  funds  for  the  various  clafles  of 
bills  *.  He  then  continued].  Without  troubling  the  Committee 
farther  with  the  details  of  terms,   I  will   now  ftiortly  ftatc  the 

•  The  foiioiving  it  the  account  of  the  proceedings  of  the  meeting  *wbich  is  here 

referred  to  hy  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer^ 

NAVY  AND  EXCHEQUER  BILLS. , 

A  xneetine  was  held  yefterday  at  the  London  Tavern,  of  the  holders  of 
Navy  and  &cheqaer  bdb»  at  the  defire  of  the  Governor  and  Deputy  Go- 
vernor of  the  Bank.  * 

Mr.  Giles  read  a  letter,  which  he  had  received  from  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer,  announcing  his  intention  of  funding  all  the  Navy  Bills  chat 
are  outflanding  on  the  31ft  of  this  month,  and  all  the  Exchequer  bills 
which  have  been  ifiiied  in  the  conrfe  of  1796.  He  was  not  authorifed 
by  Mr.  Pitt  to  ofier  any  fpecific  terns  to  the  holders  of  thefe  Bills,  but 
in  conjan^ion  with  the  Deputy  Governor  of  the  Bank,  he  had  made  out 
^certain  proportions,  which,  if  they  met  the  approbation  of  the  meetinga 
he  would  this  afternoon  prefent  to  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  for 
bis  concurrence.    The  terms  which  he  had  to  propofe  were  as  follow  i 

FOR    FUNDING    THR    NAVT    BI]LLS, 

That  they  be  divided  into  four  clafles  : 

roaobcr     ] 
ift  Clafs  comprehending  the  months  of  <  November  >  179J 

[  December  J 

{  Jan nary 
March '^^    *  *7^ 
April 

,     fMay 
3d  Clafs  comprehending  the  months  of  <  June  ^  ^79$ 

I  July 

fAuguft      ■) 
4th  Clafs  comprehending  the  months  of  <  September  1 1 796 

tOaober    J 

The  bills  to  bear  intereft  till  the  1 2th  of  December  next,  and  to  be 
founded  according  to  the  price  of  Stocks  yefterday  ; 

Computing  the  3  per  cents,  at  ^8 
■•  the  4. per  cents,  at  75 

- the  5  per  cents,  at  88 

The  holders  of  the  bills  to  have  their  option  of  any  of  the  three  kinds 
.of  flock,  with  the  followinga  batements  on  the  prefent  prices : 


} 


For  the  zft  Clafs 


For  the  2d  Clafs 


For  the  2d  Clafs 


/of  2    per  cent,  in  the  3  per  cents, 
of  3    per  cent,  in  the  4  per  cents, 
of  4    per  cent,  in  the  5  per  cents, 
'of  if  per  cent,  in  the  3  per  cents, 
of  2f  per  cent,  in  the  4  per  cents, 
of  3I  per  cent,  in  the  5  per  cents, 
^of  I    per  cent,  in  the  3  per  cents, 
of  2    per  cent,  in  the  4  per  cents, 
^of  3    |>er  cent,  in  the  5  per  cents* 
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Average    of    the  lxmu6  upon  all  the   daffes  of  bills.     It  will 
Amount  to 

i^  in  the  3  per  cents. 
^  2  J  in  the  4  per  cents. 

3^  in  the  5  per  cents. 

In  addition  to  the  outftanding  navy  bills,  there  are  alfo  Ex- 
chequer bills  unfounded  to  the  amount  of  two  millions  and  a  half. 
Thefc  Exchequer  bills  do  not  become  due  till  the  5th  of  July. 
But  in  my  opinion  it  is  advifable  to  put  them  on  the  fame  footing 
as  the  navy  bills.  I  therefore  propofe  to  fund  them  at  the  rate 
of  I -J  per  cent,  intereft,  which,  as  nearly  as  poffiblc,  correfponds 
with  the  terms  allowed  for  the  different  claffes  of  navy  bills. 
Thefc  meafures,  I  am  convinced,  .will  have  a  very  great  tendency 
to  relieve  the  public  credit,  to  facilitate  the  operations  of  commerce, 
and  to  promote  the  general  flourifliing  ftate  of  the  country.  And 
at  the  fame  time  I  cherifh  the  idea,  that  whenever  in  future  it  fliall 
be  neceffary  to  ifluc  Exchequer  bills  for  the  public,  we  may  be  able 
to  adopt  regulations  to  iffue  them  for  fuch  a  period,  and  at  fuch  a 
rate  of  intereft,  as  may  prevent  the  poffibility  of  their  falling  into 
fuch  difcount  as  may  be  attended  with  material  lofs  to  the  public, 
and  with  injury  to  the  national  credit.  I  (hall  now  conclude  with 
moving  my  firft  refolution : 

*^  That  provifion  be  made  for  enabling  His  Majefty  to  fatisfy  ail 
''  the  bills  payable  in  courfe  of  the  navy,  viflualling,  and  tranfport 
"  offices,  which  were  made  out  on  or  before  the  27th  day  of  Q£lo- 
"  her,  1796,  amounting  to  thefum  of  11,993,1671.  19s.  9d.*' 

fof    I  per  cent,  in  the  3  per  cents. 
For  the  4th  Clafs  i  of  i  ^  per  cent,  in  the  4  per  cents» 

[of  2|  per  cent,  in  the  5  per  cents. 

FOR.    FUNDING    THE    EXCHEQUER    BILLS. 

The  bills  to  bear  intereft  till  the  12th  of  December,  to  be  funded  ac- 
cording to  the  prefent  price  of  (locks  (as  dated  above),  and  the  holders  of 
the  bill  to  have  their  optic^  of  ftock  either  in  the  5  per  cents,  the  4  per 
cents,  or  the  5  per  cents,  with  the  tbllowing  abatements  on  the  prefent 
prices : 

i|  per  cent,  in  the  3  per  cents. 

2 1  per  cent,  in  the  4  per  cents. 

34  per  cent,  in  the  ^  per  cents. 
The  intereft  on  all  the  bills  are  to  he  made  up  to  the  12th  of  Decein- 
ber  next  J  and  the  dividends  to  commence  with  the  refpeiSUve  fonds^  viz* 

-S^  I  HI  n!!!l:  '°'*^''^"  1  f«"n  November  laft. 
1  ne  ^  per  cents.      —      J 

The  4  per  cents.    -      -     from  Michaelmas  laft. 

Tbe  above  raopofitions  being  agreed  to  by  the  meeting,  the  Govemor 

tad  Deputy  Governor  weie  empowered  to  offer  them  to  the  Minifter. 
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Mr.  HUSSEY.  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  has  ftated 
to  youy  that  his  obje£l  is  to  remove  the  Navy  and  Exchequer  bill^ 
out  of  the  market ;  bat  not  having  money  to  pay  them  off,  he 
ivifhes  to  pay  them  ofF  by  way  of  loan.  The  bufinefs  of  the 
Committee^  therefore,  is  to  inquire  whether  the  loan  propofed  be  a 
right  loan  or  not.  For  my  own  part,  I  readily  confibfs  that  I  am 
not  in  pofleflfion  of  fuftcient  information  upon  the  fubjedb.  Before 
the  Committee  can  form  an  accurate  opinion,  it  will  be  ncccflaty 
to  have  before  them  an  account  of  the  difcounts  on  the  bills  in  the 
different  months.  I  have  been  told  that  the  difcount  on  Navy 
bills  hs^s  been  at  i  S  per  cent,  certainly  at  1 4.  if  I  look  at  the 
terms  oiFercd,  and  find  that  the  intereft  paid  by  the  public  for  the 
money  amounts  to  this,  namely,  if  the  holders  of  bills  take  them 
in  the  3  per  cents,  at  ^j^,  the  public  will  xi\cn  pay  61.  2s.  per 
cent,  intcreft.  If  in  the  5  per  cents.  61.  15s.  percent.  The 
right  honourable  gentleman,  I  muft  fuppofc,  is  in  poiTcilion  of  the 
documents  ncceffary  to  furnifh  us  with  an  account  of  the  difcounts, 
and  without  this  account  the  Committee  cannot,  in  my  opinion, 
come,  to  any  fair  dccifion  upon  the  fubjcft. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT.  I  am  furc  I  (hall  be  happy  to  give 
the  honourable  gentleman,  who  fpokc  lad,  any  fatis(a6Hon  in  my 
power.  My  view  of  the  fubjeft  is  certainly  different  from  his. 
In  the  iirft  place,  as  to  the  rate  of  difcount,  fuppoling  that  to  be 
the  right  way  of  judging  the  fubjeft,  the  honourable  gentleman  is 
ftadng  it  as  if  all  the  bills  were  at  the  highcft  rate  of  difcount, 
whereas  in  fa£l  that  difcount  is  only  applicable  to  the  bills  iifued 
at  the  lateft  period  ;  but  this  does  not  feem  to  me  to  be  the  proper 
way  of  viewing  the  plan.  We  may  all  lament  that  bills  have 
been  iflued  for  fo  long  a  date,  and  have  been  at  fo  large  a  dif- 
count ;  and  this  is  the  reafon  why  I  propofe,  that  in  future,  bills 
(hall  be  iflTued  only  for  fhort  periods,  in  order  to  avoid  a  lofs  by 
difcount.  Suppofe  you  do  not  fund  thert  at  all,  the  holders  of 
them  will  have  a  right  to  demand  payment,  at  farthcil,  at  the  end 
of  15  months,  with  intereft  at  4  per  cent.  The  tranfa£lien  in 
its  nature  muft  be  optional,  and  if  I  did  not  propofe  terms  moi}C 
advantageous  to  the  holder  than  he  would  obtain  if  he  waited  1 5 
months,  I  could  hardly  expeft  to  get  any  fubfcription.  The 
honourable  gentleman  has  Aated  to  you  that  if  the  holders  fund 
the  bills  in  the  3  per  cents,  the  public  will  pay  above  6  per 
cent,  intereft.  Thi^  ftatement  is  correft  ;  for  taking  the  3  per 
cents,  at  56^,  the  4  per  cents,  at  73,  and  the  5  per  cents,  at  88, 
die  public  will  pay  little  more  than  5  per  cent,  intcneft. 
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Mr.  HUSSEY.  I  certainly  did '  ftate  the  li^lieft  rate  oJF  dif- 
count^  but  I  V^irtied  for  the  average  ratcJ'  What  I  complain 
ofy  i$y  that  fo  high  ^  difcount  has  been  incurred :  and  that  iiie 
right  honourable  gentleman  ought  to  have  provided  againft  It. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT.  It  is  true  that  I  was  difappomted  in 
my  attempt  to  prevent  fuch  a  difcount ;  but  though  the  meafures 
I  adopted  Were  not  effeSiial,  yet  in  the  judgemertt  of  wcll-ir(brne4 
men,  they  were  the  moft  likely  to  be  effedluah  In  former  w  ivs', 
Navy  bills  were  iffued  for  axt  indefinite'  period.  In  the  laft' war, 
this  was  the  cafe ;  they  were  out-ftanding  often  above  two  years. 

In  the  prcfent  \^r,  the  period  of  payment  was  fixed  at  1 5 
months :  this  meaf^e  was  deemed  the  moft  likely  to  maintain 
them  at  par/aiid  sit  par  in  fedt  they  were  maintained  for  k  confi- 
derable  time.  It  is  ti'ue  that  from  various  caufes,  fome  6F  them 
conneded  with  the  general  profpcrity  ;  from  the  fcarcity  of  money, 
that  rendered  the  jireffure  upon  the  market  heavier  ;  'from  the  ex- 
tent of  the  fervice'  being  fo  great,  artd  fyom  Ihe  prices  of  articjies 
bein^  fo  much  higher  than  was  forefeeh,  the  naval  expenditure 
has  been  larger  than  it  was  fuppofed  it  would  be.  Had  t^iat;  ex- 
penditure been  forefeen,  I  (hould  have  ttied  to.have  prevented  thofe 
cvib  which  have  occurred. 

Mr.  FOX.  The  propontion  which  has  been  fubriiitted  to  the 
Committee,  appears  to  me  to  require  a  good  deal  of  explanation 
which  we  have  not  yet' heard.  With  regard  to  the  qucftion  igif  the 
debt,  or  whatever  the  right  honburable  gentleman  may  be  pipafed 
to  term  it,  he  admits  that  the  neceffity  for  contradtifig  it  is  to  ti' 
dq>lored.  But  regret  is  furely  not  the  only  fentimcnt  which  tbc 
Hoofe  and  country  muft  feel  on*the  prefcht  occafioh.  It  is  im- 
poflible  for  Members  of  Parliament  who  entertain  a  proper  fcnfc 
of  the  importance  of  the  truft  committed  to  them  by  their  confti- 
tucntsi  not  to  make  fome  obfervations  on  that  ftate  of  the  country^ 
which  has  fo  exceedingly  deceived  the  right  honourable  genilefnan, 
and  which  has  fuggefted  the  neceffity  of  the  ftrahge  and  unprece- 
dented meafures  which  are  propofed  to  be  adopted.  In  the  Eift  . 
budget  of  iaft  feffion,  we  heard  of  a  million  and  half  of  Na.vy 
bills,  in  the  next  we  heard  of  four  millions,  and  now  we  are  told 
of  fums  exceeding  ten  millions ;  and  at  what  time  did  this  uncer- 
tainty obtain  ;  not  at  the  bcginntng^of  a  war,  when  the  fcale  of 
operations  might  be  unfettled,  and  die  eftimates  of  expencc  undg» 
fined-^but  at  a  time  when  many  articles  of  provifions  were  at  fo 
high  a  price  as  to  raife  an  alarm  in  the  country  refpefllng  its  deareft  . 
interefts,  and  when  they  were  evert  higher  than  they  have  been  at 
fobfequent  periods.  Yet  the  right  honourable  gentleman  U  concent 
Vol,  L  U 
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^Uh  dcpiprin^  the  uccqOity:^lvclt  basjgiy^n  ri(c  tp-  t^p  qxjbray^ipnt 

mcafurc  whicl>  i^  nq^y  prouofps  tQ  ^dopt,  *swd»  ^d|  calling.  qpoi» 

the  Committee  not  tpjook  tp  ttujt  line  pf  «ojxly^  by.¥2^idi  the 

country  has  been  reduced,  tp  its.  ptefci)t  fituation,  but  tp  confine,  it^ 

vieyrs  to  the  ipqdcofcxtficati^^g  it  from  thqdiffi<julri(^,U)i^r  which 

it  unfortunately  lal^qrs,     3ut  it  is  imgoflSbJfi .  fpr  wy,  mam .  in  the 

Houfc  not  to  make  fqme  (>bfcrva^9n^.upoi^  the.  general  ft^tc  of  the 

finances  of  the  coqntry,  ^t  tjiia  mainei>t, .  whiph  I,,  contend  19 

Vholly^  ynexampled^and  unp?ra]^eled.    \yith  refosijl.  tp  the  fuhjc<a 

more  immediately  unider  th^jcojoficle.ratipn  of  the  Committee,.!  ipuft 

fay  a  few  ^ords  :  andjt^i§  rj^ght^.tp  l^qw  in,  tjje  firft  place,  what 

mtercft  thofc  who jref:eiye(t,Goyetpment  bills  in  the  month  of  Sep^ 

lembe'r^  at  14  -per. cent.  difc9.mxt,  will  l^avp  for  their  mpney  ?      I 

mean. in  refpecS  to  that  clafs  of  bills. whirf\  it  is  meant  to  fundJn 

the  5  pe^  cei^s.     At  one  time.  I  believe  tl;ic  bills  wore  af  15.4)^^ 

tent,  ^ifcou^ti  but  I  (\iaJH/qpqipuj9  frofxi^  i^  z^.ti^  iWdiMmt 

Ataiit  fixty  dajs  a^p^  for  I  ppl  they  advanced^  8,6i,     Injhe  ficft 

inftaijice  tncQ  thcy^ii)ea  the  wjiple.  di/coi^^,i)rhict^  \i^as  J4.per 

cent.    . In  the  ftex t, place,  tjiey  receive  5,^.  per, cent.  ;  fpr  Lupdj^- 

ftand^  it  is  propofed  to ,  alloy;  them,  2^  p^  cpfV, .  uppn  .the,  pprfc^U 

market  price,  which  is  88,  belides  the  4  p^r  ce^ntf  Jptq^eft  w|iid^ 

they  ba^  ^^rj^S,  ^^.^.  ^^9  ^?X^^     ^ith  ,the  .diffount  And^  tt^  in- 

tcreft'  tl]creforc  they  ^dually  hay^,  a|;.thc,  rate^.o(,i03U  .per.  ccnt^ 

per  annum  [Mr.  Fox  .after\vards-eorredJ9^,(t|ip,  ingccyracy.ofttl;ii^ 

^cpreffionj  fortheir  mpney, .  .Th^.tq'b^.fiJTeJ^  oniB  claf^  apd^hft, 

cidculationis  only  applicable  to,  3  certain  patrt  of!  the  biljs : .  but  tho 

intered  .'upon  the  reft  kin  an ^extravagap^ pippprtipn*     I  afl^  thcnr 

after  all  that  we  haye.hc^rd  of  thqfe  enhpul^ing  apd.ruinw^fyfienw 

of  finance  which,  have  bcen,^^optpd  byotlier  ftate$^  whether  the 

Government  of,this  counjr)'  iis.:at  l^ft.  reduced  to  tlie  neeeflity,  eittief 

from  tiie  general  ftafe^  of,  p|i{)li<;crj5dif,  from,a(?cide;tit9\  aqd  .UQfjw- 

(een  ciccumftajnces,  or  from  the .  improvidence ,  or  •  c^tr^y^^ifti^,  of 

thofe  whq  prcfidein  the  department,  of  finance,  to  pay  103L  per 

cent,  pe^  annum  fpr  tlie  mopey  which  thpy^,  borrow  for  tji^  puUip 

fervicf.     I  afk,  if  this  be  admitted,  whv?h  pannpt  be.  denied,  at- 

leaft,  with  refpcdl  to  one  claf&.of  bills,  wh^jh^r  when  the  p^Uic  aw 

obliged  to  borrow  money,  at  ihe^r^tc  of ,  1 03!^  per  cent,  per  .aoiMjvn^ 

it  is  not  incumbent  uppn  the  Houfe  of  Commons,,  as  guajrciiao^'Oft 

thepublic  moiicyi^to  enter  into  fopc  inquiry  into  the,  fia^  of .  the» 

ffnanccs  of  the  country;.  I  allow  that  wp  hayenp  rig^t  .to  diSate 

to  the  holders  of  thefe  . bills,,  the,  terms  jupon.  which  .they  arp  tQbc 

funded  ;  nor  dp  I  pbje(ft  to  the  rateafurc.of  funding  ;lw?tQ  ;  buf,  I. 

cannot  g^ve  intp  tl^e  nnaxim  in  finaoae  n\pre  th^  in  politic^  of*  aff^ 
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Jjl^itig  ^  tkftibiy  to  art  fcxlftiYig  evil  \fritliout  'taking  pimution  for 
^revctiting  its  retcffh.     ^V]l^le  we  attempt  to  extricate  ourfelves 
finoYn  mir  prcfent  fcn^baftArfnlents,  it  fs  bpr  duty  to  take  care  tfiat  m  * 
fuftire^c  do  not  fill  into  a  fituatiort  of  equal  difteculty.     But  let 
lis  tome  a  little  nearer  to  the  point ;  admitting,  What  cannot  be 
^uelMoned,  that  the  holders  of  jNavy  bills  have  a  right  to  be  paid  at 
ftatcd  periods,  it  cfcrtainly  does  not  follow  that  when  they  are  paid 
at  a  period  confiderably  earh'er  than  tliat  at  wfiich  the  bills  become* 
due,  that  the  terms  offered  to  them  now  ftould  be  as  good,  anci  far 
lefs  that  they  fhould  be  better,  than  they  would  be  entitled  to  were 
they  to  retain  the  bills  in  their  poffcflion  till  the  date  of  their  pay- 
ment arrived.     If  a  perfon  is  in  poffcflion  of  the  fum  of  i  col.  he 
csin  veft  it  irt  the  funds,  he  may  ftakc  it  in  trade,  or  he  may  cm- 
ploy  it  in  a  number  of  ways  in  which  it  nfiay  make  very  produSivc 
returns.     But  the  holders  of  Navy  or  Exchequar  bills  muft  keep 
the  bills  in  their  poffeffion  till   the  terms  of  payment,  with  the 
profit  only  of  4  per  cent,  which  was  originally  allowed  tliem.     To 
ftatc  the  funding  of  thefe  bills  then,  as  contnadling  a  new  loan  for 
the  public.  Is  an  unfair  reprcfcntation  of  the  tranfadHon  ;  and,  when 
the  fubjefl  IS  fairly  confidcred,  there  is  fomething  on  the  face  of 
the   prefcnt  propontion  extremely  Angular  :  you  are  only  bound  by 
your  obligation  to  pay  4  per  cent,  for  your  money,  and  you  convert 
it  into  a  debt  for  which  yoU  have  to  pay  between  five  and  fix  pc^ 
cent.     Thofe,  for  inftancc,  who  may  choofe  flock  in  Ac  5  per 
cents,  have  had  the  good  fortune  to  lend  you  money  for  which  they 
receive  103I.  per  cent. ;  and  to  thefe  fortunate  individuals 'who 
were  only  entitled  to  4  per  cent,  intercft,  you  make  the  publicj 
who  have  the  misfortune  to  be  their  debtor,  gave  il.  i8s.  additional 
intereff.      I  know  not,  for  t  have  not  calculated,  what  it  will  cfoft 
the  public,  but  it  muft  be  an  encJrmous  cxpence,  at  a  period  when 
wc  (hall  foon  be  called  upon  in  fome  fhape  or  other  to  make  very 
handfome  efforts.     In  fhort,  after  borrowing  money,  cither  from 
rtfisfortunc  or  indifcretion,  on  the  mod  disadvantageous  terms,  you 
add  near  2  per  cent,  to  the  already  exorbitant  profits  of  the  pub- 
lic creditor,  and  thus  fubjedl  the  public  to  another  fevere  lofe,  in 
addition  to  thofe  which  it  has  before  fuftained.     I  certainly  am 
fiot  boi?nd  to  negative  the  propofition,  or  to  fhew  that  fuch  meafures 
ought  not  to  be  adopted  ;  but  I  confider  myfelf  as  fairly  entitled  to 
demand  fome  explanation  of  terms,  which  at  firft  fight  muft  flrikc 
every  riian  as  highly  prejudicial  to  the  public.     As  to  tHe  cau'fe  of 
the  prefent  cmbarraffcd  ftate  of  the  public  finances,  the  right  hon- 
oarabl6   gentfcman  afcribes  it  to  the  iocfeafed  profperlcy  of  the 
counitry.     if t  certainly  appears  t«  rhe  a  very  paradoxical  pfopofiticH- 

U    2 
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(pprhaps  it  majr  not  appear  fo  (hange  to.  ot)ien.  who,  from  tlieir 
licuationi  have  had  better  0|^rtunides  of  fiudying  the  (ubjed), 
that  when  a  countiy  is  mod  flourilhingy  there  (hould  be  the  greateft 
fcarcity  of  circulating  medium.  I  cannot  refrain  from  at  leaft 
ftarting  a  doubt  which  occurs  to  me  upon  the  fubjed :  if  the  pre- 
fcnt  embarraflment  arife&  merely  irom  the  want  of  a  ciiculatti^ 
medium,  and  not  from  any  deficiency  of  capital,  then  the.  nominal 
."j^lue  of  every  thing  would  be  cheap  ;  whereas  we  find  that  the 
nominal  value  of  every  thing  is  dear ;  fo  that  we  have  this  paradox 
to  folve,  that  things  are  deareft  when  there  is  faid  to  be  the  greateft 
abundance  of  every  thing  in  the  market. 

I  muft  now  advert  to  the  point  how  far  the  pid>lic  are  bound 
by  the  agreements  which  the  right  honourable  gentleman  may  con- 
clude. I  know  that  in  law  tliey  are  not  bindingi  nor  is  it  honour 
which  conftitutes  the  obligation,  but  prudence  may  determine  us  to 
fandion  them.  How  then  does  the  prefent  cafe  ftand  ?  The 
holders  of  the  bills  have  an  option  whether  they  (hall  accede  to  the 
terms  which  may  have  been  propofed.  After  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons has  agreed  to  carry  into  effeA  the  tranfadtion,  the  option  of 
the  holders  (till  remains  open.  I  (hould  defire  to  know  thoi  at 
what  tiinc  the  public  is  con(idered  to  be  bound,  which  is  underftood 
to  take  place  when  the  report  of  this  Committee  is  agreed  to } 
p*  Monday"  was  mentioned  firom  the  Trcafury  Bench]. — Upon 
Monday,  then,  the  Houfe  of  Commons  agrees  to  make  a  bargain 
for  fourteen  or  fifteen  millions,  and  becomes  bound  to  individuals 
to  i\yis  extent.  What  time,  1  (hould  wi(h  to  know,  are  the  hol- 
ders to  be  allowed  to  (ignify  their  confent  ?  I  have  under(tood 
^at  they  are  to  intimate  their  determination  by  the  8th  of  Novem- 
ber. In  what  (ituatipn  will  the  Houfe  of  Commons  then  be  placed  ? 
They  will  bo  {hedged  to  fulfil  a  bargain,  the  advantage  or  the  dif*^ 
advantage  of  which  will  depend  upon  the  (late  of  the  ftocks.  £r^- 
gagcmcnts  <5f  fuch  a  nature  are  always  dangerous  for  the  public. 
The  public  accedes  to  the  terms  upon  the  i  ft  of  November,  the 
holders  of  bills  are  free  till  the  8th.  The  public  in  this  interval 
can  derive  no  advantage  from  any  alteration  which  the  value  of 
idocks  may  experience,  while  the  holders  have  an  opportunity  to 
take  advantage  of  any  occurrence  that  may  happen,  and  to  regulate 
their  condudf  accordingly.  This,  I  confefs,  is  an  inconvenience 
which,  in  fome  meafure,  is  unavoidable  in  tranfadtions  of  this  na- 
ture. In  peace,  however,  the  inconvenience  is  (lightly  felt,  becaufe 
events  which  can  make  a  decided  imprefiion  upon  the  funds  arc 
not  very  likely  to  occur.  In  time  of  war  the  events  which  arife 
are  more  apt  to  produce  fudden  alterations.     Such  a  period  oven 
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o(  mzxy  however,  may  be  chofen  as  to  remove  Ae  probability  of 
finch  a  change.     But  what  is  the  charader  of  the  prefent  period  I 
Is  not  this  moment  the  mod  expofed  to  viciflitude  which  has  taken 
plaqe  in  the  biilory  of  the  war  ?     Are  not  the  fluctuations  of  flock 
more  frequent,  and  the  probabilities  of  change  greater  than  at  any 
former  time  ?     What  have  been  the  events  of  the  laft  week  I 
Have  not  they  been  of  a  nature  clearly  to  evince  the  variation, 
which  a  period  fo  big  with  events,  and  fo  important  in  its  afpeA, 
may  produce  i     Into  this  bargain  then  do  you  enter,   under  the 
probability  of  great  events,  and  the  confequent  change  which  the 
ftocks  may  experience.    To  all  the  confequcnccs  of  fuch  alterations 
the  public  are  pledged ;  while  the  lioldcrs  of  the  bills  are  left  free  to 
avail  themfelves  of  events  which  may  arife,  and  to  determine  them* 
felves  by  the  advantages  they  can  obtain.     At  a  time  when   im^ 
portant  events  are  in  expectation  \  at  a  period  when  fluctuation  ia 
the  funds  is  more  likely  to  occur  than  at  any  aera,  hai>  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  chofen  to  expofe  the  public  to  an  inconve* 
nience  jii^hich,  more  or  lefs,  exiAs  at  every  timei  but  which  in  fuch 
a  (ituation  is  more  particularly  liable  to  be  experienced*     Seeing 
then  all  the  difadvantages  of  the  terms  on  which  the  right  honour- 
able gentleman  propofes  to  conclude  this  tranfaClion,  I  feel  that  it 
is  a  duty  irurunpbent  uppn  us  to  inquire  into  all  the  cirqumflances 
which  are  connected  with  it,  and  to  demand  a  particular  explana- 
tion of  the  necefiity  of  adopting  an  expedient  which  is  to  be  carried 
into  effcA  at  fuch  an  expence  and  facrifice  to  the  public.   The  right 
honourable  gentleman  hinted  at  the  delign  of  embracing  fome  mes^ 
fures  to  prevent  Navy  bills  from  being  fubjeCt  to  fuch  difcoun'ts,  a» 
we  have  wimeiTed  upon  this  and  other  occaiions.     I  am  extremely 
happy  to  hear  that  fuch  a  plan  is  in  agitation.     But  the  right  ho» 
pourable  gentleman  has  already  tried  the  efFeA  of  meafures  direded 
to  this  objedl.     He  already  has  limited  the  period  for  which  Navy 
bills  fhpuld  be  iflued  to  1 5  months.  What,  however,  has  been  the. 
confequcnce  i     At  no  period  of  the  American  war,  when  Navy 
bills  were  frequently  unpaid  for  more  than  two  ^ears,  when  the  ge- 
neral funds  of  the  country  were  ftill  more  dcprcfled  than  during 
the  prefent  war,  when  the  intereft  upon  the  Navy  bills  that  were 
iiTued  did  not  commence  till  fix  months  after  their  date,  and  when 
there  was  no  fixed  time  for  their  payment,  fuch  a  difcount  ivas 
never  experienced.     This  point  leads  me  to  other  confiderations  of 
a  very  important  nature,  and  which  (hew  that  the  iituation  of  the 
country  requires  the  moft  ferious  attention.     What  were  tho  pecu- 
liar circumftances  under  which  this  deprefTion  of  Government  fe* 
cu^ides  had  taken  place  ?     It  is  when  great  exertions  have  been 
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made  to  fave  tbe  puUk  credit ;  ic  is  ^lAiim,  wrfcr  an  »R  oF  Fatiw 
liamenty  an  annual  fum  of  one  mMon  is  appropifated  «>  the  liqtB- 
dation  of  the  national  debt,  that  we  have  feen  dits  extraordinary  cir* 
eamftanoe  happen.    I'he  right  honourable  gentleman  laft  ydtr  took 
an  unufual  ftop  to  remove  this  evil.     He  came  forward  with  a  le- 
cond'loan  in  the  month  of  May,  which  was  intended  to  temove  die 
floating  fecurities  from  the  market^  and  to  produce  a  hi^er  Aate  of 
credit.     Either  the  remedy  of  the  right  honoorable  gentleman  did 
not  operate  to  bring  about  the  end  prr>pofcd,  or,  what  I  conEder  to 
be  in  realky  the  true  date  of  the  cafe,  the  difficulties  were  too  power- 
ful to  be  fubdued  by  the  remedy.     Now  again  you  ftel  tbe  fame 
inconveniences  recur.     But  in  truch  you  cannot  apply  the  remedies 
fo  faft  as  the  difficulties  thicken.     Every  day  adds  to  the  embar- 
raflments^;  every  day  plunges  you  deeper  and  deeper  in  perplexity, 
which  you  in  vain  attempt  by  thefe  meafures  to  refnove.     It  is  for 
#ii$  reafoathat  I  require  fome  conviAion  before  I  can  agree  to  this 
prefent  theory,  or  coofent  to  reduce  it  into  praAiee  at  fuch  an  cx- 
pence.     I  muft  have  fome  certainty,  not  indeed  phyikal  certainty, 
but  a  moral  certainty  of  fome  good  to  be  obtained  be^>re  I  can 
confient  to  vote  away  the  money  of  my  conftttnents,  and  to  pay  6 
per  cent,  inftead  of  4.     Before  I  agree  to  a  meafute  fo  extraordi- 
nary and  fo  expenGve,  I  muft  have  fome  more  affurance  than  I  yet 
have  had  of  the  efficacy  of  thefe  expedients— fome  ftrbngeii  pnxrfa 
dian  I  can  derive  from  the  experience  of  the  plans  of  thofe  who 
manage  the  finances  of  this  country  before  I  can  agvee  to  allow  an 
addition  of  iK  iSs.  per  cent,  to  be  paid  upon  the  fecurities  of  Go- 
varnment.     I  wi(h  the  Committee  to  confider  what  is  the  amount 
of  this  extraordinary  allowance.     Taking  it  as  applying  to  the 
whole  fum  to  be  funded,  it  is  240,000!.     This  calculatibn,  |)er* 
haps,  docs  not  apply  to  the  whole  of  the  fum,  but  certainly  to  a  Very 
conliderable  part  of  it.     Laft  year  the  right  honourable  gendeman 
did  not  ftjrefce  this  extraordinary  iffue  of  Navy  bills :  a  great  pro- 
portion of  them,  therefore,  have  more  than  half  a  year  to  run ;  even 
upon  this  fuppoiition,  the  amount  of  the  lofs  to  the  public  from 
this  additional  rate  of  intereft  is   1 20,000).     Some  gentlemen 
may,  indeed,  be  difpofed  to  calculate  that  when  fo  much  was  given 
by  the  country,  fo  trifling  an  article  may  eafily  be  overlooked.  This, 
however,  is  not  the  manner  in  which  we  ought  to  reafen.     We 
ought  to  confidcr  every  thing  as  of  importance  which  adds,  however 
minutely,  to  the  public  expence  and  to  the  public  burdens.     We 
ought  not  to  calculate  this  as  a  trifling  matter  when  fo  many  mil- 
lions are  voted  away,  but  rcfleft  what  muft  be  the  confequence, 
when  by  giving  fo  much,  fo  little  is  left  to  fijnaiidtr.     Of  tftc*prc- 


Cent  mcsi(\ire  I* caonok  approve  bdbre  I  know  ther  odierpait  df  iM 
febemciCkf  inuico  which  the  right  honourable  gentleman  ib  toeftn* 
piqy,  and  the  future  fyftein  which  he  pro{k>ies  to  introduce.  W% 
muft  ktkofv-  eveiy  d^ing  connoGted  with  the  meafurc,  and  reeeivo 
cver^  aacpliimtion  which  tend»  to  demonfirace  its  neccfitty)  befbra 
wo  can  bl^  jufiifiod  in  giving  our  aiTent  to  an  ex|)edieiit  which  holds 
out  tegms  fo  difadvamageous  to  the  public,  and  imiiofes  aif  addl^ 
donal  a,  pet' cent,  upon  fo  confiderabk  a  fum. 

Mn  ChanceUor  PITT.     I  rife  in  order  to  ^gvc  a  flwrt  et^^ 
naxiaaon  ibme  of  the  points  juft  now  ftated  by  the  right  honodvabfi 
gpndennan.     But  I. muft  pren ou% reaiatfc,  that  he  feem«  to^coni^ 
der  the  real  and  fundamenUl  qusiti^ms  t6  be--^tft,  The  genet4 
prc^ietjroC  funding  outfianding  bilk^  a])d»  2dl7,  Whether  or  ndc 
thift  bethe  njghfc  moment  to  adopt  fudi  xmcoAire?  Yet  if  b  fome-^ 
whar  extraordinary,  thatthereftof  faisfpeech  was  taken  up  in  paints 
iqg.mXheiftmngeft  terms»  and  wMt  the  utmoft  ingenuity,  dte  c^ 
of'iQ  innm^o  a  mafs  of  fbati/ig^unftiiided  debr#     WhHe  hfe  ^6* 
iiiribe^  therevilJn  fo  flriking  a  poifitt>f  yiew)  he  at  the  iiime'titfer 
woi*W  rfa&rU'io  confttnue  in  alL  its  enormity,  and  obfe^  to  thi* 
rome^yv  Jticrtij  bscaufe  he  i»  uncertam  of  its  ifliie.     While  hefd 
l0udl}r-  ioveigba  againft  thei  great'  nsrfs  of.outftandihg-debf^  htndi 
only  objedlft  loi  the^particidarr  remedy  now  propoibd ;  hctKA^OiAf 
a«!Dida.to  faggeft  'any  meaitire  by.which  tfat  inconvenience  nnight  bb 
renwMfed^ .  bnt  he  avguea  as  if  the»attempt  to  remove  It'WoaM  be'  ar<9 
te9iled:widi[  denimentxo  the  public  ^  and^  as  if  at  muft  noGfefTarilf 
be  fu^mdtoicotitinue.'Uiipimdei  for,  under  all  theembanraflTmentf 
nowiiCKporienoed  fromiitt  opesatiDm     But  it  is  evidenty  thm^  wMk^ 
foi.mnch  fldstting  unftsndcd-  debt  remains  i»  the^marictrfubjeA'tOa- 
confiderabkidifcount,  it  nmft  not  oidy  bo  pnxkiSivtf  of  niait^rial'dlf^ 
advantage  ttr.commflnie,  btitattend^  withia 'heavy  lofs  to' the  pulv 
lit.     Andf.if ihe'exigence  of>  the  feuirioe  eompel '  Government  t& 
iibe  morr  Exchequer  btllSy  undci  the  depreciated  ^  (htte"  of  thofc* 
alnoady  in*  die  masker^  the  loft  maif  ^  be  infinkdy  -  gvbaier  -  thkn  thie- 
amount  of  :the  <  bonus.allowed«in!orflar  to  take  the  bills  out  of  cir^' 
Cttlation.     Thoiqueflaen  then^is  not  to\ic*  confiderod'on^nMoi^i^  tind 
contru^ed  ^ronnds,  but  on  a  wide  and  comprefaenfive 'fcale.     The^ 
eflbd:ofrtbis  immenferniaft  of  ikiadng  unfiindeit  ddx  ist'to  be  ex- 
aminediasiit  afirQpQnf>Qblic  cieditv  and  onxommercial  fpectttation', 
on  the  adaal.  reibixoes^  and  the  future  prdjpefts  of"  the  'coonOY; 
Thfi/righthenouiable  fisntkinan  has  talked  is^ely  of  the  advantage  J 
thatrwill  accrue- tO'individnak  fnxn  tfastpmpefed  meafttre*     Grant'*' 
ii^'his  ifatpnenfe'^to  bejuft;  it<woiild  furely  be  a  "ftrange policy/ be^'* 
caufc.eveocan^wrcafenaUe  advantage*  mif^  aocrue  ta*  mdividiials. 
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Mr  to  take  a  great  and  dfential  benefit  to  the  public*     The  i%lir 
honourable  gentleman  fays  that  we  are  not  boand  to  pay  i  ool.  now, 
that  Mfe  are  only  legally  bound  to  pay  at  the  rate  of  4  per  cent,  in* 
tereft.    After  all,  v4)at  is  the  mighty  difiiaeuee?  we  are  not  bound 
indeed  to  pay  1  ool.  to  day,  but  we  are  bound  to  pay  1 02K  or  1 03!. 
within  the  period  of  feven  months.     This  reafoning  is  in  no  point 
applicable  to  the  principal  confideration  of  providing  a  remedy  kr 
an  evil  which  is  at  piefent  attended  with  to  much  eorinnafltneot 
and  inconvenience.     The  qucftlon  properly  to  be  confidered  is, 
Wnat  is  the  proportion  which  the  value  now  given  for  thefe  bills 
hdds  to  the  rate  of  intcreft  accumulating  during  a  period  of  (even 
sionths  ?    It  will  be  found  to  be  no  more  dian  paying  a  prefent 
value  to  the  holder  of  the  bills  proportioned  to  his  certain  and  veAed 
right  at  ti)e  end  of  that  period.     The  right  honourable  gentleman 
(btesi  that  you  are  paying  a  bonus  of  2  por  cent,  above  die  rate  of 
the  legal  intereft.     {ie  has  dwelt  upon  this  fum  as  if  that  was  to 
be  confidered  as  a  perpetual  tntereft,  which  is  only  to  be  paid  in  the 
ps)portion  of  ihort  fucceflive  periods,  according  to  the  different 
caiTes  of  the  bills.     The  bonus  even  in  thehighefteafo  is  onljr 
il.  189.,    The.  right  honourable  gentleman  chofe  to  take  the  esc* 
treme  cafe ;  and  after  all»  this  is  the  extent  of  that  bonus  of  ii^ch 
he  has  fo  loudly  complained,  and  fo  greatly  magnified.     But  he 
ftates  the  prefent  to  be  a  bad  time  fof  adopting  fuch  a  meafure ;  he 
oonfiders  it  as  a  weighty  objection  that  you  are  bound  by  the  terms 
vrfaich  you  oflTer  to  the  holders  of  tbofe  billsi  while  they  are  finee 
cither  to  accept  or  rejed  them.     If  this  is  an  inconvenience,  it  is 
one  which  mufi  always  be  experienced  when  recourfe  is  had  to 
the  meafure  of  funding,  and  which  can  only  be  obviated  by  a  deter* 
mination  never  to  fund  any  part  of  the  public  debt.     It  is  an  in* 
convenience  which  is  unavoidably  connefied  with  the  nature  of  the 
fyfiem.     Thequeftion  is,  Whether  you  will  continue  the  evil  with 
all  its  prefent  inconveniencies  for  alonger  period  of  fifteen  months, 
rather  than  make  one  effort  to  remove  at  once  the  caufe-  of  all  the 
embarraflmenti  and  reflore  the  fources  of  national  profperityto 
their  natural  channel  ?     The  right  honourable  gentleman  objeds 
alfo  to  the  prefent  moment  on  account  of  the  particular  ftate  of 
public  af&irs,  and  the  fluctuation  likely  to  arife  from  that  fituation. 
If  we  fcledled  a  week  for  the  purpofe  of  offoring  terms  (or  the  hd* 
ders,  the  probable  events  of  which  might  beexpeded  to  occcafion  a 
greater  than  ordinsiry  degree  of  fluctuation,  that  circumftance  would 
unqueiKonably  be  a  fair  ground  of  objedion.     Certainly  a  period 
of  war  is  particularly  Calculated  to  call  forth  a  fpirit  of  fpeculation, 
and  the  exigence  of  a  negotiation  may  be  fiated  to  give  double  force 

2       ' 
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to  this  propenfity.  Bat  docs  the  right  honourable  gentleman  cany 
his  objc6Kons  to  the  particular  period  fo  far  as  to  fuppofc  that  you 
arc  not  to  take  meafures  during  the  continuance  of  a  war  to  remedy 
a  great  fource  of  public  inconvenience  r  1,  on  the  contrary,  feel  that, 
poffeffing  abundant  and  powerful  refources  to  carry  on  the  war,  it 
becomes  you  to  exert  your  energy  to  remove  an  evil  which  may  crip- 
ple your  refources  and  enfeeble  your  efforts.  I  am  convinced  that, 
when  that  evil  is  removed,  you  wHl  find  no  deficiency  of  abundant 
means  of  exertion,  and  that  the  profperity  of  your  fituation  .will  be 
fuch  as  to  infpire  you  with  additional  grounds  of  confidence.  It 
is  therefore  that  I  confide^  this  as  a  meafure  highly  fitting  to  be 
adopted  during  a  period  6f  war.  Nor  do  I  confider  it  as  a  mea- 
fure Icfs  eligible  in  another  view  of  our  fituation  in  the  profpeft  of 
peace.  It  cannot  furely  be  expeftcd  that  at  the  very  commence- 
ment of  a  negotiation  of  fo  momcrttous  a  nature,  and  fo  cxtcnfive 
in  its  relations,  any  occurrence  fhould  take  place  within  the  fhoft 
period  of  a  week  decifivc  of  its  iffue.  He  mult,  indeed,  fcafon  at 
an  extraordinary  and  unaccountable  rate  who  calculates  on  fu<^  an 
event.  However  fanguine  in  my  own  wiflies  for  the  aufpicious 
return  of  tranquillity,  I  cannot  admit  that  the  difcuilions  of  the  great 
and  important  interefls  of  Great  Britain  and  her  aMics,  and  of  thofe 
weighty  and  complicated  points  which  they  necefiarily  involve,  are 
likely  to  be  fo  fpeedily  decided  or  brought  within  foihort  a  compafs 
as  to  have  any  influence  on  the  prcfent  meafure.  There  is,  indeed, 
one  pofTible  cafe  which  I  reluctantly  notice,  and  which  I  iincerely 
truft  will,  in  the  prefent  inftance,  be  averted,  which  might  render 
the  refult  of  negotiation  matter  of  fuch  fpeedy  ifTuc,  namely,  that 
ibme  occurrences  (hould  take  place,  or  fbme  propofidon  be  Aartcd  in 
its  very  outfet,  of  fuch  a  nature  as  at  onec  to  put  a  negative  on  ^1 
our*  hc^s  of  peace,  and  to  preclude  for  the  prefent  farther  proceed- 
ings. But  if  we  (hall  be  ultimately  fucccfsful  in  the  grand  objeift 
of  all  our  wifhes,  it  is  not  the  fpace  of  a  (ingle  week  which  can  give 
any  definitive  turn  to  the  complexion  of  negotiation,  far  lefs  decide 
the  important  iffue.  But  if  from  the  magnitude  and  i'^^rtancc. 
of  the  qucftions  to  be  difcuffed,  it  (hould  be  nccefTary  to  adopt  a 
plan  of  negotiation  more  extenljve,  and  likely  to  be  protra6ted  for 
a  confiderable  period,  is  it  reafonable  that  during  all  the  time  we 
Ihould  fubmit  to  the  prefTfire  of  an  evil  which,  fo  long  as  it  exiils, 
mufl  continue  to  weigh  down  our  profperity,  and  which  we  poffefs 
the  means  inftantly  to  remove,  if  we  have  only  the  energy  to 
exert  them. 

*     Are  wc  in  the  mean  time  to  exhibit  to  the  enemy  thdt  pidture* 
of  diffarefs  and  embarrafTment  which  is  the  confequcnce  of  this 
Vol.  I.  X  .  / 
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evil,  and  which,  though  originating  in  a  temporary  caufe,  fo  deeply 
afFe£ls  our  rcfources  by  its  operation,  while  it  depends  only  on 
ourfelves  to  apply  the  remedy  r     The  very  circumftance  of  negoci- 
ation  is  an  additional  rcafon  why  we  (hould  free  o^jrfelvcs  of  every 
fourcc  of  embafraffmcnt  that  may  fetter  our  own  operations,  or  en- 
courage thofc  with  whom  we  treat  to  rife  in  their  demands.      In  tliis 
point  of  view,  1  confidcr  this-mcafurc  ^s  an  equally  dt^firable  preli- 
minary, whatever  may  be  tlie  future  fituation  of  the  countrv' : — 
if  we  are  compelled  to  prolccute  the  war,  it  will  add  vigour  and 
confidence  to  our  rcfources  ;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  it  will  enable 
us  to  enjoy  the  full  extent  of  the  blcflings  of  peace,  If  vrc  fhali 
fucceed  in  efFcfling  the  reftoration  of  peace  on  the  only  tenns  on 
which  I  can  pofflbly  defire  it  to  be  reftored — terms  in  every  rcf- 
pedl  fair  and  equitable,  and  adequate  to  the  juft  pretcnfitms  pf  tiic 
country.     I  am  very  confident,  that,  when  the  prefcnt  mcafurc 
fliall  be  adopted,  all  the  beneficial  confequenccs  which  I  have  now 
attempted  to  defcribe  will  be  experienced  in  their  utmoft  extent. 
The  right  honourable  gentleman  afks  me  to  explain  what  he  terms 
a  paradox,  a»  applied  to  tlie  fituation  of  this  oountr)'^,  namely^  that 
a  high  degree  of  profperity  may  be  a  caufc  of  temporary  embarrafT- 
ment.     I  confider  the  propofitioh  as  fo  obvious  and  fimple,  that  I 
(hall  employ  only  a  few  words  to  account  for  the  opinion  I  hold  on 
the  fubjeA.     My  criterions  of  the  general  profperity  of  the  country, 
notwithftanding  the  preffu re  of  temporary  embarraffmcnt,  are,  fitft, 
that  while  tlic  funds  were  fcnfibly  affeflcd  from  the  fcarcity  of  mo- 
ney, the  revenue  ftill  continued  high;  and  during  a  period  of  war, 
approached  very  nearly  to  what  it  had  been  in  the  moft  flourifhing 
aera  of  peace.     Secondly,  the  credit  of  Briti(h  merchants  remaineii 
on  the  moft  refpcddble  footing,  notwithftanding  the  diflBculties  of 
the  time ;  and  this  reputation  was  fupportcd  not  by  confining  them- 
felvcs  to  a  contrafled  fcale  of  trade,  but  by  launching  into  the  moft 
cxtcnfive  operations  of  commerce,  and  even  by  enlarging  the  fphcrc 
of  their  former  induftry,  and  opening  new  fources  of  Mcalth  to  the 
counti  'i^     Thefe  are  unequivocal  fymptoms  of  the  aflual  wealtii 
and  profperity  of  the  countrj'.     But  it  is  evident  that  in  proportion 
to  the  extenfion  of  trade,  and  the  incrcafe  of  capital,  the  expendi- 
ture becomes  the  greater.     In  proportion  to  the  magnitude  of  the 
machine  muft  be  the  means  required  to  put  it  in  motion.    Befides, 
it  is  to  be  recollefted,  that  the  fums  which  were  neceflary  to  carry 
on  the  war  abroad  tended  to  diminifh  the  amount  of  the  circulat- 
ing medium  at  home.      I  truft  I  have  now  explained  the  fuppofed 
paradox,  that  fome  degree  of  temporar)'  embarraffmcnt  may  be 
connefted  with  a  high  ftaie  of  general  profperity  j  that  I  have  even 
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proved  that  in  proportion  to  the  rapid  augmentation  of  commerce, 
the  prcffurc  which  W  experienced  for  the  moment  may  be  more  fe- 
vcfe.  By  adopting  the  prefent  meafure,  I  am  however  convinced 
that  we  (hall  in  a  great  degree  remove  the  caufe  of  the  evil,  and 
give  new  life  and  vigour  to  our  refources.  It  is  a  meafure  which 
I  believe  to  be  wife  and  proper,  either  in  the  profpeft  of  peace,  or 
in  the  certainty  of  determined  war ;  but  which  above  all  I  believe 
to  be  wife  and  expedient,  in  the  prccife  ftate  in  which  we  now 
ftand^  while  we  are  going  on  with  a  war,  and  while  a  negociation 
IS  juft  begun.  And  in  this  view  I  can  only  regard  the  objedlions 
which  the  right  honourable  gentleman  has  ui]gcd  with  refpcdl  to 
the  time,  as  arguments  in  favour  of  the  meafure.  The  effeft  of 
;'cmoving  thofe  bills  altogether  out  of  the  market,  will  infallibly  be 
to  take  away  from  individuals  the  temptation  which  the  rate  of  dif- 
count  at  which  they  flood  prefentcd  to  purchafers,  fo  greatly  to  the 
detriment  of  the  public  ;  to  induce  them  to  lay  out  their  money  in 
the  funds,  or  to  employ  it  for  the  purpofcs  of  commefce,  which 
may  afford  them  the  profpeft  of  ftill  greater  profit.  The  confc- 
quence  muft  be  to  increafe  the  quantity  of  circulating  medium,  to 
advance  the  ftate  of  public  credit,  and  to  facilitate  the  operations 
of  commerce.  And  with  fuch  great  and  important  objeds  in 
view,  it  will  furely  ill  become  us  to  hefitate  in  adopting  the  mea- 
fure, or  to  facrifice  the  decided  interefts  of  the  nation,  in  6rder  to 
prevent  a  gain  to  individuals. 

Mr.  FOX.     One  part  of  my  obfervation  upon  this  fubjeft 
was  for  illuftration  merely  ;  but  the  right  honourable  gentleman  has' 
taken  notice  of  it,  and  refted  an  argument  upon  as  if  I  had  treated 
the  additional  ^  per  cent,  as  a  permanent  burden  upon  the  public. 
I  ftated  that  part  of  the  cafe  diftind^ly  otherwife.     The  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman  aflcs  me,  Would  I  never  fund  Navy  and  Ex- 
chequer Bills?  There  is  hut^one  way  of  anfwcring  a  queftion  thus 
broadly  put.     This  particular  cafe  is  like  every  other  extraordinary 
one— to  be  governed  by  its  own  circumftances.     My  opinion  is, 
that  if  it  be  ncceffary  10  iffue  Navy  Bills  to  any  very  confiderablc 
amount,  and  Parlii^ment  (liould  adopt  a  fliorter  period  for  the  pay- 
ment of  th^m  than  has  hitherto  been  done  ;  it  will  be  more  conve- 
nient to  pay  them  when  they  become  due  than  it  has  hitherto  been, 
becaufe  they  will  not  be  liable  to  the  fame  flu<^uation,  nor  depend 
fo  much  on  the  ftate  of  the  funds  as  they  have  hitherto  done.    But 
it  is  one  thing  to  ftate  -generally -^you  fhould  never  fund  your  Navy 
Bills;  and  another  o  fund  them  under  circumftances  highly  dif- 
advantagcous  to  the  public.     Such  it  appears  to  me  to  be  the  cafe 
at  the  prefent  time,  (hould  the  meafure  be  adopted  which  is  now 
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propofed.     This  is  a  di(tin£lbn  to  which  the  rig^thocuiurablc 
gentietnan  did  not  advert.     He  took  notice,  however,  of  anochcar 
part  of  what  I  fubmitted  to  the  Committee.     He  fays  I  refted  oa 
the  5  per  cents,  in  order  to  ftrike  the  Houfe  as  the  moft  excefllve 
part  of  the  plan  which  is  now  before  u^;  whereas  it  is  probable 
the  holders  of  bills  will  mvcA  in  the  otlier  funds,  the  4  and  3  per 
cents.     Very  likely ;  but  then  I  hy  if  they  do  I  fliall  take  it  fcr 
granted  they  adopt  that  fund  that  appears  to  them  t9  be  the  moft 
to  their  advantage ;  and  therefore  there  was  nothing  uniair  in  my 
taking  the  5  per  cents,  as  a  mere  illudration^  the  more  efpociaUy 
as  the  holders  of  the  bills  are  to  chufe  the  fund  in  which  they  uriU 
have  their  property  invefted.     The  right  honourable  gentleman 
fays  he  is  forry  for^  the  enormous  profits  which  fome  individuals 
have  made  by  thofe  bills.     I  am  neither  ibrry  nor  glad  for  what 
has  attended  fpeculation  ;  as  far  as  the  intcreft  of  individuals  is 
concerned,  I  am  not  forry  that  individuals  have  had  large  profits 
upon  their  commercial  dealings ;  bOt  I  am  forry  tliat  the  public 
are  obliged  to  fuftaln  enormous  lofles.     The  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman then  brings  forward  a  great  deal  on  the  peculiar  propriety  o£ 
the  meafurc  before  us,  oh  account  of  the  negociation  which  is  now 
going  forward,  or  rather  opened.     I  waited  for  every  word  with 
anxiety— what  did  I  hear  ?     "  That  at  fuch  a  period  you  fhould 
difplay  your  refources  to.  the  enemy."     This  is  not  the  firfl  time 
I  have  heard  this  made  ufe  of  as  an  argument  in  £avour  of  the 
meafurc  which  the  Minifter  proj^fed  to  this  , Houfe ;  did  he  not 
make  ufe  of  the  fame  expreflTion  when  the  laft  loan  was  difcufied  in 
tills  Houfe  ?  A  loan  which  was  attended  with  circumitances  much 
too  ilrong  and  (ingular  in  their  nature  to  be  foigotten.     Di^  he 
not  fay  at  that  moment,  that  the  loan  was  neceflary,  in  order  to 
(hew  the  enemy  the  fh'ength  of  our  refources  ?  I  did  not  give  much 
credit  then  to  aflertions  of  that  nature.     But  what  credit  can  I  give 
fo  them  now  i    The  right  honourable  gentleman  faid,  upon  the 
difcuHion  of  diat  loan,  that  the  enemy  .were  deceived  with  refpe^ 
to  the  difficulty  we  had  in  raifing  money  to  carry  on  the  war  ;  that 
it  was  material  to  us  that  we  (hould  negociate  that  loan,  and  at 
that  time,  although  the  terms  v/ere  difadvantageous  to  the  public,* 
bccaufe  it  was  material  the  French  (hould  know  the  flouri(hing 
ilate  of  our  finances  ^  and  therefore  it  was  that  he  negpciated  that 
loan.     Why  not  do  fo  now  ?  Has  the  neceflity  of  making  the  ene- 
my acquainted  with  the  flouriihing  flate  of  our  finances  ceafed  ? 
Are  we  now  fo  much  more  convinced  of  the  profperous  condition 
of  our  affairs  than  we  were  at  that  moment  ?  Are  the  French  fd 
much  more  convinced  ?  Is  Europe  fo  much  more  convinced  of  the 
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profjperity  of  our  condiitiofi— «f  our  ability  ta  bocmw  thictj^  oc 
forty  millions  niore>  without  inconvenience^  that  it  is  now  unne- 
cefl^  to  boaft  of  it  ?  Is  that  the  reafon  why  a  loan  is  not  brought 
forward  at.  this  moment  i  Is  that  the  reafon  why  the  Miniftev  (foes  ^ 
not  come  forward  at  the  hour  of  negociatio&y  to  (hew  to  the  ene* 
soy  the  profperous  condition  of  our  finances  r  I  (hould  have  thought, 
tliat  if  the  Minider  was  (incere  in  his  propofkion  hft  year,  that  he 
wanted  the  loan  at  that  time,  and  on  the  term6,  he  concluded  it^ 
only  for  the  purpofe  of  (hewing  the  extent  of  our  relburoesy  he 
would  have  purfued  the  fame  plan  now ;  for  certainly  there  never 
was  a  period  in  which  it  was  more  eilential  for  us  that  the  enemy 
ibould  be  of  opinion  that  our  refources  are  eKten(ive»  than  at  the 
prefeot  moment.     But  what  will  be  the  inferen<;e  from  the  mea** 
fure  which  is  now  before  you  ?   It  will  tend  to  beget  a  conclufion 
diredly  the  reverfe  pf  that  ibr  which  the  right  honourable  gentl&* 
man  expredcd  fuch  anxiety  on  the  lalt  loan ;  by  the  prefent  ikp 
you  are  taking,  yoii  only  (hew  a  part  of  the  (late  of  your  finance, 
and  that  in  fo  unfavourable  a  light  as  to  induce  the  fufpicion  that 
you  yourfelves  know  the  enemy  would  exult  if  you  made  a  real  dif- 
covery  of  the  whole  of  your  condition.     The  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman did  not  like  the  mode  in  which  my  honourable  friend  treated 
this  fubjeiSt ;  he  did  not  approve  of  the  idea  of  calling  it  a  loan^ 
and  yet  he  treated  it  himfelf  in  the  way  of  a  loan,  when  he  talked 
of   the  bonus.     I  call  it  a  loan  with*  a  very  extravagant  bonus. 
The  right  honourable  gentleman  then  touched  on  a  topic,  in  which 
we  are  all  too  much  intereiVed  not  to  fed  a  conliderable  degree  of 
anxiety ;  he  fays,  that  in  a  week  we  are  not  likely  to  have  any 
news  to  raife  the  funds.     I  am  ferry  for  it  ^  that  is  a  fubjedl  which 
I  do  not  mean  to  difirufs  now,  becaufc  I  have  no  wi(h  to  fay  any 
thing  that  might  poflfibly  impede  the  progrefs  of  negotiation  ;  but  I 
cannot  help  thinking  that  in  any  point  of  view  the  fubje£t  may  be 
confidered,  the  hopes  of  the  public  mu(l  have  operated  to  a  cer« 
tain  extent  upon  the  funds  (ince  the  n^ociatlon  was  opened  ;  for 
furdy  the  found  of  the  word  peace,  from  fuch  authority  as  it  came 
from  lately,-  muft  have  adled  upon  the  hopes  of  a  confidefable  part 
of  the  public.     The  right  honourable  gentleman  feems  to  think 
otherwife.     I  (hall  fay  no  more  upon  that  fubjedl,  for  reafons  that 
I  dare  fay  are  obvious  to  the  Committee,  and  I  have  faid  thus 
much  upon  it,  for  reafons  which  I  truft  are  equally  obvious.    The 
right  honourable  gentleman  in  the  latter  part  of  his  fpeech  attempted 
to  fupport  a  particular  dieoiy.     I  know  not  whoCt  theory  it  is  on 
which  he  a^is  and  attempts  to  reafon,  but  it  appears  to  me  to  be 
ft  very  quefUonable^  if  not  deluflve  theory.     £le  obferves  thatthif 
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country  has  felt  a  temporaiy  diffa'efs  in  its  (inance^y  from  the  ex- 
tenfion  of  its  eomm^ce,  that  is,  that  its  prefent  apparent  difircfs 
arifes  out  of  its  greatly  increaiing  wealth.     I.  do  not  fay  that  is  hn- 
poflsble.     I  have  no  experience  upon  that  fubjet^.     I  know  of  no 
.country  (except  ours,  if  it  be  in  that  ftate),  that  has  ever  manifcfted 
its  increafing  wealth  by  its  diftrcifes.     However,   I  mean  to  fey  no 
more  than  that  I  will  endeavour  to  examine  a  doQrine  that  docs 
not  feem  to  me  to  be  very  rational.     An  opportunity  will  occur,  I 
hope,  for  the  difcuflion  of  that  point,  as  it  applies  to  the  ftatc^  of 
this  country  ;  and  if  it  (hould,  I  believe  this  will  turn  out  to  be 
;  the  cafe— fome  part  of  the  diftrcfs  will  appear  to  have  been  ima- 
ginary, and  fuch  alfo,  I  fear,  will  be  the  cafe  with  regard  to  our 
wealth.      I  fay  this  the  more  confidently,  becnufe  every  thing  that 
has  happened  lately,  has  been  alledgcd  as  a  proof  of  the  profpcrity 
of  this  country.      I  really  know  of  no  public  event  that  has  hap- 
pened fince  the  commencement  of  this  war  that  has  not  been  quoted 
.as  a  proof  of  the  increafe  of  our  ^calth.     That  fort  of  argument 
Aat  proves  every  thing;  that  mode  of  reafoning  which  makes  every 
thing  come  to  one  point  in  human  affairs,  is,   I  confefs,  that  for 
which  I  have  no  great  efteem.     Some  year  ^go^  certain  individuals 
of  extenfive  commercial  concerns  were  very  much  embarraflcd. 
A  parliamentary  meafure  was  adopted  for  their  relief.     Upon  that 
ocx:a(ion,  I  remember,  we  were  told,  "  It  is  true  that  the  credit 
of  fome  individuals  indeed  is  low,  but  the  public  credit  is  higher 
than  it  ever  was  before  this  period ;  nay,  it  is  the   Increafe  of 
the  national  wealth  that  is  the  caufe  of  this  temporary  embarraff- 
ment!"     A  change  has  taken  place  ;  now  the  public  crcdFt  has 
fallen,  and  every  thinking  man  in  the  kingdom  **  is  alarmed  at 
the  ftate  of  it,  and  we  are  told,  that  true  it  is  the  public  credit  is 
lowered — ^butthen  look  at  the  credit  of  individuals  in  commerce — it 
is  from  their  condition  the  real  ftate  of  the  country  is  to  be  cfli- 
mated ;"  that  is  to  fay,  that  which  was  worth  nothing  formerly  as 
an  argument,  is  now  worth  everything;  and  what  was  formerly 
worth  every  thing  is  now  worth  nothing.     This  mode  of  reafon- 
ing, I  own,  doe^  not  make  a  very  deep  impreffion  upon  me.     All 
thefe  conjeftures  lead  to  no  fixed  conclufion.     The  only  certainty 
we  have  is,  that  this  country  has  for  a  long  time  borne  moft  enor- 
mous burdens,  which  arc  now  moft  enormoufly  increafing ;  and  all 
that  we  hear  concerning  our  ability  to  beaf  our  burdens  arc  mere  * 
fpeculations  upon  future  advantages. 

The  right  honourable  gentleman  faid,  that  if  we  are  to  continue 
to  iffuc  our  Navy  bills,  they  (hall  be  iflued  under  different  terms 
from  what  thcv  have  been  accuftomed  to  be.     I  did  not  undcrftand 
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him  clearly  upon  that  fubje£t.     I  do  not  know  Vchethcr  h^uneans 
to  have  a  fubftitutc  for  Navy  bills.     Wc  ought  to  know  the  plan 
to  be  purfued  in  future  upon  diat  fubjcdt,  in  order  that  we  may  de- 
termine whether  this  mcafure  will  co-operate  with  thai  plan,  and 
whether  in  any  degree  they  can  be  made  to  aflift  each  other.     If  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  has  any  plan  <5f  ilTuing  Navy  bills  pay- 
able at  a  fliortcr  period  than  they  have  ever  hitherto  been  paid,  I 
Aiall  approve  of  it  in  one  particular.      I  mean  the  fhortnefs  of  the 
time  of  payment.     But  I  am  of  opinion  it  would  be  ncceffary  to 
include  in  that  law  the  whole  of  the  Navy  bills,  becaufe  the  force 
of  that  l^w,  on  fuch  bills  as  arc  included  in  it,  will  tend  to  diminifh 
the  difcount  on  thofe  that  are  not.     The  right  honourable  gentle- 
man alluded  to  an  effect  which  the  meafure  now  propofed  already  had 
prod  uccd-^-the  difcount  had  already  been  diminiflied  upon  Navy  bills 
—moll  wonderful  that  fuch  a  meafure  (hould  have  had   fuch  an 
effed!      What  other  effccl  did  he  expedl  it   to  have?      Indeed 
•here    required  not  half  the  fagacity  of  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man to  make  that  difcovcrv.     The  Minifter  has  not  ftatcd  what  he 
means  to  do  in  future  with  refpeil  to  Navy  bills,  or  any  other  Go- 
vcrruxicnt^fccurity.     Before  wc  enter  upon  a  plan  fo  large  as  this 
is,  we  ought  to  know  a' great  deal  more  than  is  yet  confided  to  us. 
Suppofc  he  continues  his  old  way  of  iffuing  Navy  bills— kIocs  any 
intelligent  man  think  that  this  meafure  will  diminish  the  difcount 
upon  Government  bills  in  future  ?      Should  he  be  fo  unfortunate 
for  fome  years  to  come,  in  all  tranfadlions  of  this  nature,  as  he  has 
been  of  late  years,  what  diftrefs  muft  this  country  fuffer !     The 
whole  of  this  fubjedl,  and  many  general  topics  conncSed  with  it, 
were  befarc  this  Hoafe  laft  year  ;  upon  which  occafion  an  honour- 
able friend  of  mine  did  himfclf  great  credit.      He  dated  moft  ably 
the  inconvenience  of  this  mode  of  raifing  money,  both  for  the  army 
and  navy.     7'he  political  and  commercial  effedis  he  (hewed,  to  my 
convidlion,  would  be  moA  ruinous,  of  which  the  propoiition  now 
before  you  is  an  inconteftable  proof.     That  to  a  certain  degree  the 
evil  was  inevitable  I  am  willing  to  allow  ;  but  there  have  been  no 
peculiar  circumftanccs  in  the  courfe  of  the  laft  year  of  this  war, 
which  Miniftcrs  can  fairly  fay  went  beygnd  the  ordinary  courfe  o£ 
calculation  as  to  the  expences  of  this  country.     There  are  many 
reafons  for  expelling  that  their  calculations  (hould  in  that  inftanca 
have  been  nearly  correct.      I  do  not  mean  fo  much  to  oppofe  the 
whole  of  the  meafure  before  you,  as  I  defire  to  demur  to  the  exe- 
cution of  it,  until  the  Minifter  (hall  have  laid  before  us  much  more 
information  as  to  his  plan  of  finance  than  wc  poffcfs  at  prcfcnt. 
Mr.  HUSSEY  faid  that  the  prcfcnt  meafure  would  not  tend  to 
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isHst  Inbndy  out  of  (he  market,  fc^  it  ^ons  only  withdrawing  one  fpe- 
cies  of  paper  iccarfty^y  giving  ancJther.  He  had  heard  it  reported 
'flife  Navy  t)ais'in  qudfflon  were  not  iffued  Tor  naval  fervicc,  but  for 
the  pnrpoft  of  raifing  money  to  be  applied  to  ofher  fubje(!Vs,  and  he 
iftroald  be  glad  to  hear  this  report  contradifted  from  aurhoricy  ? 

My.  Chancellor  PllTT  faid,  that  he  was  not  aware  that  riicrc 
^v^s  any  foundation  for  the  report. 

Mr.  HUSSEY  wlfhed  to  know  exprdsly  whether  any  money 
had  been  applied  to  fcrvices  for  which  it  was  not  intended  by  Par- 
^liament  ?  To  thil  no  anfwcr  w^s  made. 

Sir  W.  PULTENEY  differed  with  the  Chancellot  df  the  Es- 

eh'equtr  as  to  the  operation  which  he  expc<Sed  from  taking  t\\c 

whole  of  the  Navy  bills  out  df  the  market,  by  this  meafurc  of  fund* 

ing  them.     He  did  not  think  it  would  by  any  means  anfwer  die 

end  propofed.     The  right  honourable  gentleman  had  truly  flated 

the  evil  arifing  from  To  many  millions  of  Navy  bills  floating  in  the 

mai^ki!t ;  but  the  caufes  were,  in  his  opinion,  deferving  of  the  moft 

mature  confidcralion.     The  vaft  fums  of  money  whieh  had  been 

Tent  out  of  the  country  had,  among  many  other  concurrent  drcum- 

fta'nces,  cortlribulcd  very  greatly  to  the  diminution  of  the  circulating 

tficdium.     This  diminution  had  occafioncd  not  only  confiderablc 

ISu^luations  in  the  funds,  but  had  been  a  great  caufc  of  the  difcount 

on  Navy  bills  having  rifen  to  futh  an  enormous  height.     jHe  did 

Mi  think  that  the  mealbrc  of  funding  the  whole  of  the  Navy  bills 

would  by  any  means  anfwer  the  purpofe  for  which  it  was  intended, 

nor  that  it  would  have  the  effd  to  prevent  any  Navy  bills  which 

*might  be  iflucd  in  future  from  incurring  as  high  a  difcount  as  thofe 

6f  the  prcfent  day.     In  proof  of  this  he  referred  the  Committee  to 

"the  meafures  which  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  taken  for 

'the  exprefs  purpofe  df  keeping  down  the  difcount  on   thofe  very 

Navy  bills  during  the  laft'feflion.     What  was  the  confequcncc  ? 

*Had'they*kept  down  the  difcounts  on  thofe  bills  whicih  had  been 

iffuedfince  ?  No.     The  very  reverfe  was  die  cafe.     Thofe  dif- 

couiitshaJd  rifen  to  the  prefent extravagant  pitch.     It  was  clear  to 

him  therefore  that  funding  the  whole  of  the  Navy  bills-at  once,  was 

a  meafure  that  was  wrong.    'Where  an  evil  was  occdifioned  by  a 

very  great  diminution  in  the  circulating  medium,  the  only  true  re- 

nfiedy  ^vouId  lie  in  providing  a  means  of  increafing  that  circularir\g 

medium,     fiy  taking  Government  fccurities  dut  of  the  market  no 

alteration  in  the  quantity  df  the  circulating  medium  was  efFe<Sed. 

'What  was  obtained  by  a  loan  in  one  way  was  returned  in  another. 

It  was  necefl*ary  to  increafe  the  circulating  medium>  and  render  the 

quantity  equal  to  the  demand  ;  toTffeiSt'diisi  all  juggling  tricks  and 
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^etended  expedients  were  of  no  avail.  To  produce  this  effcd  the 
openttion  of  commerce  was  (low.  He  did  not  think  that  thcprefent 
meafure,  though  attended  with  fuch  an  exorbitant  cxpence,  and 
fuch  difadvantngeous  terms,  would  produce  thedcfircd  c»Fe£^.  Till 
the  quantity  of  circulating  mcdiunn  was  incrcafed,  nothing  could 
keep  up  the  value  of  Navy  bills.  The  honourable  gentleman 
(hould  have  tried  the  efFc<5^  of  the  principle  of  competition  which 
he  had  extolled  in  other  cafes.  He  fhould  have  offered  four  mil- 
lions to  be  funded  in  the  firft  place,  and  allowed  a  competition  to 
take  place  among  the  holders.  In  this  cafe  he  was  convinced 
that  a  better  bargain  might  have  been  made.  Upon  this  occafion  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  had  been  mifled.  ...He  had  an  opportu- 
nity of  obliging  a  number  of  individuals,  though  he  did  not  believe 
this  was  the  motive  of  his  conduft.  He  'was  convinced,  however, 
that  the  meafure  would  not  produce  the  effect  intended. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  he  always*heard  with  rcfpecl 
whatever  fell  from  the  honourable  Baronet,  though  he  could  not 
help  differing  from  him  on  the  prefent  occafion,  and  in  the  opinion 
which  he  held  on  this  fubje<ft,  he  believed  he  agreed  widi  every 
monied  man  in  the  country  with  whom  he  had  ever  converfed.  It 
was  well  known  that  Navy  bills  floating  in  the  market  were  held 
by  perfons  in  the  metropolis,  and  abforbed  a  quantity  of  capital ;  but 
when  funded,  were  diffufcd  over  the  kingdoms,  and  employed  what 
arofe  from  the  profits  of  induftry  and  commerce  in  different  places. 

The  firft  queftion  was  then  put  and  carried. 

The  Chairman  then  put  the  fecond  queftion, 

"  That  provifion  be  made  for  enabling  His  Majefty  to  fatisfy 
"  all  the  Exchequer  bills  made  out  by  virtue  of  an  ad  of  laft  fef- 
*'  fion  of  Parliament,  for  enabling  His  Majefty  to  raifc  the  ftim  of 
**   2,500,0001.  for  the  ufcs  and  purpofes  therein  mentioned," 

Which  was  likewife  carried  4  and  the  Houfc  being  refumed,  the 
report  was  ordered  to  be  received  on  Monday. 

Monday y  3  iji  OSfober^ 

The  report  of  the  Committee  of  Supply  was  brought  up  on  fund- 
ing the  Navy  and  Exchequer  bills. 

Mr.  FOX.-  As  I  undcrftand  that  the  Houfc  will' have  the  terms 
of  this  bargain  more  fpecifically  ftated  in  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  I  will  rcfcrve  for  that  Committee  any  obfervations  I 
have  to  make  on  the  fubjecSt. 

Th©  order  of  the  day  was  read  for  a  Committee  of  Ways  and 
-Means,  smd  the  amoutKof  the  ifibcof  Exchequer  bills,  andthc  cfti« 
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mate  of  the  Navy  debt  tvicre  ordei^d  to  be  fabmitted  to  the  bid  Com- 
mittee.    Mr.  Hobart  tn  the  ^air. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  having  already  ftated  his  ideais 
on  the  fubjcA  itow  under  the  confideration  of  the  Committee,*  he 
fliould  referve  himfelf  till  he  had  heard  what  farther  objections 
might  be  urged  to  the  propofed  mcafure,  and  ihould  fimply  move 
the  nceeiTary  refolutions : 

I.  That  all  perfbns  entitled  to  anv  Nary,  Vi^oaling,  and  Tnnfport 
bills,  which  were  made  out  on  or  before  the  3  ift  of  December,  1795,  ^^^ 
(hall  on  or  before  the  12th  day  of  November,  1796,  carry  the  fame,  (hav- 
ing had  the  intereft  computed  and  marked  at  the  Navy,  VictuaUing,  and 
traniport  offices  to  the  i6th  of  December,  1796}  to  the  Treafarcr  of  the 
Nainr  to  be  marked  and  certified  to  the  Bunk,  ihall,  in  their  option,  be 
intitled  for  every  1  ool.  of  fuch  bills  to 

178L  IIS.     ^d.     3  per  cent,  annuities,  to  commence  jth  July,  '79^> 

or  to    ^ 
138L  17s.    9|d.  4  per  cent,  annuities,  to  commence  10th  Odober, 

1796,  or  to 
1 19!.    OS.  I  lid.  5  per  cent,  annuities,  to  commence  5th  July*  179^* 
to  be  payable  half  yearly  cut  of  the  confolidated  fund. 

II.  That  the  bills  which  were  made  out  after  the  3  ill  December,  I79J» 
and  on  or  before  the  30th  April,  1796,  (hall  in  their  option  be  intitlsd 
for  every  lool.  of  fuefa  bills  to 

176I.  19s.    9|d.  3  per  cent,  annuities,  to  commence  5  th  July,  X796> 

or  to 
1371.  1 8s.     7|d.  4  per  cent,  annuities,  to  commence  10th  OAober» 

1796,  or  to 
II 81.    OS.  loid.  5  percent,  annuities,  to  commence  jftk  July,  1796, 
to  be  payable  half  yearly  out  of  the  confolidated  fund. 

IIL  That  the  bills  which  were  made  out  after  the  30th  April,  1 796, 
and  before  the  31ft  July  1796,  (hall  in  their  option  be  intitled  for  every 
I  ool.  of  fuch  bills  to 
175I.    Ss.    9d.     3  per  cent,  annuities,  to  commence  $di  Jojy,  1796, 

or  to 
X36I.  19s.    8|d.  4  per  cent,  annuities,  to  commence  loth  OAober, 

1796,  or  to 
I X7I.  1 2s.  T  t|d.  ^  per  cent,  annakies.  to  conimenoe  5th  J«ly»  17S^« 
to  be  payable  half  yearly  out  of  the  confolidated  fund. 

IV.  The  fame  bills  which  were  made  out  after  the  31(1  July,  1 796, 
and  before  the  27th  October,  1796,  (hall  in  their  option  be  intitled  for 
every  lool.  of  fuch  bills  to  .  . 

X73l*  1 8s.  3d.  3  per  cent,  annuities,  to  commence  5th  July,  1796, 

or  to 
136I.     IS.  id.  4  per  cent,  annuities,  tb  commence  loch  Oftober 

1 796,  or  to 
ii6\i  los.  2d.  5  per  cent,  annuities,  to  commenoe  5tkjttly,  179(9 
to  be  payaole  half  yearly  out  of  the  confolidated  fund. 

V.  Tnat  all  perfons  mtitled  to  Exchequer  bills  made  out  purfuant  to 
adt  of  laft  feflion  for  ratfing  2,500,000  by  a  v^te  of  credh,  wlib^thall  on 
or  beforethe J  zth  day  of  NovemWr,  1 796^  carry  the  km  IP  iiiie  PiywiC- 
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ter  of  Exchcqoer  bilb»  Iball.ieceire  »  certiAcaie  intitling  facli  penba  at 
Ua  option  Tor  eveiy  looL  of  fuch  bills  to 

1 76L  19s.    9|a.    3  per  cen^  annuities,  commencing  5th  July,  1796^ 

or  to 
i^TJi.  i8s«    7|d.    4  per  cent,  annaitiei^  commencing  10th  Qdbber, 

1 796,  or  to 
1 1 81.    6s.  io$d.     5  percent,  annuities^  commencing  5th  July,  17969 
to  be  paid  half  yearly  out  of  the  confolidated  fund. 

Mr.  FOX.  When  a  converfatiQn  rofe  on  this  ibbjeft  on  a  for- 
mer ilayy  I  dieaconfidered  it  as  my  duty  to  flate  to  the  Committee 
foxoc  confiderations  which  weighed  fhongly  in  my  mind  ;  iirft,  on 
die  rutnoua  tcndencjr  of  extending,  this  fyftem  beyond  all  precedent 
in  fenncr  times,  even  the  moft  critical,  which  this  country  has  ever 
vritneffed :  fccpndly,  on  the  diiadvantageous  nature  of  die  particu- 
lar terms,  on  which  this  bargain  is  propofed  to  be  concluded.  Since 
that  time  I  have  had  more  kifure  to  confider  the  fubjefl ;  I  have 
alio  had  an  opportunity  to  confult  gentlemen  perfeftly  converfant  in 
fiich  queftions,  and  to  avail  myfelf  of  their  information.  I  am  now^ 
therefore,  .enabled  to  fpeak  with  greater  confidence  as  to  the  particu* 
lar  terms  of  die  bargain. 

In  my  former  calculations  with  refpcA  to  die  rate  of  intei^  ^ 
the  holders  of  Navy  bills,  I  calculated  it  at  1 03  per  cent.  In  this 
point  I  adnut  that  I  took  the  extreme  eafe,  and  alfo  that  I  made  a 
jlmall  miftake  in  the  ufe  of  the  words  per  cent.  I  ought  not  to  have 
calculated  it  at  1 03  per  cent,  but  at  dip  rate  of  1 03  upon  85  or  86. 
The  foUowii^  is  the  accurate  calculadon  of  the  intcreft  made  on 
a  Navy  bill  bought  two  months  ago  at  1 5  per  cent,  difcount,  fup- 
pofing  it  to  be  fiinded  according  to  the  Chaneellor  of  the  Exche^ 
qucr's  plan,  in  die  5  per  centa.  at  2-|*  per  cent,  below  the  market 
price  of  88 : 

Interefton  lool.  for  6oday8,  at  4  per  cent.    »—        — r«  £•  6  i$     z 

Intereft  on  ditto,  from  the  30th  of  Odober  to  the  1 2th  of  1 

December,  bdng  43  days,        —  ^—         j       ^'9    5 

Premium  of  if  percent,  on  each  lool.  ftock,  in  the  5I 

p£r  cents,  valued  at  S8,  or  on  114I.  ftock,  which  is  V  ^   a  16    o 
equivalent  to  106I.  in  mgney,        —  .        J 

IMfcount  at  15  per  cent.        ■  —        ■  ■  15    p    o 
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This  fum  being  allowed  on  85I.  (the  purchafe  money  of  the 
Navy  bill)  is  equal  to  an  intereft  on  lool.  of  22I.  5s.  5d. 

If  therefore. the  intcreft  for  60  days  is  22I.  5s.  5d.  the  intereft 
for  a  whole  year»  or  365  days,  will  be  135I.  9s. 

It  now  turns  out  from  this  calculation,  that  inftead  of  103,  the 

Y    2 
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intcrcft  at  the  i:ate  of  a  whole  year  amounts  to  135;  when  bargains 
arc  made  on  fuch   extravagant  terms,  examples  of  profufion  msty 
ceafc  to  ftrike  the  public  mind  with  fuiprife,  and  the  difi^rerice  be- 
tween 1 03  and  135  may  be  but  little  heeded.     But,  is  the  number 
of  thofc  bills  which  are  to  be  funded  on  fuch  enormous  terms  to 
very  fmall,  is  the  ftate  of  the  country  fuch  as  to  enable  it  to  conclude 
a  bargain  on   terms   fo  extraordinary  and   unprecedented  ?      The 
right  honourable  gentleman  deplorc,s  the  ncceflity  which  renders  fuch 
a  meafure  necc(&ry ;  in  my  mind  it  is  not  enough  to  deplore  die  ne- 
ceflTity  which  is  attended  with  an  evil  of  fuch  magnitude :  we  ought 
alfo  to  feek  the  means  to  prevent  it  in  future.     On  former  occa- 
iions  the  right  honourable  gentleman  himfelf  was  not  the  flowed  to 
reprobate  fuch  inftances  of  abufe  ;   he  was  himfelf,  in  1782,  the 
Member  of  a  Committee  to  examine  into  the  ftate  of  public  ac- 
counts, and  to  detect  any  inflance  of  mifcondud^  in  the  financiai 
operations  of  Minifters.     Of  this  circumftance  he  was  reminded 
by  an  honourable  friend  of  mine,  (Mr.  Grcj%)  the  Member  for 
Northumberland,  whofe  abfence  on  the  prefent  occafxon.  I  regret; 
but  whom  at  all  times  I  can  only  regard  with  the  higheft-fentiments 
of  refped,  admiration  and  efteem.     When  he  was  reminded  by 
that  honourable  friend  how  far  he  had  Hnce  deviated  from  the  prin- 
ciples he  profefTed,  and  the  condud  he  had  adopted  in   1 7  8  2,  his 
only  defence  was  an  appeal  to  limilar  Inflances  of  abufe  which  had 
formerly  been  pradlifed ;  but  in  the  prefent  inftance,  he  cannot  even 
fet  up  this  ground  of  juftification.     He  will  not  furcly  contend  that 
Navy  bills  have  ever  at  any  former  period  been  iifued  to  fuch  an 
extent.      It  is  neceffary  onljr  to  refer  to  the  experience  of  laft  year; 
it  mufl  appear  a  mod  extraordinary  and  unprecedented   fad,  that 
there  (hould  have  been  iffued  Navy  bills  to  the  amount  of  not  Icfs 
than  eight  millions  more  than  had  been  forefcen  in  the  calculations 
of  the  right  honourable  gentleman.      If  the  public  fervice  called  for 
fuch  an  immcnfe  fum,  it  was  furely  incumbent  upon  him  even  to 
have  faced  the  inconvenience  of  calling  together  Parliament  at  an 
unufual  period,  in  order  to  obtain  their  fanAion  to  rafe  the  neceffary 
fupplics.      He  ought  for  two  reafons  to  have  adopted  this  meafure 
of  affembling  Parliament  at  fuch  a  crifis ;  firft,  to  avoid  the  danger 
of  the  precedent  of  raifing  money  to  fuch  an  unlimited  extent  with-* 
out  the  regular  fandlion  of  the  Guardians  of  the  public  purfe ; 
fecondly,  to  prevent  thofc  ruinous  terms  of  intereft,  with  which  the 
bargain  for  fo  large  a  fum  muft  ultimately  be  attended  to  the  public. 
I  now  come  tcJ  advert  to  the  particular  terms.     On  the  face  of  the 
l>argain  itfclf  there  always  appeared  to  me  fomething  fingular  in  the 
different  rates  offered  to  the  holders  of  the  bills.     It  is  evident 
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that  the  increafe  of  the  capital  muft  be  very  difFerent  according  to 
the  different  ftocks,  and  that  alfo  the  quantum  of  annuity  muft  bc^ 
very  different  on  the  fame  principle.     The  right  honourable  gentle- 
man and  myfelf  formerly  differed  on  the  queftion^  **  Whether,  in 
the  fyftem  of  funding,  it  was  better  for  the  public  V  make  the  intercft 
light  or  to  increafe  the  capital?"     I  was  rather  difpofcd  to  think 
that  to  extend  the  capital  was  a  lefs  evil  than  to  burden  the  public 
with  a  heaVy  intereft.      Tfufpedl,  however,  that  all  our  difference 
on  this  que()ion  was  only  with  refpedl  to  the  quantum.     And  as  I 
would  confider  it  advifeable  to  make  a  fmall  addition  to  the  intcreft 
in  order  to  diminifh  the  capital,  fo  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
^'ould  alfi)  think  it  right  fomewhat  to  extend  the  capital  in  order  fo 
alleviate  the  preffure  of  .intereft.     The  (inking-fund  bill  has  un- 
doubtedly made  fome  diffence  in  the  queftion.     But  what  is  Mie 
rcfult  which  I  now  wilh  to  fubmit  to  the  Committee  t     The  n  uu- 
ral  rcfult  of  this  reafoning,  with  refpeft  to  capital  and  intcreft  e\ " 
dently  is,  that  in  proportion  as  the  capital  is  extended,  the  infer    r 
ought  tu  be  low,  and,  vice  vcrfa,  in  proportion  as  the  capita!  is   1 
minifhed,  the  intercft  ought  to  be  increafed.   No  propofifiun  « ^n  : 
piore  obvious  than  this  ;  yet,  when  in  theprefent  inftancc  I  ?y\ 
it  to.  the  different  rates  of  capital  and  intereft  in  the  different  !    .'  , 
|>ropofcd  to  the  holders  of  the  bills,  I  found  dircflly  the  rev(  •     .^ 
be  the  cafe.     This  will'  appear  from  the  following  compar. 
ilatemcnt  of  the  rates  of  capital  and  annuity,  calculated  in  the  (^ 
different  claffes  of  the  terms  offered  to  the  rcfpcdlive  holders  of 

the  bills.  '    , 

piRST  CLASS.  '  Intel  eft. 

Navy  bill  of  lool.  funded  in  the  3  per  cents.    £, 
at  ^6f  will  CEcate  in  dock  a  debt  of        — 

Ditto  in  the  4  per  cents,  at  7  a        — 

Pitto  in  the  5  per  cents,  at  84        —         — r 

^  SECOND    CLASS. 

Navy  bill  of  lool.  funded  in  the  5  per  cents. 
at  5(J|,  will  create  in  ftock  a  debt  of    —    - 

Ditto  in  the  4  per  cents,  at  72I        — 

Ditto  in  the  5  per  cents,  at  84J        —        — 

THIRD    CLASS. 

Navy  bills  of  lool.  funded  in  the  3  per  cents, 
at  57,  will  create  in  ftock  a  debt  ot     —     — 

Ditto  in  the  4  per  cents,  at  73        —        

Ditto  in  the  5  per  cents,  at  8  J        —        — 

FOURTH    CLASS. 

Navy  bill  of  lool.  funded  in  the  3  per  ceats. 
at  57f ,  will  create  in  ftock  a  debt  of        — 
Ditto  in  the  4  per  cents,  at  73 J 
Ditto  in  the  5  per  cents,  at  85^ 
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MRST    CLASS..  Djff.  oflllt. 

Exoefs  of  ftock  faadcd  in  the  3  per  cents,  above  the     j[^  i^       £*  ^ 

4  per  cents.  jo  ,^  '  ^ 

Ditto  above  the  5  per  cents.        — — .  i«_  r^  xs 

SECOND    CLASS. 

In  proportion  to  the  dif-  ^ 
ference  in  the  firft  clafs, 
the   di£[erence  of  in<* 
tereft  ihouki  have  been 

S.  d. 

I  II  Exccfs  of  ftock  funded  in  the 
3  per  cents,  above  the  4  per 

cents.        —        .39     J         4     * 

'  II  10  Ditto  above  the  5  per  cents.      58  13       x%     z 

TRIRl^    CLASS. 

311  Excefs  of  ftock  funded  in  the 
3.  per  cents,  above  the  4  per 

cents.        1—        38  14        44 

II  10  Ditto  above  the  5  per  cents.       58     i       i*     s 

FOURTH    CLASS. 

3  10  Excefs  of  ftock  funded  in  the 
3  per  cents,  above  the  4  per 

cents.       37  1 7        4    6 

II     6  Ditto  above  the  5  per  cents.       59  19       12     % 

This  ffatcmcnt  fuggefts  manr  obfcrvations.  If  the  capital  is 
rigbt,  the  difference  of  intercft  mufl  be  wrong.  In  the  firfl  dafls 
the  difference  between  the  3  per  cents,  and  the  4  per  cents,  is  39K 
14s.  the  annuity  is  only  four  (hillings.  So  that,  in  rcturA  for  this 
capital  of  39I.  14s.  the  public  are  only  compenfated  by  an  annuity 
of  four  (hillings.  In  the  firft  clafs,  the  difierence  of  capital  be* 
tween  the  4  per  cents,  ahd  the  5  per  cents,  is  59I.  11  s^  the  differ- 
ence of  intercft  is  1 2s.  The  Committee  muft  here  perceive  the 
ftriking  inequality  between  the  rates  of  capital  and  intcreft  in  the  3 
and  the  5  per  cents,  as  affe<3s  the  principle  of  capital  and  dintercft. 
But,  in  order  to  render  the  deviation  from  this  principle  ftill  more 
apparent,  let  us  compare  the  rates  in  the  5  per  cents,  of  the  firft 
and  fourth  cl^fs.  In  the  firft  clafs,  the  difference  of  capital* be- 
tween the  4  and  5  per  cents,  is  59I.  i  is.  the  difference  of  Intereft 
is  I2s.  in  tlie  fourth  clafs,  the  difference  of  capital  is  5 61.  19s. 
the  difference  of  intereft  is  1 2s.  8d.  It  cannot  be  neceffary  to  fay 
any  thing  farther  with  refpedl  to  the  terms. '  I  am  indeed  wholly 
at  a  lofs  to  account  upon  what  principle '  of  calculation,  or  upon 
what  ground  of  policy  this  meafure  can  be  fupported.  For  I  con- 
tend, that  if  the  rates  in  the  firft  clafs  are  arranged  ppon  any  raw 
tional  principle,  thofc  in  tlie  fourth  in  the  correfponding  funds  muft 


Ocr.  31.]  DEBATES.  167 

be  abfmrd  In  the  extreme.  Eithery  in  the  firft  clafs^  you  extend 
your  capital  beyond  the  proper  b6unds,  or,  in  tlie  fourth,  you  &cii- 
ficc  too  much  imcreft. 

However  difficult  it  may  be  to  arrange  the  degrees  of  thofc 
termsy  that  bufineilSy  I  think,  oug^t  to  be  fubmitted  to  the  dediion 
of  I^rliament,  and  not  left  to  the  difcretion  of  the  ftockholders. 
Inftead  of  adopting  the  regular  proportion,  and  calculating  down- 
wards, a  dirctlly  contrary  made  of  calculation  has  been  employed. 
The  difierence  of  iritcreft  is  made  greater  in  proportion  as  the  ca- 
pital is  lefs,  and,  vice  verfa,  in  proportion  as  the  capital  is  greater^ 

*  the  intcrcft  is  lefs. 

In  the  courfe  of  the  difcuffion  on  this  fubjeft,  wc  have  repeatedly 
heard  of  the  term  ionus.  The  frequent  introdudion  of  this  term 
bonus,  upon  this  occafion,  1  for  one  have  not  confidered  to  be  very 
regular  or  aufpicious.  In  borrowing  of  large  fums  at  all  times  the 
ncceffity  of  a  bonus  is  a  matter  of  very  ferious  confideration  to  the 
country,  and  forms  no  fmall  addition  to  the  preflure  of  public  bur- 
dens ;  but  let  us  confider  the  particular  nature  and  circumftances  of 
the  prefent  tranfaflion.  Wc  (hall  find  in  this  inftancc  the  hard- 
ship greatly  increafed,  and  the  preffure  doubly  fevere.  Let  us  con- 

*  fider  that  thofe  bills  are  originally  ilTued  at  a  difcount  of  7,  to,  and  ^ 
ultimately  of  1 4  and  1 5  per  cent.     In  what  light  can  this  be  con- 
fidered but  as  a  bonus  1     And  after  this  enormous  bonus,  not  at  a 
period  when  you  are  borrowing,  but  when  you  are  taking  meafures 

to  pay  what  you  have  borrowed,  you  think  neceffary  to  give  fo  much 
additional  bonus.  At  moft  you  can  only  Aate  that  this  bonus  is 
given  in  order  to  induce  the  holders  to  change  the  form  of  their  fc- 
curity  from  the  public.  Is  it  poflible  not  to  forefee  the  confequence 
of  fuch  a  proceeding  in  great  financial  operations  ?  and  fuch  is  the 
ptefent  fituation  of  this  country,  that  it  is  only  to  great  financial 
operations  we  can  look  in  order  adequately  to  meet  the  public  exi- 
gencies. Ought  we  not,  in  difcufling  fuch  a  meafure,  to  advert  a 
little  to  the  reiburces  of  the  country  ?  Great  and  powerful  as  thoTe 
refoorces  may  be,  they  muft  be  nothing  lefs  than  inexhaufiible,  if 
they  are  able  to  fland  the  efle£t  of  a  repetition  of  fuch  meafures, 
psmiculatly  at  a  period  when  we  know  not  how  often  or  to  what 
extent  we  may  be  requir^  to  give  out  fandion  to  frefb  loans  for 
the  public  fcrvice.  How  long  is  it  fittiug  that  the  public  (hould  be 
called  upon  to  buy  up  debt  on  fuch  profufe  and  enormous  terms? 
Xjood  God,  is  it  not  a  confiderable  bonus,  when  Navy  bills  are 
'bbugfht  up  at  9  per  cent,  difcount,  and  are  how  to  be  paid  without 
any  dlibount  at  all  ^  But  here  I  am  told  of  the  inconvenience  of 
f ufitting  Yudi  an  immenfe  mafs  of  ftoating  debt  to  remain  unfunded 
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in  tb€  market.     I  am  told  of  the  confequent  fcarcity  of  circolation 
medium,  and  of  the  important  relief  which  will  in  this  rcfpcQ  be 
afforded  by  removing  thde  bills  out  of  the  market.    I  am  not  much 
difpofed  to  reafon  confidently  on  any  hypothefis  with  refpcdl  to  the 
circulating  medium.  The  refult  of  almoft  eveiy  hypothefis  has  (hown 
that  fuch  reafonings  are  conduced  .very  much  in  the  dark.      In 
1793  there  was  the  fame  complaint  of  the  want  of  a  circulating  me- 
dium. ^  In  order  to  remedy  the  deficiency,  five  millions  of  Exche- 
quer bills  were  then  iffued.     Now  as  a  remedy  for  the  fame  evil,  it 
is  propofed  to  take  a  certain  quantity  of  unfunded  bills  out  of  the 
market.     But  the  true  caufc  of  this  fcarcity  of  circulating  medium, 
and  of  all  the  confequent  embarrafiment  is,  that  we  a  refpending  fifty 
orfixty  millions  annually.      It  is  to  this  enormous  rate  of  expendi- 
ture we  are  to  look  as  the  real  caufe  of  the  diftrefs,  and  not  to  any 
partial  and  theoretical  evil,  which  it  is  thus  at  different  times,  as 
fuits  the  purpofe  of  a  Minifter,  propofed  to  meet  by  remedies  dia- 
metrically oppolite.      But  we  are  told  that  the  evil  day  will  come  at 
lafl,  and  that  it  will  be  necefiary  to  pay  thofe  bills  at  different  inter- 
vals, of  fix,  feven,  or  twelve  months.      I  (ay  then,  rather  borrow 
how  on  any  terms,  than  fudmit  to  the  unprecedented  meafure  of 
buying  up  debt  at  fuch  an  enormous  rate.     I  am  not  inclined  to  fpe- 
culate  on  the  future  f^ate  of  public  credit,  but  I  am  not  fanguine 
enough  to  hope  that  if  fuch  meafures  as  the  prefent  are  adopted,  it 
will  be  much  improved  at  a  future  period.     Do  not,  however,  let 
us  adopt  the  language,  "  Let  us  make  any  terms  we  can  now,  for 
we  fhall  afterwards  be  obliged  to  make  worfe."     I  trufl  that  this  is 
not  the  juftification  of  the  prefent  meafure,  and  yet  I  fee  no  other 
which  can  readily  be  adopted.     What  the  credit  of  the  country 
may  be  at  a  future  period  mud  heceffarily  depend  on  various  caufes, 
on  the  events  of  war,  on  the  probabilitj'  of  peace,  or  on  the  length 
of  time  during  which  there  is  a  profpe(51  that  the  war  may  be  con- 
tinued.    My  opinion  is,  that  the  adoption  of  fuch  meafures  as  the 
prefent  will  tend  more  to  injure  the  credit  of  the  country  than  any 
other  expedient  which  poflibly  could  be  employed.     Nothing  can 
more  effcflually  contribute  to  aggravate  the  public  diftrefs  than  the 
attempt  to  conceal  its  real  caufti,  to  account  for  it  by  illufive  and  fal- 
lacious theories,  and  to  meet  it  by  partial  and  inefficient  remedies. 
If  we  wifh  fuitably  to  provide  for  the  exigency  of  the  crifis,  and  to 
redrefs  the  exifting  evils,  let  us  not  have  recourfe  to  empty  hypo- 
thefis, or  to  pontradidory  expedients.      Let  us  raife  the  public  in- 
come to  the  fcale  of  the  public  expenditure,  or  let  us  confine  the  ex- 
penditure within  the  limits  of  the  income.     We  may  thus  expcft 
to  remedy  the  deficiency  of  the  circulating  medium,  and  to  remove 
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the  cmbaizaflffnent  which  is  in  confequence  expcrieiH^ed,  which, 
nvhile  we  pcrfevcrc  in  our  prcfcnt  fyftem  of  unlimited  confidence, 
and  ruinous  profufion,  we  never  can  hope  to  cffecS  by  liftcning  to 
vague  theories,  or,  by  adopting  oppofitc  expedients,  to  rcdrefs  the 
fame  evil. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  though  he  fliould  not  detain 
the  Committee  for  any  lengrh  of  time  in  what  he  had  to  offer,  he 
ihould  endeavour  to  follow  the  right  honourable  gentleman  through 
the  principal  points  upon  which  he  had  touched.  Pic  was  happy  to 
have  found  an  opportunity  of  explaining  the  true  point  of  yiew  in 
which  the  prefent  mcafure  was  to  be  confidcrcd,  and  ^o  reply  to 
the  exaggerated  Hatcments  and  highly-coloured  representations  whic^ 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  made.  The  firft  ftateq-iCnt  givpn 
by  the  riglit  honourable  gentleman  of  the  intcrcft  which  the  holders 
of  Navy  bills  would  receive  on  a  certain  proportion  of  t^e  bills, 
l«ras  at  the  rate  of  103I.  per  cent,  but  he  had  now  corre^^ed  his 
ftatement  and  found  that  it  amounted  to  1 30I.  While  it  was  adi- 
xnitted  that  this  was  an  extreme  cafe,  the  right  honourable  gentleman^ 
however,  had  reprefented  the  calculation  as  applicable,  to  a  confi- 
derable  part  of  the  debt.  This  cxKre£ied  ftatement  the  right  honour- 
able gentleman  would  find  it  necetTary  to  corre^,  if  he  examineid 
with  accuracy  the  whole  of  the  circumftances  upon  which  it  was 
founded.  With  regard  to^  the  principle  upon  which  the  fubjcdt 
was.  to  be  viewtd,  it  was  underdood  that  the  holder  of  Navy  bills 
had  no  fccurity  that  the  payment  of  the  fums  for  which  they  wctp 
received  would  be  made  in  lefs  than  fifteen  months.  If  the  public 
however  finds  it  convenient  to  difcharge  them  in  fix  weeks,  or 
any  other  period  lefs  than  that  for  which  they  were  originally  if- 
fued,  was  it  fair  to  calculate  as  a  profit  on  one  month  what  from 
this  circumfiance  arofe  upon  a  bill  which  the  holder  had  received 
as  payable  at  fifteen  months  ?  Was  it  fair  to  reprcfcnt  the  credit 
pf  the  country  as  in  a  general  ftate  of  depreciation,  bccaufe  indi- 
viduals might  receive  a  profit  which  they  hid  not  in  their  contem- 
plation, and  which  could  in  no  degree  be  confidcrcd  as  the  motive 
from  which  the  fccurity  was  taken,  nor  the  rate  at  which  Govern-r 
,ment  was  fupplicd  ?  But  even  had  his  (latcmcnt  been  true  as  to 
the  general  complexion  which  it  gave  to  the  crcc'it  of  the  country, 
which  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  laboured  to  prove  fo  greatly 
depreciated,  it  cpuld  not  jufiify  him  in  concluding  that  the  credit  of 
Government  fccurities  was  lower  than  at  any  former  periqd.  Did 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  think  that  at  the  prefent  perkd 
Navy  3ilU  were  at  the  hjghcft  difcount  which  they  had  ever  cx- 
j>erle|:y:ed  ?  ThcriglbihonQU^legcntleinan/urclvdj/d  notac^to).e 

Vol.  I.  .         iZ  ' 
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reminded  of  that  period  when  he  himfelf  filled  a  high  office  in  ad> 
miniftration,  when  not  in  a  moment  of  war,  but  nine  months  after 
piyiminarjes  of  peace  were  figned,  four  millions  of  Exchequer  bills 
were  iffucd,  which  fell  to  a  riifcount  of  2 1  jier  cent.     But  even  if 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  was  defirous  to  Cvmtine  himfelf  to  bill  s 
iflued  during  the  lafl  period,  and  upon  which  he  had  calculated 
the  extra  v^ant  intereft  to  a  rife,  he  (hould  take  in  the  whole  of  the 
month  of  Odlober.     During  that  month,  however,  the  average 
(late  of  the  difcount  was  lol.  percent.      In  order  to  cclcur  as- 
high  as  poffible  the  gloomy  and  melancholy  picture  which  he  drew 
of  the  ftate  of  credit,  he  had  formed  his  ftatcmcnt  upon  the  highed 
day  of  that  period  as  the  rate  of  difcount  for  the  whole  of  the  month. 
But  when  the  terms  of  a  bargain,  were  difcufling,  the  objefl  of 
which  was  to  remove  out  of  the  market  that  quantity  of  floating 
fecurities  which  the  right  honourable  gentleman  hu\  reprcfrnted  as  iljc 
very  caufe  of  tliat  evil  which  he  defcribed  in  fuch  ftrong  colours.  It 
was  to  have  been  expeftcd  that  thcfe  objeftions  would  have  been 
waved.     The  prineip'c  itfclf  was  far  from  being  denied,  and  tJic 
mcafure  derived  fupport  frcrri  the  very  manner  in  which  it  had  been 
condemned.     To  difcover  the  real  advani;'^o  ".vb.tch  the  holders  of 
the  bills  received,  it  was  ncccflary  to  confider  the  whole  of  the 
fubjcdl.     He  had  prepared  calculations  upon  this  point,  from  the 
rcfult  of  which,  the  Committee  would  be  able  to  perceive  what  in 
reality  had  been  the  general  rate  of  difcount  upon  >ravy  bills  for 
the  period  for  wJiich  they  were  iflued.     They  were  ta  compare, 
then,  the  extremes  of  the  lowefl^and  higheft  ;  and  the  Committee 
would  be  furprifed  to  know,  after  the  gloomy  accounts  they  had 
heard,  that  the  average  of  the  difcounts  from  October,    1795,  to 
the  end  of  Odlober,   1796,  was  only  6-j  per  cent.     The  ave- 
rage of  each  month  was   likcwife  to  be  viewed  along  with  the 
quantity  iflued  each  month,  fo  that  it  appeared  that  the  holders  of 
the  Bills,  fo  far  from  receiving  at  the  rate  of  103I.   per  cent,  or 
according  to  tlie  right  honourable  gentleman's  correfted  ftatement,  at 
the  rate  of  1 30I.  per  cent,  received  upon  the  bills  iflued  for  that  pe- 
riod no  more  than,6-j  per  cent.     With  regard  to  the  diflerencc 
which  ought  to  be  made  between  the  pcrfons  holding  bills  for  a 
greater  or  lefs  fpace,  he  fliould  not  an;ue  that  part  of  the  fubjctt. 
He  fliould  afterwards  flate  what  difference  he  had  made.     He 
wiflied,  however,  on  this  occafion,  to  recal  the  fentinf>ents  of  ihc 
right  honourable  gentleman  during  former  periods  upon  this  point. 
When  he  had  firft  entered  into  the  fituation  which  he  now  filled, 
at  the  end    of  the  American  war,  amidfl  the  financial  diforder 
whTch  then  prevailed,  when  for  a  period  of  five  years  the  average 
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difcount  upon  Navy  Bills  had  been  higher  than  when  the  right  honour- 
able gentleman  himfclf  had  previoufly  been  in  admkiiftration,  and 
Xct  parliament  had  never  been  called  upon  to  prevent  the  neceffity 
of  fo  great  a  quantity  of  floating  fecuritiesy  and  to  aflbrd  the  fupplies 
\irhich  had  been  raifed  by  the  iffue  of  thefe  bills,  and  he  (Mr.  Pitt) 
was  called  upon  to  fund  that  mafsof  unprovided  debt,  the  idea  of  dif- 
crimtnation  was  violently  oppofed  by  the  right  honourable  gentleman, 
and  he  Tpoke  wifh  equal  confidence  and  certainty  of  the  blow  which 
credit  was  to  receive,  as  he  did  on  the  prefent  occafion.   It  appeared, 
however,  that  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  changed  his  opi- 
nion,  and  that  the  principles  which  he  profeflfed  in  1784,  did  not 
equally  apply  in   1796   as  they  had  done  at  the  former  period. 
The  principle  of  difcrimination  which  he  had  propofed  to  introduce, 
and    had  explained  formerly,  was  one  which  policy  dilated,   if 
the  propriety  of  funding  was  at  all  admitted.     The  right  honourable 
gentleman  had  talked  of  a  bonus  when  the  money  was  borrowed, 
and  a  bonu^  when  it  was  to  be  paid.     The  point,  however,  fiood 
(hortly  thus:   Upon  every  looK  which  was  iffued  in  the  way  of 
Navy  bills,  the  holder,  at  the  rate  of  4  per  cent,  was  to  receive 
1 05L  in  fifteen  months.     To  induce  the  holders  to  take  a  different 
fpecies  o^.fecurity,  it  was  necelTary  to  give  foniething  more  than 
the   real  value :  if.  this  flight  advantage  was  not  given,  then  tHe 
public  incurr<*d  no  additional  expence,  afid  unlefs  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  maintained  (what  rather  fcemed  to  be  the  gbje^l  oP  his 
argument  to  reprefent  in  a  difFerent  light)  that  at  the  time  when  the 
bills  became  due,  the  ^ate  of  the  finances  and  of  credit  might  be 
Jo  improved  that  they  might  be  difchargcd  more  advantageoufly,  he 
could  fee  no  objection  to  the  meafure.  *  He  himfelf  was  inclined  to 
think  that  the  public  credit  and  refources  would  at  that  future  per 
riod  be  in  fo  fiourifhing  a  f^ate  as  to  realize  this  fuppolition,  and 
were  it  proper  to  fpeculate  at  all,  he  fhould  fpeculate  upon  fuch  an 
event.     But  if  it  might  interfere  witli  the  exertions  by  M'hich  we 
were  to  be  placed  in  that  defirable  firuarlon,  to  allow  the  market 
to  conrinue  to  be  dcpreflcd,  and  our  refources  fettered  by  fuch  a 
quantity  of  floating  fecuritics,  were  we  by  a  criminal  negle<ft  to 
defeat  the  fpeculation,  and  to  difappofnt  our  profpeds  ?  But  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  faid  that  he  (hould  not  fpeculate  on  fuch  a 
favourable  (late  of  our  public  fituation  at  fuch  a  period,  and  wa» 
inclined  to  hold  out  views  of  a  lefs  pleaiing  nature.     If,  however, 
thefe  Navy  bills  were  to  be  paid  at  little  more  than  the  rate  which 
the  holders  were  entitled  to  receive  at  the  end  of  fifteen  month%  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  cannot  obje£t  to  the  meafure,  except  he 
can  prove  that  the  ailvantage  of  paying  jufl  now,  with  the  (mail, 
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additional  temptation  to  the  hol(ler,  is  not  equal  to  the  favir^  which 
the  difFcrcnce  would  dccalion.  The  rijjht  honourable  gentleman  will 
not  furcly  fay  that  6  per  cent,  for  fourteen  ninths,  with  a  view 
to  induce  the  holders  to  fall  in  with  the  plan,  was  an  extravagant 
profit.  The  right  honourable  gentleman  faid  that  the  Navy  bills,  noc- 
.withftartding  the  regulation  by  which  they  were  to  be  paid  in  fifteen 
months,  had  cdntinued  to  experience  a  high  difcount.      It  fareij^ 
however,  was  not  difcredi table  to  have  introduced  a  law  andcr  the 
operation  of  which  they  had  mainfaincd  their  credit  fo  well,  com- 
pared with  the  (tetc  of  depreciation  thxj  had  experienced   during 
the  American  war,  and  &t  other  pcrtOvls.     The  right  honourable 
gentleman  faid  that  Parliament  thoul<J  have  been  aflembkd  and  ol Jed 
for  the  regular  fupplies,  inftead  of  ifluing  bilh  to  fuch  an  amount. 
But  what  had  the  right  honourable  genrkmnn  himfelf  done  when  he 
was  a  Member  of  Adminlflrafion  ?   If  lie  was  than  of  opinion  that 
Parliament  (liould  be  fuinmoncd,  how  could  he  reconcile  that  ©pi- 
tiion  with  the  expedient  he  had  adopted,  with  tlic  ilTucof  four  mH- 
lions  of  Navy  bills  in  order  to  fuppiv  the  wants  of  d^c  public 
fervice?     The  pttfent  meafurc  was  in  faft  a  progrcffivc  ftcp  to- 
wards removing  fmm  the  market  thofc  floadng  fecuridcs  which 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  reprc  ferued  as  fadifadvantngeotis,  and 
towards  the  attainment  of  that  -objcft  which  he  confidcfed   as  nc- 
Ceffary.     With  regard  to  the  terms,  it  was  afked,  Whether  ad- 
vantage was  to  be  taken  of  the  altefation  of  the  funds  ?  *   Thb, 
however,  was  of  very  little  importance.     The  fsdl  arofc  ftom  a 
general  caufc,  though  it  might  be  expe<51ed  that  before  the  new 
Ajnded  debt  had  properly  diffufed  itfcif,  fome  alteration  in  the 
flock  in  which  it  was  vcftcd  would  take  place — a  circomihincc- 
which  was  forcfccn  and  allowed  by  the  holders,  though  he  had  not 
eotifidered  it  of  much  weight.     The  bonus  to  the  holders  was  ex- 
tremely fmallj  and  of  itfelf  was  a  ftriking  proof  of  the  high  cfti- 
mation  of  our  rcfources,  and  the  general  credit  of  the  country.— 
There  was  another  point  on  which  the  right  hom>urable  gentleman 
fpoke  with  a  degree  of  candour,  in  wiiich  he  feemed  to  haye  forgot  the 
former  difFcrcnce  ot  opinion  wliich  fubiifted  between  them.     Per- 
haps the  animolitythe  right  honourable  gentleman  had  oikc  difplayed 
upon  this  fubjeft  was  foftened  by  time,  and  they  now  had  ap- 
proached Jicar  to  the  opinions  of  each  other.     He  did  not  itrtaginc 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  purpofely  abated  fomc^?vhat  of 
the  ftridnds  of  a  doi61rine  he  had  formerly  held  fo  keenly,  when  he 
had  no  longer  the  feme  motives  to  prcffs  its  utmoft  extent,  dpc- 
cially  when  he  might;  find  fome  advantage  in  the  application  of  it 
on  the  prefent  occasion.    ,  They  indeed  had  not,  it  feems,  differed 
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'ib  widely  as  they  once  imagined.  This  was  with  tfigaad  to  the 
addition  of  capital,  and  the  quantity  of  intcreft.  The  advantages 
and  the  difadvantages  of  both  modes  of  funding  were  fuch,  in  the 

'  right  honourable  gentleman's  opinion,  that  it  was  not  cafy  to  aflign 
the  limits  in  which  they  were  to  be  taken.  The  honourable  gen- 
tleman in  cxprefling  his  opinion  of  the  funding  in  die  higheft  clafs, 
had  not  dated  his  objeflions  with  that  vehemence  which  he  had 
difplayed  on  former  occafions.  The  right  honourable  gentleman  had 
not  recollefted  that  the  linking  fund  had  the  effeft  to  render  it 
more  eligible  to  add  to  the  intereft  rather  than  to  the  capital,  as 
it  operated  at  once  to  the  reducftion  of  the  mafs  of  the  debt,  and  to 
improve  the  general  credit  of  the  country.  If  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  himfelf  found  it  difficult  to  determine  how  much  in- 
tcreft (hould  be  given,  it  fhould  not  fecm  furprifing  to  him  that 
there  were  fome  difference  in  the  proportions.  The  greateft  vari- 
ation was  a  fra(51ion  upon  a  point  which,  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man had  corifcffed,  was  not  reducible  to  any  general  principle. 
He  could  not  therefore  cxpeft  any  great  proportion  between  them, 

'for  the  intcrcfts  would  vary  in  different  degrees.  Having  ftated  fo 
much,  he  fhould  not  go  farther  into  details,  but  fhould  only  deftre 
the  Committee  to  bear  In  mind  the  points  to  which  he  had  ad- 
verted, and  the  errors  which  he  had  expofcd  in  the  fbtements  of 
the  right  honourable  gentleman.  He  had  fhewn  that  the  calculations 
of  the  right  honourable  gentleman  were  exaggerated.  .He  had  proved 
that  on  former  occafions,  particularly  after  the  conclufion  of  the 
laft  war,  the  difcount  upon  Navy  bills  had  been  2 1  per  cent,  and 
that  only  6^  was  the  general  rate  to  which  they  had  been  dc- 
pref&d.  He  fhould  therefore  leave  the  Committee  to  judge 
Ivhether  the  meafurc  deferved  the  reprobation  which  it  had  re- 
ceived, and  with  what  confiftcncy  it  proceeded  from  the  right  hcv 
iK>urablc  gentleman. 

Mr.  F(!)X  faid  that  he  had  indeed  fiatcd  the  difcount  upOn 
Navy  bills  as  unfavourable  to  the  credit  of  the  country  5  but  his 
calculation  of  the  enormous  rate  of  135I.  per  cent,  which  had 
been  paid  for  money,  h<!  had  produced  as  inferring  blame  upon 
thofc  by  whom  it  was  given.  He  blamed  Minlfters  becaufe  they 
liad  borrowed  money  at  fuch  intereft.  He  could  not  mean  to  rc- 
prcfent  the  credit  of  the  country  to  be  funk  fo  low  as  that  better 
terms  could  not  be  obtained,  becaufe  then  thofe  who  borrowed 
could  not  be  blamed  ;  but  he  reprobated  their  condudt  becaufe  they 

'   had  not  prevented  the  neccffity  of  fuch  terms:     He  had  not  con- 

*  fined  himfelf  merely  to  the  month  of  Odlober,  for,  reckoning  to 
the  8th  of  November,  fome  part  of  September  muft  be  included. 
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The  proportion  of  the  bills  winch  fell  under  hit  calculation^  how* 
ever,  was  nearly  a  third*  Tlie  right  honourable  gentleman  had  taken 
Offtober  as  his  average  month;  but  did  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
ferioufly  imagine  that  he  had  proved  his  point  by  taking  this  ave* 
rage?  for  during  eight  or  ten  days* the  intention  of  funding  was 
known,  and  the  credit  of  the  Navy  bills  recovered  of  courfe.     He 
had  never  ftated  that  holders  of  bills  had  in  view  a  profit  at  the 
rate  of  X35I.  per  cent,  but  he  had  faid  that  Minifters  were  cul- 
pable in  iduing  bills  when  they  knew  that  fuch  a  profit  would  be 
paid  by  the  public.  The  right  honourable  gentleman  had  alluded  to 
an  adminiftration  in  which  he  (Mr.  Fox)  had  the  honour  to  be  con- 
eemedy  though  he  had  no  particular  connection  with  the  financial 
department.     But  were  Navy  bills  in  the  fame  ficuation  with  that 
fpccies  of  fecurity  now  ?     At  that  time  no  intereft  commenced  for 
fix   months,  and  there  was  no  fixed  period  for  their  payment. 
With  what  propriety  then  can  the  right  honourable  gentleman  compare 
the  fbte  of  Navy  bills  then  with  their  fiuiation  under  the  exiting 
regulations?     The  law  by  which  they  were  limited  to  fifteen 
months  had  met  with  his  approbation,  and  he  (hould  perhaps  give 
bis  fupport  to  any  propofal  that  tended  dill  farther  to  limit  the  pe- 
riod of  iheir  circulation.     He  had  faid  that  the  meafurcof  limiting 
them  to  fifteen  months  had  not  been  eflUcacious,  but  this  he  conceived 
was  to  be  afcribed  to  the  magnitude  of  the  evil,  to  which  the  remedy 
was  inadequate.     But  the  different  fituation  in  which  Navy  bills 
now  flood  took  away  from  the  right  honourable  genricman  all  advan- 
tage from  the  compaiifon  he  had  made.    During  the  Amo'ican  war 
Navy  bills  often  ran  two  and  fometimes  three  years.  The  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman  had  alluded  to  the  difcri  mi  nation  which  he 
ha4  oppofcd  when  the  Navy  bills  were  to  be  funded  at  the  end  of 
,  the  American  war.     He  had  objected  to  any  difcrimination,  bc- 
cauTe  at  that  time  the  only  fecurity  which  the  holder  poflTefled  was 
that  he  Ihould  be  paid  previous  to  any  bills  being  ifiucd  of  a  fubfe- 
qucnt  date  to  thofe  he  held,  and  of  courfe  their  payment  mig^t 
Jjavc  been  deferred  till  a  new  war,  or  fome  other  circumftance, 
rendered  a  new  ilfue  of  Navy  bills  ncceflfary.    Upon  this  the  point 
had  been  abandoned.  The  right  honourable  gentleman,  who  difplayed 
the  fame  magnanimity  in  receding  as  in  advancing,  had  given  up 
his  p>int,  but  retained  his  opinion.    He  had  fiated  that  the  oppofi- 
*tion  had  proceeded  from  the  molt  fadlious  fpirit,  and,  in  abandoning 
his  plan,  he  imputed  it  entirely  to  the  idle  clamour  which  fad^ipn 
had  excited.     The  holders  of  bills  now,  however,  pofifefe  all  the 
fecurity  of  tlie  country,  and  are  entitled  to  be  paid  at  the  expiration 
of  fifteen  months.     This  be  admitted  was  an  improvement  in  fi- 
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nance.  The  ri^t  honoorable  gendcman  had  faid  that  he  had  de« 
precated  the  number  of  Navy  bills,  yet  had  refufed  hisaflent  to  the 
meafure  by  which  the  number  was  to  be^decreafed.  He  confefled 
that  he  reprobated  this  unry(^ematic  mode  of  proceediiig.  He  did 
not  think  it  was  ncccffary  to  get  rid  of  them  on  bad  terms.  He 
did  not  know  when  the  idea  of  funding  thefe  bills  had  firll  occur- 
red, but  he  did  not  imagine  it  was  quite  new.  It  was  wfy  to  con- 
reive  what  advantage  individuals  might  have  made  by  knowing  that 
the  meafure  was  to  take  plice.  He  did  not  imagine,  however,  that  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  would  give  opportunity  for  fuch  a  fpecu«^ 
lation.  He  did  not  think  fo  ill  of  the  credit  of  the  country,  even 
under  all  the  prcffurc  of  this  expcnfive  war,  and  under  the  ma- 
nagement of  its  prefent  finance  Miniftcrs,  nor  did  he  think  the 
p?^yment  of  intcreft  at  the  rate  of  130  per  cent,  had  any  thing 
to  do  with  this  point ;  yet  he  faw  little  fubjeft  of  confolation  in 
perceiving  that  Navy  bills  had  laboured  under  a  permanent  de- 
preffion  of  6j  per  cent,  which  with  their  ufual  intcreft  amounted 
to  more  than  10  per  cent.  As  to  our  credit  it  was  liable  to  bo 
affe^ed  by  perfevering  in  a  fyftem  of  expcnce  out  of  all  proportion 
to  our  means.  That  the  ifliiing  of  Navy  bills  to  fuch  an  extent 
aiTc6led  credit  he  firmly  believed,  and  he  fhould  willingly  concur 
in  any  meafure  by  which  the  pradice  might  be  farther  regulated  and 
confined.  But  thefe  applications  were  not  nidical.  To  limit 
them  to  fix,  or  even  three  months,  would  not  do  if  the  quantitv 
(hould  not  be  diminiftied.  Thefe  remedies  were  inefFed^ual  be- 
caufe  they  did  not  reach  the  root.  They  did  not  produce  any 
apparent  influence,  becaufc  they  were  not  equal  to  the  rapid  in- 
crcafe  and  confirmed  inveteracy  of  the  evil.  It  was  faid  that  2~ 
per  cent.  Was  no  great  bonus.  He  on  the  other  hand  thought  it 
too  much.  It  was  faid  you  muft  give  fomething.  He  did  not 
fee  any  ncceflity  for  this  at  all.  Here  there  was  no  advance  of 
money.  If  the  bill  was  worth  fo  much,  they  could  keep  it;  if 
they  wanted  money,  they  got  another  exchangeable  fecurity  at  par. 
He  did  not  think  that  any  premium  (hould  have  been  ncceflary  to 
induce  men  to  part  with  ;in  exchangeable  fecurity,  at  a  diicount, 
for  another  at  par,  and  if  the  holder  would  not  agree,  it  could  only 
be  on  fpeculation  that  other  bills  would  be  iffued,  from  i/^hich  they 
would  derive  fome  ultimate  advantage.  On  any  other  views  the 
bargain  muft  be  favourable.  The  right  honourable  gentleman  had 
faid  that  he  (Mr.  Fox)  had  come  nearer  him  in  his  views  upon  the 
point  of  funding  by  capital  or  intereft.  He  had  never  maintained 
his  opinion  in  extremes.  But  it  was  not  ncceflary  to  go  back  to 
former  diflS:renceS|  for  the  fame  obfervations  applied  either  as  to 
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the  quantity  of  inttrcft  or  the  increa£b  of  capital,  but  jrtt^  it  was 
well  known  in  arithmetic  and  mathematics  tha£  the  relations  of 
ijuantities  might  be  afcertained ;  from  this  be  thopght  die  latter 
might  be  difcovered.     Upon  this  ground  he  had  arraigned  the  dif- 
ference of  interefts  in  proportion  to  capital.     He  had  been  accuf- 
ed  of  preijbnting  gloomy  highly -coloured  views  of  our  fituation*     It 
was  not,  laowever,  the  qucliion,  whether  they  were  gloomy,  but 
whether  they  were  true,  and  whether  they  were  not  fuch  as  ought 
to  call  the  attention  of  the  Committee  to  the  fubje£b.     What  he 
Ittd  ftated  was  not  with  a  view  to  depreciate  our  credit,  but  in 
order  to  afibrd  fa6U  by  which  we  were  to  judge  of  our  lituation, 
and  to  examine  tht  condud  of  MiniRers.     We  were  in  reality 
come  lo  thi^,  ihat  the  remedies  that  had  been  employed  had  little 
eSe<£^,  becaufe  they  were  not  equal  to  the  evil ;  regulations  were 
unable  to  confine  us  within  even  the  word  precedents  of  former 
times.— Thcie  mud  now  be  given  up  as  hopelefs,  and  fomething 
more  efficacious  attempted.     Tho'  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
called  his  calculations  extravagant,  he  never  tried  to  confute  them, 
and  what  he  had  fiigmatized  as  overcharged  colourii^g,  he  has  ne- 
ver ventured  to  deny.     What  he  had  mentioned  went  to  a  very 
alarming  extent.     The  country  (hould  not  be  contented  with  the 
anfwcr— that  our  means  were  powerful  and  our  refources,  great. 
The  neccflTity  of  efFefiive  exertions  were  held  out,  but  what  ra- 
tional  hope  could  be  entertained  that  our  refources  would  fupply  the 
ability  ?   It  was  admitted  that  the  balance  of  debt  on  the  Navy  bills 
was  five  million  more  than  die  right  honourable  gentleman  had  calcu- 
lated.    This  was  a  fulHcient  foundation  for  all  objedlions  that  had 
been  made.     Before  the  end  of  the  year,  if  it  went  on  in  the  fame 
proportion,  an  additional  excefs  of  three  millions  would  be  incur- 
red.    In  December,  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  ftated,  that 
X,5oo,oocU  would   probably  be  tlie  amount.     In  April    and 
May,  he  ilated  four  millions,  and  now  it  was  admitted  to  be 
feven  millions.     The  whole  furvey  of  the  war,  and  the  financial 
expedients  that  had  been  employed,  proved,  that  it  had  been  in 
vain  to  attempt  by  any  remedies  to  (lop  the  evil  arifing  from  the 
inereafe  of  the  quannty  of  Navy  Bills.     All  this  (hewed  that  pal- 
liatives would  no  longer  do,  that  it  was  neceilary  to  firike  at  the 
ru)t  of  the  evil,  and  compare  our  refources  with  our  expenditure, 
in  order  to  be  enabled  to  fupport  thofe  exertions,  which,  in  the 
cafe  of  a  farther  pro&otfion  of  the  war,  we  might  be  called  upoB 
to  make.  ; 

Mr.  Ghanc^lior  PITT  and  Mr.  FOX  bid  ^ch  9  few  vords 
in  c^plsu}at4^i|*  1 
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Mr.  MILBANK  mentioned  that  he  had  heard,  that  Navy 
bills  had  been  at  i61.  per  cent,  difcount,  and  he  wifhed  to  be  in- 
formed how  fuch  a  circumftance  wns  compatible  wirh  the  deforip- 
tion  which  had  been  given  of  the  flourifhing  ftaie  of  the  country. 
He  confidercd  it  as  a  fair  qucftion;  he  expedled  that  he  would  re- 
ceive an  explicit  anfwcr. 

No  anfwer  was  given. 

The* Committee  ^hcn  divided  upon  the  refolution; 

Ayes,  208;     Noes,  48  ;  Majority,  160. 

It  was  alfo  moved  and  refolvcd, 

'*  That  towards  making  good  the  fupply  granted  to  his  Mijefty 
*'  there  be  iffued  and  applied  the  fum  of  420,000].  of  the  money 
**  now  remaining  in  the  Exchequer,  being  the  difpofeablc  over- 
**   plus  of  the  grants  for  the  year  1796." 

The  Houfc  being  refumed,  and  the  order  of  the  day  for  taking 
into  farther  confideration  the  report  of  the  Militia  Augmentation 
bill  being  read,  and  a  motion  being  made  for  recommitting  the 

bill, 

Mr.  CURWEN  rofe  and  faid — "  Scnfible  of  the  importance 
and  advantage  of  unanimity  at  this  momentous  crifis,  nothing  but 
the  ftrongeft  fenfe  of  duty  (hould  compel  me  to  hazard  a  ftep  which 
might  intercept  it.  If  Minilkrs  are  equally  fincere  in  their  wifhes 
to  prefervc  the  general  concurrence  c  f  opinion  which  has  hitherto 
prevailed,  it  is  incumbent  upon  th..ii  :o  give  fuch  information  as 
may  juftify  this  Houfe,  and  recbnoilc  the  nation  to  the  burden  and 
inconvenience  which  muft  refult  from  the  meafures  now  under  con- 
fideration. Sir,  in  my  humble  opinion,  it  would  have  been  wife 
and  politic  in  Minifters  to  have  commenced  their  proceedings  by 
fully  and  fairly  laying  before  the  Houfe  the  information  on  which 
his  Majefty's  gracious  communication  of  the  threatened  inva^n  is 
founded  :  every  war  for  the  laft  century  has  had  i:s  bug-bear  of 
invafion.  The  prefcnt  has  been  abundantly  prolific  in  idle  threats 
and  gafconade,  but  I  have  yet  to  learn  that  one  ftcp  towards  the 
execution  of  them  has  ever  been  taken  —In  what  does  this  mani- 
feftation  to  invade  the  country  differ  from  former  ones  that  have  been 
announced  to  us  ?  Is  it  irv  a  renewal  of  idle  threats,  or  in  a6hial 
preparations  ?  If  the  latter,  they  are  eaiily  explained.  To  ellimate 
the  danger  by  what  is  required  to  guard  us  againd  it^  I  could 
fcarcely  rate  it  too  highly  ;  and  yet  if  fuch  really  be  the  cafe,  is  it 
cither  probable  or  even  pofTible  that  Minifters  would  rifk  the 
fafety  of  the  nation  on  a  coid  declaration  of  opinion,  which  has 
raifed  neither  alarm  nor  energy  in  the  country  ?    H<is  the  rig^t 
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honourable  gentleman's  fyftcm  been  fo  free  of  deception  as  to  pre- 
clude diftruft  in  the  breafts  of  thofc,  who  have  neither  confidence  nor 
opinion  of  him  r   If  the  right  honourable  gentleman  wifhcs  for  the 
cotKurrence  of  this  fide  cf  the  houfe,  'tis  not  on  the  fcore  of  confi- 
dence, but  on  a  fair  and  candid  explanation  of  his  meafiircs  he  can 
have  it.     If  the  danger  be  re^l,  there  can  be  but-oncfentiment  ;    to 
be  freed  from  fuch  calamity  (for  an  invafion  would  be  a  great  cala- 
mity, however  much  it  might  end  to  our  wiHics,)  no  facrificcs  arc 
too  great :  what  fo  likely  to  roufe  the  people  as  fully  to  inilrucl 
them  of  the  extent  and   iTii^gnitude  of  the  danger  r  whence,   then, 
this  backwardnefs  of  the  Minifter  to  a  ftep,   by  vliich  everything 
is  to  be  gained,  and  nothing  loft?   Is  there  any  thing  fo  likely  to 
deter  our  enemies  from  fo  lalh  an  entcrprizc,  as  knovi  ing  tiic  ar- 
dour and  energy  with  which  the  countr)'  is  prepared  to  meet  it  r 
Sir,  in  oppofing  your  leaving  the  cliair,  I  wi(b  to  take  iiTuc  with 
the  right  honourable  gentleman,  on  the  reality  of  the  danger  ;    if 
that  fliould  be  eftabliihcd,  I  fhould  feel  it  my  duly  to  go  to  uny 
length  which  might  be  required.      I  am  fcnfible.  Sir,  by  oppofing 
what  comes  under  fo  fpeciousa  form  as  the  prcfcnt  meafures  do, 
I  expofe  myfelf  to  much  calumny  and  mifreprcfcntation.      That 
fhall  not  however  deter  me  from  doing  my  duty.     Enemy  as  I  stm 
to  the  fyftcm  of  confidence,  I  am  aware  mariy  occafions  may  occur 
to  juftify  this  Houfe  granting  it,  upon  the  rcfponfibility  of  Mintf- 
ters.     But  what  is  there  upon  the  prefent  occafion  which  entitles 
Mintftcrs  to  afk,  or  fhould  induce  this  Houfe  to  grant  it  r     The 
providing  for  our  internal  fecurity,  in  which  ever)'  man  has  fo  deep 
a  ftake,  wouW,  in  my  humble  opinion,  be  moft  effectually  promored 
by  the  moft  public  avowal  of  the  grounds  on  which  Mintftcrs  a^. 
Am  I  to  confider  tlic  danger  as  fo  imminent  that  it  would  be  ha- 
zardous to  intruft  die  country  with  the  full  extent  of  it  ? — niuflwe 
learn  k  by  degrees,  to  prevent  the  effedls  of  fuddcn  panic  and  def- 
pondency  ?-— little  do  they  know  the  chara^^er  of  Englifhmen,  who 
would  argue  thus.    Let  the  danger  be  as  great  as  it  may,  the  fpirit 
and  exertion  of  the  coumry  will  rii'c  fuperior  to  it.      If  this  does 
not  produce  full  explanation  from  Minifters,  I  fliatl  feel  warrarrted 
in  fuppofing  that  invafion  is  only  a  pretence  to  arm  them  with  a 
power  for  purpofes,  the  policy   of  which,  might   be  much  quef- 
tioncd  both  in  and  out  of  this  Houfe.     Sir,   I  hope  we  fhall  go- 
vern oUrfelves  by  good  old  maxims,  and  ufe  that  prudent  caution 
and   diftruft  that  were  the  charafteriftics  of  former  Parliaments, 
and  fpurn  that  blind  fyftcm  of  unmeafured  confidence  which  has 
plunged  us  into  our  prefent  calamitous  fituation — a  con6denee  fo 
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exercifi'd  by  the  laft  Parliaments  as  to  go  to.efiabli(h  in  and  out 
of  this  Houfc,  the  fupport  of  thp  Minifter  and  his  meafures,  as 
the  critciion  of  attachment  to  the  Conftitution   itfelf.     In  the 
midfl  of  our  misfortunes  wc  have  reafon  to  rejoice  that  the  feafon  of 
fatal  infatuation  is  fiearly  at  an  end  *,  tKe  beneficial  consequences  arc 
already  felt.     The  ri^ht  honourable  gcntkman,   fcnfiblc  he  covild 
no  longer  proceed  with  )iis  f)flcm,  has  eHJ^foKgid  every  principle 
upon  which  the  war  has   been  continued  ;  and  there  is  now  no 
oftentihlc  ground  for  witlilioldins;  fioni  ub  the  blcffings  of  peace. 
Should  our  i\opfs  be  fruft rated,  I  truft  to  our  enemies  alone  will 
be   imputable  the   mifiiics  which  muft  cnfue.      Under  fuch  cir- 
cumftancss  ii  i^ill  be  the  duty  of  every  mao  to  the  bcft  of  his  abi- 
lities to  con.:ur  in  fccuring  the  ftate,  which  I  look  for  in  the  fpirit 
of  tlie  ci^j'ntry  alofic,  not  in  the  ability  or  meafures  of  the   right 
honourabi';;  gentleman.     Sir,  in  a  meafurc  that  L»  to    inipofe  fo 
heavy  a  charge  upon  the  country,  ought  we  to  have  nothing  be- 
fore UJt  to  dired  our  judgement  r      Is  the  demand  of  the  Minifter 
to  judify  us  to  the  public;  The  extent  of  preparation  (hould  fcarce- 
ly  regulate  the  meafure  of  defence.      An  honourable  Baronet  terras- 
this  a  jalf  meafure  ;  fuch  I  cannot  confider  it,  was  it  even  the  com- 
menc^ent  inlkad  of  the  fourth  jcar  of  the  moft  expenfive  war 
this  country  wns  ever  engaged  in.     Can  any  man  confider  a  burdca 
of  three  millions  as  nothing,  and  that  exclufivc  of  alt  taxes  wliich 
may  be  rcquifitc  to  carry  on  the  war,  fiiOijld  it  be  forced  upon  us  ? 
C-jftfi  the  taking  fo  large  a  body  of  the  people  from   their   ufeful 
cmpioj'ments  be  received  as  a  meafure  of  no  hardinip  ?      I  confefs 
myfelf  perfectly  unable  to  difcovcr  by  what  ftandard  the  honour- 
able Baronet  makes  his  eftimate ;  not  fureJy  by  his  own  ability  and 
rcijidincfs   to  contribute  to  the  burdens;  that  would  be  a  mode 
that  would  fuit  but  few.      If  he  wifhcs  to  know  the  real  (ituation  of 
the  country,  let  him  look  to  the  iriddling  and  jcwer  clafles  of  the 
people,  for  there  he  can  only  learn  it.      Have  they  made  no  facri- 
ficcsr    would  to  G(xi  that  was  the  cafe  ! — that  our  duty  may  com- 
pel us  to  impofe  yet   farther  burdens,  hut  let  the   nccrfl'ity  pro- 
ceed to  juftify  us  and  reconcile  the  country  ;  let  the  caution  with 
which  ue  grant,  (hew  wc  feel  and  regret  what  it  is  out  of  our  power 
to  prevent.     Sir,  having  no  means  of  knowing  what  may  be  the  for- 
wardncfs  or  extent  of  preparations  carrying  on  in  France,  if  any 
fuch  there  be,  that  occafions  the  prefent  alarm,   I  am  under  the 
neccflity  of  forming   my^  opinion  of  the  probability  of  fuch  an 
event  from  the  relanve  fituation  of  the  two  countries,  now  and  at 
the  rime  when  we  were  fuppofed  to  be  in  a  ftate  of  fuch  pcrfc<5^  fe- 
•  cmifey.    I  am  fully  aware  the  fad  may  be  contrary  to  all  reafoning 
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upon  it^if  fo,  It  is  more  neccffary  than  ever  that  M^niftcrs  fhould 
be  explicit.      Sir,  the   right  honourable  Secretary,  when  he  raced 
our  fccurity  fo  highly,  attributed  much  of   it   r■^  the  fpirit   and 
loyalty  with  which  the  country  had  come  forward  and  armed  itfelf; 
I  am  not  to  be  told  the  prefcnt  additional  force  is  rendered   neccf- 
fary from  any  abatement  of  that  fprit ;  on  the  contrary.   Sir,   I 
think  there  is  juft  ground  to  rate  it  higher  than  at  any  former  period. 
Th^  juftice,  policy,  and  neceflity  of  the  war  was  doubted  by  many — 
an  interefl  foreign  to  that  of  the  people  was  fuppofed  the  real 
grounds  of  the  war ;  fuch  opinions  arc  not  applicable  at  the  prcfent 
moment ;  if  we  are  forced  to  contend,  it  is  for  our  exiftence — but  one 
fentiment  and  feeling  can  animate  the  nation.      I  beg  the  Houfc 
to  revert  to  the  fituation  of  the  country,  when  we  were  ftatcd  as  fo 
completely  fecure  from  all  danger  of  invafion  ;  the  two  Houfes  of 
Parliament  had  come  to  a  lefolution  that  a  traitorous  plot  and  oon- 
fpiracy  exifted  in  the  country— the  alarm  was  general — Could  any 
feafon  have  been  fo  flattering  to  our  enemies,  if  they  even  ferioufly 
entertained  an  idea  of  invading  us,  or  been  fo  formidable  to  our- 
felves,  when  the  exiftence  of  England  and  its  Conftitudon  was 
reprefcnted  as  not  the  caufe  of  every  Engli(hman  ?      Ignorant  of 
the  confpirators,  men  rated  them  by  their  fears  and  prejudices  ; 
To  keep  alive  this  alarm,  no  little  pains  were  taken;  a  few  months 
however  afFurded  the  country' much  fatisfad^ion  and  comfort,  and 
added  greatly  to  its  fecurit)'  alfo,  in  my  opinion ;  repeated  and 
folemn  trials  negatived  the  plot,  and  abfolved  the  country  from 
the  foul  imputation :  by  this  event  our  enemies  were  fully  unde- 
ceived if  they  ever  hoped  to  find  fupport  amongft  ourfclves.     The 
contemptible  light  indeed  in  which  Minifters  were  placed  was  not 
likely  to  infpire  great  refpcft  or  fear  of  them  In  our  enemies. 
They  could,  however,  entertain  no  doubt  that  every  arm  would  be 
raifed  to  oppofe  them  ;  if  fuch  a  feafon  was  not  profitecl  of  by  onr 
enemies,  not  dreaded  by  our  rulers,  what  have  we  now  to  fear  ? 
The  American  war  produced  ftrong  oppofition  in  this  Houfe — ftill 
more  powerful  on  the  part  of  .the  people — ^What  does  this  moment 
prcfent,  a  phenomenon  in  poUrics  never  before  fccn — a  Miniftcr 
ftill  guides  the  helm,  who  has  proved  himfclf  unable  to  direfl  the 
power  of  the  country  with  vigour  or  effc<5^,  whofe  meafurcs  have 
heaped  upon  us  difafters  and  difgrace  ;  a  Minifter  who  has  im- 
pofed  burdens   beyond  all   former  Minifters— -whofe  innovations 
upon  the  Conftitution  threaten  its  exiftence — who  has  nailed  up 
the  mouths  of  a  bcft  majority  of  the  nation,  and  eftabliftied  triumph- 
antly the  fyjiem  of  barracks y  in.  every  part  of  the  kingdom,  and  yet. 
Sir,  his   Majefty  confides— the  nation  is  //j^ryr— and  thofc  in 
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this  Houfe  who  have  neither  confidence  nor  opinion  of  him  do 
not  wifli  to  embamrfs  his  meafures.     Sir,    do  our  well-grounded 
hopes  of  fccurity  reft  here  ?  No.     Have  the  glorious  achievements 
of  our  Navy  contributed  .nothing  to  our  fafety  ?    Is  the  bravery, 
the  unparralleled  fkilland  exertions  of  our  gallant  feaonen,  an  empty 
and  barren  theme  of  praife,  and  calculated  only  to  flatter  our  na- 
tional feeling  ?    Was  our  navy  ever  fo  /lumerous  at  any  former 
period?  No — His  Majefty  tells  us,  with  a  pride  on' which  every 
EngUffiman  (hares,  that,  with  few  exceptions,  we  have  been  able 
to  confine  our  enemies  to  their  ports  ;  what  has  happened  to  occa- 
fion  this  fad  reverie  that  we  muft  now  tremble  for  our  fafety  r     I 
profefs,  Sir,  this  is  a  myftery  I  cannot  comprehend.     What  was 
the  fituation  of  Frdnce  when  our  boafted  fecurity  was  fo  great  ? 
France  was  in  pofleffion  of  Holland  and  the  Netherlands ;  the 
£mperor's  armies  were  driven  into  the  heart  of -Germany  ;  our. 
brave  troops  were  expelled  out  of  Holland,  and  after  furmounting 
many  dangers  and  difficulties,  found  an  hofpitabk  afylum  in  Ha- 
n6ver.     Spain  and  Sardinia  had  every  thing  to  fear —our  fubfidizr 
ing  friend  Pruffia,  had  become  the  ally  of  France — the  Eleflor  of 
Hanover  had  made  his  peace  alfo  with  the  Republic — the  internal 
commotions  of  France  had  in  a  great  meafure  fubfided.     In  fuch  a 
fituation  of  power  on  the  part  of  France,  England  reprefented  as 
diftraftcd  and  divided  with  faiftions,  could  any  thing  offer  fo  fair  a 
profpeft  of  fuccefs;  and  yet  our  enemies,  awed  by  the  uhfurmount- 
able  difficulties  of  the  projeft,  contented  themfelves  with  threatening 
us.      To  the  hardfhips  of  fcarcity  has  fucceeded  the  blefTmgs  of 
plenty;  under  all  our  fufltrings  we  enjoy  many  comforts;    the 
great  preparations  of  the  prefent  campaign  on  the  Continent  haVc 
ended  without  procuring  to  France  any  additional  advantages  ;  on 
the  contrary,  fhe  appears  lefs  able  to  hazard  an  attack  againft  us 
now,  than  at  the  conclufion  of  the  laft  campaign.     Our  own  fitu- 
ation feems  to  have  every  thing  to  deter  and  difcdurage  our  enemies 
from^  fuch  an  attempt.  With  fuch  a  view  of  the  fubjeft,  I  can  fee 
nothing  to  juftify  my  belief  of  the  danger,  and  I  cannot  but  con- 
fider  this  meafure  as  applicable  to  other  purpofes.      Is  it,  Sir,  to 
enable  Minifters  to  proceed  with  their  fyftem  of  conquefts  in  the 
Weft  Indies  ?    If  it  be,   I  have  no  hefitation  in  faying,  I  would 
not  grant  a  man  for  that  fervicc.     If  our  navy  be  not  yet  on  a 
footing  to  deftroy  and  annihilate  the  trade  of  our  enemies^,  render 
it  fo ;  great  as  our  expences  have  been  for  that  purpofe,  no  one  will 
regret  or  wifli  to  narrow  thefe  exertions.     Sir,  if  we  are  compelled 
to  continue  the  war— union  and  exertion  is  the  duty  of  all;  I 
would  relinquifh  for  the  prefent,  endeavours  to  reftorcy  fccure,  and 
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preferve  the  Condi tution  we  arc  born  to — and  bend  all  gut  force  to 
obtain  a  fccure  and  hfting  peace,  the  bkfling  of  which  would  be, 
in  my  opinion^  inc(Ie<^ual  to  ceilorc  the  country  to  happinefs  and 
proTpcrity,  if  unattended  with  great  and  radical  reforms.  Sir,  it 
it  be  n^adp  out  to  me,  that,  contrary  to  all  rational  fuppofition,  the 
danger  is  real,  I  fliall  not  objcd  to  the  propo(uions  of  the  right 
honourable  gpntleman,  becaufe  they  feem  a  copy  of  what  he  has 
bedowcd  fo  much  eloquence  to  reprobate  \  I  ihall  not  objc^  to  them 
as  ve&ing  in  the  Crown  fuch  great  additional  powers,  nc^  ihall  I 
fear  putting  arms  into  the  hands  of  the  people.  If  tlic  danger  be 
real,  I  am  as  difpofcd  as  any  gentleman  in  tlie  Houfe  to  grant  e^'ery 
thing  that  can  be  fairly  required  ;  bi^t  till  convinced  of  that,  I  (h«ll 
think  myfelf  juHiiied  in  giving  my  o])pofmon  to  the  wliole  pl^n  be- 
fore us. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  it  was  far  from  his  intentions 
to  detain  the  Houfe  from  manifeiling  that  difpoHtion  which  they 
would  ceruinly  feel  upon  the  prefent  occalion,  to  a<^  up  to  that 
foleron  pledge  which  they  had  given  on  a  former  night,  to  negkd 
no  meafure  to  prevent  or  to  repel  the  danger  to  which  the  countiy 
was  cxpofed  from  die  threatened  invafion.  He  tlx>ught  that  every 
man  in  tlie  houfe,  and  evp n  the  honourable  gentleman  who  fpoke 
lad,  when  they  gave  this  aiTurance  in  an  addrefs  prefenced  to  the 
Throne  by  the  unanimous  vote  of  the  Hou(e»  did  not  confider  it 
as  mere  words  of  form,  but  that  there  could  have  been  nothing 
more  pointed,  niore  definitive,  and  more  fmcere  than  the  idea 
which  this  affurancc  conveyed.  What  had  occurred  fince  this 
plcd;^e  was  given  he  was  at  a  lofs  to  know.  He  believed  it  was 
the  firft  time  in  the  hiftory  of  the  country,  when  danger  from  an 
external  foe  was  announced  in  the  fpeech  from  the  Throne,  that 
the  fubjcdl  had  been  made  the  matter  of  parliamentary  detail.  Or 
the  former  evening  the  Houfe  fecmed  to  be  fenfible  of  the  impofli- 
bility  of  His  Majefty's  MiniAers  communicating  to  tl>e  public  the 
proofs  of  the  exiftence  o(  the  danger  of  which  they  might  be  in 
pofftflTion.  Every  pcrfon  feemed  to  bt.":  fatisiied  with  the  afl'urance 
which  was  then  given,  that  Government  was  in  poiieiTion  of  do- 
cuments to  warrant  His  Majcfty  in  making  fuch  a  communication 
in  his  gn..cioas  f^Kcch  ;  and  after  the  communication  had  been  nmdc 
from  fuch  a  quarter,  he  did  not  expedt  its  authority  would  have 
been  qucftioncd,  nor  was  it  conveyed  in  the  language  of  coldnefs 
or  mdili'crcnce-  I'hcy  lud  been  told  by  thofe  in  a  rcfponftblc  fi- 
tuatipn  that  Miijidcrs  knew  enough,  from  intelligence  to  which  they 
gave  credit,  to  r^nJcr  it  nccciliry  for  them  to  apprise  the  coumiy 
of  its  dan;;cr,  and  to  cull  upon  it  to  exert  its  mcan9  of  defence* 
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A  right  honoufabte  friend  of  his  (Mr.  Secretary  Dundas),  who  Was 
aWentfrom  ill  nefs  on  this  evening,  had  ftafed  his  convidion,  that 
from  the  ftatement  which  he  had  heard  of  the  act^ual  preparations 
which  were  making  in  France,  apparently  for  the  purpofq  of  inva- 
dir^  this  country,  that  there  was  juft  ground  of  alarm,  and  that  the 
ncceffity  of  adopting  meafures  for  our  internal  defence  was  extreme- 
ly preiTing.  Was  this  the  language  of  coldnefs  or  indifFerencc, 
much  Icfs  of  helitation  aiKl  doubt  ?  If  any  thing  had  been  wanting 
to  convince  him  of  the  reality  of  the  dartger,  every  thing  which 
had  occurred  from  that  day  to  this,  ftrcngthened  his  apprehenfions. 
At  prefcr^t  he  neither  felt  it  fafc  nor  pradtcabic  to  enter  into  any 
detail  of  the  fources  of  his  information  ;  and  after  what  he  had  ad- 
vanced he  would  not  infult  the  feelings  of  the  Houfe  fo  far  as  to 
enter  into  any  argument  upon  the  fubjcit-  But  after  what  he 
knew  refpecting  the  preparations  which  were  making  for  putting 
the  defign  into  execution,  he  would  have  conlidered  himfelf  as 
guilty  of  the  higheft  crime  againft  his  Sovereign  and  the  country, 
had  he  neglefted  to  call  upon  Parliament  to  exercife  its  wifdom  in 
devlfing  thofe  meafures  which  might  tend  to  avert  the  threatened  at- 
tempt, or  to  turn  it  to  the  ruin  and  confufton  of  the  enemy. 

In  the  fincere  conviction  of  his  heart,  he  felt  it  as  a  facredand 
important  duty  to  call  on  the  country  to  ncgleft  no  exertion  by 
which  it  could  add  to  its  fecurity.  He  had,  from  the  firft  public 
avowal  of  It,  thought  the  danger  real  and  great,  and  fuch  as  requi- 
red every  precaution  in  our  power  ;  and  in  confequence  of  every 
acccfliblc  information  he  had  fince  been  able  to  obtain,  his  origf- 
rral  apprehenfions  of  the  danger  of  an  invafion  were  not  only  con- 
firmed, but  itKrcafcd ;  and  he  could  not,  therefore,  too  eameffly 
call  on  the  country  to  provide  by  every  means  in  its  power,  fbr  the 
moft  fpecdy  courtteradHon  and  effeftual  defence. 

But  however  fatisfadlory  this  declaration  might  be  to  the  Houfe 
at  large,  there  were  fome  gentlemen  to  whom  he  knew  it  would 
be  ineffcdual.  Thofe  feemed  to  have  the  difpofition  to  confidef 
every  danger,  however  ferious  to  the  country,  as  nothing  more 
than  a  falfe  alarm  raifed  by  Government.— The  honourable  gen- 
tleman who  had  juft  fat  down,  partook  of  this  difpofition,  and 
endeavoured,  by  detailing  a  number  of  inftances,  to  imprefs  his 
opinion  on  the  Houfe,  and  perfuade  theni  that  tire  prefent  was  (like 
other  former  cafes)  a  mere  falfe  alarm.  From  thofe  inftances 
which  the  honourable  gentleman  had  given,  he  for  his  own  part 
dW  not  feel  much :  they  could  not  alter  the  expreffed  fenfe  of  the 
Houfe,  or  fadfify  thefoft  <vhich  nine  tenths  of  the  people  ack- 
nowledged, and  which  was  recognized  by  the  recent  declarations 
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of  Parliament.  It  was  fomewhat.  (ingulary  and  indeed  inesqsiicable, 
that  the  honourable  gentleman  (hould  promife  to  believe  the  extf- 
tence  of,  danger  if  evidence  was  laid  before  the  Houfe,  and  jet 
refufe  to  believe  it  on  the. evidence  which  had  formerly  been  given, 
and  which  was  fatisfadory  to  the  Houfe  at  large,  and  feemed  to 
be  fo  then  to  the  honourable  gentleman.  Whatever  the  honour- 
able gentjcinan  might  take  upon  him  to  fay  of  the  mind  of  the  pco- 
ple>  lie  would  nut  agree  to  take  him  as  a  fample  of  the  public  opi- 
nion, though  the  honourable  gentleman  founded  his  complaint  on 
the  admiOion  that  the  country  was  attached  to  the  Govemmeat. 
The  Houfe  would  judge  of  the  honourable  gentleman's  motives ; 
he  had  called  for  a  detailed  proof  of  a  matter  announced  from  the 
Throne — and  which  never  was  announced  from  the  Thnwic  with- 
out  fufficient  grounds—- and  had  deiired  the  Houfe  to  (hew  a  dif- 
truft  of  the  affertions  in  thp  fpeech  from  the  Throne,  at  the  moft 
imminent  rifk  and  hazard  to  thotnfelves>  a  diAruft  which  had  ne- 
ver yet  been  (hewn  by  our  anceftors.  He  concluded  with  faying, 
that  his  belief  of  the  fpirit  and  public  zeal  of  the  Houfe  made  him 
fcely  that  he  (hould  but  infult  them  if  he  took  up  more  of  their 
time,  or  detained  them  any  farther  from  (hewing  the  genuine  loy- 
alty, zeal,  and  attachment  to  the  Conftitution  which  they*  had  al- 
ready evinced,  in  their  unanimous  addrefs  to  His  Majedy. 

Mr.  FOX.  "  I  rife  to  make  fome  obfervations  upon  the 
do<Strines  that  have  fallen  from  th^  right  honourable  gentleman 
who  has  juft  fat  down ;  do«5lrines,  which  if  they  be  true,  we  had 
better  do  that  in  words,  which  the  prefent  Adminiftration  have 
been  conflantly  doing  in  adtions ;  we  had  better  declare  that  the 
Conftitution  of  the  country  is  only  good  for  praife  and  for  oratori- 
cal flourilh,  but  that  it  is  not  proper  for  a  ftate  of  warfare ;  we 
had  better  fay  that  when  Miniftcrs  have  brought  the  country  into 
peril,  that  peril  is  a  fufficient  ground  for'  confidence  in  them,  and 
that  when  they  have  involved  us  in  difficulty  and  danger,  it  is  the 
bufinefs  of  the  people  to  furrendcr  all  their  vigilance,  to  repofe 
complete  faith  in  them,  or  in  other  words,  to  fufpend  the  Confti- 
tution, and  to  make  the  Government  of  the  country  an  armed 
Monarchy.  VVc  are  told  that  it  is  enough  for  the  King  to  tell  us 
that  a  danger  exifts,  and  for  us  to  declare  that  if  it  exifts,  we  will 
put  the  country  in  a  fituation  to  refift  it ;  we  are  told,  I  fay,  that 
it  is  enough  for  us  to  pledge  ourfelyes  at  once  to  fuch  bills  as  thefe ; 
bills  which  impofe  upon  the  people  greater  pecuniary  burdens  than 
any  that  were  ever  impofed  for  any  purpofe  of  Government';  this 
however  we  are  informed  we  muft  do,  or  forfeit  our  pledgp  to  the 
King.     Sir,  the  Speech  of  the  King,  I  (hall  always  confider,  and 
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it  Is  ufual  fo  to  confider  it,  as  the  Speech  of  the  Mi^ifters.     They 
tell  us  there  is  a  danger  of  an  invaAon  ;  I  may  be  ivilling  for  a 
time  to  fuijpcad  any  inquiry  into  the  caufcs  that  have  involved  us  in 
this  difiiculty  and  di%race.     I  may  be  willing  p  fufpend  for  a  time 
an  inquiry  into  the  conduA  of  thofe  who  have  brought  us  into  the 
danger ;  but  muft  I  not  know  what  it  is?     Mud  tiie  mere  bring- 
ing us-into  danger  be  of  itfelf  a  fufficient  claim  to  confidence  ?   For 
one»  I  am  of  opinion  that  from  external  caufes  there  is  no  particu- 
lar apprehcnfion  of  an  invafion;  but  dill  more  am  I  of  opinion, 
that  if,  under  the  pretence  of  (lengthening  the  country,  Minifters 
arc  only  doing  as  they  have  ibrmerly  done,  Ita^ngthening  themfdves 
and  their  principles;  if  they  are  cxprciTmg  their  appreheniions  of 
danger  only  to  produce. this  cfFeA,  why  then  I  (hould  hcfitate  whe- 
ther I  would  apply  any  remedy  at  all — but  even  (hould  the  danger 
really  eiift,  I  fliould  hefitate  much  before  I  applied  fuch  a  remedy 
as  this.     We  are  not,  Sir,  fo  young  in  the  Houfe  as  to  imagine 
that,  becaufe  we  approve  of  the  Speech  from  the  Throne,  we 
pledge  ourTelves  to  all  the  meafures  which  the  Minifter  may  think 
proper  to  adopt,  or  that  the  vote  we  came  to,  upon  the  firft  day 
of  this  feflion,  bound  us  to  pafs  fuch  bills  as  thefe.     With  ref- 
pcA  to  the  bills,  I  fee  fome  parts  of  them  more  objcdionable  in 
tl)eir  principle  and  provilions  than  others.     Sir,  the  calling  upon 
io  many  men  in  the  country — the  putting  them  under  martial  law, 
and  under  officers  of  the  Crown,  without  thofe  fafcguards  which 
arc  contained  in  the  old  militia  ads,  and  at  a  time  when  the  erec- 
tion of  barracks  all  over  the  country  evinces  the  fyftem  of  fepara- 
ting  the  foldicry  from  the  people,  and  according  to  the  ingenious 
realbning  of  fome  gentlemen,  makipg  the  foldiers  deaf  if  the  peo- 
ple cannot  be  made  dumb ;  Sir,  the  doing  thefe  things  is  a  grie- 
vous hardfhip  and  opprefTion.      It   is  no  light  thing  to  make   the 
people  imbibe  military  nocions  and  military  prejudicrs  under  offi- 
cers  of  tiie   Crown,  without    any  of  thofe   checks  and  guards, 
which,  I  repeat  it,  are  contained  in  the  termer  regulations  relative 
to  the  militia.     It  has  lately  been  too  much  the  fafhion  to  forget 
old  prejudices  and  old  principles :  Sir,   I  have  no  difficulty,  much 
as  the  term  has  been  ridiculed,  in  confcffing  myfelf  an  alarmift— 
I  am  alarmed  at  the  (icuatbn  of  the  country  —  I  believe  that  there 
is  a  fadjon  in  it,  whofe  wi(h  and  endeavour  are  to  increafe  the 
power  of  the  Crown,  at  the  expence  of  the  liberties  of  the  people. 
— I  believed  it  in  common,  once,  with  thofe  who  are  now  converts 
from  that  belief;  who  think  now  that  Mimilers,  whoTc  meafures 
they  formerly  fo  reprobated,  are  fo  fatiated  with  power,  fo  glutted 
wfth  patronage  and  cmolimicnts,  as  to  have  loft  all  thofe  marks  and 
Vol.  1.  Bb 
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features  that  rendered  them  the  objeds  of  their  former  dread  and 
detedation.     I  am  not  one  of  thefe  ;  I  am  not  one  who  think  that 
the  leffer  evil  is— and,  good  God !  what  is  this  leflcr  evil  ?— the  fear 
of  the  liberties  and  rights  of  the  people  being  loft  in  the  power  of 
the  Crown !  with  thefe  feelings  about  me,  can  I  be  brought  to 
think  that  railing  fuch  a  force,  as  that  propofed  by  the  bill,   is  not  a 
moft  alarming  circumftance,  to  which  nothing  (hort  of  the  necdCty 
of  rifking  every  thing,  could  poflibly  reconcile  me  ?  And  now  a 
word  or  two  on  the  bills  thcmfclves  ;  and  firft,  with  refpcft  to  the 
prcfent  bill,  by  which  men  are  to  be  raifed  in  the  different  pariflie& 
Without  entering  into  the  policy  of  the  bill,   I  muft  contend  that 
the  general  burden  will  be  very  confiderable.     Do  I  mean  to  con- 
tend by  this  that  burdens  ought  not  to  be  impofed  -in  times  of  dif- 
ficulty and  peril  ?  By  no  means  ;  but  if  wc  are  now  to  >providc 
againft  an  exifting  danger,  we  arc  not  to  provide  againft  a  gene- 
ral danger,  but  againft  a  fpecific  danger  of  an  invafion  of  Great 
Britain  by  the  enemy.     Such  is  tny  opinion.     Why  then,   I  fay, 
it  does  give  me  no  good  idea  of  the  prefcnt  Minifters,  when  I  fee 
them  always  bring  forward  falfe  pretences.     When  I   fee  them, 
under  thefe  bills,  providing  that  the  different  parluies  fhall  raifc 
men,  not  for  the  fpecific  purpofe  of  refifting  an  invafion,  but  for 
general  military  purpofes ;  when  I  fee  this,  I  muft  think  that  the 
real  motive  of  the  meafure  is  not  for  domeftic  fervice,  but  for  the 
purpofe  of  carrying  on  offenfive  HTir  abroad  ;  and  in  this  opinion, 
I  am  a  good  deal  influenced  by  what  fell  from  a  right  honoursrJe 
gentlemen  high  in  office.      I  do  not  like  to  quote  the  wonis  of  any 
perfon  in  his  abfence,  but,  Sir,  words  that  drop  from  Minifters  arc 
not  in  the  nature  of  exprcftions  from  common  men  ;  they  come 
with  authority  and  in  an  official  Ihapc.      I  cannot  forger  that  right 
honourable  gentleman's  fpeech  on  a  former  night,  when  he  faid 
that  the  prefcnt  plan  was  highly  eligible,  inafmuch  as  it  would  ena- 
ble His  Majcfty  s  Minifters  to  profecute  the  war  abroad.      If  this 
be  the  fad^,   I  would  advife  gentlemen  not  to  be  fo  a6\ivc  in  their 
approbation  of  the  meafure.      Do  not  be  fo  impatient,  as  the  right 
hf*nourablc  gentleman  has  recommended  to  you,  in  your  tcftimo- 
nies  of  fupport.     You   will  have  opportunities  enow  of  voting 
hundreds,  thoiifands,  and  millions,  I  have  no  doubt,  for  carrying 
on  offenfive  war  abroad.    This,  therefore,  is  what  I  compliinof^ 
and  I  cannot  help  thinking  the  prefcnt  alarm  with  refpcd  to  inva- 
fion, to  be  one  of  thofe  pretences  which  Minifters  do  not  believe, 
but  which  they  bring  forward  in  order  to  get  ftrength  for  purpofes 
which  they  do  not  chufe  to  ftace.     The  bill  for  the  raifing  a  force 
of  cavalry  is  objcdllonable  in  all  its  ihapos.      If  an  invafion  were 
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ceTt3un>  I  (hould  dbje6l  to  it  as  impfadicable  and  tyrannical/  and 
as  tending  to  lay  fuch  enormous  taxes  upon  the  people^  as  are  al- 
mod  intolefrablc.  And  at  what  period  arc  wc  called  upon  for  fwch 
taxes  ?—-> Before  the  Minifter  has  opened  what  is  ufually  called  iiis 
budget. 

When  I  confidef  the  convefation  that  has  paffed  to-day,  and 
the  excefs  that  ha^. occurred  in  our  expenditure,  have  I  not  ampl^ 
reafon  to  fuppofc  that  wc  (hall  in  the  enfuing  budget  be  called 
upon  to  bear  burdens  equally  heavy,  at  Icaft  with  any  that  have 
been  laid  upon  us  in  the  former  years  of  the  war  ?     When  to  thofc 
burdens,  the  burden  that  will  be  impofed   upon  the  c6untry  by 
this  bill  for  the  raifing  an  additional  force  of  cavalry  is  added,   I 
feel  that  I  cannot  confent  to  it  without  trying  if  any  other  mcafure 
can  be  adopted  lefs  oppreffive  in  its  operation,  and  equally  efl[c6lual 
in  its  confequences.     The  right  honourable  gentleman,  in  recurring 
to  what  fell  from  my  honourable  friend  (Mr.  Cur^en,)  has  alluded 
to  what  he  dated  refpediing  his  diibelief  of  the  prcfent  alarm,  be- 
caufe  all  former  alarms  propagated  by  Miniders  have  been  proved 
to  be  falfe.     The  right  honourable  gendeman  contends,  that  that 
difbelief  is  againft  evidence,  and  contrary  to  the  opinion  of  nine- 
tenths  of  the  people.     Sir,   I  remember  when  an  inquiry  into  the 
exiftence  or  non- exigence  of  any  caufe  for  alarm  was  demanded^ 
that  demand  was  refufed.     Should  that  inquiry  ev^r  be  entered 
into,  I  will,  maintain,   that  not  only  will  it  be  found,  no  reafon 
exifted  for  any  alarm,  but  that  Miniders,  when  they  called  out 
the  militia,  and  fummoned  the  Parliament  in  1792,  difbelieved 
the  alarm  themfclves.     Sir,  that  meafure  ot  ciilling  out  aie  mi- 
litia, and  fummoning  the  Parliament,  ^\ill  be  a  meafure  to  be  de- 
plored to  the  latcft  pofterity.      It  Occniioned  more  rivers  of  blood 
to  be  rticd,  and  more  treafure  to  ba  expended,  than  ever  were  (bed 
or  expended  during  the  reign  of  that  dcfpot  Louis  XIV.     On  the 
fubjeft  of  alarms,  a  great  deal  of  ingenuity,  and  I  think  mifap- 
plied  ingenuity,  has   been  exerted  on  different  occa(ions.     Some 
gentlemen  were  alarmed  about  the  operation  of  French  principles, 
and  thj  confequences  that  woulcl  refult  in  this  country  from  the 
French  victories.     That  being  mere .  matter  of  rcafoning^   I  have 
candour  eno'ugh  to  believe,  that  though  the  danger  appeared  to  me 
to  be  very  trifling,  if  any  exifted  at  all,  yet  that  perfons  who  co* 
tertained  thofe  apprehcnfions  were  fincere  \  but  that  Ib  not  the  alarm 
we  are  fpeaking  of.      I  am  fpcaking  of  the  calling  regiments  to  the 
capital,  and  the  fortifying  of  the  Tower,  as  if  an  immediate  ia- 
furreSion  we're   apprehended.      Since  that  period,  many  irin-'CLnt 
men  have  been  arraigned  by  His  Majcfty's  Government  for  Hi^ii 
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Treafon.  However  certain  peribns  may  be  iitdined  to  Uflttie 
the  want  of  diligence  in  the  lawyen^  I  diiok  no  compiaint  will  foe 
urged  againft  them  for  not  bringing  a  quantum  of  eviJenoey  and 
diat  too  of  dates  confiderably  remote.  Yet  though  thefe  lawyers 
had  accefs  to  all  the  fources  of  Government^-though  they  ranfick- 
ed  and  rummaged  all  the  records  pofTcfied  by  Adminidration,  yet 
they  never  produced  a  finglc  proof  (I  do  not  fay  to  fatisfy  ^lem- 
felves)  yet  they  never  produced  a  fingle  proof  to  fatisfy  the  jury,  diac 
when  the  Tower  was  fortified,  any  of  thofe  dcfperate  traitors  enter- 
tained fuch  projc6)s  of  infurrcdiion  as  thofc  that  have  been  alluded 
to.  I  did  not  think  that  1  fhould  have  been  under  the  neceflity  of 
entering  into  thefe  particulars  this  day  ;  but  when  the  right  honour- 
able gentleman  fays  that  our  belief  is  contrary  to  the  belief  of  nine- 
tenths  of  the  people,  it  becomes  inctunbcnt  upon  me  to  maihtain, 
diat  no  folid  ground  of  alarm  cxifted  at  the  time  when  thcfc  extra- 
ordinary precautions  were  taken.  I  wifli  gentlemen  to  refer  to  the 
fiials  for  high  treafon — I  wifh  gentlemen  to  read  them,  and  tdl 
me  if  they  find  the  fli^teft  trace  of  that  infurrccHon,  aileded  to 
be  fo  much  dreaded  in  December  1792.  Upon  thcfc  trials  fcknc 
have  exprefled  an  opinion  that  they  arc  the  diigrace  of  the  country ; 
others  have  fatd  that  they  contribute  to  its  honour.  Strange  as  k 
may  feem,  I  agree  in  both  thofc  opinions — I  thmk  that  they  Were 
dilgraceful— 

Mr.  YORKE  here  fnid,  that  he  was  obliged  to  call  the  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman  to  order,  as  he  conceived  he  had  wmdbred  from 
the  queftion,  and  if  that  latitude  ctf  difcuilion  were  indulged,  ibe 
prefent  quedion  would  not  be  decided  that  night. 

The  SPEAKER  faid,  that  he  conceived  Mr.  Fox  to  be  perfedly 
in  order.  He  oppofed  the  re-commitment  of  the  prefent  bill,  iqx)n 
the  ground  that  the  alarm  of  an  invafion  had  been  raifed  upon&ife 
pretences ;  a  propofition  which  he  illuftrated  by  recurring  to  thehif- 
tory  of  former  alarms.  He  admitted,  however,  that  he  was  rather 
too  particular  upon  fome  of  thefe  points ;  but  he  did  not  conftder 
himfelf  as  called  upon  to  interrupt  him. 

Mr.  FOX  in  conciniiation 1  am  not  quite  fatisfied  with  the 

mode  in  which  I  was  called  to  order.  We  have  not  yet  imbibed 
fuch  a  deteftation  of  equality,  as  not  to  have  fome  regard  for  impar- 
tiality, and  we  have  not  yet  eftablifhed  the  cuftom  of  deciding  by 
a  hammer  or  u  bell  at  what  particular  hour  the  debate  (hall  be  do- 
fcd,  however  it  may  fometimes  be  finifhcd  by  a  clamour  for  the 
qucftion.  I  (hould  not  have  alluded  to  the  trials,  had  not  an  allu- 
fion  been  rendered  ncccffary  by  what  fell  from  the  i^ght  honotirable 
gentleman  oppolite  to  mc.     Our  belief  of  the  alarms  is  faid  to  be 
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contrary  to  die  opinion  of  nine-tenths  of  the  people-^I  do  not  thiidc 
fo ;  bat  if  it  were  contrary  to  the  belief  not  only  of  nine-tonths, 
but  of  nine  hundred  and  ninety-nine  out  of  a  thouiand,  I  (hould 
ftill  be  equally  inclined  to  declare  my  opinion  ;  but  I  (hould  augur 
^ery  ill  indeed  of  the  people,  if  I  drought  that  they  could  relift 
fuch  evidence  as  was  adduced  upon  die  trials.    Perhaps  I  flatter  my- 
felf  that  I  am  not  in  fuch  a  minority  as  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man fuppofes.     What  I  am  in  this  Houfe,  I  know  not.     What 
I  am  in  the  country,  I  am  equally  ignorant  of;  but  I  do  know^ 
that  if  I  fpeak  of  that  part  of  the  country  which  I  am  beft  ac- 
quainted withy  I  have  the  good  fortune  to  agree  in  opinion  with 
a  decided  majorit}\    When  I  was  called  to  order,  t  was  obferving^ 
that  there  was  no  ground  for  the  original  alarm  in  the  year  1 792. 
I  was  going  to  remark  upon  thofc  trials,  that  the  profecudon  of  in- 
nocent men  was  difgncdFul  to  the  country,  and  their  acquittal  ho- 
nourable.    How  comes  it  that  fo  many  were  acquitted  ?  becaufe 
fo  many  were  profecuted  who  ought  not  to  have  been  profecuted. 
Sorry  I  am,  that  I  Hiall  frequendy  have  occaiion  to  oilend  the  ho- 
nourable gendeman  who  called  me  to  order,  if  recurring  to  paft  ac- 
tions, in  order  to  form  my  opinion  of  the  future,  be  againft  the 
cllabliflied  rules  of  the  Houfe.     The  country,  t  allow,  is  in  a  fi- 
tnation  of  great  difficulty,  in  a  (ituadon  of  danger,  cruel  danger, 
but  not  fo  much  from  any  apprehenfion  of  an  invaiion  on  the  pait 
of  the  enemy  ;  it  is  in  a  ftate  of  peril  from  which  there  is  no  m$f 
to  extricate  it,  but  fcy  a  retmfpedtive  view  of  the  meafures  of  Mi- 
niftcrs,  and  a  judicial  examination  of  their  condu6t.     I  have  fta- 
ied  that  the  bills  are  doubtful  meafures,  even  fuj^fing  esctraordi- 
nary  meafures  to  be  neceffary.     In   1794^  after  the  great  arming 
of  the  country,  we  were  told  that  the  force  then  embodied  wasfuf* 
ficient  to  refift  any  invafion  that  might  be  attempted.    What  is  the 
fituation  of  the  country  now  ?  an  honourable  fnend  of  mine  flates 
that  it  is  in  a  flate  of  great  internal  quiet.     In  this  opinion,  as  in 
mod  others,  I  perfedly  agree  with  htm,  if  he  means  that  there  is 
in  the  countty  a  general  love  for  the  Conftitution  ;  I  have  no.  doubt 
of  it ;  the  people  are  unlverfally  well  affeAed  to  the  Conftitution, 
I  believe ;  but  that  they  are  more  attached  to  the  Conftitution  as 
it  is  now,  than  as  it  was  at  the  commencement  of  the  war,  I  can^ 
not  allow.      I  cannot  believe  that  I  am  one  of  thofc  80,000  incor- 
rigible jacobins,  whom  nothing  can  reconcile  to  the  monarchy  of 
this  country ;  fo  far  from  thinking  their  number  to  be  fo  formida- 
ble, I  believe  that  it  will  be  difficult  to  find  one  of  that  defcription. 
But  if  thofe  be  incorrigible  jacobins  who  dctcft  the  meafures  of  Hh 
Majefty  «  Miniftcrs,  who  are  of  Opinion  that  their  condu^ft  has  tar^ 
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sqfhtd  the  glory  of  the  countiy,  and  that  they  have  conduced  pu- 
fillanimoufly  a  conteft  ^hich  they  nrfhly  and  unjuftly  commenced 
—-who  think  that  not  only  an  inquiry  into  their  condud  is  indifpen- 
fablcy  but  that  a  reform  is  abfolutely  neceifary,  in  order  to  prevent 
the  country  from  being  curfed  with  fuch  Minifters  as  the  prcfent,  if 
any  fuch  can  ever  curfe  the  country-— if  thefe  are  the  incorrigible  ja- 
cobins, I  am  glad  to  hear  that  they  amount  to  809OO0.      I  wiih 
they  amounted  to  eight  millions.    The  right  honourable  gentleman, 
who  dates  that  there  is  fo  much  neceflity  for  going  into  the  connmit- 
tee,  does  not  difdain,  however,  to  give  us  fome  information.      He 
faysy  that'his  apprehenlions  of  the  danger  of  an  invafion   are  in- 
<reafed  lately  ;  and  he  faid  this  in  fo  emphatic  away,  that  I,   for 
one,  do  not  wi<h  to  prefs  an  oppofttion  to  the  meafure.      If  the 
Minifter  really  thinks  that  there  is  any  danger  of  an  invaiion,   I 
will  not  objed  to  fome  increafe  of  the  militia  force ;  but  even  in 
that  cafe>  I  will  only  fufpend  my  inquiry  into  the  caufes  that  have 
brought  us  into  this  danger.     The  right  honourable  gentleman, 
however,  muft  be  aware,  that  if  an  invafion  is  likely  to   be  at- 
tempted in  England,  one  fyftem  of  meafurcs  will  be  neceflarv, 
which  will  not  apply,  if  the  invafion  is  likely  to  be  attempted  in 
another  part.     Let  the  Miniiler  ftate  this,  in  order  that  the  means 
may  be  adapted  to  the  exigence.     Suppofe,  for  example,  that  Ja- 
maica was  in  danger  of  being  invaded,  you  would  hardly  think  it 
neceflary  to  adopt  any  precaution  in  Great  Britain  ;  the  fame  ob- 
fervation  will  apply  to  parts  nearer  home.     If  any  other  part  of 
the  Britifh  territories  is  in  danger,  the  meafures  calculated  to  repel 
that  danger  ought  to  be  applied  to  that  part,  which  is  conceived  to 
be  particularly  menaced.     In  obferving  upon  the  fpeech  of  my 
honourable  friend,  the  right  honourable  gentleman  faid,  wuth  a 
kind  of  triumphant  air,  that  he  admitted  the  general  fupport  of  the 
people  to  the  Government.    I  heard  cUftindly  what  my  honourable 
friend  faid,  and  I  conceived  him  to  exprefe  his  opinion,  not  that 
there  was  a  general  fupport  of  the  meafurcs  of  His  Majcft)'*s  Mi- 
nifters  throughout  the  country,  but  a  general  indifference  ;  whether 
this  is  the  fame  thing,   I  leave  to  the  rlglit  honourable  gentleman  to 
decide.     He  mu(l  know  that  his  only  diancc  of  fupport  is  from 
the  indifference  and  lethargy  of  the  country,  and  from  their  natural 
confequence  and  ignorance. 

Such  kind  of  fupport,  however,  as  this,  can  hardly,  I  (hould 
think,  be  as  cordial  and  fatisfa£\ory  to  his  feelings,  as  that  which 
is  the  refult  of  judgement  and  the  cffcfl  of  deliberation..  When  I 
coniider  the  bafis  upon  which  the  Conilitution  (lands,  I  confefs  that 
I  confider  this  indifference  as  an  alarming  fymptom.     I  hope  it 
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does  not  exift  to  any  great  extent ;  for  fare  I  ami  that  the  bed  fe^ 
curity  againft  an  invafion  will  confift,  not  in  the  indifference  of  the 
country,  but  in  itszcal,  its  firmnefsy  and  its  unanimity.  I  undor- 
(land  the  right  honourable  gentleman  to  fay  that  there  is  a  real  dan- 
ger ;  a  mifcrable  aflertion  this,  by  the  way,  for  the  Houfe.to  pro- 
ceed upon  without  more  fubftantial  evidence ;  but,  however,  the 
danger  we  are  told  is  real.  That  fuch  is  the  cafe,  is  matter  of  ferious 
concern.  Of  the  ultimate  ifliie  of  any  attempt  at  an  inv^Gon,  I  am 
as  fanguine  as  His  Majefty's  Speech  expreffes ;  but  I  (hall  be  more 
fanguine,  in  proportion  as  I  fee  the  people  lefs  indifferent  to  die 
Conflitucion,  as  the  MiniAer  found  it  not  as  he  has  made  it.  Wiu* 
refpe£t  to  the  bill  in  queftion,  in  confequence  of  the  declaration  of 
the  right  honourable  gentleman,  I  (hall  not  obj6^  to  the  recommit- 
inent  of  it  ^  but  unlefs  it  be  materially  altered  in  the  Committee, 
I  cannot  cohfent  to  the  pafTing  of  it,  becaufe  I  do  not  think  that  it 
contains  remedies  adequate  to  the  evil.  The  meafure,  as  iar  as  I 
have  been  able  to  learn,  creates  ifiuch  alarm.  I  think  it  liable  to 
objcdlions,  and  I  feel  that  I  fliould  not  do  my  duty  if  I  did  not  (late 
thofe  objections.  The  other  bills  appear  to  be  dcfeflive  in  principle, 
and  I  cannot  fee  any  amendments  that  can  reconcile  me  to  them. 
One  word  more.  The  right  honourable  gentleman  fays,  that  a 
great  danger  threatens  us.  I  agree  with  him  in  calling  upon  the 
people  to  refift  an  invafion  on  the  part  of  France.  Refift  it,  I  (ay, 
with  all  your  might.  Be  unanimous  in  your  exertions :  be  vigorous 
in  your  efforts,:  draw  your  purfes  freely :  contribute  your  perfonal 
labours  chearfully.  But  when  I  call  upon  the  people  to  repel  any 
attempt  that  may  be  made  by  France,  I  alfo  call  upon  them  not  to 
be  fo  alarmed  at  the  danger  as  not  to  adopt  fuch  meafures  afterwards 
as  may  make  the  itfug^Ie  benificial  to  themfelves.  Let  them  not 
ftruggle  againll  France,  only  to  yield  to  the  artifices  of  the  prefent 
Minillers.  My  advice  to  them  is,  **  Be  vigilant  againft  the  French, 
be  vigilant  alfo  againft  theMinifterof  this  country,  who  has  brought 
you  into  this  (ituation  of  danger.  »  Beware,  that  while  you  take 
meafures  •<o  prevent  your  becoming  a  prey  to  the  French,  you  do 
not  become  a  prey  to  the  Minifter !  I  fay  be  vigilant  againft  domeftic 
as  well  as  your  foreign  enemies  ;  but  learn  to  diftinguifti  who  your 
domeftic  enemies  are ;  you  have  been  in  profperity,  you  now  feel 
adverfity.  Judge  not  by  the  aflcrtions  of  thofe  who  have  robbed  you 
of  your  rights !  Judge  not  by  their  comments !  Judge  not  upon  pre- 
fumpti  ve  evidence  ;  but  judge  by  your  own  good  fcnfe !  refledl  upon 
your  condition !  confider  how  you  were  brought  tnto  it !  the  (itua* 
tion  of  your  finance  fnuft  (hew  you  that  it  is  paradoxical  indeed,  if 
you  could  have  been  brought  into  it  without  confiderable  errors  (to 
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uTe  the  fofleft  word)  on  the  part  of  Miniften,  for  I  wUh  to  fpeak 
tenderly  even  of  them  in  the  prefent  conjundture.     I  hope  yoo  will 
jiKtge»  not  from  the  aflertion  of  thofe  who  brought  jou  into  the  ca- 
lamities you  now  feel ;  but  that  you  will  attend  a  little  to  the  feoti'- 
menu  of  thofe  who  oppofed  them  in  their  mad  career.     I  hope  you 
.have  riot  quite  forgotten  the  calamities  whieh  the. American  war 
brought  upon  you»  and  which  you  would  not  have  fufiered  to  any 
ibivg  like  the  extent  you  did,  had  you  not  given  to  Minifters  coaB- 
denee  which  they  did  not  deferve*     But  it  fcems  we  who  oppofe  Mi- 
niften  are  not  a  tenth  of  the  nation-^be  it  fo ;  then  Minifters  can- 
not complain   that  we  have  been  any  material  impediment   to 
them.     This  is  their  artifice,  and  I  think  I  underiland  it  pretty 
clearly  ;  it  has  been  always  the  trick  of  Governments  whole  pro- 
ceedings are  unjud  and  fooltihy  to  fay,  our  meafures  were  wiie,  but 
they  were  thwarted  in  much  of  their  efficacy   by  oj^iuioiu     I 
hope  the  public  will  not  be  the  dupes  of  that  artifice  any  loi^^. 
I  hope  they  will  difcriminate  between  their  domeftic  enemies  and 
their  domeftic  friends,  and  that  they  will  not  fufTer  their  affairs  to 
remain  in  that  parad(»dcal  ftate  which  was  fomctune  ago  ftated>  that 
Minifters  by  their  mifcondud  may  have  brought  die  country  into 
fuch  a  (htc  of  danger,  as  to  require  that  the  people  (hould  continue 
to  give  them  confidence,  in  order  to  prevent  public  ruin.      Look 
at  the  fituation  of  the  country.     We  ftate  the  danger,  while  others 
give  their  confidence  to  Minifters,  whofic  condu6^  brings  it  on,  and 
whofe  plans  are  the  moft  infane  that  ever  entered  into  the  mind  of 
man.     Some  may  think  that  by  a  ftrange  reverfe  of  reafoa,  that 
the  fame  caufcs  which  condu<3ed  us  to  the  brink  of  ruin,  may  ul- 
timately lead  us  to  fafety — That  folly  and  wickedncfs  will  in  time 
have  the  fame  efFed  as  wifdom  and  virtue  ;  as  it  has  been  faid  that 
{omc  animals  can  counteraft  their  venom,  by  the  repetition  of  their 
own  ftinging.     We  muft  look  for  tome  fuch  fabulous  remedy  in 
our  misfortunes,  if  we  give  Minifters  more  cctfifidence  ^  for  it  is  too 
much  to  cxpeft  any  relief  from  maxims  of  truth,  if  fudi  is  to  be 
our  fyftcm." 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  he  did  not  rife  again  with  any 
intention  to  dtfeufs  the  trite  topics  on  which  the  right  hcmourable 
gcritlcrnan  h.nd  thought  proper  to  (Jwell  fo  long.  Abundant  occa- 
lions,  an  1  thofe  more  fcafonable  tlian  the  prefent,  would  doubtlefs 
occur  for  touching  on  thofe  points  which  gentlemen  on  the  other 
fide  were  fo  frequently  anxious  to  introduce.  Thece  were  two 
points  only  to  v^hioh  he  wifhed  to  advert:  the  firft  was,  die  inter- 
pretation given  by  the  riglit  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Fox),  of 
what  had  fallen  from  an  honourahlc  friend  of  his  (Mr.  Curwcn). 
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The  latter  gentleman  was  fuppofed  by  him  to  fay,  •that  the  only 
fupport  and  countenance  which  Minifters  received  from  the  coun- 
try, arofe  from  the  ftate  of  indifference  and  fu^inenefs  into  which 
the  people  fecmcd  to  be  lulled.     He  had  certainly  6bnceived  hia 
meaning  to  be  vtry  diflfcrent ;  but  whatever  mifunderftanding  might 
have  arifen  upon  this,  he  would  leave  to  the  gentleman  himfelf  to 
re^ify.     The  fccond  point  to  which  he  could  not  avoid  referring, 
was  of  much  greater  tmpttrtance,  as  conncdled  with  the  reality  of  the 
danger  which  thefe  kingdoms  had  to  apprehend  from  an  invaiiofb 
by  ihc  enemy.      Upon  this  fubjedt,  he  was  anxious  to  be  fully  un- 
derftood,  not  fpcaking  of  what  muft  be  the  final  iflfue  of  fuch  an  cn- 
tcrprize,  which  he,  however,  hoped,  could  not  remain  long  unde- 
cided ;  but  whether  there  was  good  reafon  to  apprehend  that  fuch 
an  attempt  was  actually  meditated.     He,  therefore,  again  repeated 
tdiftinftly  and  ferioufly,  that  the  affurances  already  given  of  thofc 
dcfigns  being  entertained,  had  fincc  been  confirmed  by  fubfequeni 
information.     It  could  not  be  expcfted  from  him  to  make  any  ex- 
plicit avo^'al  of  the  quarter  from  which  that  information  came— if 
was  fafficient  for  him  to  Aate,  that  the  danger  was  real  and  ferious. 
£utunle&  the  information  could  be  fuppofed  to  come  from  the  par- 
ties themfclves,  who  meditated  thefe  enterprifes  and  devifed  the 
plans,  it  would  be  in  vain  to  inquire,  M'hether  the  attack  was  in- 
tended  againft  this  ifland  in  particular,  or  againft  a  more  remote 
part  of  His  Majefty's  dominions:  what  points  might  be  fcleded  for 
diverfions,  and  what  for  the  fcenes  of  more  important  operations, 
•were  not  properly  at  this  time  the  objects  of  public  inquiry.     Wc 
muft  be  prepared  at  all  quarters,  and  ready  to  meet  and  repel  the 
danger  wherever  it  prefented  itfelf.     The  danger  he  knew  to  be  fe- 
rious and  alarming  enough,  to  make  us  look  on  every  fide  for  fe- 
curity.     But  it  was  not  in  foreign  and  very  diftant  parts  of  ©ur  pof- 
fedions  that  we  were  perhaps  fo  much  to  dread  the  attack,  as  nearer 
home ;  for  he  would  take  it  on  him  to  fay,  and  he  had  very  good 
rcafons  for  the  affertion,  that  the  enemy's  views  were  fixed  on  parts 
of  His  Majedy's  European  dominions  little  inferior  in  importance 
to  the  ifland  we  inhabit. 

Mr.  CURWEN  alfured  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  that  ^ 
he  was  wholly  miftakcn  in  his  view  of  what  he' had  advanced.  He 
by  no  means  afferted  that  the  people  of  this  country  gave  any  general 
fupport  or  confidence  to  the  Minif^er,  but  were  fatally  lulled  into 
the  fame  fupinencfs  and  indificrence  to  public  meafurcs,  ^  fatal 
confequences  of  which  were  felt  feverely  during  the  American  war. 
He  had  lamented  the  fupinencfs  of  the  people,  but  he  did  not  quote 
chcir  indifference  as  a  proof  of  their  fecurity.     Though  the  infor- 
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mation  he  had  obtained,  refpediing  the  reality  of  the  danger,  vuj 
not  (ufEcicnt  to  convince  him  of  its  cxiftencc,  or  juftify  the  cxira- 
ordinary  mcafurcs  now  propofcd,  he  would  ncverthclcfs  not  peife- 
vcrc  in  his  oppofition,  after  the  declaration  which  had  been  iml- 
by  the  right  honourable  gentleman.  But  at  the  fame  tin^c,  he  «•> 
lidered  that  he  had  a  right  to  receive  fomc  infornoation  of  a  gcncT.* 
feature  as  to  the  extent  of  the  enemy's  hoftile  preparations,  as  a juii; 
to  his  vote  on  this  important  occafion.  ,  He  fkould  not  fctl  a*  -J 
he  had  done  his  duty  if  he  did  not  make  thofe  inquiries  which  b 
had  fuggefted.  He  pcruftd  the  King's  fpecch  with  relpcd  ;  but.v: 
did  not  conceive  that  any  intimation  which  it  might  contain  o'::.t 
to  weaken  that  conftant  attention  which  they  owed  to  the  inrere'.t-  : 
their  conflituents,  or  annihilate  the  inquifitorjal  fun£lions  of  Lit 
Houfe. 

Sir  JAMES  PULTENEY  faid,  that  as  it  fccmed  Xo  be  ?gr..: 
on  by  all  fides,  that  in  cafe  of  an  invafion,  every  pofTiblc  cxenir 
ihould  be  made  to  raifc  land  forces  to  protccf^  us  from  the  calarr.iti^^ 
that  muft  attend  fuch  a  defcent,  he  could  not  but  think  the  gcndi] 
apprehenfion  entertair^d  of  fuch  being  the  intentbn  of  the  enemy,  i 
Sufficient  reafon  for  our  taking  every  meafure  to  defeat  it.    Jiowcvt; 
remote  the  danger  may  appear  at  thi§  moment,  it  might  not  be  6: 
lefs  real.     He  profeffcd  himiclf  to  bo  acquainted  with  the  general 
opinions  of  perfons  of  fome  confideration  in  France,  and  through 
thtir  means,  as  Car  as  could  be  expeded,  with  the  difpolitions  all* 
and  the  views  of  thofe  who  held  the  reins  of  power.  ^    It  was  tn:: 
thut  a  formidable  invafion  could  not  take  place  without  much  pre- 
vii^us  preparations;  but  it  was  equally  true,  that  effetJlually  to  defeat 
fuch  dtdgns,  preparation  on  our  part  was  neceffary  to  fumifh  the 
means  of  oppofing  them.     Some  time  muft  be  confumed  in  raifinga 
fulllciciit  body  of  men,  and  a  farther  time  was  required  to  make 
tlxm  licqi'.  tinted  with  difcipline,  and  to  furnifli  them  with  arrcs. 
He  thought  that  we  .•  )uld  have  no  doubt  v^ith  refpefi  to  the  danger, 
iFvc  bjt  attend'  d  to  the  hahitual  difpofition  of  the  enemy,  arJ 
particubi'iv  ot  uaAc  who  were  now  at  the  head  of  the  Trench  Go- 
vernnicht.      Eji  wt  aic  xoW  fliey  have  no  army  now  in  readinefs  to 
enable  them  to  haZ^ud  ^\:.c\\  an  atten/^)t — as  if  they  could  not  raifean 
army  to  reall/.e  their  intcnUjn  iv;  foori,  and  fopner  than  we  can,  to 
defeat  ir.      Ls  it  not  |.robjiI;le  that  they  can  bring  wcU-difciplined 
armies  to  attaek  ub  f      Should  nnt  wc  tl^LrcCore  picj-are  a  wcll-difci- 
plincd  armv  to  rclVft  tlien^*  r   But  this  eould  not  be  the  work  of  x 
day.      We  Ihould  alio  conudcr  the  extent  of  cuaft  now  pofiVlTid  by 
the  enemy,  and  tltc  nuniber  ol  ihi^'S  riiey  have  every  where  feizcd, 
or  bought  up,  to  faeihtatc,  my,   to  infurc  their  me«uis  of  invahon. 
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That  coniidenition  would  convince  us,  that  we  require  a  longer 
ime  to  prepare  for  rcfiftance,  than  they  for  an  attack.  Can  pru- 
icncc,  therefore,  permit  us  to  lofe  a  momcn:  r  On  the  other  hand, 
was  the  power  of  France  ever  more  formidable?  When  was  any 
regular  Government  capable  of  fuch  cxcrrions  as  they  lately  have 
made?  No!  not  even  that  of  Louis  XIV.  When  to  this,  wc 
adtl  the  confide  ration,  that  the  internal  commotions  in  La  Vendee, 
and  other  parts,  are  now  wholly  fupprefTcd,  may  we  not  enllly  fup- 
pofc,  that  in  a  (hort  time,  they  would  be  able  to  raifc  in  that  quar- 
ter a  very  formidable  force  T  When  all  thefe  views  of  the  bufinefs 
rufhed  on  his  mind^  he  confcflcd,  that  he  was  inclined  to  agree 
wirh  an  honourable  Baronet,  who  fiid,  that  the  mcafnrc  propofed 
was  an  infufficient  one,  and  that  it  fhcnid  have  propofed  nearly  a 
double  force,  efFcflually  to  fecure  the  coiuitry  from  fo  great  and 
alarming  a  danger. 

Mr.  FOX  was  tfefiroas  to  know,  at  what  time  the  report  was 
likely  to  be  made,  as  that  was  the  opportunity  which  he  wiQied  to 
take  for  its  difcuflTion  r  . 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,   that  under  the  impreflion  he  had 
of  the  danger,   he  thought  it  his  duty  to  prefs  the  progrcfs  of  the 
bill  with  all  the  rapidity  of  which  fuch  a  meafure  was  fufccptible, 
even  though  it  (hould  be  incorrcCl  in  fome  of  its  provifions.     He 
muft,   therefore,  feel  averfe  to  any  very  minute  difcuffions  of  any 
pariipular  points  for  the  prefent,  leaving  powers  for  alteration  of 
any  of  the  provifions,  by  means  of  a  iliort  bill  any  time  in  the 
courfe  of  the  fcfiion.      If, /theft fore,    no   particular  difficulty  oc- 
curred, he  (liould  recommend  to  have  the  report  agreed  to,  and  the 
bill  to  be  read  a  third  time  to-morrow,  or,  at  farthcft,  on  the  day 
following.      In  refpe6t  to  the  game-keepers,  he  obfcrved,  that  the 
oppofition  which  that  provifion  met  with  in  the  minds  of  fome  gen- 
tlemen arofe  from  a  mifapprchenfion,    that  all  thofe  perfons  who 
received  deputations  (hould  be  called  out  and  kept  at  conftant  e)f- 
crcife.     The  contrary,  however,  was  the  fact,  for  the  exprcfs  de- 
fign  of  calling  upon  them  was,  that  they  might  be  employed  with 
advantage  in  haraffing  an  enemy,  and  that  they  were  capable  of 
forming  a  corps  whofe  acquaintance  wiih  arms  ailready  rendered 
training  in, a  great  meafure  unnecelfary.      Uj>on  the  whole  they 
would  rcquijc  lefs  reftraint  than  any  others,  -nor  (hould  they  be 
called  on  till  the  danger  appeared  fo  imminent  and  prefling,  that 
no  Englifhman  would  hefitate  a   moment  to  come  forward  to  re- 
fill it. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  faid,  that  nothing  which  the  right  honour- 
able gen  Icman  had  now  faid  could  remove  his  objedions  to^hat 
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claufcy  and  lie  gave  notice  that  he  would  give  it  every  oppofidon  in 
his/powcr. 

The  motion  for  the  Speaker's  leaving  the  chair  was  then  lut 
and'  carried,  \vhen  the  Houfc  went  into  a  Connmittee  aa  the  bill, 
Mr.  Hobart  in  the  chair. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  fuggefted,  that  as  fome  wealthy  indlvl. 
duals  or  bodies  might  be  induced  to  exert  themfelves  and  raife  vo> 
hmteers  nearly  equal  to  the  numbers  propbfcd  to  be  railed  by  this 
bill,  he  (hould,  with  a  view  to  ftimulate  fuch  exertions,  propdt 
an  additional  claufe,  which  was  accordingly  moved  and  adopted,  to 
this  efFc<£l,    "   That  in  any  cafe  w^herc  meafurcs  might  be  taken, 
wnthin  any  county  to  raife  any  number  of  volunteers,  fuch  number 
ihould  be  dedudled  from  that  propofed  to  be  raifcd  by  this  2&, 
within  fuch  county ;  an«l  if  two  thirds  of  the  faid  number  ihould 
be  thus  raifed  before  the  day  of  ballot,  that  His  Majefty  in  Coun- 
cil (hould  have  a  po'wer  to  adjourn  the  ballot  for  fuch  time   as  to 
His  Majefty  (hould  appear  proper,  to  give  farther  opportunity  to 
complete  the  quota,  as  volunteers." 

He  then  moved  another  claufe,  which  was  alfo  adopted,  giving 
power  to  alter  or  repeal  this  adl,  if  judged  advifeable,  during  the 
prefent  feflion  of  Parliament,  This,  he  obfervcd,  would  give  an 
opportunity  to  gentlemen  to  move  any  alterations  they  thought  pro- 
per, at  a  future  period,  if  the  ac^  (liouM  appear  to  contain,  from 
the  rapidity  with  which  it  had  palled  through  that  Houfe,  any  griev- 
ance which  ought  to  be  redrcfled. 

The  bill,  with  amendments,  and  the  additional  claufes,  poiffcd 
through  the  Committee  ;  and  th/!  Houfc  being  rcfumcd,  Mr.  Ho- 
bart reported  ihe  bill  with  amendments,  when  it  was  movedj  and 
ordered,  that  the  report  be  received  to-morrow. 

The  Houfe  adjourned. 

Tuejhyy   \Jl  N^jcmbcn 

The  following  were  the  gentlemen  chofen  by  bailor,  to  tiy  the 
merits  of  the  Petition  presented  by  Mr.  Ticiney,  complaining  of 
an  undue  return  for  tlie  Borough  of  Southwark, 

T.  Grcnvillc,  £fc].  Chairman. 

G.  Pocock,  Efq.  M.  G.  Lewis,  Efq. 

C.  Atkinfun,  Efq.  Lord  Belgravc. 

E.  G.  Sutherland,  Efq,  Sir  John  Frcder'ck. 

E;  W,  Bootle,  Efq.         ^  Sir  Edward  Knaichbull. 

Honourable  T.  Bridgeman.  John  Wild,  Efq. 

T.  D.  Tyrrwhytt,  Efq.  T.  C.  Pclham,  Efq. 
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The  following  gentkmen  were  appointed  a  Committee  to  try  the 
merits  of  the  Petitioo  complaining  of  an  undue  return  fot  the  Bo* 
rough  of  Malm(bury : 

<  Sir  James  Stuart  Denhatiiy  Chairman. 

Sir.  C.  W.  Rons  B^ughton  Mark  Prinele,  Efq. 

William  Gore  Layton,  Efq.  Tofeph  Hohien  Strutt,  ETq. 

William  Manning*  Efq.     .  Edward  Burrows,  Efq. 

William  Morcland,  Efq.  Evan  Ncpcan,  Efq. 

The  Hon.  E.  Pierrcpoint.  William  Wilbcrforce  Bird,  Efq. 

Andrew  Foley,  Efq.  Miles  Peter  Andrews,  Efq. 

•      Thoma.  Mannen  Sutton.  Efq.  |  Noaunec. 
J.  Fordyce,  Efq.  J 

The  call  of  the  Houfe  was  extended  to  Thurfday. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  being 
brought  up, 

Mr.  FOX  reflated  his  arguments  againft  the  proportions  of  the 
intereft  to  the  capital  in  the  terms  on  which  the  navy  bills  were  to 
be  funded  in  the  different  clalTes  ;  to  which  the  Chancc^llor  of  tho 
Exchequer  replied ;  and  the  report  was  then  agreed  to,  with  the 
amendment. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  bill  for  augmenting  the  Mi- 
litia was  brought  up. 

On  the  claufe  propofing  that  the  operation  of  the  bill  (hould  con- 
tinue during  the  prefent  war,  and  for  three  callendar  months  after 
its  conclu(ion> 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  faid,  that  he  faw  no  reafon  why  the  bill 
(hould  be  continued  not  only  during  the  whole  of  the  war,  but 
three  months  after  its  conclulion.  It  was  probable  that  the  war 
might  flill  be  protratfled  long  after  any  alarm  of  invaGon  had  ceafed. 
This  hill  was  only  intended  to  fccure  the  country  from  the  dangers 
of  invalion.  He  fhould  therefore  propofe  that  the  bill  (hould  only 
continue  in  force  two  months  after  the  meeting  of  next  feCTion  of 
Parliament. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  replied,  that  when  once  the  men  had 
been  trained  for  twenty  days,  the  hardfhip  with  refpetft  to  them 
ceafed.  It  couSd  be  no  inconvenience  to  retain  them  on  the  footing 
propofed  by  the  bills.  To  keep  them,  when  once  balloted,  in  readi-* 
nefs  to  be  called  out  in  cafe  of  emergency  during  the  continuance  of 
the  war,  might,  however,  be  a  fource  of  additional  (Irength  and 
cqnfidenpe  to  the  country.  If,  contrary  to  the  fuppoiition  of  the 
honourable  gentleman,  a  cafe  of  adtual  danger  (hould  arife  after  the 
period  at  which  he  propofed  to  di(band  them,  fome  meafurc  muft 
be  taketif  either  to  continue  their  fervices  for  a  longer  time,  or  have 
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lecourfe  to  a  new  enrolment,  and  on  cither  fuppofition  there  mighr 
be  feme  degree  of  difficulty  and  delay. 

Mr.  FOX  faid,  that  at  Icaft  he  faw  no  reafon  why  their  fervices 
ihould  be* continued  for  To  long  a  period  as  three  months  after  the 
conclufion  of  the  war;  all  apprclicnfions  of  danger,  and,  confe- 
quently,  the  ncceffity  for  keeping  them  on  foot,  migh^  furcly  be 
oLviated  within  a  fliorter  time. 

Mr.  Chinccllor  Pm^  agreed  that  the  fpace  of  three  months 
was  not  abfolutcly  nrcclTary,  and  that  a  period  of  one  month  might 
be  fuaicicnt  for  e\  cry  puriyjfc  of  fecurity.  The  amendmenr  of  one 
month  was  accordingly  adopted. 

On  the  claufc  allowing  men  wirh  a  certain  number  of  children  to 
a6l  as  fubftitutcs, 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid  that  this  claufe  was  framed  on  the 
fame  principle  as  the  claufc  infcrted  Jn  the  bill,  taking  away  from 
men  who  had  children  their  former  privilege  to  be  exempted  from 
the  ballot  to  ferve  as  militia  men.  The  emergency  of  the  cafe,  and 
the  extent  of  the  fervice,  fcemcd  in  both  inftances  to  require  that 
no  exemption  Hiould  be  made. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  remarked  that  in  confequencc  of  this  claufc, 
a  man  might  be  tempted  to  forfake  the  habits  of  fober  honefty,  to 
accept  the  bounty  to  ferve  as  a  fubftitute,  and  abandon  his  children 
to  the  care  of  the  pari(h. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  replied  that  fuch  a  cafe  could  fcarcely 
occur  under  the  operation  of  the  prefcnt  bill.  Firft,  the  roan  was 
only  to  be  abfcnt  from  his  family  for  twenty  days,  during  the  period 
he  was  to  be  trained,  and  it  could  hardly  be  fuppofed  that  within 
fo  (hort  a  time  his  inbits  (hould  be  completely  depraved,  and  his 
natural  afFe^lions  extinguifticd.  Secondly,  the  pay  he  would  re- 
ceive during  thofe  twenty  days  was  nearly  adequate  to  the  rate  of 
labour,  and  the  additional  bounty  would  enable  him  to  make  an 
adequate  provifion  for  the  family  during  his  abfence. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  afkedj  what  was  the  operation  of  the  bill  ? 
Were  not  the  men  liable  to  be  called  out  and  embodied  in  a  (late  of 
imminent  danger  ;  and  fo  long  as  the  war  continued,  what  fecurity 
had  they  that  they  fhould  not  every  momcnr  be  taken  from  their  oc- 
cupations, and  fcp^ratcd  from  their  families  ? 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  there  was  a  diftinflion  which  he 
I  would  recommend  to  the  honourable  gentleman's  notice.  When 
I  we  had  tjikcn  thcpropcr  means  of  precaution,  and  arranged  our  plan 
L  of  defence,  on  the  firft  intelligence  of  danger,  the  neccffary  force 
I  could  be  colledled.  It  was  proper  that  force  Ihould  be  kept  in  rea- 
\     dinefs^  but  it  by  no  means  followed  that  it  (hould  be  always  in 
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aAion.  We  ought  not  to  confound  the  neceOity  of  providing  againft 
the  danger,  and  the  neceffity  of  fubjcding  !he  additional  corps  that 
were  raifed  to  a£t  in  cafe  of  emeigency>  to  the  ftridnefs  of  conflant 
and  unremitting  duty. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  faid,  he  found  from  this  qualification  of  the 
right  honourable  gentleman,  that  be  did  not  confider  the  prefent  (i- 
tuadon  of  the  country  as  a  ftate  of  imminent  danger ;  and  fo  far  he 
Mxakened  his  own  argument. 

After  a  few  words  from  Sir  W.  YOUNG,  Mr.  BURDEN, 
Mr.  YORKE,  and  Mr.  BAKER,  the  claufe  pafled  without  any 
amendment. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN^  faid,  that  he  no^  came  forward  with  a  pn>- 
pofition  which  he  would  ftate  in  as  few  words  as  poffible.  His  ob- 
je6l  was  id  move  an  amendment  in  the  bill,  for  the  purpofe  of 
doing  away  a  diftindtion  which  he  conceived  to  be  odious  and  unjuft. 
It  was  one  of  thofe  diftindlions,  however,  which  he  could  wi(h  to 
be  done  away  rather  gradually  and  quietly  than  by  any  clamour  of 
debate.  The  diftindion  to  which  he  alluded  was  excluding  pcrfons 
from  a  (hare  in  the  defence  of  their  country,  in  confequence  of  a 
difference  of  religious  opinion.  In  the  oath  taken  by  thofe  who 
fervcd  in  the  militia,  they  were  required  to  fwcar  that  they  were 
protedants.  This,  he  remarked,  was  an  (rxclufion  of  Roman  C^« 
tholics  inconfiftent  with  the  liberality  of  the  prefent  age.  It  wa» 
more  particularly  inconfident  in  a  war  carried  on  for  the  re-^(iabli(h- 
mcnt  of  the  Roman  Catholic  religion  in  France,  and  in  the  profe- 
cution  of  which  we  had  been  fo  intimately  connedlect  with  Roman 
Catholic  allies.  We  ought  to  recollect  how  many  individuals  of 
that  defcription  there  were  in  Ireland,  whom  it  was  the  policy  of 
Minifters  to  conciliate.  There  could  be  no  doubt  that  Roman  Ca- 
tholics would  fight  as  bravely  and  as  zcaloufly  in  defence  of  the  pre- 
fent fyftem  as  any  other,  clafs  of  fubjccls.  He  remarked  that  the 
nccelTity  of  this  oath  would  operate  particularly  hard  on  Roman  Ca- 
tholic gamekeepers  ^  and.  concluded  with  moving  the  amendment. 
That  the  words  fhould  be  ftruck  out  of  the  oath — "  I  do  fwcar  that 
I  am  a  Protcftant." 

The  SPEAKER  informed  Mr.  Sheridan  th:\t  it  was  then  too 
late  to  introduce  an  amendment,  as  all  the  amendments  had  prcvi- 
oufly  been  gone  through,  but  that  he  would  have  an  opportunity  on 
the  third  reading  of  the  bill. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  to-morrcw,  if  then 
irngrofled. 

The  report  of  the  Cavalry  bill  was  brought  no. 

Mr,  ClianccUor  PITT  faid  he  had  confultcd  fome  gen.lcmcnj 
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who  thoogbt  It  would  be  more  convenienf  if  in  the  difcuflion  dw 
bill  was  divided ;  he  (hould  therefore  move  that  it  might  he  recom* 
Riitted  lor  that  purpoTe:  he  by  no  means,  however,  meant  to  relio- 
qui(h  that  part  which  related  to  the  gamekeepers. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  faid,  that  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had 
antfcipated  what  was  his  intention.  He  me^nt  to  move  that  the 
bill  (hould  be  recommitted,  in  order  to  divide  it  into  two  parts ;  as 
the  right  honourable  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  was  convinced  of 
the  propriety  of  this  divKion,  he  did  not  defpair  to  perfuade  him  to 
tbandon  altogetlier  that  part  which  related  to  the  gamekeepers.  He 
affirmed,  that  the  claufes  were  fo  full  of  errors,  as  to  be  qtiite  unin* 
tetligible,  and  incapable  of  being  correded. 

An  inftrudion  wsis  then  moved,  That  the  Committee  (hould  be 
empowered  to  divide  the  bill  into  two  parts,  and  the  Houfe  refol  vcd 
itfelf  into  the  Committee. 

The  Committee  then  went  through  the  bill,  on  which  a  good 
deal  of  convcrfatk)n  took  place  upon  ti  e  claufes,  between  the  CKaiv> 
cellor  of  the  Exchequer,  Mr.  Fox,  Mr.  Sheridan,  Mr.  Curwcn, 
Sir  W.  Milner,  Mr.  Biddulph,  Lord  Stanley,  &c.  &c. 

Upon  the  claufe  refpeding  the  quantum  of  contributian  to  be 
fumi(hed  by  different  perfons  in  diilerent  places, 

\  Mr.  Alderman  COMBE  faid,  he  did  not  rife  merely  to  oppofe 
the  principle  of  the  bill,  though  this  was  certainly  very  exception- 
able; but  he  rofe  to  propofe  an  amendment  which  (hould  embrace 
and  fecure  the  privileges  of  the  city  of  London.     For  that  city  he 
had  the  honour  to  be  choien  a  reprefentative,  and  he  (incerely  wilhed 
to  refped,  and  inafmuch  as  he  could,  fupport  thofe  privileges  and 
jrights,  which  he  wad  forry  to  fay  had  for  fometime  paft  been  by 
£mfie  negleded,  and  by  others  materially  invaded^     Not  long  (ince 
certain  meafures  had  no  fooner  been  agitated  by  the  friends  of  the 
Minlftcr  in  the  city,  than  a  certain  party  had  agreed  to  them. 
When  the  navy  volunteer  meafurc  was  propofed,  the  late  Members 
for  the  city  fupp;3tcd  it  with  amazing  conftancy.     Indeed,  all  the 
endeavours  of  Minifters  to  aflefs  and  disfranchife  the  citizens  of 
London  had,  for  many  years  pad,    been  but  too  fucccfsful.     So 
much  was  this  the  cafe,  that  a  particular  meafure  was  ho  focner 
propofed  dian,  as  certainly  as  the  (hadow  followed  the  fubftancc,  it 
met  the  acquiefcencc  of  fomc  too  credulous  citizens.     But  acquicf- 
cence  in  the  paft  inftanccs  would  not  be  to  him  a  guide  in  his  conduA 
on  this,  or  on  any  future  occafion.     A  dangerous  influence  had, 
he  knew,  been  long  predominant  in  the  public  councils  of  his  fcllow- 
cltizens,  and  this  influence  did  not  a  little  charaderife  the  claufe  of 
the  prcfent  btU,  to  which  his  objection  (hould  be  direded.     This 
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clanieiiiflEbhtiaU^iflflSsfled.tbc  jchahoncd  rights  of  the  dtyxX  London, 
and  itherdfore.it  .was  that  heihould  now  propoTe  the  iniertion  of  the 
^wocds  '^  except. the  city  of  London,  and  its  •  liberties,"  to  fellow 
the-^words  '^.theJcingdomof  Grca^6ritainy  &c. 

Mr.  Alderman  LUSHINGTON,  after  fcconding  this  motion, 
faidy  that  no  man,  h^  was  fure^  co^Id.xfi^pc^^  w>  man  be  more  fo- 
licitous  to  preff^rve  the  rights  ^nd,  priviUges  of  his  confiltuents,  the 
citizens  of  London,  than  hinifelf.  On  ,th^  prpfqnt  occaiton  He  cer- 
talnly  agreed  with  his  honourable  qdlea^e  in  tl^e  exception  he  hsid 
fo  juftly  taken  to,  the;  particular  Qlapfe  in  queflion. 

,  The  LORD  ^AYOR  rofc  to  cs^prcfs  his  acquijcfccncc  in  thofc 

fentiments  of  .hie  honourably  coUeagMcs,^  which  had  h^en  fp  warmly 

cxprefled  with,  regard  to  thc,faprcdoefs  of  thpfe  rights  for  which  the 

citizens  had  often  facrifiqed  much,  and  tq  which  they  had  been  con- 

^  Aitutionally  attached*     But  though  in  th^fe  f^r^^imentis  he  coqlfl  fuPy 

agree,  jic  at  the  fame  ^me  faw  no  juft  rc^fon  why  the  ci,ti3[;cns.of  ^le  ' 

jcnetropqlis  (hovdid  be  exempted,  from  fuch  f^tributions^a^n^jght  be 

found  neceffaxy  to  place  thecpuntiyjn  a  refpeflable  ftate  of  defpnce. 

That  there  exifted  great  and  immediate,  danger  of  invafion  he  did 

not  doubt ;  and  therefore  it  was  that  he  thpught  the  city  of  ^p^^pn 

and  itsjiberties  (hpuld  not  be  morepartijcularly  excepted  pnth^^pre^ 

fent  occasion,    than  other  cities  and  corporations  }efs  important 

throughout  the  kingdom.     Hewouldj  therefore,  if  the  Committee 

were  agreeable,  .  prepare  and  propofe  a  claufe,   which  he  had.  no 

doubt  wopld  fully  anfwer  every  pyrpofe  of  the. amendment  that  had 

been  judpropofed  jby  his  honourable  colleague. 

Mr.  Alderman  ANDERSON  faid,  ttathe.held  in  his  hand  a 
claufe,  which,  he  meant  to,  ptpppfe  to  the  Comn^ttee,  and  which 
would,  he  did  not  at  all  dpubt,.. anfwer  all  the  purpofes  of  that  fug- 
gefteji  by  Mr.  Combe. 

After  fome  expla;iatIon  from  Alderman  Combe,  and  a  few  words 
from  the  Chancelloc  of  th^  Exchequer,  Mr*  I^ox,  Alderman  An- 
derTon^  &c.  it;  was  agreed  that  a  claufe  (hould  be  inferted,  with  a 
provifion,  fecuring  the.privil^es  of  the  city  of  London ;  and  the 
amendfloent  was  withdrawn. 

The  Cpminittee  proceeded  to  go  through  the  diflferent  claufes,  at 
the  end  of  which  the  Loru  Mayor  brought  up  another  claufe,  to  fave 
the  city  of  London  from  being  affe6led  in  any  of  its  ancienf  rights 
^({.privileges  .by  the  precedent  of  the.  prefcnt  bill,,  which  being 
agreed  to,  the  Houfe  rcft^med,  ,and  the  report  of  the  bill  was  or- 
dered .to  be  received  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  then  fsjid,  he  propofed  bringing  forward 
the  bill  relative  to  g^n^ekeepers,  feparate  from  the  othe^  which  the 
JHoufc  Iwd .tonight,  been  difcuffing  in  tile  Committer.    He  intend- 
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ed  it  to  be  itad  a  firft  and  feocmd  tifot,  mi  comnodtted  fio^moioip. 

He  therefore  moved,    *^  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a   bill 

•to  enable  His  Majefty  to  require  the  military  fervices  of  peribns 

therein  defcribed,  to  be  embodied  in  cafe  of  neccflity/*     Gianted. 

The  Houfe  adjourned* 

JVedmJdaji  ^^  Navembir. 

Mr.  RYDER,  in  a  Committee  on  the  Com  Importation  bHI, 
gave  notice,  that  it  was  his  intention  to  move,  that  fome  inftruc- 
tions  relative  to  damaged  \t^heat  (hould  be  referred  to  the  conHdera- 
tion  of  the  Committee.     In  confequcnce  of  the  vaft  quantity  of 
com  imported,  a  conflderable  part  of  it  had  remained  fo  long  on 
hand,  that  it  had  in  a  great  meafure  become  unfit  for  bread  ;  but 
it  was  underftood,  that  it  might  be  applied  to  another  beneficial  pur- 
pofe — ^he  meant  a  proper  ufe  of  it  in  diftllleries,  particularly  as  an 
article  of  great  utility  in  fattening  hogs,  which  formed  an  objeS  of 
much  confumption  throughout  the  kingdom.     The  lofs  of  the  da- 
maged wheat  would  neceffarily  bear  hard  upon  the  proprietors  of  if/ 
and  alfo  on  the  public ;  and  to  remedy  this,  it  was  his  idea  to  ap- 
ply to  particular  purpofcs  that  part  of  the  corn,  which,  though  not 
exa(My  calculated  for  making  bread,  would  be  found  highly  bene- 
ficial in  the  diftllleries.     It  would  be  ncceffary  to  examine  the  wheat 
which  was  in  a  damaged  ftate,  and  ufe  that  quantity  which,  on  a 
proper  inquiry  by  the  commJflioncrs  of  the  cxcife,  mi^ht  be  deemed 
fit.     He  (hould  therefore  propofe,    that  the  Chairman  do  report 
progrefs,  and  move  the  Houfe  to  fit  again.'     Pmgrefs  was  accord- 
ingly reported  ;  and  it  was  agreed,  that  the  Committee  (hould  take 
the  fubjeft  into  farther  confidcration  to-morrow.  ' 

The  LORD  MAYOR  gave  notice,  that 'he  intended,  after 
the  recefs,  which  he  underftood  was  (hortly  to  take  place,  to  fub- 
mit  to  the  confidcration  of  the  Houfe,  certain  regulations,  which 
had  for  their  obje£l  the  more  completely  afcertainihg  the  affize  of 
bread.-  The  laws  of  aflTize,  as  they  (tood  at  that  moment,  were 
not  adequate  to  the  end  for  which  they  were  inftituted.  He  had, 
in  his  public  fituation  as  a  Magiftrate,  many  opportunities  of  wit- 
neffing  their  inefficacy ;  arid  had  made  them,  for  a  confiderablc 
time  part,  the  fubjeft  of  his  inveftigation.  He  had,  in  that  pur- 
fuit,  received  the  moft  zealous  fupport  from  his  brethren,  who  had 
with  the  greateft  care  looked  into  the'deficiericies  complained  of, 
and  joined  moft  eameftly  with  him  in  pointing  but  provifions  which 
might  in  a  great  meafure  go  to  remedy  thofe  deficiencies.  It  was 
his  wi(h  to  mept  with  the  concurrence  of  the  Magiftrates  of  the  dif- 
fcrent  counties,  who  might,  in  the  interval  of  the  adjournment, 
inquire  into  the  evil,  and  come  fbr^'ard  in  fupport  of  fo  defirabk 
an  objeiSt.     Gentlemen  would,  during  that  period,  have  timp  to 
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turn  tfu^.Cubje^  in  their  tl^OMghts,  aa4  make  every- neoi^ffiu-y  invef- 
tigation.    iie  thecelFore  gave  notice,  |hai  he  ihQuId,^  ifpifiediat^ly.  , 
a£ter  thcjTcccf^j,  fubniittothe  con^ratlon.of.the  Houfc,  certain  * 
rqgi|latiQp§  .lyjbich  .inreat  to  amenil,  th^iexiftiilg  laws  9f  the  affize  o(  -. 
bread.  .,  ,  •  / 

Mf-  ABBOT  faid^  that  ij>  omiequence  of  (he  notice  which.be  . 
^^4  givejQ ibme few  daysago^  but  which  the courfe of  buiinefs  bpfbcTt : 
Che  Houfe  had  then  preveptfd  from  taking  effedy  he  would  now- beg  • 
Ic^vQ  to.  call  the  attentloii  of  the  Houfe  to  a  fubje^  which  he  con* 
ceived  to  be  of  great  public^  importance ;  the  prefent  iUfe^j^e  Jiate  of  . 
ihe  promulgation  of  the  Statutes. 

Sir»  at  the  clofe  of  the  laft  Parliament,  thisgrievsince  was  point- 
ed out  in  the  Report  (^  a  Committee  upon  the  temporary  laMfs; 
and  the  notoriety  df  the  grievance  is  fuch,  *  that  I  believe  J  need  ap-.  t 
peai  to  no  other  proof  of  its  exiilence  than  the  experience  of  cvecy 
map-within  and  wLthpyt  thpfe  ^alljs,  whofe  fituatioo  in  li^  has  at 
any  tinne,  in  any  degree^  engagedhim  in  the  adminiftration^fjuftiQe*<'t 
The  plain  fad  i$.  this;    that  the  Magiftrates,  wha  are  eatrufted. 
with  ^(he  execution  of  the  laws,  have  not  apy  con^6l  and  fpee^jr  >^7 
means  of  knowing  the  laws  which  they  arc  required  tp  enfo^ee  ;  ?  - 
and  His  Majcfty's  fubjeds  in  general  are  expofpd  ta;  the  .hazard  pf 
diflfolving  laws  of ., which  diey  have  no  dixe£l  communicatiQn  ^hat^  * 
ever-  ,>.:•'> 

With  regard.  Sir,  to  the  caufes  by  which  the  evil  exiftsi  <fnoft., 
certainly  no  prcfent  blame  is  perfonally  imputable  any  where.    Th^ ,: 
truth  b,  that  the  evil  has, come  upon  us  by  die  change  of  cufidm^ 
which  naturally  belongs  to  a  cbango  of  dmes ;  and  when  the  older  > 
ufage  of  proclaiming  Statutes  by  the  Sheriff  was  fufpended  by  the  , 
introdudlion  of  printing,  we, can  only  wonder,  that  our  anceOors 
did  not  at  that  sera  fubl^itute  fome  better  n^thod  of  promulgation* ' 
by  the  very  means  of  which  they  had  acquired  the  facility.     But,  • 
Sir,    no  fuch  ftep  was  then  taken ;  and  the  grievance  has.fince 
grown  gradually,  with  the  annual  multiplication  of  our  Statutes,  to 
fuch  a  magnitude  as  demands  an  immediate  and  eifedlual  remedy. 
Th^t  ah  adequate,  remedy  (hould  be  given,  the  dignity  of  Par-* 
liam'cht  recjuire,  and  its-wifdom  will  uncjoubtedly  provide.    :  At  the 
fame  time,  however,  if  an  apprchenfion  lhou}d  be  entertaiiied  by  • 
any  gentleman,  that  purpofes  like  thef(^,  in  ticpes  like  thefe,  ought 
to  be  limited  by  confiderations  of  oeconomy,  I  believe  I  may  ven- 
ture to  alledge,  that  means  will  probably  be  found  arifing  out  of  the 
arrangement  of  the  budnefs,  and  out  of  the  very  improvement  of 
the  prcfent  fydem,  which  may  furnifh  an  effe£lual  diftribudon  ppon 
.    2  fcale  of  very  coniidcrable  extent,  even  without  enhancing  the 
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piAlic  expcttdfWtfc  in  irty'  digtte  whatei^cr.  WKat  that  aifaiige* 
xntnf  may  be,  thrdogh*  what  channels  Aic  promttlgation  niay  be 
beft  carHed,  anAd  to  what  objHSb  it  may  be  be(!  dire<9^ed,  I  fhould 
conceive  to  be  the  proper  province  of  a  C5)mmrttcfe  to  inqdl^e.  Bj 
that  Committee,  iuch  data  may  be  collefted^  and  fuch  obfervadons 
uftth  the  mat^als  befbre  tH^  may  be  prepared  for  ther  nfe  of  the 
H(A)fe,  as  may  enabte  it  afterward j  to  ibrm  a  matureir  judgiement 
uponf  die  whole  queftion.  And  ultimately  I  cannot  doubt,  bat  that 
Parliament  will  give  to  au^  laws,  that  which  has  been  fo  long  and 
fo  gi^tly  wanting,  an  expeditious,  extettfiire,  and  eflSrdual  pub- 
licity. 

He  then  movedj  J*  That  a  Committee'  might  be  appointed  to 
confider  6f  the  moft  cfFdaoal  mode 'of  ))fomirfgating  the  Statures  of 
therifeidm,  and  to  report  the  bthe,  with  their  obfervations,' to  \bt 
HdUfe." 

Mh  WlLBERFORCE'faid,  that  it  was  with  great  pleafurc 
he'fdcbdded  the  motJon  of  his  honbnraUc  friend .     The  evil  allud- 
ed  fo  was,  he  \hcvf,  oiit:  of  6)n(iddrab[e  magilitade.     It  was  daily 
ftdt,  andbught  therefore  to  be  inftantly  Tcmedied.    This,  he  knew, 
the  Magiftrates  were  ill  able;  to'do  ;  it  therefott  peculiarly  became 
tWit  Hotife,  to  inftitute  futhan  inqtnry  as  had  been  movcfd  for  by 
the  learned  gentleman.  ^    Magjifttates'had,'  he  was  aware,  often  been 
called  upon  to  extcute  laws^  of  which,  in  the  wprds  of  the  honour- 
able mover,  they  knew  nothing,    not*  even' thnrexiftence.     But 
the  truth  of' this,  was  no  proof  bf  either  the  incapacity  or  inattention 
of  Msigtilrates.     It  was  a  proof  only  of  that  growth  and  accumu- 
'  latlon  of  evils  in  this  cafe  fo  juftly  com(>(dined  of.     He  was  cotrfi- 
dtfnt  that'  there  did  not  prelide  in  any  countty  a  more  honeft,  libe- 
ral, and  enlightened  hody  of  men  than  the  Magiftrates  of  Great 
Britain.     But  it  was  impoflible,  that  even  poiTcflihg  thefe  great  and 
good  Qualities,  diey  could  know  the  extent  and  proviiiohs  of  a  law, 
the  otmbft  range  of  which  had  perhaps  puzzled  the  Courts  of  King's 
Bench',  Etchcquer,  and  Common  Picas.     Mr.  Wilberforce  paid 
fome  handfome  compliments  to  Mr.  Abbott ;  he  faid,  if  great  and 
cultivated  talents,  if  benevolence  of  nature,  if  fuperior  ingenuity 
could  entitle  the  fiiggeftibns  of  one  man  more  than  thofe  of  another 
to  peculiar  attention,  he  was  fure  the  honourable  mover  would  be  fo 
diftingui(hed«     To  form  and  arrange  the  means  of  promulgating 
^  die  Statutes  of  the  realm,    Mr.  Wilberforce  thought  his  learned 
friend  fully  competent.     It  was  for  this  reafon  that  he  had  felt  a 
pride  in  feconding  the  prefeht  motion,  and  he  fincerely  thanked  the 
honourable  gentleman  for  bringing  forward  a  fubjdSt  which  had  for 
its  objed  fuch  great  national  advantage. 
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The  tn6tion  wtfs  agreed  to,  and  the  following  Select  Comnnttce 
was  named : 

The  Maftcr  of  the  Rollt  Mr.  Bramfter 

The  Attorney  General  Mr,  Mainwaring  ' 

The  Solkitor  Gcnei  al  Mr.  Banket  * 

The  Lord  Advocate  of  Scotlaad     Mr.  Hobart ' 

Mr.  Serjeant  Adair  Mr.  L  Hawkins  Browne 

Sir  William  Scott  Mr.  Wilbcrforcc 

Mr.  Powys  Mr.  Abbot. 

The  bill  for  funding  the  navy  bUls  was  read  a  firft  time. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  as  it  might  be  found  conve- 
nient for  the  Houfe  to  adjourn  for  fome  days,  perhaps^  it  would  be 
proper  to  difcharge  the  orders  for  fuch  eledion  petitions  as  flood  fixed 
for  any  .day  between  the  loth  and  24th  of  November ;  he  ihould 
therefore  move  that  the  orders  for  the  confideration  of  fuch  petitions 
be  difcharged.     Agreed  to. 

Accordingly  the  order  for  taking  into  confideration  the  petition^ 
from  JLeominfler,  Melbourne.  Port,  and  Tregony,  were  feverally 
difcharged  and  renewed.  Leominficr,  Thurfday  the  24th*— Mel- 
bourne Port,  Monday  the  29th  of  November;  and  Tr^ny, 
Thurfday  the  ifl  of  December. 

The  Militia  Augmentation  bill  was  brought  up,  and  the  Chan» 
cellor  of  the  Exchequer  moved  a  claufe  to  allow  a  piovifion  to  be 
roade»  at  the  difcretion  gf  the  Magiftrates,  for  the  families  of  chofe 
who  ferved  under  this  bill,  for  the  twenty  days  during  which  they - 
were  called  out  to  be  difciplined. 

Sir  WILLIAM  YOUNG  faid  he  had  many  objcaions  to  Ac 
provifions  made  by  the  ad.  Many  children  would  neceflariljr  be 
thrown  on  the  pari(hes,  which  were  already  heavily  encumbered. 
Exemptions  might  be  adopted  upon  the  principle  of  the  old  militia 
laws,  particularly  where  the  number  often  children  (hould  be  found 
in  a  family. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  replied,  that  the  claufe  which  he  prqpofed 
was  of  a  g^eral  nature ;  and  that,  when  it  was  received,  the  num-^ 
ber  of  ten,  or  any  other  nnmbcr  of  children,  might  be  introduced. 

Sir  WILLIAM  YOUNG  faid,  he  did  not  mean  to  oppofe  the 
claufe. 

After  a  few  words  from  Mr.  JoUifTe,  die  Speaker  fubmitted  it  to 
the  rig^t  honourable  gentleman,  whether  it  would  not  be  more  re- 
gular to  refer  the  claufe,  as  a  pecuniary  matter,  to  the,  confideration 
of  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  having  acquiefced,  the  claufe  was  read  a 
firft  and  fecond  time,  and  the  Houfe  went  into  a  Committee  of*^ 
.  whole  Houfe.  2 
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The  blanks  were  then  filled  up,  and  the  claufe  ^^gte^d  tp,  repcrC- 
cd,  and  received. 

Sir  WILLIAM  YOUNG  rofe  to  move. an  amendment.  He 
obfervcd,  that  an  exemption  had  always  taken  place  in  the  bcft  re- 
gulated States  with  rcfpcd  to  the  number  of  children  in  a  family. 
The  right  honourable  gentleman  mijht  fitppofe  the  ncceffity  of  not 
extending  the  exemption  to  a  certain  number  of  children;  but  he 
begged  leave  to  obfcrve,  that  fuch  a  fuppofition  was  a  very  danger- 
ous mode  of  arguing,  as  it  went  to  (hew  the  weaknefs  of  pur  rc- 
fources.  It  was  a  proof  thaf  men  could  hot  be  eafily  found  in  a 
kingdom  which  had  eight  millions  of  inhabitants.  When  a  man, 
who  had  fevcn  or  eight  children,  was  called  out  on  duty  for  twenty 
days  together,  he  certainly  could  not  return  in  the  fame  ftate  him- 
felf,  or  even  find  his  family  in  the  ftate  he  left  it ;  nor  could  he  be 
con(idered  fo  valuable  a  member  of  fociety  as  before.  He  fhould 
therefore  move,  that  the  words  "  nor  any  poor  man  having  more 
than  two  children,"  be  inferted. 

He  faid,  this  was  an  amendment,  the  adoption  of  which  would 
not,  he  hoped,  be  oppofed  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer. 
In  all  countries,  in  all  ages,  even  from  the  days  of  Athenian  free- 
dom, to  the  reign  cf  defpotifm  in  Ruflia,  exceptions  had  been  made 
on  occafions  of  military  levies  in  favour  of  the  poor  man  of  a  large 
family.  He  indeed  relied  more  bn  the  judgement  of  the  right  ho- 
nourable Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  than  upon  that  of  any  man 
alive ;  but  then  he  would  take  upon  him  to  fay,  that  gentlemen, 
accuftomed  to  fill  official  iituations  in  the  country,  were  better  qua- 
lified to  judge  of  tlic  propriety  of  meafures,  the  operation  of  which 
would  be  confined  entirely  to  parifhes.  It  would  be  extremely  hard 
were"  the  parifhioners  of  every  parifli  in  England  to  be  burdened 
with  the  children  of  perfons,  whofe  fervjces  had  been  required  by 
tht  countrv. 

Mr.  JOI.LIFFE  concurred  in  thefe  obfervations  ;  and  thought 
that  the  burden,  as  the  claufe  now  ftood,  would  be  very  generally 
and  gricvoufly  felt  throughout  the  kingdom.  If  it  extended  to  all 
men,  thofe  of  large  families  might  purpofely  be  induced  to  enter, 
in  order  to  relieve  themfclves  from  the  charge  of  maintaining  them. 

Mr.  CURWEN  fuggcfted  the  propriety  of  giving  a  difcretionary 
power  to  Magiftrates  on  the  fubjctS  of  this  pecuniary  relief,  as  in 
many  manufadluring  places,  children  might  be  able  to  get  their 
own  livelihcxxl. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  here  propofcd,  inftead  of  the  words 
"  two  children,"  tlic  infcrtion  of  the  words  "  three  children." 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  obferved,  that  though  he  neither  agreed  with 
tlic  honourable  Baronet  nor  with  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
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as  to  the  neceffily  of  the  mhirurey  ftill  he  conceived  it  his  duty  to 
fuggeft  what  appeared  to  be,  to  him,  the  inefficacy  of  their  refpe6K  ve 
amendments.  The  number  of  children  to  be  allowed  to  each  man, 
faid  Mr.  Sheridan,  is  the  obj&SV  of  arrangement,  but  a  word  has 
not  been  faid  about  the  ages  at  which  they  mu(^  have  arrived  to  form 
fit  exceptions.  He  thought  it  perfe<Etly  advifcable  to  make  ibmc 
limitation  relative  to  the  age  of  the  children,  who  might  in  fomc 
cafes  be  grown  up,  and  feparated  from  their  parents. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  propofed,  that  the  amendment  (hould 
include  only  fuch  children  as  might  be  found  under  ten  years  of 
age.     Agreed  to. 

The  queffion  was  then  put  on  the  (irft  amendment,  and  nega- 
tived without  a  divifion.  "^  " 

The  Houfe  then  divided  upon  the  amendment  of  the  Chancellor 
of  die  Exchequer, 

Ayes,  93;   Noes,  22.     Majority,  71. 

The  diflTerent  amendments  were  then  gone  through,  and  the  bill 
read  a  third  time  and  pafled. . 

The  report  of  the  Cavalry  bill  was  brought  up,  and  the  iird  part 
of  It  being  read, 

General  TARLETON  obfcrved,  that*  as  he  conceived  the 
country  to  be  arrived  at  the  mod  critical  and  awful  period  of  its 
hiftory,  and  perhaps  of  its  exigence,  as  a  free  country,  as  there 
did  not  appear  to  be  more  than  one  ftep  to  intervene,  before  we 
defcended  from  liberty  to  flavery,  he  ihould  now  claim  the  indul- 
gence of  the  Houfe,  whilft  he  entered  his  confcientious  and  folemn 
ppoteft  igainft  the  fyAem  of  meafures  then  under  confideration. 
When  a  menaced  inva(ion  is  loofely  intimated  to  the  Houfe— when 
laige  quotas  of  money  or  perfonal  fervice  are  called  for-— when  a 
coniideiable  addition  is  to  be  made  to  the  army-*-he  thought  it 
both  the  buiinefs  and  duty  of  its  Members  to  refort  to  the  prac- 
tice of  tlieir  anceftors  in  fimilar  fituations,  if  iimilar  iituations 
could  be  found.  In  all  allufions  to  hifiorical  fadls,  he  placed  him- 
felf  under  the  Cdrredlion  of  the  Houfe,  as,  undoubtedly,  many  or 
moft  of  the  honourable  gentlemen  were  more  converfant  with  the 
'annals  of  the  country  than  he  could  pretend  to  be.  The  fame 
means  of  correflion  extended  to  any  confequence  he  (hould  falfcly 
deduce  from  the  authority  of  hiftory.  And  he  profeffed,  that  he 
gladly  adverted  to  the  pra<Aice  of  our  anceftors,  becaufe  upon  the 
moft  minute  examination  he  found,  that  the  time,  talents,  and 
labour  of  our  forefathers  had  beeh,  unlike  the  pradtice  of  the  laft 
Parliament,  direded  to  the  extenfion  and  not  the  abridgement  of 
liberty.  In  this  hiftorical  detail  he  thought  it  unneceffary  to  dwell 
upon  th^  circumftances  in  the  year  1688,  as  there  was  no  analoirv 
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I  between  that  ^and  the  piefen't  cafe.      On  (hat  opeafion  a  pioleftafit 
:  Prince  was  invited  by  a  Isvge  party  to  pa&  over  to  tbcfe  iiingftaw^, 
.  to  dethrone  a  bigoted  and  tyrannical  king,  who  wi(hed  and  attcmpc- 
^  to  overthsow  the  liberties  of  the  (ubjeft  both  incburch.and  ftstte. 
He  (hould  therefore  pafs  over  the  reigns  of  William  and  Msvy 
and  Qjieen  Anne,  and  proceed .  to  the  period  wiiea  the  iUufijrious 
houfe  of  Branfwick  mounted  the  throne  of  England.     Soon  .after 
the  acceffion  of  King  George  I.  when  Great  Britain  enjoyed  .pvo- 
.  fiaund  pe^cct  with  foreign  powos,  but  w^ea  a  fiiong  Jacobite  partf 
exiftedvin  this  country ;  when  a  pretender  to  thei .  fthrone  Ukewife 
exifted,  and  infurredions  had  commenced   in  .Ibefe   kirtgdoms : 
Ili».Majefty  informed  his  Parliament  o^  the  1 5th  of  July»  1 715, 
**  that  rebellion  was  bc^gun  at  home,  and  an  invaion  tbirateiicd 
from  abrpad."     Addreifes  were  .directed  to  the  Kingr-rthe  gqards 
were  encamped  in  Hyde  Park-— arrangements  were^madc  for  ibc 
defence  of  the^o^-^-^nd  orders  ;vere- given  for  railing  thirteen 
elements  of  di^agoons  and  ^ght  of  iofimtry.     The  wMe  military 
force  of  the  kingdom  at  this  period,  the.  new  levy  inctuded,  could 
.not  be  eAimated  at  40,000  men.     The.deatfi  of  that  defpot 
Louis  XIV.  which  happened  at  this  period  contributedj  not  alitde 
to  disfeat  tho.eQterprize  of  die  Pretender.     Agairi  we  find»  conti- 
nued the  General,. in  17 189  his  Catholic  Majefiy  warmly  cf- 
poufed.  the  caufe.  of  the  Pretender,  and  an  jexpeditioa  was  fitted 
tout  in  S^in :  the  command  of  the  fleet  and  army  •  was  entniAcd  to 
the  Duke  iof  Ormond ;  who  failed  from  Cadiz,  and  proceeded  as 
far.  as  Cape  Fini(terre,  where  his  fleet  was  daiperfed  by  a  ftoim. 
.Hia  Majofly  communicated  to  both  Houfes  the  frequent  advices 
he  had  leceived— rthey.deiired  him  to  augment  his  forces,,  wfaidi 
wcfe  fmall,  and  they  would  make  good  the  expeiKe.     The  next 
demonftration-of  invafion  took  place  in  1743*     Early  in  that.ycar 
it.  was^  known,  in  England  that  a  body  of  French,  troops  had  mov- 
ed for  that  purpofc  to  the  coafi  mod  contiguous  to  England,  under 
A&  orders  of, one  of  the  moft  celebrated  officers  of  biSi  age^  Count 
Saxe,.  afterwards  Marihal  of  France*     On  the  I5tb  of  February 
GcoTg/K  II.  fent  a  meflage  to  both  Houfes,  intimatii^  "  thcar- 
''  rival  of  the  Pretender's  fon  in  France;  the  preparations  at 
*^  Dunkirk,  and  the  appearance  of  a  French  fleet  in  Ac  Channel." 
On  this  occafion,  it  mufl  be  univerially  acknowledge  the-fituation 
of  the  country  was  truly  alarming.     In  a  time  of  profound  peace, 
wfaea  the  military  force  in  the  kingdom  was  comparatively  very 
fmall, .  the  French  admiral*  fuppofing  himfelf  fuperior.  at  fea,  £ukd 
from  Breft  up*.the  Channel,  and  anchored  off  Dungexmeis,  in  order 
to  co-operate  with  the  military  force  diftributed.  alongi  the  cdaft  of 
France.     But  in  the  event  Sir  John.  Noma  widi.  the  En^fli  fl^ 
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made  faifb  frecipttaitdfy  Icdre  {roin  fhe  ooaft  ot  Ehglaihd  ysM  'hif- 
tovy  &ys»  *<  chat  die  coaft  was  A)  well  guarded  that  (he  cntiSr-; 
^'  frhe  oobM  not  -b&  profecuted  with  any  pfobabSity  6{  fuccelk" 
£>en  tn  1745  invafion  would  not  have  hten  attempted  if  an  im- 
portant diipatch  from  the  Pretender's  party  in  this  kingdom  lad 
not  mifcarried  ;  for  in  that  iTiftrument  they  laid  it  dowri  as  a  prin- 
ciple not  to  be  deviated  from,  that  it  wa^  neceflary  a  hi^ge  Fieiy!h 
h,rmy  (hould  taiid  in  this  country,  before  his  adherents  (hould  ann 
or  aflfemble.  The  oonfe^^^^c^  ^  thatenterprize  need  not  be  d^ 
tailed,  therefore,  the  general  faid,  he  ihouid  direA  tlie  attent!ori 
of  the  Houfe  to  the  menaces  and  demonfhation  of  invafion  held 
out  in  the  year  T756.  Thcthreats  of  the  French  court,  and  the 
movemems  of  their  troops  towards  the  coaft,  were  in  hA,  |Nn>- 
du^ve  of,  or  chie%  inftrumcntal  to,  the  corn'riveocement  of  & 
war.     No  embarkation  however  took  place. 

In  the  year  1759,  when  the  v^r  with  France  was  cundinSted^ 
with  energy  and  ability.  King  George  11.  fent  meflfages  to  the 
b^ro  Hottfes  of  Parliament  by  Lord  Holdernefs  and  Mr.  Pitt,  thefl- 
luftrioos  fathdfof  the  right'honourablegendeman;  fignifyingthadliiflr 
Majefty  had  received  advices  of  preparations  making-by  the  Frmeh 
court  for  the*  invafion  of  England ;  the  Militia  was  Atn  ddy 
ordered*  out,  although  the  war  had  been  carried  cm  for  fome  yeaA. 
Btitdie adminiftration  of  that  day  wifely  placed  their  chief  depeni- 
dance  on  the  ftrength  of  the  navy,  for  they  itttdie^  drew  any  o^ 
the  troops  ftofn  Germany,  nor  countera£ted  the  expecfition  to 
America— and  a  grateful  pofterity  furveys  with  thankful  admira* 
tibn,  the  battle  of  Mindcn  and  the  faQ  of  Quebec.  The  Britifli 
navy  under  the  conduSE  of  the  gallant  Hawke  feconded  the  wife 
difpofitions  of  the  Adminidration,  and.  a  fevere  blow  g^ven  to  the 
French  fleer  off  their  owrt  coaft,  produced  a  ^orious  termination  of 
the  threatened  invafion.  With  refped  to  the  demonftration  mode 
in  the  channel  by  the  combined  fleets  of  France  and  Sjpatn,  in'  the 
year  1779,  the  General  faid,  it  was  unneceifary  to  trouble  Ac 
Hbufe:  one  obfervation  he  (hould- only  make,  which  was,  that  die 
Executive  Power  had  d6ne  well  in  placing  our  naval  arfenals  at 
PonffflDuth  and  Plymouth  in  a  fituation  of  defence,  which  taifed 
them  above  any  alarm  from  a  coup  de  maiin.  Of  all  the  menaced 
invafions^  therefore,  that  of  1 743  fe^ms  to  have  been  the  moft 
foi'midable,  if  we  look  into  the  beft  authorities  upon  that  fubjed, 
'oriniipartiallY  furvey  the  relative  (ituations  of  the  two  Countries. 

In' a  time  of  ptofotund  peace  Louis  XV.  ordered  a  body  of  vete- 
'  tm  tmops  under  the  ailfpices  of  a  jufUy  celebrated  general  to  ad- 
^¥uite  to  the  fea  coaft.   The  title  to  the  oown  was.difput0d«-^be* 
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lief  of  naval  faperiority  was  fo  ftxofig^y  entertained  tfiae  the  French 
Admh^l  anchored  off  Dungennefs.     In  England  the  Milida  was 
not  embodied,  thercgulartroops  were  infignificant,  and  a  powetfiil  par- 
ty of  Jacobites  in  England  corrcfponded  with  the  enenay,  and  was 
ready  to  eo-operate  on  'the  moment  of  invafion.     What  is  the  fita- 
ation  of  Great  Britain,  the  General  faid,  in  the  year  1796  ? 
There  does  not  exift,  the  Houfe  is  convinced,  a  Pretender  to  the 
Throne.     We  have  upwards  of  10  0,00  a  men  at  this  momcac 
embodied  Within  the  ifland,  and  the  army,  we  all  know,  is   wclF 
affeded  to  the  esuflingGovemmient  of  the  country.     We  have  be- 
fides  this  regular  force,  fome  tfaoufandsof  volunteer  infantry  and 
yeomanry  cavalry*<<i— a  defcription  of  perfons  .very  unlike  thofe  men- 
loaned  in  lad  night's  debate.     We  have  a  fleet  unequalled  inr 
jaumbers,  and  with  pride  and  pleafure  he  boafted,  unequalled  in 
gallantry  and  (kill,  if  we  even  rcforted  to  the  gloAous  pages  of  our 
.national  nayal  hiAory.     And  inftead  of  being  menaced  at  a  time  of 
|)eace  and  in  an  unprepared  ftate,  af^ivity  and  preparation  per- 
vaded every  part  of  the  ifland*     In  addition  to  thefe   important 
advantages  we  have  the  affirmation  of  the  right  honourable  gentlo^ 
man,  on  the  fiift  day  of  the  feflfion,  that  the  French  armies  in 
Germany  were  nearly  annihilated.     And,  although,  the  General 
faid,  he  could  not  admit  of  that  afTertion  to  its  full  extent,  yet 
he  admitted  the  profpe6l  of  military  operations  in  diat  quarter  had 
updergone  a  coniiderable  change  fince  the  mondi  of  July.     At  that 
j)eriod,  without  adverting  to  the  profperous  iituation  of  the  French 
in  Italy,  they  had  two  vidorious  armies  nx>ving  forward  towards 
Vienna.     The  armies  of  Jourdan  and  Moreau  had  attained  the 
frontiers  of  jBohemia  and  Bavaria,  and  their  iiiture  opersdoiis 
threatened  the  deftru<9ion  of  the  Emperor's  power  in  Gennai^,  or 
that  he  would  mod  probably  be  compelled  to  accede  to  pacification, 
without  confulting  or  attending^to  the  interefts  of  this  country. 

To  what  caufes,  the  fudden  reveries  the  French  armies  expe- 
rienced, whereto  be  attributed,  the  General  continued,  it  was 
cibt  neceilary  to  detail,  becaufe  fuch  a  detail  had  no  reference  to 
the  argument  he  was  then  offering  to  the  Houfe:  it  was  foffideftt 
to  ob&rve,  that  a^mSiterial  alteration  had  taken  place,  and  to  notice 
curforily  that  one  afmy  in  its  retreat  to  the  Rhine,  had  been  as 
cbnfpicuous  for  its  (kill,  difcipline,  and  valour,  as  the  other  for 
mifmanagement,  diforganization,  and  difgrace.  In  the  month  of 
Odober,  thenwefind^  thofearmies,  which,  in  July  and  Auguflyfeemod 
able  to  deftroy  the  Empire,  or  force  the  Emperor  to  a  feparate  peace, 
driven  back  to  the  Rhine.  Whilft  tRt  operations  in  GemuDy 
Were  favourable  to  the  French,  when  they  threatened  the  deftru^ 
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ti6n   of  oat  biravdl  ally^  when  his  fate  feemed  almoft  inevitable, 

when  the  feafon  of  the  year  was  particahriy  fevourable  to  die  • 

J^rench  for  extending  their  vidlorious  career,  and  pointing  their 

fall  force  againd  the  (hores  of  this  country:  What  line  of  GDn<>  * 

du£i  did  Hid  Majeily's  Minifters  then  a4opt  or  purfue  ?     Did 

.  they   then,  exclaimed  the  General,  take  any  decifive  or  eflTcdlaal 

^  meaifurc  ?     Were  any  extraordinary  exertions  made  ?     Did  they 

iflfue  out  any  proclamation  }     Did  they  call  Parliament  tqgether  ? 

N'o.'— But  now  when  the  danger  is  paft,  when  the  defigns*  of  the 

French  are  fmftrated,  when  their  armies  have  fuffered  coniidera- 

blc  loflesy  when  the  fealbn  of  operation  is  almoft  over,  and  what- 

remains  of  it  will  be  employed  in  fecuring  their  communications 

^  upon   the  Upper  and  Lower  Rhine,  in  reinfonrinij^  their  armies, 

and  in  re-edabliihtng  difcipline,  this  country  is  called  uj)on  for  an 

additional  force  of  103,000  men  to  ward  off  invafion.     In  this 

dilemma,  the  General  faid,  he  (hould  lea\<e  them :  Either  that  the 

idanger  was  greater  in  0£tober,  or  that  tliey  were  guilty  offupine- 

nefs  in  July ;  and  proceed  to  offer  fome  general  obfervations  which  be 

had  entertained,  he  hoped  not  lighdy  or  foolifhly,  refpeding  the 

poflibility  or  probability  of  invafion. 

After  mature  deliberation  with  refpedl  to  the  parts  of  the  French 
coaft,  from  whence  embarlcation  might  be  made,  or  invafion  at- 
tempted ;  he   confidcred  it  necefifary  for  tiie  fake  of  perfpicuity, 
to  divide  the  line  of  the  French  coaft,  or  the  country  under  die- 
Influence  of  the  Republic,  into  three  parts.     The  coaftlying  be-* 
tween  Bred  and  Dunkirk,  appeared  to  him  ill  calculated  for  any 
confidcrable  cnterprize;  petty  expeditions  might  be  fitted  out,  or  em- 
barkation might  be  made  ;    but  as  the  coaft  in  general  is  low,  the 
water  (Iiallow,  no  large  rivers  except  the  Seine,  no  good  ports,  com- 
modious havens,  or  fee ure harbours,  great  armaments  could  not  be 
undertaken.  Thefe  natural  difad vantages,  he  feriouily  thought,  could 
not  be  remedied  by  fcicnce  or  ingenuity,  Th^  port  of  Cherboui^ghad 
cod  millions,  and  had  availed  nothing  tg  France  ;  he  (hould,  there- 
fore,  next  confidcr  Breft,  and  the  French  ports  upon  the  weftem 
coail  of   France.     From   thefe  commodious   ports  and  harbours, 
jexpeditions  and  armaments  of  all  proportions  might  be  fitted  out, 
which  might  give  jealoufy  either  to  the  Weft  Indies  or  Ireland.    No 
apprehenfion  could  reafonably  be  entertained  for  Kent,  Suflex,  ot 
Hampihire  ;  becaufe,  in  addition  to  the  Briti(h  navy,  whicli  might 
natuxally  be   fuppofed  ready  to   defeat  any  fuch  enterprize,  the 
local  fituation  of  thofe  counties  oppofed  many  and  infurmountable 
difficuldcs.     He  (hould  terminate  his  obfervations  on  this  part  of 
he  fubj  .&  with  one  (hort  remark,  that  it  is  the  bu(inef$  and  duty 
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oCivSc  flatefinen  to  devdope  the  falfe  and  the  nal  attack,  and 
taki^  meafiaces  aceordtng^.     With  rcfped  to  the  local  Btuation  of 
the  ooaft  between  Dunkbk  and  the  Texel,  the  enemv,  by  the  po(- 
leffion  of  Holland,  enjoyed  great  advantages*     In  fuch  large  nvcrs 
as  the  Waal,  the  Ledc,  the  Rhine»  the  Meufei  and  the  Scheldt* 
immenfe  quantities  of  vcfleb  and  tranfports  might  be  oollcAed, 
laYge  armies  might  be  embarked.   Beiides»  the  moft  vulnerable  part 
of  JEngland  lay  expofed  to  a  defcent  from  that  quarter.     But  the 
Houfe  muft  have  ohferved  with  much  fiuisfa^lion  the  recent  traA- 
(anions   tn   Holland  \    a  large  proportion  of  the  army  of  d)e . 
North  bad  been  fent  to  the  alTiftance  of  the  retreating   army  of 
General  Jourdan.     Undoubted  information  had  arrived   in   dus 
country,  that  General  Bournonville,  the  provifional  commander  of 
that  army>  had  advanced  beyond  Duifcldorfy  and  no  accounts  had 
declared  that  the  corps  remaining  in  Holland  had  received   rdn* 
forcements.     When  he  heard,  therefore^  that  part  of  His  Majefly's 
Ei^iopean  dominions  was  threatened,  be  confefled  his  mind  was 
involved  in  doubt  with  rcfpe£t  to  the  quarter  where  fuch  attack 
could  take  place.  At  firft,  he  imagined  Corfica  was  in  datiger ;  he  was 
relieved  from  doubt  on  that  fubjed,  becaufe  that  on  the  fame  evening 
that  die  expreffion  proceeded  from  the  Minifterial  bench  of  the  Houfe 
of  Cimmons,  the  newfpapers  proclaimed  to  the  world  that  Corfica 
was  evacuated.-T-*Naples  had  made  peace  with  France, — and  Spain 
declared  war  on  England,     This  equivocal  expreflton  of  European 
(dominionsi  feemed   therefore  principally  intended  for   our  fifter 
Idngdom.     Are  we  to  create  a  falfc  alarm   in  England,  in  order 
to  conceal   a   real  alarm   in   Ireland  ?     Are  we  to  burden  the 
people  of  England  by  raiiing   100,000  men,  in  order  to  fpare 
^0,000   fbr  the  defence  of  Ireland  \     Away  with  fuch  crooked 
and  deteftable  policy !     Rather  reftore  to   a  large  proportion  of 
the  ppopleof  Ireland  their  rights. — Reftore  to  an   oppreffed  and 
perfecutpd  (xxiy  of  men,  their  privileges  as  citiAcns  ;  and  you  will 
give  confidence  to  Iri(hmen,  andfccurity  to  Ireland.     The  Gene- 
ral afterwards  proceeded  to  calculate  the  numbers  of  the  military 
forces  now  maintained  by  the  country.  According  to  t'ne  army  efti- 
mates,  the  numbers  of  land  troops  within  and  without  the  kingdom 
exceeded  200,000  men.     By  the   fame  documents  it  would  be 
found,  100,000   and  upwards  were  then  within  the  pr^in£ls  of 
Great  Britain.   He,  enumerated  the  militia,  the  regular  cavalry,  the 
fencible  infantry,  the fencible cavalry,  thf  guards,  the  artillery;  andhe 
did  not  omit,  in  addition  to  this  formidable  force,  the  mention  of  the 
volunteer  infantry,  and  the  yeomanry  cavalry.     When  he  had  de- 
tailed the  difierent  defcriptions  of  corps  of  whidi  the  ar^ny  was 
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compofedy  he  oonjii«Mi  ithc  Houfe  to  pay  fomo  attention  to  tbe 
cxpcoccv  which  might  be  calculated  by  reforting  to  papers  wbidi . 
had  been  laid  upon  the  table.     He  believed  he   under  dated  the 
cxpenccy  when  he  faid,  the  army  alone  of  Great  Brician  laO  y^ar 
exceeded  fifiteen  miltiOnsy  and,  therefore,  h^  could  not  fuppofe  when 
thereprefentativesof  the  people  looked  ferioufly  at  their  fituation  widl. 
refpe^  to  invafion,  and  at  the  enormou$  and  almoft  infupportablo 
jexpence  of  the  army  on  its  prcfent   footing,  that  they  would  fub- 
jeSt  their  conftituents  to  the  additional  expcnce  of  1 00,000  nxro 
(bldierSy  to  be  ralfed  in   a  manner  fraught,  with  difficultieSy  axsd. 
vexations  unparallelled  even  in  the  hiflory  of  the  prefent  Adminifr 
tration. 

But  on  this  occafion  Miniiters  have  rcforted  to  the  plea  of  ntCfU 

iity.     What  ground  is  laid  for  that  neccflity  ?     If  they  v>'\nt  noeii 

fer  Ireland,  let  them  ftate  that  neccflity  to  the  people  of  England* 

They  are  a  generous  people,  and  feel  much  for  the  intereA$.and 

happinefs  of  the  fider  kingdom. .    Whenever  that  argument  of  ne* 

ceflity,  or  rather  requifition  is  thus  ufed,  Minifters  need  refort  t^i 

no  other  pretext  for  infringing  all  laws  and  inftitatiuo/;  and  if 

Aich  maxims  and  pradices  prevail,  what  wiil  become  of  national 

liberty?     What  authority  is  left  to  the  Aatutes  upn  the  table?. 

Without  doubt,  all  the  privileges  of  the  nation — tranfmitted  throqgli 

fo  many  ages-^fecured  by  fo  many  laws,  and  purchafed  with  the 

blood  of  fo  many  heroes  and  patriots,  will  lye  piioftrate  at  the  feet  of 

the  Executive  Power.     And  as  to  the  pretence,  that  the  Executivi^ 

Power  is  fole  judge  of  the  neceflfity,  what  is  it  but  to  fpbjedl  all  dm 

privileges  of  the  nation  to  its  arbitrary  wiil  and  pleafure?     Tq  CK^ 

fpA  that  the  Public  will  be  convinced  by  fuch  reafonrng  muft  ag» 

gtavate  the  general  indignation,  by  adding  to  violence  againft  men's 

perfons  and  property,  fo  cruel  a  mockery  of  their  underAanding* 

The  General  then  recapitulated  the  heads  upon  which  he  had  di* 

lated,  eameftly  befeeching  the  Houfe  to  advert  to  the  arp;umcnti 

which  had  been  ufed  by  himfelf  and  his  honourable  friends  againft 

,  the  bills,  efpecially  the  Cavalry  bill,  which  had  occupied  as  yet, 

mor^  attention  and  difcuiTion  than  the  other  parts  of  the  fyflem  in* 

troduced  by  Minifters.     Every  officer,  he  faid,  in  the  houfe  muft 

unite  with  him  in  faying,  thatthe  Minifter's  plan  of  enrolling  the 

men  without  having  them  trained  or  exercifed,  would  be  pfpdufiive 

of  no  advantage  what^er  to  the  fervicc,  and  every  inhabitant  in 

the  ifland  would  concur  with  him,  in  pronouncing  the  plan  bod^ 

impraSicable  and  vexatious.     He  now  finiflied  his  obfervations, 

in  which  he  trufted  he  had  (hewn  that  mefiages  hav^  always  beea 

Cent  by  His  Majefiy  to  Parliament  whenever  there  frexc  any  appre* 
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IieHfionis  of  invalioti,  to  acquaint  it  with  ifHe  enemy's  dcflgns  aiKf 
iituation$«  That  every  dereliction  of  the  principles  of  the  Condi- 
totioni  ought  at  all  times  to  be  carefully  avotdcd — that  there  wa» 
m  rational  ground  laid  (or  ferious  invafion  of  this  ifland  in  the 
couffeof  the  winter— that  the  placing  unncceflTarily  loo^ooo  men 
under  martial  law^  is  a  hardfliip  or  the  people,  as  well  as  an 
imconftitutional  aft-*-that  the  navy  of  England,  the  ftircft  faicguard 
of  the  nation,  exceeded  the  naval  appointments  of  any  other  pcripd 
of  our  hiftory— -and  that  the  augmentation  propofcd,  both  as  to  man- 
ner and  magnitude^  ought  to  be  rejc£^ed  by  the  Coitimons  of  Eng- 
land. Upon  thefe  grounds  he  hoped  the  Houfe  would  not  adopt 
the  refolution. 

Mr.  FOX*— My  utter  difapprbbation  of  this  bill,  upon  general 
grounds,  as  well  as  of  the  particular  parts  of  it,  has  been  already 
exprefled«  I  thought  it,  upon  tht  flrft  view,  a  bill  which  hardly 
flr^  alteration  could  have  made  ufeful.  I  think  it  even  now,  aU 
fhoogh  much  labour  has  been  beftowed  upon  it  in  the  Committee, 
a  bill  highly  inexpedient,  extremely  difficult,  if  Jtot  ^liolly  im^ 
pradicabKi  tending  to  create  a  great  expence,  without  aiFordrng  the 
hope  of  raiftfig  a  force  that  will  be  available  to  us  fbould  the  hour 
of  danger  arrive.  With  regard  to  many  parts  of  it,  as  they  flood  at 
firfl,  and  as  they  fland  now,  I  confcfs  they  are  fuch  as  I  have  not 
been  able  to  make  my  underflanding  comprehend.  But  I  took  the 
speech  of  the  Minifler  for  the  purpofe  of  illuflration,  and  with  that 
affiflance  I  confefs  myfclf  to  be  very  much  in  the  dark.  I  under* 
ftand,  however,  that  upon  payment  of  the  fum  of  1 5I.  the  material 
purpofes  of  the  bill  may  be  evaded.  I  do  not  mean  the  word  evaded 
#0  be  applied  as  a  reproach  to  thofe  who  may  wifli  to  fcrccn  thcm- 
felves  from  the  effcA  of  the  bill,  and  therefore  I  (hould  fay,  that 
for  the  fum  of  i  5I.  the  material  purpofes  of  the  bill  may  be  av^nded. 
That  expencc,  however,  will  amount  to  no  lefs  than  a  fum  of 
360,0001.  whfch  muft,  in  that  event,  be  a  tax  upon  the  people 
of  this  country.  It  is  dated  by  the  advocates  for  this  and  other 
meafuresof  a  fimilar  nature,  that  fuch  will  not  be  the  general  cffe&, 
of  the  bill,  but  that  it  will  create  a  very  great  force  for  a  very  ufe- 
ful purpofe.  Then  I  refer  to  (he  bill  itfclf,  in  which  I  find  fo 
much  intricacy,  fo  much  difficulty,  fo  much  j^crplexity,  as  will,  I 
think,  render  it  entirely  impracticable.  What  is  the  anfwcr  to 
tWsf  That  we  arc  in  a  ftate  of  fo  much  danger  that  wx  had  better 
pafs  the  bill,  imperfedl  as  it  is,  than  expofe  ourfclvcs  to  the  incon- 
veniencies  which  might  arife,  if  fuch  a  mcafute  weie  not  adopted. 
I  own  I  do  not  think  fo;  for,  in  cafe  of  an  afiual  invafion,  I  have 
no  doubt  that  we  ihould  immocliately  raife  a  body  pf  civalry  equal 
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4t Icaft  to  this;  gretter,  I  tnift,  sind iriudi mdre effdfiial dian  th»9 
"vmuld  ever  be  :  and  therefore  I  can  ^ee  no  utility  whatever  in  tbef 
prefent  bill.  But  its  advocates  advance  a  lingular  ai^gument  in  its 
favour.  They  fay  it  is  peculiarly  ncceflary  at  this  moment.  Such 
is  their  argument  upon  the  2d  of  November.  We  were  told  on 
the  6th  of  Odober,  in  the  King's  fpecdh,  diat  an  invafion  was 
threatened.  We  have  been  told  (iticey  that  fueh  intention  was  fo 
clearly  pointed  out  to  us,  that  wc  rccjqgnifed^  it  fo  clearly  as  to  be 
bound  to  every  meafure  of  this  nature  without  taking  notice  of  any 
cxpence  which  may  attend  it.  Thofe  who  advi&d  His  Majefty  to 
make  that  fpeech,  and  who  ut]ged  this  Houfe  to  addrefs  His  Majefiy 
in  confequcnce  of  that  fpecch,  were  then  aware  of  the  nece()ity  of* 
this  meafure^  Now  I  aflc,  if  this  Houfe  (hould  fubmit  to  heari 
andy  if  it  does  fubmit  to  hear^  that  fuch  a  bill  on  the  ad  of  No- 
vember is  fo  imperfe£t  as  to  be  difRcult  even  to  be  comprehended, 
when  its  authors  knew  of  the  danger  on  the  6th  of  Odober  ?  The 
Public  wHl  naturally  think  there  has  been  time  to  propofe  a  mmfi 
Jefs  iroperfedt  meafure  ;  fomething  that  had  lefs  intricacy,  lefs  per- 
plexity, and  Icfs  difficuity.  I  fay,  therefore, .  the  argument  which 
jtends  to  maintain  we  had  better  pafs  this  bill,  imperfeA  as  it  i^, 
than  incur  the  danger  of  an  invafion  without  fuch  preparationj^  comes 
iingularly  enough  from  the  authors  of  this  bill.  Then  comes  the 
argument,  that  this  bill,  which  I  fay  is  liable  to  fo  many  obje^otv^ 
and  will  be,  I  believe,  impracticable,  is  a  meafure  likefy  to  creattf 
jnore  difficulty  to  this  country  than  would  arife  from  an  adual^inva- 
lion.  I  fay,  that  viewing  the  bill  as  I  do,  it  would  be  eafier  to  raj/e 
ail  eflfedlual  cavalry  in  time  of  invafion,  than  to  enforce  with  ai?y  xjl^egre^ 
of  advantage  this  bill.  What  fort  of  cavalry  will  this  biUprovid^;? 
Are  they  to  be  trained  ?  I  believe  there  is  no  prQvifioa  that  will  l^e 
efU'dual  in  that  refpedl.  Should  the  advocates  of  iixG  prefent  bQi 
fay  it  is  ufeful  to  us  to  have  a  large  force  of  cavalry  well  trained  aj)(} 
difcipliocd,  I  could  underhand  the  fenfe  of  fuch  an  obfervatiofi. 
Such  cavalry^  }  admit,  would  be  ufeful  in  the  hour  of, danger  ^  but 
cliat  obfervation  is  .not  applicable  to  the  prefent  hJU.  The  force,  ?$ 
I  undcrihnd  it,  will  continue  to  be  untrained  and  undifciplined, 
and  confequenily  no  better  than  a  force  raifed  in  the«  moa)ent  pf 
danger-  Taking  the  fubje<S  in  that  view,  I  would  rather  truil  tQ 
tlie  energy  of  the  people  at  the  hour  of  danger,  than  raife  foiinc$- 
cient  a  force  as  I  conceive  this  will  be  ;  for  (hould  we  rely  oi^i  the 
energy  of  the  people  ia  the  hour  of  danger,  we  flight  fafdy  c:^li 
upoil  every  man,  not  for  one  horfe  out  of  ten,  not  for  one  l)orfe  oyit 
jof  three,  but  for  every  horfe  in  his  poffcflion,  in  which  cafe  we 
ihoMld  lave  all  thp  power  which  can  bp  called  into  si&ion  j  U^t  Jpy 
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^  thi<  ire  can  have  no  effidant  force,   tStyadfin  ne  entail  c|Kin  die 
public  dn  enormous  expence ;  an  expenoe,  in  my  view  of  die  fiib- 
je&,  almoft,  if  nor  entirelyi  ufelefs.     I  am  fenfible,  dat  on  diit 
part  of  the  argument  fome  perfons  will  confider  that  the  whole  qtief- 
tion  18  a  fpeculative^me,  depending  apori  the  probability  of  dai^;er. 
It  may  be  fo;  but  can  be  fo  only  to  a  certairi  degree ;  and  dienccmics 
to  be  decided  the  queftion^  how  much  inoonvenience  die  public 
ftiould  be  made  to  fuflTeTy  in  order  to  prepare  againft  the  fuppofed 
probability  of  danger?     The  proportion  between  the  inconvcnienct 
and  Hie  danger  appears  to  me  fuch  as  iannot  warrant  any  thing  like 
the  inconvenience  with  which  this  meafure  muft  be  attcncfed.   Should 
the  hour  of  real  danger  arrive,  you  will  have,  without  law,  much 
more  efleAual  force  to  defend  you  than  you  can  ever  hope  to  have 
by  the  enaAment  of  any  law ;  for  in  cafe  of  adlual  neceflity  you  may 
rely  on  the  courage,  the  leal,  and  the  ardour  of  die  whde  mafs  at 
the  people  of  this  country.     But  by  the  prefent  meafure  you  wilt 
not  have  any  force  that  will  in  any  confiderable  degree  be  available 
to  the  Public.     I  am  aware  of  the  common-place  and  flimfy  anfwcr 
which  may  be  made  to  this :     *^  True,  this  force  will  not  be  fo 
great  as  diat  which  would  arife  from  the  zeal  and  ardour  of  the 
pedple,  fhould  an  a^ual  invalion  take  place  ;  but  this  meafure  maj 
tend  to  prevent  that  invalion."     Gentlemen  difpofed  to  liften  to 
fuch  anobfervation,  would  do  well  to  confider  the  fituadon  of  ihh 
country  and  of  France,  as  ably  dated  to-night  by  my  honourable 
fijend.     But  (hould  they  not  be  fadsfied  with  his  obfervarions  upon 
die  fubje£l,  let  them  confider  the  (latement  of  Miniflcrs  themfelvcs^ 
111  that  particular.     Can  any  man  think  that  an  invalion  of  diis 
country  will  be  either  forwarded  or  retarded  by  the  pafling  or  reject* 
ing  of  this  bill  ?  I  am  fure  that  an  invafion,  if  made,  muft  be  made 
(as  already  ftated  by  the  Minifter  himfclf)  either  for  diverfion  tn^ 
one  place,  to  conceal  intentions  of  attacking  ferioufly  in  another,  or 
ferioufly  for  the  purpofe  of  throwing  this  country  inttt  confufion. 
Neither  of  thefe  purpofcs  can  be  either  forwarded  or  delayed  by  fuch 
a  bill  as  this,     I  cannot,  therefore,  fee  its  utility  as  a  meafure  in- 
tended  to  prevent  invafion.     I  fee,  therefore,  before  me,  a  choice' 
of  two  things — either  to  adopt  a  meafure  which  will  produce  great 
inconvenience,  confufion,  and  perplexity,    and  be  attended  by  great 
expence,  without  pt  ^''jing  fecurity  for  the  danger  ;  or  to  rely  on 
that  which,  I  have  no  doubt,  will  repel  the  danger  without  previ- 
ous inconvenience  or  expence.   I  therefore  cannot  hefitate  to  d^larcf 
that  rather  than  adopt  a  bill  which  to  its  declared  objeA  is  inade* 
quate,  I  would  rely  on  the  courage  and  magnanimity  of  the  peo|Ae 
when  the  danger  fhall  arrive :  for  in  the  event  of  fudi  ai  dangiAr» 
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jrou  will  have  aa.inueh  fofce  to  defend  y(Ai  as  if  this  bill  had  never 
pafled  ;  and  I  thinks  that  when  itpaiTes,  the  real  fecantjr  of  the 
countiy  will  not-  be  in  the  fmalleft  degree  incrcafcdl     It  therefore  ^ 
appear^  to  me  to  tend  to  nothing  but  inconvenience  and  embarrafs- 
tnent.     I  know  that  it  has  been  faid  to  the  people  of  this  cburitfy, 
**  Wc  only  call  upon  yoo,  now,  to  do  a  part  of  that,  which  We 
know  you  would  peribrni  without  it,    ihould  the  danger  require 
your  exertions.*'     True,  but  you  call  upoii  them  for  a  great  ex- 
pence  ;  you  put  them  to  great  inconvenience ;  and  after  all,  I  fay 
your  meafure  is  inadequate  to'  the  obje£i  which  you  profefs.     If 
the  bill  was  merely  intended  to  operate  as  an  inquiry  into  the  num- 
ber of  horfes  kept  in  this  country,  that  might  lead  to  ufeful  infor- 
mation, if  Government  flood  in  need  of  it — ^but  that  they  know 
already.     If  it  was  to  inquire  into  the  quality  of  thcfe  horfes,  that 
might  aKb  be  ufeful  information  ;  biK  if  Government  wi(hes  really 
to  poflfefs  it,  let  them  call  on  Parliament  to  pafs  a  bill  for  that  pur- 
pofe,  without  pafling  a  bill  which  puts  the  people  to  great  difficul- 
ties, and  which  will  not  add  to  their  fecurity  in  time  of  real  erher- 
gency.     Thefe  obfervations,  I  admit,  do  not  apply  to  the  probabi- 
lity of  an  invadbn.     I  (hall  now.  proceed  to  date  to  the  Houfe  my 
opinion  generally  upon  that  fubje£):.     I  have  at  different  periods  of 
my  life  formed  different  opinions,  from  different  circumflanccs,  as 
to  the  danger  of  an  invafion  of  this  country.     In  X779,    there 
were  few  perfons  more  apprehenfive  than  myfelf  of  the  probability 
of  that  event.     In  the  year  1796,  few,  indeed,  lefs  apprchenlive 
of  that  danger.     If  the  moment  (hould  arrive,  which  God  avert! 
if  France  (hould  become  fuperior  in  naval  force  to  this  country  fo  as 
to  be  able  to  command  die  channel,  then,  indeed,  a  man  of  the 
ftrongeft  mind  and  nerves  may  be  appreheniive  of  an  inva(ion.     If 
the  French  (hould  obtain  footing  in  this  iiland,  and  have  from 
thence  a  communication  with  the  continent,   then,  indeed,  we 
(hould  be  in  danger ;  even  then,  I  truft,  they  could  not  difmay 
us.     But  while  we  are  fuperior  at  fea,  I  will  not  fay  an  invafion  is 
wholly  impradieable-— although  I  confcfs  I  (ec  but  little  danger  of 
it,  (houFd  the  enemy  chufe  to  rifk  it.     They  may,  by  taking  ad- 
vantage of  the.direftion  in  which  the  wind  may  blow,  land  confi- 
derablc  forces  in  this  ifland ;  but  I  cohfider  them  as  liot  likely  to 
make  fuch  a  ra(h  attempt,  for  they  mtifl  coniider  the  whole  of  an 
army  difpatched  upon  fuch  an  expedition,  as  a  forcp  to  be  entirely 
£icrifioed«     Under  (uch  circumihnces  certainly  they  would  never 
return;  dierefore^  I  think^  that  under  fuch  circumflanccs  they  wiH 
never  be  fcnt.     It  miift  be  obvious  to  the  Houlp  that  I  do  not  hetc 
allude  to  the  landing  of  a  few  men  upon  fome  part  of  your  coafl  to 
Vol.1  Ff 


ai8  >  PARLIAMENTARY  [Commons. 

commit  (omt  fmall  depredations*;  that  perhaps  might  happen  almoft 
at  any  time ;  but  I  am  fpe^king  of  inva(u)n  in  the  generally  received 
idea  of  that  calamity.  I  know  we  are  not  upon  all  occalions  to  tnifi 
to  the  prudence  of  our  enemies,  for  they  may  undertake  that  whidi 
is  manifeftly  imprudent.  True  it  is  they  have  fent  great  armies 
.  qpon  defpcrate  expeditions;  We  have  known  great  forces  facrificcd 
to  great  enterprifes.  We  have  had  abundant  inftance^  of  their 
boldnefs,  but  I  do  not  think  that  from  all -the  experience  we  have 
had  of  their  conduft  in  this  war,  we  are  juftified  in  apprehending 
that  they  will  undertake  a  meafure  fo  obvioufly  againd  their  incered 
as  an  invafion  of  this  country  at  the  prcfcnt  time.  I  fay,  there- 
fore,  that  an  invafion  of  this  country  by  the  French  is  not  a  probable 
event.  I  am  not  one  of  thofe  who  wifti  the  French  to  land  in  this 
country  merely  for  the  purpofe  of  their  meeting,  what  I  am  furc 
.  tliey  would,  total  deflrufliog.  I  do  not  wifti  the  valour  of  the 
people  of  England  tq  be  (hewn  upon  fuch  an  occnfion.  An  inva- 
lion,  whatever  its  event,  muft  always  be  regarded  as  a  (erious  evil ; 
but  great  as  fuch  an  evil  would  be  to  Great  Britain  at  this  moment, 
were  I  compelled  to  take  choice  between  that  evil,  and  a  ointinu- 
ance  of  the  prcfent  war  for  two  years,  I  would,  as  the  friend  of  the 
real  interells  of  this  country,  prefer  an  invafion  as  the  ]e(fer  cala- 
mity of  the  two.  I  fay  this  of  a  real  invafion ;  but  if  there  is  no 
probability  of  that  event,  look  at  the  fituation  into  which  this 
pountry  may  be  brought,  by  adding  as  if  every  menace  of  ^nvafion 
was  to  be  followed  up  by  its  reality.  You  will  expend  milHoiis 
after  millions  in  preparing  againft  threats  which  were  never  intends 
ed  to  be  executed;  and  fliould  your  enemy  difcover  this  tn  be  your 
difpofition,  they  may  complete  you^  ruin  without  either  lofs  or  dan- 
ger to  thcmfelvcs ;  for  furely  nothing  can  be  eafier,  nor  Icfs  expenlive, 
than  to  threaten  you  with  invafion.  In  judging,  therefore,  of  this 
event,  as  in  judging  of  all  events,  }'ou  muft  compare  all  the  cir- 
cumftanccs,  and  form  your  opinion  of  the  probability.  The  ex- 
penccs  of  this  country  are  already  extremely  great ;  by  the  docu- 
ments upon  your  table,  your  military  force  appears  little  (hort  of 
100,000  mrnat  this  hour;  I  therefore  would  advife  you  to  make 
a  judicious  difpofal  of  the  force  which  you  poflcfs  already ;  that 
would  be  much  more  likely  to  be  beneficial  than  any  thing  which 
this  bill  can  produce.  I  am  laying  it  down  as  a  thing  not  disputed, 
and  without  which  this  country  cannot  long  exift,  that  an  invafion 
wo^^ld  immediately  call  forth  all  the  energy,  all  the  zeal,  and  all  the 
real  power  of  this  nation,  and  therefore  it  is  that  I  do  not  fipar  the 
danger  oif  invafion.  I  may  be  told^  that  ^'  true  it  is,  an  invafion 
would  have  that  efTed;  but  of  what  avail  would  be  all  our  energy 
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and  all  our  zeal,  if  a  gfeat  number  had  not  arms  \h  their  hands  ?" 
I  do  not  mean  to  contend  that  zeal  alone  can  defend  a  nation ;  but 
the  xcal  of  men,  even  without  arms,  is  a  very  formidable  thing; 
the    repeated  experience  of  thofe  who  have  invaded  countries  can 
give  us  pretty  clear  evidence  on  the  fubje6t.  Should  this  be  doubted, 
I  would  refer  to  thofe  who  invaded  France  in  an  early  period  of 
the  prefent  war.  I  would  refer  again  to  thofe  who  took  part  againft 
America.     I  would  then  afk  whether  there  is -not  much  corre6tnef8 
in  the  do<%rinc  which  attributes  great  ftrength  to  zeal.     Should  my 
ideas  upon  this  fubje6t  be  erroneous,  that  will  not  furni(h  an  argu- 
ment in  ^vour  of  the  prefent  bill;  for  I  do  not  underhand  that  the 
numbers  to  be  coUeAed  under  it,  are  to  be  trained  or  difciplined,  or 
to  poilefs  any  particular  advantage  as  a  military  force;  therefore  there 
is  nothing  to  make  it  more  ufeful  than  the  fpontaneous  efFed:  of  zeal 
would  be  when  occaiion  required  its  exertion.    I  confefs,  therefore, 
that  as  I  fee  no  probability  of  invafion,   I  fee  no  utility  whatever  in 
the  prefent  meafure. 

But  it  has  been  fatd,  it  is  not  for  Great  Britain  only  we  ought  to 
be  anxious.  '  Thofe  who  have  attended  to  me  in  the  courfe  of  what 
I  have  had  occafion  to  urge  on  thofe  topics,  will  remember  that  I 
always  confined  myfelf  to  Great  Britain  folely  with  very  ftudious 
care,  becaufe  I  wanted  to  know  whether  any  part  of  this  force  was 
intended  to  enable  Minifters  to  carry  on  operations  in  other  parts  of 
His  Majefty's  dominions.  *   I  underftood,  but  not  till  very  lately, 
that  Minifters  have  fome  apprehenfions  with  regard  to  Ireland.     If 
fuch  indeed  is  the  clfe,  if  diey  believe  the  enemy  have  ferious  in- 
tendons  to  invade  that  part  of  His  Majefty's  polTeflions,  I  own  I 
ihould  be  as  ready  as  any  man  in  ^is  Houfe,  or  in  this  country, 
to  affent  to  any  meafure  tending  to  prevent  fuch  calamity.     We 
are  not  to  determine  which  of  the  two  iflands  they  mean  to  attack. 
One  of  them  is  as  ferious  an  obje£l  to  be  defended  as  the  other, 
and  therefore  I,  for  one,  have  brought  my  mind  to  afTcnt  to  any 
thing  which  may  be  really  conducive  to  the  defence  and  fecurity  of 
both.     I  cannot,  however,  help  wiOiing  we  had  a  little  more  au- 
thentic infomution  of  the  danger  than  we  a£lually  have.     But  I 
will  own  that  from  the  words  I  heard  uttered  by  the  Minifter  the 
mght  before  lafl,  (hat  from  the  whole  tenor  of  his  fpeech  upon  that 
fubje6t,  and  the  manner  he  adopted  (for  the  manner  of  a  fpeaker 
upon. important  occafions  c6nftitutes  part  of  his  fpeech),  I  am  morf 
convinced  than  once  I  war,  he  had  fome  apprehenfions  of^the  pro- 
bability of  an  invafion ;  it  was  upon  that  principle  I  acceded  to  the 
bill  which  paflfed^^is  Houfe  to-night.     When  he  exprefiTed  fome 
iipptehenfion  of  danger  to  Great  Britain^  I  thought  very  Ughtly  of 
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it ;  biit  when  under  the  title  iS/f  His  Majefiy's  dther  Europeato  pot 
feffions,  he  alluded  t6  Iceland,  Ibad  no  difficulty  in  beUcTH^ihe 
reality  of  his  alarm.  That  Minifters  (bould  be  alarmed  alt  the  ftaie 
of  Ireland  cannot  be  Wonderful ;  but  hete  I  catinot  help  ikyk^  to 
^is  Majedy's  Miniftefs,  ^<  Ff  /ou  are  ferioufly  akrmed  at  the  flitte 
of  Ireland,  if  you  are  dclirous  of  preventing  dlftradion  there,  if 
you  are  difpdfed  to  reftore  to  it  confidence  and  harmony^  give  tb 
your  Minifters  tliere  inftrudions  fimil^f  to  thofe  under  which' Lord 
Fitzwilliam  lent  his  afliftance  to  your  councils.     Renounce  the 
principles  and  pradtices  tha^  occafioned  his  recall.     Remove  tbeife 
odious  marks  of  diftindtion,  which  difgrace  the  policy  of  your  go^ 
vernment  in  that  country.     Allow  the  Catholics  to  poflefa  tficir 
juft  rights.  .  L^t  it  not  be  a  matter  in  which  thie  policy  of  your  go- 
vernment (hould  interfere,  in  what  way  a  man  (ball  proceed  to 
ichurch,  or  excrcife  his  devotion.     If  you  are  indeed  ferioi^y  dtf- 
pofed  to  wifii  Irishmen  to  be  contented,  give  them  a  oohftitution. 
Do  not  infult  them  with  a  contemptible  monopoly,  under  die  name 
of  a  Parliament.    Do  not  provoke  their  indigfiatkxi,  with  ah  image 
which  is  but  the  mockery  of  the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain,   t  If 
you  are  indeed  in  earned,  in  wiKhing  to  appeafe  the  anger  of  the 
inhabitants  of  Ireland,  the  reme^  is,  I  think,  before  you,  for  I 
hope  it  is  not  yet  too  late.  It  is  not  the  queftlon  here  how  you  con- 
duiSled  yourfelves  with  regard  to  Lord  Fitzwilliam;  but  Ifaould  you 
aik  me  whether.  I  had  rather  the  principles  on  which  he  confehted  to 
aid  your  councils,  were  reftored  to  Ireland,  and  whether  I  flioold 
think  them  more  eftec^ual  to  redore  tranquillity  there  than  lo^ooo 
men  from  Great  Britain,  I  (hould  have  no  difficulty  in  ^ving  you 
an  anjTwer.     Can  I  have  a  doubt  ujpon  fuch  a  fubje^  ?  Can  I  have 
a  doubt  that  if  Iriihmen  were  treated  as  they  ought  to  be,  that  an 
invaiion  in  Ireland  wduld  be  attended  with  the  fame  deftru£lion  to 
the  invaders,  as.it  would  in  England  r"  I  could  wi(h  that  thofe  who 
recdled  Lord  Fitzwilliam  attended  to  thefe  obfervations.-— »I  oould 
wi(h  that  thofe  who  feem  defirous  to  put  the  laboridus  clafies  of  men 
in  that  country  on  a  footing,  as  it  were,  with  cattle,  refle£ied  on  Ac 
chnger  in  which  they  are  involving  that  ifland.     I  could  wi(h  diat 
the  mafs  of  the  people  of  Ireland  (hould  be  treated  like  men,  not 
like  oxen  and  (heep.     When  I  reflcd,  however,  that  Nfiniihn 
have  not  retraced  their  nefarious  principles,  when  I  perceive  ti^ 
have  not  b^n  to  re-tread  their  fleps,  I  own  I  am  inclined  to  draw 
this  inference,'^ that  whatev^  I  may  know  of  diat  country,  they 
know  alio,  and  knbw  a  great  deal  more,  and  fliey  have  taken  no 
meafure  to  change  (he  condition  of  the  mafs  of  the  people  of  Ireland. 
t  (hould  therefore  conclude  diat  they  havas  no  ferioos  apprabenfioiv. 
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of  aii  invafion  of  that  couidiry ;  ,dfe,  how  was  itpaffibleio  aoooiifiti. 
not  ooljr  for  their  obftinate  pofevcranbe  in  their  political  fentimentsy. 
but  alib  fer  their  leaving  the  countiy  in  its  prefent  defenceleft  date? 
They  know,  and  oug^t  to  fed  the  danger.    I  have  propofed  to  them. 
die  only  reimedy  which,  in  my  coitfcience,  I  believe  is  adequate  to 
reftiove  the  danger.   By  the  condu£t  I*  have  advifed  them  to  pucb^. 
I  bdteve  they  would  unite  the  people  of  that  country.    But  I  toaf 
be  txAd  by  feme  that  this  is  but  idle  railing ;  diat  there  is  no  reafea 
to  complain  of  thb  form  of  gpvemment  in  Ireland. — That  in  Ire- 
land they  have  their  Houfe  of  Lords— *-by  the  way,  there  arc  fome 
who  think  th6  Houfi  of  Lordis  even  of  Great  Britain  has  been:  too 
moch,  enbi^     If  an^  man  has  a  mind  to  defend  die  Houfe  of 
Lofds  of  Great  Britain,  and  to  infift  upon  its  pority,  I  would  advife 
hiiA  to  compate  it  with  the  Houfe  of  Lords  of  Ireland,  for  then  I 
am  fure  he  will  have  a  comf^ete  defence.    There  axe  many,  acid  i 
confefs  I  am  of  the  numbdr,  who  think  that  we  are  not  in  this  Hoofe 
fo  truly,  fo  juftly,  fo  adequately,  die  rq»cfentatives  of  the  peopk ' 
of  Great  Britain  as  we  ou^t,,  and  as  fome  of  us  profefs  to  be ;  but 
if  any  man  is  difpofed  to  defend  us,  to  maintain  we  are  the  Com- 
inohs  of  Great  Britain  in  their  purity,  I  cannot  recommend  to  him 
a  better  plan  to  condud  his  defence,  than  to  refer  to  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  of  Ireland,  for  certainly  he  may  then  appeal  to  all  who 
know  us  both,  and  a(k  whether,  if  fatisfadion  can  be  derived  from 
comparifon,  we  are  not  almoft  perfed  ?  I  know  that  in  mere  form. 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland  have  the  fame  government  upon  paper; 
but  it  is  not  upon  paper  that  men  are  to  look  for  fecurity  to  their 
fraeddm.     I  may  peihaps  hereafter  enter  more  in  detail  into  the 
fubjcSt  of  the  Conftitution  of  Ireland  ;  I  only  wilh  now  to  make  a 
few  allufiohs-to  it,  and  I  could  not  do  it  more  aptly,  I  diink,  than 
bgr  comparing  it  with  that  of  the  Conftitution  of  Great  Britain.     I 
remember  a  ftoiy  which,  with  permiflion,  I  will  relate  ihortly* 
A  gentleman  was  enamoured  of  a  lady  whom  he  thought  extremdy 
beautiful,  but  widi  whofe  beauty  others  were  not  fo  enraptured; 
feme  of  them  ventured  to  infinuate  they  faw  defeds  in  her.     He 
wondined  at  the  deficiency  of  their  tafte,  fer  he  could  perceive  in 
her  nothing  but  the  iliaft  perfect  beauty.     But  when  he  faw  her 
liAer,  who  was  fometlung  like  her,  although  not  fo  handfome,  he . 
immediBtdy  exdaimed,  now  diat  I  have  feen  her  caricature,  I  am 
enabled  to  feim  feme  idea  of  her  own  defeds.  Now  I  deftre  lovers 
(adthoug^  tok>vers  advke  is  feldom  vety  ufeful)  to  eonlider  the  Con- 
ftitutions  of  Great  Britain  and  of  Ireland  like  thefe  two  hu&s. 
Tbofe  who  do  net  fee  dekAs  in  Great  Britain,  let  diem  look  at  het 
fifibv  mtA  Jtbea  will  they  fee  what  the  carpers  at  Oic  beauQrihavie 
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often  endeavour^  to  expofe.  I  Viiow  it  is  now,  and  h^  e^ct  <f  rK!e 
the  year  1 7821  been  confidered  as  an  tmprud.ot  tiling  In  2.  Nf ember 
of  die  Parliament  of  Great  Britain  to  fay  any  thing  of  the  Oo-ifiir.jtion 
of  Ireland.  I  never  fubfcrihcd  to  that  do^rine  It  fecme <]  to  me 
to  be  indifcreet  to  fubfcribe  to  it  at  any  time,i  hut  to  fuhicribe  co  h 
at  the  moment  ^hen  we  are  voting  ftich  large  «irmiments,  tar  die 
parpofes,  if  Minillers  themfelves  can  be  credited,  of  defendmv^  lie- 
land  againft  an  invafion,  would  be  the  extreme  of  ftilly  and  wicked- 
nefs.  As  a  Member  of  the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain,  difcuflTing 
the  iQterefts  of  the  Britifh  dominions,  in  which  I  include  all  the 
affair?  of  which  our  Government  has  the  care,  I  (hould  confider  my- 
felf  as  negle£Hng  the  duty  impored  upon  me,  and  defertinig  my  trufty 
if  I  did  not  advert  to  every  thing  dn  which  the  welfare  of  this  State 
depends  ;  if  I  did  not  take  notice  of  thofe  parts  of  the  King's  do- 
minions which  are  i^rong,  and  thofe  which  are  weak,  and  therefore 
it  is  that  I  have  referred  both  to  Great  Britain  and  to  Irdand.  I 
have  obferved  in  the  laft  fpeech  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  the  Sider 
Kingdom,  there  is  not  exprefled  the  fame  apprehenfion  of  an  inva- 
fion as  was  communicated  firom  the  Throne  to  the  Parliament  of 
Great  Britain.  Here  it  becomes  neceflfary  for  me  to  take  notice 
of  the  communication  from  the  Throne  to  us.  [Mr.  Fox  deiired 
the  paragraph  in  the  King*s  Speech  which  related  to  an  invafion  to 
be  read.  J  **  It  cannot  be  doubted  what  would  be  tjhe  iffue  of  fuch 
an  enterprifc."  Why  not  doubt  it  ?  Pardy  from  the  ftrength  of  our  * 
ndvy  ;  but  alfo  becaufe,  although  we  have  heard  of  plots,  treafons, 
conspiracies  and  jacobins,  the  opinion  of  His  Majefiy  (his  own  real^ 
his  fanguine  opinion,  and  a  well-founded  one  I  believe  it  to  be,  how- 
ever the  reft  of  his  fpeech  may,  be  the  work  of  his  Minifter)  is,  and 
it  is  mine  alfo,  that  if  there  be  any  who  are  real  enemies  to  our 
Confiitution,  they  are  too  contemptible  in  number  and  in  power  to 
be  noticed.  Why  are  we  not  quite  fo  well  fatisfied  with  regard  to 
the  fecurity  of  Ireland  ?  becaufe  we  know  the  Irifh  have  not  the 
fame  Conftitution  in  fubfiance  as  we  have.  If  they  had,  what 
could  lead  us  to  think  more  meanly  of  our  brethren  than  of  ourfdves  i 
Are  they  not  equal  to  us  in  zeal  ?  Are  they  not  equal  to  us  in  cou- 
rage ?  Are  they  not  as  able  as  well  as  willing  to  repel  invafion  i 
Have  they  not  given  infkmces  of  all  thofe  noble  qualities  which  wt 
prize  fo  highly  in  oUrfelvesP  If,  therefore,  there  can  be  any  dif- 
truft  of  their  attachment  to  Government,  it  muft  be  owing  to  the 
predical  difference  between  their  Conftitution  and  ours.  If  there 
be  that  difference,  I  have  (hewn  the  cgufe  of  it,  and  I  have  fug- 
gtficd  the  remedy.  I  trufi  that  remedy  will  be  applied  ere  it  be 
100  late^  and  I  believe  it  is  not  yet  too  late.  '  All  I  can  fay  is,  that 
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I  (hall  have  die  cohfolation  of  having  done  my  duty.  If  Minifters 
«ieglc6l  theirs,  the  Public  will  judge  who  tire  the  authors  of  the  evil, 
if,  unhappily  for  us  all,  it  (hould  overwhelm  us.  I  have  thought 
It  necelTjjiry  to  make  thcfe  obfcrvations  on  the  ilate  of  Ireland,  bc- 
caufe  I  could  not  conceive  that  the  Miniiter  was  not  ferious  when 
he  ftatcd  there  was  danger  of  invaiion,  not  only  of  this  ifland  but 
alfo  of  another  part  of  His  Majefty's  European  pofleflions  not  lefs 
important  to  us.  That  was  a  fcntrnce  I  applauded^^  becaufe  I  un- 
:derflood  it  to  refer  to  Ireland,  as  indeed  it  could  have  no  other  re- 
ference, fince  Corfica  is  no  longer  fubjeA  to  the  Britifh  Crosni. 

The  Honourable  DUDLEY  RYDER  faid,  that  he  little  ex- 
pcftcd  to  have  heard  on  this  evening,  when  the  country  was  in  fuch 
a  crifi?,  the  colle£tion  of  inflammatory  matter  which  the  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman  who  fpoke  laft  had  contrived  to  introduce  in  the 
courfe  of  his  fpeech.  He  little  expedred  that  he  would  have  held 
out  fuch  a  number  of  encouraging  motives  to  the  enemy,  when  they 
might  be  meditating  an  invafion  upon  the  lifter  kingdom.  He  little 
expcfled  to  have  heard  from  him  that  the  fubjedls  of  that  kingdom 
were  of  no  more  confideracion  in  the  eyes  of  Government  than  the 
oxen  and  (heep  which  they  pofTefled,  and  that  fuch  radical  reforms 
were  ncceflary,  jud  after  thofe  moft  important  and  moft  loudly  called 
for  had  been  granted.  In  ihort,  he  little  expedted  to  hear  from  a 
Member  of  a  Britifh  Houfc  of  Commons  fuch  a  fpeech  as  might 
have  eompofed  a  Manifefto  for  a  French  General  after  invading  the 
country  of  Ireland.  As  this  was  matter  which  in  his  opinion  it 
Was  extremely  improper  to  introduce,  he  confidered  it  as  unworthy 
of  any  reply.  From  the  fpeech  of  that  right  honourable  gentleman 
on  this  evening,  compared  with  his  fpeechesr  on  ibrmer  evenings, 
however,  he  deduced  one  inference,  that  the  Opponents  of  Minifters 
often  made  ufe  of  arguments,  founded  upon  extreme  cafes,  for  the 
fake  of  making  a  temporary  impreffion,  which  they  afterwards  thought 
fit  to  abandon.  When  the  alarm  of  an  invafion  was  firft  communi- 
cated to  Parliament,  information  was  demanded  refpedingthe  grounds 
pf  alarm ;  it  was  afterwards  confefled  that  it  was  impofTible  to  expefl 
^ny  detailed  information  Upon  the  fubjedl;  and  now  when  meafures 
were  propofed  to  avert  the  threatened  calamity,  thefe  meafures  were 
arraigned  as  having  a  tendency  to  deftA)y  the  liberties  of  the  people, 
and  to  fubvert  the  conffitution  of  the  country.  Thefe  fort  of  argu* 
ments  to  which  he  and  thofe  who  fat  with  him  in  the  former  Parlia- 
ment were  by  no  means  unaccuftomed,  he  had  been  in  the  ufe  of 
confidering  as  mere  figures  of  fpeech,  and  he  certainly,  on  the  pre- 
sent occafion,  (houl(i|  not  attempt  to  anfwer  them.  An  honourable 
{cntleman  (General  Tarlcton)  who  opened  the  debate^  had  had  rt- 
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comic  to  biftorical  fads.    He  approved  much  of  a  refpedfiil  attadw 
ment  id  the  pradices  of  our  anceftors^  and  was  glad  when  any  gen«» 
tlemafi  on  the  other  (idc  Was  inclined  to  coaAilt  that  authority.  He, 
however,  coUeAod  from  the  htdory  of  this  country  a  feries  of  fafis 
very  difierent  to  thofe  cited  by  the  right  honourable  gentleman  who 
|)receded  him.     In  the  year  1 74.3-41  in  which  cafe  it  was  faid  that 
Parliament  proceeded  on  fuch  minutiae  of  detail  relative  to  the  pto^ 
jedled  invafion,  in  that  cafe,  he  faid,  the  only  information  pvea 
was  from  the  Captain  of  a  Packet-boat,  who  made  ai&davit  that  there 
were  thirty  or  forty  veflfels  at  Calais  prepared  for  the  purpofe  of  tak- 
ing in  troops.     How  then,  on  a  comparifon,  did  die  prcfent  cafe 
iiand  with  that  inftance  i  We  had  had  now  the  imminent  dangor 
of  invaiion  announced  from  the  Throne,  and  fupported  1^  the  pri- 
vate declaration  of  its  Minifters.     In  x  745,  ^en  there  was  a  ru^ 
moor  of  fome  French  troops  having  landed  in  Scotland,  die  King^ 
in  a  meilage  to  his  Parliament,  informed  them  that  he  had  ordered 
6000  Heffians  to  be  imported  into  .the  kingdom,  and  Parliament^ 
in  die  addrefs  which  they  voted  upon  the  meflage,  thanked  His  Ma- 
jefty  for  his  paternal  care  of  his  people,  and  the  ftep  which  he  had 
'Caken  to  enfure  the  ftability  of  his  government.     In  1756,  His 
MajeAy  in  his  fpeech  fiom  the  Throne,  merely  upon  ibme  adviee^ 
which  he  had  received  from  perfons  upon  whom  he  could  rely,  that 
preparations  were  making  for  an  invaiion^  nodfied  that  he  had  made 
fiL  requifition  of  Heflian  troops,  and  thenv  though  parties  ran  as  h^ 
as  perhaps  at  any  time  in  the  Mdory  of  the  country,  no  queAion  was 
a(ked  refpeding  the  authority  of  the  information.  Nay  more,  a  right 
honourablegendeman  (Lord  Holland)  whole  memory  had  every  claim 
upon  the  refpeA  of  die  ri^t  honourablegendeman  oppefite(Mr«F<ML), 
and  who  was  then  Secretary  of  State,  in  fix.  days  after  the  fpeech  was 
delivered  ffbm  the  Throne,  brought  down  a  meilage  from  His  Ma- 
jeAy  (ignifying  his  intention  of  intnxlucing  i  a  Hanoverian  battalions 
into  the  kingdom— -a  ftep  which  was  then  approved  of  by  Parliament^ 
though  it  was  a  ftep  much  more  inconliftent  with  die  principles  of 
the  Conftitution  than  the  mcafures  which  were  now  ptopofed  to  be 
adopted  upon  much  better  grounds.    There  appeared  to  him  a  fun- 
damental error  in  the  apprehenfion  of  the  right  honourable  gendeman 
who  fpdce  laft.     He  feemed  to  think  tkie  there  was  no  poflTiblt 
medium  between  calling  out  a  body  of  cavalry  by  the  zeal  and  fpon- 
taneous  efforts  of  the  pec^le  when  the  enemy  are  bnded,  and  of 
making  them  previoufly  completely  difcifdined.     On  die  conttary* 
be  faid/  the  principal  merit  of  the  plan  is  this^  diac  k.did  ftcerbe* 
tween  thefe  two  extremes,  and  at  a^  very  ^tmxVL  eatpence  and  inoo»- 
venicnce  afforded  the  ready  means  of  a  very  oonfidcrabte  miUtaiy 


ibvor.  It  colkd^  this  body,  and  enabled  the  countiy,  in  the  time 
oT  needy  tx>  know  where  to  look  for  them^  without  any  degree  of 
general  tumult. or  alaim.  The  ^pence,  compared  to  the  utility, 
would  be  extremely  trivial.  Some  gentlemen  had  eftimated  it  at 
3^0009090^1.  but  this. waft  extravagant,  and  beyond  all  bounds: 
they  might  as  wdi  have  caUcd.  it.  30,000,0001.  He  could  not 
{>eK:eive  how  the  psefent  armafnent  could  operate  to  the  fubveriion 
of  the  Cooftitution:  on  tbe  contrary)  if.  there  was  a  plot  formed 
againft  the  liberties  of  tbe  country, .  as  was  atledgcd,  arming  the 
Peopl^e  (eemod  the  mod  likely  nynlc  of  counteradlingit.  They  were 
only  tQ  be  called  out  ibr  a  £ew  days — a.  period  in  which  they  could 
not  be  fuppofcd  to  oontrafk  the  habits  of  ibldier^ .  or  to  be  inured  to 
mjUtary  difcipline.  With  re^pcA  to  the  exertions  of  which  tbefe 
0Buen  would  be  capable  in  a  moonent  of  dangcf )  they  certably  would 
not  be  fo  effedual  a$  tbe,  country  rifing  \n  a  mafs ;  but  dill  tbe 
oonvenience  of  having  fuch  a  body  of  men  in  readinefs  would  be 
very  coniidcrable.  The  infantry  would  be  trained,  the  men  would 
be  i»ovtded  with  arms,  and  the  hor&s  would  be  pronounced  fi^  for 
fervice,  circumftance^  of  preparation  which  could  be  bed  edimated 
by  the  expeiience  of  the  di&dvantagi^s  which  would  arife  from 
negledling  to  take  tbefe  prudent  and  neceUary  deps.  In  cafe  this 
ibrce  ihould  ik>t,  at  the  period  of  emergency^  be  thought  fufficient, 
it  did  in  no  degree  fuperfede  the  general  exertions  and  zeal  of  the' 
people,  but,  on  tbe  contrary,  prepared  and  facilitated  them.  The 
piefent  inconvenience  of  the  incafurehad  been  complained  of,  but 
In  a  way  which  was,  to  his  mind,  wholly  unf^tisfa6lory  and,  exag- 
gerated ;  and  compared  to  the  cffcQ  it  would  produce,  he  was  fure 
that  it  would  be  found  fnudU  ^nd  what  the  people  would  cheerfully 
fubmit  to.  This  was  his  fincere  opinion  of  the  meafure ;  though, 
like  all  others  of  the  prefent  Adminidration,  fome  gentlemen  would 
be  fixind  to  attack  it  as  a  breach  of  the  Conditution,  and  a  dapartu^e 
horn  the  wife  policy  and  venerable  example  of  our  arlcedors. 
'  Mr.  WILBERFORCE  was  unwilling  to  enter  into  any  difcirf- 
^  .fion  on  the  fubje£t ;  but  led  it  (hould  be  fuppofcd  he  was  indifferent 
lo  the  date  of  the  country,  he  felt  himfdf  irrefldibly  called  on  to 
iay  a  few  words.  He  had  lidened  with  great  pain  and  concern  to 
the  fpeech  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  delivered  at  a  time 
i^hen  unanimity  was  too  eflentially  necelTary  for  the  fecurity  of  the 
country.  It  had  been  acknowledged  on  all  iides,  that  if  the  country 
were  adually  in  danger  of  invafion,  every  m:m  mud  unite  in  its  . 
defence ;  and  in  this  fcntimciit  the  right  honojrable  gentleman  had 
already  concurred  this  ielTian  ;  but  ic  was  with  the  uw.oR  furprife  . 
and  regret  that  he  found  this  unanimity  wa«  to  h^ve  fo  (hort  an  ex- 
VoL.  I.  Gg 
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iftcnce.  Tlie  King's  Miniftcre  ftatcd  the  danger  of  the  oountn 
fome  time  ago,  and  the}'  have  again  dated  that  every  fubicquent 
account  gives  them  more  and  more  rcafon  to  apprehend  that  an  in- 
vafion  is  a<flual]y  meditated.  But  at  this  feafon  of  danger,  a  dan- 
ger of  wliich  the  honourable  gentlemen  themfeltes  were  fcnfiUe, 
their  objed  feemed  to  be  to  weaken  the  hands  of  Government,  and 
to  cripple  the  exertions  of  the  Etccutivc  Power.  On  the  prdent 
night  in  particular  he  much  deplored  the  exercife  which  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  had  madc'of  his  talents  in  delivering  a  fjieech, 
whichy  if  there  was  any  danger  before,  rendered  it  fiill  more  im- 
minent and  prefling  \  for  if  its  contents  went  abroad,  there  was  no 
calculating  the  bad  cfFeds  which  it  might  produce.  He  did  not 
impute  to  the  right  honourable  gentlen>an  or  his  friends  any  wi(h  for  an 
invaiiony  ,but  neither  wouM  he  compliment  them  upon  their  prin- 
ciples ;  on  the  contrary,  he  believed  that  they  would  not  be  dif- 
pleafed  at  any  fmall  mifchief  befalling  the  country,  if  they  oould 
take  advantage  of  it  to  get  Minifters  turned  out  of  oflice.  .For  to 
what  did  their  arguments  go  ?  Had  they  nor  dated  their  continuance 
in  power  as  the  greated  pofliblc  calamity  to  which  the  country  could 
be  fubjeftcd  ?  Had  they  not  dated  the  Conditution  as  ruined  by 
their  meafures,  ruined  almod  as  often  as  there  had  been  bills  pafled 
for  defending  it  r  When  men  were  in  the  pra<£ticG  of  indulging  fuch 
arguments,  there  was  no  faying  where  they  would  end.  He  would 
{ptgik  his  opinion  fairly.  That  the  meafures  now  propofed  would 
be  attended  with  coflfiderable  cxpenee  he  believed.  But  he  believed 
alio  that  that  was  inconfiderablc  when  compared  with  the  probaUe 
advantages  with  which  their  execution  would  be  attended,  and  that 
the  nation  would  be  willing  to  come  forward  in  a  body,  and  chear- 
fully  fubferibc  to  them  as  the  means  of  fecucing  every  thing  that  is 
valuable  snid  dear  to  them.  He  loved  the  Conditution,  but  he 
confeded  that  he  diould  love  it  Icfs  if  it  wanted  that  energy  in  times 
of  difficulty  and  danger  that  it  now  poficffed.  When  the  honour- 
able gentleman  therefore  attacked  the  Executive  Government  at 
fuch  a  period,  he  tended  to  weaken  its  energ}',  and,  by  diminiihing 
its  drength,  to  alienate  the  afFed^ions  of  the  people  from  the  fource  of 
their  prote6\ion,  and  the  fpring  of  their  exertions.  He  (at  down 
with  again  dating  that  he  felt  himfelf  impelled  by  an  invincible  im- 
predion  to  make  thefefew  remarks,  and  begged  pardon  of  theHoufe 
for  having  trefpafled  upon  their  attention  fo  long. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  reprobated  the  attack  that  had  jud  been  made 
on  his  right  honourable  friend.  The  honourable  gentleman  faid, 
he  has  concluded  the  mod  extraordinary  and  mod  unprovoked  libel 
I  ever  heard  in  this  Houfe,  by  proteding  that  he  had  felt  himfelf 
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invincibly  caAlcd  upon  to  utter  every  word  that  he  had  faid.  Whence 
or  of  what  nature,  whether  political  or  fanatical,  are  the  calls  which 
fo  invincibly  govern  that  honourable  gentleman's  condird  I  neither 
.  rrgird  nor  inquire ;  but  this  I  am  fure  of,  that  no  part  of  his. 
fpcech,  no  part  of  his  fury,  no  part  of  his  pathos,  no  part  of  his  in- 
vcfti  V€  was  called  for  by  any  one  paflfage  or  fcntimcnt  in  the  fjwech  of 
my  right  honourable  friend.    He  fays  he  has  heard  my  right  honour- 
able friend's  fpeech  with  furprifc  and  regret.     Sir,  1  have  heard 
his  with  regret,  but  no  furprife.      I   mud  regret  at  this  crifist 
when  we  hear  fo  much  of  the  ncceffity  of  temper,  moderation, 
and  a  fpirit  of  unanimity,  to  (lad  that  there  are  men  on  whom 
all  thofe  qualities,  when  evinced  by  their  opponents,  are  loft  and 
thrown  away.     I  muft  regret  to  find  that  there  arc  fuch  men 
and  fuch  tempers :  that  with  them  forbearance  begets  irritation, 
candour  is  *  repaid  by  cant,  and  moderation  enc(Xirages  infuit.      I 
appeal  to  the  Houfe  whether  or  not  the  honourable  gentleman's 
fpeech  juftifies  this  obfervation.     I  appeal  to. them  whether  anjr 
part  of  my  right  honourable  friend's  fpeeeh  can  juftify  the  manner 
in  which  it  has  been  attacked.     Mark  the  malice  and  the  bit«- 
ternefs  of  the  honourable  gentleman's  in(inuation$.     He  is  gra- 
cioufly  pleaiod  to  admit  that  he  does  no(  believe  that  We  wifli 
this  country  tp  be  adually  conquered  by  France.      As  one  of 
thepaity  to  whom  he  has  addreiTed  himfelf,  I  bow  with  all  pofiible 
gratitude  for  this  inftancc  of  his  candour ;  but,  fays  he,  their  avowed 
hatred  of  the  prefent  Admioiftration  is  fuch,  that  I  believe  they 
would  not  be  difpleafed  with  that  fort  of  invafion  that  might  throw 
a  degree  of  difgrace  on  the  prefent  Minifters.     Good  God !  Sir, 
what  motive  does  he  aflign  us,  and  what  object  does  he  allot  us  J 
In  contradiftion  to  all  our  profcflions,  in  contcadidion  t9  all  the 
manifeftations  of  our  aflbns,  he  boldly  prefumes  that  wc  ^re  a  fet 
of  icl6(h  temporizing  traitors,  who  without  meaning  to  deftroy, 
would  wifli  the  fafety  of  the  country  to  be  endangered  for  the  grati* 
ficatioa  of  difgracing  the  prefent  Minillcrs !  of  bringing,  he  fays,  a 
digree  of  difgrace  upon  them!  Upon  whom  ?  Upon  Minifters  i  Be- 
grimed apd  black  with  infamy,  ^feared  by  their  enemies,  and  de- 
graded in  the  eyes  of  Europe  already !  wc,  it  feems,  wifti  an  at- 
tack on  our  country  for  the  purpofe  of  brLigtng  a  degree  of  difgrace 
on  thofe  men,  as  if  it  were  poflible  to  aggravate  the  fhame  and  in- 
dignity of  the  fituation  which  they  have  brought  on  themfelvcs;  On 
the  queftion  of  the  Defence  of  the  Country,  we  haveabftained  from 
reproaching  them,  and  they  repay  us  with  infuU.     I,  for  one,  ex- 
pert no  credit  or  applaufe  from  the  partizans  of  thefe  Minifters,  for 
the  line  we  have  purfued  fmce  the  firft  fcrious  intimation  of  the  daB- 
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ger  of  an  invafion ;  %ut,  deiirdu^  asui'e  have  Hmmi  ourfetves»  how* 
ever  diftniftful  of  the  Miniftcr,  to  ftrengthen  the  Eicecuti ve  Govem- 
mcnt  in  cafe  of  emergency — let  them  not  miftake  oar  preiem  for- 
beanfnce— let  them  not  mtfconftru^  it  as  the  flighted  indication  cf  a 
departure  from^  a  folemn  refolutioni  to  look  to  a  day  of  National 
Juilice  on  the  authors  of  our  prefent  calamitieis,  as  the  only  hope  of 
National  Salvation.     Our  intermediate  moderation  they  may  treat 
as  they  pleafe ;  bgt  it  is  trying  our  patience  high  indeed  to  hear 
thofe  Miniders,  or  their  advocates  arraigning  us  as  fa£^ious  traitors. 
If  we  dare  to  utter  a  fentiment  that  may  bring  a  degree  of  difgrace  on 
their  charadcrs.     It  is  too  much.  Sir,  that  we  (hould  be  infuitingly 
accufed  of  a  crafty  plot  to  difgrace  mtt\^  whofe  want  of  vigour  in 
every  entcrprizc,  and  whofe  want  of  faith  in  every  engagement^  have 
made  their  adminiftration  at  this  moment  the  hope  of  their  enemies, 
tnd  the  fear  of  their  allies.     It  is  too  much  that  fuch  men  (hodd 
arrogantly  hold  their  heads  op  in  this  Houfe,  where  I  view  them 
only  as  arraigned  culprits,  whofe  trial  is  put  oiF.    That  they  flioold 
prefume  that  we  are  as  infenfible  to  the  injuries  they  have  inflided, 
as  their  own  hardened  hearts  are  infenfible  of  reiporfe  \  that  they 
(hould  come  here  with  frontlefs  inhumanity,  confeiTing  and  boaft- 
Ing  even  that,  now  at  laft,  diey  have  expended  blood  and  rreafure 
fufficicnt  to  foothe  thtir  pride,  and  palliate  the  conceffion  of  their 
adopting  the  advice  of  my  right  honourable  friend,  which,  iforigi* 
nally  adopted,  would  have  favcd  every  one  of  thofe  Kres,  and  every 
guinea  of  that  treafure.      It  is  too  much  to  fee  fuch  men  covered 
equally  with  crime  and  (hame,  befmeared  at  once  with  blood  and 
mire,  ercdt  their  crefts,  and  boldly  demand  fupport  from  the  country, 
becaufc  they  have  endangered  it,  and  attempt  to  profcribe  as  (aAiom 
traitors,  thofe  who  hav6  fruitlefsly  endeavoured  to  fave  it. 

But,  Sir,  the  honourable  gentleman  has  accounted  for  the  ani- 
mated,  I  will  not  call  it  the  rancourous,  manner  in  which  he  has 
fpoken,  by  affcrting  that  my  right  honourable  friend's fpcech  difplayed, 
at  a  time  when  moderation  is  lb  defirablc,  the  greateR  degree  of  party 
animofity  On  this  charge  I  confidently  appeal  to  all  who  fit  near 
the  honourable  gentleman.  A  fpeeth  of  more  temporate  counfd, 
both  in  mattct  and  manner,  was  never  heard  in  this  Uoufe.  Where 
was  the  party  animofity  ?  Yet  let  me  rctradl :  I  gucfs  the  aniooo- 
fity  which  the  honourable  gentleman  attributes  to  fuch  counfel. 
My  right  honourable  friend's  advice  was  to  change  the  whole  fyftcm  of 
the  I rifh. Government;  to  govern  there  as  he  would  govern  here, 
on  the  principles  of  equal  juflicc,  truth,  and  plain- dealing.  This 
is  thecounfel  given  by  my  right  honourable  friend:  this  is  the  aggreffion 
ef  his  fpeeck.     The  hoi^urable  gentleman  is  right  to  rcfent  it  as  a 
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firiefid  to  ityt  prefent  Minifter.  He  U  rigtxt  in  confiderilig  cny  ad* 
vice  that  tends  to  mke  him  feMn  the  groBtable  path  in  which  he  bat 
trod  as  itte  tnfi<fi6us  cotMifel  of  party  animulky.  In  corruption  be 
has  walkcd«-4n  corruption  he  has  thriven.  However  caJamilMi 
his  career  to  bis  country  and  the  people,  nothing  can  have  bceii 
*n)0ve  profitable  to  himfelf  and  his  connexions.  The  advicei* 
therelbre,  that  wouM  tempt  fuch  a  Minifter  to  return  to  the  Araigbc 
paths  of  truth  and  honour,  may,  for  ought,  I  know,  be  pbufiUf 
imputed  to  party  animofity.  This  is  the  only  ground  on  which  I 
can  acdount  for  ^at  wo^ld  otherwife  appear  a  ipurt  of  malice  wttH* 
out  a  ineaning.  Mr.  Sheridan  adverted  to  Mr.  Ryder's  accufatiofi 
^f  Mr.  Fox  for  tifing  inflammatory  ai^guments  with  nsfped  to  Ii^ 
land,  while  he  at  the  fame  time  pleaded  the  danger  of  anfwcrinf 
them.  The  hondurable  gentkman  h^d  reprefented  jdie  fpeech  of  his 
right  honOuraUe  friend  as  containing  matter  for  the  manifefto  of  an 
invacfing  General.  This  was  at  lead  a  cpnfcffion  that  the  fa^  be 
^lledged  were  true,  fince  a  General,  on  invading  a  country,  wouU 
neVcr  enumerate  to  the  inhabitants  grievances  which  he  knew  did 
not  exiA,  elfe  he  might  be  fure  that  his  manifefto  would  be  treated 
with  contempt.  Th^  beft  way  of  preventing  a  French  General 
from  putting  tnflammatory  topics  in  his  manifefto,  would  be  to  re* 
move  all  caufe  of  difeontent.  It  could  not  be  denied  that  thofo  in* 
flammatory  topics,  as  they  were  called,  were  true.  It  would  have 
been  better  to  have  fhewn  ^^r.  Fox's  aflertions  to  be  falfe,  Chan  to 
have  nraduced  him  fof  making  them.  Mr.  Sheridan  warned  the 
Minifler  of  the  dangerous  conclufion  he  feemed  inclined  to  counto* 
nance,  diat  there  was  no  dtfcontent  where  there  was  do  clamour* 
**  There  werethofe  who  felt  and  were  filent,  and  thofe  wlu)  fdt  fo 
were  moft  to  be  feared."  Mr.  Sheridan  concluded  with  a  fhort  fo* 
view  of  the  bill,  attd  though  he  was  thankful  for  amendmenttf 
which  he  underftood  were  to  be  adopted  from  fomc  fuggeftions  of 
his,  yet  he  ftiH  confidered  it,  **  if  rne^int  as  a  meafure  of  forot» 
weak  and  inefficient ;  if  as  a  meafure  df  revenue,  partial  and  op. 
preffivc."  He  confidered  it  as  extremely  objc6liQnalble,  both  in  its 
principks  and  proviiions;  and  he  Could  not  but  remarkt  that  it 
had  been  carried  through  all  hs  (Islg^  by  the  Finance  Minifter,  it^ 
the  prefencc  of  the  War  Minifter,  to  whofe  dcprtment  it  certainly 
belonged,  but  who  had  fat  a^  dumb  a  fpeflator  of  ItS'prpgrefo  a$  it 
he  had  nothing  to  do  with  it* 

Lord  STANLEY  faid,  he  could  not  in  his  confcience  juftiiy 
hhnfelf  aa  difcharj^g  his 'duty  to  his  conftttuents,  if  he  lufTered  the 
prefent  meafure  to  paifs  wiftioat  publicly  difapproving  it.  Like  too 
many  ethers  that  have  lately  been  agreed  to,  it  increafed.  the  infiu- 
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ence  of  the  Crov9T\f  which  had  already  acquire4  too  much  ftrengdi. 
The  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Wilberforce)  had  much  more  rca- 
ibn  to  be  alarmed  at  the  growing  influence  of  the  Crown,  than  at 
any  foreign  invafiony  which  "his  Lordfhip  did  not  believe  there  was 
any  caiffe  to  fear.  When  adlual  danger  appeared,  then  he  would 
sum  as  readily  as  any  man,  but  till  there  was  fome  appearance  of 
danger,  he  could  not  confent  to  a  meafuVe  like  the  prcfent.  The 
tendency  of  the  conduA  of  Minlllers,  his  Lordfhip  faid,  was  to 
terrify  the  people  of  this  country  with  imaginary  plots  and  dangers, 
in  order  to  increafe  their  own  influence ;  though  the  queftion,  in 
faft,  was  not  whether  wc  fhould  defend  ourfclves,  or  lifter  king- 
dom, more  efle£lually,  but  whether  the  Minifter  ihould  be  more 
fecurely  feated  in  his  place. 

Mr.  NICHOLS  approved  of  fome  increafe  of  ihe  public  imc, 
in  the  prcfent  jundure,  but  condemned  this  mode  of  doing  it;  pro- 
poling  to  be  a  tax  on  luxury,  it  was  partial  and  vexatious.  Thofe 
who  keep  horfes  were  already  taxed,  and  therefore  had  in  fome  de- 
gree bought  their  right  to  ufe  that  indulgence,  for  which  now  they 
were  called  on  again  to  pay  an  enormous  fum.  it  was  in  his  mind 
a  fpecies  of  requilition,  and  from  its  refcmblance  to  that  part  of 
French  refources  he  condemned  it.  This  country  was  not  reduced 
to  fu(^i  extremities,  and  ftiould  avoid  them  as  Inag  as  ^X){nble.  We 
had  at  preCpnt,  both  credit  and  money ;  but  if  we  ever  ihould  refort 
to  levy  in  kind,  it  ihould  be  done  on  fair  and  equitable  principles, 
extending  equally  to  all  claflfes.  In  cafe  of  invafion,  he  held  that 
His  Majefty  had  a  right  to  call  on  all  his  fubjedls,  and  fo  likewife 
in  cafe  of  any  ncceiTity.  On  this  principle  alone  was  the  pradicc  of 
preiTing  feamen  for  the  navy  juftified.  But  though  the  Crown  had 
a  right  in  fuch  cafes  to  a  perfonal  requifition,  the  prcfent  meafure 
went  farther,  and  put  not  only  their  pcrfons,  but  alfo  their  property 
in  fuch  a  ftate.  He,  thought  another  plan  might  be  brought  for- 
ward, in  cafe  any  additional  exertion  of  the  national  itrength  was 
nccclTary,  which  would  be  lefs  burdenfomc  to  the  pa>ple,  arRi  aUb 
afford  a  more  eflicicnt  ftrength  to  the  country.  By  the  pvefent  bill, 
a  great  m^ny  new  offences  would  be  created,  as  well  as  much  ad- 
ditional trouble  incurred  in  enfoicln^  it. 

Mr.  STURT  declared,  that  he  confitfered  what  had  (alien  from 
the  honqurablc  gentleman  (Mr.  Wilberforce)  as  an  infult  to  the  fide 
of  the  Houfe  on  wl»ich  lie  iat,  when  they  had  been  told  th5^t  they 
were  lefs  anxious  to  repel  an  invafion  than  to  change  the  Admini- 
ilratioh.  It  was  unworthy  of  any  liberal  man  toaccufe  gentlemen 
who  oppofed  the  meafurcs  of  Adminiibration  with  being  difloyal  and 
diTafFefted.     ^Vich  regard  to  the  enemy,  he  thought  from  the  fitu- 
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ation  of  their  haif)oui^,  and  the  number  of  then:  in||i  of  war  in 
Breft,  as  well  as  tranfport  veflcls,  &c.  that  their  force  was  confi- 
derable  enough  to  attempt  an  invafion  of  this  countty  or  Ireland. 
The  Eaftern  coafl  he  confidered  as  in  mod  danger  if  the  enemy 
made  three  diflerent  attacks  (which,  Mr.  Sturt  faid,  he  had  no 
doubt  but  they  would  do.)  For  his  own  part«  he  believed  there 
was  only  one  fafe  way  of  avoiding  an  invafiony  and  that  was  by 
{iving  relief  to  the  poor,  who  were  now  ftarving. 

Mr.  JEFFERY  fatd^  that  as  fufficient  aflurances  had  been 
given  by  Minifters  that  all  invafion  was  threatened,  he  hoped  every 
gentleman  would  join  heart  with  hand  to  prevent  the  defigns  of  the 
enemy,  and,  for  this  purpofe,  give  their  concurrence  to  the  meafurc 
now  propofed  for  ftrengthening  the  internal  force  c^the  country* 

Sir  JAMES  PULTENEY  Ukewife  highly  approved  of  thc'bill, 
but  as  an  amendment,  could  wi(h  the  Cavalry,  like  the  New  Mi- 
litb,  previouily  exercifed  to  their  being  called  out.  This,  he 
conceived,  might  be  doi'.e  in  fmall  bodies  one  day  in  tl'x  week; 
without  much  inconvenience  or  trouble,  though  General  Tarteton 
feemcd  to  truA  implicitly  to  the  protection  ^  the  navy.  Mr.  Fox 
feemed  not  to  rely  fo  conH^dently  on  the  protedion  of  that  force,  as 
he  feafed  the  greateft  danger  in  Ireland  where  the  navy  would  have 
a  better  opportunity  of  ading.  Like  the  honourable  gentleman 
who  fpoke  la(t,  he  looked  on  the  event  of  an  invaGon  as  practicable 
at  well  as  intended;  notwithftanding  the  utmoft  exertion  of  our 
navy.  A  landing  was  certainly  poflible  by  waiting  for  £ivourabl0 
opportunities.  It  was  difficult  to  fay  whether  the  navy  was  moft 
Co  be  admired  for  (kill  or  courage;  but  with  fo  fmall  a  dilfauKe  of 
toall,  fome  occaiion  muft  occur,  enabling  the  enemy  to  elude  their 
vigilance.  The  defeats  of  the  French  in  Gemuny  were  not  fo 
great  a  fecurity  in  his  mind  as  many  thought  them.  While  they 
were  fuccefsful,  they  had  in  that  quarter  a  great  objeCI,  and  all 
their  force  ^s  directed  there.  Now  that  their  armies  were  dri  vea 
home,  their  proximity  to  us  was  greater,  and  in  the  general  inadi- 
vity  of  the  winter  on  the  continent  they  might  be  naturally  induced 
to  employ  their  force  againd  us.  If  they  once  landed,  though  ulti- 
mately defeated,  they  would  do  much  mifchief  if  they  were  only 
oppofed  by  a  force  nearly  equal,  our  prepration  .(hould  therefore 
give  usagreatfuperiority.  An  army  too,  heobferved,  might  force 
its  way,  if  any  thing  equal  in  (Irength,  although  in  an  enemy's 
country,  as  that  of  General  Moreau  had  done  in  Germany.  The 
Dutch,  as  well  as  the  French,  he  confidercd  as  capable  of  making 
ooniiderable  detachments  of  troops ;  and  therefore,  as  there  wns  no 
abiblute  fecutily  againft  an  invafion  of  the  enemy,  he  wiHiccl  tlie 
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jKrfTmg  ot  this  \AII9  which  tras  calcuhted  to  avert  die  threattficd 
inifchief. 

Mr.  A.  STEWART  regretted  Aat  ai^  part  of  the  eraiii^'s 
dd>ate  fifiould  tend  to  irritate  the  mindi  of  the  inhabitaj]t&  of  this 
eountry.  He  could  wkh  the  allafion  to  the  ftate  of  thkigs  in  lie- 
land  to  hnve  been  omi^ed.  llie  pstfling  of  this  bill  could  not 
unite  the  iidiabitants  of  that  kingdom,  if  diey  #ere  difunited ;  at  ttit 
£ihie  time^  it  might  be  one  reafon  for  this  cpoaoy's  raufiiig  a  great 
detent  power,  to  be  able  to  affinrd  the  readier  aifiAaoceio  the  lifter 
kingdom  in  cafe  of  an  attack  upon  it.  As  His  MajcCfy's  MiniAen 
had  declared  that  the  enemj  aAually  entertained  a  defign  of  attempt- 
ing to  land  fomewhere,  he  thought  no  one  could  hefitate  a  moinen^ 
on  the  propriety  of  raifing  a  force  fufficient  to  rcpd  them.  He, 
Ibr  one,  was  induced  to  give  confidence  to  Adminifiration;  he  did 
not  mean  a  blind  and  fervile  confidence,  but  one  confifting  in  a  li- 
beral interpretation  of  their  motives,  a  reverence  for  their  great  ta« 
tents  and  abilities,  and  a  perfuaflon  that  thefe  abilities  woidd  be  di- 
teQcd  to  the  coimtry's  good.  The  eiibrts  of  Minlfters  for  this  pur- 
poTe  ought  to  be  encouraged  by  a  well-tinic<i  omfidence^  latlicr  than 
enfeebled  by  an  unqualified  oppodtion. 

Sir  RICHARD  HILL  declared,  that,  in  his  opbion,  die 
Country's  reprefentatives  could  not  do  otherwife  than  concur  in  mea- 
fares,  connected  with  which  every  thing  dear  to  EngliAimen  were 
at  flake.  As  the  Executive  Government  have,  as  in  duty  bound, 
informed  Parliament  of  the  hoflile  defign  of  the  ei:emy,  and  fub- 
mitted  mcafures  for  the  country's  defence,  Sir  Richard  aiked,  whe- 
thcf  the  country  might  not  juflly  think  that  its  reprefentatives  had 
not  done  their  dut)'  if  they  rejeftcd  meafures  which  were  propofed  ^ 
them,  and  which  tended  to  avert  thofe  impending  dangers  with 
which  the  country  was  threatened  ? 

Sir  RICHARD  CARR  GLYN  faid,  that  knowing  the  can- 
dour  of  the  Houfe,  he  (hould  not  hefitate  to  exercife  his  rig^  of 
fpeaking  on  the  queflion*— the  bill  immediately  under  the  oonfide- 
ration  of  the  Houfe,  app^red  to  him  to  be  wife  and  pradt(5able ; 
pradticable,  becaufe  he  had  often  witneifed  the  attachment  of  the 
people  to  the  Government ;  and  wife,  becaufe  it  was  a  ncceffary 
meafurc  ;  for  he  could  not  forget  that  he  had  lately  heard  fron^  die 
Throne  that  the  enemy  meditated  an  intention  of  invading  the  coun- 
try.. That  the  Minifters  of  the  CroM'n,  refponfible  as  they  were  to 
the  nation  and  to  that  Houfe,  had  flrongly  recommended  the  aug- 
mentation of  the  internal  force  of  the  country,  and  had  fubmittcd 
the  hill  before  the  Houfe,  and  othe^  bills  which  appeared  to  him  to 
be  efficient  for  the  end  propofed.     He  humbly  conceived  that  the 
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Hdufe^  iht  |iiafdi«A»  u  thiff  were  of  die  kingdom,  the  leprefen* 
tatives  of  the  people,  and  the  pioCe(9fors  of  ttveir  property,  could 
not  do  otherwifa  than  concur  in  meaiurea  which  have  for  their  ob- 
jfiA  the  defence  of  every  thing  dear  to  the  pec^e,  their  property^ 
the  national  eftablifhments,  and  the  very  exiftence  of  the  eiountry^ 
ii8  a  free  and  independent  nation.  He  then  fuppofed,  for  a  mo* 
ment,  Ifiat  the  Houfe  were  not  to'ccmcur  in  the  ineafure^and  biUsy 
and  an  invafion  was  to  follow;  what  then,  he  faid,  would  the 
people  of  the  countiy  fay  h  Would  they  not  exctaimi  that -the  E^ 
ecutive  Power  had  doi^e  its  duty,  by  informing  Parliament,  that 
the  enemy  manifeft  intentiorts  of  an  inva(ion— that  the  Miniflers 
of  the  Crown  had  done  their  duty,  by  recommending  meafures  of 
defence ;  but  what,  in  fuch  an  emergency,  would  they  fay  of  their 
Ivpreientatives  ?  That  they  had  riot  doiit  tlttir  duty  in  rejecting 
meafures  and  precautions  which  would  have  precluded  every  attempt 
to  invade  us,  and  have  averted  thofe  evils  and  thdfe  calamkiei 
which  a  rich  commercial  and  manufa6luring  nation  muft  endure^ 
if  (he  is  fo  fupine  and  abfurd  as  not  to  make  every,  preparation  in 
her  power  to  repel  the  foe. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  obferved,  that  he  would  pfopofe  fomf 
claufes  when  the  report  was  brought  up,  refpedHng  thofe  who  had 
left  off  keeping  horfes  after  the  period  of  their  afTeflment.  He  hM 
eoniidefed  an  obfervation  made  by  an  honourable  Member  on  tfie 
preceding  night,  concerning  the  hardfhips  thofe  perfont  might  fall 
under,  who  had  kept  but  one  horfe,  and  who  being  reduced  in  theit 
circumfliancesi  ibould  no  longer  keep  it,  if  they  were  liable  to  the 
prefent  bill ;  it  was  his  intention,  dierefbrtj  to  make  a  provifion 
for  cafes  of  that  kind« 

Tiie  Houfe  divided.    Ayes,  140;  Noes,  30.-** Majority  ix  6* 

The  report  being  brought  up,  and  feverat  claufes  added,  the 
bill,  with  the  amendments,  was  ordered  to  be  engrpfTed,  and  read 
a  third  time  to-morroWy  if  then  engrofled. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  brought  in  a  bill  for  enabling  His  Mas 
jefty  to  require  the  perfonal  fervice  of  a  body  of  men  of  the  defcrip- 
tioi)  therein  mentioned,  which  was  read  a  firft  time. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  faid,  he  took  it  for  granted,  that  the  bill  juft 
brought  in  was  called  the  Gamekeepers'  bill.  He  truAed  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Ex<5hequer  would  not  prefs  the  fecond  reading  of 
it  that  night.  He  faid,  he  objedled  wholly  to  the  principle  of  the 
bill,  as  being  one  touUy  unknown  to  the  Conftitution  of  the 
cfountry,  and  of  the  moft  dangerous  tendency.  He  particularly 
wi(hed  countxy  gentleq[ien  to  have  an  opportunity  of  looking  into  it ; 
Vol.  I.  Hh 
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for  his  party  he  (hould,  in  .the,  ftrongefl  inaiiner»  oppofe  it,  and 
fhould.take  the  fenfe  of  the  Houfe  upon  it. 

Mr^  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  it  would  be  no  ways  inconvenient 
to  him  to  defer  the  fecond  reading  till  to-morrow.  It  was  a  very 
ihort  billy  and  would  not  take  up  ar^  length  of  time.  He  wiflied 
gentlemen  to  confider  it  with  attention.  IF  they  took  the  tremble  of 
reading  it,  they  would  be  foon  fatisfied  it  did  not  merit  tfadr  dif- 
approbation  or  cenfure. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  printed,  and  read  a  fecond  ttoK  to* 
xiorrow. 

Thuffday,  *^d  November . 

It  was  moved  in  a  Committee  on  the  Com  bill,  that  it  fliould 
be  part  of  the  inftru^iions  of  the  faid  Committee  to  approve  of  a 
claufcy  allowing  damaged  wheat  to  be  employed  in  diftilleries  for 
low  winesy  and  in  making  ftarch  and  blue.  The  claufe  was  agreed 
to  by  the  Houfe,  and  ordered  to  be  engroifed.  * 

A  motion  was  made  and  feconded,  that  there  be  laid  before  the 
Houfe,  fuch  a  number  of  copies  of  the  account  of  the  additional 
chaige  to  be  added  to  the  national  debt,  in  confequence  of  the  in- 
tereft  of  the  loahs  made  fubfequent  to  the  27th  Geoi^  III. 

The  SPEAKER  informed  the  Houfc,  that  Thomas  Bailey 
Howdl>  who  had  petitioned  againft  the  return  for  the  Borc^ugh  of 
Cirencefter,  had  negle£led  to  enter  into  a  pmper  recognisance. 
The  order  therefore  for  the  taking  his  petition  into  confideration 
was  difchaiged. 

The  following  are  the  gentlernen  appointed  to  try  the  merits  of 

the  petitbn  prefcnted  againft  the  return  for  the  Borough  of  Camel*' 

ford. 

Sir  Henry  St.  John  Mildmay,  Chairroao, 

William  Adams,  Efq.  Tohn  Petrie,  £fq. 

Sir  Tohn  Wodehoufe  William  Baldwin,  Efq. 

T.  T.  Metcalfe  T.  W.  Gcrrard 

R.  Everett  W.  Lvgon 

Hon.  kobert  Curzon  Hon.  Robert  Fulk  GxeTille 
'    Hon.  George  yijjicr* 

Right  Hon.  C.  Tamet  Fox  \  vr     • 
Lo?d  Hawke&ufy  jNommecs. 

The  Cavalry  bill  was  brought  up,  and  read  a  third  time.  Se- 
veral new  claufes  were  added. 

Mr.  BIDDULPH,  ofter  obferving  that  he  conceived  the  bill  to 
be  a  kind  of  requifition  bill,  and  not  of  revenue,  and  that  therefore 
where  proper  perfons  were  not  to  be  found  to  perform  fervice,  that 
it  (hould  Be  incumbent  on  the  Deputy  Receivers  General  to  provide 
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men  in  their  fiead.     He  faid  he  fliould  move  a  claufe  upon  the 
Xubjedl. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  did  not  think  the  honourable  gcnde- 
man's  obfervations  praflicable,  as  he  did  not  know  the  Receiver 
General  would  be  in  pofleffion  of  the  neceffary  funds  for  providing 
men  ;  bcfidesy  he  conceived  it  would  be  too  much  for  the  Receiver 
General  to  have  that  trouble  cafi  upon  him,  and  he  wifhed  there-- 
fore  that  the  honourable  gentleman  would  give  up  his  intended 
motion. 

He  then  moved,  that  the  order  of  the  day  for  a  call  of  the  IJoufe 
ihould  be  deferred  till  Thurfday  the  24th  of  November. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  wifhed  to  know,  whether  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  meant  that  there  fliould  be  a  real  and  efFe^^ual  call 
of  the  Houfc ;  if  he  did  not,  there  could  be  no  reafon  for  the  call 
hanging  over  the  heads  of  gentlemen.  If  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  intended  the  call  for  any  purpofe  of  importance,  he 
ought  to  declare  (b. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  replied,  that  he  meant  the  call  to  be  ef- 
fedVualHm  the  day  he  had  mentioned. 

Mr.  FOX  faid,  it  was  ufual  when  gentlemen  moved  for  a  call 
oftheHoufe,  to  (hte  their  reafons.  It  had,  perhaps,  with  refpe£t 
to  the  firft  call  of  the  Houfe,  hckti  ftated,  that  it  was  in  order  to 
enforce  the  attendance  of  a  fufiicient  number  of  perfons  to  ballot  for 
eledion  petitions.  And  it  might  be  fuppofed  it  was  continued  for 
the  fame  reafpn.  "  He  wiftied  the  Miniilers  to  ftate,  whether  the 
call  was  meant  for  fome  important  public  bufinefs,  or  merely  for  a 
ballot. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  he  thought  it  right  to  enforce  an 
attendance,  on  account  of  the  ballots  for  election  petitions,  and  he 
wilhed  to  extend  it  to  tlie  time  he  had  mentioned,  becaufe  he 
thought  about  that  time  there  would  probably  be  fome  veiy  impor- 
tant public  bufinefs.  It  was  his  intention  to  bring  forward  about 
that  time  the  fubjedt  of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  FOX  preflcd  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  to  fay,  in 
poiitive  terms,  whether  it  would  be  abfolutely  neceffary  for  Mem- 
bers to  be  in  readinefs  at  that  time. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  replied,  thaton  Wednefday  the  23d  in- 
ftant,  he  intended  to  bring  forward  the  fubje6\  of  Ways  and  Means, 
and  he  wiflied  to  have  a^  many  gentlemen  as  poflible  in  the  Houfe. 
~  The  call  of  the  Houfe  was  accordingly  appointed  for  Thurfday 
the  24th  of  November. 

The  order  pf  the  day  for  the  fecond  reading  of  the  ad  relative  to 
|;amekeq>ers  being  read, 

h  2 
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Ifif.  Cluneellor  PITT  fM,  tkat  doubts  had  butm  tnttstsinai 
vnAi  regard  to  this  meafure,  and  as  the  gamekeepers,  if  cinched, 
were  not  intendcdto  be  trained^  then  vas  no  particulaf  irafon  fcr 
prcSing.the  nii^fure  forward.  He  therdfcve  piopofed  the  difociflioa 
fliould  be  poflponed  until  after  the  prpefs.  He  then  novcdi 
^*  That  inftead  of  reading  Ihe  billxv>w^  it  be  iread  pf)  $he  25fh  of 
November." 

Mr.  SHERIDA^f  fatd,  that  if  he  s^red  to  this  motion,  itivoft 
be  from  a  oonvicHon  that  the  Mtnifter  would  never  think  of  thishiU 
syiin.  if  be  did  not  think  that  the  Minifter  had  boen  better  ad- 
vifed  upon  this  fulgeiS  than  he  was  when  he  bvoug^t  it  forwsrdt 
mid  that  die  Houfe  ihould  bear  no  snore  of  it,  he  (hoold  have 
moved  ttiat  this  bill  be  read  tiiis  day  nine  months.  If  &e  Mk^Acr 
would  be  frank  upon  the  fu^ed,  and  confefs  his  error  upon  the 
matter^  he  would  (ay  fiothing  upon  it —  elfe  h^  Ihould  mtkc 
motion  now.  The  Houfe  had  lately  heard  a  good  deal  about 
cognixance9.  If  the  right  honourable  gentleman  wo<ild  enter  into 
a  recpgnlianoe  that  the  Houfe  fhould  h^ar  no  more  of  the  fuhje^, 
he  (hould  be  fatisBcd ;  others*  ife  he  mad  proceed  to  ibew  jthat  the 
bill  was  a  (Ugma  on  the  good  fcnfe  of  the  Houfe  and  the  Nation  ;  a 
bill  of  ioc\i  pernicious  and  foul  principles,  that  h^  was  confident  he 
ftiould  period  the  Houfe,  if  not  the  Minifter,  to  rqe^  it  with  in* 
dignatiop.  He  had  too  much  eftean  for  |he  >good  fonfe  of  the  Qiao- 
ceUor  of  the  Es^chequer  to  believe  that  he  was  the  author  of  ftidi  a 
bill ;  Ibmebody  muft  have  put  into  Ms  hand,  in  the  form  of  a  bill, 
a  bad  tranflation  of  a  German  romance. 

Mr*  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  he  was  too  much  accuflomcd 
tf>  hard  epithets,  as  applied  to  him,  to  be  cafily  provoked  into  a  der 
bate,  upon  a  (ubjedt  which  did  not  require  it,  and  therefcvc  he 
ihould  not  take  notice  of  the  remarks  which  were  made  upon  dliis 
biU  by  the  honourable  gentleman.  All  the  recognizance  he  Aouid 
enter  into  was,  that  he  fliotild,  before  the  25th  of  Novegiber, 
give  the  honourable  gentleman  notice  what  he  intended  tp  prc^iofe 
with  regard  to  this  bill. 

The  Houfe  adjourned. 

Friday,  4Jh  Nsvemben 

The  SPEAKER  informed  the  Houfe,  that  the  Ekaors  of  the 
Boropgh  of  Tre^noy  had  not  entered  into  the  recognizance  zequisvd 
by  law  in  confe(}uence  of  the  Petition  prefented  on  ^eit  b(jiiLlf| 
complaining  of  an  undue  eledion  for  that  Borough. 

Order  upon  that  Petition  dtfchai|;ed. 

Vpon  the  (afQp  ground  the  orders  woe  ;dfo  diichai|pd  itbttvf 


#o.lhe  fclUoi»J!w  tlM  B0fc>q^  ctf  Cirax^^  tnd  finr  ^  Ckf 
flf  Worc«fter«  io  whioh  Uift  cafe  Ednund  LechiQiere,  jtuu  ims  the 
Potitioner. 

Mr.  THOMAS  GREN VILLE,  Chainnm  ofifae  ComnkiBe^ 
balkt^d  to  iry  the  ckftion  for  Ae  Borough  of  Southvark,  ilatcd^ 
•Aitt  Akmtier  Morris  had  dHbbcfcd  ibe  fiwunons^ef  tfnit  &n»- 
4nitiee  ;  .and  therefore  he  oioved,  by  tbcdm&km  gI  &eb  Cotnnt- 
loe^  ^*  That  the  Oud  Alounder  Morris  be  taken  info  the  jcuAodjr  of 
tihe  Seqeant  at  Anns  attending  thatt  Honfe." 

The  SPEAKER  faid  the  Houfe  would  underdand  that  the  Agft 
ef  the  ii  olh  of  f!he  King  gave  power  to  a  Committee  to  rqxirt  to  the 
Houfe  circuniftanjzes  of  witnefl^  either  difobeying  the  fummons  of 
l|ie  Committfie,  giving  £ilfe  eviden<!e,  mr  prevaricating.  ^  Ae 
istSth  of  the  King  die  Conamittee  vere  empowered  to  z&  for  them- 
iblves,  without  niotion  to  the  Houfe,  if  any  wjtnefs  di{bbe)'ed  their 
iumaooidSy  gave  faUe  evidence,  or  prevaricated.  The  Committoe 
had  made  choice^  in  the  prefcnt  indance,  of  the  provifions  of  the 
loEmcr  A&y  in  which  ^hey  were  not  irregular^  as  they  mi^t  ma^e 
choice  of  either^  the  proviiions  of  the  two  A£ts  not  being  repiignailt 
to  each  other.  To  (hew  this,  he  deiired  the  (Clerk  to  'read  the 
diflufes  of  the  two  Ads  relating  to  this  cafe. 

The  motian  >vas  then  put,  that  Alexander  Morris  Iw-tftlcah  into 
the  cuftody  ot  the  Serjeant  at  Arms.  <-^  Ordered. 

Mr.  ODURTENAY  moved  that  im  account  of  the  outibttuKf^ 
ordnance  debentures,  fbiting  the  fume  for  which  they  were  iflbedi 
be  laid  before  the  Houfe.     Ordered. 

The  report  of  the  Army  and  Mavy  Augmentation  bill  for  Scot- 
land was  brought  up  and  read. 

•Mr.  FtRASLJi  wifiied  that  rfome  principle  of  pioportton  fliould 
be  adopted,  and  that  the  bill  (liould  iall  fairiy  on  the  refpeifiivt 
counties.  Tlie  quotas  boae:  no  proportion  to  the  land  tax,  and  the 
•pa|>uIation  of  the  cx)unnry.  The  calculations  had  been  coUeAe4 
fiom  the  fiatements  of  Mr.  Webfier  in  ii755  ;  6nee  that  time, 
liowever,  a  gnroi  alteration  had  occurred.  Sir  John  Sinclair  had 
plibliSied  ibtlftical  accounts  of  nine-tenths  of  the  parifhcs  in  Soot- 
land,  and  atom  thofe  it  aj^pearad,  that  the  general  population  of 
that  kingdom  had  increafed  300,000.  Somo  counties,  it  was  truei 
had  been  ftationary  in  their  population ;  a  few  had  decroafed ;  but 
the  general  pbpubuon  had  increafed  300,000.  The  quotas, 
Acrckirty  ought  to  have  been  difcriminattve,  and  to  have  been  re* 
gulated  by  the  popuhtton df  die  different  pariihcs.  That  the  prin- 
ciple of  population  was  a  fair  one  he  acknowledged,  becaufe  the 
jprinciple  of  (h^  biU  yr^  to  procure  men*     But  there  was  anodic 
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poitit  he  had  particularly  to  prefs.  It  roiated  to  the  hightanders,  a 
brave,  hardy,  and  ferviceable  race,  who  were  much  attadied  to 
their  chiefs,  and  would  not  be  happy  in  being  compelled  to  fervt 
under  other  commanders.  They  were  a  fet  of  men  whoTe  language 
and  manners  were  peculiar,  and  would  be  more  ufeful  in  cafe  of 
neceflity  by  being  kept  together,  than  by  being  mixed  with  other 
ibrces,  whofe  language  they  did  not  fpeak,  and  with  whofe  mannoni 
they  were  unacquainted.  He  wifhed,  therefore,  tt^af  a  provUion 
might  be  made  for  permitting  them  to  ferve  under  their  partictilar 
chieftains. 

The  LORD  ADVOCATE  faid,  Aat  what  he  collcaed  fiom 
the  fpecch  of  the  honourable  gentleman  who  fpoke  laft,  was,  that 
'in  fome  parifties  the  quotas  would  operate  more  partially  than  in 
'  others ;  fuch  an  operatbn  it  was  not  poffible  in  all  cafes  to  provide 
againft.  With  refpc£t  to  the  highlanders,  he  believed  that  they 
would  be  permitted  to  enrol  themfelves  under  fuch  of  their  chicftaim 
as  they  liked. 

After  a  few  words  of  explanation  from  Mr.  Frafer,  the  bill  was 
ordered  to  be  engrofTed,  and  read  a  third  time  on  Monday. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  he  had  given  notice  ye(ierday 
of  his  intehtion  to  open  the  budget  on  the  23d  of  November.  As 
feveral  gentleinen,  however,  might  be  abfent  in  the  country  upon 
the  important  bufinefs  of  ^the  bills,  he  had  thought  it  moft  advife- 
able  to  defer  opening  the  budget  to  the  25th  of  November. 

The  Committee  of  Supply  was  fixed  for  the  23d  of  November, 
and  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  for  the  25th. 

The  order  of  the  day  for  refumii^  the  adjourned  debate  upon 
the  Cavalry  bill,  was  read. 

,  A  frefti  claufe,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Chancellor  PITT,  was 
added  to  the  bill,  by  way  of  rider. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  obferved,  that  as  the  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman was  fuggeding  amondments  to  the  bill,  it  would  not  be  ilfe- 
lefs  to  inquire  what  was  to  guij^ohe  difcretion  of  thofe  Magiftntcs 
who  were  to  form  the  different  claiTcs.  The  power  entrufted  to 
them  would  be  very  great,  and  they  might  fo  manage  particular 
claifes  as  to  fclcdt  any  one  perfon  they  pleafed  out  of  ten.  He 
fubmitted  the  propriety  and  faimefs  of  making  the  elections  by 
ballot.  .  ' 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  cxpreflTcd  a  reliance  on  the  integrity  of 
the  Magiftratcs  in  general.  If  any  inconvenience  {hould  be. felt, 
it  might  foon  be  removed,  lince  there  was  t  provifion  in  the  bill, 
whereby  the  Legiflature  might  alter  it  in  the  prefent  fcffion,  if  all 
alteration  ihould  appear  ncceflary. 
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Mr.  SHERIDAN  lematrJced,  that  the  retnedy  would  be  too. 
late — the  grievance  would  have  been  previoufly  incuned.  He  did 
not  mean  to  throw  any  imputation  upon  the  magiftrates  in  genend^ 
although  fome»  who  were  more  immediately  in  the  appointment, 
and  under  the  direction  of  Govemmcnty  were,  he  confeflTed,  ob- 
jeAs  of  his  fufpicion.  It  was  juft  probable  that  a  man  might  ren- 
der himfelf  objedlionable,  and  not  fo  tradable  as  migat  be  wiAied. 
It  would  not  be  impofllble  to  feledl  that  man.  But  why  was  the 
mode 'of  ballot  obje£led  to?  If  it  were  an  improper  mode,  there 
might  as  well  be  no  ballot  for  the  militia. 

The  feveral  amendments  having  been  gone  dirou^,  the  quef- 
tion  for  pafling  the  bill  was  put  and  carried. 

At  the  condufion  of  this  day'$  debate,  a  lingular  incident  occur- 
red :  a  (hanger  rofe  up  in  the  front  of  the  gallery,  and  called  out 
<'  Treafon,  treafon  !"  he  held  a  paper  in  his  hand.  The  Speaker 
immediately  ordered  him  to  be  taken  into  cuftody,  and  the  Serjeant 
at  Arms  to  clear  the  gallery.  The  gallery  was  cleared,  and  the 
fiianger  taken  into  cuftody,  but  difcovered  fuch  evident,  marks  of 
derangement,  that  he  was  immediately  difmiffed.  After  his  fifft 
▼iolent  outcry  of  treafon,  he  uttered  fome  incoherent  exprefTions  to 
thofe  around  him,  ''  That  he  would  difclofe  treafon  at  the  bar  of 
the  Houfe."  He  (hewed  no  other  fymptoms  of  infanity,  except 
what  appeared  in  his  cxpreflions.  He.  made  no  attempt  to  relift 
thofe  who  took  him  into  cuftody,  and  when  fuffinred  to  depart^ 
went  o&  quietly. 

MonJay,  ^th  November, 

'  Sir  EDWARD  KNATCHBULL  brought  up  a  report  from 
the  Committee  appointed  to  try  the  merits  of  ,thfe  dedtion  for  the 
Borough  of  Southwark,  flating  that  the  Committee  had  this  morn- 
ing received  a  letter  from  Mr.  Thomas  Grenville,  their  Chairman, 
intimating  that,  or^  account  of  the  death  of  a  near  relation,  it 
would  be  impoffible  for  him  to  attend  their  meetings. 

Upon  the  motion  of  Sir  Edward  KnatchbuU,  the  Hoi|fe  fuftained 
the  excufc,  agreeably  to  a  precedent  in  1791.  < 

Sir  JOHN  ROUS  BROUGHTON  brought  up  the  report 
of  the  Committee  appointed  to  try  the  merits  of 'the  dedion  for 
the  Borough  of  Malmfbury,  which  confirm  the  elediion  and  re- 
turn, but  (biting  the  petitions  to  have  been  neither  frivolous  noc 
vexatious. 

Mr.  JOHN  SMYTH  from  the  Scleft  Committee,  who  were  ap- 
pointed to  try  and  detenpine  the  merits  of  the  petition  of  John  George 
Plulippsy  efq.  complaining  of  an  undue  de^ion  and  return  for  the 
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esmtf  ol  die  botfra^  of  Caniiflirthenv  inlbRx^  That 

ibe  f^  SeieA  Committee  have  defenmiied»  , 

That  Msrjens  Dorrierl  Majens,  £<q^  is  not  duly  eleded  *  bsr* 
geTs  6>  ferve  in  this^  prefenc  Parliament  for  thd  faid  county  of  the 
bofough  of  Carmaitheit : 

Aiid  that  John  G<iol|e  Philipps,  Efq,  the  peticioiter,  oi^t  to 
have  been  returned  a  bui]gefs  to  fenre  in  this  piefent  Parlninent 
Ibr  the  faid  eounty  of  the  borough  of  Carmarthen : 

And  that'  the  faid  John  Gcoi^  Phitipps,  Efq.  is  dniy  deded  » 
buigefs  to  ferve  in  this  prefent  Parliament^  for  d)e  faid  coonty  of 
the  borot^h  of  Carmarthen. 

Tuefday^  %th  Nc^'ember. 

A  mef&ge  was  rft?eived  from  the  Lords,  aimouncit^  that  their 
Lordflilps  had  agreed  to  the  Militia  Augmentation  bSil# 

tVidnefday^  gih  November* 

The  bill  fer  funding  the  Navy  Debt  was  read  a  thild  time 
and  pafled* 

Thurfdifyf   X  oth  Ncvemiir. 

Mr.  Baldwin,  from  the  Sded  Committee,  who  were  a^tpcunfed 
fo  try  and  determine  the  merits  of  the  petition  of  the  honourable 
Aiiguftus  Ludlow,  commonly  called  Lord  Prefton,  of  the  king^bfti 
of  Ireland,  and  Robert  Adair,  Efq.  ;  and  alfo^  die  petition  of 
the  there  under-figrled  inhabitants  of  the  borough  of  Camdfbrd, 
in  the  county  of  Cornwall,  paying  foot  and  lot,  feverally  complain- 
ing of  an  undue  eledion  and  return  for  die  faid  borough,  infonned 
die  Houfe, 

That  it  appeared  to  the  faid  Sele£)  Committee,  iSpt  the  merits 
c^  the  faid  feveral  petitions  did  in  part  depend  upon  the  right  of 
etedlion  \  and  that  thereupon  the  faid  Committee  required  the 
counfel  for  the  feveral  parties  to  deliver,  to  the  derk  of  the  fiud 
Committee,  Ihtements,  in  writing,  of  the  right  of  eledkm  for 
which  they  refpcdivcly  contended  ; 

That,  in  confequence  thereof,  the  oounfei  for  the  faid  fewal 
petitioners  delivered  in  a  ftatement  as  follows.: 

'<  That  the  right  of  eledion  is  in  freemen,  and  alfo  inhabitants 
paying  fcot  and  lot,  in  the'  borough  of  Camelfordi  in  the  county 
of  Cornwall." 

That  the  counfel  for  the  fitting  Members,  William  Jofeph 
Dennifon,  Efq.  and  John  Angcrfteiii>  ££)•  delivered  iff  a  itato- 
ment  as  follows : 
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"  The  fitting  Membert  contend  the  right  of  elcflion  for  the 
borough  of  Camelfbrd  is  in  the  mayor^  capital  but^ffesy  and  free* 
men^  of  the  fatd  bproi^h/' 

That,  upon  the  ftatement  delivered  in  by  the  counfel  for  the 
faid  fevcral  petitioners,  the  faid  Seiefl  Committee  have  determined, 

That  the  right  of  election,  as  fet  forth  in  the  faid  ftatement, 
is  not  the  right  of  ele(5\ion  for  the  faid  borough. of  Camclford  : 

That,  upon  the  ftatement  delivered  in  by  the  counfel  for  the 
fitting  Members,  the  faid  Selcdt  Committee  have  determined. 

That  the  right  of  eleftion,  as  fet  forth  in  the  faid  ftatement,  is 
not  the  right  of  dcflion  for  the  faid  borough  of  Camelford. 

That  the  faid  Sclefl  Committee,  having  duly  confidcred  the  faid 
ftatements,  and  the  evidence  adduced  before  them  touching  the 
right  of  elcfiion  for  the  faid  borough  of  Camelford,  have  deter- 
mined. 

That  the  right  of  eledtion  for  Members  to  ferve  in  Parliament 
for  the  borough  of  Camelford  is  in  the  freemen,  being  inhabitants, 
and  paying  fcot  and  lot. 

That  the  capital  burgefies  of  the  faid  borough  have  no  right  to 
vote  for  Members  to  ferve  in  Parliament  for  that  borough,  unlefs 
they  be  free  burgeflfes  inhabiting  and  paying  fcot  and  lot. 

That  William  Jofeph  Dennifon,  Efq.  is  duly  eledted  a  buigefs 
to  ferve  in  this  prefent  Parliament  for  the  borough  of  Camelford, 
in  the  county  of  Cornwall : 

And  alfo,  that  John  Angerftcin,  Efq.  is  duly  eledled  a  burgefs 
to  ferve  in  this  prefent  Parliament  for  the  faid  borough  of  Camelford. 

Friday^   iith  November. 

Upon  the  motion  of  Mr.  Chancellor  -PITT,  the  different  or- 
ders of  the  day,  as  tbey  ftood  in  the  book,  were  poftponed,  and 
new  orders  appointed. 

A  meflage  from  the  Lords  informed  the  Houfe  their  Lordfhips 
had  agreed  to  the  bill  for  funding  the  Navy  Debt,  without  any 
amendment. 

Saturday y    I  vh  November* 

A  meflfage  was  received  from  the  Lords,  fummoning  the  atten- 
dance of  the  Commons  to  attend  in  their  Lordftiips'  Houfe,  to 
witnefs  the  Royal  Aflcnt  to  the  bill  for  funding  the  Navy  Debt ; 
and  the  Speaker  being  returned,  he  acquainted  the  Houfe,  that 
he  had  been  to  the  Houfe  of  Peers,  where  the  Royal  Aflent  had 
been  given  by  Commiflibn  to  the  faid  bill. 

Sir  EDWARD  KNATCHBULL,  from  the  Scleft  Com- 

VoL.  L  I  i 
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m'/ic:;,  wno  wac  appc*iute(l  to  try  and  determine  the  merits  of  the 
pc'iiioa  of  Cj.orgc  Tietnc),  coir.plaining  of  an  undue  clqdiion  and 
rctiirn  for  tlic  ixirfj^h  of  Stiutluvark,  informed  the  Houfe^  tiiac 
the  f.iid  vSjicd  CoMjmUtcc  h:ivc  determined, 

Th.it  (}(:(.c:  \V')'xib;rd  IhtUuffon,  Efq.  is  not  duly  defied  a 
burgcfb  to  icrvc  in  this  prcfent  Parliament  for  the  faid  Boroogh  ci 
Southwark ; 

And  alfo,  that  the  faid  Sclefl  Committee  have  determined^ 
That  the  lad  election  for  the  faid  Borough  of  Southwark,   fo  fjr 
as  relates  to  the  fiild  Gcor^gc  Woodford  Thelluflbn,  Efcj,  is  void. 
And  alfo,  that  the  faid  Sekd  Committee  have  determined. 
That  the  petition  of  the  faid  George  Tierncy  did  not  appear  to 
the  faid  Select  Committee  to  be  frivolous  or  vexatious  : 

And  alfo,  that  the  faid  Stlcdl  Committee  have  determined. 
That  the  oppofition  of  the  faid  George  Woodford  Thellufffm, 
Efq,  to  the  faid  petition,  did  not  appear  to  the  faid  Seleft  Commit- 
tee to  be  frivolous  or  vexatious.    -- 

And  the  faid  determinations  were  ordered  to  be  entered  in  the 
.  Journals  of  this  Houfe. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Speaker  do  ifflie  his  warrant  to  the  clerk  of 
the  Crown,  to  make  out  a  new  writ  for  the  electing  ()f  a  buigcfs  to 
ferve  in  this  prefent  Parliament  for  the  Borough  of  Southvrark,  in 
the  county  of  Surrey,  in  the  room  of  George  Woodford  Tbelluflbn, 
lilfq.  whofe  eleclion  for  the  faid  Borough  has  been  determined  to  be 
void.  .  . 

Sir  EDWARD  KNATCHBULL  alfo  reported  from  the  faid 
Scle6>  Committee,  that  thev  had  come  to  a  rcfolution,  which  thcx* 
had  directed  him  to  report  to  the  Houfe ;  and  he  read  the  Report 
'in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  it  in  at  the  table,  where  the 
fame  was  read,  and  the  rcfolution  of  the  Committee  is  as  fol- 
loweth,   viz. 

Refolvcd,  That  it  appears  to  this  Committee,  that,  at  the  lafr 
eledion  for  the  Borough  of  Southwark,  George  Woodford  Thcl- 
luffon,  Efq.  did  adl  in  violation  of  the  ftatutc  of  the  7th  of  Wil- 
liam III.  cap.  4.  whereby  he  is  incapacitated  to  fcrve  in  Parlia- 
ment upon  fuch  eicftion.  ^ 

Sir  EDWARD  KNATCHBULL  faid,  the  Houfe  wouU?  rc- 
colledV,  that  Alexander  Morris,  g  witnefs  fummoncd  to  appear  be- 
fore the  Committee,  had  been  ordered  to  be  taken  into  cuftodv  for 
difobeying  that  fummons.  Tiiat  man  had  certainly  never  appeared 
before  the  Committee.  He  ([xjke  not  only  in  behalf  of  the  peti- 
tioner, but  he  fpokc  in  behalf  of  ever)'  Member  of  that  Houfe,  who 
might  be  Concerned  in  a   fimilar  bufincfi,     Hp  knew,    however, 
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that  no  blame  could  be  imputed  to  the  Serjeant  at  Arm?,  i«fho  had 
done  his  duty.     But  he  trufted,  that  when  the  witnefs  alluded  to 
fhould  be  brought  to  the  bar  of  that  Houfe,  fuch  notice  would  be 
taken  of  his  contempt  as  the  juftice  of  the  cafe  mic;ht  demand. 
The  Houfc  adjourned* 

The  SPf^AKER  informed  the  Heufe,  that  lifts  had  brcn  givca 
in  of  pcrfons  to  be  balloted  for  compofing  the  India  judicatures 
under  the  adl  of  the  26th  of  His  Majefty. 

A  new  writ  was  ordered  for  Bath  in  the  room  of  Lord  Vifcount 
Weymouth,  called  up  to  the  Houfe  of  Peers. 

Mr.  GREY  moved.  That  on  or  before  the  8th  day  of  February 
next,  the^frecholders  of  the  county  of  Kent,  who  had  petitioned 
againft  the  return  for  that  county,  (hould,  by  themfelves  or  their 
agents,  give  in  lifts  of  the  perfons  whofe  votes  had  been  objected  to, 
with  the  heads  of  the  objedHons,  and  that  the  fitting  Member 
fhould  deliver  fimllar  lifts  to  the  petitioners. 

Sir  W.  GREY  faid,  he  had  no  objedlion  to  the  motion,  which 
was  agreed  to. 

General  TARLETON  moved,  That  there  be  laid  before  the 
Houfe  accounts  of  the  money  coined  during  the  years  17931  1794, 
1795,  and  1796,  diftinguifhing  the  amount  of  each  year — Of  the 
application  of  the  fum  of  2,500,000!.  voted  laA  fefiion  of  Parlia- 
ment— Of  the  Navy,  Victualling,  and  Tranfport  bills  iffucd  in 
the  month  of  November,  and  up  to  the  31ft  of  Deccmhcrt — Of  the 
Navy,  Victualling,  and  Tranfport  bills  due  or  to  become  due  be- 
tween the  tft  of  January  and  the  31ft  of  December,  1796,  which 
were  all  agreed  to,  and  the  accounts  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  gave  notice  that  he  meant  to  poftponc  the 
iipening  of  thq  Budget  till  this  day  fe*nnight- 

Tuefday^   29/A  November. 

Mr..  WHITBREAD  prefented  a  petition  from  George  Ticrney, 
Efq.  complaining  of  an  undue  ele(?.ian  and  return  for  the  borough 
of  Sourfiwark. 

The  principal  points  of  the  petition  were — T'hat  George  Wood- 
furd  TheUuffon,  Efq.  was  rendered  incapable  of  fcrvittg  in  Parlia-' 
mcnt  for  that  borough  by  the  decifion  of  the  Comn^it'tee  appointed 
to  try  the  merits  of  the  firft  eledion  ;  That,  at  the  laft  cleclion, 
prizc-fightcrs  were  employed  on  the  part  of  Mr.  ThellufTon,  to 
obftrudi  the  poll;  That  Mr.  Jones,  the  Mar(hal  of  tlie  King^s 
Bench  prifon,  brought  forward  pcrfons  confined  for  debt  to  vote 
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for  Mr.  ThelluiTon,  and  that  their  votes, were  taken  contrary  to 
law  \  and,  laftly^  That  bribery  was  employed  bj  Mr.  Tbeiluflbo 
to  bias  the  votes  of  the  eleflors. 

The  petition  being  read, 

Mr.  GREY  faid  that  he  undcrftood  there  were  fonnc  doubts  en- 
tertained  refpecting  the  propriety  of  receiving  the  petition  at  this 
time  ;  for  his  own  part  he  conceived  it  to  be  perfectly  regular. 

The  SPEAKER  faid  that  it  refted  with  the  Houfe  to  determine 
whether,  as  the  certificate  from  the  returning  officer  had  not  been 
delivered  to  the  Houfe,  they  would  receive  the  petition,  or  whether 
they  would  be  contented  with  the  return  which  had  been  made  to 
the  office  of  the  Crown,  if  fuch  return  was  adually  made  ;  and  if 
it  was  not  made,  whether  they  would  be  fatisfied  with  the  know- 
ledge they  had'of  the  eledUon  having  taken  place. 

Mr.  GREY  profcffed  not  to  know  whether  the  return  had  been 
fent  to  the  Crown  Office;  but  if  it  was  not,  it  was  the  fault  of  the 
Returning  Officer.  But  though  it  was  not,  it  could  be  no  objetfi^xi 
to  receiving  the  petition,  becaufe  if  fuch  an  objcfllon  was  ful^ained, 
it  would  be  in  the  power  of  any  cai\didate  who  had  violated  the 
laws  of  eledtion,  to  prevent  a  petition  being  prefented  againft  hinij 
by  delaying  to  give  in  his  certificate. 

Mr.  WHITBREAD  faid,  there  was  certainly  no  impropriety 
in  prefenting  the  petition,  and  he  hoped  that  an  early  day  would  be 
appointed  for  taking  it  into  conlideration.  He  defired  that  the  re- 
folution  of  the  laft  Committee  upon  the  South  wark  eledlion  fhould 
be  read,  and  likewife  a  rcfolution  of  the  Houfe  againO  pradilii^ 
bribery  at  elcSions.  The  reiblutions  being  read,  Mr.  Wiiitbread 
cxprefied  a  hope  that  the  Houfe  would  vindicate  its  own  honour  and 
dignity  by  taking  particular  notice  of  thefe  refolutions,  and  the  con- 
dud  of  Mr.  ThcllufTon  in  the  Southwark  eledlion,  and  he  ind- 
mated  an  intention  of  moving  fomething  to  that  efl^e£^.  This  ho 
would  defer  till  aftef  the  merits  of  this  ele<Sion  were  tried ;  at  the 
fame  time  he  hoped  that  the  confideration  of  the  petition  would  take 
place  of  others,  that  a  decifion  might  be  pafifed  as  early  as  poffible 
upon  a  fubjecl  of  fo  much  importance.  He  therefiire  moved, 
That  the  petition  be  taken  into  confideration  on  this  day  fortni^t, 
meaning  to  follow  pp  the  decifion  of  the  Committee  with  ibme 
other  motions. 

^  The  petition  was  ordered  to  be  taken  i^to  confideration  on  Tuef** 
day  the  1 3th  of  December. 

The  Speaker  announced,  for  the  fatis6i£tion  of  the  Houfe,  that 
{         the  return  had  been  made  at  the  Crown  Office. 

A  npw  writ  was  ordered  for  the  borough  of  Salta(h|  ^  (he 
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de^ion  of  a  bui^efs  to  ferve  in  Parliament,  in  the  room  of  Edward 
Bearcroft>  Efq.  dcccafcd. 

Another  writ  was  ordered  for  the  borough  of  Winchelfea,  in 
the  room  of  Richard  Barwell,  Efq. 

The  cajl  of  the  Houfc  was  poftponcd  till  Tuefday  next. 

The  following  are  the  names  of  the  gentlemen  who  are  appointed 
to  try  the  merits  of  the  petition  prefenced  againd  the  election  for 
the  borough  of  Leominftcr : 

W.  Pracd,  Efq.  Chairman. 

Hon.  Capt.  Berkeley         J.  Cflbornc,  Efq. 
S.  Yorkc,  Efq.  Sir  J.  D.  King,  Efq. 

W.  Mcllilh,  Efq.  ^  G.  Chalnocis,  Efq. 

W.  M.  Pitt,  Efq.  O.  Williams,  Efq. 

Sir  D.  Carnegie  G.  N,  Edwards,  L{q. 

G.W.  R.  Harcourt,  Efq.    J.  Blackbunie,  Efq. 

D.  P.  Coke,  and  1  IP/.       xi     •  , 

W.  DuBdas         /  ^'^"^  Nominees. 

The  following  gentlemen  are  appointed  to  try  the  merits  of  the 
elcdion  for  Milbourne  Port : 

W.  Dickinfon,  junr.  Efq,  W.  Tatton,  Efq. 

W.  Drummond,  £fq.  J.  Leland,  Efq. 

£.  Burro^v,  Efq.  G.  Baillie,  Efq. 

Sir  C.  Bi(hop  F.  Lloyd.  Efq. 

J.  Jcffery,  Efq.  C.  Lcfevre,  Efq. 

W.  Clivc,  Efq.  Sir  W.  W.  Wynne; 
C.  Wallop,  Efq. 

W.  Smith,  Efq.  and  1  vt     • 
Hon.  John  Ellfor,     /Nominee.. 

Wednejdcq^   Jfith  November. 

Mr.  MANNING  prefented  a  petition  from  a  number  of  mer* 
chants  of  the  City,  fetting  forth  the  inconveniences  aridng  from 
the  inadequate  accommodation  for  the  increafed  (hipping  of  the  port 
of  London,  and  praying  that  the  Houfe  would  take  the  premifes  in* 
to  con(ideration,  and  afford  fuch  relief  as  they  ftiould  think  fit. 

The  petition  was  referred  to  a  Committee,  confining  of  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  the  Members  for  the  city  of  London, 
ibr  the  county  of  Northumberland,  ^nd  the  Members  for  the  ma- 
ritime counties. 

Sir  WILLIAM  YOUNG  moved.  That  there  be  laid  before 
the  Houfe,  the  Report  of  the  Comfniffioners  of  the  Cudoms,  to  the 
LordsCommiffionersof  the  Treaiury,  relative  to  the  different  plans 
fubmitted  to  their  confidetation,  for  the  accommodation  of  the  (hip« 
ping  in  the  port  of  London. 

Mr.  Aldaman  ANDERSON  (econded  the  motion^  and  W'' 
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he  was  happy  that  this  Rq»rt  was  to  be  laid  before  the  Houfc,  and 
he  hoped  it  would  be  printed  for  the"  ufe  of  the  Members.  The  city 
rf  London  were  aware  of  the  inconvcniencies  felt  from  the  inade- 
quate accommodation  for  the  increafed  fhipping  of  the  port,  and  had 
turned  their  attention  to  the  fubjedt,  and  with  this  Report  in  their 
eye>  they  had  fermed  fuch  plans  for  the  improvement  of  the  ac- 
commodation of  the  (hipping,  as,  when  brought  forward,  he  hoped 
.would  meet  with  the  approbation  of  the  Houfe. — Ordered. 

Mr.  ROSE  moved,  That  an  addrefs  fhould  be  prcftnted  to  His 
Majefty,  praying  that  he  would  be  gracioufly  plealed  to  order  to  be 
laid  before  the  Houfe,  aceotmts  of  all  monies  ifTued  in  confequenc^ 
of  addrcfles  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  and  not  made  good  by  Par- 
liament. 

Upon  the  motion  af  Mr.  METCALF,  the  order  for  taking 
into  consideration  the  petition  prcfcntcd  by  T.  Bulges,  Efq.  againft 
the  return  for  the  borough  of  Bridport,  was^difcharged. 
^  .The  order  of  the  day  tor  the  ^oufe  to  go  into  a  Committee  of 
Supply  being  moved, 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  he  fhould  take  this  opportunity  to 
give  notice,  that  it  was  intended  to  move  certain  army  efti mates 
and  extraordinflrics  of  t\i^  navy,  which  had  not  yet  been  brought 
forward,  in  a  Committee  of  Supply  on  Friday  ifcxt. 

The  Houfe  went  into  a  Committee  of  Supply. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  moved.  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  the 
Committee  that  the  fum  of  420,0001.  of  difpodible  overplus,  re- 
maining in  the  Exchequer,  be  applied  towards  making  good  the 
grants  of  this  year,  which  was  agreed  to. 

The  Houfe  being  refumed,  the  report  was  ordered  to  be  received 
UMRocrow. 

T^hurfJayy    ift  December, 

.  : A.  new  writ  was  ordered  to  be  made  out  by  the  clerk  of  the 
Crown  for  the  borough  of  Higham  Ferrers,  to  eleft  a  Burgefs  to 
fervc  in  Parliament,  in  the  room  of  Serjeant  Adair,  who  bad  ac- 
ccptCvi  tlie  office  of  Chief  Juftice  of  Cheftcr, 

Friday^    2nd  Decemher, 

'  I'he  SPEAKER  informed  the  Houfe,  that  he  had  received  a 
Icjrcr  ilr.ting  th^t  Alexander  Morris,  againft  whom  an  oixJcr  liad 
been  jjiued  in  confequence  of  his  not  appearing  to  give  evidence 
upon  the  trial  of  the  petition  on  the  Southwark  ele^Uon,  was  now 
in  c-jrfndy  of  the  Sergeant  at  Arms. 

'i.rx  MAS^l  ER  OF  THE  ROLLS  moved  that  Alexander 
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Morris  be  detained  in  the  cudody  of  the  Serjeant,  at  Arms,  and 
ordered  to  appear  at  the  bar  on  Monday. — Ordered, 

An  account  of  the  money  coined  from  the  ye^r  1793  to  1796 
incluiive,  was  brought  up  from  the  Mint,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  COKE  faid  he  rofc  in  purfuance  of  a  notice  he  had  given, 
to  move  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill.     He  (hould  not  enter  into  the 
details  of  the  bill  which  he  meant  to  propofe,  but  when  he  dated  « 
that  it  regarded  theadminiftrationof  juAice  in  this  country,  it  would 
immediately  be  recognized  by  the  Houfe  as  of  the  utmoft  import- 
ance.    The  general  purpofe  of  the  bill  was  to  allow  adtions  and 
indi<£lments  within  limited  jurifdidions  to  be  tried  in  the  county  at 
large.     Formerly  in  this  country,  when  men  were  better  than  they 
are  now,  it  was  found  perfedly  confident  with  die  purpofes  of  jus- 
tice that  yeople  fliould  be  tried  almoft  at  their  own  doors  ;  but  now 
when  circumftanccs  are  changed,  when  a  caufc  is  in  a  manner  pre- 
judged by  the  converfation  which  it  excites  in  every  ale-houfe  inthc^ 
neighbourhood  of  the  perfon  concerned  in  it,  it  was  very  di<§cult  for 
a  man  to  obtain  a  fair  trial  within  the  limited  jurifdiiSlion  in  which, 
the  ofTence  was  committed.     The  bill  then  was  intended  to  leave  at 
the  option  of  the  party,  whether  he  (hould  be  tried  within  fuch  li-    , 
mited  jurifdi<ftlon,  and  to  enable  him  if  he  thought  proper  to  obtain  \ 
his  trial  within  the  county  at  large.     Tlie  grievance  which  the  bill 
was  intended  to  remedy  had  been  long  felt,  and  had  been  defcribed. 
from  the  higheft  authority  in  the  country,  the  Chief  Juflice  of  the. 
Court  of  King's  Bench*  as  a  great  inconvenience,  and  a  hope  was 
cxpreffed,  that  ere  long  a  bill  would  be  brought  into  Parliamentto. 
remove  it.     There  were  two  places,  Hull  and  Poole,  the  corpo^ 
rations  of  which  had  the  privilege  of  praying  for  a  commidion  fprr 
the  trbl  of  offences  within  their  jurifdid^ion ;  but  as  it  was  attended'  ' 
with  expence,  they  fcldom  applied  for  it  till  the  prifons  were  almoft 
full ;  in  confcquence  of  which,  very  great  inconveniencies  were  felt 
by  perfons  whofc  trials  were  thus  delayed*     The  bill  was  intended 
to  Miable  perfons  in  fuch  a  fituatton  to  apply  for  a  Habeas  Corpus  to- 
be  removed  to  the  county  jail,  and  to  take  their  trial  before  the 
county  at  large,  if  they  tlioiiglit  fit.      Ho  faiij  that  he  meant  to  e^-: 
ccpt  from  the  operation  of  the  bill  the  city  of  London.    Having  thuS; 
far  explained  the  general  outline,  he  (hould  now  move  for  tcavje  to. 
bring  in  a  bill  for  regulating  the  triah  on  certain  a<S!ions  and  indid- 
ments  that  arife  within  certain  limited  jurifdidlions  and  bodies  cor-, 
porate  within  this  kingdom. 

Mr.  LEFEVRE  feconded  the  mbtion.     Leave  was  given,  aqd, 
Mr.  Coke,  Mr.  Lefevre,  the  Attorney  and  Solicitor  Generals,  and, 
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the  gentlemeit  of  the  Long  Robe,  were  appointed  to  prepare  and 
bring  in  the  fame. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  a$  fome  farther  tifne  would  be 
V0e{ui(ice  for  making  out  the  different  arrangements  that  were  ncceT- 
fary,  he  meant  to  defer  the  budget,  which  was  fixed  for  MondajTy 
till  Wcdnefday  next. 

Mr.  FOX  faid,  that  he  wi(hed,  and  he  dared  fay  the  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman  wilhed  alfo^  that  the  Houfe  ihould  *havc  acca« 
late  accounts  of  the  extent  of  the  navy  debt  previous  to  any  general 
confidcration  of  the  financial  fiate,  of  the  country.  He  meant  that 
the  account  of  the  mon^  tflued  for  the  fervice  of  the  navy  (hould 
be  nnde  out  down  to  the  end  of  November.  He  was  fcnfiblc  it 
oould  not  be  fufficient  for  a  general  view  of  the  fubjcft.  He  did 
not  know  how  fuch  an  account  was  to  be  moved,  but  he  imagined 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  would  be  very  ready  to  give  the 
Houfe  the  means  of  forming  as  accurate  a  judgement  as  poffible  of 
&e  ftate  of  the  countiy. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  it  was  impofliblc  to  have  an  ac- 
curate account  of  the  navy  debt,  as  it  ^as  compofcd  not  merely  of 
navy  bills,  but  arrears,  of  which  accounts  were  made  up  at  particu- 
lar times,  and  it  would  derange  the  whole  bulinefs  of  the  ofliccs  in 
which  they  were  made  up,  fhould  they  at  prefent  be  called  upon  to 
prepare  thcfe  accounts.  It  was  eafy,  -  however,  to  move  fi^r  an  ac- 
count of  the  ready  monies  iflued  for  the  fervice  of  the  navy,  fince 
Ac  month  of  October,  to  the  prefent  time.  In  contemplation  of 
the  attention  ncceffary  to  be  given  to  the  fubjeft,  in  laying  before 
the  Houfe  the  financial  ftate  of  the  country  for  the  prefent  year,  he 
fliould  convcrfe  with  thofe  beft  acquainted  with  the  particular  depart- 
ment^ and  move  for  fuch  accounts  as  could  be  prepared,  and  which 
would  tend  to  give  a  more  pcrfedl  view  of  the  fubjeft. 

Mr.  FOX  faid,  the  account  for  November  would  be  as  accurate 
as  the  account  for  Odlober ;  he  did  not  imagine  it  w ould  be  corrcA  ; 
but  as  hr  as  it  went  it  would  fumi(h  the  Houfe  with  more  complete 
means  of  information. 

Mr.  GREY  faid,  he  had  intended  to  move  for  the  account  al- 
luded to,  but  he  (bould  not  now  pu(h  it,  as  it  was  faid  that  it  could 
not  conveniently  be  produced.  He,  however,  had  other  accounts 
for  which  he  now  meant  to  move,  an  account  of  the  ordnance  debt 
not  provided  up  to  the  3  oth  of  November,  1796;  of  the  old  duty 
on  foreign  fpirits,  for  three  years,  ending  lothOdlober,  1794; 
and  alfo  for  one  year,  ending  loth  Odtober,  1796;  of  the  duty 
on  beer,  for  three  years,  ending  loth  Odlober,  1794;  and  for 
one  year,  ending  loth  Odober,   1796,  which  were  agreed  to. 
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The  order  of  the  day  for  the  fecond  reading  of  the  Gamekeepers' 
bill  being  read^ 

Mr.  Ghancellor  PITT  faid,  he  did  not  mean  t6  trouble  the 
Houfe  farther  urith  this  bill  at  prefent ;  he  fhould  only  add,  that  a 
daufe  might  be  introduced  into  fome  other  bill  during  the  prefent 
feOion^  to  exempt  from  the  ballot  for  the  fupplementary  militia^ 
fuch  gamekeepers  as  might  chufe  to  enrol  themfelves  voluntarily, 
with  a  power  to  call  them  out  along  with  the  militia  of  the  diftru^. 
He  therefore  moved,  That  the  fecond  reading  of  the  bill  be  poAponed 
till  this  day  fix  months,  which  was  agreed  to. 

The  Order  of  the  day  for  the  Hbufe  to  refolve  itfclf  into  a  Com-* 
mittee  of  Supply  being  read,  feveral  armjr  and  navy  eftimatcs  were 
referred  tp  it ;  after  which  the  Houfe  went  into  the  Committee, 
Mr.  Hobort  in  the  chair. 

The  SECRETARY.  AT  WAR  faid,  that  thcfe  eftimates 
were  fo  much  matter  of  courfe,  and  fo  little  different  from  thofe  of 
laft  year,  that  he  did  not  conceive  that  it  was  neceffary  for  him  to 
fay  any  thing  upon  thena,  and  he  (hould  content  himfelf  with  mov- 
ing the  different  refolutions  meant  to  be  founded  upon  them.  He 
moved  as  the  firll  refolution,  That  the  fum  of  70,0001.  b^granted 
for  horfc  furniture,  &c.  for  the  year  1797. 

General  TARLETON  faid,  that  when  the  army  eflimate$ 
were  fir  ft  brought  forward,  he  had  remarked,  that  the  articles 
which  had  been  omitted  would  amount  to  580,0001.  but  in  jufticc  ■ 
to  his  own  accuracy,  he  was  bound  now  to  obferve  that  they 
amounted  to  707,0001.  In  fafl,  it  was  not  very  remarkable  that 
he  had  committed  this  (inaccuracy,  for  in  a  war  in  which  evehy 
part  of  the  expence  had  exceeded  the  calculation,  it  was  not  exirar 
ordinary  that  he  here  found  the  real  amount  beyond  his  computa- 
tion. From  the  eftimates  now  on  the  table,  it  would  apj)car  that 
the  expences  of  the  army  next  year  would  be  fix  millions.  He  un- 
derftood,  from  common  rumour,  that  it  was  ftill  intended  to  per- 
feyere  ih  the  ruinous  fyftem  of  carrying  on  the  war  In  the  Weft  In- 
dies. He  undcrftood  anew  Governor,  a  pcrfon,  indeed,  of  high 
charader,  was  to  be  fent  out  to  St.  Domingo,  and  that  enterprifes 
which  had  coft  fo  much  trcafure  and  fo  many  lives,  were  yet  to, be 
carried  on  without  any  poflibility  of  advantage  to  this  country.  ,Hc 
(hould  only  fay  a  word  or  two  about  the  defign  which  general  report 
likcwife  circulated,  of  a  defign  to  fehd  an  army  to  Portugal  of  ten 
or  twelve  thoufand  men.  While  Minifters  had  come  forward,  and 
with  the  alarm  of  invafion,  (fated  the  neccflTity  of  increafing  the  mi- 
litary force  of  the  country,  there  certai.ily  was  fome  inconfiftency  in 
fuch  a  defign.  If  fuch  a  force  was  fc.it  out  of  the  country,  there 
Vol.  I  K  k 


45©  PARLIAMENTARY  [CommOsi. 

could  be  rto '  jreafon  for  the  extraordinary  meafures  which  were 
brought  forward  for  our  defence.  The  Gamekeepers'  bill  had  been 
given  up,  and  the  Cavalry  bill,*  which  was  calculated  fo  much  to 
annoy  the  people  of  this  country,  ought  likewife  to  be  abandoned 
if  fuch  a  number  of  men  could  be  fpared.  The  army  of  Portugal 
tvas  generally  underftood  to  be  fmall,  and  the  troops  but  ill  difci- 
plined.  If  the  commanders  who  were  fent  with  troops  to  jc^n  thi« 
ill-appointei  body,  could  achieve  any  thing  of  importance,  thcj 
certainly  would  be  entitled  to  great  credit.  France  was  much  nearer 
Portugal  than  we  were,  and  in  all  probability  the  Republicans  would 
endeavour  to  ftimulate  the  fluggi(hnefs  of  the  Spaniards,  with 
whom  we  were  now  at  war,  to  attempt  fomething  againft  the  Por- 
tuguefe,  and  he  was  afraid  that  our  afliftance  would  only  reduce 
them  to  that  fituation  which  had  been  the  confequence  of  our  for- 
mer exertions  in  favour  of  Holland  and  our  allies. 

The  SECRETARY  AT  WAR  faid  he  (hould  fay  a  few 
words  upon  thofe  points  of  the  honourabfe  gentleman's  fpeccb^ 
which  at  all  bore  upon  the  queftion.  It  was  impoflible  to  be  per- 
fedlly  accurate,  in  the  eftimates  for  the  fervice,  and  it  was  held  to 
be  fafer  to  exceed  than  to  fall  under  the  amount.  He  cxpc£led  that 
fqmc  of  the  articles  would  fall  fhort  of  their  prefent  amount,  that 
particularly  wh»ch  regarded  the  money  allowed  for  the  fqbfiftcncc 
of  foldicrs,  as  they  would  cither  be  reduced  upon  a  peace,  ^or  kept 
in  barrncks  or  quarters  near  the  coaft,  (hould  the  war  be  continued. 

Sir  WILLIAM  MILNER  afked  if  the  accoutrements  alluded 
tp  were  for  the  cavalry  to  be  raifed  in  confequence  of  the  late  bill. 
,     The  SECRETARY  AT  WAR  faid,  that  it  had  no  reference 
at  all  to  the  new  Cavalry  bill. 

The  firft  rcfolution  was  then  put  and  agreed  to. 

The  fecond  rcfolution  was  then  propofcd,  that  the  fum  of 
7500I,  ihould  be  granted  for  reduced  American  officers,  for  the 
year  1797- 

Mr.  GREY  wifhcd  to  be  informed  when  the  extraordinaries  of 
the  army  would  be  l>rought  forward  ? 

The  SECRETARY  AT  WAR  feid,  that  they  would  certainly 
be  brought  forward  fome  time  in  the  courfe  of  the  fcflion,  but  he 
did  not  know  whether  it  would  be  regular  to  do  it  at  fo  early  a  pc-r 
riod  of  the  feflion. 

Mr  Chancellor  PITT  obfcrved,  that  there  was  a  particular 
period  fixed  by  adi  ot  Parliament  for  producing  the  account  of  the 
arpiy  extraordinaries,  which  was  not  yet  arr-ived ;  at  the  fame 
time  the  amount  of  them  would  certainly  be  fpecified  in  the  budget 
next  week. 
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Mr.  GREY  replied^  that  he  believed  it  was  ufual  to  bring 
them  forward  before  the  firft  of  February,  but  that  when  the  feffion 
comtnenced  at  an  early  period^  they  were  comnionly  laid  before  the 
Houfe  previous  to  the  opening  of  the  budget.  It  was  certainly  ex- 
tremely ncceffary  that  the  expencesof  the  laftyear  fhould  be  known  # 
before  the  Houfe  voted  the  eAimates  for  the  enfuing  year. 

The  SECRETARY  AT  WAR  then  moved,  "  That  a  fuiti 
not  exceeding  4.5,0001.  be  granted  to  His  Majefty,  for  defraying 
the  expences  of  making  certain  roads  and  bridges  in  that  part  of 
Great  Britain  called  Scotland.— Granted. 

**  That  a  fum  not  exceeding  1 1 5,oool.  be  granted  to  His  Ma- 
jedy,  for  the  payment  of  reduced  officers  of  the  army  and  marine. 
Chanted* 

"  That  a  fum  not  exceeding  i8o,oaoL  be  granted  to  His  Ma* 
jefty,  for  defraying  the  expence  of  the  increafed  rates  of  fubfiftcncc 
to  innkeepers. — Granted. 

*•  That  a  fum  not  exceeding  136,000!*  be  granted  to  His 
Majcfty,  to  defray  the  expence  of  fupernumerary  officers  of  fencible 
regiments  and  independent  companies. — Granted. 

**  That  a  fum  not  exceeding  i  o6,oool.  be  granted  to  His  Ma- 
jcfty, to  defray  the  expences  of  the  Paymafter-Gcneral  and  Cont- 
miflaries  for  the  army." — Granted. 

Mt.  M.  A.  TAYLOR  a(ked,  if  there  was  not  a  new  office 
created,  of  Infpedor  General  of  invalids,  and  if  there  was,  what 
(alary  was  annexed  to  it  ? 

The  SECRETARY  AT  WAR  anfwered,  that  no  fuch  office 
had  been  created,  and  the  rcafon  was,  that  this  duty  was  perform- 
ed by  a  gentleman  who  originally  held  another  office,  which  was 
now  abolilhed.  He  did  riot  know  what  falary  he  had,  but  he  fup- 
pofed  that  he  was  paid  in  the  fame  proportion  with  odier  officers  of  • 
Government. 

Mr.  M.  A.  TAYLOR  faid,  his  reafon  for  afking  was,  that  he 
^ught  every  unneceffiiry  office  ought  to  be  abulifhcd,  and  therefore 
he  was  extremely  jealous  of  thofc  which  were  recently  created. 

The  SECRETARY  AT  WAR  hoped  that  the  honourable 
gentjeman  would  perfevere  in  his  fcarch  into  the  Government 
offices,  and  he  would  be  much  obliged  to  him  if  he  would  point 
out  any  that  were  unneceffary. 

Mr.  GREY  rofe  to  corredl  what  he  had  faid  refpefling  the  time 
of  bringing  forward  the  army  extraordinaries  ;  he  found  that  they 
were  made  out  laft  year  on  the  25th  of  December,  previous  to  the 
opening  of  the  budget,  and  he  gave  notice,  that  after  the  Houfe 
was  refumcd,  he  would  move  for  this  account. 

Kk2 
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Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  profefled^o  have  m  objedkxi  to  its  be- 
ing made  out. 

Mr.  SARGENT   moved  —  «  That  a  fum  not  exceecfi^ 

1,900,024!.  be  granted  to  His  Majefty,  for  defying  die eoqicnoe 
«f  the  ordnance  fcrvicc." 

Mr.  FOX  underdood  that  part  of  this  fum  was  meant  to  be  ap- 
plied in  order  to  furnifh  arms  for  the  new  cavalry  raifed  by  the  late 
z&  of  Parliament.  He  mentioned  this,  becaufe  he  underftood 
that,  in  every  part  of  the  country,  there  was  fo  much  difficulty  in 
underflanding  and  in  executing  the  ad,  that  a  general  hope  was 
entertained,  if  it  was  not  repealed,  that,  at  leaft,  it  ^ould  not  be 
proceeded  upon.  < 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  this  wasf  the  firft  time  tfiat 
ever  fuch  a  rumour  had  reached  his  cars.  There  werd  fome  trifling 
difficulties  which  might  afterwards  be  removed  by  an  explanatory 
a£l ;  but  there  was  nothing,  he  was  confident,  in  the  act  to  €>b- 
ftruft  the  execution  of  a  plan  which  muft  ultimately  prove  fo  ad- 
vantageous to  the  country. 

Mr.  FOX  was  extremely  happy  to  hear  from  the  honourable 
gentleman  that  an  explanatory  a6l  was  to  be  introduced,  becaufe  it 
would  give  thofe  gentlemen  who  difapproved  of  the  former  aft,  an 
opportunity  of  voting  againft  it. 

Mr.  M.  A.  TAYLOR  did  not  know  where  the  Chancellor  of 

the  Exchequer  had  got  his  information ;  but  he  knew  of  fevoral 

meetings  that  had  been  held  in  thu  country,  whcra  every  gentleman 

't  put  a  different  conftruflion  upon  the  a£t ;  for  his  own  part,  he  con- 

iidered  it  as  quite  impra£licable  to  underhand  a  (ingle  claufe  of  it. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  after  the  honourable  gendc- 
man  oppofite  had  confeffed  his  inability  to  underftand  the  aft,  it 
would  certainly  be  prefumptuous  in  him  or  in  any  other  pcrfon  to 
attempt  to  explain  it. 

Mr.  M.  A.  TAYLOR  defied  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchc 
quer,  though  he  had  prepared  the  bill  and  carried  it  through  the 
Houfe,  to  ccjnftrue  a  fingle  claufe  of  it. 

The  refolut'ron  was  then  put  and  carried. 

Mr.  SARGENT  then  moved,  <*  That  a  fum  not  exceeding 
I  i4,oool,  be  granted  to  His  Majefly,  for  defraying  the  cxpcnccs 
of  the  ordnance  land  fervice  for  1795,  for  which  money  has  not 
been  voted  by  Parliament. — Grantcfd. 

*•  That  a  fum  not  exceeding  74,000!.  be  granted  to  His  Ma- 
jefly, for  defraying  the  ordnance  fca  fervice  for  1795,  (or  wiuch 
money  has  not  been  voted  by  Parliament.— Granted.  v 

That  a  fum  not  exceeding  1 2  5,000!.  be  granted  to  Hk  Mi- 
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jeft)^  fer  defirayiog  the  ions  laid  out  by  Ac  Office  of  Ordnance 
for  I796>  and  which  have  not  been  provided  for  by  Parliament. 


Lord  ARDEN  nioved,  "  That  a  fum  not  exceeding  653^000!. 
be  granted  to  His  Majefly,  for  defraying  the  expence  of  half  pay 
to  naval  and  marine  officers. "'-^Granted. 

**  That  a  fum  not.exceeding  768,000!.  be  granted  to  His  Ma* 
jcfty,  for  repairing  and  rebuilding  fliips  of  war." — Granted. 

Mr.  ROSE  moved,  "  That  a  fum  not  exceeding  7600I.  be 
granted  to  His  Mgjefty  for  defraying  the  expence  of  the  civil  efbib* 
liflimentof  the  province  of  Canada." — Granted. 

The  Houfe  being  rcfumed,  the  report  of  the  Committee  was  or- 
dered to  be  received  on  Monday. 

Mr.  GREY  moved,  "  That  there  be  laid  before  the  Houfe, 
an  account  of  the  extraordinaries  of  the  army  incurred  and  paid 
from  the  aoth  of  December,  as  far  as  they  can  be  eftimated." 
Ordered.  ' 

Monday,   ^th  December. 

The  bill  for  removing  the  lent  aflizes  from  Thetford  to  Nor- 
wich, was  read  a  firft  time. 

A  petition  againl)  the  bill  from  the  Mayor  and  Corporation  of 
Thetford  was  prefented,  ftating  that  the  lent  aflizes  fbr  Norfolk 
had  been  held  from  tinie  immemorial  at  Thetford,  and  that  the 
removal  of  them  would  produce  great  inconvenience  to  the  North- 
weft  part  of  the  county.  The  petitioners,  therefore,  prayed  to  be 
heard  by  their  counfel  againft  the  bill.  The  petition  was  ordered 
to  be  laid  upon  the  table  till  the  bill  be  read  a  fecond  time,  and 
that  then  they  fhould  be  at  liberty  to  be  heard  by  their  counfel. 

A  petition  of  a  fimilar  nature  was  prefented  againft  the  bill, 
from  certain  freeholders  and  inhabitants  reiident.in  the  North-weft 
part  of  the  county.  Ordered  to  be  laid  upon  the  table  with  the  for- 
mer petition. 

A  petition  was  prefented  from  certain  freeholders  of  the  county 
•f  Flint,  againft  the  election  of  Sir  T.  Moftyn.*  The  petition  al- 
ledged,  that  at  the  laft  elcdion  for  a  Member  for  FUnrfhire,  Sir 
T.  Moftyn,  John  Lloyd,  Efq.  and  the  honourable  Lloyd  Ken- 
yori,  had  been  condidates  to  reprefcnt  that  county  in  Parliament ; 
that  Sir  Thomas  was  incapacitated  from  being  a  Member  on  ac-« 
count  of  his  being  under  age  ;  that  this  was  Aated  to  the  SheriflF, 
Sir  Edward  Price,  thcbrothcr-in-lawof  Sir  Thomas,  who,  ncveri- 
thelefs,  perfifted  in  returning  him.  The  petition  therefore  prayed, 
that  the  election  might  be  declared  void,  and  th^t  the  Houfe  wr  ~* ' 
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pafs  fuch  ^  Cenfure  on  the  oondud  of  the  SheriflTas  they  (hould 
deem  fit. 

The  MASTER  OF  THE  ROLLS,  by  tvhom  the  petition  was 
prefentedy  rcquefled  the  Houfe  to  be  awdre  that  it  was  not  a  peti- 
tion again  (I  the  Tcturn^  but  ngainft  the  elediion,  on  the  ground  of 
the  incapacity  of  the  Member  returned  to  fit,  on  account  of  his 
non-age.  The  cafe  fcemcd  to  him  to  be  fimilar  to  that  in  which 
there  was  no  fitting  Member  ;  it  therefore  ought  to  have  a  prior 
confideration  to  other  petitions.  However,  it  was  not  his  wifti  to 
prcfs  the  fubjefl  with  too  much  fpeed. 

After  a  (hort  converfation,  the  petition  was  ordered  to  be  taken 
into  confideration  on  the  2d  of  March* 

A  petition  againft  the  fame  clctfiion,  by  John  Lloyd,  Efq.  was 
alfo  prefented,  and  ordered  to  be  taken  into  confideration  with  the 
former  petition* 

Sir  EDWARD  KNATCHEULL  moved  the  order  of  the  day 
for  bringing  Alexander  Morris  to  the  bar,  which  being  read,  and 
the  faid  Alexander  Morris  being  placed  at  the  bar,  the  Speaker  ad- 
dreffcd  him  in  the  following  manner : 

Speaker — "  What  is  your  name  :" 

Prifoner-^^^  Alexander  Morris.'* 

Speaker — *'  Alexander  Morris,  you  are  brought  here  in  oonfe- 
quence  of  a  report,  made  by  the  Committee  ro  whom  it  was  re- 
ferred to  try  the  merits  of  the  Southwark  eledion.  That  report 
Aates,'  that  you  were  fummoncd  to  appear  and  give  evidence  before 
the  faid  Committee,  and  that  you  neglc8ed  to  appear  in  obedience 
to  that  fummons — Have  you  any  excufe  to  give  for  this  breach  of 
privilege  ?  or  any  reafon  to  offer  why  this  Houfc  fhould  not  proceed 
to  award  the  puniflimcnt  to  which  you  are  liable  for  the  fame?" 

Prifoner — "  Sir,  I  did  receive  the  warrant  of  the  CommitteCv 
but  I  did  not  know  I  fliould  incur  the  difpleafurc  of  the  Houfe. 
The  perplexed  ftate  of  rnV  private  affairs  forced  me  to  be  out  of  the 
way.     I  throw  myCclf  upon  the  mercy  of  the  Houfe." 

The  Speaker  immediately  ordered  him  from  the  bar. 

Sir  EDWARD  KNATCHBULL  faid,  that  the  Houfe  were 
now  in  poffefllon  of  Mr.  Morris's  excufe.  It  was  not  on  behalf 
'  of  the  petitioning  candidate,  in  the  prcfcnt  cafe,  but  for  the  fake  of 
every  individual  Member,  that  he  aflirted  fubftantial  jufiice  would 
not  be  done,  if  the  orders  of  the  Houfc  we^re  not  enforced.  It  re- 
mained now  for  the  Houfc  to  determine  what  punifliment  they 
would  infli6i  upon  him.  He  certainly  did  think,  that  Mr.  Morris 
might  not  have  been  aware  of  all  the  confequences  of  his  difobedi- 
ence.     In  all  cafes  where  it  could  be  done  with  {afety^  he  wilhed 
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to  lean  to  the  fide  of  mercy ;  the  Houfe,  however,  woul3  decide— 
he  left  it  entirely  to  them.  It  was  his  intention  to  have  moved 
that  Alexander  Morris  be  remanded  to  the  cuftody  of  the  Serjeant 
at  Arms. 

The  SPEAKER  fuggefted,  that  it  would  be  better,  in  the  firft 
inftance,  for  the  Houfe  to  cKprefs  their  opinion  of  the  conduct  of  the 
perfon  in  cudody,  and  that  afterwards  they  (hoQId  found  their  pu- 
nishment upon  that  opinion. 

Sir  EDWARD  KNATCHBULL  accordingly  moved,  that 
Alexander  Morris  having  been  fcrvcd  with  a  warrant  of  this  Houfe, 
and  having  difobeyed  the  fame,  has  been  guilty  of  a  breach  of  the 
privileges  of  this  Houfe. 

Mr.  GREY  /econded  the  motion.  No  perfon  could  for  a  mo- 
ment doubt  that  this  breach  was  one  of  the  mod  flagrant  that  could 
be  committed,  and  though  he  agreed  with  the  honourable  Baronet 
in  what  he  had  faid  with  refpcft  to  lenity,  yet  ftill  he  was  of  opi- 
nion, that  lenity  fhould  be  exercifed  with  caution.  When  he  con- 
fidercd  the  prefent  cafe,  he  confcfTed  that  he  did  not  fee  any  thing 
in  it  that  could  induce  him  to  believe  that  a  fcvere  puni(hment  ought 
not  to  be  inflicted.  The  prifoner  had  pleaded  in  excufe,  that  he 
was  called  away  by  fome  private  bufinefs  of  his  own,  but  of  this  he 
had  advanced  no  proof,  and  the  Houfe  were  left  in  poflefllon  of  his 
bare  aflertion  in  extenuation  of  an  offence  of  the  moft  ferious  and 
important  nature.  But  it  was  not  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Morris  s^one 
which  ought  to  be  expofed  to  rcprchenfion.  The  crime  had  been 
committed  under  very  fufpicious  circumAanccs,  and  it  would  not 
be  unworthy  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  to  enter  into  a  full  invef- 
tigation  of  the  bufinefs,  and  to  inquire  whether  or  not  the  agents  of 
Mr.  Thcllutron  had  not  been  tampering  with  Mr.  Morris,  to  pre- 
vent him  from  attending  the  Committee.  ,  For  his  own  part,  he 
was  convinced  that  it  might  be  brought  home  dircdlly  to  Mr.  Thel- 
luflbn's  agents:  he  (hould  therefore  move,  after  this  motion  was^ 
difpofed  of,  that  Alexander  Morris  be  brought  to.  the  bar  and  ex- 
amined. 

The  original  motion  was  put  and  carried. 

Mr.  FOX  faid,  that  before  the  punifhment  of  the  oflTence  was 
adjudged  by  tlie  Houfe,  it  might  be  proper  for  them  to  inquire  into 
the  motives  From  which  it  was  committed. 

The  SPEAKER  informed  the  Houfe,  that  the  ancient  praflicc 
had  been,  when  any  perfon  was  taken  into  cuftody  by  the  Serjeant 
at  Anns,  to  decree  the  punifhment  for  his  oflence,  in  confequcAcd 
of  which,  the  Speaker  ilfued  his  warrant  to  commit  the  offender  to 
Ae  cuflody  of  the  Serjeant  at  Arms>  to  the  Gatehoufcj  or  to  New- 
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gate.  Of  late,  however,  they  had  adopted  a  diflPerent  dnode  of  pRv 
cedore,  t>7  caufuig  him  to  be  brought  to  the  bar  of  the  Houfe,  dur- 
ing whicli  time,  the  m^ce  being  off  the  table,  no  Member  was  at 
liberty  to  afk  any  quefiions,)  and  permitting  him  to  be  heard  in  his 
own  defence,  after  which,  the  Speaker  ankiounced  the  judlgetnent 
of  the  Houfe.  In  the  prefent  inftahce,  as  he  was  not  prepared  to 
put  thofe  <}uc{Hons  which  might  enter  into  the  view  of  the  honour- 
able Member  (Mr.  Grey,)  he  fuggcfted,,  that  Alexander  Morris 
fhould  be  called  in,  and  that  the  Mace  fhould  be  fuffered  to  remain 
on  the  table,  in  confequence  of  which,  every  Member,  through 
the  medium  of  the  Speaker,  might  put  fuch  queftions  to  the  pri- 
foncr  as  he  thought  fit. 

Mr.  GREY  then  moved,  That  Alexander  Morris  be  hnwght 
to  the  bar  and  examined,  the  mace  being  on  the  table. 

Alexander  Morris  being  again  brought  to  the  bar  by  the  Ser- 
jeant at  Arms, 

Mr.  GREY  prq)ofed  that  the  following  queftion  be  pjt  to  him : 
**  Did  any  perfonj  after  you  received  the  Speaker's  warrant,  converfe 
with  you  upon  the  fubjedt  of  attending  the  Committee  of  the  Houfe 
of  Commons?" 

Mh  ANSTRUTHER  fignifying  acrofs  the  table  his  difappio- 
bation  of  the  queftion, 

The  Serjeant  was  dcfired  to  take  Alexander  Morris  from  the 
bar  J  which  being  done, 

Mr.  ANSTRUTHER  explained  the  grounds  upoa  which  he 
difapproved  of  the  queftion.  The  Houfe  had  already  refolvcd  th?.t 
Alexander  Morris  had  been  guilty  of  a  breach  of  privilege.  The 
next  thing  for  the  Houfe  to  determine  was,  the  punishment  which 
it  would  adjudge  to  the  offence  ;  and  then  it  would  only  remain  that 
they  (hould  call  in  the  prifoner,  and  a(k  why  the  puniflimcnt  ou^t 
not  to  be  inflidled  upon  him?  The  mode  of  procedure  by  exami- 
nation, which  the  honourable  gentleman  had  propofed,  would,  in 
his  opinion,  defeat  the  ends  of  impartial  juftice;  for,  fuppofinghim 
to  anfwer  his  queftion  in  the  affirmative,  theo  the  anfwcr  would 
throw  the  guilt  upon  another ;  and,  if  he  anfwered  in  the  n^dve, 
his  anfwer  might  draw  upon  himfelf  a  feverearpuniftiment  than  that 
to  which  he  woii^d  otherwife  be  fubjedted,  which,  in  cither  cafe, 
was  direclly  contrary  to  the  ordinary  courfc  of  judicial  proqpeding. 
At  all  events,  it  would  be  holding  out  a  temptation  to  him  to  accufc 
others  in  order  to  leffen  his  own  puni(hment.  Before  fuch  a  flep 
w*a&  adopted,  he  hoped  that,  at  leaft,  fpmc  precedent  would  be 
l^-oduced  to  juOify  it. 

The  MASTER  OF  THE  ROLLS  could  not  rcconcUe  his 
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snind  to  tiny  examination  of  the  prifoner  at  the  bar.  In  hb  opi* 
nion,  he  ought  to  be  called  upon  .to  fay  what  he  had  to  bring  fiuu 
"ward  in  his  exculpation.  .  The  Houfc  might  or  might  not  be  fads- 
fied  with  the  defence  ;  if  he  referred  to  any  faA,  they  might  re- 
quire proof  of  that  faA ;  and  after  hearing  what  he  had  to  advance 
for  himfelf,  they  ought  to  decide  upon  the  punifliiAent  due  to  the 
oficnce* 

Mr.  ANSTRUTHER  moved,  That  he  be  again  brought  to  the 
bar  of  the  Houfe  to-morrow. 

Mr.  GREY  profcffed  to  have  no  great  objeflipn  to  the  motion, 
bccaufe,  what  iiad  &l]cn  from  the  honourable  gentleman  (Mr. 
Anftruther)  had  confiderable  weight  with  him.  At  the  fame  time 
he  infiftedy  that  the  matter  ought  not  to  be  lightly  paifed  over,  and 
that  fome  inveftigation  ought  to  be  entered  into,  of  a  bufinefs  in 
which  the  dignity  o?  the  Houfe  and  the  rights  of  individuals  were 
fo  deeply  intereftcd.  He  thought  that  it  would  be  better  to  remand 
Alexander  Monis  to  the  cuftody  of  the  Serjeant  at  Arms,  to  be 
again  brought  to  the  bar  on  Thurfday  next,  on  which  day  he 
ihould  move,  Tliat  Mr.  Henry  Speck  and  Captain  Bartlett  be  alio 
charged  to  attend. 

Mr.  GREY's  motion  was  agreed  to  by  the  Houfe,  and  in  the 
mean  time  Alexander  Morris  was  ordered  to  remain  in  the  cufto^y 
of  the  Serjeant  at  Arms,  under  the  former  warrant. 

Mr.  Grey  faid,  that  from  the  papers  upon  the  table,  they  had 
only  an  account  of  the  navy  debt,  for  the  year,  to  the  30th  rf  Sep. 
tember,  and  he  wifhcd  to  know  if  there  was  any  nibde  of  afcertain- 
ing  its  amount  up  to  the  30th  of  November. 

Mr.  ROSE  replied,  that  it  would  be  impoflible  to  give  an  accu- 
rate account  of  the  navy  debt  up  to  the  30th  of  November,  becaufe 
the  ftatements  were  coIle6)ed  only  twice  a  year  from  die  diffotnt 
ports  in  the  kingdom,  and  that  this  being  fKither  of  thefe  ftated  pe- 
riods, the  account  could  not  be  called  for  ^  but  he  apprifed  the 
Houfe  that  there  would  be  laid  upon  die  tdble  to-morrow,  oot  a 
corred  account,  but  a  note  from  wHich  they  might  be  enabled  to 
form  a  pretty  corred  edimate  of  the  prefcnt  navy  debt.  ^ 

Some  explanatory  converfation  took  place  between  Mcflrs.  Fox, 
Grey,  and  Rofe,  refpeding  the  acfounts  upon  the  table.  The 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  was  brought  up  ; 
the  refolutions  were  read  and  feverally  agreed  to  by  the  Houfe. 

Mr.  FOX  moved.  That  there  be  laid  upon  the  table,  an  ac- 
count of  the  navy  bills  paid  from  the  3  id  of  December,   1 7  95>  to 
.   3ot!i  November,*  1796. — Ordered. 

Likewife  an  account  of  the  navy  bilh  that  havp  boop  paid,  or 
Vql.  L  L  1 
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iSaat  fhiy  Tall  tlUe^  'from  die  ^otht)f  November,  to  ihe  %iA  «i 
DccemWrj   1 7  ^6.r— Ordered. 

Mr.  ChJindellor  PITT  moved,  that  the  order  for  Ac  Houfe  be- 
lt^ called  over  this  day  be  difcharged  ;  which  being  agreed  to^  he 
next  moved  that  it  be  called  over  on  Tuefday  next,    which  iras   | 
carried. 

After  difpoiing  of  the  other  orders  of  the  day,  the  HotlTc  ad- 
joomed* 

•  JVednefdayy   ']th  December. 

An  accourrt  of  the  navy  deht,  due,  and  to  become  due,  up  i< 
the  30th  bi  December,  was  brought  uj),  laid  on  the  table,  ana 
ordered  to  be  Sprinted. 

Mr.  GREY  &ld,  that  upon  reflexion,  he  had  abandoned  dip 
idea  of  uigi^  the  examination  of  Alexander  Morris,  now  in  cuf- 
tddy  for  contempt-of  the  Houfc,  and  he  thought  it  beft  to  inflid 
feme  pumfliment  upon  the  offence  in  the  firft  place,  after  which, 
it  was  his  intention  to  move  for  fome  inquiry,  who  were  the  j)er(bQs 
^(rilty  df  tanoperihg  n^ith  Morris,  and  if  he  fucceeded  in  (hewing 
^hat  very  im()rbper  practices  had  been  emptoyod  upon  the  occaiioo, 
he  conceived  the  Houfe  would  not  refufe  an  inquiry  in  whkh  tbdr 
kw^  dignity  .^vas  To  much  concerned. 

T4w  SPEAKER  faid,  that  if  it  was  not  intended  to  caU  up 
Alexander  Morris  for  examination,  it  would  be  unneceflary  that  he 
fliould  again  attend,  as  the  Hoofe  might  .proceed  to  conGder  what 
^niibment'they  tt^Old  infliifl.  In  this  oafo,  the  order  for  the  at- 
tendance of  Morris  inight  be  difcharged. 

*Mr.  GREY  ^aid,  that  he  then  intended  to  move  to-morroi^ 
firft,  iOiX  'fome  pudifliment  fliould  be  inflided  upon  Morrb,  ahd 
^theii  fbfit  an  ihquity  (hOuM  be  inftituted,  who  were  the  perfom 
who^had'beenrguUty  of  tampering  with  the 'offender  upon  this  oc«s- 
ifidn. 

A  motion  ^s  then  tndde.  That  the  orderbe  diichaiged. 

'Mr.  ANSTRUTHER  doubted  whether  Morris  was  a  compe- 
tettt  witifefsupbn  fiich  an  imfuiry^  416 had  noobje^ion,  howewei^ 
that  the  order  fhould  be  difchai^/ 

The  order  w«s  difcbtrged.         .    . 

Mr.  ROSE'moved  for  a  number  of  papers  to  be  laid  open  tfat 
table,  indicating  the  objedts  of  taxation  for  the  year,  vul* 

An  account  of  the  net  prbdtice  of  the  duties  tm  mijUoiiSj  ^toK  tbf 
'laft  fotir  yttfs  i 
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Anaoeeuntof  tfie  produce  of  the  dd  duty  on  brieks; 
An  account  of  die  produce  of  ^e  dutjion  cofiee  and  cocoa  nuts '; 
An  account  of  the  produce  of  the  old  excife  duty  on  tea ; 
An  account  of  the  produce  of  the  duty  on  foreign  and  British 
fpirits ; 

An  account  of  the  licences  on  the  Scots  diftillery ; 
An  account  of  the  duty  of  a  penny  per  mile  on  Rage  coaches  ; 
An  account  of  the  produce  of  the  aflcffed  taxes,  for  the  hft  three 
years ; 

The  amount  of  the  poilage  of  letters  for  the  hft  three  years  ; 
An  account  of  the  import  of  fugar  from  the  Britifh  Weft-India 
plantations ;  and  alfo  from  the  Eaft  Indies  ;  and  alfo  an  account  of 
ibrcign  fugars  imported,  diftinguifliing  the  quantities  exported ; 

An  account  of  bar  iron,    oil  of  olives,   hemp,  and  plantation 
ftaves  imported ; 

An  account  of  the  amount  of  pepper  imported  ; 
An  account  of  the  amount  of  the  cuftoms,  excepting  the  articles 
of  wine,  fugar,  bar  iron,  &c. 

All  thcfc  papers  were  brought  in,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  Rofe  alfo  brought  in  an  account  of  the  application  of  the 
difpofable  fum  of  two  millions  and  a  half,  granted  to  His  Majefty 
for  the  fcrvice  of  the  year  1796. 

General  FITZPATRICK  gave  notice,  that  on  Thurfday  fe^n-' 
night  he  fhould  renew  a  motion  which  he  had  made  in  the  lafr  Par- 
liament on  the  fuhjeft  of  the  treatment  of  Monfieur  de  la  Fayette 
and  his  qnfortunate  companions  in  captivity.  He  fliould  be  ex- 
tremely happy  to  receive  intimation  before  that  time,  of  fuch  fteps 
having  been  taken  as  fliould  predude  the  neceffity  of  a  parliamentary 
intcrfcrence  ;  but  if  he  received  no  fuch  fbtisfa^ory  information, 
he  truftcd  that  the  prcfent  Parliament  would  not  do  as  the  laft  Par- 
liament had  done— give  any  fign  of  acquicfcencc  in  a  proceeding, 
upon  the  ignominy  and  hor^rpr  pf  yvhlGh  tliere  ^as  but  one  feeling 
throughout  the  whole  of  thp  civiH?^^}  world. 

Mr.  FOX  gave  notice,  that  on  the  1 3th  of  February  next,  that 
was  to  fay,  as  foon  after  the  propofed  recefs  as  he  could  expe£t  a  full 
meeting  of  tl>e  HQ^fr»  ^^  fliould  move  for  the  repcaj  pf  the  two  bjlk 
of  the  laft  fcflion  of  the  laft  Parliament ;  bills  whifsfi  were  too  i^ 
markable  to  require  to  be  named  more  particularly  ;  bills  which  bad 
produced  fo  much  fenfatipn  in  the  country,  and  fo  much  fcrious 
alarm  to  evqry  c^pftitutional  mind. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITl^gi«e  notice,  that  he  (hpttW  brin^  in  a 
biH  » cfcre  the  reccfe  for  the  better  relief  of  the  poor.     Of  this  bill 

LI  2 
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he  hid  pven  fome  intimsition  before.  It  was  now  his  intention  to 
bring  it  in  only,  that  it  might  be  printed  before  the  reccfs,  fo  as  to 
enable  gentlemen  to  deliberate  on  its  merits  before  it  came  to  be  dif- 
cuffed. 

Mr.  FOX  deiired  to  know  what  were  his  intentions  with  refpcd 
to  the  cavsdry  ad  {  , 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  he  meant  immediately  to  bring 
lA  a  bill  to  eyplain  and  amend  that  z&. 

The  SECRETARY  AT  WAR  brought  in  an  account  of  Ac 
extraordinaries  of  the  army,  as  far  as  the  fame  could  be  made  up  to 
the  6th  of  December,  and  die  account  was.ordered  to  be  printed  for 
the  ufe  of  the  Members. 

The  order  of  die  day  was  then  read,  and  the  Houfe  went  kito 
a  Committjce  of  Ways  and  Means,  Mr.  Hobart  in  die  chair. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT.  The  fubjeft  whiclji  I  have  now  to  lay 
before  you  is  fo  extenlive  in  its  details,  and  of  importance  fo  evident 
and  fo  (hiking,  that  I  fliall  bed  gratify  my  own  feelings,  as  well  as 
bed  difcharge  my  duty  to  the  Committee  by  ab(biining  from  all  cb- 
fervations,  w^ch,  though  collateral  to  the  fubjcdt  of  the  day,  would 
ferve  only  to  extend  the  confideration,  and  by  iirpceedtng  as  expeJi- 
tioufly  as  poflible,  to  flate  dii)in£Uy  and  fliiortly,  the  rcfources 
which  we  may  confiden^tly  rely  on  for  the  fervice  of  the  year,  and 
the  amount  of  the  expences  which  we  may  have  to  incur.  Before 
^  I  proceed  to  that  mod  important  part  of  the  taik  of  this  day,  the 
opening  to  the  Committee  a  view  of  the  general  refources  of  the 
country,  ^y  which  we  may  be  able  to  provide  for  the  neceiTary  fer- 
vice  of  the  year,  and  to  (hew  them,  diat  however  great  the  demand 
ipay  be,  we  are  fully  equal  to  the  emergency,  and  prepared  to  meet 
it,  it  is  my  duty  to  (late  the  amount  of  the  Supply,  as  it  has  been 

already  voted,  and  that  may  be  yet  neccffany  to  vote,  for  the  fcr- 

',  .    ■     .    ,    .       ,  ,      -  .  . 

vice. 

NAVY-. 

The  Committee  will  recoiled)  that  the  vote  for 
the  ordinary  of  the  navy  was  for  1 20,000  fea- 
men  and  marines  —  —       ^.6,240,000 

To  which  add  the  amount  of  extraofdinaries  1,420,006 

Making  together  the  fom  of  —  7,660,000 

But,  that  I  may  not  leave  any  part  of  the  fcrvice, 

noch  leis  this  moti  valuable  and  favourite  fer« 

vice,  Qiort;  and  that  our  exenions  may  be 

carried  to  the  utmofl  poffible  length,   I  will 

take  for  the  navy  the  farther  fam  of  1,500,000 

Making  altogether  the  fervice  of  the  navy,  for 
•  the  year  1 797,  amountto  — *         ■         >>       f  io^s6o<oQO 
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.  ARMY. 

The  amount  of  the  fomt  akouly  Toted  for  the 
army  is  —         ^     ^  —         £6^13,00^ 

The  accoant  of  the  extnorduiancs  is  not  yet  com- 
plete :  but,  as  far  as  they  can  be  made  op  with 
accuracy  according  to  the  account  now  pre- 
feated,  they  appear  to  be  of  excefs  above  the 
fom  allowed  laft  year  •—  —  4»3O0,oco 

Total  of  the  army  —  —        .  ■     —  10*913,000 

The  amount  of  the  ordnance^  —  *-  ;f  i ,623 ,oo« 

The  mtfceUaneous  fervtces,  including  the  fums  given  for  the 
provifion  of  the  emigrant  priefts,  and  under  all  the  ufual 

heads  —  —  378,000 

Deficiency  of  land  and  malt  >-  -—  350,000' 

Sum  for  the  diminution  of  the  national  debt  —  200*000 

Surplus  of  grants  in  the  year  1796,  which  ought  to  have 
come  in  aid  of  the  fervice,  amounting  to  420»oool.  would 
enable  him  to  take  the  deficiency  of  the  taxes  at  fo  much 
leis ;  ht*  ihould  only  take  the  deficiency  of  taxes  at  1 9023*006 

A  vote  of  credit  which  hie  intended  to  move  for*  and  which 

he  Ihoald  afterwards  explain*  for  *    ..^_  3,000,000 

Making  the  total  of  the  fupply,  for  the  year  1797  27,647,000 

The  firft  article  of  ways  and  means,  was  of  courfe  the  land 

and  malt  —  ^     —  —  2,750,000 

The  growing  produce  of  the  confolidated  fund  I  (hall  take 
irt  a  very  Tmail  fum*  the  reafons  of  which  I  (hall  (late  af- 
terwards —  —  —      1*075*000 

Surplus  of  grants  of  the  ye^r  1 796*  and  not  applied  iir  the 

year  1 796  r^  420,000 

JP^fit  on  the  lottery,  after  defraying  the  fmall  Aim  which  re- 
mains upon  it*  due  tp  the  LoyaRfls,  amounting  to  80  or 
lOOyOool.  I  (hall  take  at  —  —  200,000 

The  loan,  the  circuiiiftances  of  *which  I  (hall  afterwards  ex- 
'  phin  — ^  xSyOOOfOoo 

Sxcheqner  biUs,  which  I  propofe  to  iflue  in  ^  new  manner* 
and  which  I  fliall  afterwards  explain  and  prove  to  be  both 

practicable  and  expedient  —  '-—       5,500,000 

.    '      '    *  t  

Total  of  Ways  and  Means  27^945*000 

So  tkit  there  is  an  excefs  of  ways  and  means  over  the  aniount  of 
the  fupply  of  2989000I.  I  have  (bted  the  extent  of  what  will  be 
neceffar]^  for  the  fupply  of  the  year,  but  in  order  to  anticipate,  as 
iff  as  Humsin  fore(ight  can  provide  for  an  expence  fo  largCf  in  cit- 
ciim(fainces  fo  difBc^utty  I  (hall  endeavour  to  bring  every  thing  di(» 
tindly  b(;fbre  the  G>minittee.  In  the  firft  place,  I  (hall  fhortly 
flate  the  terms  of  the  loan,  without  comprehending  all  the  (ingular 
combinations  which  have  entered  into  this  tranfa£tion*  fo  creditable 
and  glorious  to  the  country.     The  new  annual  intereft  to  pt  paid 
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for  the  loan^  as  it  ftands  at  prefent,  is  fubjed  to  a  great  reduSion, 
if  the  funds  (hould  rife  on  the  event  of  a  Afe  and  pormaoetit  peace, 
an  event  to  which  we  have  a  righc  to  look,  and  \vhich  this  great 
difplay  of  national  zeal  and  fpirit  is  calculated  to  accelerate,  yet  I 
wifli  to  view  it  as  a  permanent  interi^ft,  and  to  coi>Gder  it  without 
the^profpedl  of  redu6)ion.    In  that  way  the  Comniitfee  will  fee  that 
the  lonn  was  made  at  the  intereft  of  only  5I.  i  as.  6d.  per  cent. ; 
and  I  (hould  not  think  myfclf  juftifiable  if  I  were  to  provide  a  fcfs 
fum  than  for  the  whole  as  a  permanent  annul ty«    And  it  is  alfo  my 
intention  to  add  the  ufual  fiihi  of  one  per  cent,  to  the  finkii^  fund, 
as  if  the  loan  was  not  to  be  paid  off.      In  thi»view,  taking  the  in- 
tgrcft  at  5I,  1 2s.  6d.  and  adding  one  per  cent,  on  account  of  the 
finking  fund,  the  total  intereft  on  i8,ooo,oool.  at  61.  15s.  per 
cent,  would  be  1,215,000!.      I  have  propofed  that  wc  (hall  lock 
to  an  ilTue  of  Exchequer  bills  to  the  amount  of  5,500,000!.  as  a 
ftiir  and  a  pra<5ticable  means  for  the  fjjrvicc  of  the  yeat,  and  I  do 
this  beeaufe  I  am  convinced  that  fo  many  mav  he  eirculaced  both 
wrh  economy  and.  advnnt:ige.     Other  fpecies  of  floating  debt  have 
been  found  to  be  extremely  inconvenient  and  injurious,  from  the 
enormity  of  the  difcount  to  which  they  fell  on  account  of  the  length 
of  period  they  had  to  run.     But  Exchequer  bills  were  not  fubjedl  to 
the  fame  obje^^ion,  though  I  fliould  not  even  think  it  wife  to  iffue 
them  even  for  the  period  of  a  twelvemonth.      I  think  that  itis^n 
available  means  for  the  public  until  the  inftalmcnts  of  the  loan  (hall 
be  made,  to  iffue  Exchequer  bills  at  (liort  periods,  fay,  at  three 
mpnths,  which,  bearing  an  intereft  of  a  fradlion  above  five  per  cent, 
would  be  certain  of  never  falling  to  a  difcount,  becayfe  they  would 
be  receivable  in  payment  of  the  inftalments  of  the  loan.     The  inte* 
reft  is  as  near  as  poflible  to  5  per  cent,  to  accommodate  it  in  the 
ufual  way  to  a  certain  fum  per  diem.     I  am  confident  that  no  in- 
convenience will  be  fuffered  from  keeping  afloat  this  amount  of  Ex- 
chequer bills,  but  that,  on  the  contrary,  it  will  be  attended  with  ad- 
vantage and  accommodation  to  the  public.      If,  at  the  end  of  the 
year,  it  (hould  be  found  advifcable  to  take  them  out  of  circulation, 
there  will  be  no  difficulty  in  the  taik.     I  propofe  to  proVide  intereft 
at  five  percent,  on  the  amount  of  thefe  Exchequer  bills,  whicj^  will 
be  275,0001.     It  is  my  wifti  to  look  to  every  objed  for  v^vAl  we 
have  to  provide  in  the  courfc  of  the  year ;  with  this  view  wc  muft 
look  to  the  amount  of  intereft  to-  be  provided  for  (he  navy  dAt  be- 
yond the  amount  of  the  former  votes. 

The  total  excefs  of  the  Navy  Debt  beyond  eftimatc  of  1*796,  is  ^-.8,250,000 
Of  this  fum  there  was  provided  for  ■  4,000,000 


rr^l 


*"  remained  therefore  to  be  provided,  intereft  for  4,2504000 
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I  thtll  by  «dd  by^  ihte  to  the  OmmuUee>  cbe  grourxis  of  «he 
compocacion  ^t  I  Aiade)  acid  of  the  reafoas  ^hy  it  h^  fo  far  est- 
caeded  the  edimate  that  I  fnade,  aiid  I  truft  chut  I  fliatt  do  k  «o 
thar  fs^isfa&iQff.  It  ought  to  teach  us  to  look  forwatrd  to  the  pro- 
bable addition  that  may  «be  rec^rcd  for  the  fervice  of  the  prcfeat 
yean,  and  to  provide  largely  a^ainft  vmforefcen  eircumftanceg.  In 
this  viewj  having  already  taken  2)500,000].  in  the  efiimate  of 
fupply,  I  am  confident  ^at  I  (ball  cover  every  fK>fiH>le  demand  im- 
der  the  head  of  navy  debt,  if  I  provide  intereft  for  3>ooo„oool, 
snore. 

There  is  onAy  one  aiticle  to  be  ^(fed  to  the  above,  and  which  «t 
fheiGiffie  tiffie  ought  not  lobe  laken  into  the  eftnnate  of  the  expencse 
of  the  year.  The  Commiftee  will  recoiled  that  one  of  the  taxes  of 
the  4aftf&ffi<»i  was,  in  itsipa(£ige  through  lP-arliament»  feondtobeib 
complicated,  that  it  was  exj]»edient  to  .give  it  up,  *'  to  tax  on  col- 
ktend  AiecefficAi."  It  was  taken  for  thefum  <^  x  40,000!.  and  net 
'havii^,  -as  4t  was  my  intention  to  do,  provided  another  tax  in  its 
fooffv  it  is  now  -my  duty  to  make  up  £>r  that  deficiency^  but  ^of 
oourfe  this  is  -not  a  fum  lo  be  taken  as  any  part  of  the  «xpence  of 
tbe-correRt.ye^. 

The  tetal  (jf  the  aimuity  to  be  ratfcd  by  ^nbw  btfydem  on  the 

people  for  tliefe  diftinA  heads  therefore  is  —  a;zz3,oool. 

Ibut  from  this  ainoanc  I  havp  to  dedudl  the  fum  which  the  £aft- 
Iiklia  Company  have  engaged  to  pay,  naitfely,  intercft  on 
'a ,ooo>oooi.'of  ^he  rfbove  loto  ft^r  ftiuryears,  I  have  to  de- 
dnA^lwrefbfc  —  — ^  -*       ir2,DO0l& 

\laking  the  fum  to  be  railed  by  annual  taxes  —  2,1  io>oo«l. 

i  ihould  not  think  that  I  had  attained  my  obje<5t  by  the  eng^ment 
of  the  'India  Con^pany  to  advance  this  for  four  years,  thopghrun- 
Idoubt^y  it  is  a  very  handfome  fum,  if  afterwards  it  was  to  be  left 
afloat,  and  might  come  to  be  provided  for  at  that  period.  But  I 
have-fecent  information  that  it  is  to  be  recommended  to  the  Court  of 
l^iieaofs,  and  by  them  to  the  General  Court,  that  the  Company 
ihall  undertake  *to; pay  this  fum  annually  during  the  remainder ^f 
their  ocifUng  charter.  They  certainly  cannot  undertake  more  libe^ 
rallji,  'and  it  is  a  handfome  and  becoming  return  on  their  part  for 
Che  proteiSHon  which  they  received  from  the  country  in  the  moment 
of  their  pwflure,  that  they  thus  come  forward  to  contribute  fo  libe^ 
XBlly  to  the. public  fervice. 

My  next  duty  is  to  enumerate  the  particulars  of  the  taxes  t)y 

which  it  is  propofed  *to  defray  the  heavy  burden  which  it  becomes 

neceiikVy  to  in^pofc,  in^rder  to  meet  the  exigency  of  our  fituation. 

^his  i»'^  painful,  but  -at  the  fame  time  indlfpenfable  part  of  my 
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duty!  and  I  truft  that wc  (hall  nol  ihriiik  from  perfernung  this  duty 
in  its  full  extent,  from  any  inconvenienoe  which  it  may  preient,  to 
our  conftituents,  far  lefs  to  ourfelves ;  that  we  (hall  not  fail  to  givt 
a  pledge  to  Europe  that  we  have  both  fpirit  and  refixiroes  to  look 
our  fituation  in  the  face,  and  to  provide  for  every  enneigenqf  wfaidi 
may  arife  in  the  prefent  canted.     While  I  talk  thu8»  it  is  not  be- 
caufe  I  feel  the  hardfhip  on  others  to  be  fmall ;  on  myiclf  nioft 
aflfuredly  I  feel  it  to  be  great.     Every  additional  burden  which  it  is 
neceflary'to  impoTe  ujnn  the  country  is  undoubtedly  a  new  fubfed 
of  regrrt.     But  at  the  fame  time  it  is  with  peculiar  fiitisfadion  I  re* 
fled,  that  the  period  at  which  I  am  now  fpeaking  is  pregnant  with 
a  thoufand  circumftances,  which  at  once  proclaim  the  inexhauftiUe 
refourcesy  and  the  unconquered  fpirit  of  the  Biiti(|i  nation.    At  fudi 
a  period  I  may  confidently  come  forward  without  diiguifing  the 
burdens  which  the  exigency  of  the  crifis  requires,  and  at  the  fame 
time  without  afieding  to  treat  them  as  light«— Light  indeed  they  can- 
not be  conlidered,  except  they  be  fo  reprefented  in  comparifbn  with 
the  immenfe  importance  of  die  objeAs  of  the  conteft-r^and  in  oom- 
parifon  with  thofe  unnatural  and  violent  means  which  have  been 
employed  by  the  enemy,  and  hava  almoft  exhaufted  thdr  refburoes. 
I  would  not  do  my  duty  if  I  did  not  propofe  fuch  ol:je8s  of  taxa- 
tion as  may  appear  fufficient  to  meet  the  fcale  of  expenditure  fer 
which  it  becomes  neceiTary  to  provide.     At  the  fame  time  I  am 
well  aware  that  thefc^  objeds  will  admit  of  much  difcuilion,  and 
that  they  cannot  be  fully  coniidered,  or  fairly  examined,  in  the  firft 
inftance.     Their  particular  confideratkm  muft  neceifarily  be  the 
'  fiibjedi  of  future  debate.     I  have  therefore  to  deprecate  all  haAy 
obje^ions,  and  to  folicrt  from  the  candour  of  gentlemen,  diat  they 
will,  at  leai^,  forbear  to  cavil  at  any  objeA  of  texadon  which  I  may 
propofe,  unlefs  they  are  confident  that  diey  are  acquainted  with  and 
can  propofe  a  better  fubftitute.     Where  taxes  are  to  be  raifcd  to  fo 
confiderable  an  amount,  as  in  die  prefent  inftance,  it  ii  impoflible  ID 
provide  adequate  means,  which  will  not  be  liable  to  much  obje£Kon. 
But  though  it  will  be  impoflible  to  avoid  particular  objedions,  it 
feems  upon  the  whole  to  be  the  910ft  fair  and  unexcepticmable  prin- 
ciple of  taxation,  that  the  more  generally  the  burdens  are  difiufed> 
the  more  likely  will  they  be  to  be  equal.     If  we  have  fcen  the  re- 
venue of  this  country,  even  under  circumfiances  the  mod  unfavonr- 
'  able,  fo  rapidly  accumulated  and.  drawn  from  fuch  various  channel^ 
we  may  furely  look  with  confidence  to  the  capability  of  die  country 
to  bear  thofe  further  burdens  which  will  be  required  in  the  prefent 
moment.     It  has  fiirely  (hewn  a  degree  of  cnergj\  even  more  than 
fufficient  to  encounter  all  the  difficulties  of  the  crifis.     K^  af&r  all 
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the  diftreflcs  of  the  laft  war,  the  burdens  of  which  were  at  the  time 
fo  feverdy  felt,  and  which  fcemcd  almoft  to  have  exhauftcd  the  rc- 
fources  of  the  country,  the  revival  of  tlie  revenue  in  the  firft  years 
of  peace  was  fo  rapid — if  within  a  few  years  it  has  attained  a  ftatc 
fo  flourifhing,  and  if  w*,  from  the  unfortunate  experience  of  fome 
years  of 'war  have  been  enabled  to  afcertain  that  it  has  now  arrived 
at  that   degree  of  folidity  and  permanency,  fo.  as.  to  leave  the  old 
fources  of  the  national  income  untouched,  and  even  (hew  itfclt  ecjiial 
to  produce  new,  certainly  we  may.  look  forward  with  confidence  to 
profperity  beyond  all  tftimate  on  the  reftor;ition  of  the  bleflings  of 
peace*      In  the  mean  time  the  moil:  equal  principle  of  taxation  will 
be  to  render  tlie  objed^s  as  diffufe  as  pofilbtc.     And  with  thijiview 
I  propofe  to  fcledl  a  few  of  the  different  branches  of  the  exifting  re- 
venue \Thich  feem  bcft  calculated -for  the  purpofc,  in  order  to  pro- 
vide the  additional  taxes  neccflary  for  the  fervice  of  the  year. 

The  firft  branch  of  the  revenue  which  I  mean  to  propofe  to  yojiir 
attention  is  undoubtedly  one  of  the  mod  in^iportant,  and  which  has 
appeared  to  me*  particularly  eligible  as  a  fource  of  fupply  on  the  prc;^  ^ 
fcnt  occafion — 1  allude  to  that  branch  of  revenue  which  has  arifen 
from  the  cxcife.     The  taxes  drawn  from  this  quarter  have  in  every 
inftance  been  fo  fuccefsful  as  to  give  us  confidence  with  refped  to  any 
new  experiment  ^hich  we  may  be  induced  to  make.    The  firft  ob- 
je£{' which  I  mean  to  fuggeft  is  one  which  at  different  times  has 
occupied  the  attention  of  the  Houfe,  and  occafioned  confiderable  dif-  . 
cuflion —  I  mean  the  article  of  tea.    Notwithfbnding  the  additional 
duty  lately  impofed  on  this  article,  the  fales  of  laft  year  at  the  India 
Houfe  have  confiderably  exceeded  thofe  of  any  former  year,  both 
in  refpc6t  of  quantity  and  of  quality  and  value.     It  is  evident  that 
the  confumption  is  greatly  increafed,  and  is  now  univerfally  preva- 
lent.     This  circumftance  pointed  out  the  propriety  of  a  fmall  addi- 
tional tax.     From  the  cxtcnfive  confumption  of  the  article,  this  tax 
muft  be  immenfely  difFufed,  and  therefore  can  only  be  felt  in  a  tri- 
fling degree  by  any  individual.     Small,  however,  as  that  proportion 
might  be,  it  is  ftill  my  intention  thatthis  tax  (hall  in  no  degree  be 
allowed  to  bear  hard  on  the"  lower  clafTes  of  the  community.      I 
mean,  therefore,  to  exempt  from  the  operation  of  this  tax,  the  whole 
of  that  coarfer  fort  of  tea,  which,  I  underftand,  to  be  the  common 
beverage  of  the  poorer  clafTes,  and  which  at  the  India  falcs,  does  not 
exceed  two  (hillings  per  pound.  It  may  be  urged  that  any  additional 
tax  on  tea  will  have  the  effeft  to  encourage  fmuggling.    At  the  fame 
time  it  may  be  remarked  that  the  c(^rfe  fpcciesof  tea,  which  is  ex- 
prefsly  exempted  from  the  operation  of  the  tax,  is  the  rnoft  cafily 
fmuggled,  the  leaft  liable  to  be  damaged,  and  alfo  the  moll  likely  to 
Vol,  I  Mm 
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be  an  object  of  confumption  among  the  lower  clailes,  who  inhabir 

the  coaft.     This  additional  tax  I  propofe  to  rate  at  i  o  per  cent,  en 

the  value  of  the  article,  and  if  we  attend  to  the  circumftancesof  the 

additional  importation  and  the  great  incrcafe  of  the  (ales,  we  imj 

reafonably  expeA  that  the  return  will  be  amply  produAivp.     I  m 

aware  that  at  former  periods  it  has  been  found  expedient  to  adop 

meafurcs  of  an  entirely  different  tendency]^  which  at  the  time  un* 

doubtedly  were  highly  beneficial.     But,  though  we  owe  the  bcndt 

of  the  fuppreflion  of  illicit  trade  to  the  low  price  to  which  tea  ms 

reduced  by  former  proceedings  of  the  Legiflature,  it  by  no  mcari 

follows  that  it  is  ftill  ncceflary  to  continue  the  fame  policy.    There 

is  not  the  fame  danger  to  be  apprehended  firom  the  attempts  d 

Smugglers  after  their  capital  has  been  withdrawn,  their  habits  broken, 

and  fuch  regulations  adopted,  as  muft  operate  as  an  effedual  bar  to 

their  future  practices.     If  the  return  of  peace  tend  to  diminifli  &it 

rifque  of  fmugglers,  at  the  fame  time  it  will  fo  reduce  the  chaigcf 

of  the  India  Company  as  will  enable  them  to  lower  their  prices. 

Taking  the  additional  duty  on  tea  at  the  rate  of  lo  per  cent,  on  the 

average  of  the  fales  of  three  years,  it  would  amount  to  240,000!. 

An  additional  duty  on  Sales  by  AucVion  of  two-pence  halfjpennf 
in  the  pound  on  Sales  of  Eftates,  and  three-pence  on  all  Sales  c^ 
Furniture,  Goods  and  Merchandize,  will  pioduce  4o,oool. 

An  additional  duty  of  is.  per  1 000  on  all  Bricks  made  in  Grea^ 
Britain,  I  effimate  at  36,000!. 

There  is  another  article,  which  I  have  to  fubitiit  to  the  Commii- 
'  tee,  which  fuggcfts  nearly  the  fame  confiderations  as  the  additions! 
duty  on  tea.  One  confiderable  duty  has  already  been  gained  on 
this  article,  and  the  confumption  is  fo  pernicious,  that  with  refpc3 
to  this  article  no  man  could  wi(h  that  tlierc  (hould  be  any  limits  to 
'  the  duty,  fo  far  as  are  confident  with  tlie  means  of  fafely  ooUcdii^ 
it.  So  long  as  the  confumption  continues  to  a  confiderable  extent, 
an  addition  to  the  duty  mufi  be  confidcred  as  highly  eligible  in  ever? 
view  of  policy  and  morals.  I  propofe  to  raife  the  duty  on  fpirits  ia 
^e  fame  proportion  as  before,  viz.  one  penny  on  every  g2(Uon  d 
wafh,  amounting  to  five-pence  on  every  gallon  of  Britifii  fpints. 
The  duty  on  foreign  fpirits  will  be  advanced  in  the  fame  proportion. 
•Tf^e  total  amount  on  Britilh  and  foreign  fpirits  I  eftimate  at  the 
(um  of  2io,oool. 

Another  circum(hmce  I  have  to  mention,  muft  be  fatisfadory, 
fo  far  as  it  prefents  a  new  and  eligible  mode  of  fupply,  and  yet  mui^ 
occafion  no  fmall  decree  of  aftonifhment  in  the  Committee*— the 
circumftance  to  which  I  allude  refpe6\s  the  ftate  of  the  DiftilJCTics 
in  Scotland*     The  mode  of  collecting  the  duty  on  fpirits  in  il vt 
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quarter  has  been  by  a  duty  on  the  contents  of  the  ftill.     The  fum 
raifed  in  this  way,  in  the  firft  inflance,  was  To  incondderable  as  not 
to  deferve  to  be  mentioned.     By  the  lad  regulation  it  amounted  to 
a  fum  of  e^hteen  pounds,  and  had  altogether  produced  a  fum  of  one 
huTKlred  thoufand  pounds.    On  calculating  the  amount  of  the  quan- 
tity of  fpirits  diftilled  in  that  country,  ftill  the  duty  \^s  found  very 
inadequate  to  that  which  fublided  on  the  fame  quantity  in  Engliand. 
The  dlfproportion  is  fo  very  greats  as  ought  not  to  be  fuffercd  to 
continue.     I  have  had  reprefentations  from  the  moft  refpedtable 
people  in  Scotland,  fuggefting,  that  cither  with  a  view  to  the  morals 
of  the  people,  or  on  fair  grounds  af  policy,  the  prefent  was  a  mod 
eligible  objed  of  revenue.     While  a  duty  of  eighteen  pounds  has 
been  charged  on  the  contents  of  a  ftill  through  the  reft  of  Scotland, 
only  a  fum  of  two  pounds  ten  fiiillings  has  been  charged  on  the  fame 
contents  in  the  Highlands.     The  propriety  of  this  exemption  has 
been  urged  from  various  local  confiderations — the  nature  of  the  foil, 
the  grain  produced,  &c.      It  may  be  proper  to  difcufs,  whether  this 
exemption  (hould  be  allowed  to  continue  in  its  full  extent  ?  and 
M'hethcr  the  reafons  which  have  formerly  been  urged,  ought  to  be 
allowed  the  fame  weight  in  the  prefent  moment  ?     The  fmalleft 
fum  which  I  propofe  to  lay  on  the  ftills  through  the  reft  of  Scotland,' 
is  triple  the  prefent  duty  of  18I.  on  the  licence.     Notwithftanding 
this  increafe,  the  duty  will  not  be  equal  to  the  proportion  of  duties 
in  England.   The  fum  arifing  from  this  increafed  duty  on  the  ftills  . 
I  eftimate  at  300,0001.     Even  if  the  effecl  ftiOuld  be  to  leflfen 
the  confumption  of  fpirits,  ftill  the  revenue  will  not  fuffer  in  any 
material  degree.     This  diminution  muii  occalion  greater  confump* 
tion  of  malt  liquor,  and  in  this  way  will  equally  contribute  to  pro- 
^  mote  the  interefts  of  the  revenue,  while  it  will  have  a  much  more 
beneficial  tendency  with  refpe£l  to  the  health  and  morals  of  the 
people. 

The  next  tax  I  mention  with  regret,  becaufe  it  will  fall  in  fome 
degree  on  the  lower  clafTes  of  the  people,  though  it  is  one  which^  on 
the  whole,  fccms  to  be  a  proper  objeft  of  taxation.  I  inean  an  ad- 
ditional tax  of  2s.  6d.  on  every  hundred  weight  of  fugar.  This  I 
calculate  will  amount  to  a  fum  of  28o,oool. 

On  brimftone,  bar  iron,  oil  of  olives,  ftaves, '  I  propofe  to  lay  an 
addition  of  ten  per  cent,  amounting  to  43,000!.  and  on  all  other 
cuftoms,  wines,  coals,  and  pri7e  goods  excepted,  a  new  duty  of  five 
per  cent,  amounting  to  i  io,oool. 

l*he  whole  of  thefe  duties  from  the  cuftoms  will  amount  to 
466,0001. 

A  noble  lord  formerly  impofed  a  duty  on  houfes;  taking  th« 

M  m  a         . 


number  of  wipdows  and  the  rent  as^the  criterion  of  the  fum  to  be 
paid.  This  laft  feemed  to  be  a  tolerably  fiiir  criterion  of  the  dif- 
ferent proportions  which  ought  to  be  contributed  by  each  individoal, 
as  it  might  in  general  be  fuppofed  that  the  rent  and  fize  of  d3c 
houfe  were  regulated  by  the  means  of  fubfiftencc  of  the  occupier. 
This  however  was  in  many  cafes  a  fallacious  conclufion.  In  foinc 
inl^nces  in  the  country  ihe  extent  of  a  houfe  was  found  to  be  a 
difadvantage.  The  poffcflion  of  an  old  large  manflon -houfe,  where 
it  was  accompanied  with  a  fmall  fortune,  fo  far  from  fuhjedif^ 
the  proprietor  to  additional  taxes,  ought  rather  to  operate  as  an  ex- 
emption. The  value  of  houfes  of  the  fame  fixe  was  to  be  efti- 
mated  not  fo  much  according  to  their  extent,  as  according  to  the 
circumflances  whh  which  they  were  connedled,  fuch  as  the  number 
of  fervants  kept,  and  the  amount  of  other  aflcffed  taxes  chaigcd  on 
the  occupier.  The  moft  equitable  mode,  therefore,  feemed  to  be 
to  levy  a  tax  in  proportion  to  the  other  affeffed  taxes,  as  rhefe  roi^t 
be  fuppofed  to  bear  a  more  certain  proportion  to  the  fortunes  of  the 
individuals.  The  number  of  fervants,  for  infhmce,  kept  in  a  houfe, 
will  in  general  correfpond  with  the  ftile  of  living  and  fortunes  of  the 
inhabitants.  The  fum  arifing  from  ^  tax  levied  in  this  way,  I 
calculate  will  amount  to  150,000!.  and  this  with  an  addition  to 
the  affeffed  taxes,  I  take  at  290,0001. 

The  conveyance  of,  articles,  which  from  the  prefent  advanced 
ftate  of  fociety,  is  put  on  fo  much  a  better  footing,  feems  to  prefent 
a  lair  objcd  of  taxation.      It  is,  undoubtedly, >but  juft  that  tbofe 
articles  (hould  be  made  to  contribute  to  the  public  fervice  in  return 
for  that  convenience  and  protcdtion  which  they  derive  from  the  pub- 
lic.     Letters  in  a  particular  manner  come  under  this  defcription. 
The  increafcd  facility  with  which  they  are  tranfmittcd  to  a  diftancc, 
and  the  great  convenience  afforded  to  correfpondcnce  in  confequcnce 
of  recent  improvements,  may  fairly  allow  that  fomething  (hould  be 
added  to  the  prefent  rate  of  poftage.      The  prefent  rate  of  charging 
letters  Is  firft  for  one,  tw-o  or  three  ftages  ;  it  then  goes  on  to  eighty 
miles,  and  from  that  to  one  hundred  and  fifty.     This  mode  rf 
charging  by  ftages  is  very  uriequal,   as  one  ftagc  confifts  of  more 
miles  than  another.     I  am  therefore  of  opinior^  that  it  will  be  a 
more  equitable  mode  to  charge  by  miles  than  by  ftages ;   I  alfo 
pTopofe  to  adopt  a  new  regulation  with  refpec^-  to  gradations,  and 
with  refpecS  to  tlic  bye  and  crofs  roads.     Thefc  regulations,  with 
an  additional  penny  to  be  paid  on  each  letter,  will,  according  to  the 
beft  calculation,  amount  to  about  2  50,000!. 

An  additional  diity  on  ftage  coaches  will  produce  6o,oool. 

The  conveyance  of  parcels  by  ftage  coaches  and  other  vehicles 
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is  alfo  a. fair  objcfi  of  taxation.  I  propofc  to  fubjed  them  to  a  fmall 
fiafnp  duty  on  booking  them,  which  will  afford  additional  fecurity 
to  the  conveyaiKC)  and  I  eflimate  will  produce  6o|OOol. 

The  only  other  tax  which  I  have  to  propofe  is  on  k  fpecies  of 
conveyance,  which  has  alfo  been  much  indebted  to  recent  improve- 
ments^— the  conveyance  by  inland  navigation.  This  accommoda- 
tion to  the  trade  and  induftry  of  the  country,  has  owed  much  to  the 
prote6iion  and  patronage  of  the  Lcgiflature.  To  it  the  proprietors 
have  been  indebted  for  the  pcrmiffion  to  employ  their  capital  in  a 
way  fo  beneficial  to  themftlves  and  the  public.  It  is  therefore  but 
fiir  that  while  the  extent  of  their  improvements  difcovers  their  in- 
crcafing  opulence,  the  Legiflature  (hould  apply  to  this  fource  of  prof- 
perity  for  afliftancc  to  the  exigencies  of  the  State.  It  is  propofed  to 
make  a  fmall  addition  to  the  tolls  already  charged  on  that  navigation 
amounting  to  about  one  eighth.  If  an  addition  had  b«en  made  to 
.  the  tax  on  infurancc  agamft  fire  and  water,  and  had  been  found 
fully  to  anfwer,  furely  thofc  individuals  who  derived  fo  much  ac- 
commodation as  well  as  a  confiderable  faving  from  this  new  mode 
of  conveyance,  might,  in  return  for  the  benefit  they  experienced,  be 
called  upon  to  contribute  a  fmall  proportion  to  the  exigencies  of  the 
State.  As  this  eighth  would  be  charged  only  on  the  exifting  tolls, 
all  the  exemptions  which  were  now  allowed,  would  ftill  be  permitted 
to  hold  good.     The  following  is  a 

RECAPITULATION  OP  THE-TAXES.        ^ 

EXCISE. 

I 

ip  per  Cent,  on  Teas  ■  ;^.  2  40,000 

lb  per  Cent,  on  Co£fee»  &c.  — —  30,000 

Auctions  ■  ■■  —        40,000 

Bricks  ^  —  —  36,000 

Spirits  -  ■  210,000 

Licences  on  Scots  Diftilleiy  '  300,000 

Total  of  Excifc  Duties  ;f.  8  5  6,000 

CUSTOMS. 

Sog^r           — —            —^           — ^ —  280,000 

Pepper                — 10,000 

10  per  Cent.  00  Brimftone,  Iron,  Olive  Oil  and 

Staves            —            '                   43«ooo 

5  per  Cent,  on  all  other  Cuftoms,  Prize  Goodsj  , 

Coals  and  Wine  excepted                 -  - —  1 1 0,000 

Other  Articles  on  Import,  focb  asStarcb,  Bricks,  &c.  23 ,000 

Total  of  Cuftoms  466,000 
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AfldTed  Taxes,  and  new  HoufeTix  ■                  296,003 

Regaiation  of  Stamps                    ■                        ■  *                 30^000 

Poftage  and  regulation  of  Poft  Office              350»ooo 

Stage  Coaches             — —              — -  ■     ■                6o,doo 

Stnnp  on  Parcels                             ■                   1  6o«ooo 

Canal  Navigation            —             —  *           ^  20,000 

Total  amount  of  new  Taxes  ■  2,138,000 

Amount  of  the  Annuity  to  be  raifcd  2,110,00^ 

Exceis  of  Taxes       28,000 

Such  arc  the  fources  from  which  I  propofe  to  draw  the  necefiary 
fun^s  to  provide  for  the  intereft  of  the  enormous  expence  of  the  year. 
I  am  not  infenfible  that  in  feveral  of  thefe  taxes  I  may  have  made 
an  erroneous  calculation^  and  have  extended  the  cftimate  of  the 
produce  beyond  what  it  may  ultimately  turn  out  to  be ;  in  thts^ 
however,  I  nru(t  the  Committee  will  believe  that  I  have  been  guided 
by  the  ftrifleft  regard  to  truth,  and  have  taken  the  beft  criterion 
that  was  in  my  power,  cxpctience,  for  my  guide.  In  thofe  taxes 
which  I  could  fubjcid  to  that  teft,  I  have  confidence  in  the  accuracy 
of  my  ftatement ;  in  thofe  which  are  untried  I  have  at  lead  been 
moderate  in  my  calculation.  I  am  happy  to  fay,  that  in  looking  at 
the  rcfources  of  the  country,  wc  have  a  right  to  have  confidence  in 
the  full  production  of  thcfe  duties.  They  are  difFufed  over  fo  many 
articles,  that  they  will  operate  with  equality,  and  yet  will  not  bear 
hard  on  the  dalles  of  the  poor.  If  we  look  at  the  produ^on  of 
the  permanent  taxes,  Wc  (hall  have  no  reafon  to  believe  that  the 
'war  has  materially  injured  the  fources  of  our  profperity. 

The  permanent  Revenue  for  the  year,  ending  j  ©th  O^ober, 

1796,  amounted  to ■■  14,012,003 

And  not  with  (landing  the  operation  of  the  new  duties  and  the 
influence  of  a  flate  of  war,  the  average  produce  of  thofe 
duties  for  the  laft  three  years,  Was  —  1 3»855,ooo 

On  the  fide  of  fupply,  I  have  taken  but  the  fum  of  3,000,000 
to  meet  the  farther  extraordinaries  for  the  year  1797,  though  the 
extraordinaries  for  the  laft  year  amounted  to  a  much  larger  fum. 
There  arc  two  grounds  for  my  not  thinking  it  riCceiTary  to  make  a 
larger  provifion  ;  there  were  many  articles  of  charge  in  1 796,  which 
will  not  recur  in  1797.  And  fecondly,  there  were  feveral  fums 
advanced  which  are  likely  to  be  repaid,  and  upon  which  wc  have  a 
right  to  calculate.  For  indance,  in  the  advances  of  1796,  made 
by  commiflioncrs  upon  oath  to  the  merchants  of  Greneda,  there  is 
the  fum  of  goo,oool.  which  we  have  a  right  to  believe  Was  ad- 
vanced upon  good  fccurity,  and  which  will,  no  doubt,  be  fpec<fily 
available  to  the  public. 
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Another  expcnccof  a  paHldular  nature  has  been  incurred  in- Ac 

interval  of  Parliament.      I  allude  to  aflidance  which  has  bebn 

* "  .  .   .  ' 

granted  to  the  Etnpcror,*  in  order  to  enable  him  to  carry  on  his  mili- 
tary operations.  '  That  the  expencc  of  the  country  has  been  fwelltd 
by  exertions  Which  have  been  fo  gallantly  fupported,  and  have  ter- 
minated fo  beneficially  to  the  common  caufc,  I  think  no  man  will 
r^et.  I  am  perfuadcd  no  man  will  be  of  opinion  that  we  ought 
to  have  withheld  from  a  brave  and  faithful  ally  the  afliftance  necef- 
fary  to  prcferve  his  independence,  and  to  reftore  him  to  glory.*  That 
aflifllahce  Mihifters  thought  proper  to  grant,  not  ignorant  of  the  re- 
fponfibility  which  they  thereby  incurred,  not  forgetting  their  own 
duty,  noir  fearful  of  the  event.  They  reflefled  that  in  the  critical 
fitua'tion  of  the  country  it  might  have  been  matter  of  extreme  delicacy 
to  have  brought  forward  a  public^  difcuflioil  on  the  propriety  of  ad- 
vancing a  fum  to  a  foreign  court ;  they  were  aware  of  the  alarm 
which  might  have  been  excited  by  any  propofition  to  fend  a  quantity 
of  (pecie  out  of  the  country.  It  is  well  known  that  a  generally  re- 
ccived  opinion  of  the  mifchief  which  may  be  attehdant  on,  a  m'eafure 
is  often  produdive  of  the  rbality.  The  confequence  of  difcuflSon 
might  have  been  to  have  fuggefted  the  grant  of  a  -fum  too'  fmall  for 
the  wants  of  our  ally,  or  too  large  for  the  means  of  the  country. 
ph  that  account  Minifters  dpclin^d  taking  the  opinion  of  Parliament. 
They  did  not  fo  far  yield  to  their  deiirc  of  aiding  the  Emperor,  a^i 
to  ftep  beyond  the  bounds  of  prudence,  noit  did  they  fo  tamely  (hfink 
from  their  own  refponfibility  as  to  withhold  that  afliftance  which 
they  deemed  to  be  eflentially  important  for  the  common  cfaufe.  A 
fum  of  about  twelve  hundred  thoufand  pbunds  has,  rbeiieve,  been 
allotted  to  his  Imperial  Msjefty.  A  future  opportunity  ^ill  hk  af- 
'ford<;d  for  the  difcuflion  of  this  particular  tooic,  which  it  was  not 
otherwife  neceflfaiy  for  me  to  mention  in  tl^e  prefent  inftance,  than 
becaufe  I  was  anxious  (hat  no  circumdance  coiineAed  wiA  the 
national  expenditure  (Vould  be  kept  back  on  this  bcbafiont  I  am 
convinced,  that,  to  have  withheld  the  affiftance  which  has  been 
granted,  would  have  been  to  havfe  fadriiiced  the  beft  hope  of  this 
country  for  bringing  the  prefent  conteft  to  a  fortunate  ifiue,  '  h  is 
rhy  intention,  if  this  condud  is  found  to  rrierit  your  appirbbMon, 
humbly  and  earneftly  to  claim  and  folicit  your  confidence  in  continu- 
ing^ the  fame  fyftem.  I  cannot,  for  the  reafons  I  have  already 
mentioned,  propofe  to  you  any  fpecific  fum  to  be  granted  to  his 
Imperial  Majefiy.  But,  if  you  think  proper  to  repofe  in  Minifters 
the  fame  confidence  in  granting  fuch  occafional  aid  as  they  may  fee 
to  be  neceflfary,  it  (hall,  on  their  part,  be  excrcifed  with  the  fiime 
ttution.     I  have  therefore  propoibd  a  fum  of  three  miUibns;  chiefly 
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with  a  view  of  enabling  Minifters  to  make  advan^  to  our  allies  if 
we  (hall  be  compelled  to  perfevere  in  the  war.  At  the  fame  time, 
we  are  not  to  confidcr  fuch  fums  as  loft  to  the  country.  We  have 
feen  too  many  of  thofe  qualities^  the  inherent  companions  of  good 
faith  and  honour,  difplayed  in  the  recent  exertions  of  his  Imperial 
Majefty  to  entertain  any  fufpicions  with  refpc£i  to  his  condud. 
And  we  may  confidently  hope  for  the  happieft  refult  in  the  prefcnt 
conteft  from  his  courage  and  perfeverance,  fed  by  our  refources  and 
fupported  by  our  conftancy.  On  this  ground  I  propofed  the  vote  of 
three  millions.  I  (hall  add  nothing  farther  on  the  fubje^l  of  army 
cxtraordinaries. 

On  the  fubjf  (3  of  navy  ^ebt,  it  was  my  defire  and  expe^ation, 
that  a  full  and  perfcd^  account  (hould  have  been  laid  upon  the  table, 
fo  as  to  have  given  to  the  Committee  a  diftindl  idea  of  the  whole 
amount  for  the  year.  I  find,  however,  that  the  account  ha$  not 
been  prcfentcd  entire.  I  am  able  to  ftatc  roundly  what  it  is  expedcd 
to  amount  to,  from  the  progrefs  that  has  been  already  made,  and 
as  it  is  laid  before  the  Houfe  :— 

The  net  amount  of  the  Navy  Debt  up  to  the  30th  Novem- 
ber appca  is  to  be  —  *— -  jC*5»i7i»ooo 

To  which  add«  as  the  probable  fum  to  the  51ft  December, 

1796        -TT —  1,000,000 

Add  to  this,  the  fum  cf  Navy  Debt  firft  funded  —  4,4.14,000 

And  the  amount  of  the  Navy  Debt  on  the  31ft  December, 

1796,  will  be  in  all  ■  20,585,000 

On  the  31ft  December,  1795,  it  amounted  to  —  12,362,000 

So  thaf  the  Debt  incurred  in  1796  is               ■  8,223,000 

I  forefaw  and  provided  for  ■'  •  4,000,000 

It  has  therefore  exceeded  my  cftimatc,  by  —  j^4> 2 23,000 

And  it  is  my  duty  to  explain  bow  this  excefs  has  happened ;  not  that 
I  mean  to  (heltcr  myfelf  from  the  imputation  of  error,  (b  difficult 
to  avoid  in  a  calculanon  fo  extremely  large ;  but  to  (hew,  as  far  as 
it  is  in  my  power,  that  it  arofc  from  circumftances  which  I  could 
neither  forefce  nor  prevent.  The  explanation  will  perhaps  fervc.  to 
convince  the  Committee  that  we  may  look  with  perfefl  reliance  to  a 
diminution  of  thcfe  cxpenccs  for  the  current  year. 

In  the  firft  place,  the  <xpence  of  tranfports  exceeded  the  fums 
which  I  had  imagined,  and  which  on  the  moft  mature  calculations, 
made  by  perfons  of  the  greareft  experience,  I  prefented  to  Parlia- 
ment, by  no  lefsafum  than  1,300,000!.  This  arofe  from  a  va- 
riety of  circumftances  which  no  human  forefight  could  anticipate, 
and  which,  though  the  moft  to  be  regretted^  are  thb  eafteft  to  be 
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cxcufed.  By  the  onfcrtiinate  viciflitudes  of  weather,  by  the  delays 
and  difafters  which  infortunately  happened  to  our  expeditions ;  by 
the  quantity  of  tranfporrs  that  were  neceffary  to  be  taken  up  in  con- 
fequencecf  tlicfc  things,  and  by  the  new  regulations  of  this  board 
ncr  being  brought  into  pcrfcd  ad^ivity. 

Another  head  pf  ex  pence  which  has  occurred,  and  which  if  was 
impDiTiblc  to  forefee,  was  the  fum  incurred  for  foreign  tranCports, 
in  order  to  bring  into  our  own  ports  ftores  and  provifionsj  which 
ipight  otherwife  have  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy  ;  for  the 
high  demurrage  which  we  have  been  obliged  to  pay,  and  to  which 
our  Courts  of  Admiralty,  however  reluctantly,  have  found  it  juft 
and  equitable  to  fubmit.  By  thcfe  caufes  the  cxpence  of  foreign 
tranfports,  demurrage,  &c.  hgve  amounted  to  900,00014 

Another  head  of  unforefeen  expcnce  was  the  unprecedented  dif- 
count  to  which  the  navy  bills  fell,  and  which  operated  fo  injurioufly 
upon  commerce  and  on  public  circulation.  On  this  head  of  dif- 
count  there  has  been  paid  no  lefs  than  the  fum  of  6 00, 00 oh 
Thus,  therefore,  the  Committee  will  fee  that  in  three  articles  only, 
which  it  was  impoQible  to  anticipate,  there  has  been  expended  near 
3,000, oool.  ;  and  when  they  take  into  their  farther  confideration 
the  circum(lan<fes  of  our  having  a  new  maritime  enemy  to  encoun- 
ter, and  alfu  a  threatened  invafion  to  repel,  for  which  meafures  of 
precaution  have  been  taken,  it  will  not  be  thought  that  the  fum  of 
4,2ot>,oool.  above  my  calculation  is  a  very  remarkable  error. 
The  practical  ufe  that  we  muft  draw,  however,  from  the  fadl  cer- 
tainly is,  not  to  avoid  all  ellimatcs,  but  to  make  our  edimatcs  with 
as  much  corre<^nefs  as  poflible,  but  at  the  fame  time  to  claim  a 
large,  though  difcreet,  indulgence  for  unforefeen  circumftances ;  and 
in  the  (latcmenc  of  the  fupply  I  think  I  have  made  ample  provifion 
jfbr  the  naval  exertions  of  the  year,  even  if  the  obftinacy  of  the 
enemy  (hould  oblige  us  to  continue  thofe  exertions  through  the 
whole  of  the  year.  The  Committee  will  recollefl:  that  there  hag 
been  already  voted— 

Under  the  head  of  Navy,               ■                    _  7,660,000 

To  which  I  added  the  farther  firm  of  1,500,000 

Making  together  the  fum  of        —         10,160,000 

And  to  this  I  now  add,  for  which  I  have  alTo  made  pro- 
vifion,  the  probable  fum  of         j—  ■•  ■■  3,ooOjOOO 

•  ' 

Total  of  Navy  for  the  year  17971  >  13,160,000 

When  the  Committee  will  fee,  if  they  deduft  the  funis  that  have 
been  paid  under  the  head  of  tranfports,  foreign  freights  for  the 
Vol,  L  N  n        -  ' 
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itringing.home  of  flour,  &c.  together  f^ith  demurragey  and  the 
amount  of  the  difcounts  on  the  navy  bills,  all  articles  which  are  nbt 
likely  to  recur,  is  fully  equal  to  the  expenditure  of  the  laft  year, 
^'hich,  with  all  thefe  unforcfeen  accidents,  was  15,212,000!.  In 
dating  thefc  eftinjatcs  I  have  endeavoured  to  bring  forward  to  the 
^icw  of  the  Committee  all  the  information  which  they  can  poflibly 
defire  on  the  fubje^^.  I  have  ftatcd  in  its  uimoft  extent  the  fcalc 
of  expenditure  which  it  may  be  neceffary  to  incur,  if  wx  £hall  fliU 
be  called  to  perfevcre  in  a  contcft  connected  with  our  honour,  our 
happinefs,  our  independence,  and  fafety.  I  truft  that  I  have  faid 
enough  on  this  topic,  and  that  if  the  alternative  (hould  be  prcfcntcd, 
the  Britifli  nation  w^ould  need  no  incentive  to  fupport  fuch  a  con- 
teft  with  vigour  and  pcrfeverance,  rather  than  fubmit  to  protradled 
mlfcry,  evaded  mifchicf,  and  certain  di%race.  Such,  undoubtedly, 
will  be  their  c'onduct,  if  thcv  wi(h  to  maintain  the  charadler  which 
they  inherit  from  their  anccftors,  or  to  tranfmit  the  privileges  their 
enjoy  undimiriiflicd  to  their  poftcrity.  In  this  period  of  the  war 
(God  grant  that  it  may  be  (hort !)  it  is  ftill  matter  of  much  congra- 
tulation, under  all  we  have  fufFercd,  under  all  the  accumulated  dif- 
ficulties arifing  from  a  conteil  as  unexampled  in  its  exertions,  as 
trdnfcendently  important  in  its  objcfts,  and  notwithftanding  the  vio- 
lent add  unnatural  means  employed  by  the  enemy,  that  by  cqppofing 
to  them  the  conftant  fruits  of  regular  induftry,  protcfled  by  a  (j'ftem 
of  civil  order,  We  have  been  able  to  meet  the  exigency  of  the  crifis, 
and  to  provide  ample  rcfources  for  every  branch  of  the  public  fcr- 
yice.  If  after  four  years  of  war,  not  only  the  jKrmanent  revenue 
is  riot  effected,  but  cVen  the  new  taxes  are  found  to  be  fully  produc- 
tive, if  the  ilatc  of  internal  induftry  and  domcftic  improvement  ex- 
liibit  a  picture  of  profperity,  which  wouW  amate  incredulity,  if  it 
did  not  addrcfs  itfclf  to  obfcrvation,  we  have  furely  great  and  folid 
ground  of  fatisfat^iori.  I  have  foritierly  had  occafion  to  dcfcribc 
tile  highly  flourirtiing  fituation  of  our  commerce,  whicli  even  under 
circumftances  the  moft  unfavourable  has  increafed  with  aftonifhing 
and  unexampled  rapidity.  It  is  with  infinite  pleafure  I  am  en- 
abled to  ftate  that  the  receipts  of  die  laft  quarter  fully  confirm  the 
fymptoms  of  our  growing  profperity  ;  and  if  thofe  of  the  other  quar- 
ters increafc  in  the  fame  proportion,  the  whole  export^  for  the  year 
will  amount  to  thirty  millions.  This  flourifhing  ftate  of  our  aHairs 
ou^ht  not  to  lefTen  our  moderation,  pr  abate  our  defitc  for  peace. 
But  that  peace  is  not  worthy  of  the  name  which  is  not  calculated  to 
afford  internal  and  external  fecurity,  to  prcferve  to  us.  the  blefTii^s 
of  oar  Conftitution,  to  ptoteft  the  operations  of  our  induftry,  and  to 
maintain  th^  dignity  of  the  Briti(h  chara£ler  among  foreign  nations. 
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It  is  the  reftoration  of  fuch  a  peace  which  alone  is  truly  defirable, 
and  in  feeking  whichj  we  ought  jto  be  careful  not  to  miftake  the 
phantom  for  the  reality.  I  beg  pardon  for  not  being  able  to  with- 
hold the  expreflion  of  my  feelings  on  this  fubjeft.  They  are  feel- 
ings which  want  not  to  be  enforced  by  words.  They  are  the  feel- 
ings of  the  Briti(h  nation  fpoken  by  fubftantial  2&s,  evinced  by  the 
moft  unequivocal  difplays  of  zeal,  the  moil  liberal  exertions  in  aid 
of  the  public  caufc,  and  fupported  by  powerful  and  ample  refources. 
It  is  my  moft  fervent  wiOi  that  the  fpirit  of  Britain  may  be  an  e%- 
ample  to  other  countries,  that  her  refources  may  ever  keep  pace  with 
her  zeal,  and  her  prefcrvance  be  crowned  with  the  moft  diftingui(hed 
fucccfs.  I  now  move  that,  towards  raifing  the  fupply  granted  to 
His  Majefty,  the  fum  of  18,000,000  be  raifcd  by  annuities. 

Mr.  GREY  feid,  that  at  a  time  when  the  enormous  burdens 
with  which  the  country  was  already  loaded,  required  the  utmoft  vigi- 
lence  and  caution  which  the  reprcfcntativcs  of  the  people  could  ex- 
ercife,  and  when  fo  great  an  additional  weight  was  to  be  impofed,  he 
hoped  the  Houfe  would  recolledl  the  important  duties  which  their 
iituation,  as  guardians  of  the  public  purfe,  called  upon  them  to 
«difcharge,  and  which  ought  to  induce  a  minute  examination  of  the 
unexampled  expenee  which  had  diftingui(hed  a  war  the  moft  dif- 
aftrous  in  which  this  country  had  ever  been  engaged,  a  war  which 
he  had  eycr  thought  was  equally  deteftable  in  its  principles,  as  it 
threatened  to  be  dangerous  in  its  confcquences.  Much  as  he  ad- 
mired the  eloquence  with  which  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had 
adorned  the  falfe  and  deceitful  ftalements  he  had  made,  he  ihould 
be  forry  if  it  could  fo  far  blind  the  Houfe  to  the  duty  they  owed 
their  conftituents,  as  to  induce  them  to  lay  on  the  burdens  that  were 
propofed  without  inquiring  how  the  expenee  was  incurred,  and 
adopting  meafures  by  which  the  extravagance  which  prevailed  in  the 
pidbllc  expenditure  might  in  future  be  checked.  To  night  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  had  introduced  topics  fomewhat  different 
from  thofe  upon  which  he  had  ufually  inTifted.  He  had  now 
thought  proper  to  adopt,  as  the  criterion  of  national  profperity,  an 
account  of  the  exports  and  imports,  and  upon  this  proof  he  had 
refted  the  'triumphant  concluGons  he  had  deduced.  Laft  year  this 
flandard  had  never  been  mentioned ;  it  was  the  iacility  of  raiiing 
moncy>  it  was  the  low  rate  of  intcreft,  upon  which  a  loan  could  be 
negociared,  upon  which  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  placed 
the  proofs  of  the  flourifhing  ftate  of  our  finances,  and  the  undimi- 
nifhed  vigjour  of  our  refources  Now  he  had  not  faid  a  word  of 
the  plenty  of  money,  or  of  the  low  rate  of  intcreft.  Indeed  with 
what  propriety,  with  what  decency  could  he  have  held  that  language, 
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when  the  Hotife  would  recollect  that  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer adtually  had  it  in'contemplation  to  adopt  that  expedient,  againfi 
which  he  had  fo  often  "declaimed  with  fo  much  vehemence — that  a 
forced  loan  was  in  agitation,  and  that  this  threat  was  actually  con- 
tained in  a  letter  from  the  right  honourable  gentleman  to  the  Go- 
vernor of  the  Bank*,  in  order  to  accelerate  the  raifing'of  the  fupplies 
for  the  prefent  year.  But  now  it  feemed  that  it  was  from  a  com- 
parifon  of  the  imports  and  exports  that  the  extent  of  our  profpenty 
was  to  be  determined.  -  He  had  occafion,  however,  to  examine  the 
account  alluded  to,  and  he  had  been  told  in  that  Houfe,  that  the  ex- 
ports and  imports  did  by  no  means  afccrtain  the  real  ftate  of  our 
commerce,  or  fupport  the  conclufion  of  our  profperit)'.  The  very 
account  itfclf  muft  fliow  that  any  inference  founded  upon  it  is  er- 
roneous. Thirty  millions  appeared  to  be  the  amount  of  our  ex- 
ports, of  which  one  fifth  was  coffee.     This  was  the  important  do- 

*  T/jf  following  is  the  litter  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  kert 

referred,  to  by  Mr,  Grey : 

**  GENTLEMEN,         Downing- ft rcct,  Wedncfday,  Nov.  30,  1796. 

*'  Under  the  pc^fent  circa mftances,  it  feems  of  peculiar  importance  chat 
a  mode  (hould  be  adopted  for  the  providing  for  the  fervice  ot  the  cnfuing 
year«  without  incurring  fo  heavy  an  annual  charge,  and  fo  great  an  in- 
creafe  of  capital  as  would  attend  a  Loan  made  in  the  accuftomed  manner  ar 
the  prefent  price  of  the  funds. 

'*  With  tl.is  view,  it  is  in  contemplation  to  propofe  to  Parliament,  that 
all  perfons  pofleflfcrd  of  a  certain  income,  (hould  be  reqaired  to  lend  a  cer- 
tain proportion  of  it,  fay  onc-fourth,  to  be  repaid  at  the  period  and  on  the 
terms  ftated  in  ihe  inclofed  memorandum. 

**  There  is  great  rcafon  to  hope  that  many  perfons  poffcffed  of  confidcr- 
able  income,  both  in  the  Capital  a^d  in  the  Country,  will  be  induced, 
without  waiting  for  this  meafure  being  enforced,  voluntarily  to  contribute 
in  a  larger  proportion  than  would  be  required  of  them  ;  but  the  extent  of 
fuch  a  contribution  will,  in  a  great  degree,  depend  upon  the  cffeft  of  ex- 
ample, and  particularly  on  the  degree  of  countenance  which  the  meafure 
may  receive  from  the  Bank. 

•'  I  will  requeft  the  favour  of  you,  to  lay^  thefe  confiderations  before 
the  Court  of  Dire^ors  in  the  firft  inftance,  and  after,  if  they  think  fit, 
before  the  Court  of  Proprietors,  and  to  expreft  my  earnefthope,  th.^.tfroin 
their  zeal  for  the  public  fervice,  and  their  fenfe  of  the  importance  of  the 
prefent  crilis,  they  will  not  be  difinclined  to  take  the  lead  in  a  meafure 
which  muft  have  the  moft  beneficial  efted  on  public  credit,  and  the  moft 
evident  tendency  to  accelerate  the  reftoration  of  peace  on  fecure  and  ho« 
nourable  terms. 

**  I  have  the  honour,  kc*  &c«  &c. 

«  W.  PITT.** 

To  the  Governor  and  Deputy 
Governor  of  the  Bank  of 
England* 
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cumenty  then,  upon  which  we  were  to  be  amufed  with  lofty  ftate- 
mcnts  of  our  incrcafing  wealth  and  unimpaired  refources.  While 
fix  millibns  were  Rated  as  the  amount  of  the  export  of  coffee,  only 
two  or  three  were  ftated  as  the  amount  of  the  importsr— and  yet, 
upon  fuch  a  paper  as  this,  was  the  true  fituation  of  the  country  to 
be  afcertarned  !  ITie  right  honourable  gentleman  had  profeffed  a 
Cncere  defire  of  ftating  every  article  of  the  public  expcnce,  that  as 
fer  as  poflible  he  might  meet  it  with  a  fuitablc  provifion.  Thij 
was  the  language  which  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  em- 
ployed in  bringing  forward  every  budget,  and  this  profeflTion  of  fin- 
cerity  in  the  defign  had  generally  been  accompanied  with  a  failure 
in  the  execution.  Laft  year  the  fame  defire  of  ftating  every  expencc, 
and  covering  it  with  a  proper  provifion,  had  been  profeffed,  and 
what  was  the  refult  ?  The  navy  debt  might  ftand  for  an  example. 
He  profeffed  to  bring  every  thing  forward  ^  he  had  examined  cveiy 
itcn>  of  the  navy  debt ;  this  article  had  gone  beyond  his  expectations, 
and  the  other  would  not  again  occur,  and  his  conclufion  was,  that  a 
faving  this  year  would  in  all  probability  enfue.  In  December,  then, 
a  fum  of  1,500,0001.  was  provided;  inftead,  however,  of  this 
provifion  being  found  adequate,  after  having  perfuaded  the  Houfc 
to  refijfe  every  inquiry  that  was  propofed,  and  to  refign  every  power 
of  controul  with  which  it  was  inverted,  the  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman again  came  forward  in  April,  when  he  had  obtained  more 
complete  means  of  afcertaining  what  the  public  exigencies  would 
demand,  and  after  more  than  three  months  of  the  year  had  elapfed, 
and  declared  that  four  millions  would  be  ncceffary.  Upon  this  oc- 
cafion  he  had  again  urged  the  neceffity  of  providing  for  the  fupplies, 
by  fairly  ftating  their  probable  amount,  and  again  it  appeared  that 
fo  far  from  this  ftatemcnt  being  correct,  it  did  not  amount  to  one 
half  of  the  real  extent  of  the  navy  debt.  "  Now  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  had  upon  the  prcfent  occafion  taken  to  pieces  a  variety  of 
articles  of  the  account,  repeating  the  fame  comments  which  he  had 
ufed,  ftating  that  many  of  them  would  not  occur  next  year,  that 
many  arofe  from  temporary  caufes,  and  in  fpitc  of  the  fallacy  with 
which  in  former  inftances  this  reafoning  had  been  attended,  in  defi- 
ance of  the  experience  of  what  had  fo  ffecjuently  happened,  hi 
again  eftimated  the  amoqjtit  of  this  fervice  at  three  millions  below  the 
fum  to  which  laft  year  it  had  amounted.  The  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman faid,  that  he  muft  here  aA  upon  probable  opinion,  and  doub't- 
lefs  in  fuch  cafes  this  muft  to  a  certain  degree  be  the  rule  ;  but  when 
it  was  found  every  year  that  the  amount  of  the  fum  calculated  was 
Incrcafed,  it  was  natural  that  experience  (hould  have  pointed  out  a 
dil&rent  mode  of  proceeding ,  and  induced  the  right  honourable 
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gentleman  to  come  forward  and  ftate  fuch  increafe  as  an  orpence 
which  it  was  not  difficult  to  fee,  and  which  it  was  proper  to  provide 
for.     Notwithdanding  all  the  reafonings  he  had  employed^  and  aB 
the  probabilities  6f  diminution  he  had  urged,  the  navy  debt  had  ex- 
ceeded his  ftatemcnts  ;  and  he  (hould  therefore  have  concluded,  that 
if  fome  articles  which  had  not  been  expe£ted  had  accrued  this  year, 
and .  were  not  again  tb  be  expe£Ved,  there  might  others  be  found 
which  likewife  had  not  been  forcfeen.     Every  war  had  difplaycd 
the  danger  and  the  falfehood  of  fuch  calculations^  confirnied  by 
what  the  right  honourable  gentleman's  own  experience  fug^iled  ; 
and  it  was  his  duty,  therefore,  to  have  obferved  the  Conftitutionai 
node  of  making  proviiion  for  every  expence  which  was  likely  to  oc- 
cuTy  a  mode  which  at  once  fecured  the  intereft  of  the  public,  and 
preferved  the  proper  funftions  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons.     The 
limi  required  for  the  fervice  of  the  prefent  year  was  27,640,000!. 
Here,  however,  he  mud  complain  of  the  prad^ice  of  bringing  for- 
ward the  ways  and  means  before  the  Houfe  could  be  acquainted 
with  the  amount  of  the  cxpences  of  the  preceding  year.      Such  a 
pradtice  was  highly  unconftitutional,   for  it  prevented  the  Houfe 
horn  cxcrciiing  its  powers  of  controul,  and  enforcing  that  econocaj 
which  it  was  bound  to  exercife       Upon  the  eighteen  millions  bor- 
K>wed,  there  would  be  a  difcount  for  prompt  payment  of  a  00,00  ol. 
which  had  not  been  taken  notice  of,  [Here  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  obfervf^d,  that  it  was  not  uTually  put  in.J     Mr.  Grey 
6ointinued,  that  this  was  not  of  any  importance  to  the  general  argu- 
ment he  fupported.     He  maintained  that  ^very  thing  of  which  any 
cdimate  could  be  formed,  ought  to  be  included  in  the  (latements  of 
the  expence  of  the  year,  and  properly  provided  for.     There  were 
a  few  obfervations  which  he  had  alio  to  make  upon  the  amount  ef 
Ihe  taxes  impofcd,  and  their  fitnefs  to  meet  the  public  exigencies. 
It  was  his  opinion,  that  the  taxes  laid  on  fince  the  war  were  inade- 
qictte  to  the  debt  that  liad  been  funded  ;  and  upon  a  comparifon  of 
the  different  fums  borrowed,  with  the  amount  of  the  taxes  provided 
for  the  payment  of  the  intcrcft,  a  deficiency  appeared  upon  the  whole 
of  37  2,oool.     This  would  evidently  appear  upoh  a  comparifon  of 
the  d^ercnt  fums  of  intereft  which  had  been  ilatcd  each  year  iince 
the  war,  with  the  produce  of  the  taxes  which  had  been  impofcd  for 
the  payment. 

In  1793,  the  fum  toberaifcd  was     252,812!.  prodace,   t^^fiSx 

1794-  -  -  773»334  7^3.5^4 

i79y  -  -  1,227,115  1,295,59a 

1796  -  -  »*S34,354  1,05,228 
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In  which  ftatement  it  was  to  be  obferved,  diat  in  the  product  of 
die  year  1795  was  deduced  2oo,oool.  ftock  in  hand  of  the  wuie 
duty,  and  40,000!.  from  the  regulation  of  franking,  but  upon  the 
whole,  there  Was  the  deficiency  of  372,000!.  Allowing,  how- 
ever, for  what  liad  been  diverted  to  the  payment  on  account  of  the 
Spanifh  armament,  there  would  remain  th^  permanent  deficiency 
of  37  2,oooL  which  he  had  fiat^d.  If  then  it  was  confidered  that 
the  wine  tax  would  not  be  fo  produflive  in  future  as  it  had  been  in 
1 7 96,  becaufe  the  pr6duce  of  the  fiock  in  hand  was  to  be  deduced, 
as  no  provifion  was  made  for  the  315,000].  intereft  of  the  old 
nAvy  debt,  and  as  intereft  was  to  be  provided  for  thofe  funded  in 
OSober,  it  would  be  neceffary  to  provide  for  thefe  before  the  ri^t 
honourable  gentleman  could  fay  that  the  public  expences  were  fiiirly 
covered.  The  right  honourable  gentleman  had  provided  funds  to  the 
amount  of  i,ioo,oool.  but  if  all  the  articles  unprovided  were 
taken  into  view,  the  amount  of  the  old  navy  debt,  the  deficiencies 
of  the  funds  already  allotted,  the  funds  provided  ought  to  have 
amounted  to  near  three  millions,  at  leaft  there  would  b^  a. deficit  of 
more  than  8oo,oool.  Thefe  points  at  prefent  he  only  took  in  a 
general  view;  at  fome  future  period,  as  foon  as  poflible  after 
Chriftmas,  he  intended  to  bring  forward  the  fubjeft  for  minute  ex- 
amination. Upon  a  more  extenfive  invcftigatioivof  the  fubje6l  it 
would  be  found,  that  great  and  prefiing  as  the  burdens  about  to  he 
impofed  were,  there  was  ftill  a  million  of  frelh  taxes  to  be  found. 
That  fo  much  of  the  expenditure  confifted  of  fums  over  which  Par- 
liament had  exercifed  no  contrOul,  was  a  point  of  ferious  importance, 
and  demanded  particular  difcuflion.  If  they  retained  any  regard  for 
the  fundUons  witl^  which  they  were  inveftcd,  and  that  economy 
which  the  fituation  of  affairs  fo  much  required,  the  Houfe  would 
confider  the  fubjedl  with  ferious  attention,  and  adopt  fome  efl^ef^ual 
plan  to  check  the  extravagance  which  was  pra(^ifed,  and  that  negleft 
of  their  control  which  marked  the  public  expenditure. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  tiiat  though  he  chiefly  confidered 
the  obfcrvations  of  the  honourable  gentleman  as  intended  to  convey 
a  notice  of  a  future  difcuflion  of  the  fubjedt,  he  could  not  allow 
them  to  paff  altogether  without  remark.  He  was  ready  to  admit 
that  (he  exports  and  imports  were  not  very  correct,  and  he  never 
meant  to  aigue  from  them  as  by  themfelves  fupporting  a  precife  con- 
clufion  with  regard  to  the  ftate  of  our  commerce.  They  were, 
however,  as  eorred  now  as  they  were  on.  former  occafions,  and  by 
a  oomparifon  of  them  wi/h  what  former  fiatements  of  the  kind  a£- 
fnrded,  it  appeared  that  the  excefs  of  the  exports  over  the  iniports 
Vas  at  groat  as  in  time  of  peace.     It  was  not  a  new  topic  which  he 


i8o  PARLIAMENTARY     .  [CoMMasj, 

had  introduced  on  the  prefcnt  occafion.     Year  after  year,  he  had 

been  told  that  the  exports  and  imports  were  fallacious,  and  in  realitr 

he  had  never  founded  any  inference  upon  them  abfolutely,  but  vntrdj 

obtained  a  conclufion  by  a  comparifon  with  other  years,  conceiving 

it  fair  to  fuppofe  that  the  fame  degree  of  incorredlnefs  prevailed  at 

one  time  as  at  another.    He  was  glad  that  the  honourable  gentleman 

had  reminded  him  of  the  loan.    It  might  have  been  imagined,  in< 

deed,  that  he  had  omitted  faying  any  thing  of  the  terms  on  which 

It  was  concluded  ;  bccaufc,  if  there  pvcr  was  a  loan  which  required 

nothing  to  be  faid  in  its  defence,  it  was  the  prefent.      In  truth,  he 

had  intended  to  have  faid  a  few  words  upon  the  fubjed,   but  in  d)c 

multiplicity  of  the  details  he  had  to  go  through,  it  had  efcaped  him. 

If  the  honourable  gentleman,  however,  compared  the  ftatc  of  the 

three  per  cents,  when  he  confidered  the  rapidity  with  which  the  fub- 

fcription  had  been  filled  up,  the  rate  of  intereft  that  vr2S  to  be  given, 

and  the  fum  of  capital  to  be  created,  had  he  attended  to  the  efFeds 

of  the  finking  fund,  and  that  in  fix  years  under  particular  circum- 

flanccs,  the  rate  of  intereft  in  the  five  per  cents,  might  be  reduced  to 

four  per  cent,  he  would  not  find  that  the  terms  of  the  bargain  required 

any  apology  or  defence.     He  would  find  that  the  Public  had  favcd 

no  lefs  than  1 6  per  cent,  at  j^refent,  and,  in  a  pofliblc  event,  not  Ids 

than  5  o  per  cent.     If  the  honourable  gentleman  would  compare  the 

four  laft  years  of  the  laft  war  with  our  prefent  fituation,  after  four 

years  of  war,  he  would  find  that  only  one  loan,  in  which  the  afiual 

intereft  was  fo  low,  and  this  at  a  period  when  the  general  funds  were 

fomcwhat  higher,  and  when  the  intereft  of  the  particular  fund  was 

not  reducible,  as  in  the  prefent  cafe.     He  was  furprifed  to  hear  the 

objedlion  to  the  difcount,  for  it  had  been  made  for  the  firft  time  in 

a^cafe  in  which  it  could  not  at  all  apply.     If  there  was  no  neceffiry 

for  the  iffuingof  Exchequer  bills  by  the  quantity  of  money  received 

upon  the  loan  in  prompt,  the  intereft  which  muft  have  been  allowed 

upon  the  former  would  have  been  faved,  fo  that  in  this  view  the 

advantage  would  be  contiderable.     It  was  ftated  by  the  honourable 

gentleman,  that  the  taxes  impofed  fince  the  war,  had  fallen  fhort, 

and  were  inadequate  to  the  fams  that  had  been  funded.      It  was 

not  fair,  however,  to  confidcr  the  produce  merely,  but  it  wasne- 

ceffary  to  confider  what  the  taxes  would  probably  produce  when  the 

war  had  ceafed.     The  honourable  gentleman  conceived  the  taxes 

of  1796  to  have  fallen  fhort,  becaufe  he  fuppofcd  that  the  wine 

tax  would  not  be  fo  produdlive,  but  feveral  of  them  had  not  yet 

been  fairly  brought  to  proofs  and  the  wine  duty  had  laboured  under 

difadvantages  which  it  was  needlefs  to  enumerate.      But  unlefs  the 

trial  was  fairly  made,  and  it  was  afcertained,  that  in  the  comfe  of  a 
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^ftimatodt  it  oould  not  h%  ftid  tM  any  df£eirnc^  exifled.     fiofides, 

^ItboQgb  they  hud  feUen  during  two  yeans  of  war^  m^t  not  tfaoy 

fiif  in  pcnGc  to  the  Aiai  at  whi^h  they  had  been  flated  ?     The  ar- 

gueiont  of  the  honoiuable  gentleman  only  proved  that  it  wai  proper 

to  wait  and  fee  what  the  event  would  he,  and  if  it  Chould  appear 

titiat  a  real  deiieieney  9xifted»  he  (hould  then  feel  himfelf  called  upon 

*to  come  forward  and  move  an  additional  provtiian.     But  in  the  firft 

^ce  it  was  neceflary  to  examine  the  fubjodt  with  accuracy,  before 

they  admitted  fuoh  a  conclufion,    and  adopied  fgoh  a .  meafuns. 

From  fuch  an  inquiry  be  did  not  feel  himfelf  difpofed  to  (hrink. 

He  conceived  it  probable,  that  the  taxes  would  be  equal  to  all  the 

funds  which  they  were  afligncd  to  fupport,  and  he  wiihod  to.know» 

whether  the  experience  which  had  already  been  obtained,  wasfudi 

as  ought  to  have  induced  htni  to  come  forward  to  propofe  additional 

burdens,  while  the  r^eceifity  of  fo  unpleafant  an  alternative  was  by 

no  means  afcertained  ? 

Mr.  GREY  laid  a  few  words  in  explanation,  to  which  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  replied. 

Mr.  FOX.  Notwithftanding  the  abundance  of  evidence  which 
has  been  brot^ght  foiWrd  by  my  honourable  friend,  to  prove  the 
erroneous  manner  in  which  the  right  honourable  gentleman  oppofite 
to  me  has  thought  proper  to  treat  the  fubjeiEl  of  this  evening's  confi- 
deration  ;  notwithihinding  alfo  the  opportunities  which  will  be 
given  of  future  difcuflion,  I  fhould  not  be  fatisfied  that  I  had  per- 
formed my  doty  as  a  Member  of  Parliament,  were  I  to  pafs  over 
tliis  day  without  exprefling  fome  of  thoie  feelings  which  have  been 
cacitjpd  by  hearing  one  of  the  mod  falfe  ftatements  of  finance  that 
ever  was  brought  forward  \  calculated  merely  to  delude  the  people 
of  this  country,  and  accompanied  with  fome  political  obfervations 
which  are  a  libel  upon  the  Con(Utution,  if  indeed  it  beafree  Con- 
iKtution :  Such  obfervations  that  I  would  fooner  die  than  avow 
them  ;  for  if  the  principles  conveyed  by  tliem  are  true,  the 'end  to 
wUch  they  lead  mufl  be  the  downfall  and  deftrudHon  of  this  Houfe 
and  all  its  privileges,  and  the  e(kbliihment  of  a  dictator  upon  its 
ruins.  I  fhall  firlV,  however,  make  (bme  c4>fervations  on  what 
has  iallen  from  that  right  honourable  gentleman,  relative  to  the 
{ab|e£t  of  finance.  It  has  ever  been  his  boaft,  that  in  opening  his 
budget,  he  has  always  oome  forward  with  plain,  true,  and  candid 
Aatements  of  the  full  extent  of  the  charges  to  be  made  for  the  cur- 
rent fervice  of  the  year.  Upon  mone  occafions  than  one,  I  allow 
du»  ID  be  the  cafe,  and  I  have  not  hefitated  to  beftow  my  piaifcs 
upon  fueh  conduct ;  but  as  to  the  buiinefs  of  to-day,  after  the  dlf- 
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cuffion  tluit  has  takeft^lace  between  him  and  my  honourable  ineod, 
is  there  in  the  whole  oountiy  fo  miferable  a  dupe>  or  is  there  a  be- 
ing fo  corrupted  and  fo  entirely  devoted  to  every  meafure  of  Minif- 
ters,  as  to  fay  that  a  fair  ftatemerit  has  this  evening  been  laid  befcR 
us?  It  is  unneceflary  for  me  to  enter  into  minute  details,  I  widi 
to  call  the  attention  of  the  Committee  to  principles.  By  the  coakh 
lidation  z&  (27  G.  III.  c.  13.  f.  7  2.}  it  is  provided  that  a  paper 
(ball  be  laid  upon  your  table,  with  an  account  of  the  annual  cfaaigei 
of  the  public  debt,  together  with  an  account  of  the  produce  of  die 
duties  impofedy  or  of  any  addition  that  (hall  be  made  to  the  revenue 
for  the  purpofe  of  defraying  the  increafed  charges.  Now  it  appears, 
that  in  fa6t  fince  the  commencement  of  the  war.  the  incrcaCod 
chargf  s  amount  to  upwards  of  four  millions,  and  that  takii^  dx 
amount  of  taxes  af^er,  making  allowance  for  the  Spanifh  armament, 
the  ftoppage  of  the  dtftilierres  and  other  neceiTary  admiflions,  ibeie 
is  a  deficiency  in  the  provilion  made  for  thefe  charges,  to  the  amount 
of  8o,oool.  but  this  docs  not  appear  in  the  paper  officially  laid  be- 
fore the  Houfe.  But  we  are  told,  that  were  it  worthwhile,  let  this 
be  ol^erved,  were  it  worth  whiUy  all  this  could  be  explained  in  a 
moft  fatisfa£lory  manner.  What  docs  the  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman mean  ?  will  he  dare  to  lay  claim  to  the  charadier  of  a  fair 
and  candid  Minider  by  barely  telling  us  '^  what  iignifies  what  is 
the  adlual  produce,  my  calculations  are  perfeAly  accurate,  and  that 
is  fufficicnt ;"  it  may  be  faid,  and  indeed  it  has  been  faid,  that  in 
flating  this  deficiency  many  of  the  taxes  have  been  taken  only  for 
part  of  the  year,  and  fome  of  them  have  not  commenced.  This, 
however,  is  not  the  cafe.  I  take  them  from  the  5th  of  July,  1795, 
to  the  5th  of  July,  1796;  but  let  them,  if  you  plcafe,  be  taken  fiom 
the  I  oth  of  Odober,  and  the  concluiion  will  be  found  to  be  the 
fame.  .  But  the  right  honourable  gentleman  farther  fays  that  a  defi- 
ciency may  actually  take  place  during  the  years  of  war,  but  that  on 
the  return  of  peace,  and  by  the  afTiftance  of  additional  regulations, 
ample  compenfation  may  be  made.  If  this  be  the  mode  of  reafbn- 
ing  to  be  adopted,  what  is  the  ufe  of  this  boaAed  paper  of  accounts? 
It  is  a  mere  form,  a  (hadow.  Let  the  deficiency  be  what  it  will, 
80,0001.  or  one  million,  let  the  ufual  accounts  he  made  up  to  fa- 
tisfy  the  words  of  the  flatute  and  let  us  leave  the  r<3l  defidency  to 
be  afterwards  provided  for  the  ht&  way  we  can,  or  by  ibme  peace 
regulations.  What  is  this,  Sir,  but  flying  from  duty,  and  tuning 
the  bufinefs  of  finance  into  infult  and  mockery  ?  Such  coodufi  too 
comes  with  a  peculiar  ill  grace  from  that  right  honourable  gentleman. 
His  inconfiftencics  upon  the  prefentoccafion  it  is  impoffible  to  010* 
meratc.     I  remember  well,  upon  the  fubjed  of  fpirits,  he  was  fiv- 
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BKdjr  of  (pinion,  that  the  duty  would  be  too  great ;  but  now  it  is 
iroix;^flible  to  raife  it  AifEciently  high;  and  with  the  mo(t  adonifliing 
facility  of  aigument,  both  war  and  peace  are  to  tend  equally  to  ren* 
derit  produdive.  It  was  ably  contended  by  my  honourable  friend, 
that  the  navy  debt  was  not  de  faQo  provided  for,  and  what  is  the 
fort  of  anfwer  we  receive  to  this  "  There  is,  or  there  may  be, 
**  fomething  like  a  deficiency,  but  look  to  my  calculations,  I  can 
'^  make  it  all  right  in  point  of  figures,  and,  as  to  three,  four,  or  eight 
''  millions  of  deficiency,  I  can  provide  for  that  fome  way  or  other." 
To  make,  fuch  excufes  and  obfervations  as  thefe  may  indeed  cofl 
little ;  but  are  they  fatisfedory,  are  they  to  be  endured  ?  Is  this  to 
be  called  a  fair  candid  (htement  ?  Are  we  to  demand  and  look  for 
truth  and  reality  in  the  inveftigation  of  the  ilate  of  our  finances,  and 
to  be  merely  amufed  and  entertained  with  the  right  honourable  gen- 
t]en)an*$  opinions,  conjectures,  and  imaginations  ?  My  honourable 
friend,  in  ftating  this  aifiual  deficiency  of  taxes  to  the  amount  of 
upwards  of  8o,oool.  has  taken  the  produce  of  the  taxes  up  to  July 
1 796;  and  he  has  fairly  and  properly  demanded,  that  before  laying 
on  frcfh  burdens,  this  deficiency  be  acknowle.d|ged  and  provided  for^ 
or  at  leaft  that  in  the  mean  time  the  Houfe  be  not  infulted  with  the 
produ<Stion  of  a  paper  which,  contraiy  to  fa6t,  fuppofes  diis  to  be 
provided  for  already.  To  underfland  what  I  now  uige,  I  only 
wifb  gentlemen  to  read  that  paper  and  judge  for  themfelves.  To 
come  to  a  fair  decifbn,  I  do  not  conceive  it  necefTary  to  go  back 
fiep  by  flep,*  but  to  look  merely  at  the  fums  total.  But  here,  indeed,, 
the  right  honourable  gentlaman  might  be  inclined  to  interrupt  me, 
and  tell  me,  as  he  has  already  told  the  Houfe  in  his  fpeech,  that  for 
the  real  prcxiuce  of  taxes  we  are  not  to  look  to  a  time  of  war  ;  an(f 
jet  with  the  fame  breath  we  are  informed,  that  this  has  been  fo  glo^ 
rious  and  fo  fortunate  a  war,  that  our  commerce,  in  point  of  exports 
and  imports,  exceeds  any  former  period  of  peace,  and  the  old  taxes 
are  more  productive  than  ever.  If  this  be  true,  it  is  (Grange  indeed, 
that  while  the  war  has  not  afleCted  the  old  taxes,  it  (hould  diixunifh 
die  amount  of  thofe  which  are  newly  impofed.  As  to  the  exports 
and  imports,  my  honourable  friend  has  mentioned  one  curious  parti- 
cular, that  one  fifth  of  the  increafcd  exports  confift  of  the  article  of 
coffee,  andjn  order  to  (hew  the  Committee  the  fallacy  of  any  depen* 
dence  upon  fuch  fort  of  fhitements,  I  remember  that  formerly  the 
coflee  exported  in  the  Cuftom-houfe  books  exceeded  that  which 
wa^  imported  \  now  as  no  one  could  be  fuch  a  fool  as  to  believe 
that  more  of  that,  luxury  was  fent  out  of  the  country  than  was 
brought  into  it,  upon  examining  the  caufe  of  this  apparent  incon- 
fiflency^the  myftery  was  explained  by  finding  that  the  coffee  ex« 
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ported  ip^as  efHmatcd  at  a  toi^fidtsrably  inci^eaibl  vidtiei    "Hie  l^ht 
honoulrable  gentleman,  hoM^ver,  imitidiatety  irtfdmns  us>  tluft  be 
reafons  otily  ^tiif^iittitiveljr  from  the  pteTent  Itatc  of  exports  and 
imports.  '  I  obfetved  ndthihg  of  that  comparative  feafomng  in  his 
firft  li)eech.  The  right  honourable  geiltleman  toW  us,  in  femeditng 
of  a  commanding'  manner,  that  the  cxpoxts  of  the  prefent  year  ^rooU 
:Lmoitnt  to  30  millions.     The  country,  Sir,  indeed  fbfMds  in*  need 
of  fome  comfort,  and  I  (hould  be  for ry  to  diminiih  any  of  its  (bb- 
fianti^l  comforts  ;  but  if  this  increafc  of  exports  and  imports  be  a 
fbiitc^  of  confolation,  a$  far  as  it  goes,  it  has  not  been  wanting  at 
iny  period,  except  during  fome  part  of  the  American  war.      Dor-^ 
jhg  the  war,  tmder  th6  condtlft  of  Sir  Robert  Walpole,  and  alfo 
during  the  fcveii  years  war,  this  inci«dfc  wa§  eqtialiy  obfcrtraHe.  I 
am  Aot  a  perfon  inclined  to  ere£t  theories,  btlt  rither  to  oppofe  dietri 
if  not  cohfirmed  by  fome  fort  of  expcriertte ;  but  I  have  no  dixbt 
thett  are  many  peifoti^  *w)io  can  give  fatfs^feiAory  reafons  wliy  exports 
and  imports  (ht)uld  i^rdife  in  the  time  of  war,  generally  (peaking, 
and  Why  the  American  wat  proved  to  be  an  exception,     /f  may 
Kkewife  be  added,  ^at  fuch  a  ph)6f  of  the  flouriihii^  ftite  oftte 
ttfburces  of  the  country  was  nevek-  brought  forward  by  Mr.  Pelham, 
loit)  Chatham,  ^nd  othet  Minifters,  when  plaeed  in  a  fimSar 
fitliktibn  in  thd  Wafs  to  which  I  hive  Eluded.     I  muft  a&W  b^ 
le^vc  16  make  a  comparative  ftatement  of  finance  of  a  diRbent  na- 
eul^,  and  take^the  liberty  of  making  a  eafcalati6n  of  what  muft  be 
•the  pei<«e  efb'bliftimeiit  ^t  Hie  tmd  of  thiis  war.   To  db  tWs,  I  talte 
(he  aVtJtage  of  thd  additional  ehat^s  for  the  five  laft  years,  ^ttd  atM 
abbiit  ^bo,oot>l.  mbrc,  which,  aitogcther,  will  amount  to  about 
foUt  mUlibrts.      This  day   we   are  called  upon  to  vote  about 
2,aob,06ol.  yet  enormous  as  this  fum  it,  if  the  Hotlfe  Mid  th^ 
pbbllc  attend  to  the  real  Ihtttneht  of  fa»Jh  bfou^t  forwait)  by  my 
honourable  friend,  although  the  Moofe  is  about  to  vote  burA^m 
equal  to  the  whole  that  hi^e  been  impofed  irt  (bme  of  our  moft  g!o^ 
lloUs  Wats,  equal  likewlft  to  the  firft  three  years  of  the  FrenA 
and  American  war,  they  will  ifind,  Aat  above  one  million  more  i& 
niU  aftually  nccefery.     If  this  be  true,  as  it  certainly  b,  whtt 
fliall  we^  (ay  of  the  fair  Jiaumertt  of  the  right  honc^irable  geMleu 
mart  ?  i  ^ome  now  to  make  fome  obfcr\^SitiOns  Ort  the  terms  of  the 
prefent  loan.     The  tertns  of  the  loan  durirtg  the  latter  years  of  die 
American  war,  I  hate  not  now  exaflly  in  my  mcmoty,  itor  1*  it 
ncceffaiy  to  (ky  much  about  them.     The  remarks  I  mean  lo  rfalCe 
it  prefent,  rdate  to  the  variety  of  ways  which  the  right  honouiabte 
gentleman  finds  it  convenient  to  bring  forward  the  distent  loans  he 
has  had  to  negociate.     Laft  year  we  heard  of  noiliitig  fioM  Mm 
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hut  tilt  imtidtttfiity  tew  r&l«  of  irtttreft,  Mug  only  4I.  131,  6d.bat 
y/n  ne^r  were  infomied^  of  the  di&dvantag(s  attending  its  being  m^ 
Vdfled  almoft  entirely  in  a  three  per  cent.  Ctock*  This  year  it  feemi 
we  are*^  hear  littie  or  nothing  about  the  intei^ft^  but  we  are  to 
have  our  ears  filled  vA&t  eivcdmitims  upon  the  goodneis  of  the 
terms«  What  w^uld  that  right  honoumble  gentktnan  have  tiiA 
to  mtf  had  I  laft  year  dated  to  hiniy  that'  upon  the  loan  for  the  foo 
eeeding  year  he  wihiM  have  to  give  5I.  las.  6d.  per  cent  ixitereft. 
I  Dduft  hetf!  aifo  bring  to  hii  YecolleAion  the  a£t  for  the  -apprapria^ 
tfon  of  one  per  cent,  for  ihe  reduAion  of  tbe  debt.  Has  he  foigor 
thiMt  bin  and  the  principle  upon  which  it  ia  founded  ?  I  wffnettAcr 
thitt  when  I  ftated  the  hatxUhip  which  by  the  operation  of  that  bill 
was  altachedi  to  facceeding  Minifters,  by  efeliging  (hem  to  borrow 
mtMt  Aran  tfiey  Imnwdiatdy  wanted,  he  with  fenie  degree  of  trttdi» 
i^ied,  tinit  Ihey  would  nei  on  this  account  be  forced  to  bonrsw  M 
hi^er  fertnB  by  reafon  of  the  adcfitional  credit  arifing  firom  the  apt* 
propriation  of  the  one  per  cent,  to  the  purpoTcg  intended.  If  ihia 
wat  the  cafe  in  t'jt2y  is  ittofoeleftoutoftheealcu)ation  in  1796} 
This  additional  one  per  cent,  will  nMke  rite  intereft  to  be  ttuM 
61.  1 5s.  But  I  fhail  now  come  more  particularly  lo  conTKler  Urn 
tettm,  and  this  may  be  done  in  two  or  three  difltrenr  waya.  ijei 
us  Arft  confider  it  in  point  of  imereft,  and  ftate  it  thMs :  At  Ihe  time 
the  bafgain  was  made,  the  thfce  per  cents,  were  at  56.  Of  cooifii 
thi»  inttneO  to  be  made  in  that  (hnrk  was  5I.  ya^  the  four  per  cema. 
I  believe  wen:  fomerhing  near  73,  and  the  intettft  about  5I.  its. 
beft  by  the  pfefent  bat^gain  nolefs  isjpven  than  5I.  t  ^a.  6d. :  tbis^ 
however,  is  taMng  it  in  the  mod  advantageous  point  of  vkw  ;  bet 
let  us  confider  it  dt^rently.  The  dif9ount»  as  I  undeifiand>  to  bt 
alfowied  for  prompt  payny^nt  is  three  per  ccitt.  When,  thercfove, 
a  fubfcriber  goeeon  the  1 3th  of  January  to  pay  his  maney,  he  is  w 
the  firft  place  allowed  the  three  per  cent,  difcoum,  and  alfo  one  ^ua* 
tcr  of  a  year  annuity,  amounting  to  xl.  5s.  fo  thaf  in  fact  makfa|t 
Ihe  proper  altowence,  he  pays  ohly  95I.  1 2s>  for  which  he  becoanca 
envied  to  1 1  d*  12^.  Ave  per  cent^  flock.  Now  fuppafe  vhisfat^ 
fcriber  had  hdd  out  his  money  in  five  per  cent,  dock,  without  the 
inthnatian  af  th^  piicient  loan,  the  five  per  cents,  at  the  time  of  tha 
baigain  ^me  at  S(  Wt\d  a  half,  but  allowing  for  the  dividend  be^ 
ConriVig  tfae  in  Januaty,  '2I.  los.  is  to  be  deduced,  fo  that  atihie 
tifne  the  fitft  hrit^lm^t  is  to  be  paid,  for  84I.  fterling  the  fubfctibtv 
wtniM  receive  i  ool  five  pet  cent,  itock ;  there  would  tfien  reniaiii 
of  the  fom  he  has  to  pay,'  which  is  ^51.  i  ^.  t  tl.  i  aa.  more  ta 
lay  out,  and  rnakifi^  the  ptt^potticatal  calculatio^n  for  thia  fiia:i,  in 
wMtih  I  think  I  cann6t  be  xmA  miftaken,  the  whole  ^paanttty  af 
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flock  he  would  receive  would  be  1 1 3!.  1 6s.;  about  26s.  more  Aod: 
than  a  fubfcriber  to  the  prefent  loan,  or  about  is.  4d.  nxxe  iittereft. 
AH  this  appears  to  be  in  favour  of  the  terms  of  the  prefent  loan ; 
but  let  me  now  diflindly  point  out  the  real  difieroice  between 
perfons  in  thefe  relative  (ituations  of  old  or  new  fubfcribers*  The 
old  fubfcribers  in  (He  five  per  cent,  ftock  are  in  this  fituation,  that 
if  the  fund  rifes  the  government  has  them  at  their  mercjr,  by  beir^ 
very  foon  enabled  to  pay  them  off  at  par.  If  indeed  the  fund  ihould 
become  lower,  he  ftill  continues  to  have  this  five  per  cent,  but  ob- 
Icrve  how  the  intereAs  of  the  new  fubfcribers  are  guarded.  Thej 
can  if  they  pleafe  hold  thdr  ftock  three  years  after  the  five  per 
cents,  are  redeemable  at  par,  and  may  then  receive  payment  in  thoce 
per  cents,  at  7  5,  fo  that  at  all  events  a  fubfcriber  to  the  new  loan 
will  be  entitled  to  4I.  1  os.  perpetual  annuity,  while  the  old  fub- 
fcriber may  be  obliged,  from  the  circumftanccs  of  the  cafe,  to  put 
up  with  only  three  per  cent.  Let  us  now,  on  the  other  handyfup- 
pofe,  that  credit  is  to  be  at  a  low  ebb,  and  that  the  gloomy  o|nnions 
of  many  Members  of  this  Houfe,  refpe^hble,  certainly,  from  their 
fituation  and  information,  are  to  be  realired.  It  is  the  opinion 
likewife  of  many  out  of  this  Houfe  that  a  peace  would  only  be  ano- 
ther name  for  a  truce,  and  a  fort  of  breathing  interval  to  enable  us, 
with  more  vigour  and  effedt,  to  renew  hoftilities.  In  this  cafe,  it 
is  fuppofed,  that  credit  and  the  general  (late  of  the  funds  would  be 
deprefled.  Still,  however,  by  the  prefent  bargain,  the  new  fub- 
fcribers are  fafe ;  for  it  is  ilipulated,  that  under  fuch  circumftanccs 
they  (hall  have  a  right  to  be  paid  at  par.  Are  not  thefe  advantages 
much  more  than  a  counterbalance  to  the  petty  advantage  of  receiv- 
ing (ix  and  twenty  (hillings  more  ftock  in  the  firft  inftaiice  ?  I 
have  farther  to  obferve,  that  in  a  cafe  of  this  kind  I  know  no  better 
guide  in  our  fpeculations  upon  what  is  to  come,  than  what  is  to  be 
found  in. our  experience  of  the  paft.  Thefe  new  fubfcribers  to  the 
loan  may  demand  payment  at  the  end  of  two  years  after  the  peace* 
Let  us  then  look  to  the  American  war.  The  Prdiminary  Articles 
were  figned  in  January,  1783,  and  two  years  afterwards,  in  Jan- 
uaVy,  I785>  three  per  cents,  were  at  55^  56  ;  four  per  cents.  I  do 
not  recQlle£l ;  but  five  per  cents,  which  is  more  to  the  point,  were  at 
88,  89.  If  a  fimilar  eftedl  follow  the  prefent  peace,  (till  the  fub- 
fcribers have  a  right  to  be  paid  at  par.  It  is  hinted  to  me  that  I 
fbte  the  period  too  early,  for  that  the  definitive  treaty  did  noc  take 
place  for  fome  time  afterwards  ;  I  remember  that  was  an  error  of 
the  Minifter  under  whofe  aufpices  that  treaty  was  conduced  ^ 
and  I  hope  that  any  definitive  treaty  to  be  made  in  future  will  fol« 
low  fomewhat  nearer  than  fix  months  after  the  figning  the  prelfani' 
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naiy  ardcles.  There  is  another  curiottt  confideration  to  be  taken 
into  account  in  the  terms  of  the  prefent  loan.  The  right  honour- 
able gentleman  profeiTes  uniformly  to  meet  the  full  extent  of  the 
charge  to  be  incurred.  Has  he  done  this  in  negociating  the  prefem 
loan  ?  I  have  allowed  that  iubfcribers  to  his  loan  have  one  ikSU 
ling  and  four  pence  per  cent.  Icfs  intcrcft  than^any  other  prelcnt 
f  urchafer  in  the  five  per  cents,  but  I  have  likewife  (hewn,  thatt 
this  is  much  more  than  compenfatcd  b;^  the  bonus  which  is  given, 
and  this^  bonus  is  given  in  a  mo(t  (ingular  manner.  It  is  not  a 
^charge  made  upon  the  purfe  of  the  public  to  day,  but  referved  fx 
a  future  occafion.  The  right  honourable  gentleman's  predeceflbn 
were  fatisfied  with  faddling  their  poAerity  with  the  principal  and  in- 
t^preft  of  the  fum  they  bono  wed  and  expended,  but  he,  this  fair  and 
jcandid  Minifter,  whofe  maxim  was  uniformly  to  be,  *^  Pay  as 
you  go,*'  has  invented  a  machine  by  which  he  throws  upon  the 
ihoulders  of  pofterity  not  only  the  principal  and  intereA  of  loans^ 
but  the  bonus  alfo.  Many,  no  doubt,  have  faid,  but  not,  I  believe 
with  the  approbation  of  that  right  honourable  gentleman,  **  Put 
**  the  evil  day  afar  ofF,.raifc  money  with  as  little  immediate  incon- 
'*  venience  as  poffible."  This,  in  fiaft,  refolves  itfelf  into  nothii^ 
elfe  than  the  former  exploded  defence  of  the  exploded  mode  of  raif- 
ing  money  by  navy  bills.  The  right  honourable  gentleman  has 
made  fome  obfervations  upon  the  prefent  xeal  difcovered  by  the  peo- 
ple. What  arc  the  motives  which  have  produced  that  zeal  it  doci 
not  become  me  to  fay !  But  does  the  right  honourable  gentlemaa 
mean  to  fay  that  this  plan  of  open  competition  is  a  new  idea  of  fait 
own  i  I  requefl;  him  to  recollect  what  pafTed  in  this  Houfe  in  die 
year  1 793  :  a  mod  extravagant  loan  was  then  brought  forward,  and 
I  voted  againft  it.  With  fome  degree  of  arrogance  he  then  de- 
manded ^*  What  would  you  have  me  do  V  It  was  then  fuggefled 
by  others,  and  I  well  remember  by  myfclf  alfo,  **  throw  it  open  to 
the  public — try  what  they  are  inclined  to  do."  What  was  die  an- 
fwer  i  that  the  loan  was  by  no  means  a  bad  one  ;  but  even  if  it 
were,  the  expedient  recommended  was  in  no  cafe,  to  be  reforted  to. 
This,  Sir,  happened  in  the  year  1793,  after  the  execution  of  Louts 
XVI.  when  we  were  fighting  for  religion,  morality,  and  the  very 
cxiftence  of  civil  fociety  \  yet  eycn  while  thefe  great  objefis  were 
at  Ihke,  the  Minifler  thought  proper  to  give  the  preference  to  the 
extravagant  offers  of  a  few  individuals  rather  than  feel  the  general 
pulfe  of  the  public.  What  has  produced  the  remarkable  change, 
or  has  any  clunge  been  adually  produced  ?  Are  the  p(;ople  more 
anxious  for  the  war  now  than  they  were  then  ? — No! — the  Minif- 
ter  has  held  out  the  hope  of  peace^  and  to  procure  ^  peace  the  poo- 
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pk  will  do  that  which  th^  would  not  do  roiany  on  tbc  W9r«     I 
wa&  now  about  to  take  notice  of  what  has  falleo  fifom  the  right  boc- 
ixinihlc  gentleman  «f  a  politteal  nature;  but  it  is  innpofltblc  to  paii 
over  the  fubje£l  bf  die  navj  extraordinaries.   We  hav«  indeed  ^hrea 
tg»  much  confidence  in  this  refpe^.  About  this  time  twelvemooih 
the  navy  debt  was  four  millions  nearly,  and  well  clo  I  remember 
the  cxpreflion  ;  he  with  perfeB  confidenee  calculated  upon  ttoe  mil- 
lion and  a  half  bring  fufficient  to  cover  the  charges  of  the  eafuiiig 
year.     In  April,  however,  we  find  it  mounted  up  again  to  four  mil- 
lions.    So  late  as  laft  O£)ober  the  fubjed  was  again  difculTed.     I 
then  ga\'e  it  as  my  opinion  it  would  io  the  cmirfe  of  the  year  amount 
to  nine  millionsi  but  he  then  c9Hfidently  ftated  it  could  not  be  moie 
than  feven  millions,  and  now  nt  lad  we  are  tcdd  it  annmnts  to 
8,2oo,oeol.     I  do  not  fay  that  this  could  altogether  be  avoided— 
but  let  me  hold  it  up  as  a  warning  for  the  future.   Good  God  !  Sir, 
wha.t  mud  be  the  confequence  of  fuch  a  fydem  of  profufion  of  the 
war  (hould  continue  for  fix  or  feven  years  \      Is  the  fortune  if  any 
,  country  equal  to  fucb  expence  ?     And  what  is  his  mode  of  account- 
ing for  this  ?     The  expence  is  unf^rejttny  and  the  price  of  eveiy 
article  has  advanced !    What !  Sir,  did  not  the  Parliament,  cluring 
the  laft  feflion/  fit  almoft  every  day  to  confider  the  fubjeci  of  a 
threatened  fcarcity  ?     And  if  there  was  one  period  more  than  ano- 
ther  in  which  the  right  honourable  gentleman  ought  to  have  made 
the  higheft  calculations,  was  it  not  in  December,  1795  ^    Even  in 
April  when  he  came  forward  again  with  his  eftimates,  what  reaibn 
was  there  to  induce  him  not  to  calculate  upon  the  high  price  of  pio- 
Tifions  \     As  to  the  particular  article  of  butchers  moat,  I  know  not 
that  the  right  honourable  gentloman  can,  up  to  the  prcfcnt  moment, 
venture  to  fay  it  will  be  lower.     I  (hould  be  glad  to  know,  if  the 
Minifler  is  prepared  to  tell  us,  that  the  price  of  butchers  meat,  and 
meat  for  f^Uting  for  the  navy,  is  likely  to  be  at  a  more  modemfe  price 
than  it  is  at  prefent.     I  fear  the  Mintfter  has  no  fuch  gpod  news  to 
communicate  to  the  Committee.     How  far  the  Minifter's  meafurfs 
hove  occafioned  the  prefent  high  price  of  all  the  articles  of  life  mty 
very  fitly  be  made  the  fubjcS  of  future  enquiry. 

Wkh  r^rd  to  the  fubjeA  of  the  bills  of  Grenada  in  aid  of  oopn* 
mercial  credit,  and  the  expectations  of  the  Minifter  as  to  what  may 
be  brought  to  the  public  fiid  on  their  account,  I  can  fay  notbii^ ;  as 
the  Minifkr  has^ven  to  the  Committee  no  fpeeific  iafermetipn  upon 
that  fubjedl,  I  can  only  fay,  that  moft  probably  the  Minider  wiU 

\         have  another  opportunity  df  making  another  experiment  of  the  fassc 

\  kind  upon  this  fubjefl,  if  he  is  partial  to  tt. 

i  Mr.  Fox  faid^  that  he  was  now  oome  to  the  vote  of  credit,  on 

\   k k 
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which  the  Minifter  had  fpokcn  out  plainly  and  candidly.     He  had 
faid  he  had  given  lo  the  Emperor,  without  the  confcnt  of  Parltament, 
twelve  hundred  thoufand  pounds,  and  that  he  is  to  continue  to  do 
it  if  Jic  Ihall  think  it  neceffary.     He  had  not  feen  the  date  of  this 
advance  ;  but  thofc  who  were  Members  of  the  laft  Parliament 
could  not  have  forgotten  that  for  the  laft  three  months  of  that  Par- 
liament, not  a  week  elapfed  in  which  fome  queftion  w^as  not  put  to 
the  Minifter,  in  which  he  was  called  upon  to  declare,  whether  he 
intended  to  grant  any  pecuniary  afllftance  to  the  Emperor  ?   Did 
ihe  Minifter  mean  to  fay  he  intended  to  give  it  to  him,  but  that  he 
thought  his  own  authority  for  that  purpolj:  was  fufficient ;  that  it 
was  fuperfluous  to  fubmit  fuch  a  fubjedl  to  Parliament ;  that  he 
could    iffue  the  money  of  his  own  authority  ?      Perhaps  he  did. 
He  might  borrow  an  example  from  his  own  condu<S  to  keep  the 
meafure  in  countenance.      It  was  of  a  piece  with   his  advice  to 
His  Majefty  to  continue  him  as  his  Minifter  againft  the  declared 
opinion  of  the  Houfe  qf  Commons  in  the  year  1 784.     But  now 
he  had  gone  one  ftcp  farther  than  to  advife  the  king  to  continue  him 
as  Minifter,  in  oppofition  to  the  exprefs  opinion  of  the  Houfe  of 
Comnnons,  for  now  he  had  ftiewn  to  the  people  of  GreatBritain  that 
he  is  a  better  judge  than  the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain,  to  whom 
their  money,  and  how  much  of  it,  alfo  fhall  be  given  to  any 
foreign  Prince.     **  If  (faid  Mr.  Fox)  thefe  arc  the  fentiments  to 
be  a6^ed  upon  in  this  countr)'' ;  if  the  Minifter  be  permitted  to  carry 
them  into  effe£l ;   1  declare  for  myfclf,  that  the  Conftitution  of  this 
country  is  not  worth  fighting  for.      I  wifli  to  know  on  what  prin- 
ciple it  is  that  the  Minifter  takes  this  power  upon  himfelf  rather 
than  refer  it  to  the  Commons  of  Great  Britain,  to  whom,  and  to 
whom  only,  it  conftitutionally  belongs.      If  he  directs  the  applica- 
tion of  the  money  of  the  people,  thus  upon  forcijjn  affairs  without 
the  confent  of  Parliament,  I  fee  no  rcafon  why  he  (hould  not  claim 
the  fame  power,  (as  I  dare  fay  he  will  if  he  fuccccds  in  this]  over 
the  whole  of  our  domcftic  concerns.      I  am  furc  the  rcafon  he  gives 
for  the  one,  will  juft  as  well  apply  to  the  other.      He  fays  that  Par- 
liament could  not  calculate  fo  well  as  he  could  upon  the  neceftity, 
and  upon  the  amount.     That  may  be  faid,  as  ct)rrc6tly  of  our  do- 
mcftic as  of  foreign  affairs.      Until  this  inftance  occurred,  the  Mi- 
nifter thought  it  decent  to  apply  to  Parliament,  and  to  give  you  an 
cftitnate  of  what  you  are  to  provide  for  \  but  now  he  tells  you  that 
he  did  not  think  it  neceflary  to  confult  you,  bccaufe  you  arc  nor 
judges  of  the  extent  of  it.      Did  he  confult  you  on  the  prii  ciplc  of 
^[     He  certainly  did  not.     He  fufllcred  the  laft  Parliament  to  be 
diffolvcd,  hefufFered  you  all  to  meet  your' conftitucnts  witn  or  af- 
\ql   I.  P  p  * 
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furance  (I  do  not  fay  his  poddve  ami  declared  afliuanccy  btit  bjr  his 
filence  he  gave  you  an  implied  aflurance),  that  no  money  was  to  be 
advanced  to  the  Emperor  in  the  interval  of  the  .Diflblutiofi.     O3 
the  27  th  of  December  you  met.     Did  he  give  you  any  intimatioQ 
of  his  having  advanced  this  money  before  you  were  called  tpgcthct  r 
Did  he  give  you  any  intimation  of  it  before  this  very  night,   when 
he  comes  before  you  with  his  frefli  burdens  on  the  people  ?      Not 
a  word  !      For  this  con3u£^,  I  fay,.hc  ought  to  be  impeached*      He 
has  had  it  in  his  power  to  confult  you  upon  this  fubje£t  long  ago,  as 
it  was  his  duty.     He  has  negle^ed  to  do  fo^  by  which  he  ha^  ma- 
nifefied  a  determination  to  difpofe  qf  the  money  of  the  people  of  thb 
country,  without  con ful  ting  their  reprefentatives.     This  is  aggra- 
vated by  his  not  calling  Parliament  together  fooner.      If  he  had 
advanced  the  money  before  you  met,  why  did  he  not  tell  you  fo : 
What  rcafon  can  be  afligncd  for  this  ?    In  the  nam^  of  God,  wlwt 
can  be  faid  but  that  the  Miniilcr  thinks  his  judgement  better  than 
the  judgement  of  the  reprefentatives  of  the  people  of  Great  Britain  f 
He  has  faid  much  upon  the  time  on  which  this  money  was  ad- 
vanced.    If  he  had  any  intention  of  advancing  this  money  before 
the  diiTolution,  why  did  he  not  ftate  that  intention  to  the  laR  Parlia- 
ment ?    Or  if  he  found  out  the  neccffity  of  it  fince  the  diflblutioo. 
xnight  he  not  have  faid  fo  to  the  prefent  Parliament  long  ago  r    But 
be  has  dune  it  for  the  purpofe  of  eftablidiing  the  principle  that  Minif- 
ters  are  ^better  judges  of  the  manner  in  which  the  public  money  is  to 
be  applied,  than  the  reprefentatives  of  the  people.     The  MinUier 
fays  that  we  (hould  feel  the  utmoft  confidence  in  lending  our  monqr 
to  the  Emperor,  bccaufe  we  have  fcen  in  the  Emperor  thofe  hcfok 
qualities  which  ufually  accompany  good   faith.     Now,  fuppoiing 
heroifm  to  be  a  good  criterion  of  good  faith  in  pecuniary  concerns, 
I  (hould  like  to  try  the  effedl  of  this  mode  of  rcafoning.      SuppoTe 
for  a  moment  that  we  were  in  a  (late  of  neutrality  with  regard  to  the 
French  Republic,  and  it  was*propofed  that  we  (hould  lend  money 
to  tlie  French,  would  the  Minifter  fay  we  Hiould  lend  them  money? 
Certainly  he  would  not :  and  yet  if  good  faith  in  pecuniary  engage- 
ments was  to  be  meafured  by  heroic  qualities,  there  are  none  to 
whom  we  (hould  be  more  ready  to  lend  our  money  ;  for  of  their 
valour  they  have  given  abundant  proofs." 

Mr.  Fox  then  proceeded  to  (late  the  fituation  of  the  Emperor 
and  the  French  at  this  moment,  in  which  he  maintained  that  nith 
all  the  fucceffes  of  the  Auftrians  in  the  latter  part  of  the  prdent 
campaign,  another  could  not  be  opened  under  circmnftances  of 
more  advantage  to  the  Emperor,  than  jchofe  ip  which  he  had  been 
placed  at  the  commencement  of  the  lad.     |ie  here  toqk  notice  of 
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the  recent  fuoee(!liff  of  the  French'  in  Italy,  and  by  way  of  anfwer- 
ing  the  praifes^tfaat  were  befbwed  on  the  good  qudities  of  the  Houfe 
of  AuHfaria,  he  infhmced  the  cruelties  that  had  been  exercifed  on  the 
unfortunate  M.  La  Fayette,  which  he  {aid  excited  horror  all  over 
Europe. 

He  then  proceeded  to  obferve,  that  the  Minifter  had  to-night 
omitted  the  brilliant  comparifon  which  he  had  often  made  between 
the  EngUfli  and  the  Frendi  finances.  The  French  had  been  dated 
week  after  week,  and  month  after  month  to  be  not  on  the  veige  but 
in  die  gulph  of  bankruptcy.  He  had  omitted  alfo  to  ftate  that  the 
French  had,  by  becoming  the  allies  of  the  Dutch,  partaken  of  the 
ftuggifhnefsof  the  Hbllanders.  He  did  not  know,  he  faid,  whether 
rtie*  French  had  paflcd  the  gulph  of  bankruptcy.  He  hoped  they 
had,  for  while  they  were  in  it,  they  were  moft  dreadful  enemies  to 
this  country.  But  to  return  to  the  Minifter's  calculation  of  events. 
He  had  year  after  year  calculated  upon  the  events  of  the  war,  and 
year  after  year  the  public  had  been  mifled  by  his  calculations.  At 
one  time  he  wa»  fure  the  navy  debt  would  only  be  a  million  and  a 
half;  after  that  he  calculated  the  fame  debt  at  four  million&-*^hen 
at  (is  or  feven  millions,  and'  now  it  was  ftated  to  be  above  eight 
millions*  What  fecurity  had  the  Houfe  and  the  public  that  the 
Miniiler  would  not  mifcalculate  in  future,  as  he  had  already  done, 
in  the  courfe  of  the  prefent  war  ?  By  his  mifcalculations  he  had 
added  to  the  debt  of  this  eouhtry  one  hundred  and  fifty  millions* 
by  his  mifcalculations  rivers  of  human  blood  had  been  made  to  flow' 
all  over  the  world.  The  Mtnifter  now  talked  of  peace ;  he  hoped 
in  God  we  (houkl  foon  enjoy  tliat  bleffing  ;  but  as  the  Minifter  was 
fo  fond  of  his  own  calculations,  he  wiftied  he  would  fome  day  or 
pi^t  fit  down  in  his  clofet  and  calculate  whata  fum  of  human  hap- 
ptnefs  he  had  deftroyed  by  his  falfe  calculations  already ;  what  a 
wafte  of  human  life  he  had  occafioned,  becaufe  he  could  not  fooner 
difcover  that  the  French  were  **  capable  of  maintaining  the  accuf- 
tomed  relations  of  peace  and  amity  with  other  powers.'  He  did 
not  wi(h  to  diftrefs  the  Miniiler  with  any  unfeafonablc  applications, 
but*  he  believed  he  fliould  puzzle  him  a  good  deal  were  he  to  afk  at 
what  period  the  French  became  more  capable  of  maintaining  the 
ufiial  relations  of  peace  and  amity  with  other  powers  than  they  were 
at  the  moment  when  we  entered  into  this  couteft*  Here  Mr.  Fox 
took  *notice  of  the  great  difference  between  the  Minifters  of  the 
Elector  of  Hanover  and  thofe  of  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  with 
iefpe£t  to  the  prudence  of  all  powers  making  peace  with  the  French 
R^^niblic.  He  had  heard  it  often  faid  that  the  fpirit  of  the  people 
of  this  codntry  was  very  great.     He  believed  it  to  \}t  fo.     Hf 
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gloried  in  that  fpirit.     But  if  the.  fyilem  oo  which  this  war  was 
carried  on  \vas  to  be  continued  much  longer^  he  bad  his  dotibts  of 
the  continuation  of  that  fpirir.     A  great  people  who  faw  hundreds 
of  thoufands  of  cheir  fellow  fubjedts  fall^  their  national  debt  increafiad 
above  one  hundred  and  fifty  millions,  their  credit  finking ;  die  nc- 
ccfTarics  of  life  becoming,  by  their  price,  almoft  entirely  out  of  tl^ 
reach  of  ihe  labouring  clafs  ;  and  all  this  merely  becaufe  one  man, 
or  a  few  men  in  the  country  made  falfe  calculations,  were  not  likely 
to  pref^rve  their  old  fpirit.      Such  were  the  evils  which  tlie  Minif- 
tcr  had  already  occafioncd  by  his  falfe  calculations*  To  thcfc  charges 
he  hoped  the  Miniftcr  would  have  an  opportunity  of  anfwering  at 
the  bar  of  the  public.      He  knew'  that  every  man  who  rcafoned 
fairly  would  be  deeply  affedlcd  by  thefe  things.     Every  man  who 
thought  deliberately  upon  the  fubjed  would  mourn  over  the  hundreds 
of  thoufands  of  human  beings  who  had  loft  their  lives  in  this  contcft, 
becaufe  the  Minifter  of  this  country  mifcalculated  upon  tijc  power  of 
the  French ;  and  what,  in  comparifon  with  the  lofs  of  fo  many  hu- 
man lives,  was  trifling,  but  which,  in  other  refpedls,  was  mightiiv 
important,  was  the  accumulation  of  our  burdens.     The  national 
debt  of  this  couritry  was  now  above  four  hundred  millions  ;  he  had 
not  calculated  cxadlly  what  portion  of  it  was  owing  to  thi$  war  al- 
together ;  ftili  lefs  was  he  able  to  guefs  what  part  of  it  was  accu- 
Bnilatcd  at  particular  periods  of  the  war  ;  but  he  Was  now  ready  to 
declare,,  what  he  had  often  declared,,  and  ftill  oftener  felt,  that  he 
tliought  this  war  unjuft  in  its  commencement,  impolitic  in  its  pro- 
grefs,  and   he  believed  tlicre   was  nut   one  man  of  fenfe  in  this 
country,  who  had  any  wiGies  fyr  its  welfare,   who  did  not  from 
his  heart  wiHi  it  was  at  an  end.    This  he  was  fure  was  the  general 
wifli  of  the  people  of  this  country.      It  was  the  wi(h  even  of  that 
Houfe,  clfe  he  was  rtrangely  deceived.     This  brought  tq  his  mind 
what  had  been  lately  publiflied  by  a  gentleman  whofe  talents  he 
always  admired,  and  for  whom,   notwithftanding  every  thing  that 
had  happened,  he  h.ui  (till  great  eftccm,  he  meant  Mr.  Burke  \  that 
g^-ntleman  had  lately  publilhed  it  as  his  opinion,  that  the  minority 
in  Parliament  ([ycak  the  fcntiments.  of  the  people  of  England  at 
this  hour,  and  that  they  have  done  fo  for  fome  time  paft.     On  the 
fubjed  of  the  war,  Mr.  Fox  faid,  he.had  no  doubt,  but  that  the 
minority  fpoke  the  fentiments.  of  the  people.     On  the  fubje£l  of 
the  war,  at  leaft,  he  would  maintain  that  to  be  the  cafe  ;  he  believed 
it  to  have  been  fo  ever  fince  the  time  of  Roberfpierrc ;  but  he  would 
defy  any  man  to  (hew  that  this  was  not  the  wifli  of  this  country  only, 
but  alfo  that  it  was  not  the  general  wifti  of  all  Europe  at  this  hour. 
He  would. go  farther,  and  fay,  that  in  the  opinion  of  Europe  at 
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Urge  nothing  had  impeded  the  arrival  of  general  tranquilltty  for  a 
long  time^  but  the  opinion  of  the  Miniftcrs  of  this  country.      All 
this  arofe  from  the  mifcalculation  of  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man ;  however,  that  very  Mmiiler  now  talked  of  peace ;  but  let 
him  coniidcr  on  what  terms  we  are  now  likely  to  obtain  it,  and 
compare  fuch  terms  with  thofe  which  we  might  have  obtained  a 
great  while  agp>  and  then  let  him  endeavour  to  calculate  the  mit- 
chief  which  his  falfe  calculations  have  brought,    not    upon  this 
country  merely,  but  alio  on  all  Europe.     Perhaps  he  might  think 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  an  equivalent  for  all  we  had  fuffcrcd.     If 
he  did,  neither  his  humanity  nor  hb  judgement  were  to  be  envied. 
He  was  afraid;  he  faid,  that  there  was  no  quefiion  to  be  fiatcd  in  the 
refolutions  of  this  night  that  brought  in  queftion  the  propriety  of 
lending  money  to  the  Emperor,  without  the  confent  of  Parliament, 
and  therefore  he  could  not  manifeft,  by  his  vote,  his  opinion  upon 
that  fubjedl.     However,  when  it  (hould  come  before  the  Houfe,  he 
(hould  certainly  meet  it  with  his  diredl  negative,  for  it  was  a  vio- 
lent and  daring  attack  on  the  £riti(b  Conditution.      It  was  eflen- 
tial  for  the  Houfe  to  come  to  a  vote  upon  the  que  ftion,  Whether 
the  Minifter  was  to  be  permitted  to  apply  money  for  foreign  alli- 
ances without  the  cpnfent  of  Parliament  or  not ;  .  and  that  wc 
(hould  know  whether  we  are  in  a  free  country,  or  arc  mocked  only 
with  the  name  of  freedom  ?.    He  ftculd  fay  no  more  now  upon  this 
fiibjecft ;  he  (hould  take  a  future  opportunity  to  deliver  his  fcntiments 
with  refped  to  the  particular  taxcs^ 

The  refolutions  were  tlicn  put  and  carried ;  after  which  the 
Houfe  being  refumed,  the  report  of  the  Committee  was  ordered  to 
be  received  to-morrow. 

Tkurfdayi  %th  December, 

Mr.  GREY  moved,  that  the  order  for  bringing  Alexander  Morris 
to  the  bar  might  be  read,  which  was  according  done.  He  then  faid, 
that  there  was  no  qucl^icn,  but  a  breach  of  the  privileges  of  that 
Houfe  had  taken  place.  It  was  not  his  wifli  to  aggravarc  the  pu- 
nifliment  of  the  individual ;  but  he  thought  it  became  the  Houfe 
to  vindicate  their  privileges,  and  enforce  their  own  authority.  He 
was  of  opinion  that  the  perfon  in  cuftody  (hould  be  committed  to 
prifon,  for  what  length  of  time  would  be  hereafter  to  determine. 
He  moved  that  A.  Morris  be  committed  to  His  Majcfty's  goal  of 
Newgate.     Ordered. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  gave  notice,  that  his  right  honourable^ 
friend,  Mri  Dundas,  would    bring  forward  his  ftarement  of  the 
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financed  of  the  Eaft-Iiufia  ComfMrnf,  on  Mbaday  next,  alfo^  Aat  ht 
ihould  move  the  vote  of  credit  on  Wcdnefilay* 

Mr,  GREY  remarked,  that  the  Houfe  bad  juft  infliaed  a  pauA^ 
ment  upon  the  offence  of  difobeying  their  order :  but  however  great 
the  olfence  of  Alexander  Morris  was/  thofe  who  were  th«  caiife  oi 
his  abfenting  himfelf  from  givingf  evidence  before  the  Committee, 
^^re  infinitely  more  culpable.  He  fatdj  he  would  not  deal  in  ge« 
nerab  infinuations,  but  proceed  to  (late  the  information'he  had  re- 
ceived, in  order  that)  if  true,  the  Houfe  might  proceed  in  the  vincfi- 
cation  of  its  privileges,  or,  if  otherwife,  an  end  might  be  put  to  the 
reports  which  had  gone  abroad.  Mr.  Grey  then  Aated,  that  the 
Infixtnation  which  he  had  received  was,  diat  Mr.  Spodc,  an  Agent 
for  Mr.  Thelluflbn,  and  Captain  Bartlett,  had  induced  him  to  ab- 
{^nt  himfelf;  and  that  Captain  Bartlett,  in  particidar,  took  Mr. 
Morris,  in  a  pod-chaife  and  four,  along  with  him  to  Ireland,  with 
that  view.  He  had  been  alfo  informed,  that  when  Captain  Bart- 
lett, upon  his  return,  faw  Mr.  Morris's  wife,  who  expr^iied  her  om- 
com  on  account  of  her  huiband*s  abfenting  himfelf,  Captain  Bartlett 
told  her  it  was  nothing  at  all ;  he  might,  it  wto  true,  be  comimtted 
to  Newgate,  but  that  Mr.  Thelluflbn  would  advance  500!.  or 
whatever  fum  might  be  required,  to  defray  all  hie  cxpenccs  ;  and 
Arther,  he  was  aiTured  that  Captain  Bartlett  had  advanced  money 
for  Morris,  for  the  purpofe  of  keeping  him  out  of  the  way. 

Mr.  Grey  moved,  ^*  that  undue  pradices  have  been  ufed  to  pie* 
vent?  Alexander  Morris  from  attending  a  Committee  of  that  Houie, 
and  that  the  matter  of  the  faid  complaint  be  heard  at  die  bar  of 
the  H<jufe." 

Mr.  THELLUSSON  rofe,  and  declared  that,  upon  his  honour, 
no  fuch  practices  as  had  been  ftated,  had  been  purfued  with  his 
)inowledge ;  he  had  no  communication,  diredlly  or  indiccdly,  with 
Morris  ;  with  Captain  Bartlett  he  had  but  a  flight  acqusnntance ; 
and  as  to  wh3t  he  might  have  faid  to  Morris,  he  was  totally  igno- 
rant, and  could  confidently  affert  that  he  had  no  authority  firom 
him  ;  nor  had  Mr.  Speck  any  authority  whatever  to  tamper  with 
Mr.  Morris.  Mr.  Thelluflbn  faid,  he  thought  it  his  duty  to  &y 
thus  much  ;  farther,  he  did  not  mean  to  interfere  in  the  bufincfs, 
nor  tp  give  his  vote  upon  the  occaHon, 

Mr.  ANSTRUTHER  faid,  he  was  uncertain  whether  he  knew 
the  whole  extent  of  this  complaint.  It  did  not  feem  to  him  to 
amount  to  much  more  than  that  fomebody  had  infringed  the  free- 
dom  of  elcdtion  \  but,  fuppofing  the  complaint  to  be  in  its  nature 
ever  fo  precife,  the  prefcnt  appeared  to  him  to  be  an  improper  time 
for  the  difcuflion  of  thcf  (ubjcdt*     He  by  no  means  thought  ttiat 
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the  Houfe  (faoold  not  dtfimft  the  fubjed,  and  inquire  into  this  corw> 

pkiint ;  but  as  a  petition  had  been  advanced  againft  the  eligibility 

of  the  Memlier  htely  returned  for  Southwaik,  a  difcuflion  of  this 

complaint  at  prefent  would  be  premature,  and  might  operate  in  one 

fliape  or  other  to  the  prejudice  of  the  parties  inteiefied  in  this  ekc-^ 

tion.     In  the  cafe  of  the  former  petition,  the  Houfe  did  notgQ 

into  a  fimilar  inquiry,  bccaufe  it  would  prejudice  the  peHbn  againft 

whom  it  might  be  determined.     This  was  the  cafe,  when  the 

Committee  made  a  fpecial   report,  that  A.  Morris  had  refiifed  to 

obey  the  fummons  of  the  Committee.-  Me  thought,  that  the  Houfe 

would  not  do  that  upon  the  fuggefton  of  an  individual,  which 

they  refrained  from  doing  upon  a  fpecial  report.     It  would  be  im* 

proper  to^  into  this  bufinefs  pending  the  petition,  becaufc  its  dcci- 

fion  might  tend' to  the  prejudice  of  one  or  other  of  the  pardes,  and 

have  an  improper  influence  on  the  minds  of  the  Committee ;  and 

astheekd^ion  was  foonto  he  tried,  he  faw  no  inconvenience  from 

delaying  the  motion— ^e  therefore  ihould  move  ^he   previous 

qucftion. 

Mn  GREY  remarked,  that  the  queftton  was,  that  the  complaint 
(hould  be  heard  at  the  bar,  without  fpecification  of  time. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  fald,  he  fliould  focond  the  amendment, 
or  rather  he  could  wi(h  d\at  the  honourable  gentleman  who  made 
the  motiofi  would  withdraw  it.  He  thought  it  impoflible  that  the 
Houfe  could  go  into  an  exanunation  of  the  complaint  till  after  the 
docifion  of  the  cledion  Committee,  and  that  it  would  be  very  im- 
proper to  interfere  by  coming  to  any  determination  on  the  fubjeft 
of  this  complaint,  which  might  tend  to  prejudge  the  inquiry 
wUch  would  take  place  before  a  Committee  on  the  merits  of  the 
eleSion, 

Mr,  GREY  faid,  it  did  feem  to  him  that  it  would  be  proper  to 
oonfider  the  fiibye6t  before  the  Committee  entered  into  a  confidera- 
tion  of  the  petition,  in  order  that  there  might  be  no  obilacles  to  the 
pioGuring  of  proper  witnefTes ;  it  was  on  this  account  that  he 
buocight  forward  the  matter  of  the  complaint  now,  in  order  that  the 
peddoner  mi^t  be  enabled  to.  bring  before  the  Committee  what 
evidence  he  might  deem  to  be  neceflary  ;  but  he  did .  not  wi(h  to 
perfevere  againft  what  appeared  to  be  the  fcnfe  of  the  Houfe.  Be- 
fore he  fat  down,  however,  he  found  it  neccflary  to  fay,  that  when 
Mr.  Thelluifon  declared,  upon  his  honour,  diat  he  had  had  no  com- 
HKmication  with  Alexander  Morris  ;  he  was,  for  his  own  part,  as 
ready  to  give  iroj^icit  credit  to  that  declararion  as  any  man  in  the 
Houfe.  Mr.  ThellufTon,  however,  would  do  him  the  juftice  to 
|tooUcfi|  that  he  had  flated  nothing  from  his  own  informadon,  but 
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from  the  reports  of  others.  He  therefore  would  withdraw  hbino* 
tioriy  though  he  did  not  think  the  reafons  urged  againft  it  were 
firdng,  or  that  the  examination  of  the  complaint  now  would  be 
attended  with  any  improper  influence  upon  the  Committee. 

Mr.  Grey's  motion,  and  the  motion  for  the  previews  qucflion, 
were  both  withdrawn. 

'  Mr.  GREY  flatcd,  that  it  would  be  proper  to  difchai^  the 
order  for  the  attendance  of  Mr.  Speck  and  Capt*  Bartlett. 

The  order'  for  the  attendance  of  Mr.  Speck  and  Capt.  Bartlett 
was  accordingly  difcharged. 

Sir  EDWARD  KNATCHBULL  moved,    that  the   fpccial 
.  report  of  the  Southwark  Committee  (hould  be  read. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  probably  the  honourable  gentle- 
man had  fomc  reafons '  for  moving  the  reading  of  that  report,  of 
which  he  was  not  aware.  But  he  trufted,  upon  confideration,  the 
honourable  gentleman  would  alfo  withdraw  his  motion.  He  con- 
ceived it  expedient  upon  the  fame  grounds  as  the  laft,  becaufe  the 
reading  of  the  report  would  moft  probably  lead  to  a  difcuffion  which 
might  prejudice  the  petition  then  depending,  and  which  it  was  the 
fenfe  of  the  Houfe  ought  to  be  avoided.' 

Sir  E.  KnatchbuU  withdrew  his  motion.     . 

Mr,  HOBART  brought  up  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  which  v^^rc  read  a  firft  time ;  and  on  the 
queAidn  being  put  for  their  being  read  a  fccond  time, 

Mr.  FOX  rofe  and  faid  :  Sir,  it  is  not  my  intention  on  this 
evening  to  enter  into  any  detailed  argument  upon  the  refolutions. 
Future  opportunities  will  occur  of  difcufling  the  particulars  of 
which  they  confift  ;  and  it  is  my  carncft  wifli  that  every  Member 
of  the  Houfe  may  pay  the  moft  ferious  attention  to  the  fubjefi  to 
which  they  belong,  under  a  flrong  convidlion  that  the  greatcft  exer- 
tions will  be  nccJlary  to  put  tlie  finances  of  the  country  in  a  proper 
fituation.  But  this  is  not  the  point  to  which  I  propofc,  on  the 
prefent  evening,  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Houfe.  I  wifli  them 
now  to  attend  to  the  degraded  fituation  to  which  the  Commons  of 
Great  Britain  ftand  in  relation  to  the  Executive  Government  of  the 
country.  It  will  be  calily  perceived  that  here  I  allude  to  the 
1,200,000  which  has  been  granted  to  the  Emperor  by  Minifters 
without  the  confcnt  of  Parliament,  a  grant  which  I  contend  to  be 
directly  contrary  to  pofitivc  laws,  and  a  flagrant  violation  of  tbn 
conditution  of  Parliament.  I  certainly  "would  have  cxpc6ied|  that 
fince  the  right  honourable  gentleman  did  not  think  it  worth  his 
while  to  apply  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons  before  he  advanced  fuch 
a  fum  to  a  foreign  power,  that  when  he  itiformed  them  of  the  cir- 
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cumfiances,  he  would  have  accompanied  it  with  fome  explanation. 
But  from  the  mode  in  which  thenxmey  was  given^  as  well  as  from 
the  fpeech  of  the  Miniftef  in  opening  the  budget,  I  evidently  per* 
ceive  that  the  whole  affair  has  been  conducted,  not  for  the  conveni- 
ence of  MinifterSf  or  the  advantage  which  they  might  imagine 
"would  refult  from  it,  (though,  God  knows,  this  would  have  been 
bad  enough,)  but  that  it  has  been  done  for  the  purpofe  of  fitting  a 
precedent  in  the  annals  of  the  Conltitution,  from  which  the  public 
money  is  to  be  underdood  as  lying  at  the  difpofal,  not  of  die  Repre- 
fentattvds  of  the  People,  but  of  the  Minifters  of  the  Crown.    When 
I  went  home  lad  night  and  refleded  upon  the  various  fubjedls 
which  had  paiTed  under  difcuflfion,  I  mufl  confefs  that  I  felt  hurt 
at  the  idea  of  having  appeared  to  give  my  aflent,  at  lead  at  not 
having  pofitively  diifented,  from  refolutibns  which  appeared  to  me 
fo  extremely  unconflitutional.     I  confidcred  myfelf  as  having  been 
guilty  of  a  negleA  of  duty,  and  as  called -upon  by  the  relations  in 
which  I  ftand  to  my  conftituents,  and  to  the  country,  to  come  for- 
ward this  day  and  enter  my  folemn  proted  againft  a  meafure  which 
I  regard  as  aninfringement  of  the  rights  of  the  People,  and  of  the 
privileges  of  this  Houfe :  for  I   fhould  look  upon  myfelf  as  a 
traitor  to  the  public  were  I  to  vote  one  (hilling,  or  one  man,  for 
the  fervice  of  the  Crown,  without  the  confent  of  Parliament. 
We  have  been  in  the  praflice  of  hearing,  for  fome  time  pad,  very 
warm  and  elaborate  eulogiums  upon  the  conditution  of  the  country, 
notwithdanding  all  the  wounds  which  it  has  lately  received  ;  and  I 
always  thought,  that  whatever  differences  of  opinion  might  fubfid 
upon  fome  points,  there  were  others  on  which  we  were  all  agreed. ' 
Though  we  might  dificr  in  fentimcnts  rcfpcfling  the  preponderance 
of  power  in  one  branch  of  the  Conditution  over  another,  and  in 
affixing  precife  lihnits  to  each,  I  thought  and  believed  that  there  was 
no  man  who  would  maintain  that  it  was  right  and  proper  for  the 
executive  power  to  ufurp  the  legiflative  power  ;  or,  that  it  was  jud 
and  lawful  for  the  Crown  to  fuperfcde  the  office  of  Parliament. 
But  let  us  confider  the  nature  of  the  ti"anfa<5lion  before  us  : — Had 
Miniders,  when  Parliament   was  net  fitting,    found  thcnfclves 
called  upon  by.an  imperious  fenfe  of  duty,  dictated  by  a  combina- 
tion of  urgent  and  unforefeen  circumdances,  to  grant  a  certain  pe- 
cuniary aid  to  the  Emperor ;  and  had  they  taken  the  earlied  oppor- 
tunity, upon  the  meeting  of  Parliament,  to  fubmit  the  whole  of  the 
bufinefs  to  their  cdnlideration,  then  would  have  been  the  time  for 
the  Houfe  to  pafs  a  decifion  upon  their  conduA,  upon  a  candid  and 
impartial  review  of  the  (ituation  in  which  they  were  placed,  and  the 
motives  by  which  it  was  fair  to  fuppofc  them  to  have  been  auftated. 
Vol.  I.  CL^ 
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But  the  prefent  cafe  is  wholly  difierent.     Irt  die  oourfe  of  die  hit 
three  months  of  die  kft  Parliament  repeated  applications  were  node 
them  refpecSing  their  Intentions  of  granting  or  widihdding  peco- 
niary  afliAancc  to  tj)e  Emperor ;  and,  from  the  iilence  which  Acf 
perfevcred  in  preferving  on  the  occafiony  it  was  natural  to  infer  isi 
they  would  not  grant  fuch  afliAance  without  the  previous  eoncor- 
rence  of  Parliament.     In  fz&,  however,  we  find  that  a  great  part 
of  the  money  given  to  his  Imperial  Majefty  has  been  granted  with- 
out that  concurrence,  not  during  the  parliamentary  reccfs,  but  when 
Parliament  was  adually  fitting.     If  Parliament  had   not  been 
fitting,  and  Minifters  had  thouglit  it  prudent  to  grant  pecuniary  i 
alTiftance  to  the  Emperor,  I  fay  it  ought  to  have  been  aflcmbku"*  ] 
for  the  purpofe  of  deliberating  upon  it ;  but  when  Parliament  iris 
fitting,  ^  in  God's  name  why  was  not  proper  application  made  to  dtc 
Houfe  ?    Was  it  becaufe  Minifters  were  afraid  that  the  Hoofc 
wanted  confidence  in  them  ?  The  whole  coutfe  of  their  experience 
taught  them  the  contrary.     No  :  it  was  becaufe  the  right  honois- 
able  gentleman  thought  himfclf  better  qualified  to  judge  of  the  pro- 
priety  of  the  time,  and  the  extent  of  fuch  aflifbnce,  than  the  Houfe 
of  Commons^     I  (hall  not  difpute  with  him  at  prefent,   whether 
he  was  or  not.    The  Conftitution  fays,  he  was  not,  and  under  this 
authority  he  was  bound  to  acV.     The  Coniliturion  feys,  that  the 
public  money  is  at  the  difpofal,  not  of  the  Crown,  but  of  Parlia- 
xncnty  and  therefore  he  had  no  right  to  difpoTe  of  fuch  a  fmn  wirh- 
out  the  confent  of  Parliament.     I  do  not  argue  the  point  of  hh 
fuperior  knowledge,  or  his  fuperior  wifdom  ;  I  think  it  bixar  to 
fland  upon  authority  ;  and  when  the  Conftitution  fpe^ika  prcdfeiv, 
as  it  does  upon  this  point,  he,  nor  no  odiet  man,  has  a  rt^t  to  refiit 
its  will.     The  queftion  now  is,  ho^  whether  the  'O»^itotion  be 
good  or  bad,  Avhether  this  be  a  wife  or  unwife  arrangement  9  k 
has  its  advantages,  and  it,  no  doubt,  may  have  it^inconveraeiicics; 
but  it  was  his  dutv,  as  the  minider  of  a  free  conftitution,  to  adhere 
to  the  principles  which  it  has  laid  down,  and  to  die  roles  which  it 
lias  prefcribed  ;  the  firft  and  moft  important  of  which  is,  that  the 
difpofal  of  the  public  money  is  vefted,  not  in  the  King,  but  in  the 
People.     When  he  violated  jhe  fundamental  principle,  and  in- 
frmged  tliis  facre^  law,  what  elfc  can  I  infer  than  a  defire  to  cfta- 
blidi   a  precedent  againft  the  Conftitution.     The  ciicumftanccf 
which  have  accompanied  die  tranfaSion  juftify  the  inference  which 
I  draw.     I  find  from  the  accounts  upon  the  table,  that  a  confider- 
able  part  of  the  fum  was  iifued  in  November  laft ;  how  then  does 
the  matter  (land  ?  Minifters  finding  themfelves  called  upon  to  lend 
pecuniary  aid  to  die  Emperor  during  the  recefej  the  nKafure,  in* 
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Head  of  betng  laid  befbre  the  Parliament  immediately  upon  its  meet- 
ing, was  ftudioufly  concealed  for  the  purpofe  of  holding  out  as  a 
precedent  in  the  hidoiy  of  the  country  to  be  made  known  to  Great 
Britain  and  to  the  world,  that  the  difpofal  of  the  public  money  is  no 
longer  in  the  hands  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  but  that  it  is  in 
the  hands  of  the  Crown.     We  heard  fomething  like  an  apology 
yefterday  from  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  which,  to  me,  ap- 
peared as  unfatisfadlory  as  the  condudt  ^hich  it  was  brought  for- 
ward to  judify  is  unconditutional.     It  confided  of  two  parts  :  In 
the  firll  place,  that  Parliament  was  not  fo  good  a  judge  of  the 
anwunt  of  the  affiftance  to  be  grahted  to  the  Emperor  as  the  right 
honourable  gentleman ;  and,  fccondly,  that  from  the  difcuflions  to 
which  the  publicity  of  the  tranfadion  would  lead,  confiderabk  mif- 
chief  mi^t  have  taken  place.     With  refpedl  to  the  firft,  it  takes 
the  point  at  ifltie  for  granted,  by  fgppofing  that  an  abfolute  is  pre- 
ferable to  a  limited  Monarchy,  and  that  our  free  Conftitution  would 
be  much  better  were  it  transformed  into  a  defpotifm.     As  to  the 
danger  to  be  apprehended  from  the  publicity  of  the  tranfadion,  the  * 
pretence  may  be  ufed  upon  other  occafions  as  well  as  upon  this,  till 
at  lad  we  come  to  the  old  exploded  aigument,  that  the  money  of  the 
people  ought  to  be  vefted  with  the  King's  Minifters,  and  not  with 
their  own  ifeprefentatives.     In  fhort,  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man tells  you  he  did  not  think  it  worth  while  to  acknowledge  you 
gt  all  in  the  matter,  becaufe  you  were  neither  fit  judges  of  the  pro- 
priety of  the  quantum,  nor.  of  the  period  for  granting  the  money. 
He  takes  care,  however,  that  you  (hall  finally  be  informed  of  it ; 
but  when  r  When  it  comes  to  be  paid.     Let  us  fee  alfo  from  what 
fund  this  loan  has  been  raifed.     One  part  of  jt  has  been  raifed 
upon  vote  of  credit,  and  another  part  has-been  taken  fron()  the 
money  voted  for  paying  the  extraordinaries  of  the  year,  and  of 
courfe  certain  fervices  of  which  Parlian^nt  approved,  and  for 
which  it  made  proyifion,  remain  unpaid.     In  what  fituation  then 
is  the  Houfe  of  Commons  placed  ?  if  they  refufe  to  make  good  a 
debt,  which  I  hope  and  truft  they  will,  a  part  of  the  public  fervice 
will  remain   in  arrears.      They  are  reduced  therefore   to  this 
dilemma,  cither  to  difcharge  a  debt,  in  contradling  which  they  were 
not  acknowledged,  and  for  which  they  are  not  rcfponfible,  or  by 
refuiing  to  dif<rharge  it,  to  leave  fervices  which  wereT  fan6iioned  by 
their  approbation  unpaid.     When  we  look  back,  Sir,  one  cannot 
hdp  obferving  a  pteuliar  train  of  proceeding — for  the  firft  time  the 
budget  was  opened  this  feafon  before  the  extraordinaries  of  die 
anny  were  voted.  I  know  the  reafon  that  is  ^ven  for  ic  isj  that  the 
budget  was  opened  uncommonly  early  in  the  feafon.     I  would  rc-> 
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mind  the  Houfe,  however,  that  it  was  opened  lal^  year  on  the  yth 
of  December  as  well  as  this  year,  (with  this  difTerenccy  that  latt 
year  Parliament  had  not  been  fo  long  convened) ;  and  yet  the  ex- 
traordinaries  of  the  amiy  were  voted  previous  to  the  opening  of  thj 
budget.  This  fcafon  the  acbount  was  not  fo  much  as  produced  tili 
the  day  of  the  opening  of  the  budget,  more  ftrongly  to  mark  the  pre- 
cedent ;  and  that  it  may  be  faid  in  future  times,  that  in  1796  th: 
Minifter  of  the  Country,  after  having,  of  his  own  accord,  granted  a 
loan  to  the  Emperor  r.  ithout  the  confent  of  Parliament,  did  not 
deign  even  to  inform  them  of  ft  upon  their  meeting  ;  nay,  tljat  he 
had  kept  back  the  account  of  the  extraordinaries  of  the  year,  left 
the  Houfe  of  Commons,  by  fandioning  or  conniving  at  the  mci- 
fure,  might  in  the  lead  have  weakened  the  precedent.  When  I 
am  upon  this  fubjecSV,  I  cannot  refrain  from  remarking  alfo,  that  iaft 
night,  for  the  firft  time,  we  heard  that  the  country  was  at  war  with 
Spain.  Thofc  gentlemen  who  arc  in  the  habit  of  reading  the 
papers,  muft  have  fccn  it  is  fome  months  fince  it  was  openly  de- 
clared, that  letters  of  marque  have  been  iflued,  and  that  it  has 
been  announced  by  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland ;  in  (hort,  it  is 
only  in  their  capacity  as  Members  of  Parliament  that  they  did  not 
know  it  till  lafl  niglit.  I  am  aware  that  this  may  be  defended 
upon  the  fcorc  of  right,  and  that  the  prerogative  of  declaring  war  is 
veiled  in  the  Crown.  But  how  far  it  is  gracious  not  to  announce 
the  exercife  of  that  right  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  is  another 
queilion,  efpecially  when  it  is  recolled\ed  that  the  Minifters  of  the 
Crown  are  fo  little  fcrupulous  about  entrenching  upon  the  rights 
of  the  people.  To  return,  however,  to  the  fubjc(ft  of  difcuflion. 
Were  I  to  put  thequeftion  to  any  man  at  all  acquainted  with  the 
coni^itution  of  the  country  ;  when  expenccs  are  to  be  incurred,  who 
are  the  bed  juH;:tcs  of  the  propriety  of  incurring  them  ?  He  would 
anfwcr,  the  Commons  of  Great  Biitain.  And  were  I  to  add, 
when  the  propriety  of  incurring  certain  expenccs  is  decided,  who  arc 
the  heft  judges  of  the  extent  to  which  they  ought  to  be  incurred  ? 
He  would  not  hcfitate  alfo  to  reply,  the  Commons  of  Great  Bri- 
tain. Wiien  we  give  up  thcfe  two  ftrong  holds,  the  Conftitution 
is  loft.  What,  then,  are  we  to  think  of  the  Minifter  who  wrefts 
them  out  of  our  poffcflfion  ?  or  what  will  be  faid  by  future  hiftorians 
of  that  Parliament  which  tamely  gave  them  up  without  one  f}'lla- 
ble  of  remonftrance,  or  one  threat  of  defiance  ?  It  is  true  that  the 
Houfe  have  fo  far  relaxed  from  the  rigorous^  exercife  of  their  privi- 
lege as  to  give  a  vote  of  credit  to  the  Minifter  that  he  may  be 
enabled  to  meet  unforefeen  emergencies.  This,  however,  was 
always  to  a  limited  extent ;  but  in  the  prefent  inftance  die  rjght 
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honourable  gentleman  thought  diat  we  were  as  little  quali^*d  to 
judge  of  the  extent  of  the  afliftance  to  be  given  to  the  EnrfKror  as 
of  the  propriety  of  giving  it.     He  cannot  furely  pretend,  that  by 
twifting  any  vote  of  the  laft  Parliament  he  was  at  liberty  to  fencL 
pecuniary  fuccours  to  the  Emperor.     Notwfthftanding  the  obfe- 
quloufnefs  of  that  Parliament,  notwichftanding  all  the  wounds  which 
it  gave  the  Conffitution,  and  notwithftanding  all  the  evils  which  it 
has  intailed  upon  the  Country,  I  much  doubt  whether  it  would  have 
fandioned  a  propofal  for  giving  another  loan  to  the  Emperor.     But 
with  regard  to  this  Parliament^  I  hope  that  it  will  vindicate  its  own 
dignity  and  importance  at  the  outfct,  and  fhew  the  Minifters  of  the 
Country,  that  if  they  be  advifers  of  the  meafures  of  the  Crown,  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  are  the  guardians  of  the  public  purfe.     But  if, 
on  the  other  hand,  they  patiently  acquicfce  Jn  the  moft  daring  en- 
croachments upon  their  rights,  what  figure  will  they  make  in  hiftoiy, 
or  how  will  they  anfwer  to  their  Country  for  thofc  liberties  which 
they  wantonly  facrifice  at  the  (hrine  of  unprincipled  ambition  I 
The  right  honourable  gentleman  laft  night  expreiled  a  hope  that 
Parliament  would  continue  their  confidence  ;  but  I  hope  he  did  not 
mean  by  this  that  they  will  allow  him  to  go  on  difpofing  of  the 
property  of  the  country  without  their  confent ;  or  if  he  does,  I  hope 
that  in  this,  at  leaft,  they  will  difappoint  his  expedlations.     On  the 
prefent  evening  I  (hall  think  it  my  duty  to  take  the  fenfe  of  thejHoufe 
upon  every  queftion,  whether  of  fupply  or  of  ways  and  means  ;  and 
if  I  fucceed,  I  ftiall  move  on  an  early  day  that  His  MajeAy's 
Minifters,  in  granting  a  Loan  to  the  Emperor  without  the  confent  of 
Parliament,  have  been  guility  of  a  high  crime  and  mifdemeanor* 
If,  however,  the  Houfe  (hall  not  think  proper  to  agree  with  mc  on 
this  evening,  I  (hall  defer  that  motion,  conceiving  that  it  would 
not  be  attended  with  fuccefs.     I  hope,  however,  that  in  this  cafe 
the  fubjedl  will  be  taken  up  out  of  doors,  that  the  people  will,  in 
every  part  of  the  country,  exprefs  their  abhorrence  of  the  dodrine 
laft  night  delivered  by  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  and  that 
the  Houfe  of  Commons  will  be  obliged  (I  do  not  mean  by  force, 
but  by  the  voice  of  the  country)  to  affert  thofc  rights  which  they 
have  tamely  and  pulillanimoufly  furrendered.     For  my  own  part, 
I  confider  this  as  a  more  ferious  attack  upon  the  Conftitution  of 
the  country,  than  what  was  conveyed  through  the  writingsof  Pain, 
or  of  any  man  whatever.     The  nature  of  a  libel  is  explained  by 
its  tendency,  to  bring  into  hatred  and  contempt  the  Conftitution. 
Were  I,  faid  Mr.  Fox,  upon  a  Jury,  deciding  upon  any  compofti^ 
ti<»i  containing  the  fpeech  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman  lad 
night|  I  would  not  hcfitate  a  moment  to  pronounce  it  a  libel  upon 
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the  Conftitotlon :  for  if  the  dodbrines  laid  down  in'  It  are  Confiitii- 
tioiul,  oura  is  a  moft  vile  and  detciiable  Conftitation.  Evtn  after 
all  the  attacks  which  have  been  made  upon  it|  and  all  the  wodnds 
trhich  it  has  received,  we  would  have  Aill  (bed  our  blood  in  its 
defence ;  but,  if  this  new  defalcation  is  to  be  added  to  what  we 
were  formerly  robbed  of,  I  would  wi(h  to  know  what  Acre  is  left 
to  intereft  our  feelings,  or  to  Simulate  our  exerdons?  This  will* 
indeed,  be  an  incalculable  addition  to  all  the  woes  and  calarDities 
which  the  war  lias  induced  ;  and  if,  after  what  we  haye  kift  in 
money,  in  reputation,  and  in  blood,  we  are  alfo  to  fubmit  to  thb 
oppreflion,  the  Houfe  of  Commons  is  no  longer  to  be  confidered  as 
a  branch  o(^  the  Conltitgtion ;  and  there  will  be  little  in  our  Go* 
vernment  to  diftinguifh  it  in>m  tliat  of  obfotute  Monarchies. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT.  Thofe  who  never  before  had  an  op* 
portunilj  to  hear  the  fpeeches  which  the  rig^t  honourable  g<entle-» 
man  has  been  accuftomcd  to  pronounce,  and  of  obferving  the  line 
of  ai^gumcnt  which  he  has  been  accuftomed  to  employ  upon  every 
pxiblic  queftion  which  has  been  agitated  in  this  Houfe,  would  cer- 
tainly have  fuppofed,  upon  the  prefent  occafion,  that  this  day,  for 
the  iirft  time  in  his  life,  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  felt 
real  alarm  for  the  liberties  and  Conditution  of  his  country,  and  for 
the  firft  time  a  point  had  occurred  fo  intimately  connedled  with  the 
ptvfervation  of  their  political  rights,  that  in  the  event  of  a  dccifion 
hoflile  to  the  opinion  which  ^e  holds,  it  is  to  be  vindicated  by  no* 
thing  lefs  than  an  appeal  to  the  people^  But  it  has  happened  to 
thofe  who  have  often  had  occafion  to  attend  to  the  right  honourable 
gpitleman,  to  have  heard  the  fame  danger  reprefented,  and  die 
fame  confequences  applied.  It  is  not  once,  twice,  or  three  times  that 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  has  reprobated  with  the  fame  em- 
phafis,  fligmatifcd  with  ^he  fame  epithets,  and  denounced  as  preg- 
nant with  ruin  to  the  liberties  6f  the  country— meafures  wbTch  it 
has  been  thought  necelTary  to  bring  forward,  and  which  the  wifdom 
of  Pariiament  has  thought  proper  to  adopt ;  nor  is  it  now  the  firf( 
time  that  the  right  honourable  gentleman  and  thofe  who  fat  near 
him  have  mad^  a  (land  behind  the  lad  dike  of  the  Conftitution.  It 
is  not  the  firft,  the  feeond,  nor  the  third  time,  I  repeat,  that  upon 
points  which  a  great  majority  of  the  Houfe  and  of  the  Countty 
jdeemed  to  be  conncdlcti  with  the  prcfervation  of  their  dcarefl  intertft, 
the  right  honourable  gentlenrian  has  raifed  the  cry  of  alarm,  and  has 
affcdled  to  fee  the  downfall  of  the  Conflttution,  and  the  deflrudion 
of  our  liberties.  Not  many  months  even  have  elapfed  finoe  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  flated  with  the  fame  confidence,  and 
urged  with  the  fame  fervour,  that  the  liberties  of  England  wtce- 


annihilated,  and  its  Conftitution  gone,  if  certain  bills  then  pending 
jafled  into  law,  laws  under  whidi,  I  vtU  venturo  to  affirm,  that  a 
vaft  majority  of  the  people  of  this  oountry  agree  chat  the  fubftantid 
Ueflin^  of  their  free  government  have  been  prelerved,  and  tliQ  de^ 
ligns  of  our  real  enemies  have  hitherto  been  frnftrstted.     Nay,  not 
many  hours  have  ebpfed  fince  the  right  honoiirable  gentleman  gave 
a  two  month's  notice  of  his  intention  to  move  the  repeal  of  thdie 
a£ls  whSdi  he  once  reprefented  as  a  grievance  under  which  he  could 
not  fleep»     There  is,  indeed,  fomething  ftriking,  fonlething  pecu- 
liarly lingular,  in  the  manner  in  which  the  new  conftitutional  light 
has  broken  in  upon  die  right  honoui^ble  gentleman.     This  decla- 
ration of  miild,  which  has  infufed  fo  deadly  an  alarm  into  the, mind 
of  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  this  declaration  by  which  die 
Conftitution  is  annihilated,  was  made  yefterday !  This  deckuation 
is  admitted  to  have  been  made  in  a  way  the  moftcle;ir  and  difiinA, 
indeed  fo  clear  as  to  magnify  the  danger,  and  to  agrravate  the  of- 
fence.    This  declaration,  which  he  now  feels  to  be  fo  fatal  to  the 
liberties  of  the  country,  fo  repugnant  to  the  principles  of  the  Con- 
Hitution,  as  to  render  it  incumbent  upon  him  to  mfike  the  ground 
of  an  extraordinary  proceeding,  and  the  reafonof  fignal  animadver- 
"fion  againft  me,  did  not  yefterday  ftrike  him  as  of  fo  much  impor- 
tance as  immediately  to  call  him  up !  It  did  not  infpire  with  any 
particular  fenfation  his  honourable  friend  near  him  (Mr.  Grey),  a 
gentleman  by  nature  not  free  from  jealoufy,  and  of  a  vigilance:  which 
It  was  not  eafy  to  elude— *  it  had  not  how^rver  drawn  from  him  the 
fnialleft  remark  of  any  kind  chat  could  expofc  the  danger  with  which 
it  was  pr^nant.     It  never  difturbed  the  fcrenity  of  his  tsempev, 
though  perhaps  not  the  lead  liable  to  irritation,  nor  had  it  pnsventcd 
him  from  laying  before  the  Hbufe  the  details  of  his  varlousi  calcu- 
ladons  with  the  mod  calm  and  placid  equanimity,  th^  very  moment 
after  he  had  witnefled  the  death- wound  of  the  Condication  I  After 
an  interval  of  debate,  it  had  deranged  none  of  the  calculations  of  the. 
right  honourable  gentleman,  it  had  not  driven  out  o{  his  head  his 
rcafonings  of  the  three  per  cents,  his  remnrks  upon  ^\c  nA  ry  debt, 
norafmgle  circum(\ance  of  objcdHon  whicn  the  furvey  of  Ae  fub- 
jeA  had  prefented,  nor  had  it  deterred  hxxw  from  allowing  the  refo- 
lutions  tcf  be  c^ried  with  a  unanimous  vote.     But  after  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  had  (lept  upon  thi  i  fubjed,  he  dlfcovers  that 
the  fpeoch  which  he  yefterday  heard  withi  fo  much  indifference,  con- 
tains principles  of  fuch  dreadful  tendency,,  and  threatens  confequenees 
of  ftidi  fatal  (^i^uon,  as  to  lead  him  t  o  propofe  not  merely  a  ceiv- 
fure  of  the  dodlrines,  not  the  reprobatio  n  of  .die  particular  meafurt, 
4xK  merely  the  punKhment  of  the  pert  si  by  whom  it  was  uttered^ 
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but  which  would  induce  him  in  die  firft  infiance  to  take  revenge  £v 
die  enor  or  the  guilt  of  a  M inifter,  by  giving  his  vnegative  to  the 
whole  itfoludons,  which  have  no  relation  to  tht  pardcular  meafore 
in  (jpieition ;  which  would  prompt  him  to  fufpend   thofe  f applies 
whidi  are  calculated  to  give  confidence  to  the  ncgoeiations  for  peace; 
or  in  cafe  of  being  reduced  to  that  alternative*  energy  to  the  opera- 
tions of  war ;  that  would  induce  him  to  tell  the  enemy  by  the  very 
next  poft»  by  which  the  unanimous  determination  of  Parliament  to 
provide  for  every  (ituation  is  conveyed^  that  the  Houfe  of  Commons 
had  interfered  to  Aop  the  cSc&  of  their  formei^  decifiony  had  fufpcnded 
the  means  that  were  to  add  weight  to  the  exertions  of  the  Executive 
Government,  and  at  fo  critical  a  moment  of  the  negociation  had 
committed  the  interefts  of  this  country  and  her  allies,  and  flattered 
the  hopes  and  raifed  the  pretenfions  of  the  enemy.     Such  is  the 
length  to  which  the  propodtion  of  the  right  honourable  gentlenoan 
goes.     It  is  not  to  remedy  the  imputed  crime  which  has  been  com- 
mitted, nor  to  gaard  againfl  the  chance  of  its  occurring  in  future, 
but  it  is  calculated  to  derange  ever}'  meafure  which  may  be  in  train, 
^and  to  difappoint  every  dcHgn  that  may  be  in  contemplation.     I 
cannot,  however,  but  hope,  that  when  the  right  honouraUe  gentle- 
man has  viewed  the  fubjccl  with  more  confideration,  when  he  has 
again  flept  upon  his  wrath,  he  will  recur  to  that  coolnefs  which  he 
lirft  experienced,  and  that  his  vehemence  and  his  alarm  will  fubfide. 
But  whether  the  right  honourable  gentleman  is  to  be  deterred  by 
the  profpeft  of  the  dangers  which  mud  arife  from  the  meafure 
which,  he  propofes,  at  Icaft  I  cannot'  doubt  that  cdnfiderarion  will 
.  have  its  ju(l  weight  with  the  Houfc.     The  right  honourable  gsQ" 
tlem^io  fays,  that  if  he  fuccceds  in  his  prcfent  motion,  he  will  move 
the  f  [oufe  ;igainft  Plis  Majefty*s  Minifiers  for  the  part  they  have 
adlcd  upon  this  occ«(ion.     There  is  one  thing  that  I  will  intreat  of 
,the  right  honourable  gentletpan,  and  he  may  be  aflured  it  is  the  only 
fupplication  that  I  will  addrefs  to  him  upon  this  fubjedl;  and  it  is, 
that  !f  be  can  prove  to  the  Houfe  that  I  have  violated  the  ConiHtu- 
tion,  and  committed  the  crime  of  which  he  aCcufcs  me,  he  will  not 
defisr  a  iin^le  moment  to  take  the  (^cp  which  he  has  thu^tcncd  ; 
that  he  will  confine  his  efforts  to  that  objed,  and  that  he  will  not 
combine  with  the  vengcrvice  he  purfues,  a  meafure  that  involves 
the  rtjin  of  his  country.    Let  the  punifhment  defiined  for  Miniften 
light  upon  them  alone,  ;iud  let  the  confequences  of  the  meafurcs 
Jlrhich  diey  employed,  to  avert  the  dangers  which  threatened  thear 
country,  the  meafures  which  they  adopted  for  ^ts'  fafety,  for  the 
l^lvation  of  Europe,  reft  upon  themfelves.     This  much  I  addrefc 
to  the  right  honourable  gcaitlemani  not  for  perfoittl  confideradons. 
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nor  do  I  intreac  th^  boDn  as  a  matter  of  peHbnal  indulgence.     If 
ic  be  refttfed  by  him,  I  ho]pe  at  lead  that  the  Houfe  will  be  aduated 
by  more  moderate  feelings,  and  guided  by  wifer  maxims.     The 
reft  of  the  right  honourable  gendeman's  propofitions,  and  the  point 
of  his  ohfervations,  are  fo  exclufively  confined  to  myfelf,  that  I  am 
at  a  lofs  in  what  way  to  proceed,  or  whether  I  ought  to  trefpafs  upon 
the  Houfe  with  any  remarks  upon  them,  ilnce  the  fubjcA  is  in- 
tended for  a  mgre  full  dtfcuirion^     I  cannot>  however,  refrain  from 
cxpofing  the  Arange  and  eittraordinary  miGreprefentations  which  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  has  given  of  the  general  queftion  upon 
which  )ie  builds  the  conclufion  of  criminality ;  and  I  cannot  doubt> 
that  when  the  Houfe  perceives  the  foundation  upon  which  the  ac- 
cufation  is  raifed,  they  will  be  able  to  judge  of  the  efFe<Si  that  ought 
to  be  given  to  the  others  with  which  it  was  veiled  in  the  Houfe 
of  Commons^     The  right  honourable  gentleman  ftated  the  general 
principle  which  conftituted  the  chief  fecurity  of  our  liberties — the 
power  of  controuling  the  public  expenditure-^and  I  hope  there  is 
little  difference  of  opinion  upon  this  fubjeA.    The  right  honourable 
gentleman  iays,  that  if  there  is  one  thing  fure  in  the  conftitution^  it 
is  this  ;  and  if  it  be  violated,  he  maintains  that  the  people  (till  pof- 
{cfs  the  means  of  obtaining  rcdrefs.     After  the  reprefentations 
which  the  Houfe  have  heard  upon  the  dilapidations  which  the  Con- 
ftitution  has  fu^Tered,  and  the  invafions  committed  upon  the  public 
liberdes,  they  may  judge  of  the  reality  of  the  danger  which  is  now 
threatened,  when  it  is  even  now  admitted  that  refources  itiU  are 
left  by  which  it  may  be  oppofed^     Although  the  general  principle 
which  the  right  honourable  gentleman  ftates  as  the  eflence  of  the 
freedom  of  the  Conftitution  be  admitted^  it  cannot  be  difputed  that 
it  is  fubje£l  to  limitation.     At  every  period  (ince  the  commence^ 
ment  of  thofe  periods  to  which  we  refer  for  the  pure  praAice  of  the 
Conftitution ;  in  the  bed  and  mod  glorious  aeras  in  the  hifiory  of 
our  government,  the  principle  of  extraordinaries  has  been  received^ 
not   merely  for  individual  expences,  but  recognired  upon  general 
views.     It  has  prevailed  under  every  Adminiftration^  even  thofe 
Vith  which  the  right  honourable  gentleman  was  connected  ;  during 
the  three  lad  reigns,  and  in  the  mod  approved  periods  of  liberty  and 
conftitutional  policy.     The  right  honourable  gentleman  then  holds 
this  principle  without  exception,  while  the  pra6iice  of  ever}'  govern- 
ment proves  that  it  has  been  always  limited,  and  his  whole  argu* 
ment  is  applicable  to  all  the  exttaordinaries  that  ever  were  voted  by 
Parliament.     It  is  impoffible,  therefore  that  the  right  honourat^c 
gentleman  could  have  corredUy  fbted — I  can  hardly  believe  that  he 
has  fincerely  ftated*-Khis  argument,  which  his  experience  nfud  dif* 
Vol.  I.  R  r 
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avowi  and  his  knowledge  muft  inform  him  is  neither  confiflcnr  with 
die  principles  of  the  Conftitution,  nor  with  its  pradice  at  periods 
which  defcrve  to  be  followed  as  examples.     But  though  I  am  here 
aiguing  upon  general  points,  the  queftion  in  reality  comes  withm 
a  narrower  compafs.     The  right  honourable  gentleman  chufes  to 
overlook  in  one  inftance  what  he  alludes  to  in  another  part  of  his 
fpeeeh.      Did  it  never  occur  4o  hinvthnt  Parltauient  had  fometimes 
committed  to  His  MajeO>',  nor  new,  but  fpecial  powers,  which  fu- 
perfcded  all  general  queliions  ?      In  realih'  this  difcretionary  ptmer 
IS  cxprefsly  committed  to  His  Majcfty,      Before  I  fi^  down,  I  in- 
tend  to  move  that  His  Majcfty's  meffage  of  the  8  th  of  December 
laft  year  fhould  be  read,  and  likewifc  the  a£^,  granting  a  vote  of 
credit;      From  this'  it  will  appear  that  a  pov^xr  was  given  to  Hii 
Majefly  to  apply  the  fum  contained  in  the  vote  of  credit  as  the  exi- 
gencies of  the  State  might  require.     Suppofc  the  cafe,  which  wilJ 
not  be  a  lefs  fuitableilluilration,  becaufe  it  approaches  the  fad»  that 
powers  had  been  conferred  to  give  that  afliftance  to  the  alHes  of  this 
country,  which  our  own  intereft  and  the  circumftances  of  the  fitua- 
tion  required  ;  can  any  man  doubt  that  the  Minifter,  who  (hould 
have  helitated  to  iflue  that  fum,  which,  granted,  might  have  ena- 
bled our  allies  to  maintain  their  own  caufe,  and  to  defend  the  fafcey 
of  Europe,  and  who  (hould  have  allowed  the  enemies  of  Auftria  to 
complete  her  deftru£lion  by  withholding  a  fcafonablc  fupply,  would 
have  been  a  traitor  to  his  country,  and  would  havc^  merited  the  fc- 
vereft  puniftinlent  ?     The  vote  of  credit  laft  year  does  a<5lually  in- 
veft  the  Executive  Government  with  a  ciifcretlonary  power  of  ap- 
plyirjg  the  fums  granted  in  a  manner  that  beft  might  fuit  the  public 
exigencies,  and  the  money  applied  to  the  fervicc  of  the  Emperor  is 
within  the  amount  of  the  grant.      I  do  not  mean  to  fay  tliat  the  dif- 
cjetion  thus  vefted  in  the  Crown  is  abfolutc  and  independent  of  the 
control  of  Parliament,  or  that  the  Minifter  who  exercifes  it  in  an 
improper  manner  is  exempted  from  cenfure ;  but  in  what  man- 
ner I  underftand  this  limitation,  I  will  ftnte  when  I  am  called  upcn 
to  make  my  defence.     Whatever  be  the  iffiie  of  this  difcuffion,  I 
cannot  forbear  obfe'rving,  even  at  the  rifle  of  incurring  the  imputa- 
tion of  arrogance,  that  I  would  rather  be  convidcd  of  having  a<5ed 
a  prirlcipal  part  in  the  meafure  of  granting  a  fupply  by  which  the 
falvation  of  Auftria  wa^  fecured,  and  the  independence  of  Europe 
was  maintained,  than  be  acquitted  for  withholding  that  aid,  by 
which' the  caufe  of  our  allies  was  fucrificed,  and  the  general  intcrtfts 
of  mankind  compromifed.     At  prefent,  however,  tlie  queftion  is  not, 
Whether  the  conduct  of  His  Majcfty's  Minifters.  were  proper  or 
improper  ;►  whether  they  were  i  milled  to  praife  or  diferving  of 
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puniihcnent.  The  Hqafc  have  now  .to  determine,  Whether  they  (hall 
announce  to  France  tliat  the  fuppHes  of  the  year  are  to  be  flopped^ 
and  the  exertions  of  the  Executive  Power  furpendcd  ?  Whether  at 
a  moment  of  fuch  critical  importance  we  are  to  be  reduced  to  the 
unhappy  fituation  when  we  can  neither  profecute  the  negociation 
with  that  confidence  which  is  calculated  to  iufurc  a  favourable  ifluc, 
nor  prepare  for  war  with  an  energy  which  can  afford  |he  profpeft  of 
faccefs  to  our  exertions?  [The  mcflage  of  the  8th  of  December 
lift  year,  and  the  words  of  the  adl  granting  the  vote  of  credit,  were 
read  at  the  table.]  ; 

Mr.  Fox  ftated  in  explanation,  that  he  had  only  faid^that  extra- 
ordinaries  were  in  fome  meafure  inevitable, .  but  were  an  evil  that 
ought  not  to  be  c^^tendcd  beyond  the  neceflity,  and  that  it  was 
criminal  to  r^^fort  to  this  expedient  when  other  means  might  be 
employed.  . 

Sir  WILLIAM   POULTENEY  delared  that  it  was  with 
much  concern  and  aftoniihmcnt  hg  heard  on  the  preceding  evening, 
that  the  Minii^er  had  taken  upon  him  to  appropriate  fo  large  a  fum 
of  the  public  i^oncy,  without  the  confent  of  Parliament  \  and  this 
fentimtnt  he  knew  himfelf.to  beimprefTed  wi(h  in  common  with 
many  other  gentlemen.     He  was,  therefore,  very  well  pica  fed  to 
find  th^t  fubjeft  renewed  upon  the  prcfent  occafion.    The  difcuiTion 
that  was  now  brought  forward  was  reprefcntcd  on  the  other  fide  of 
the  Houfe,  as  if  it  were  only  a  cry  fct  up  by  pcrfons  anxious'  to 
arraign  the  conduct  of  His  Majefty's  Minil^qrs,  and  excite  in  the 
people  an  alarm  for  the  fafety  of  the  Conftitution.     This  defence 
would  not  do.     The  control  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  over  the 
public  purfe  of  the  country,  was  the  main  point  upon  which  rj^fted 
the  whole  of  the  Conilitution  of  Great  Bricain  j  and  though  Mr. 
Fox  might  be  accuftomcd  to  hojd  ftrcng  language  in  cafes  comp^* 
rati vely  ordinary,  yet  this  was  one  which  every  gentleman  mu ft  feel 
to  be  of  the  very  laft, importance,     The  juftification  offered  -by  the 
right  honourable  Chancdlsir  of  the  Exchequer  to  this  very  ferious 
charge,  was  chiefly  grounded  upon  two  arguments,  drawn  from  the 
\t'Drds  in  which  the  vote  of, credit  war  ej^pr^fled  :  ,Firft,.  that  it 
WIS  meant  to  dpfray  the  extraordinary  expences  of  \\)c  year.     Un- 
doubtedly it  was,,  and  unfortunately  it  happened  that  cxtraordinaries 
and  a  vote  of  credit  muft  be  granted  in  every  year  of  a  war.     But 
(urely  it  never  was  Intended  ^that  fubfidies  to  f<pr,eign  powers  fhould 
,    be  fupplied  by  a  vote  of  credit.    .  New  circumftances.  might  doubt- 
Ids  occur  to  render  it  proper  for  Minifters  to  exercife  their  difcre- 
tkm ;  but  here  the  circumftances  were  forefeen,  and  have  beqn  Igid 
before  Parliament.  The  difcovery  that  this  fum  had  been  a^yap^edi 
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came  out  in  a  very  fufpicious  manner  indenl.     It  couM  no  loi^ 
be  concealed.     1'bere  feemed  to  have  been  a  defire  of  concealing 
the  h&  as  long  as  poflible,  and  a  dlfclofure  was  only  compelled  bf 
neccffity.     He  could  not,  however,  gp  the  length  of  (lopping  the 
fupplieSy  though  he  was  of  opinion  that  a  vety  ftrong  mark  of  ccn- 
fure  ought  to  be  infiided  by  the  Houfe.    The  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman faid,  that  there  were  qualifications  to  the  general  princtiye, 
and  that  Minifters  were  allowed  to  exercife  their  difcretion.     It 
muft  be  confefledy  that  circumftanc^s  may  arife  when  Government 
was  pcrfeflly  juflifiable  in  remitting  fupplies  abroad,   for  fcrvkcs 
beneficial  to  this  country  ;  and  when  fuch  a  meafure  was  adopted 
by  the  prefent  Mtnifter  fome  years  fince  in  his  interference  with  re- 
gard to  Holland,  that  condud  received  his  mofl  hearty.approbation. 
This  prefent  cafe,  however,  was  of  a  very  different  defcription ; 
and  by  negleding  to  confult  Parliament  at  a  time  when  it  was  lit'- 
ting  on  the  expenditure  of  the  public  money,  the  Minifter  appeared 
to  fct  himfelf  above  their  control,  and  be  indifferent  as  to  their  ap- 
probation.    As  to  the  influence  a  parliamentary  fandion  to  this 
meafure  might  have  had  upon  public  credit  at  an  earlier  period^  he 
thought  it  too  trifling  a  cohGderation  to  weigh  againft  the  funda- 
mental principles  of  the  Conftitution;  arxl  with  regard  to  the 
credit  which  the  Miniiler  adumed  for  ading  advantageoufly  when 
he  concealed  from  the  enemy  the  intention  of  aflfbrding  fupplies  to 
our  ally,  as  well  as  their  extent  and  the  time  of  theirbeing  remitted, 
he  confidered  that  concealment  as  having  a  very  diffe-ent  eSe& ; 
for  it  was  clear  to  him  that  it  was  in  a  great  meafure  on  the  fup- 
poiition  and  aflurance  that  this  country  refufed  all  pecuniary  fup- 
plies to  the  Emperor,  that  the  French  felt  themfelves  emboldened 
to  make  redoubled  efforts,  and  advance  fo  far  into  the  heart  of 
Germany.     The  right  honourable  gentleman  afked,  whether,  in 
order  to  pafs  a  previous  cenfure  on  this  conduA,  the  Houfe  would 
adopt  the  propofition  of  Mr.  Fox,  and  in  this  critical  emergency 
ftop  the  fupplies  of  the  nation  ?     It  was  this  delemma  which  in 
his  mind,  a^ravatcd  the  mifcondu6t  of  the  Minider,  who  put  the 
Houfe  in  that  fituation,  that  it  muft  either  acquiefce  in  an  expendi- 
ture made  in  fo  blameabk  a  manner,  or  bring  danger  on  the  country 
by  (lopping  the  fupplies,  and  afford  fome  room  for  a  charge  ag^inft 
the  national  faith.     Upon  the  whole,  he  trufkd  that  this  proceed- 
ing would  not  pafs  the  Houfe  of  Commons  without  receiving  feme 
flrong  marks  of  its  difapprobation.     He  was  very  glad  that  the  fub- 
jeS\  had  been  brought  forward  in  the  way  it  had  been  done,  and  he 
hoped  that  the  Houfe  would  never  witnefs  in  future  a  limilar  vida- 
cion  of  the  pri^nciplcs  of  the  Confiitution.     The  inunenfe  navy 
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debt  which  had  been  conMded^  in  his  opinioiii  'proved  gr^t  mit 
management  and  want  of  forelight  in  that  department.  It  appeared 
that  great  abufes  prevailed  in  the  tninfport  fen^ce  ;  and  the  Houfe 
ought  ferioufly  to  inquire  into  the  caufes  which  had  occafioned  the 
ihameful  prodigality  which  had  been  obferved,  and  endeavour  id 
provide  a  remedy. 

Mr.  GREY  faid,  that>  after  the  found  conflitutional  fpeedi  of 
the  honoLfable  Baronetj  he  would  not  have  troubled  the  Hbufe 
upon  the  prefent  occafion,  had  he  not  felt  himfelf  called  upon  bf 
the  importance  of  the  queOion  itfelf,  and  perfonally  by  the  obferva- 
tions  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman.     He  had  been  accufed  of 
want  of  fairnefs  in  taking  notice  laft  nig^t  of  the  circumftance 
which  he  now  felt  fo  Arongly.     The  truth  was,  that  he  often  ibund 
that  he  omitted  what  he  intended  to  fay ;  and^  ih  this  view,  he 
had  often  occafion  for  the  indulgence  of  the  Houfe.     But  the  rigfit* 
honourable  gentleman  mud  recolle6ty  from  what  had  pafled  laft 
feffion  of  Parliament^  that  he  was  not  lefs  fenfibly  alive  to  the 
queftion  of  the  Imperial  advances  ;  for  then  he  had  pledged  htm- 
felf,  that  if  the  Minifter  dared,  in  contempt  of  the  privileges  of  die 
Houfe,  and  in  violation  of  the  Conditution,  to  advance  any  fums 
to  the  Emperor,  he  would  bring  forward  the  accufation  againft  him, 
as  he  hope(i  would  now  be  done.     The  right  honourable  gentleman 
faid,  that  this  was  not  the  firft,  fccond,  or  third  time,  that  he  and 
his  friends  had  feen  the  ruin  of  public  liberty  in  every  meaftire  of 
Adminifh^tion  ;  but  this  was  not  the  tenth  time  tiiey  had  Teen  the 
Conilitution  attacked  by  the  defperate  meafures    of    the   rig^ 
honourable  gentleman.      Had    the   Houfe  fooncr  perceived  the 
danger  which  threatened  the  Conflitution,  the  prefent  mcafare 
would  never  have  been  attempted  ;  and  if  th^ir  obfequioufnefs  and 
fcrvility  had  not  encouraged  the  defign  of  Minifters,  they  never 
wotild  have  feen  this  bold  and  daring  invafion  of  their  rights. 
When  at  Jaft,  however,  they  were  fenfible  of  the  danger,  if  the 
outrage  w^s  not  expiated  by  the  puni(hment  of  the  right  honour- 
able gentleman,  he  would  maintain  that  there  no  longer  was  any 
Conftitution  in  England.     How  mud  tlie  aflonifhment  and  indig- 
nation of  the  Houfe  be  increafed,  when  they  found,  that  when  Par- 
liament was  fitting,  when  the  embarrafTment  Government  felt  for 
money  was  fo  great,  thefe  advances  had  been  made  ?     At  the  very 
time,  when  he  had  afked  the  right  honourable  gentleman  what  he 
intended  as  to  an  Auftrian  loan,  veryconiiderable  advances  had  at 
that  time  been  made,  and  only  77,000!.  had  been  given  during 
the  recefs  of  Parliament.     Such  was  the  fad,  however,  as  was 
proved  by  the  dates  in  the  account  on  the  table.     Without  taking 
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Mf  fboKih  credit  Tor  the  vigikmce  imputed  to  bim  iromarlljr  bf  dw 
ri^t  honourable  gentlemany  be  was  convinced^  that  even  fliU  die 
army  extraordtnanes  ^o\Ad  not  have  been  prefentedy  had  it  not  been 
in  confequence  of  thequeAioHs  he  had  propofed  to  Miififters  on  this 
point.     Indeed  the  whole  fydem  of  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man  indicated  a  dedre  to  conceal  this  m?.ttcr  as  long  as  poffible. 
1  am  aware,  continued  Mr.  Grey,  that  the  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman will  reft  his  defence  on  the  general  principle  of  a.^ny  extra- 
ordinaries :  that  he  will  tell  us  a  cafe  of  real  exigeVicyy  is  a  cafe 
that  muft  and  ought  to  fuptrfede  the  inferior  demands  of  cconomi- 
caly  or  even  legiflative  prudence.     But  let  me  tell  that  gentlciiian» 
tfiat  no  financial  exigency  can  be  paramount  to  the  Conftitution. 
That  no  duty  Is  fo  facred  as  the  maintenance  of  it.     True,  its  moft 
vital  parts  have  been  attacked,  and  their  vigour  eflRuitially  crippkd 
and  deftroyed.    But  it  is  neverthelefs  incumbent  on  the  real  friends 
of  order,  to  uphold  what  remams  of  it,  and  ftruggle  for  the  reftota- 
tion  of  fuch  of  its  fundamental^  elementary  attributes,  as  have  been 
either  fubvertcd  or  abufed.     The  exiftence  of  the  Conftitution,  in 
titBt,  depends  on  the  vigilance  and  attention  beftowed  by  a  difcem- 
ing  Houfe  of  Commons  on  the  ads  of  Mimfters.  ^    Sik:h  a  Hoiife 
of  Commons  will  not  be  fatisfied,  on  great  conftitutional  quefiions, 
wtdi  pompous  declamatory  denunciations  of  tbeoppofeis  of  miaif* 
tcrial  arrogance,  of  the  foes  of  minifterral  profufion.     It  will  not 
be  £itisfied  with  retrofpeAive  and  unconftitutional  meafures  of  any 
kind  ;  but  will  in  every  ittuatton  evince,  byi  the  eondu6t  of  its 
Members,  that  there  Aill  is  a  barrier  to  incroachmcntsv  a  line  be- 
yond which  not  even  His  Majefty's  MiAifters  can  extend  their  pre- 
datory cfllbrts.     In  the  prefent  cafe^  it  cannot  for  It  moment  be 
ftfgned,  that  it  was  not  the  duty  of  Minifters  to  come  to  Parliament 
with  a  fpeCific  propofition,  foliciting  the  advice  and  conctirrence  of 
die  Representatives  of  the  People,  before  the  money  of  the  People 
was  applied,  in  a  way  that  muft  fubjed  them  to  be  afleflcd  mtth 
new  and  extraordinary  burdens.  ,  That  the  public  money  was  thus 
applied,   is  evident.      That  the  Conditution  was  infringed,  is 
equally  fo.     But  the  right  honourable  gentleman  will  tell  us,  that 
granting  our  principle  to  be  a  fundamental  principle  of  the  Confti- 
tution,  there  yet  is  an  exception  to  that,  as  well  as  to  aU  gieneral 
fttles.     He,  indeed,  has  told  us,  that  the  (um  advanced  to  the  Em- 
peror was  advanced  under  circumftances,  and  at  k  time  when  it  was 
ncceifary  that  the  exception  (hould  be  adopted.     Thus  he  takes  the 
exception,  and  argues  from  the  nccefiiry  of  the  cafe.     We  might,  in 
H)e  fame  way,  at  once  give  an  unlimited  vote  of  credit  to  Minifiers. 
Perhaps  die  right  honourable  gentkroan  will  next  tell  iis^  dal  any 
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account  of  the  diflnnrfement  of  the  army  extraordinaries  might  jdius 
be  avoided.     So  i^  might.     There  was,  however,  a  time  when  Ae 
right  honourable  gentleman  would  have  called  fuch  'an  exception^ 
as  he  has  this  night  adopted,  paltry ;  a  time  when  he  was  an  enthu- 
fiad  in  the  caufe  of  liberty,  an  econdmift,  and  a  reformer.    In  the 
year  1782  this  circumftance  of  cxtraordinaries  would,  by  the  right 
'honourable  gentleman,  be  fpoken  of  and  reprobated  as  an  evil  which 
could  not  be  too  jealoufly  watched,  as  an  infringement  ever  to  be 
refifted,  as  a  principle  that  could  not  be  too  fevcrely  reprobated. 
Thefe  avowedly  were  then  his  fentimcnts  of  that  fpecics  of  minif* 
terial  chicanery ;  infomuch,  that  immediately  after  he  was  made 
Minifter,  the  Houfe  was  called  upon,  by  a  fpcech  from  the  Throne, 
to  watch  with  jealoufy,  and  repel  with  dignity,  every  fuch  attempt 
to  dilapidate  and  infringe  the  Conftitution.     The  cxtraordinaries 
being  thus  formally  and  folemnly  made  the  fubjct^  of  a  fpcech  from 
the  Throne,  it  is  not  a  little  remarkable  that  the  Minifter  himfclf 
has  adopted  the  exception,  ipftead  of  thc'principlc.     It  is  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  who  has  fpedoufly  frittered  away  the  laws, 
who  has  attempted,  by  a  fort  of  fpecial  pleading,  to  deprive  us  of 
our  liberties.     A  certain  fum  under  the  authority  of  an  aft  of  Par- 
liament was  givcfi  to  His  Majefty  for  the  fertice  of  the  year'  1776. 
'^The  application  of  this  fum  was  reftriftcd  to  certain  purpofcs.     It 
was  to  be  applied  in  fuch  a  way  as  the  exigencies  of  affairs  might 
require  ;  but  it  was  meant  profpccVivcly,  not  retrofpeflively.   I  can 
prove  to  the  Houfe  that  the  fum  then  granted  has  been  ufed  rcrro- 
fpeflively,    inftcad  of  profpeftivcly.     On  the  3 1  ft  of  December, 
1795,   150,0001.  was  given  to  Colonel  Craufurd.     I  am  certain 
the  right  honpurable  gentleman  is  abftraftcdiy  of  opinion,  that  any 
appropriation,  fuch  as  he  has  made  of  that  vote  of  credit,  is  an  un- 
conRitutional  appropriation.     Not,  indeed,  do  I  think  that  the  laft 
Parliament,  fervile  and  obfequious  as  it  was ;  that  Parliament, 
which  took  more  from  the  liberties  of  the  people  than  any  Parlia- 
ment that  ever  exifted !     No ;  that  Parliament'  could  not  have  in- 
tended, could  not  have  confidered  that  vote  of  credit  as  conveying 
unlimited   power  to  Minifters.      If  there  were  now  in  the  Hc.ufc 
any  gentlemen  who  were  Members  of  that  Pntl  lament, .  Mr.  Grey 
faid  that  he  would  afk  them,  whether,  if  the  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman had,  at  the  time  that  vote  was  pnflcd,  ftarcd  to  them  that  it 
conveyed  a  power  to  His  Majefty's  Minifters  to  give  two  miHions 
and  a  half  at  their  difcretion,  as  a  fubfidy  to  the  Emperor,  they 
would  have  agreed  to  put  fuch  extraordinary  power  1*4  to  the  hands 
of  the  Executive  Government  ?    Much  pain,  and  niany  apprehcn- 
fions,  bad  arifen^  froih  the  fear  of  a  tlircatcncd  invafion  :  for  he 
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would  venture  to  fay,  that  no  invafion  or  attack  that  could  take 
place,  would  go  decidedly  to  the  deArudlion  of  all  that  was  valu- 
able, namely,  the  Liberty  of  the  Countiy,  as  fuch  a  power,  if 
lodged  in  the  hands  of  M iniAers. 

Viewing  the  fubjeiSl  in  this  light,  he  diought  it  his  duty  Co  op- 
pofe,  or  at  lead  fiifpend  the  fupplies  ;  aiid  thinking  fo,  he  would 
not  be  deterred  by  any  invidious  confhxi^on  which  might  be  pot 
upon  it.  It  was  afked.  Were  the  fupplies  to  be  fufpcnded  ;  the 
fupplies,  the  poflfciTion  of  which  would  afford  to  Covemmcnt  fo 
much  Weight  and  vigour  ?  He  would  anfwcr,  yes  ;  and  he  wat 
fure  wc  would  not  ncgociate  lefs  favourably  if  the  French  &w  that 
theHoufe  was  determined  to  maintain  its  rights.  The  firmncfs 
with  whioh  they  aflertcd  their  own  dignity,  would  he  a  pledge  of 
the  fpirlt  with  which  they  would  refent  the  infults  of  the  cnem}'. 
Aflbming  diat  exalted  lituation  on  which  a  free  people  ought  to 
fiand,  the}'  would  ncgociate  more  advantageoufly  with  a  free  peo- 
ple ;  a  people  that  he  hoped  would  remain  free ;  a  people  whom 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  confidered  capable  of  maintaining 
the  relations  of  peace  and  amity,  who  had  **  fnorted  away  the  in- 
digefted  fumes  of  the  blood  of  their  Sovereign/*  and  with  whom 
the  right  honourable  gendeman  deigned  to  ncgociate.  In  this  man- 
ner they  would  aS  worthy  of  a  free  people  ;  and  even  in  the  view 
of  policy,  this  was  the  conduct  to  be  purfucd.  But,  in  reality, 
the  propofition  did  not  go  to  negative  the  fupplies  :  it  was  intended 
to  poftpone  thcAi  for  the  prefcnt,  and  fufpend  them  till  the  wound 
given  to  the  Conftitution  was  made  whole.  He  therefore,  widi  leave 
of  his  right  honourable  friend,  would  move  an  amendment,  **  That 
the  fecond  reading  (hould  be  put  off  till  to-morrow  ;"  and  if  the 
Houfe  agreed,  he  would  to-morrow  move  the  Houfe  to  refolve, 
that  in  making  thefe  advances  without  the  confent  of  Parliament, 
the  Minifter  had  been  guilty  of  a  high  crime  and  mifdemeanor. 

Mr.  WILBERFORCE  faid,  he  was  avcrfe  to  poftponing  tlic 
pafling  of  tlic  rcfolution,  even  to  to-morrow,  on  the  fcorc  of  pro- 
priety and  policy,  but  more  particularly  when  he  recolleded  the 
eflential  diflcrencc  there  was  in  the  manner  in  which  the  bu(in:(s 
appeared  to  gentlemen  yeilerday  and  to-day,  and  the  great  difference 
thnt  might  poflibly  take  place  in  their  opinions  before  to-morrow  ; 
for  notwithllanding  what  had  fallen  from  the  honourable  Baronet, 
he  could  not  conceive  that  the  queffion  which  had  been  fu|gp(led, 
and  ftatcd  by  the  trembling  fears  for  the  Conftitution,  expieffed  bf 
the  honourable  gentlemen  on  the  other  fide,  had  any  thing  at  all  to 
do,  or  (hould  be  permitted  to  encumber  or  impede  for  a  moment  the 
very  important  and  ncceffary^  and  now  more,  th^ui  ever  iinportafit 


and  neceflaiy,  bufinefs  of  fupply.    He  faid,  he  felt  if  fo  be  hid  6titf 

to   fet  the  honourable  Baronet  right  on  a  fubjed  in  trhich  he  had 

fallen  into  an  error,  rather  inconfiftent  with  his  ufual  candour.   His 

right  honourable  friend,  the  Chancellqr  of  the  Exchequei^,  had  by  no 

means  left  the  matter  of  the  fubfidy  to  the  Emperor  to  repofe :  on 

the  contrary,  he  had,  in  his  fpcech  of  yeftcrday,  avowed  thsit  he  had 

mentioned  the  nftatter  then  as  a  ncceffary  part  of  the  financial  flate- 

ment ;  and  that  he  did  not  mean  to  reft  his  juftification  of  the  mea* 

•furc  there,  but  would  refcrve  it  to  be  the  fubjeS  of  future  difcuffion. 

This  having  been  the  real  ftatcment  of  his  right  honourable  friend, 

he  thought  the  honourable  Baronet,  in  dating  the  matter  as  he  had 

done,  and  in  drawing  inferences  from  that  fiatement^  had  not 

treated  his  right  honourable  friend  with  candour. 

I  do  not  (continued  Mr.  Wilbcrforce)  accufe  the  honourable 
gentlemen  of  Oppofition  with  want  of  candour ;  their  candour  has 
not,  for  a  long  time,  been  a  fubjetl  of  contemplation  with  me.  I 
cxpcdl  jufticc  from  all— candour  from  a  friend.  I  will  not  fay 
what  that  is,  which  I  expcA  from  the  gentlemen  of  Oppofition ;  but 
I  will  fay  what  I  do  not  exjxrdl  from  them— *-I  do  not  expedl  can- 
dour. The  honourable  Baronet  who  was  in  the  habits  of  friend- 
(hip  with  my  right  honourable  friend,  underftands  me.  I  leave 
It  to  himfelf,  whether  as  a  friend  he  has  treated  him  with  cancfcHnTi 
or. even  with  juftice,  in  making  the  ftatement  which  the  Houfe  ha$ 
juft  heard. 

The  nature  of  the  vote  of  credit  had  not  been  fufficiently  com-- 

mented  upon :  on  attentive  perufal,  it  would  be  found  to  convey 

an  impreflion  that  Minifters  were  authorized  in  employing  thd 

whole,  or  any  part  of  the  fum  provided  by  it,  in  fuch  mannet,  oe 

on  fuch  moafures  as  the  exigencies  of  the  State  might  require :  this 

confhrudtion  was  fo  literally  obvious  on  the  face  of  the  bill,  that  it 

could  not  be  conteOed.     Upon  this,  then,  a  quedion  arofe,  whe^ 

thcr  the  mode  in  which  Minifters  had  applied  the  money  was,  of 

Was  not,  necefTary  to  the  fuccefs  of  the  caufe  in  which  the  naCicil 

was  embarked.     Having  fiated  the  qaeftion  thus,  and  put  the  fub* 

jcft  on  its  proper  bottom,  he  would,  without  confidcring  or  imitsK 

ting  the  honourable  gendemen  oppofite,  who  fcemed  to  havo  dicif 

intcrmittents  of  opinion,  their  hot  and  cold  fits,  declare,  that  if  theft 

Was  no  neceflity  for  applying  the  money  in  the  way  in  which  it  had 

been  advanced,  he  would  be  found  not  among  the  laft  taeenfure  the 

condudt  of  MinifterSrf     But  every  one  who  would  determine  im* 

partially,  muft  recoUefl  the  peculiar  circumfiances  attending  the 

time  in  which  it  was  advanced  ;  the  date  .of  public  credit,  and  the 

iUte  of  our  allies ;  and  finking  a  juft  balance  between  tht  caution 

Vol.  !•  S  s 
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to  be  obferved  with  the  one,  and  the  attention  due  to  the  neccflicio 
of  the  other,  rhakeajuft  allowance  for  the  Difficulties  under  whidi 
Minifters  were  obliged  to  z&y  and  decide,  if  not  with  liberality^  at 
lead  with  juflice.  It  would  remain  for  the  wifdom  of  the  Houic 
to  confider,  that  if  the  Miniftcr  thought  it  neceflary  to  fupplj  ocr 
ally  ttie  Emperor,  in  his  very  critical  fituation  (a  (ituation  in  which 
our  own  fate  and  that  of  Europe  was  deeply  invol  ^ed)  with  a  laip 
fum,  the  effcdt  fuch  a  remittance  would  have  had  upon  the  funds 
prevented  him  from  doing  fo.  He  had  to  adjuft  the  balance  of  public 
credit,  venturing  fomething,  but  not  fo  much  as  to  occaHon  matcriai 
injury.  And  adling  with  the  confcioufncfs  of  reflitude,  it  was  na- 
tural for  him  to  truft  to  the  Parliament  of  a  free  and  liberal  Na- 
tion, to  protedt  him  from  thofc  who  in  all  cafes  would  afcribe  every 
action  of  his  to  I  he  very  worft  of  motivefi 

The  queftion  was,  how  far  his  right  honourable  friend  had  add 
Ti^t  ?  and  in  this  the  event  juftified  him.     It  appeared  from  da 
manner  in  which  the  money  was  iiTued,  and  tlie  difproportion  the 
whole  of  it  bore  to  the  fum  originally  intended,  that  he  was  fwayed 
by  the  motives  of  caution,  and  by  a  conrulcratton  of  the  neccfCrr, 
to  accommodate  himfelf  to  the  circumftances  of  the  times.      As  to 
the  e(Fe£t  that  his  condu(5t  had  produced,   it  was  obvious  to  every 
man.     Who  was  there  acquainted  with  commercial  afiairs^  wl» 
would  not  fay  that  the  ftate  of  public  credit  was  much  worfe  then 
.  than  it  is  at  prefcnt  ?     Every  fymptom  of  vcakncfs  at  fuch  a 
crifis  would  have  been  dangerous.     The  gentlemen  on  the  ether 
fide  of  the  Houfc  had  fpokcn  of  the  good  effe£t  whith  any  oppo- 
fition  to  the  fupplies  would  have  with  rcfpcA  to  the  negociations  on 
the  Continent,  by  difplaying  the  fpirit,  vigour,  and  encigy  of  a 
free  people  ;  but  he  fufpcc^cd  the  principal  encouragement  which 
could  be  given  to  thofe  ncgociacions,  would  be  by  facilitating  the 
provifions  of  die  year,  and  enabling  Minifters  to  carry  their  plans 
into  execution.     As  a  proof  of  this  opinion,  he  aiked  them  whether 
they  did  not  think  that  the  flourifhing  ftate  of  our  finances  had  pro- 
duced that  happy  change  in.  the  language  and   behaviour  of  the 
Diredory  to  Lord  Malmfbury.     If  any  afliftancc  had  been  given 
publicly  to  the  Emperor,  would  it  not  have  been  injurious  to  th« 
public  credit  of  this  country  ?      For  his  own  part,  he  again  con- 
4cfled  he  felt  the  mcafure  not  only  juftifiable,   but  dcferving  of 
praife  inftead  of  cenfurc.     To  fatisfy  the  Houfe,   however,  that 
his  conclufions  were  well  warranted,  and  that  a  vote  of  credit  was 
applicable  to  any  purpofe  which  involved  oxir  fafety  andprofperity, 
he  dedred  to  have  the  ad  of  Parliament  of  December,  1795,  bjr 
which  tlie  vote  of  credit  was  granted,  read.     This  being  done,  hs 
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contended  that  the  words  "  which  the  'exigency  of  the  circum* 
ftances  may  require,"  were  meant  to  convey  fuch  a  con(lra6lion 
as  he  gave  them.  But  it  was  faid>  that  this  was  a  mortal  blow  to 
the  Conftirution  ;  fo  he  had  heard  upon  many  former  occaflons,  and 
yet  the  very  perfons  who  then  pronounced  its  deaths  tacitly  admit 
its  cxiftcnce  or  its  renovation,  by  declaring  this  to  be  its  final  (hock. 
If  the  Conflitution  was  adtually  in  danger,  as  an  honourable  Ba-, 
fonct  had  declared,  he  thought  it  would  be  better  to  have  that 
danger  diftindlly  difcufled,  inftead  of  pouring  forth  vehement  de- 
clamations. 

Mr.  YORKE  thought  the  prefcnt  queftion  the-moft  important 
of  any  he  had  ever  heard  difcufied  fince  he  had  had  the  honour  of 
a  feat  in  Parliament.  He  wiflied  that  gentlemen,  however,  would 
difcufs  it  with  temper ;  for  if  ever  there  was  a  time  fince  the  Revo* 
lutidn  when  partial  afFe6)ions  and  party  interefts  ought  to  be  aban- 
doned, the  preient  was  that  time.  An  honourable  gentleman  had 
been  lavifh  of  reproach  upon  the  lad  Parliament ;  he  fuppofed  it 
was  pcrfed^ly  confiftent  with  the  rules  of  the  Houfc,  for  one  Par- 
liament to  abufe  another ;  but  as  a  Member  of  that  Parliament,  he 
conceived  he  had  a  right,  Mn  Vindication  of  himfelf,  to  fay,  that 
however  fervile  and  obfequious  that  Parliameot  might  be  called,  he 
did  not  know  that  he  had  (hewn  a  greater  degree  of  fervility,  or 
betrayed  a  want^of  proper  fpirit,  when  it  was  noceffary  to  do  other- 
wife,  more  than  any  Member  of  the  prcfent  Parliament.  To  re- 
vert to  the  fubjedt,  however,  more  immediately  under  confideration, 
•he  had  to  remark,  that  tI*o  gcntlen^.cn  who  had  fpoken  upon  it 
appeared  to  him  in  general  to  have  departed  from  the  queflion. 
The  queftion  before  the  Houfc  was  merely,  whether  the  refoluttons 
of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  Aiould  be  agreed  to  by  the 
Houfe,  for"" the  afliftance  given  to  the  Emperor  was  out  of  a  fum  of 
money  granted  by  a  vote  of  credit  to  defray  any  extraordinaiy  ex- 
pences  of  the  army  that  might  accrue ;  and  as  the  extraordinaries 
of  the  army  were  not  yet  voted,  it  was  confequently  a  feparate  con- 
fideration. Yet  an  honourable  gentleman  had  propofed  to  nega^ 
tive  this  queftion,  on  the  principle  that  the  money  granted  by  the 
vote  of  credit  in  a  former  year  was  mifapplied,  and  thereby  poftpone 
the  fupplies  neceffary  for  the  fervice  of  the  prcfent  year.  Such  a 
delay  in  the  provifion  of  the  fupplies,  be  conceived,  mig^t  be  of 
dangerous  confequence  ;  for  gentlemen  were  to  recollect,  that  we 
were  ftill  involved  in  a  dangerous  war,  and  at  the  moft  critical 
period  of  the  moft  crit  cal  negociation.  He  (hould  propofc,  there- 
fore, to  have  the  refolutions  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  • 
immediateiy  received  i    for  it  was  certainly  important  that  the 
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mofiffir  (hoold  be  granted  as  (bon  as  |>oflihle«  The  other  qiiefiiQa» 
vcTpe^ing  the  application  of  the  money  granted  by  the  vote  of  credit, 
mi^t  deferve  eonfideration  when  it  came  to  be  difcuflcd  icpaxBXdj^ 
and  that  was  all  he  wi(hed.  In  regard  to  his  opinion  of  the  appiii* 
cation  of  the  money  granted  by  the  vote  of  credit,  he  knew  no  lav 
nor  precedent  why  a  part  of  it  fhould  pot  be  fent  to  the  Empcior, 
any  more  than  why  it  (hould  tKft  be  fent  to  St.  Domingo  or  Tooloot 
if  the  exigenc}'  of  the  cafe  required  •  The  queflion  then  to  be  coo- 
lidered  was,  whether  the  exigency  of  the  circum({ances  did  require 
it,  and  upon  that  he  entertained  no  doubt  whatever.  The 
honourable  gentleman  had  propofed  to  poftpone  the  reading  of  the 
refolutions  till  to-morrow,  that  he  might  previoufly  bring  forward 
a  fpecific  accufation  againd  the  Minider  for  the  mifapplicatioo  of 
the  vote  of  credit.  Now  although  he  did  not  wiOi  to  have  the 
reading  of  the  refolutions  poAponcd,  as,  in  hi^  opinion,  they  by  no 
means  interfered  with  the  other  quedion,  he  certainly  hoped  the 
hon<>urable  gentleman  would  be  as  good  as  his  word  in  bringii^ 
forward  his  fpecific  accufation,  that  the  Houfe  might  determine  as 
fpeedily  as  poiTible  whether  the  Minificr  was  juftiiiable  in  his  ap- 
plication of  the  vote  of  credit,  and  .whether  the  exigency  of  the 
circumftances  did  adlgally  require  fuch  an  expenditure  Now  it 
appeared  to  him  that  the  Minifler  was  jufli Sable,  from  a  view  of 
our  relative  fituation  at  that  period  ;  and  that  inflead  of  reprobation, 
he  deferved  commendation.  And  it  a]^ared  moreover  to  him 
that  we  were  indebted  to  the  Miniflcr,  by  his  timely,  prudent  and 
cautious  afliAance,  for  the  deliverance  ;f  Gcnnany,  and  the  happy 
change  in  the  political  affairs  of  Europe ;  and  that  he  might  exclaim, 
in  the  fpirit  of  what  Scipio  faid  to  the  Romans,  ''  I  have  fpent 
i,aQo,QooL  but  I  have  faved  Germany." 

Mr.  HARRISON  obfcrved,  that  if  the  Minifter  had  thought  it 
abfolutely  neceflary  to  give  this  money  to  the  Emperor,  and  had  no 
opportunity  of  informing  Parliament  of  it,  diere  might  have  been 
fome  excufe  for  him  ;  but  that  was  not  the  cafe.  He  had  been  in 
poiTeflion  of  frequent  opportunities  between  the  granting  of  the  vote 
of  credit  and  his  alTiflarice  to  the  Emperor^  to  come  before  Pvlia- 
^  ment  and  afk  them,  whether  it  was  prudent  aikl  right  to  render 
that  affiftance.  That  we  were  to  fritter  away  the  Conflitutioi^  for 
a  pitiful  idea  of  a  temporary  rife  in  the  price  of  flocks^  appeared  to 
him  a  fubject  of  very  fesious  import*  He  treated  with  contempt 
the  idea  that  gentlemen  were  not  to  objci^  now  to  tliis,  becaufe  tfaq; 
pafled  it  over  lafl  night.  It  was  a  (pecies  of  obfervauon  which»  (oi 
want  of  better,  ibmeof  the  Minifter 's  adherents  might  ufe  ;  but  it 
had  as  little  to  do  with  the  queftion  befoEe  the  HoidG:,  as  it  had  to 
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do  with  common  fenfe.  He  maintained,  that  to  apply  money  with- 
out the  confcnt  of  Parliament,  as  it  had  been  applied  in  this 
Inftance,  was  a  high  mifdemeanor,  and  defervir^  &e  reprehenfion 
of  that  Houfe — the  more  fe  as  it  was  part  of  the  fyftem  of  the  Mi- 
nifter  to  take  away  all  the  power  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  and 
to  veft  it  in  the  hands  of  the  Executive  Government.  It  was 
upon  this  principle  that  barracks  had  been  eredled,  and  were  now 
ere£lit^  all  over  the  kingdom  ;  many  of  which  were  begun,  and 
feme  were  now  carrying  on  without  the  confent  of  Parliament. 
And  here  he  had  to  remark  the  (hamelefs  profligacy  in  the  fquan- 
dering,  of  the  public  money  upon  thofe  buildings  ;  for  a  fum  of 
575yOOol«  appeared  in  the  account  of  the  extraordinaries  upon  the 
table,  not  for  ereding  barracks,  but  repairing  them,  and  for  beer  ; 
and  the  other  day  as  he  was  paflTing  on  the  great  North  road,  about 
one  mile  from  Stilton,  and  five  from  Peterborough,  he  faw  one 
hundred^ men  working  clofe  tc^ether,  in  ere£ling  barracks  for  ten 
thoufand  men ;  and  forty  acres  of  ground,  he  underflood,  were 
purchafed  for  that  purpofe.  So  great  was  the  profufion  and  ex-< 
pence,  that  thefe.  barracks,  he  apprehended,  were  not  built  by  con* 
tradi  or  eilimate,  but  in  a  random  way  ;  and  the  men  employed  to 
build  them  were  not  only  (b  numerous  as  to  be  in  each  other's  way, 
but  had  fpent  all  their  mornings  in  idlenefs  at  the  public-Houfe,  till 
a  fuperintendant  went  down  lately  to  control  them.-  He  referred 
to  his  former  motion  with  refpeA  to  penOjns,  and  the  reception  it 
had  experienced*  After  the  holidays,  he  faid,  he  intended  to  bring 
forward  a  motion  to  take  into  coniidcration  the  flate  of  the  public 
expenditure,  and  decide  in  what  way  a  faving  can  be  made.  In  the 
mean  time  he  approved  the  motion  of  his  right  honourable  friend, 
and  concurred  in  the  amendment. . 

Mr.  WILBERFORCE  explained,  that  he  did  not  confider  the 
public  knowledge  of  the  aflidance  given  to  the  Emperor  as  aifedling 
the  3  per  cents,  merely,  but  as  produdUve  6f  more  fatal  confe-. 
quences  to  general  credit. 

Mt.  CURWEN  thought  the  queAion  under  conflderation  the 
moil  important  in  its  confequencc  that  he  had  ever  heard  difcuffed. 
It  was  not  merely  1,400,0001.  which  had  been  granted  to  the 
Emperor,  nor  the  fafety  of  Germany,  which  made  it  fo  im- 
portant, but  it  was  the  fafety  of  the  Briti(h  Conditutioo.  The 
Commons  were  always  coniidertd  as  the  guardians  of  the  public 
purfe ;  and  in  that  view  this  queflion  was  more  important  to  them 
than  if  the  threatened  invafion  were  abfolutely  put  in  execution, 
and  the  invaders  at  our  doors.  It  had  been  faid  the  loantothb 
Emperor  had  been  the  means  of  faving  Gexmany.     But  were  we. 
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as  Engliihmen,  to  prefer  the  faving  of  Germany  to  the  favii^  of 
our  Conftitution  ?     Miniftcrs  had  moft  atrocioufly  traduced  tt» 
bcft  rights — had  violently  fcized  the  liberties  of  Britons.      They 
held,  or  thought  they  held,  the  reins  of  power  fo  tightly,  that^not 
even  a  mortal  ftab  to  Englifti  freedom  could  roufe,  or  if  it  did  nmfc, 
could  be  fuccefsfully  refcnted*  by  the  defccndants  of  the  Andent 
Britons.     Minlfters,  however,  had  they  bedn  aware  of  the  fpirit  of 
•^(iftance   their  oppreflive  innovations  muft    eventually  provoke, 
would  have  come  to  this  Houfe,  not  with  a  memorandum  of  that 
tranfa^^ion,  but  wirh  a  bill  of  indemnity.      If  this  meafurc  of  the 
Miniftrr  was  fuhmitted  to,  there  would  be  an  end  at  once  €)(  the 
control  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  over  the  public  purfe,  the  only 
guard  of  conftitutional  freedom.     He  protefted,  from  his  confci- 
encc,  that  if  the  Houfe  did  not  rcfcnt  this  condufl  of  the  Minifter, 
there  would  be  an  end,  in  his  opinion,  of  all  refpcdl  to  them  from 
worthy  man  in  the  kingdoni.     He  obferved,  that  the  Miniftcr  had 
ftudioufly  endeavoured  to  degrade  the  Houfe  of  Commons  upon 
every  occafion,  when  he  had  an  opportunity  of  doing   fo.      An 
honourable  gentleman   oppofite  had  talked  of  the  candour  with 
which  a  delinquent  fliould  be  treated  by  his  friend  ;  but  he  was  of 
a  ditFcrent  opinion  ;  he  never  could  fhut  his  mouth  againft  abufcs ; 
and  if  any  fncnd  of  his  was  guilty  of  a  flagrant  delinquency,  he 
Should  blame  him  more  fevcrely  than  an  indifferent  perfon.     By 
fuch  improper  lenity  and  mifplaccd  candour,  the  people  h:id   uni- 
formly been  robbed  of  their  befl  rights.     Where  was  the  honour- 
able gentleman  s  (Mr.  Wilbcrforce)  candour,  when  he  faid  that  the 
Tote  of  credit  was  applicable  to*  the  purpofc  of  a  foreign  fubfidy? 
If  the  Mihifter  had  called  for  a  fubfidy,  would  not  the  clamours  of 
the  people  have  been  heard  aU  over  the  country  ?     But  he  would 
fay  fomcthing  for  the  right  honourable  gentleman  who  aflumed  fo 
much  fqr  the  privileges  of  the  Crown,  and  that  was,  that  he  wiCbed 
he  had  advifed  His^  M:ijefty  to  make  fame  facrificc  for  the  fecurity 
of  his  dominions,  in  conjunction  with  his  people ;  for  a  time  mar 
come,  when  the  public  fpirit  of  a  Monarch  (hall  avail  him  more 
than  all  the  glitter  and  parade  of  tinfel  and  pomp.     The  public 
had  a  right  to  expe£l,  when  all  ranks  and  degrees  of  men  were  fo 
heavily  burdened,  that  fome  very  confidcrable  fharc  (hould  have 
been  borne  by  the  Crown  itfelf.     Nothing  of  the  kind,  however, 
h«d  happened  ;  and  we  fee,  day  after  day,  that  the  power  of  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  was  ufurped  by  the  King's  Minifters.     Unlcls 
a  different  fyftem  be  adopted,  the  country  muft  fall  to  ruin. 

The  MASTER  of  the  ROLLS  could  not  well  fay,  whctJicr 
in  the  courfe  of  his  parliamentary  experience  he  had  ever  aflillcd  at 
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a  debate  on  a  fubje6l  of  a  nature  (b  delicate  and  important  as  that 
vrhich  was  now  before  the  Houte.   '  In  the  opinion  of  fomc,  it  ought 
to  fuperfedc  the  difcuffion  of  every  other  fubjciSt,  however  momen- 
tous, even  that  of  voting  the  fupplics  ;  while  others  fecmcd  to  re- 
quire that  Minifters  would  have  come  down  to  the  Houfe  for  an 
act  of  indemnity  to  fcrecn  them  from  the  confcquences  of  the  un- 
eonnitutional  meafure  which  they  are  accufed  of  having  adopted. 
To  neither  of  thefe  opinions  did  he  incline ;  nor,  indeed,  in  his  view 
of  thefubject,  did  the  prefent  qucftion  call  on  him  to  pronounce  on   . 
thefe  points.     In  general,  he  thought  the  fecond  thoughts  of  the 
gentlemen  oppolite  him  much  better  than  their  firft ;  but  on  this 
occaffon,  he  nnift  regard  their  firft  thoughts  as  preferable  to  their  fe- 
cond.    For  laft  night,  among  all  the  arguments  they  had  adduced, 
none  were  dircded  againft  the  fubjcd  now  in  agitation ;  neither 
fX)uid  he  conceive  what  had  put  it  in  their  heads  to  bring  forward 
the  queftion  they  had  now  ftarted  ;  for  Minifters  were  as  criminal 
and  guilty  laA  night  as  at  thrprefent  moment :  but  even  fuppofing 
them  thus  guiiity,  could  not  thefe  gentlemen  permit  the  prefent  bu- 
finefs  to  go. on  one  ftagc  more,  without  fuppofing  themfelves  pre- 
cluded from  bringing  forward  at  a  future  period  the  invcdigation 
they  feemed  fo  eager  to  inftitute.     The  queftion  now  was,   whe- 
ther the  Houfe  would  agree  to  the  report  of  the  ways  and  means  ; 
and  though  this  were  difpofed  of,  would  no  opportunity  occur  of  ag^« 
tating  thc^other  queftion  ?    Might  not  this  vote  precede  that  avia- 
tion?    Surely,  abundant  opportunities  would  offer  of  bringing  it 
before  the  Houfe ;  and  if  it  be  of  that  impiprtance  it  is  faid  to  be, 
ought  it  not  to  be  brought  forward  diredly  and  didindtly,  and  not 
collaterally,  and  implicated  in  a  bufinefs  with  which  it  had  no  con- 
nedlion  ?  At  prefent  he  ^as  not  prepared  to  decide  on  the  queftion, 
whether  this  condud  of  the  MiniAer  (hould  be  imputed  to  him  as 
a  crime  or  not.     It  was  not  the  quedion  that  now  awaited  decifion  9 
and  he  wiflied  that  no  gentleman  would  anfwer  what  might  be  £»• 
ther  offered  ^on  the  occafion  ;  for  his  part,  he  could  not  permit  him- 
felf  to  be  convinced  by  the  arguments  that  were  urged  on  the 
other  fide. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  SMILTH  faid,  that  as  much  greater  abilities 
than  his  had  been  exerted  that  night  to  convince  the  honourable  and 
learned  gentleman  who  fpoke  laft,  he  could  not  exped  to  be  able  to . 
convince  him.  With  refpe£t  to  the  argument  attempted  to  be  deduced 
from  the  words  of  the  vote  of  credit,  he  had  to  fay,  that  fimilar 
words  were  to  be  met  with  in  the  vote  of  credit  paiTed  in  1 794 ; 
and  fince  thofe  words  were  not  tlien  introduced  prophetically  wich 
reference  to  fuch  an  occafion  as  the  prefent,  they  could  not  haye 
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been  meant  to  dired  die  Chancellor  of  die  Exchequer  in  his  cooduB 
in  the  year  1796. 

The  queffion  for  the  Houfe  to  decide  on  was,  whether,  in  a  cc^i- 
ftitutional  point  of  view,  the  queftion  of  his  right  hon.  friend  was 
of  fufficient  importance  to  induce  the  Houfe  to  difmifs  the  neadic^ 
of  the  Tcfolutions,  and  give  that  the  preference  ?  If  the  quefticm 
of  his  rigbt  hon.  friend  was  conflitutionally  important,  he  thot^hc 
Ac  Houfe  would  not  confider  the  motion  for  delay  unneccilary. 

Lord  HAWKESBURY  wiOicd  the  charge  to  be  brought  for- 
ward diredily,  and  argued  fairly ;  ftill,  however,  let  it  be  brought 
forward  when  it  would,  it  did  not  prevent  the  Houfe  from  voting 
the  money  for  the  fupplifcs  that  evening,  becaufe  the  money  fcnt 
to  the  Emperor  was  not  included  in  the  queftion  of  the  refolutkms, 
nor  was  the  Houfe  pledging  icfelf  at  a  future  time  to  joftify  that 
expenditure.  All  mud  coincide  with  him  in  opinion,  that  the 
fupplies  ought  not,  at  this  particular  crifis,  to  be  flopped  uimeccf- 
farily  for  a  fingle  moment ;  and  as  d:e  queftion  alluded  to  could 
be  brought  forward  as  well  to-morrow,  he  conceived  no  prejudice 
could  arife  from  what,  in  fad,  would  only  be  the  appearance  of 
delay.  The  idea  flartcd  was  of  a  very  important  nature ;  aiKl 
thofe  who  entertained  an  anxiety  for  the  proper  maintenance  of  the 
Conftitution,  mu(t  wifh  to  meet  the  difceflTion  with  all  p^ffiblc  dif- 
patch.  His*  Lordfhip  deprecated  any  unneccfTary  delay  ;  but  its 
immediate  invefligation  appeared  to  him  abfolutely  incompatible 
with  the  honour  and  dignity  of  the  Houfe  and  Country ;  becaufe 
it  would  appear  to  give  a  negative  to  their  refolutions  of  laft  ni^t, 
fo  requifitc  for  the  fupport  of  our  operations  at  home  and  abroad. 

Mr.  FOX.  I  certainly  think  it  extremely  important  to  under- 
f^nd  what  the  queflion  is.  An  honourable  gentleman  has  (aid  that 
he  can  fuppofe  it  poffible  for  the  Houfe  to  vote  for  the  fecond  read- 
ing of  the  refolutions,  and  at  the  fame  time  not  to  negative  the  ob- 
jeft  propofed  by  my  honourable  friend.  But  what  is  this  but  to 
fuppofe  it  poillble  that  the  Houfe  can  pafs  by  a  great  conflitutionai 
queflion  in  order  to  vote  fupplies  ?  It  is  an  old  didum,  that  grie- 
vances ought  to  precede  fupplies,  and  which,  as  a  diflum,  no  man 
will  difpute.  And  what  is  demanded  ?  the  interval  of  a  fingle  day. 
A  noble  Lord  has  well  termed  it  an  appearance  of  delay.  Bat 
which  is  better,  this  appearance  of  delay,  when  it  is  propofed  to 
confider  what  I  term  a  violent  infradiion  of  the  Conflitution,  or 
this  appearance  of  indecent  precipitation  to  affent  to  the  fupi^ies 
brought  forward  by  the  Minifter^?  A  learned  gentleman  has  fqg- 
gefled  that  I  cannot  be  right  in  this  queftion,  becaufe  1  ftated  no 
oppofitbn  eti  the  particular  topic  laft  night.    Becaufe  at  a  late  hoor^ 
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and  amidfl'  a  variety  of  tbpics,  I  did  not  touch  on  this  particular 
topic,  am  I  not  to  be  permitted  to  rcfumc  the  fubjeft  ?   ,  Becaufe 
sfc  may  happen  not  to  urge  our  objeflions  to  a  meafure  in  the  firft 
inftancc,  arc  we  to  be  debarred  the  privilege  of  difcuffion  for  ever? 
Another  gentleman  tells  us,  that  we  have  no  right  to  talk  of  the 
death  of  the  Conftitution,  becaufe  we  have  predidled  it  more  than 
once. .    What,  may  we  not  anticipate  a  fatal  iffue  at  the  very  mo- 
ment we  perceive  the  fymptcjms  of  rapid  decay  and  approaching  dif- 
folution  ?    In  the  traitorous  cofrefpondence  and  alien  bills,  when  I 
found  that  all  found  principles  of  juftice  were  difregarded,  I  then 
thought  that  the  Conftitution  had  received  a  great  blow.    I  thought 
alfJ  that  it  had  received  a  great  blow  when  the  bill  fufpending  the 
Habeas  Corpus  was  fufFered  to  be  paflbd.     On  the  bills  brought 
forward  laft  year  I  cxpreffed  my  opinion,  that  if  they  were  carried 
into  laws,  and  afted  upon  to  their  extent,  they  would  tend  to  crufh 
the  fpirit  of  the  people,  and  fubduc  the  freedom  of  the  country. 
On  thcfe  fubjciSVs  I  am  told  by  gentlemen  on  the  other  fide,  that  I 
am  apt  to  be  declamatory.  If  when  I  feel  warmly,  to  fpeak  warmly 
be  to  be  declamatory,  I  confefs  that  I  am.     Though  I  think  there 
are  perfons  in  this  Houfe  addifled  to  ufe  as  much  declamation  with 
as  ftnall  a  portion  of  argument  as  I  am.     If  when  I  faid  that  thefc 
bills  would  fo  far  lower  the  fpirit,  and  infringe  the  privileges  of  the 
people,  I  had  added,  that  under  their  operation  the  Minifter  would 
come  down  to  the  Houfe,  would  declare  that  he  had  already  difpofed 
of  a  large  fum  of  public  money  without  the  advice  and  confent  of 
Parliament,  and  announced  his  future  intention  to  give  away  fums 
at  difcretion,  without  afking^  for  thdr  approbation,  would  nojt  tfiis 
have  been  called  declamation  ?     Could  it  be  fuppofcd  that  fuch  a 
daring  infringement  of  the  privileges  of  the  Houfe,  fuch  a  grofs  in- 
fult  to  the  charadter  of  the  Reprcfentatives  of  the  people,  would 
tamely  be  endured  ?   I  am  told  that  we  often  have  talked  *of  this 
'  laft  fight  for  our  liberties.     Yes  ;*  we  will  fight  wherever  we  can. 
Becaufe  diey  invade  one  fortrefs  of  the  Conftitution,  do  they  fuppofc 
that  we  will  tamely  lie  down  and  yield  ourfclvcs  to  flavcry  ?  No  ; 
we  will  make  a  ftand  in  thofc  fortreffes  which  may  yet  remain  ;  wc 
will  prefervc  while  any  thing  is  left  to  defend,  or  whilft  we  retain 
any  ftrength  to  ftrugglc  againft  the  foe ;  though  I  greatly  fear  tliat 
if  the  fame  fyftem  of  invading  our  rights  (liould  be  continued,  there 
will  (hortly  nothing  remain  which  will  be  worth  the  contcft.     The 
fubfidy  to  the  King  of  Pruflia  has  been  referred  to  on  the  prefent 
occafion.  That  fubfidy  differed  intirely  from  the  defcription  of  grants 
which  Miniftcrs  have  thought  proper  to  make  to  his  Imperial  Ma- 
jcftjr.    That  fubfidy  was  granted  diredUy,  and  under  the  fanclion  of 
Vol,  I.  T  t 
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a  vote  of  Parliament.    But  in  the  prefenc  inftance  a  fum  is  rDquired 
to  be  voted  for  a  retrofpedive  fervice,  which  has  not  fbtxned  ^ 
fubjeA  of  any  edirnate.     And  what  is  Aill  more  remarkable,  out 
of  this  fum  paid  to  the  Emperor,  only  709O00I.  were  remitted 
during  the  recefs  of  Parliament ;  all  the  reft  was  granted  at  a  time 
either  before  the  feparation  of  the  laft  Parliament,  or  at  a  pcrkxi 
when  the  prefcnt  Parliament  were  adtually  fitting.     And  what  is 
the  argument  employed  to  juftify  this  co];>du<S?  ^*  that  It  was  ne- 
cefifary  to  conceal  the  extent  of  the  fums  remitted,  in  order  to  keep 
^p  the  credit  of  the  country."     This,  indeed,  is  a  new  argument 
to  be  ufed  by  the  right  honoural^le  gentleman  in  a  Britifh  Parlia- 
ment—by the  right  honourable  gentleman  by  whom  we  have  been 
fo  often  reminded  to  look  our  fituation  in  the  face,  and  who  has  h 
often  enforced  the  maxim  to  give  publicity  to  all  our  financial  ope- 
rations, in  order  to  create  confidence  in  our  refources.     Undo-  all 
the  circumftancesof  the  cafe,  it  muft  appear  diat  the  whole  of  the 
tfanfad^ion  has  been  adopted  by  the  choice  of  Minifters.      I  was 
aftonifhed  when  I  heard  the  word  **  exigency"  adopted  in  the  pre- 
fent  inftance.     There  can  be  no  cafe  of  exigency,  however  impor- 
tant the  crifis,  if  that  could  have  been  done  with  the  confent  of  Par- 
liament, which  has  been  done  without  it.     Even  if  Germai^  has 
been  delivered  by  die  aid  which  has  been  granted  by  Minifters,  thaf 
aid  would  not  have  been  rendered  lefs  effe^al  by  the  interpofition  of 
Parliancient.     The  advantage  derived  from  the  policy  of  conceal- 
ment is  but  fhort  lived.    It  is  afterwards  dearly  repaid  by  the  con- 
ftant  fufpicion  which  it  begets   in  every  future  inftance.      If  the 
argument  fliould  be  ufed  by  a  free  people,  "  You  (^  that  money 
has  beer^   remitted  to  a  foreign  power ;  the  thing  is  impoffible  ; 
there  has  been  no  vote  of  Parliament  ?  the  Conftitutton  fbibids 
any  fucb  infringement  of  the  rights  of  the  Reptefentatives  of  the 
people."    The  perfon  to  whom  this  is  addreflfed' replies,  **  What 
is  all  this  to  me ;   your  Miniftcr  has  (hewn  in  a  former  inftance 
that  he  can  difpenfe  with  your  Conftitution,  and  contemn  the  rights 
of  the  Keprefentatives  of  the  People ;  he  has  given  money  on  a 
former  occalion  to  a  foreign  Prince,  and  why  (hould  he  not  have 
done  fo  in  die  prefent  inftance?"    Thus  from  the  duplicity  of  a 
Minifter,  diftruft  may  be  thrown  upon  the  credit  of  a  people,  when 
there  is  not  the  fmalleft  foundation  for  fufpicion.     Thus,  from 
his  daring  infringement  of  their  rights,  a  free  people  may  be  de- 
prived of  the  proud  boaft  and  invaluable  privileges  of  their  Condi- 
tution.     As  for  thofe  who  deceive,  they  may  gain  fome  temponry 
advantage,  but  they  lofe  all  real  advantage  of  chara£ler.  If,  there- 
fore, we  would  (hew  ourfelves  to  be,  what  we  really  are^  the  crea« 
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tyres  of  the  people,  and  not  the  truflers  of  Minifters,  let  us  not  be 
the  dupes  of  this  unprincipled  policy ;  let  us  be  mindful  of  the 
Iburce  from  which  we  fprung,  and  anxious  to  guard  the  rights  of 
thofe  to  ^whom  we  owe  our  delegated  truft. 

Ex  quibus  ortus  fis^  ncn  quihufcum  vivas,  confidera* 

One  honourable  gentleman  has  talked  in  fuch  a  ftile  of  afperity 
of  all  the  opponents  of  Minifters,  that  one  would  fuppofe  that>  in 
order  to  give  efFeft  to  his  cxprcffion,  he  could  do  nothing  Icfs  than 
bring  in  a  bill  to  filence  all  thofe  who  do  not  implicitly  approve  of 
the  proceedings  of  the  laft  Parliament, '  and  the  policy  of  his  fa- 
vourite AdminiAration.  Sir,  much  allufion  has  been  made  to  the 
line  of  argument  held  by  Oppofition.  If  we  talked  of  the  Confti- 
tution,  it  was  faid,  What  have  we  to  do  with  the  Conftitution  ? 
You  have  long  fince  predi<5cd  its  downfall.  You  are  one  of  thofe 
incorrigible  Jacobins,  who  have  no  intercft  in  the  conftitution.  If 
wc  talk  of  ths  meafures  to  be  adopted,  in  order  to  guard  againft  in- 
vafion,  it  was  afked,  What  have  you  to  do  with  invafion,  you  who 
would  even  wi(h  fome  mifchief  to  befall  the  country,  in  order  that 
you  might  exult  in  the  difgrace  of  Minifters  ?  Such  is  the  mode  of 
reafoning  by  which  they  attempt  to  anfwcr  our  argun)ent8.  Not- 
withftanding,  however,  this  fummary  mode  of  anfwering  all  oiar  ar- 
guments, and  which  goes  to  the  extent  of  taking  from  us  all  right  of 
difcuflion,  whilft  I  continue  in  this  Houfe  I  will  talk  as  becomes 
the  Reprefentativcof  a  Free  People.  I  was  born  free  ;  and  whilft 
I  live,  I  will  continue  to  be  free.  Whilft  I  fit  herci,  I  will  not 
forego  that  freedom  of  debate,  which  is  the  moft  effential  privilege 
of  a  Houfe  of  Commons.  The  meafurc  which  I  now  oppofe  is  a 
moft  daring  attack  on  one  of  our  deareft  and  moft  important  rights. 
And  if  the  Houfe  of  Commons  tamely  fubmit  to  fanction  fuch  a 
violation  of  their  moft  valuable  prerogatives,  the  confequcncc  ulti- 
mately muft  be  difgrace  to  themfelves,  and  ruin  to  the  country. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  exprcffed  his  determination,  under  the 
ciTCUmftances  of  the  prefent  moment,  to  prefs  the  meafure  of  imme- 
diately voting  the  fupplies,  without  allowing  himfelf  to  be  diverted 
to  any  extraneous  fubjedl  of  difcuflion.  He  at  the  fame  time  de- 
clared himfelf  ready  to  meet  the  difcuTTion  refpeding  the  grants  of 
money  to  the  Emperor,  whenever  a  fpecific  day  ftiould  be  appointed 
for  the  purpofe. 

Mr.  BASTARD  declared,  that  he  would  vote  for  imtnediately 
going  into  the  fupplies.  Yet  he  felt  himfelf  called  on  to  ftatc  that 
he  did  not  approve  of  the  meafure  purfued  with  refpefl  to  the  loan 
made  to  the  Emperor,  and  he  trufted  that  the  fcnfe  of  the  Houfe 
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would  be  fo  exprefled  on  that  occafion,  as  to  fscyan,  at  any  fmR 
time,  a  repetition  of  a  fimilar  conduct. 

The  Houfe  divided  on  the  queftipDy  that  the  vrord  **  to-monov' 
be  iijferted  indead  of  "  now." 

Ayes,  58-;     Noes,  164. 

The  original  queftion  was  then  put  and  carried.  The  rdbla- 
tions  were  read  a  fecond  time,  and  agreed  to. 

A  fhort  converfation  took  place  on  the  propofcd  additional  date 
on  fugar  and  coffee,  between  Mr.  Bryan  Edwards,  Mr.  ScwcJ,  the 
Chancellor  of  thc^  Exchequer,  &c.  After  which  the  Houfe  ad- 
journed. 


Lf/i  of  the  Minority  on  the  Amendment,  "  That  the  Report  of  tht 
Refolutions  of  the  Cnmniiiee  (f  Supply  be  deferred  till  to-fMmw.' 
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Smith,  W. 
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TuftOB,  Honourable  H. 
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TELLERS, 
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Taylor,  M.  A, 
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Ffiday^  f)th  December* 

Mr.  Manning  brought  up  the  London  Wet-dock  bill,  which 
was  read  a  firft  time. 

Mr.  MANNING  (aid,  that  as  a  bill  had  been  introduced  into 
the  laft  Parliament  which  explained  the  objeft  of  the  prefcnt  bill, 
and  the  Report  of  the  Committee  which  had  been  appointed  to 
examine  the  fubjedt,  prefented  fuch  ample  elucidations,  as  to  the 
tendency  of  the  meafure,  he  did  not  conceive  it  neceffary  to  trouble 
the  Houfe  with  any  j>articular  details.     Still,  however,  there  were 
fome  circumftances  which  had  come  to  his  knowledge  conneAed 
with  the  objedi  of  the  bill,  and  lUuftrative  of  the  grievances  which 
it  was  jntcndcd  to  remove,  which  were  fo  ftriking  that  he  begged 
leave  to  take  notice  of  them.     From  'the  inadequate  accommoda- 
tions which  the  merchants  of  the  city  of  London  had  for  its  in- 
^reafed  commerce,  their  property  on  board  the  (hips  in  the  river 
vas  liable  to  very  great  depredations.    He  had  been  informed  from 
he  bed  authority,  that  thefe  depredations  continued  to  a  very  dan- 
;erous  -and  alarming  height.     By  an  ad  of  Parliament,  paiTed 
Dme  time  ago,  called  the  Bum-boat  a£t,  a  power  was  given  to  ftop 
ny  boats  upon  the  river  loaded  with  goods,  of  which  a  proper  ac- 
ount  could  not  be  given  to  the  Magiftrates  by  the  perfons  convey- 
ig  them.     He  was  informed,  that  at  the  office  at  Shad  well,  out 
/f  three  hundred  and  forty-two  perfons  convicted  of  the  offence, 
nore  than  one  hundred  had  paid  the  penalty  of  40I.  which  the  a£l 
f  Parliament  impofed,  and  had  again  been  let  loofe  to  commit 
milar  depredations.     A  confidcrable  number  had  alfo  been  con- 
'6led  at  the  office  in  Whitechapcl,  and  had  been  liberated,  after 
Iving  paid  the  penalty.     This  (hewed  that  the  z&.  paffed  on  this 
fsjedt  was  not  adequate  for  the  purpofe,  and  that  fomething  more 
vs  ncecflfary  to  guard  title  evil.     This*  it  was  the  obje£l  of  the 
H  toefle£t  by  removing  1^  temptation,  and  the  opportunity  of  the 
.   cine.     As  the  bill  now  read  a  firft  time,  however,  involved  fuch 
a  iriety  of  interefis,  it  was  not  his  intention  to  hurry  it  through  the 
Htfe  wkbotit  allowing  every  party  to  be  heard,  and  every  objec- 
Uoto  be  obviated.     He,  therefore,  meant  to  have  the  bill  read  a 
fcctd  time  after  the  Chriftmas  recefs,  and*at  prefent  only  nx)ved 
tha  t  be  read  a  firft  time. 

lr»  Alderman  ANDERSON  was  glad  the  fecond  reading  was 
putF.  The  bill,  in  its  prefent  fhape,  would  ruin  a  great  many 
peri<^y  whofe  interefts  were  not  to  be  neglefted.  He  now  had  the 
fatisttion  to  fay,  that  the  plan  which  the  city  of  London  had 
been  ngaged  in  drawing  up  was  completed,  and  would  be  fub- 
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mitted  to  the  Houfe  immediately  after  the  Chiiftmas  reccTsy  and  be 
hoped  that  it  would  be  found  to  combine  fuch  an  attention  to  tk 
property  of  inviduals  with  the  public  accommodatioh  as  would  merit 
the  approbation  of  the  Houfe. 

Colonel  PORTER  gave  notice,  that,  as  he  underftood  that  bu- 
finefs  of  great  importance  was  cTxpeded  to  occur,  he  fhould  more 
that  the  Houfe  be  called  over  on  Tucfday  next. 

« 

Menday^   1 2th  December. 

Mr.  JEKYLL  faid,  that  if  cvtr  there  was  a  period   which  de- 
manded more  vigilance  on  the  part  of  the  Legiilature  than  ant 
other,  to  guard  againd  every  encroachment  on  the  ConiHtution,  this 
was  that  period.     It  was  his  duty  to  (late,  and  unlcfs  he  rocetvcd 
a  fatisfaclory  anfwer,  he  (hould  bring  before  the  Houfe  in  a  mcav 
detailed  (hte,  a  fubjeA  which  had  been  mentioned  in  all  the  dianu.' 
prints  for  fome  days  pad ':  it  was  a  letter  from  Mr.  Wodhall  to  cfa^ 
Earl  of  Northampton.     In  this  letter   Mr.  Wodhall  reprefentct 
ttiat  he  had  been  in  the  fituation  of  Deputy  Lieutenant  for  twentp- 
eight  years  ;  that  he  had  attended  a  meeting  under  the  new  militi 
afi  ;  that  he  had  found  the'placc,  where   the  Juftices  met,  fui- 
rounded  by  a  body  of  cavalry,  by  order  of  the  \Var-ofBce  ;  and  thi 
the  cavalry  prevented  the  appellants  from  coming  forward.     M» 
Jekyll  here  read  Mr.  Wodhalls  letter,  of  which  the  following  > 
«  copy : 

To  the  Earl  of  Northampton^  Lord  Lieutenant   of    the    countjl 

^  Northampton. 

"    MY    LORD, 

•*  On  going  yefterday  to  the  firft  meeting  for  Brackly  divifion,  nncr 
the  new  militia  aft,  I  obfcrvcd  a  troop  of  cavalry  parading  before  the  b; 
two  juftices  and  two  other  Deputy  Lieutenants  were  there,  and  jaft  ip- 
ceedings  to  bufinefs ;  they  all  aflbred  me  that  the  military  did  not  atM 
in  conicqucnce  of  any  application  from  them  ;  but  that  the  CommanlD^ 
officer  produced  orders  from  the  War  Office,  figncd  by  one  of  Mr.  W«i- 
ham's  clerks.  No  riot  or  difturbance  whatever  had  taken  place^d 
the  numerous  Conilables  appeared  fully  competent  to  the  pretervat})  of 
the  peace  ;  the  foldiers,  however,  continued  to  obftruft  our  door  ^g 
the  whole  day  ;  and,  on  my  remarking  the  delay  which  arofe  frq|  one 
of  the  Conftablcs  not  collcAing  the  appellants  from  his  pariih,  and  Urg- 
ing them  into  the  room,  he  excufed  himfclf  by  faying,  that  the  Idicn 
would  not  fufFer  them  to  enter  the  houfe. 

**  Under  this  Tie  wly- ad  opted  fyftem  of  military  government  it  i» 
highly  incompatible  wjth  my.  principles  to  aft  any  longer  as  a  ^utj 
Lieutenant.  Being  unacquainted  with  your  Lordfhip's  townrrefiincc,  I 
take  the  liberty  of  rcqucfting  Mr.  Markham  to  fill  up  the  diredl-D,  and 
forward  this  letter  by  the  poid,  and  to  keep  the  Deputation,  whli  1  ^' 


Dec.  li.]  DEBATES.  327 

ceiTcd  28  years  ago  from  Lord  Halifax^  till  he  hai  an  opportunity  of 
delivering  it. 

**  I  am,  my  Lord, 
**  Your  LordChip's  mod  obedient,  and 
"  Movt  humble  fervant, 

TirM/ord,  near  Buuhury^  Dec.  3,  1796.  "  M.WODHALL." 

After  having  read  the  letter,  Mr.  Jekyll  exprelTed  a  hope  that 
he  (hould  receive  feme  fatisfaSory  information  on  the  fubjed  from  , 
the  Secretary  at  War. 

The  SECRETARY  AT  WAR  faid,  that  he  had  waited  with 
rouch  anxiety  to  know  what  this  bulinefs  was  which  **  roared  fo 
loud  and  thundered  in  the  index  !"  He  had  not  been  able  to  forefee 
what  was  now  brought  forward,  and  was  indeed  wholly  ignorant  of 
the  tranfadion  to  which  it  related,  as  he  was  not  perhaps  fo  diligent 
in  thoperufal  of  the  Newspapers  as  he  ought  to  be.  The  honour- 
able gentleman  muA  therefore  remain  without  an  anfwer  till  he  had 
made  an  inquiry  in  his  office  with  refpedt  to  the  fubje6l  of  his  mo- 
tionC  If  an  order,  fuch  as  Mr.  Wodhall  ftated  in  his  letter  to  have 
been  fent  firom  the  War  Office,  had  ever  iffiied  fW>m  thence,  he  was 
convinced  it  muft  have  iflucd  on  fuch  an  application  as  fully  war- 
ranted the  meafure.  This  complaint  which  the  honourable  gen- 
tleman brought  forward  was  not  quite  fo  extraordinary  in  its  nature 
as  the  honourable  gentleman  feemed  to  coniider  it.  He  recolleded 
lad  feffion  to  have  heard  a  formal  complaint  made  by  a  noble  Lord 
(dx>rd  Ruflfel)  refpeding  the  interference  of  the  military  on  a  certain 
occafion ;  and  when  he  came  to  inquiry  into  the  matter,  he  found 
the  circumftances  to  have  been  intirely  mifreprefented,  and  that  the 
military  had  conducted  themfelves  with  moft  perfeS  propriety.  He 
had  little  doubt  but  that  upon  farther  inquiry  this  complaint  would 
turn  out  to  be  of  the  fame  nature. 

Mr.  JEKYLL  in  reply  faid,  this  recent  complaint  could  rtot  bf 
of  a  (imilar  nature  to  that  mentioned  lately  by  a  noble  Lora,  if  the 
cafe  were  truly  ftated  by  the  Secretery  at  War ;  infomuch  as  the 
Magifhates  a£ling  with*  Mr.  Wodhall  had  declared  that  ho  fuch 
application  had  been  made  by  them. 

Mr.  Secretary  DUNDAS  acquainted  the  Houfe,  that  he  had  a 
meflage  fronj  His  Majefty  to  this  Houfe,  figncd  by  His  Majcfty  ; 
and  he  prefented  the  fame  to  the  Houfe,  and  it  Was  read  by  IVlr. 
Speaker,  and  is  as  foUoweth,  viz. 

GEORGE  R. 

His  Majefty  is  concerned  to  acquaint  the  Houfe  of  CommonSy  that 
his  endeavours  to  preferve  peace  with  Spain,  and  to  adjuft  all  matters  * 
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in  di/cu/^n  with  that^  Cmrt^  by  an  andcaMi  negotiMfimif  have  been  ren- 
dered  ineffeSfualf  by  an  abrupt  and  unprovoked  declaration  if  vuar  zn 
the  part  of  the  Catholic  King. 

His  Majefty^  at  the  fame 'time  that  he  ftncerely  laments  this  addition 
to'  the  calamities  of  war^  already  extending  aver  fo  gre^  fart  / 
Europe,  has  the  fatisfa^ion  to  reflect ^  that  nothing,  has  been  omitted  a 
his  party  ufhich  could  contritute  to  the  maintenance  ^ peace,  on  ground- 
confiftent  with  the  honour  of  his  crown,  and  the  itrterefls  of  bis 
dominions. 

And  he  trufls,  that,  under  the  prat eSf ion  of  Divine*  Providence,  tht 
fifjnnefs  and  wifdom  of  bis  Parliament  will  enable  him  effedluedly  tz 
repel  this  unprovoked  aggreffion,  and  to  afford,  to  ail  Europe,  an  ad- 
ditiMal  proof  (f  the  fpirit  and  refources  of  the  Bridffi  nation. 

G.  R. 

Mr.  Secretary  DUNDAS  moved  that  His  Majefty's  meffagc 
fliould  be  taken  into  confideratton  ^to-morrow. 

Mr.  GREY  thought,  dtat  as  His  Majcfty's  fpcech  at  the  be- 
ginning  of  the  fcflion  had  announced  that  the  apparent  hoftile  dif> 
pofitions  of  the  Court  of  Madrid  had  led  td  difcuflions,  of  which  he 
was  not  then  able  to  acquaint  the  Houfe  with  the  final  rcfiilt ;  aiu 
as  fome  memorials  and  papers  muft  have  pafled  between  the  two 
Courts,  it  would  be  proper  that  diofe  papers  (hould  be  laid  before 
the  Houfe  previous  to  the  coniideration  of  the  meflSige. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  his  right  honourable  iiriend  had 
jufl  gone  to  the  bar  to  bring  them  up. 

Mr,  SdCrctarjr  DUNDAS  brought  up  a  copy  of  the  declaratioei 
of  war  by  the  Sparifh  Court,  and  notified  that  the  anfwer  to  thii 
declaration  would  be  laid  before  the  Htmfe  to-ntorrow. 

The  following  are  the  copies  of  thofe  papers  lead  upon  the  table  ^  the 

Houfe  for  the  pcrufal  of  the  Members : 

TRANSLATION  of  the  DECLARATION  of  WAR  of  the  Court 

of  Madrid  againft  Great  Britaik. 

Palace  of  St.  Laurence,  OSober  j,   1 796. 

Pulijhcdat  Madrid  the  %th  efOaoher. 

Received  officially  from  the  Marquis  of  Bute  ^  His  Majefiys  Ambaffador  at  tht 
Court  of  Madrid,  by  Lord Greuville,  December^,  1796. 

Wepminfter^  December  12,  1796. 

ONE x)f  the  principal  motives  which  determined  me  to  makepeace 
with  the  French  Republick,  as  foon  as  its  goTernment  bmm  to  c^e  1 
regular  artd  folid  form,  was  the  conduft  which  England  hadobierved  tt>- 
wards  mc  daring  the  whole  courfe  of  the  war,  and  the  juft  diflruft  which 


D;c.  ia.J  DEBATES,  329 

the  experience  of  her  ill-faich  ought  to  occafion  on  my  part  for  the  future. 
This  iil-faith  became  manifeft  in  the  mod  critical  moment  of  the  firft 
c^mpaign^  from  the  manner  in  which  Admiral  Hood  treated  my  fleet  at 
Toulon,  where  he  attended  to  nothing  bi^t  the  deilru6)ion  of  what  he 
could  not  carry  away  with  him ;  and  from  his  prefently  afrer  taking  pof- 
fei&on  of  Coffica,  which  expedition  that  Admiral  concealed  with  the 
greateft  care  from  Don  Juan  de  Langara,  when  ihey  were  together  at 
Toulon. 

The  Englifh  Minidry  afterwards  confirmed  the  fame  from  their  filcnce 
in  all  their  negociations  with  other  powers^  efpecially  by  the  treaty  which 
was  figned  Hk  19th  November,  1794*  with  the  United  States  of 
America,  without  any  refpedl  or  confideration  for  my  rights,  which  were 
well  known  to  them. 

I  noticed  alfo  that  ilUfaith  in  their  repugnance  to  adopt  the  plans  and 
ideas  which  might  accelerate  the  concluuon  of  the  war,  and  in  the  vague 
anfwer  Lord  Grenville  gave  to  my  Ambviffador  the  Marquis  Del  Campo, 
when  he  applied  for  fuccours  to  continue  it. 

I  was  finally  confirmed  in  that  opinion  by  the  injuftice  with  which  tliey 
-appropriated  to  th^infelves  the  valuable  cargo  of  the  SpaniQi  re-captured 
(hip  Saint  Jago,  or  Achilles,  which  they  ought  to  have  rellored  accorduig 
to  the  agreement  between  my  firft  Secretary  of  State,  and  of  the  Defpacho, 
the  Prince  de  la  Paz,  and  Lord  St.  Helens,  His  Britannic  Majefty's  Am- 
baifador ;  and  by  the  detention  of  the  naval  (lores  comiug  for  the  ufe  of 
loy  arfeuals  on  board  Dutch  vefTels,  the  forwarding  of  which  was  delayed 
under  frefii  pretexts  and  difficulties. 

Lailly,  I  had  no  doubt  left  of  the  ill- faith  in  the  conduct  of  England, 
from  the  frequent  arrival  of  Englifh  vefTels  on  the  coaft  of  Peru  and  Chili, 
to  carry  on  a  contraband  trade,  and  reconnoitre  thofe  coafts,  under  the 
pretext  of  the  whale  fiihery,  a  privilege  they  claimed  by  the  Nootka 
Convention. 

SuchAvere  the  proceedings  of  the  Englilh  Miniftry,  to  prove  the  friend- 
ihip,  20od  underlianding,  and  {lri<5l  confidence,  which  they  had  ofifered 
to  obterve  with  Spain  in  all  the  operations  of  the  war,  by  virtue  of  the 
Convention  of  the  f5th  May,  1793- 

Since  peace  was  concluded  with  tht  French  Republic,  I  have  no't  only 
had  the  beil-groonded  motives  to  fuppofe  England  harboured  an  intention 
to  attack  my  American  pofTeffsons ;  but  I  have  received  direft  injuries, 
which  have  confirmed  to  me  the  refolution  formed  by  that  Minillry,  to 
oblige  me  to  adopt  a  part  contrary  to  the  good  of  humanity,  torn  to  pieces 
by  the  bloody  war  which  is  annihilating  Europe,  and  contrary  to  the  fin- 
cere  dcfire  I  have  manifcfted,  on  repeated  occafions,  to  put  an  end  to 
it  by  means  of  peace,  propofing  my  good  offices  to  accelerate  its  con- 
clufiun. 

England  has,  in  faft,  (hewn  openly  her  views  againft  my  dominions, 
by  the  great  expeditions  and  armaments  fent  to  the  Well  Indiete,  deftined 
in  part  againft  Saint  Domingo,  in  order  to  impede  its  delivery  to  France, 
as  is  evident  from  the  pi:oclamations  of  the  Englifh  Generals  in  that 
ifland;  by  the  eftablifhment  of  trading  companies  in  North  America,  on 
the  banks  of  the  river  Mifouri,  with  an  intention  to  penetrate  through 
thofe  regions  to  the  South  Sea ;  and  laftly,  by  the  conqueft  fhe  has  jufl 
made  on  the  continent  of  South  America,  of  the  colony  and  river  of 
Demerari,  belonging  to  the  Dutch,  which  advantageous  fituation  puts 
her  in  the  way  to  occupy  other  important  points. 

But  her  views  have  been  ftill  more  hoftilcly  and  more  clearly  fticwn  by 
Vol.  I,  U  u       .  ^ 
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her  repeated  infults  to  my  f!ag>  and  by  the  Yioleifce  comniitted  in  the 
Mediterranean,  by  her  Ihips  of  war«  in  taking  out  of  diifereat  Spaxufik 
veflels  the  recruits  for  xny  armiesy  who  were ^  coming  fiba  GcBOia  to 
Barcelona ;  by  the  ads  of  piracy  and  vexation,  by  which  the  Corficaa 
privateers,  proteded  by  the  Englifh  Government  in  the  ifland,  dcfiroy 
the  Spanidi  trade  in  the  Mediterranean,  even  within  the  bays  of  tbeooal^ 
of  Cataluna ;  and  by  the  detention  of  feveral  Spaniih  veflcls,  kdea  with 
Snanifli  property,  which  have  been  carried  into  the  Englifli  ports  under 
frivolous  pretexts ;  efpccially  by  the  embargo  pf  the  rich  cargo  of  the 
Spaniih  (hip  Minerva,  executed  with  outrage  to  the  Spanifii  flag,  and 
dill  detained  in  fpite  of  the  moft  authentic  documents,  (hewing  the  faid 
cargo  to  Ix;  Spaniih  properly,  having  been  prefeoted  in  the  pn>per 
court. 

The  offence  has  not  been  lefs  grievous  which  has  been  ofered  to  the 
charader  of  my  AmbaiTador  Don  Simon  de  las  Cafas,  by  one  of  the  courts 
of  law  in  London,  which  ordered  him  to  be  arretted  on  the  ground  of  a 
demand,  made  by  a  matter  of  a  vcfltil,  for  a  very  fmall  fum  of  mooey. 

And,  ladly,  it  has  been  no  longer  poffible  to  tolerate  the  enorxnoui 
violrttions  of  the  Spaniih  territory,  on  the  coafts  of  Aucanr  and  Galicia, 
committed  by  the  brigs  of  the  Engliih  navy,  the  Cameleon  and  Kanguioo; 
and  that  which  took  place  at  the  ifland  of  Trinidad  was  ilill  more  fcan- 
dalous  and  infolent,  when  Captain  Vau^han,  commander  of  the  Alarm 
frigate,  landed,  with  colours  flying  and  drums  beating,  at  the  head  of 
his  whole  fhip's  company  armed,  to  attack  the  French,  and  revenge  in- 
juries which  nc  faid  he^had  received,  thus  diflurbing,  by  a  proceeding  fo 
offeiifivc  to  hiy  fovereignity,  the  tranquillity  of  the  inhabitants  of  that 
Ifland. 

By  fuch  reiterated  and  unheard-of  infults,  that  ambitious  nation  has 
repeated  to  the  world  the  examples  of  her  knowing  no  other  law  than 
that  of  the  aggrandizement  of  her  trade,  by  means  of  an  univerfal  dcCpo- 
tifm  by  fea.  She  has  gone  beyond  the  bounds  of  my  moderation  and 
forbearance,  and  obliges  mc,  in  order  to  fupport  the  honor  of  myCrgwo, 
snd  to  attend  to  the  proteftion  1  owe  my  (ubje^,  to  declare  war  agaiofl 
the  Kin<^  of  England,  his  kingdoms,  and  (ubjeAs,  and  to  command  that 
fuch  orders  be  fent  to  all  parts  of  ray  dominions,  as  may  be  beft  calevUtcd 
fbr  the  defence  of  my  beloved  fubjefts,  and  for  the  annoyance  of  the 
enemy. 

INSfVER  to  the  Dtclaration  of  PFar  $fihe  Court  of  Madrid  ttgmrifi 

Great  Britain^ 

*rHE  op^n  and  undifguifed  aggreflions  of  Spain,  the  violences  com- 
mitted againft  the  perfons  and  properties  of  His  Majefty't  fubjeds,  and 
the  unprovoked  declaration  of  war  on  the  part  of  that  power,  have  at 
length  obliged  His  Majefljr  to  take  the  neceffary  meafures  for  repdliRg 
force  by  force,  and  for  vindicating  the  dignity  of  His  Crown,  and  the 
rights  and  interefts  of  his  people. 

At  the  moment  of  adopting  theCe  meafures.  His  Majefty  thinks  it 
due  to  himfelf  to  remove  every  Ihade  of  doubt  which  could  be  thrown  (xi 
the  indfputable  juflice  of  his  cauiej  and  it  will  be  eafily  proved,  from 
the  very  reafons  adduced  by  the  Cooxtof  Madrid  in  fupport  of  its  decU- 
ration  (jf  war,  that  all  the  calamities  which  may  enfue  from  it  are  foldy 
to  be  attributed  to  the  condud  of  his  enemies* 
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^  A  fimpfe  reference  to  that  declaration,  and  abareenameration  of  the 
vagne  a^d  frivolous  charges  which  it  contains,  would  indeed  be  fufiicient 
to  iatisfy  all  reafonable  and  impartial  minds,  that  no  part  of  the  conduct 
of  Great  Britain  towards  Spain  has  afforded  tl^e  fmalleft  ground  of  com- 
plaint, much  lefs  any  motive  fufRciently  powerful  for  adding  to  the  prefent 
calamities  of  Europe,  all  the  evils  of  a  new  and  complicated  war. 

The  only  difficulty  of  a  more  detailed  reply  arifes  not  from  the  ftrcngth 
and  importance  of  the  complaints  alledged,  but  from  their  wcaknefs  and 
futility -^frora  the  confufcd  and  unintelligible  (hape  in  which  they  are 
brought  forward,  and  from  the  impofiibility  of  referring  them  to  any 
«ftabli(hed  principle  or  rule  of  judice,  to  any  ufual  form  or  topic  of  com- 
plaint between  independent  governments,  or  to  any  ol[  thofe  motivci 
which  can  alone  create  the  painful  duty  of  an  appeal  to  arms. 

The  afts  of  hoftility  attributed  to  His  Majefty  in  the  manifcfto  of 
Spain^  coniift  either  of  matters  perf6(5^1y  innocent  and  indifferent  in 
cheiT  nature,  or  of  imputed  opinions  and  intentions  of  which  no  proof  is 
adduced,  nor  any  efiedl  alledged,  or  lallly,  of  complaints  of  the  mifcbn- 
dufl  of  unauthorized  individuals ;  refpedling  all  which  His^Majeily  hat 
never  failed  toinilitute  inquiry,  where  mquiry  was  neceflary,  and  to  caufe 
judice  to  be  done  in  the  regular  courfe  of  judicial  proceedings.  The  very 
nature  of  fuch  complaints  affords  a  fufHcient  anfwer  to  the  concluHon  at- 
tempted to  be  drawn  from  them  by  Spain ;  and  His  Majefly  cyht  have 
been  well  juftified  in  declining  all  farther  difcuffion  on  points}%n  which 
it  was  manifeft  that  no  jud  motive  of  hoflility  could  be  srdunded. 

Such,  however,  was  not  his  conduA.  Anxious  to  avert  From  both  king- 
doms the  calamities  of  war,  he  has  repeatedly,  but  in  vain,  propofed  to 
^juil,  by  amicable  difcuffion,  all  points  of  difference  whicl^could  fub- 
fid  between  the  governments  o(  two  mations,  whofe  real  intereds  were 
the  fame,  and  whp  had  ^n  equal  concern  in  oppofing  the  progrefs  of  « 
common  enemy* 

Thi«  difcuflion  having  always  been  dudioufly  avoided  by  the  Court  of 
Madrid,  it  now  remains  only  for  His  MsQedy  to  vindicate,  in  this  pub* 
lie  manner,  hit  own!  caufe,  and  to  prove  the  futility  of  thofe  pretencet 
by  which  that  .Court  now  feeks  to  colour  its  aggreifion. 

The  fird  point  brought  forward  to  fupport  an  accufation  of  ill-faith^ 
is  the  condud  of  the  King's  Admiral  at  Toulon ;  who  is  charged 
fvith  having  dedroyed  thofe  Hiips  and  naval  dores  of  the  enemy  which 
he  could  not  carry  away  with  him ;  and  with  having  afterwards  under- 
taken an  expedition  to  Cordca  without  the  knowledge  or  participation 
of  the  Spanidi  Admiral.  To  an  accufation  of  fuch  a  nature,  alledged  as 
a  ground  for  war  between  two  great  nations,  it  can  hardly  be  expeftcd 
that  a  ferious  anfwer  (hould  be  given.  It  is,  perhaps,  the  fird  time  that 
it  has  been  imputed  as  a  crime  to  one  of  the  commanding  officers  of  two 
powers  ading  in  alliance,  and  making  common  caufe  in  war^  that  he 
did  more  than  his  proportion  of  mifchief  to  the  common  enem^.  And  if 
it  be  really  true  that  fuch  a  fentitnent  was  entertained  at  Mad  rid »  cer- 
tainly no  other  judidcation  can  be  neceflarv  for  not  inviting  the  officers 
of  that  court  to  join  in  fubfequent  expeditions  againd  the  fame  enemy  : 
at  all  events,  it  cannot  be  pretended  that  a  co-operation  between  two 
allies  (however  cordial  and  dncere)  in  any  one  particular  enterpri'/e^ 
could  afterwards  redrain  either  of  them  from  undertaking  feparately  any 
other,  to  which  his  own  force  appeared  in  itfelf  to  be  adequate. 

The  fccond  indance  of  ill-faith  attributed  to  His  Majedy,  is  the  con- 
fladon  of  a  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce  with  the  United  States  of 
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America^;  a  power  .with  whom  both  Great  Britain  and  Spain  ircTcat 
peace  ;  with  whom  the  King,  as  well  as  Hia  Catholic  MajHly,  was  pcr- 
feftly  free  to  contraft  any  fach  engagements ;  and  with  whom  the  Court 
of  Madrid  has  aflually  concluded  a  fimilar  treaty,  with  this  diffcfcccc 
only,  that  the  ftipulations  of  the  Britifli  treaty  can  give  no  ground  of 
offence  or  injury  to  any  other  ppwer,  while  the  Spanifti  treaty  contairs 
an  article  (that  rerprc\ii^g  the  navigation  of  the  MifiifTippi)  which,  if  h 
could  have  any  force  or  c^Tc(\  at  all,  would  be  on  the  part  of  Spain  a 
direft  breach  of  treaty  vvitli  Great  Britain,  and  a  groft  violation  of  the 
important  and  un  jucllio^able  rights  of  His  Majefty  and  His  People. 

The  fame  ill-faith  is  (M  to  have  been  manifefted  in  the  unwillingnrfi 
(hewn  by  the  Britifh  Government  to  adopt  theplans  propoied  by  Spain 
for  haftcning  the  conclofion  of  the  war  with  France,  (bat  ^rhat  theft 
plans  were,  it  is  not  ftatcd),  and  alfo  in  the  omitting  to  comply  with 
an  application  made  by  Spain  for  pecuniary  fuccotlrs,  as  necellary  to 
enable  her  to  adl  againft  the  common  enemy.  The  failure  of  fuch  as 
application  cannot  certainly  be  matter  of  furprize  to  any  one  who  coiv 
fiders  the  fitiiation  and  conduct  of  Spain  during  the  war.  It  can  hardlr 
be  alledgcd  even  as  an  excufe  for  the  precipitate  peace  concluded  by  Spain, 
without  the  knowledge  of  her  allies ;  but  It  is  difficult  to  conceive  hwr 
fuch  a  rcfufal  can  be  made  a  ground  of  hollility  towards  Great  Britaio, 
or  with  what  confilleiicy  the  inability  of  Spain  to  profecure  the  foraicr 
coBteft  without  pecuniary  aid  from  its  -ally,  can  have  become  a  motive 
of  engaging  gratuitcufly  in  all  the  expcnccs  and  diflSculties  of  a  ntw 
war,  againft  that  very  power. 

With  regard  to  the  condemnation  of  the  St,  Jago,  (a  prize  taken  from 
the  enemy  b)  His  Majcfty's-naval  forces),  His  Majefty  has  only  to  rephr 
to  the  injurions  afleriions  on  that  fubjeft  in  the  Spanifli  manifeilo,  rha: 
the  claims  of  all^  the  parties  in  that  caufe  were  publicly  heard  and  dt;- 
cided  according  to  the  known  law  of  nation^,  and  before  the  only  com- 
petent tribunal ;  one  vvhoft*  in^partiality  js  above  all  fufpicion. 

The  conduel  of  His  Majefty  refpeding  the  naval  ftores,  which  were 
claimed  by  Spain,  though  found  on  board  Dutch  veflTels,  has  been  in  like 
manner  exempt  from  all  blame ;  nor  was  any  unneceflary  delay  interpofeii 
refpeding  thofe  cargo.'s  till  the  equivocal  conduft  of  Spain,  and  the  ftrong 
and  juft  fufpicion  of  hrr  hoftile  difpofitions,  made  it  impoffible  for  His 
Majelly  to  confcnt  to  f^  pply  her  from  the  poits  of  his  dominions  with 
the  means  of  aftin^j  ai^pinft  hinifelf. 

The  next  chnrg?  relates  to  the  alledged  miftonduft  of  fome  merchant 
fhips  in  landing  their  crews  on  the  coafts  of  Chili  and  Peru,  wit^i  the 
view  of  carrying  on  there  an  illicit  commerce,  and  of  reconnoitcrin^  the 
country.  On  this  it  is  to  be  obferved,  that  thefe  views  are  not  attempted 
to  be  proved  by  any  facl  whatever;  »hat  if  any  a^k  waa  in  truth  com- 
mitted byinr:ividuiis  in  thofe  diftant  territories  againft  the  laws  cf  the 
government  eftablifne'd  there,  thofe  laws  might  have  been  enforced  upon 
the  fpot ;  and  that  the  Court  of  London  has  always  been  open  to  receive 
and  redrefs  all  complaints  of  that  nntnre.  But  that  what  is  afiigned  in 
^  the  manifei1"0  as  a  mere  cover  and  pretext  for  fraud,  namely,  the  exercife 
of  the  whale  fiihery  by  the  Englifh  in  tliofe  parts,  is  not,  as  is  there  af- 
fcrted,  a  right  which  the  En'>iifli  *'  claim  under  the  convention  of 
Nootka."  It  is  one,  which  vv.is  not  tlien  for  the  firft  time  eftab!ifhed« 
but  folemnly  reccgmzcd  by  the  Court  of  Madrid,  as  having  always  be- 
longed to  Great  Britain,  and  the  full  and  undifturbcd  exercife  of  which 
was  guaranteed  to  His  Majofty't  fubje'^ts  in  terms  fo  exprdt  at  to  admh 
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of  DO  doubt*  and  in  a  traafaAion  fo  cecent*  that  ignorance  of  it  cannot  be 
pretended. 

Such«  it  feemt,  were  the  offences  of  the  British  Goyernment,  and  fach 
the  jealouiies  and  apprehenfions  of  Spain,  during  the  time  when  the 
Courts  of  London  and  Madrid  were  united  in  the  bonds  of  alliance,  and 
engaged  in  a  common  caufe :  and  it  is  on  motives  as  frivoloas  as  thefe* 
that  the  Court  of  Madrid  began  to  proje^  an  oflfenfive  alliance  with  the 
King's  enemies ;  a  deiign  which  it  now  profefles  to  have  entertained 
from  the  moment  when  it  fcparated  itfelf  from  the  common  caufe,  but 
which  was  long  after  that  period  difguifed  under  the  mod  pofitive  and 
explicit  aifu ranees  of  neutrality. 

It  is  infinuated,  that  the  good  offices  of  His  Catholic  Majefty  for 
bringing  about  a  general  pacification,  had  been  tendered  to  Great  Britain, 
and  had  been  refufed.  What  degree  of  impartiality  could  have  been  ex* 
pcded  from  fuch  a  mediation,  the  difpofitions  which  Spain  now  avows 
herfelf  to.  have  entertained  at  that  period  fufficiently  (hew;  His  Ma* 
jcfty  exercifed  his  undoubted  right  of  judging  for  himfelf  and  for  his 
people,  how  far  a  negnciation  commenced  under  fuch  aufptces  was 
likely  to  contribute  to  the  honour  and  interefts  of  his  dominions  ;  and  he 
flow  finds  the  propriety  of  his  dccifion  confirmed  beyond  a  dosbt,  by 
the  condu6^  and  avowals  of  Spain. 

It  is  next  Anted,  that  in  the  profecution  of  the  war,  in  which  Great 
Britain  is  engaged,  her  views  feem  uniformly  to  have  been  diredied  to 
the  annoyance  of  the  v^'panifh  poiTcffions  in  America.  In  fupport  of  this 
accufation,  are  aildnced  an  cxpcdttioii  direded  againft  Saint  Domingo,  the 
conqueft  of  the  Dutch  colony  of  Demerary,  and  the  fuppofed  ellablifli- 
ment  of  firitifh  commercial  companies  on  the  banks  of  the  Miffburi^ 
formed  with  a  view  of  penetiatin^;  to  the  South  Sea. 

ITiis  latter  p'^int  is  orje  to  which  it  is  impofllble  to  make  a  fpecific  an- 
fwcr,  becaufe  the  Britilh  Government  has  no  knowledge  of  any  faft  to 
which  It  can  refer.  Within  the  Spanifh  territory,  the  Spaniih  Govern- 
ment certainly  polfcffes  both'  the  right  aad  the  power  to  prevent  indivi<» 
duals  from  trading  : — Within  the  American  territory.  His  Majefty's  fub- 
jefls  have  by  treaty  a  right  to  fettle  and  to  trade.  And  they  have  alfo 
an  exprcfe  right  freely  to  navigate  the  Miififfippi,  by  which  the  territories 
of  Spain  and  of  the  United  Slates  arc  divided  from  each  other.  Unlefs 
therefore  it  can  be  (hewn  that  the  Britifh  Government  has  aucltorized 
iiny  fettlement  on  the  Spanifh  territory,  this  complaint  can  afford  no  pre- 
tence for  hoftility  ajainil  His  Majefty. 

With  regard  to  the  expedition  againft  St.  Domingo,  and  to  the  con- 
queft  of  Diemerary,  it  is  impoflible  to  refrain  from  remarking,  that  how- 
ever highly  the  rights  of  neutral  nations  ought  to  be  refpedled,  and  what- 
ever delicsicy  His  Majefty  mij^ht  be  ciifpol'ed  to  feel  towards  thofe  of  a 
pover  fo  I;ircly  his  ally,  and  not  yet  become  his  enemy,— it  is  a  new  at?d 
hitherto  imhcard-or  claim  of  neutrality,  which  is  to  be  circumfcribed  by 
no  bounJs  either  of  time  or  place,  which  extends  equally  beyond  the 
date  and  beyond  the  limits  of  poffelTion,  and  is  to  attach  not  to  the  ter- 
litories  of  a  neutral  power  itfelf,  but  to  whatever  may  once  have  be- 
longed to  it,  and  to  whatever  may  be  lituatcM  in  its  neighbourhood,  al- 
though in  the  poiTcifion  of  an  actual  enemy. 

The  fobje6^,  however,  of  Saint  Domingo,  deferves  to  be  more  parti- 
cularly adverted  to,  becaufe  the  attempt  on  the  part  of  Spain  to  cede  a 
pan  of  that  ifland  to  France,  is  a  breach  of  that  folcmn  trcar)'  under  which 
alone  the  Crown  of  Spai^  holds  any  part  of  its  American  poflefiions*. 
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The  conclufiAa  of  fach  an  article,  witliout'tbe  knonrledge  of  an  allj  fe 
deeply  concerned  as  Great  Britain  in  that  flipulation,  both  xo  right  aad 
intereO:,  MV'as  therefore  an  aft,  fuch  as  would  have  Juftified  any  mcafares 
to  which  the  Court  of  London  could  have  recoune  ;  yet  fo  eamefi  v^ 
the  King's  detire  to  maintain  peace  with  Spaui,  that  he  repratcdly  ca- 
deavoured  to  fix,  by  amicable  difcu(!ion  with  that  Cqprt,  the  period  whes 
the  riojht  of  Spain  to  the  territory  fo  ceded  was  to  ceafe,  in  order  that  any 
operation  which  it  might  become  expedient  for  his  troops  to  undertake 
there,  might  be  directed  againfl  the  French  alone :  and  although  oo 
explanation  could  ever  be  obtained  from  the  Court  of  Madrid  €m  this 
fubjetf^,  his  conmanders  on  fhe  fpot  were  reftrained  from  asking,  and 
did  not  a(5l  again  ft  the  Spanifli  part  of  the  ifland,  till  the  cei£on  a^uaLr 
took  place,  by  which  it  became^  as  far  as  the  a£t  of  Spain  could  makiB 
it,  a  part  of  the  territories  of  France. 

To  the  accufations  which  make  up  the  greater  part  of  the  ncroaiBCer 
of  the  manifeflo,  rcfpc^ting  the  detention  or  capture  of  merchant  fiups, 
of  the  violations  of  territory  there  mentioned,  it  is  fuficient  to  reply, 
that  in  every  cafe  of  fuch  a  nature  which  has  been  brougln  to  the  know- 
ledge of  theBritilh  Government,  the  moft  effectual  meafures  hare  bees 
inllantly  taken  for  iniHruting  inquiry  into  the  particulars  of  the  tranf- 
a(ftion,  for  coUe^^ing  the  proofs  neceifary  to  afcertain  the  fski6k  on  which 
the  charge  is  founded,  and  for  fubmittmg  the  whole  to  that  regolai 
courfe  oF  proceeding  in  which  juftice  fs  to  be  rendered  in  thefe  caies,  ac- 
cording to  the  e{labli(hed  practice  throughout  Europe,  and  to  the  ezprei» 
ilipulations  of  the  treaties  between  Great  Britain  and  Spain. 

Amidd  the  wide  and  complicated  operations  of  a  naval  war,  e:x tend- 
ed over  every  quarter  of  the  globe,  it  ia  not  improbable  that  fome 
difordcrs  and  irregularities  may  have  taken  place,  which  the  utmofl  vi< 
gilance  of  the  Government  could  not  immediately  difcovcr  qr  reprcfs ; 
and  that  in  the  exercife  of  the  undoubted  right  of  a  power  at  war,  to 
Search  out  and  to  feize  the  property  of  the  enemy,  the  rights  of  neutral 
nations  may,  in  fome  in{lan«es,  have  been  unintentionally  expofed  to 
tem{)orary  moleflation.  The  fameobfervacion  tvas  not  lefs  applicable  to 
Spain  in  her  war  with  France ;  and  the  fhort  interval  that  has  elapfctj 
£nce  her  declaration  againfb  Great  Britain,  has  amply  (hewn  that 
fimilar  complaints  will  arife  from  her  conduct  ia  the  prefcnt  war. 

ThetitmoQ  that  can  be  demanded,  in  fuch  cafes,  of  a  power  at  war, 
Isthatkiliould  (hew  itfelf  ready,  on  all  occa(ions,  to  liden  to  the  remor- 
flranccs  and  rcclam.^tions  of  thofe  whom  it  may  have  aggrieved,  and 
prompt  and  expeditious  in  redrcfling  their  injuries,  and  in  rcftoric;: 
their  property:    and  to   the  readincfs  of  the  Briiifli  Government  to 
fulfil  thcfc  duties,  in  every  cafe  where  thty  have  been  called  upon  to  do 
fo,  even  Spain  herfelf  njay  fafely  be  called  to  bear  witnefs.    Nor  would 
it  be  eafy  to  cite  a  more  Uriking  proof  of  the  friendly  difpofition  of  the 
King's  Government,  and  of  the  particular  attention  manifcfted  towards 
the  rights  and  interefls  of  Spain,  than  arifes  from  an  impartial  exaroiiu- 
tion  of  the  detail  of  what  has  pafTcd  on  this  fubje<5i.     It  will  be  found 
that  the  caufc^  of  complaints,  whether  well  or  ill  founded,  which  have 
been  brought  forward,  are  much  fewer  than  ever  have  occurred  wirhin 
the  fame  period  in  former  times.   And  the  Court  of  Spain,  when  called 
U]  0  uo  fpccify  particulars  on  this  head,  is  obliged  to  have  rccourfb  to 
an  >i negation  of  the  depredations  of  Corfican  privateers. 

There  remains  but  one  ground  upon  which  the  Court  of  Spain  prc- 
l«nda  to  account  \o  the  world  fox  the  ra(h  and  perfidious  (lep  which  it  hat 


E>EC.  it.J  '  DEBATES.  335 

taken  in  declaring^  war  again(L£nglaDd,  and  to  excufe  to  aid  Earope  the 
calamities  which  cannot  fail  to  reuilt  from  fuch  a  meafure  ;  the  fuppofed 
decree  of  arreft  aflcrted  to  have  been  iflued  againfl  the  ^ani(h  Anibaf'* 
fkdor  at  the  Court  of  London.  The  fa£t,  to  which  this  relates,  muft 
liave  been  grofsly  miftaken  before  it  coald  be  made  to  a]$pear,  even  ia 
the  eyes  of  Spain,  a  fit  motive  for  the  flighted  reprefentation  or  com<- 
plainty  much  more  a  jufttfiable  caufe  of  war  between  the  two 
kingdoms. 

By  the  ftrefs  which  is  laid  upon  thisT  tranfaf^ion^  who  is  there  that 
MTOuld  not  be  led  to  imagine  that  the  taw-fuit  commenced  againd  the 
Spaqifli  Ambaflador  was  attended  with  fome  peculiar  circumilances  of 
perfonal  indignity  ?  that  the  infult  was  intentional,  and  originated  with 
the  Biitiih  Government  ?  or  that,  on  being  apprized  of  the  offence,  the 
Court  of  London  had  (hewn  fome  unwillingncfs  or  delay  in  piocecding 
to  the  profecution  of  the  parties  concerned  in  it  ? 

Who  but  would  be  a(loni(hed  to  learn  that  the  procefs  itfclf  was  no 
more  than  a  fimple  citation  to  anfwer  at  law  for  a  debt  demanded  ?  that 
the  fuing  this  procefs  was  the  midaken  a£t  of  an  individual,  who  was 
immediately  diiavowed  by  the  Government,  and  ordered  to  be  profc- 
cuted  for  his  condudty  and  who  made,  (but  made  iti  vain),  repeated  and 
iubmiffivc  applications  to  the  Spanidi  Ambaflador  for  forgivcnefs  and 
interference  on  his  behalf?  That  cafes  c»f  the  fame  nature  have  fVe- 
(juently  arifen  in  England  from  the  ignorance  of  individuals,  and  from 
the  ready  appeal  to  the  laws  which  the  happy  Con  (dilution  of  the 
Country  admits  and  authorizes,  without  the  previous  intervention  or 
knowledge  of  any  branch  of  the  Executive  Government  ?  And  that 
in  all  ftmilar  cafes,  and  particularly  in  one  which  had  occurred  only  a 
few  weeks  before,  precifely  the  fame  mcafures  have  beenpurfued  by  the 
Gorernraent  to  vindicate  the  privileges  of  foreign  Miniftera,  and  have 
Ujiiformly,  and  without  exception, been  accepted  as  completely  j\dequatc 
to  that  oh}t£kf  and  fatisfad^ory  to  the  dignity  and  honour  of  the  love- 
reign  whom  the  cafe  concerned. 

Such  then  are  the  frivolous  motives,  aifd  pretended  wrongs,  which 
Spain  has  chofcn  to  affign  as  the  juftificarion  of  her  declaration  of  w:ir 
againft  Great  Britain  :  fuch  are  the  topics  of  complaint  upon  which 
His  Majefty  has  repeatedly  offered  the  moll  unequivocal  explanation  ; 
upon  which  he  has  long  and  earneftly  endeavoured  to  perfuade  the 
Court  of  Madrid   to  enter  into  a  full  and  amicable  difculllon,  for  the 

Surpofc  of  averting  from  his  own  fubjc£ts,  from  thofc  of  His  Catholic 
fajefty,  and  from  Europe,  the  extremities  of  war. 
When  upon  grounds  of  fuch  a  nature,  and  with  the  offer  of  n?p:ocja- 
tion,  repeatedly  prefented  to  its  choice,  a  power  has  wiltuil^  and  wan- 
tonly chofen  a  war,  io  which  its  profperiby,  its  happincfs,  and  its  fafety 
are  hazarded,  and  in  which  it  will  have  as  much  to  ffui  from  the  fuc- 
ceft  of  its  allies,  as  from  that  of  its  enemies — It  furcly  is  not  too  much 
to  preAime,  that,  even  in  its  own  eyei,  that  power  is  not  juliiiicd  for  the 
proceeding  which  it  adopted,  and  that  there  muil  be  fome  uanffigned  mo- 
tive of  irrefiftible  neccffity  which  induces  it  to  puifa'j  incifurcs  alike  ia- 
confiftent  with  its  imercil  and  with  its  honour. 

It  will  be  plain  to  all  poderity — it  is  now  notorious  to  Europe,  that 
neither  to  the  genuine  wifhes,  nor  even  to  the  mifiaken  policy  or  Spain, 
her  prefent  condu£i  is  to  be  attributed  ;  that  not  from  enmity  towarJs 
Great  Brrtain,  not  from  any  refctttment  of  pall  or  apprehr nlion  of  iii- 
ture  injuries,  but  from  a  blind  fubfcrviency  to  the  views  of  His  dMajefty's 
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eoemieft,  from  the  dominion  ufurped  oVer  her  councils  and  a^ons  by  ber 
new  allies,  (he  has  heen  compelled  to  a<^  in  a  quarrel,  and  for  incntSi 
not  her  own ;  to  take  up  arms  againft  one  of  thole  powers,  in  whofs 
caufe  (he  had  profefled  to  feel  the  flrongefl  interefi ;  and  eres  ta 
menace  with  hoflility  another,  againll  whom  no  caufe  of  coinptiict  it 
pretended,  except  its  honourable  and  faithful  adherence  to  its  ct- 
gagements. 

Under  thefe  circumftances,  His  Majeily  forbears  to  enumerate  the 
feveral  grounds  of  ju (I  complaint  which  he  has  had  occafion,  oil  his  psn, 
to  prefer  to  the  Court  of  Mueirid,  fiucc  the  cone lu Hon  of  the  peace  bc« 
tween  France  and  Spain  ;  the  many  and  grofs  in  (lances  of  unjaft  p2n:«- 
,  lity  towatds  his  enemies  ;  of  undue  protection  afi'orded  to  their  (hi(:s ; 
and  of  injuries  committed^  and  allowed  to  be  committed,  onthofe  ot  His 
MajeHy  and  his  fubjeds. 

Confident  ot  having  acquitted  himfelf  to  the  world  of  any  (lure  in  on* 
ginatingthe  prefent  war,  he  finds  in  the  manifefl  and  unprovoked  agrtf- 
Son  of  the  enemy,  a  fufficicnt  caufe  for  calling  forth  the  rcfources  of  b:i 
kingdoms,  and  the  fpirit  of  his  fubjedts ;  and  he  commits  to  the  Divisc 
Providence  the  iiTue  of  a  contefr  which  it  was  to  the  lall  moment  hts  ear- 
ned endeavour  to  avoid,  and  which  he  now  ardently  deiirci  to  bring  to 
a  (pcedy  and  honourable  termination. 

Mr.  THELLUSSON  ftatcd,  that  he  was  out  of  town  whca 
the  order  of  the  Houfc  pafTcd  for  taking  into  confidcration  Mr. 
TicrncyV  petition  againft  his'  cle<Slic5n,  as  to-morrow ;  and  that, 
however  anxious  he  was  for  the  Houfc  to  come  to  an  early  dcciliof. 
on  the  fubjcft,  he  declared  that  he  could  not  be  prepared  with  fe 
early  an  anfwer  to  the  allegations  contained  in  that  petition  ;  fx 
wifiied,  therefore,  the  indulgence  of  the  Houfe  for  a  few  days 
longer,  and  begged  leave  \o  movo,  "  That  the  order  of  the  dat 
for  the  Houfc  going  into  a  ballot  on  the  Southwark  ele£tion  to- 
morrow, be  difchargcd,  and  that  the  Houfe  go  into  the  fsdd  ballot 
on  Friday  next." 

Mr.  WHITBREAD  rofe  to  oppofe  whaf:  he  confidcrcd  as  one 
of  the  ftrangeft  motions  that  ever  had  been  made  to  the  Houfc.  He 
reminded  the  Houfe  of  the  whole  courfe  of  the  bufincfs.  When 
the  petition  was  prcfcntcd,  he  announced  his  intention  of  makii^ 
a  general  motion  on  the  fubjc£t.  This,  however,  he  deferred  tPd 
after  the  merits  of  the  petition  were  decided,  becaufe  it  was  his  wiflx 
that  the  Committee  (hould  enter  unprejudiced  upon  the  invcftiga- 
tion  of  the  caufe.  At  the  fame  time  he  ftated,  that  as  the  deci6on 
was  of  more  than  ^ordinary  importance,  he  was  of  opinion  tbat  Ac 
petition  fliould  take  precedence  of  others ;  accordi^Iy  it  was  or- 
dered to  be  heard  to-morrow,  and  to  cnfurc  the  attendance  of 
Members,  the  Koufe  was  alfo  ordered  to  be  called  over.  Now 
after  thefc  arraiigcmcnts  were  mad^,  what  did  Mr.  Thellufibn  re- 
quire r.  That  the  ballot  fhould  be  deferred  till  Friday.     He  was 
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confident,  however,  that  the  Hbufe  would  not  agree  to  the  motion 
iiehen  they  confidcrcd  the  feripus  inconvenience  with  which  it  would 
be  attended  to  the  witnefles,  who  were  already  funimoned  to  ap. 
pear  to-morrowi  Bud  the  chance  there  was  if  the  call  was  difpofed 
of  to-morrowy  ^that  they  would  not  be  able  to  make  a  Houfe  before 
Chriftmas.  If  the  honourable  gentleman  perfifted  in  prefling  hit 
motion,  he  would  certainly  take  the  fenfe  of  the  Houfe  upon  it. 

Mr.  PETER  THELLUSSON  faid,.,his  brother  had  necef- 
farily  been  out  of  town,  which  had  prevented  his  being  pre- 
pared. 

Mr.  GREY  infiiled  on  the  inconvenience  and  expence  to 
which  the  petitioner  would  be  expofed,  if  the  meafure  of  poftpon- 
ing  the  petition  was  adopted.  The  witneflTcs  were  many  of  them 
qut  of  town :  for  thefe  fummonfes  had  been  iflued,  and  diofe  fum- 
xnonfes  had  been  ferved  at  confidcrable  coft.  Now  fummonfes 
would'  be  neceflary  :  and  if  the  trouble  of  ferving  thofe  fummonfes 
was  great  at  firft,  it  would  be  much  increafed,  by  the  circumftances 
of  the  witneffes  being  apprized  that  they  were  to  be  ferved,  and 
keeping  out  of  the  way. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  was  not  of  the  fame  opinion  as  Mr. 
Grey.  The  delay  which  was  prOpofcd  was  not  more  than  for 
about  forty-eight  hours :  and  with  refpeft  to  the  argument  which 
had  been  ufed,  that  a  longer  notice  of  Mr.  ThcUuflbn's  wifhes 
fhould  have  been  given,  he  thought  it  was  impoflible,  a  fo/tnight 
ago,  to  have  forefecn  caufes  which  might  have  rendered  fo  Aort  a 
delay  as  that  which  was  folicited  neceflary.  As  to  the  objed^ion 
which  Mr.  Whitbread  had  urged,  that  thfe  petitioner  had  T)nly  re- 
ceived notice  of  the  intended  motion  in  the  morning,  that  had  no 
Weight ;  the  order  which  it  was  moved  to  difchaiigc  was  made  with-* 
out  any  notice  having  been  given  to  Mr.  Thelluffon  ;  nor. did  he 
think  what  had  been  urged  refped^ing  the  attendance  of  the  witnefles 
deferved  much  attention.  The  Houfe  was  always  willing  to  favc 
individuals  from  unnccefTary  trouble  ;  but  he  fuppofed  it  to  be  of 
little  confcqucnce  to  them,  whether  they  came  to  that  Houfe,  from 
a  place  no  further  off  than  the  borough  of  Southwark,  on  Wed^ 
oefday  or  on  Friday.  Mr.  Tiemey's  pcrfonal  inconvenience, 
where  he  was  fo  much  interefted,  could  hardly  be  urged  ;  and  if  it 
was  urged,  it  would  hardly  be  confidered  as  a  fufficient  reafon. 
It  was  not  his  with,  when  an  application  for  time  was  made  to  the 
Houfe,  to  fpeak  to  the  merits  of  the  cafe  ;  but  he  heard,  tliat  one 
of  the  points  in  the  petition  was  a  point  of  law,  and  turned  upon ' 
an  alledged  difqualification,  arifing  out  of  the  decifion  of  the  Com- 
mittce  on  the  former  elcd^ion.     This  he  underfiood  to  be  one  9f 
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the  grounds  of  the  petition,  and  it  was  on  this  account  diat  ic 
gained  a  priority.  Now,  if  the  petition  (hould  be  heard  on  Tucf- 
day,  he  knew  not  how  this  would  expedite  the  bufihefs,  as  the  ino- 
tiort  was  not  intended  to  be  trade  on  the  former  report,  unleft  it 
could  be  fuppofed  that  the  petition,  thus  complicated  in  law  snJ 
fiik,  would  be  decided  before  the  recefs.  If  he  had  ever  heani 
a  cafe  rn  which  an  application  for  time  was  reafonable,  it  was  the 
prefent. 

Mr.  WHITBREAD' explained,  and  faid,  that  if  the  inockr 
to  delay  was  prcffcd,  he  fhould  certainly  divide  the  Houfc. 

Mr.  FOX  thought  the  fitting  Member  had  had  fufficient  titnc 
to  gain  information,  and  that  it  was  unreafonable  to  put  it  off,  as 
the  day  had  been  fixed  for  trjing  it  according  to  the  dire<3ion  of  a 
pofitivc  law.  He  obftrvcd,  on  Mr.  Tliclluffon's  not  having  dircft 
notice  given  him  of  the  petition,  that  the  honourable  gentle- 
man's own  mind  mufl  have  told  him  that  a  petition  would  be  prc- 
fented.  The  Mocfe  had  appointed  an  early  day  \  and  after  this 
was  done,  bethought  they  (hould  abide  by  it.  It  was  not  ^L^ 
Tierncy's  pcrfonal  inconvenience,  or  his  coming  to  town,  nor  was  i: 
the  ilfulng  of  new  fummonfcs,  nor  the  fcrvice  of  them,  that  was 
albne  to  be  confidcrcd  ;  but  if  delay  was  granted  in  the  prefent  in- 
ftance,  he  knew  not  when  it  could  be  rcfufed.  The  Menabers  of 
the  Houfe  would  fuffcr  full  as  much  inconvenience  as  the  petitioner 
and  his  witneffcs  ;  and  though  gentlemen  Were  bound  to  do  their 
duty,  Hiat  duty  fhould  be  rendered  as  light  as  poffible  \  and  the 
Judges  had  a  claim  to  be  accommodated  as  well  as  the  pairies. 
If  it  Was  thought  proper  to  put  off  this  Ele^^ion  Committee,  much 
difficulty  would  arife  to  many  gcatlemcn  on  whofc  vacation  it 
would  trcffafs.  FrorYi  what  the  Houfe  had  feen  in  tl^  cafe  ot 
Morris,  it  was  not  certain  that  all  the  witneffcs  from  the  Borou^ 
would  attend.  One  material  part  of  the  petition  was,  indeed,  a 
point  of  law,  the  cbnftrudion  of  an  ad  of  Parliament  ;  if  the 
whole  of  the  petition  turned  en  this,  then  indeed  it  might  be  more 
fliortly  decided,  and  the  delay  might  be  admitted  ;  but  there  were 
other  allegations,  and  he  thought  he  ought  to  prcfs  the  earlieft  d^j 
for  their  being  heard. 

Mr.  W.  DUNDAS  faid,  that  a  delay  of  about  two  days  was 
all  that  was  fought,  and  that  the  argument  which  was  ut^ed  againft 
granting  it,  where  it  would  be  highly  convenient,  was  the  lofs  of 
two  days  pleafurc  to  fomc  of  the  gentlemen  who  might  form  the 
Committee-  To  the  witneffcs  it  inuft  ccnainly  be  indiflferrnt 
whether  they  came  to  the  Hopfe  of  Commons  on  Wedrt'eftfay  or  i  a 
Pauay .     The  great  danger  which  liad  been  uigcd  of  the  poffibillt; 
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of  not  making  a  Houfe  fufficiently  numerous  on  Friday  did  not  ftrikc 
hi  m  ;  for  how  eafy  was  it  to  adjourn  the  call  to  that  day,  and  then 
they,  were  juft  as  furc  as  on  any  other  day. 

Mr.  GRENVILLE  was  againft  adjourning  the  petition,  H« 
thought  It  militated  againft  the  fpirit  of  that  bill  which  bore  hif 
great  anccftor  s.name. 

The  Houfe  divided  on  the  queftion  of  poftponing  the  confidcra? 
tion  of  the  petition  to  Friday. 

^For  the  motion,  93  ;  againft  it,  60.— Majority,  33. 
General  FITZPATRICK  faid,  that  as  the  Houfe  was  to  be 
engaged  in  the  difcufllon  of  a  queftion  of  great  public  importance, 
he  (hould  defer  his  motion  relative   to  General   La  Fayette  till 
Friday. 

Mr.  Alderman  COMBE  faid,  that  he  had  received  information 
that  attempts  had  already  been  made  witliin  the  city  of  London  to 
levy  the  additional  5  per  cent,  and  10  per  cent,  on  certain  cuftom 
duties  before  thefc  taxes  had  in  any  fhapc  obtained  the  approbation 
of  the  Houfe,  and  he  wilhed  to  know  whether  any  authority  for  thi^ 
purpofc  had  been  given  at  the  IVeafury  ? 

Mr.  ROSE  faid,  that  certainly  no  fuch  authority  had  been 
given,  » 

Mr.  GREY  faid,  the  meafares  now  complained  of  had  laft  year 
bren  put  in  practice,  and  he  himfelf  had  called  the  attention  of  the 
Houfe  to  it,  efpecially  in  the  inftance  of  the  wine  tax.  Since  the 
unjuil  and  oppreffive  fyftem  of  im)x>fing  retrofpedlive  taxes  had 
been  introduced,  a  mdrc  violent  ftretch  of  power  had  never  been  at- 
tempted, and  which,  if  permitted,  direflly  went  to  deftroy  the  pri- 
vileges of  the  Houfe. 

Mr.  ROSE  declared,  that  it  was  not  intended  that  either  the 
5  or  I  o  per  cent,  additional  duties  (hould  take  place  till  the  a<5ls 
pafTed.  Information  that  fuch  duties  would  take  place  had,  in- 
deed, been  communicated  to  the  Commiflionersof  the  Cuftoms  and 
Excife,  who  were  left  to  purfue  their  ■icafurcs  accordingly  ;  but 
thcv  had  received  no  orders  to  the  effect  mentioned  from  the  Lords 
of  the  Trcafury. 

Mr.  GREY  faid,  tliat  the  fame  affertion  had  laft  year  been 
brought  forward,  although  the  cafe  had  adually  been  as  he  ftatcd  to 
the  Houfe.  ^ 

Mr.  Grey  then  faid,  that,  as  the  fubjefi  of  advance  to  the  Em- 
peror would  foon  be  the  object  of  difcuflion,  he  ^nftied  to  know 
if  any  intereft  had  yet  been  paid  upon  the  loan  which  hud  been 
granted  to  the  Emperor.  The  iptcrcft  for  the  firft  year  had  been 
iillowed  when  the  loan  itfelf  was  given  ;  but  there  was  no  infoona- 
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tion  yet  in  the  pofTeiTion  of  the  Houfc  with  regard  tq  the  payiiirr? 
of  intcreft  for  the  fubfequent  period. 

Mr,  Chancellor  PITT  faid^  that  the  honourable  gcntlciE^^ 
might  move,  that  an  account  fhould  be  laid  bcfort  the  Houfe  upr^ 
the  >fubje(S  concerning  which  he  afkcd  information. 

•  Mr.  GREY  then  moved,  "  That  there  be  laid  before  the 
Houfc,  an  account  of  the  fums  received  in  payment  of  the  iiitat  ^ 
on  the  Imperial  loag,  and  the  manner  in  which  it  had  been  re- 
ceived."    Ordered. 

Mr.  W.  SMITH  faid,  that  laft  year  he  had  moved  for  an  aJ- 
drefs  to  His  Majefty,  for  certain  papers,  which  had  not  yet  bcrn 
laid  before  the  Houfe  ;  he  (hould  therefore  move,  "  That  an  hun:- 
ble  addrefs  be  prefented  to  His  Majefty,  praying  that  he  would  grj 
cioufly  be  pleafed  to  give  orders  for  laying  before  the  Houfe  ci^i.> 
of  the  diiFercnt  a£ls  for  the  regulation  of  (laves,  which  had  bee- 
tranfmitted  from  the  colonics,  for  the  approbation  of  His  Majc(W, 
fincc  t;hc  year  1788,"     Agreed  to, 

Tuejda^y  1 3/A  Decemher. 

Mr.  Alderman  COMBE  repeated  the  affertidn  he  made  ycfto- 
day,  refpe£ling  the  coUeding  of  the  new  duties  of  5  and  i  o  pc: 
cent,  upon  the  cuftoms.  He  was  authorized,  he  faid»  to  repeat  it, 
and  was  enabled  to  infift  on  the  truth  of  it,  by  the  very  accurate 
information  which  he  had  received  on  the  fubje£l ;  and  he  codi 
aflfure  the  Houfe,  that  thofe  duties  were  coile^ed  both  on  Saturdat 
laft  and  /eftcrday. 

Mr.  ROSE  was  pofitive  that  no  orders  had  as  yet  been  iflued  at 
the  Cuftom-houfc  for  the  colle£tion  of  the  duties  alhided  to. 
A  public  notice  had  indeed  been  given  by  letter  to  the  Officers  0: 
tlic  Longroom,  ftating  the  articles  on  which  the  duties  were  to  t- 
raifed,  and  when  and  in  what  manner  fuch  regulations  were  toit- 
tach.  Mr.  Rofc .  read  the  letter,  from  which  it  appeared  Aat  r: 
order  was  implied  for  coUcfting  fuch  duties  till  after  the  a£ls  fcr 
raifing  them  (hould  have  been  paffed  into  law.  The  Commil- 
fioners  of  the  Cuftoms  had  been  afked,  whether  the  duties  of  5  and 
I  o  .per  cent,  (hould  be  coUcdlcd  immediately  ?  To  which  an  an- 
fwer  was  given  in  the  negative ;  and  he  was  warranted  in  fayifig, 
that  in  one  cafe  only  had  this  duty  been  taken^  and  then  it  was  or- 
dered to  be  reftored  to  the  party  concerned. 

Mr.  WHITBREAD  faid,  he  was  df firous  to  be  informed  when 
the  Spani(h  declaration  of  war  was  (ignod,  and  when  it  was  it* 
ceived  ?  and  aifo  what  was  ^ic  date  of  His  Majefty 's  a^wcr  to  it  i 
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^*hich  iie  was  furprifed  had  not  been  communicated  to  the  I^oufe  at 
an  earlier  period. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  he  could  not  exaflly  inform 
^e  honourable  gentleman  what  was  the  date  of  the  declaration  of 
^nrar  of  the  Court  of  Madrid,  nor  could  he  have  laid  that  dechration 
before  the  Houfe^  until  he  had  received  an  official  communication 
of  it. 

Mr.  WHITBREAD  then  moved,  "  That  there  be  laid  before 
the  Houfe  the  date  of  the  Spanifti  declaration  of 'war,  the  date 
Mrhcn  it  was-  received,  and  alfo  the  date  of  the  anfwer  to  it." 
.  Ordered. 

Mr.  GREY  fai(!,  that  His  Imperial  Majefly  was. not  only  bound 
to  pay  the  intereft  of  the  fums  he  had  already  received  from  this 
country,  but  he  was  alfo  to  be  puriflual  in  paying  certain  fums 
yearly,  about  fixty  thoufand  pounds  fterling,  towards  forming  a 
linking  fund  for  the  extinflion  of  the  capital.  It  was  his  wifh, 
therefore,  to  be  informed  if  the  Emperor  had  punflually  fulfilled 
thcfe  engagements,  and  particularly  if  he  had  remitted  any  fums  for 
the  extinflionof  the  debt. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  replied,  that  there  was  no  regular  official 
inode  by  which  this  information  could  be  accurtitely  obtained.  The 
linking  fijnd  to  be  formed  by  His  Imperial  Maje(ty,  was  a  tranfac- 
tion^  of  which  no  public  board  in  this  country  took  any  cognizance, 
nor  from  which  confcquently  any  light  could  be  derived  refpefling 
the  execution  of  that  engagement.  The  intereft  paid  on  the  loan, 
and  whatever  fums  may  be  paid  towards  the  extin<Slion  of  the  prin- 
cipal, were  to  be  accounted  for  by  an  agent  of  Hi^  Imperial  Ma- 
jefty,  from  whom  only  this  information  could  be  prociurcd  ;  and  he 
would  have  an  application  made  to  him,  in  order  to  obtain  this 
knowledge. 

Mn  GREY  contended,  that  the  Houfe  ought  to  be  vigflant  in 
watching  the  execution  of  thefe  engagements  ;  and  that  they  (hould 
as  anxioufly  inquire  Into  what  fums  had  been  remitted  by  the  Em- 
peror, as  well  as  into  what  fums  had  been  paid  him  by  the  Englilh 
nation  on  the  loan  of  1795. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  he  could  give  no  explicit  informa- 
tion on  this  particular ;  all  that  could  be  afforded,  the  honourable 
gentleman  would  be  fumiftied  with  by  means  of  the  former  order, 
without  making  any  new  motion  to  that  effedt. 

Mr.  GREY  then  moved,  "  That  an  account  belaid  before  the 
Houfe  of  what  fums  had  been  remitted  by  His  Imperial  Majefty  to- 
wards the  difchaiige  of  the  principal  of  the  debt  incurred  by  the  loan 
«fi795.'-     Ordered. 
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Mr.  FOX  moved  for  an  account  of  the  fians  renoitcod  to 
Colonel  Craufurdy  and  the  bills  drawn  by  him>  mth  their  res- 
tive dates. 

Sir  WILLIAM  PULTENEY  moved  for  an  acxiount  of  th* 
dates  of  the  bills  remitted  ibr  the  ufc  of  the  Emperor.   Agreed  to. 

Mr.  Secretary  DUNDAS  moved  the  ordcr'of  the  day  on  Hii 
Majedy's  mefTage,  announcing  the  declaration  of  war  on  the  pan 
of  Spain. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  read, 

Mr.  Secretary  DUNDAS  faid,  that  by  His  Majefty's  command 
he  had  laid  before  the  Houfe  the  declaration  of  war  by  the  Court 
of  Madrid,  and  an  anfwe  *  on  the  put  of  this  Government  to  the 
aHegations  contained  in  that  declaration.  Under  thofe  circum- 
fianccs  the  Houfe  mud  perceive  the  necefTity  and  propriety  of 
affording  the  moft  vigorous  fupport  to  the  Executive  Government  \ 
and  he  conceived  that  it  was  neceffary  for  him  to  add  nothing  far- 
ther to  procure  the  unanimous  fupport  of  the  Houfe  to  the  addre^ 
which  he  had  now  to  propofe.  If  any  additional  information  vas 
wanted  on  the  fubjef),  there  would  be  ample  occafion  in  future  to 
pmpofe  any  inquiries  for  that  purpofe,  zxtd  it  would  .then  rcfl  with 
the  difcretion  of  the  Houfe  to  decide,  whether  it  was  fit  that  fucb 
information  (hould  be  gnmted ;  but  at  prefent  he  conceived  that  he 
Ibould  meet  with  no  oppolition  to  the  motion : 

"  That  an  humble  addrefs  be  prefented  to  His  Majcfty,  to  rc- 
€Um  His  Majeily  the  (hanks  of  this  Houfe  for  his  moft  graciout 
communication : 

**  To  cxprefs  to  His  Majefly  the  concern  which  this  Houfe 
feels,  in  common  with  His  Majefty,  at  finding  that  His  Majefty's 
endeavours  to  preferve  peace  with  Spain,  and  to  adjuA  all  matters  in 
difcufTion  with  that  country,  by  an  amicable  negotiation,  have  been 
rendered  inefftdtual  by  an  abrupt  and  unprovoked  declaration  of 
war  on  the  part  of  the  Catholic  King  : 

"  To  allure  His  Majcfty,  that,  while  we  cannot  but  concur 
with  him,  in  lamenting  that  fuch  an  addition  fhould  be  made  to 
the  calamities  of  war,  already  extending  over  fo  great  a  pail  of 
Europe,  we  fhare  at  the  fame  time  in  the  fatisf^Aion  whid)  His 
Majefly  feels  in  reflediing,  that  nothing  has  been  omitted  on  hli 
part,  which  could  contribute  to  the  maintenance  of  peace,  on 
grounds  confiftent  with  the  honour  of  his  crown,  arid  the  imereftsof 
his  dominions : 

"  Apd  humbly  to  entreat  His  Majcfty,  to  place  the  moft  cnti/t 
reliance  upon  the  fupport  pf  his  faithful  Commons  on  fo  impc^nt 
an  occafion,  and  to  be  perfuadcd  that  no  exertion  (ball  be  wantiAg> 
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on  our  parti  which  can,  under  the  protedlon  of  Divine  Pmvidence, 
enable  His  Majcfty  cffcflually  to  repel  this  unprovoked  aggreflion^ 
and  to  afibrd,  to  all  Europe,  an  additional  proof  of  the  ipirit  and 
refources  of  the  Britifli  nation." 

Mr.  FOX.     I  rife  for  one  to  exprcfs  my  perfeA  concurrence  In 
the  fcntiments  of  the  prcfcnt  addrefs.     At  the  fame  time  I  cannot 
but  confider  the  event  to  which  it  alludes,  a  war  with  Spain,  as  a 
ferious  addition  to  the  calamities  of  this  country,  and  as  afTording  a 
new  fourcc  of  regret,  amidll  the  many  difafters  which  we  have  been 
called  to  deplore  in  the  courfe  of  the  prefent  conteft.     And  at  this 
moment  I  cannot  help  thinking,  how  very  ill  Minifters  have  cal- 
culated with  rcfpeft  to  the  confequences  of  the  conteft.     The  very 
gentleman,  who  has  now  flood  forward  to  fuggeft  to  you  the  pro- 
priety and  ncceflity  of  agreeing  to  the  prefent  addrefs,  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  war,  and  in  order  to  induce  the  Houfe  to  embark 
in  the  meafures  which  were  then  adopted  by  Adminiftration,  aflferted 
that  we  were  in  a  fituation  in  which  we  had  only  to  encounter  the 
oppofition  of  France,  and  in  which  we  might  expcdl  for  the  concur- 
rence of  almoft  the  whole  of  Europe.     This,  among  others,  is  a 
ftriking  proof  of  the  blindnefs  of  thofc  counfcls  by  which  we  were 
led  into  the  prefent  war.     There  are  fome  parts  of  this  addreft 
which  meet  witfi  my  warmeft  approbation  ;  we  are  told  that  every 
thing  has  been  done  to  avoid  die  calamity  of  war.     Can  Minifters' 
fay  the  fame  thing  with  refpeft  to  the  war  undertaken  againft  France  i 
I  hope  that  this  fentiment  will  be  adopted  in  ev^ry  future  addrefs 
on  the  fubjeft  of  war,  and  that  every  pofliblc  ftep  will  be  adopted, 
in  order  to  preferve  tranquillity,  before  Minifters  have  recourfe  to 
the  defperate  meafurc  of  plunging  the  country  into  all  the  evils  of 
hoftility.    It  is  fuch  a  conduft  alone  which  cair  render  ai]y  war  juft, 
politic  and  neceftary.     I  have  only  to  add,  that,  though,  perhaps, 
the  declaration  of  war  on  the  part  of  Spain  could  not  have  been  com- 
municated fooncr,  I  think  that  the  Houfe  have  fcarcely  been  treated 
with  proper  refpeft,  as  they  have  had  no  intimation  of  the  meafures 
which  might  have  led  Minifters  to  expc6^  fuch  a  declaration.     1 
cheerfully  give  my  vote  to  the  prefent  addrefs,  on  the  fuppolition, 
that  the  aflertion,  with  rcfpeft  to  every  ftep  having  b^n  taken  to 
avert  hoftility,  is  ftridlly  true  ;  at  the  fame  lime,  notwithftanding 
the  fanguine  language  talked  put  of  doors,  I  cannot  but  confider  a 
war  with  Spain  as  a  gteat  addition  to  the  calamities  of  the  country. 

lliequcftion  on  the  addrefs  was  then  pur,  and  carried  9fem*  con. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  he  had  to  bring  forward  a  bill, 
flic  objeiSl  of  which  was  in  every  point  of  view  fo  eligible,  that  ex- 
cept fomc  exprels  objedUon  was  ftarted,  he  (hould,  without  iarther 
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preface^  introduce  it  to  the  attention  of  the  Houfe .  He  Acrcfore 
moved,  ''  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  more 
fpeedily  paying  navy,  tranfport,  and  vidlualling  bills." 

Mr.  FOX  did  not  underfVand  prccifely  what  was  the  limxtatioa 
of  their  currenoyy  but  it  appeared  in  general  that  the  time  of  pay- 
ment would  take  place  within  three  months  from  their  date.  Now 
if  that  were  to  be  the  cafe,  he  fuppdfed  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man would  fake  earc  to  be  provided  at  the  time  when  they  (hould 
fiall  due^  by  the  regular  fupplies  or  votes  of  credit.  But  if  a  long 
recefs  of  Parliament  enfued,  or  there  (hopjd  be  any  error  in  thd 
amount  of  the  provifion  for  their  payment,  he  feqre;!  that  Govern- 
ment would  rifque  fome  inconvenience  by  this  npcafure,  in  not  hav- 
ipg  any  fund  to  defray  the  bills  when  they  became  due  ;  and  there- 
fore he  fuggefted  this  opinion  to  the  tioufe,  that  he  might  know  by 
what  means  this  inconvenience  was  to  be  avoided. 

Mr.  Chancellor  l^ITT  f«iid,  it  would  be  a  proper  period  to  make 
thefc  comments  when  the  bill  came  to  be  difcuffcd.  A  currency  of 
three  months  only  appeared  to  him  at  prcfent  to  be  the  bcft  mode 
of  fupporting  public  credit,  and  afibrding  relief  to  individuals,  inaf-^ 
much  as  the  payment  would  be  nearly  equivalent  to  ready  money* 
In  regard  to  navy  bills,  fix  months  might  elapfe  before  they  would 
be  paid,  although  they  would  be  floating  no  longer  than  three 
months  in  the  market,  and  in  regard  to  the  other  ^bfervations  of 
the  right  Honourable  gentleman,  if  great  and  unforcfccn  neceflities 
(hould  arifc,  it  might  be  prudent  to  extend  the  time  of  payment. 

Mr.  FOX  faid,  if  he  undcrftood  the  riglit  honourable  gentleman 
rightly,  fix  months  might  elapfe  before  naVy  bills  became  due  after 
the  time  of  their  being  iffucd,  although  they  would  not  be  more 
than  three  months  in  the  market.  In  that  cafe,  he  trufted,  fome 
fccurity  for  the  payment  was  to  be  given  to  the  perfon  to  whom 
they  (hould  be  delivered.  In  regard  to  the  occafional  extent  of 
currency,  in  great  and  unforcfeen  cxpcnces,  he  was  apprehenfive 
great  objcQions  would  arifc,  fince  the  bill  in  that  cafe  w\)uld  not 
deftroy  the  evil  for  \^liich  it  was  intended  ;  but,  whilft  it  created 
new  inconveniences,  would  tolerate  the  old  ones,  infuffcring  the  bills 
to  accumulate  a  heavy  rate  of  intercft  and  difcount,  by  running  to 
the  fame  extent  as  formerly. 

Leave  was  given  to  bring  in  the  bill ;  and  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer,  the  Lords  of  theTreafury,  Mr.  Rofe,  and  Mr. 
Long,  were  defircd  to  prepare  and  bring  in  the  fame* 

The  SECRETARY  AT  WAR  faid,  that  laft  night  a  learned 
gentleman  had  complained  warmly  of  the  improper  intervention  of 
a  party  of  the  mUitar}'  at  Northampton.  As  he  at  that  time  knew 
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nothing  of  the  circuinftancc>  he  could  iay  nothing  iipon  the  fubioc^. 
He  had  alluded  to  a  fifnilar,  complaint  which  had.  lad  year  heen 
made  by  a  noble  Lord,  when  after  an  inyediga^iop.Qf  the.  particu- 
lars, it  ;ippeared,  that  an  appUqatioii  had  been,inade  by  a  Magidrate 
fbr  the  iotcrferencis  of  tl^e  troops,  that  tbajfilcs  had  beep  returned  to. 
the  War  Office  for  th^ir  attention  to  the.  requeft,  and  to  the  troops^ 
for  their  fcafonable  aflifhinec  on  the  occiafion.  In  the  prefent  in<-' 
ftance  he  had  found  that  an  application ,  had  been  made  from  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  pf  the  county  to  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
afliflance  of  a  n^ilicary  force^  as  eonfiderable  apprehenilon  was  enter- 
tained with  refpe(9  to  the  probability  of  fon)^  di(lurbance.  This 
application  had  in  the  ufual  way  been  tranfmittcd  to  the  War  Office, 
ax^  the  Rf^ceflary  Aeps  of  confequencc  were  taken  to  comply  with 
the  rcqucft.  He  believed,  however,  that  there  was  a  gentleman 
prefent  much  better  qualified  to  fpeak  to  the  circumftanccs  and  re- 
fylt  of  the  whole  tranfadion. 

Mr.  POWYS  faid,  that  if  blamp  attached  any  where  on  this 
occalion,  it  was  not  to  his  right  honourable  friend,  or  to  the  War 
Office,  but  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  and  the  Magiilra^of  the  county 
.of  NonhamptoD.  The  troops  were  fent  in  cpnfe(]uence  of  an  ap- 
plicatbn  from  thf  Lord  Lieutenant,  Deputy  Lieutenants,  and  Ma-' 
gifirates  of  the  county^  dating,  that  tumultuous  proceedings  had 
taken  place  in  that  quarter^  and  that  the  civil  power  was  not  fuffi^ 
cicnt  for  the  prefervation  of  the  peac^«  .  The  commander  of  this 
regiment  of  cavalry,  wImj  was  ;i  Member  of  that  Houfe,  offered  to 
lake  whatever  deps  the  Magidrates  might  think  the  mod  eSedlual 
to  preferye  the  tranquillity  of  the  county. 

At  the  meeting  before  mentioned,  the  Commanding  Officer  was 
defired  to  apply  to-  the  War  Office  for  leave  to  didribute  the  f(?rcc 
under  his  command  in  fuch  a  manner  as  the  Magidrates  might 
think  proper.  Leave  was  accordingly  applied  for,  and  granted. 
At  a  meeting  of  the  Magidrates  afterwards,  they  took  upon  them- 
felves  to  make  fuch  arrangements  as  feemed  to  them  neccflarj\ 
He  could  fay  nothing  about  the  behaviour  of  thefe  troops  at  that 
lime,  for  he  was  not  prefcnt ;  but  if  they  had  mifcondu<Sed  them- 
felvcs,  tt  would  have  come  to  his  ears,  and  it  would  form  a  very 
ftrong  contrad  to  the  general  behaviour  of  thefe  troops,  for  which 
they  were  entitled  to  the  tlianks  of  the  county. 
-*  Mr.  JEKYLL  faid,  that  notwithdanding  the  dile  in  which  the 
Secretary  of  War  had  lad  night  thoqght  proper  to  treat  jthe  fubje£l 
which  he  had  then  brought  forward,  and  which,  without  much 
coarfepefs  of  language,  he  conceived  himfelf  entitled  to  fay  rather 
bordered  on  flippancy^  the  rig|it  honourable  ^entlepian  h«td  rc^ard^if 

Vol.  I.  .  Y  y 
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if,  however,  as  a  iTNitter  of  fufiident  confequence  to  be  again  brought 
forward.  What  he  had  laft#night  f^atcd,  rdfted  on  the  Authority  of 
a  letter  of  the  utmoft.  publicity,  and  which  had  hitherto  remained 
uncontradiAed.  The  letter  mentioned,  that  the  appellants  had,  in ' 
breach  of  the  law,  been  obftruiStcd  by.  the  military,  while  proceeding 
to  cxcrdfe  their  right  of  appeal ;  and  that  Mr.  Wcdhall  felt  fo  in- 
dignant at  this  outrage  that  he  had  refigncd  his  cffice  of  Deputy 
Lieutenant.  The  Magtftrates  in  one  diftrift  had  furely  n<t  right  to 
call  out  the  military  to  control  the  proceedings  of  a  different  dif- 
trift  ;  nor  were  any  body  of  Magiftrates,  with  a  Lord  Lieutenant 
at  their  head,  juftified  in  bringing  forward  a  tnilitary  force  to  dragoon 
the  people,  for  he  could  find  no  other  phrafe  for  fuch  conduct. .  We 
had  often  heard  of  a  vigour  beyond  the  law  ;  and  now  it  feemed 
that  the  period  was  arrived  when  this  beautiful  theory  was  reduccci 
to  practice. 

Mr.  POWYS  faid,  the  learned  gentleman  was  miilaken  in  fup- 
pofing  that  this  meafure  was  undertaken  by  the  Magiftrates  of  the 
other  diftricls,  without  the  concurrence  of  thofe  belongirtg  to  that 
particular  diftridl.  The  meeting  confifted  of  the  Lbrd  Lieutenant, 
Deputy  Lieutenant,  and  Magiftrates  of  the  whole  county  ;  and  it 
was  upon  the  repreftntation  of  a  Magiftrate  of  this  very  diilrid,  that 
this  application  had  been  made;  for  he  ftated,  that  there  were 
fymptoms  of  tumplt  in  that  dlftridt  and  the  neighbourhood.  The 
learned  gentleman  thought  he  had  difcharged  his  duty  in  bringing; 
forward  this  bulinefs  ;  but  he  had  only  difcharged  it  in  part ;  for 
if  he  (Sill  thought  there  was  any  grounds  for  complaint,  he  (hould 
bring  it  forward  in  ^  diftindl  (notion,  and  call  for  the  neceffary 
proofsf 

Sir  WILLIAM  DOLBEN  rofe  to  confirm  the  ftatemcnt 
made  by  the  honourable  gentleman  who  fpoke  lad.  This  appli- 
cation was  made  at  the  defire  of  a  general  meeting.  Jt  was  there-, 
fore  a  moft  unjuft  accufation  to  fay,  that  they  were  fent  to  dragoon 
the  people.  He  thought  the  force  of  the  country  could  not  be 
better  employed,  than  m  aflidifig  the  civil  power,  when  it  was  rt-^ 
lifted  by  thofe  feditious  fpirits  who  wifhed  to  dragoon  their  betters  ; 
but  he  hoped  thev  were  now  filent  for  ever. 

Lord  WILLIAM  RUSSELL  faid,  he  conceived  the  cxpla, 
nation  which  had  been  given,  was  not  at  all  to  the  purpofe.  It 
iras  faid,  that  the  Magiftrates  had  applied  that  thefe  troops  might  bq 
fent ;  but  did  it  appear  that  diere  was  any  tumult }  Nothing  of 
the  kind  was  dated  ;  and  the  Magiftrates  of  that  diftriA  declared, 
llhey  had  not  fent  for  them.  He  regarded  the  prefent  as  one  of 
Oofe  inilances  in  wbic)l  the  interference  of  the  militarjr  had  been 
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imwatnutfaUj  emplpycd.  He  confidered  evvy  fuchinibnce  a 
.pitgnant  with  alarm  at  a  moment  like  the  prefent,  when  tber< 
feemed  to  bean  intention  to  fubvert  the  eftablifbed  principles  o 
the  Conftitution,  and  to  introduce  in  their  flead  a  military  go 
vemment..  He  then  adverted  to  the  bufinefs  at  Odiham,  whid 
had  been  introduced  on  a  former  occafion  by  a  relation  of  his,  who 
he  bid,  would  not  have  introduced  a  chai^,  unlefs  there  was  fom< 
foundation  for  it. 

Colonel  VILLIERS  requeued  die  indulgence  of  the  Houfe  fc^ 
.ft  few  moments.  He  faid,  he  was  not  with  the  troops  upon  thii 
occafion,  but  he  received  very  authentic  information,  that  if  the 
troops  had  not  been  fent  that  day,  the  Magiftrates  would  not  have 
been  .lUe  to  tranfa^  &ny  bufinefs.  The  very  able  and  experiencec 
c^Bcer  who  commanded  the  detachment  fent  upon  that  occalionj 
had  told  him,  that  a  conliderable  mob,  who  were  coming  to  the 
fppt  armed^  had  retired  when  they  imderfiood  that  there  was  a  force 
in  readinefs  to  quell  any  difburbance  that  might  be  attempted. 

Mr.  F.OX  faid,  that  it  appeared  that  every  fad  advanced  by  his 
learned  friend,  has  been  corredly  ftated.  It  might  be  proper  thai 
there  (hould  be  troops  in  readinefs  to  be  called  out ;  but  they  furelj 
QUght  not  to  have  proceeded  to  z&,  except  their  afliftance  was  ex- 
prefsly.reqviied  by  the  civil  power.  It  was  a  moft  Ilrangc  circun^- 
lbmce,.that  the  Magiihates  in  one  diftridi  (hould  fpnd  a  militar; 
force  to  wait,  upon  Ma^iArates  in  another  difirid).  He  conceived 
the  Hpuff  to  be  much  indebted  to  his  learned  friend  for  having 
brought  forward  the  fubje£l,  particularly  at  a  period  when  fo  much 
alacrity  was  (hown  in  having  reoourfe  to  this  preventive  expedient  ol 
bringing  forward  a  military  force  on  every  occafion. 

Mr.  POWYS  faid,  he  would  take  upon  himfelf  to  affcrt,  that  a 
gentleman  belonging  to  that  diftrid^  had  declared  that  there  were 
lymptoms  pf  tumult  in  that  part,  and  in  confcquence  of  that  repre- 
fentatkm  the  application  was  made. 

Mr.' Chancellor  PITT  faid,  there  was  no  motion  regularly  be- 
fore the  Houf/;  but  fo  much  having  been  faid  upon  the  fubje^,  he 
fliould,  hejulifted,  be  excufed  for  adding  a  few  words.  He  begge(j 
^die^Hotsfe  to  look  at  the  queAion  as  it  then  flood,  and  compare  it 
with  the  fnanner  in\Which  it  was  originally  introduced.  The  Houfe 
was  told  by  the  learned  gentleman^  that  he  brought  forward  this 
bulincfs  as  a  complaint  againft  the  War  OfEce,  for  having  feni 
ihefe.  tioc^  without  any  ground  whatever,  or  any  application  hav- 
ing  been,  made  for  that  purpofe  ^  it  now,  turned  out,  that  the  ftepi 
pi^ca  by  the  War  Office,  were  in  confequencc  of  the  application  d 
^  X<(Vd  JU^enanty  the  Deputy  Lieutenants,  and  the  wholi 
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collected  Magiftracy  of  the  county. '  But  the  ftarned  gcrttlcmafr 
had  declared' himfclf  unable  to  find  any  other  words  defcriptirc  of 
the  tranfadion,  as  it  now  ftood,  but  that  of  "  dragooning  the  people/* 
If  the  learned  gentleman  wanted  an  apology  foi^  ufing  words  which 
conveyed  an  idea  the  vcrj'  revcrfe  of  the  fa»Sls  as  they'no\y  appeared, 
the  only  one  he  could  rcfort  to  with  any  propriety  was,  that 
"  he  could  not  find  any  other  words,"  for  othcr^ufc  the  Houfc 
would  never  be  able  to  account  for  his  ufing  the  cxprcfllort, 
**  drag(X)ning  the  people  !  *'  in  a  cafe  whefe  it  turned  out  that  the 
troops  wcfc  fent  at  the  requcft,  and  to  be  under  the  direction  of  tht 
Magiftratcs  to  enforce  the  law  of  the  country.  A  noble  I/Ord  who 
had  fpokcn  upon  this  fubjedt,  had  declared,  that  troops  empToycd 
by  the  civil  power  for  the  prefervatfon  of  the  peaer,  afibrdcd  him 
no  other  idea  but  that  of  an  attempt  to  fubvert  the  principles  of  the 
Cpnftitution  by  introducing  a  militar}'  govemmenf.  He  faid,  he 
would  not  attempt  to  reply  to  them  ;  he  coutd  only  fay,  that 
he  felt  confiderable  regret  that  he  was  not  able  to  enrich  the  language 
of  the  one,  or  .  the  ideas  of  the  other ;  'with  this  obfervatJbn  he 
ihould  pafs  to  the  next  charge,  which  was  now  transferred  from 
the  War  Office  to  the  Magiftratcs  of  the  county — that  whiA  wa» 
originally  meant  as  a  complaint  againft  Minifters,  was  now  con- 
verted into  an  aflertion,  tliat  the  Magiihures  ought  not  to  call  in  the 
afliftance  of  the  military  to  enable  them  to  execute  the  decrees  of  the 
Lcgiflature.  .  Tlic  next  charge  was,  that  the  zeal  of  the  Officer 
who  had  the  command  of  the  troops,  had  fully  co-opct:itcrf  witk 
,  the  civil  power ;  fo  that  not  only  the  conduft  but  the  diftributiort 
of  the  foldlery  had  been  direded  by  the  Magiftratcs  ;  and  arrange- 
ments taken  in  order  to  render  it  unncccffury  for  the  troops  to  be 
employed,  was  termed  "  dragooning  the  people."  As  tothc  troops 
being  fent  to  that  part,  it  appeared  that  the  application  not  only 
came  from  the  whole  county,  but  that  ft  was  made  upon  the  rc- 
prefentation  of  a  gentleman  belonging  to  that  very  drftrift.  The 
Houfc  were  informed  by  the  Commanding  Officer,  Aaf  thefe  ap- 
pellants who  were  prevented  from  coming  up,  were  an  antied  mci>, 
aflcmbled  for  the  purpofe  of  interrupting  the  proceedings — this 
was  a  faithful  ftate  of  the  tranfadion,  and  he  left  it  to  the  Hbufc'to 
determine  whether  it  defcrved  fuch  language  as  had  been  applied  to 
it.  If  gentlemen  were  not  fatisfied,  he  could  only  wi(h  they  wotQd 
fix  a  day  for  going  more  minutely  into  the  bulincfs. 

Mr.  GREY  contended,  that  the  right  honourable  gentleman 

had  by  no  means  given  a  faithful*  account  of  this  bufiriefs ;  -but  had 

/indulged  himfelf  rather  in  farcaltns  than  in  fefls.  He  had  ri6'6tHer 

S--  authority  upon  this  fubjcS  than  the  letter  of  Mr.  WbdhslV  which 


■Die.  ij.y  DEBATES.  -3 

lie  contended,  was  not  contndi^ed.  Ttvit  letter  flated^  that  1 
Magifirates  were  interrupted  in  the  cxccutitHiof  thdr  duty  b^  th 
troops,  who  had  not  been  fcnt  for  by  them ;  and  that  they  woi 
not  (uScT  the  appellants  to  come  up.  He  would  not  now  c<Hin( 
whether  the  War  Office  was  to  blame  or  not ;,  but  certainly  1 
troc^  had  aAed  in  an  imconfticutional  manner,  for  the  confbb 
Hated,  that  the  Ibldiers  would  not  permit  the  appellants  to  pafs. ,  1 
could  not  conceive  how  the  right  honourable  gentleman  could  c 
the  appellants  an  armed  mod,  or  confound  them  with  a  tumultuc 
alTemblage,  if  there  was  any  mob  at  all.  He  was,  upon  the  who 
of  opinion,  that  this  was  a  motl  unconflituti(Mial  meafure,  and 
thought  that  the  honourable  gentleman  who  brought  it  forward  n 
indtlcd  to  the  thanks  of  the  Houfe. 

Colonel  VILLIERS  faid,  he  was  very  well  informed  that 
targe  mob  was  marching  to  that  place,  and  would  have  proceed 
if  they  had  not  feen  the  military  ;  and  the  confkblcs  declared  ii 
they  would  not  have  been  able  to  prcfervc  peace  if  it  liad  not  be 
for  the  troc^.  He  did  not  mean  to  thrqjv  any  afpcrfion  up 
Mr.  Wodhall ;  but  it  appeared'  to  him,  that  his  letter  containct 
Very  imperfcft  account  of  the  tranfaflion.  As  far  as  he  perfona! 
was  concerned,  the  only  part  he  wilhed  to  take  was,  to  a3  unc 
the  authority  of  the  Magiftrates,  and  to  make  a  temperate  ufe  of  t 
''military  power. 

After  (bme  defultory  convcrfation,  a  member  called  to  ordi 
xs  there  was  no  <]ue(libn  before  the  Houfe,  and  the  difcufOm  w 
fuficred  to  drop. 

Mr.  Chancellor  HTT  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill 
explain  and  amend  an  a£t,  that  had  pafTed  in  the  prcfcnt  fi^lTto 
fur  the  purpnfe  of  augmenting  the-  militia. 

Mr.  FOX  faid  he  Ihould  move  an  amendment,  that,  inflead 

"  explain  and  amend,"  ihould  he  infcrted  the  word  "repeal 

"  He  c<Hiceivcd  the  bill  to  be  fo  objcftionablc,  [hat  he  had  no  dif 

tulty  in  faying  it  would  be  wafling  tlit  time  of  the  Houfe  to  eni 

into  detail' upn  the  fubjcct.      Hu  apj)c;»lcd  to  ihe  Houfe:  whetht 

•  after  what  tlicy  had  heard  of  what  liaJ  taken  pluec  in  Nortiiam 

'  tonthirc,  and  various  other  places,  ihcy  were  not  convinced  it  w 

a  meafure  which  had  excited  a  general  difcontent  in  the  country  i 

'  i>i  he  bought  that,  by  condnuing  fuch  a  bill,  we  fhoulj],  do  foir 

thing  more  calculated  to  fiivour  than  to  defeat  the  dcligns  of  0 

cnenlies,  the  bill  being,  as  he  apprehended  it  to  be,  generally  d 

liked,  efpecially  among  the  lower  clalTes  of  the  people.     Howct 

kudiblc  the  intention  of  officers  might  be,  it  could  not  be  puf 

execution  without  very  great  inconvenience*  andtfic  advantages 
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it  at  beft  woutd  be  veiy  trifllngi  iHe,  thtioipve,  ni^ioiit jeiiiaig-. 
ing  on  the  mattcri  moved^  Thati  tnilcad  of  ,tbe  vords  ^'iQXpJ9^ 
''  and  amend/' be  ioferted  the  .word  ^Srcpcal/V  He  ibpulid  n^f ^ 
'however,  take  the  fcnfeof  the  Houfe  upon  bis  ^nootifMii  unl*^ 
feme  other  gentleman  (hould  require  it. 

Mr.  M.  A.  TAYLOR  (econdcd  the  amendment. 

Mr.  JOLIFFE  faid,  that  he  niCe  to  exprefs  his.apprpbation  of 
'<he  -amendment  which  had  been  moved.  He  was  convinced,  ^t, 
in  cafe  of  any  invafion  being  attempted  in  thecountiy,  every  per- 
fon  woidd,  widiout  compulfion,  be.  ready  to  take  arms  in  its  defence. 
The  prcfent  meafure  had  occafioncd  no  fmall  dii&tisfa£tk)n  in  the 
country,  and  to  excite  fuch  a  difpofition  in  the  people  would  certauidy 
tend  to  defeat  the  object  of  internal  fecurity.  He  did  not  wi(h 
that  Minifters  (bouTd  be  rendered  unpopular ;  and  if  they  were 
anxious  to  avoid  this  confequence,  they  would,  for  their  own  fakes, 
look  to  the  (Ute  of  the  country,  and  oonlider  the  effects  which  the 
meafure  might  produce  by  countcrafling  the  ddign  for  which  it  was 
intended. 

Mr.  Secretary  DUNDAS  faid,  that  he  could  fcarcdy  believe 
that  the  right  honourable  gentleman  ferioufly  imagined*  that  the 
aigumenta  he  had  ufed  would  induce  the  Houfe  to.  ieje<5k  the  mea- 
fure which  it  was  propofed  to  adopt ;  and  he  fliould  not  have 
troubled  the  Houfe  with  any  obfcrvations  upon  the  bill*  if  he  had 
not  heard  fome  things  which  fell  from  another  honourable  member^ 
and  which  feemed  to  be  ofl^red  fo  Icrioufly  and  forcibly,  th^t  he 
thought  himfclf  bound  to  fay  a  few  words  in  reply^ 
'  The  principal  grounds  of  oppolition  which  had  been  taken  lo  this 
bill,  were  the  dilTatisfaflion  and  difcontents  it  was  fuppofed  to  ex- 
cite in  the  coimtry.    He  would  beg  leave,  however,  to  remind  the 
Houfe,  and  particularly  thofe  gentlemen  who  were  too  young  to 
recoiled  the  h&,  that  when  the  plan  of  a  Militia  was  firft  fug- 
gefted,  which  Gnce,  in  the  opinion  of  all,  was  admitted  to  be  our 
true  Conftitutional  defence,  and  the  beft  guardian  of  our  fecurity, 
it  had  encountered  an  oppolition  more  general  and  nnequivocal, 
more  refolute  and  determined,  than  any  which  had  been  (tifplayed 
upon  the  prefent  occasion.   This  much,  however,  he  would  venture 
to  fay,  tbit  if  any  meaiure  was  found  by  the  Legiilature  to  be.ne- 
^eflary  fsf  the*welfare  o£  the  country,  itought  not  to  be  given. jvp  ** 
^merely  becaufe  thofe  for  whofe  good  it  x^s. intended,  did  not  per* 
~^ivc  Its  advantages,  or  refifted  its  operation.     For  his  Qwn, part, 
^lie  conlidercd  that  it  would  mod  biglily  conduce  to  the  fecyrity  of 
.^the  fodntry,  if  meafures  of  defence  were  put.  upon  a  Jaiger  icale  ; 
'^'^tid^ifidi  men  throughout  the  kingdom  tatig^t  themfe^es  the  iife 
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of  mms,  diat  vriKn  any  danger  rendered  the  nertion  neceflary,  0 
might  be  able,  as  «cll  as  willitig,  to  contribute  their  affiftan 
He  thoaghc  that  to-day  he  might  congratulate  gentlemen  up^  1 
other  fide  on  having  got  up  their  f[XTits.  At  prcfenc  they  ieen 
Id  be  perfeiftly  ftee  from  the  apprchcnfion  of  danger.  He  hop 
hewever,  fliey  would  not  be  lions  one  day  and  harc9.the  next. 
iMped  they  n'ould  a£t'nith  fome  confiftcncy  in  their  cries  of  ala 
and  (heir  aflcrtions  of  fecurity.  One  day  they  expatiated  upon 
danger  with  which  the  country  in  certain  circumRanccs  might 
threatened.  Whrii  Holland  was  likely  to  be  over-run  by  the  k 
tbrious  arms  of  France,  it  was  faid  upon  the  other  tide  that  (he  di 
ger  which  was  apprehended  from  this  event  was  a  mere  bug-be 
4'hUe  again  they  rcprefented  the  circumftances  after  it  had  a^iu 
occurred,  as  of  fo  much  irtifwrtanoc  ai  to  threaten  the  bfetf  of  I 
countiy.  If  the  pofleffion  of  Holland  by  the  French  could  j 
tify^hc  apprchcnfion  pf  dai^r,  there  was  flill  ground  of  ala 
Some  months  ago,  vcheti  the  armies  of  our  allies  were  flying  bef 
the  vidtotious  armies  of  France,  apprehenfions  were  entertaii 
that  if  the  enemy  fucocedsd  in  fubduing  the  force  of  Aulhia, 
Attempt  of  invafion  would-be  made.  In  confequence  of  the  11 
cefs  whkh  attended  fiw  a  time  their  opetltioni,  there  was  no  n 
who  did  not  believe  that  ifhcn  the  French  had  fuccceded  in  hu 
bllng  the  Houfc  of  AuHria,  they  entertained  ideas  of  employ 
the  forces  which  they  would  then  have  at  thctr  difpofal  in  a  dcfo 
upon  this  country.  He  appealed  to  the  Houfc  whether  this  ( 
potitkm  had  not  been  announced.  It  (lill  was  his  folemn  o 
virion  that  fuch  a  delign  was  in  agitation ;  and  he  (hould  fay,  t 
.  he  was  a  bold  man  tliat  in  the  event  to  which  he  ajluded  wo 
maintain,  that  the  attempt  of  a  defccnt  would  not  have  been  ir 
on  Great  Britain  or  Irdand. 

[Here  Mr.  M.  A.  Taylor  whifpcred,  that  it  was  in  Ireland  t 
Miniflers  apprehended  the  danger  of  invafion.] 

Mr.  Dundns  continued,  that  Miniftershad,  indeed,  apprebeni 
danger  of  an  invafion  upon  Ireland  ^  hut  they  had  appr^ndo 
in  this  country  alfo.  Still  then  was  reafon  to  believe  that  the  fche 
was  not  abandoned.  He  knew  "fbr  certain,  diat  at  prcfenc  the  pc 
of  France  were  full  of  boats,  and  that  tnjops  were  in  rtadinefi 
fttch  an  attetTipt.  In  circumflances  like  thefe,  would  it  be  (i 
that  we  oi^ht  not  to  prepare  sgainft  the  undertaking ;  dtit 
bught  not  to  take  tneafures  for  the  public  fafcty  s  He  could 
but  be  afbnifhed  too,  that  any  objeSion  ffaould  be  made  to  meafi 
tff  which  the  fecurity  of  the  country  was  to  be  promoted  at  fuc 
critical  period  as  the  prefent.     While  a  necodatioi  wn  pendl 
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by  which  His  Majcfty's  Minifters  were  pledged  to  e^cert  every  efibit^ 
for  the  reftoration  of  peace^  did  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
mean  to  tell  the  enemy  that  we  were  not  prepared  for  our  internal 
defence,  and  invite  them  to  an  attack,  by  thedifplay  of  our de^ 
fenc^lefs  fkuation  ?  To  add  weight,  therefore,  to  the^negociations 
for  peace,  we  ought,  by  our  financial  arrangements,  by  the  formi- 
dable ftate  of  our  military  and  naiN'al  power,  and  by  our  exertions 
for  internal  defence,  to  (hew  that,  if  the  enemy  refufed  to  accede 
to  ftiir  and  honourable  terms,  we  were  prepared  to  refill  any  en- 
terprife  they  might  undertake,  and  to  annoy  them  in  every  quarter 
of  the  world.  It  was  extraordinary  too,  that,  when  a  new  enemy 
was  this  night  announced,  when  we  Were  called  upon  to  provide 
for  this  new  emei^gency,  the  firft  fruits  of  the  promifed  fupport 
were  propofitions  on  the  part  of  the  rig^t  honourable  gentleman  to 
render  t>ur  means  of  fecurity  lefs  than  when  that  enemy  did  not 
exift.  His  firm  opinion  was,  that  this  country  ought  never  to  be 
at  war  without  adopting  that  fyftem^dc  plaa  of  increafing  our 
firength  which  would  at  once  render  us  formidable  abroad  and  fe*» 
cure  at  home.  This  alone  could  enable  us,  to  a<5l  with  vigour,  and 
to  difplay  our  refources  with  cfkA ;  this  alone  would  eiiable  us  to 
profecutr  war  witli  fuccefs,  and  compel  the  enemy  to  agree  to 
honourable  conditions  of  peace.  ^ 

Mr.  WALPOLE  afked.  If  it  was  meant  to  introduce  any 
claufe  to  grant  exceptions  to  thofe  diftrids  where  a  certain  number 
of  pcrfons  had  voluntarily  come  forward  ? 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  every  attention  (hould  be  paid  to 
that  pdnt ;  but,  to  give  any  exception  to  a  particular  diffarid  would 
operate  in  favour  of  thofe  who  had  not  afled  in  this  manner. 

Mr.  M.  A.  TAYLOR  faid,  that  he  now  rofe  to  afli'gn  his  rea* 
fons  for  feconding  the  amendment  of  his  honourable  friend,  and 
the  grounds  of  his  oppOlition  to  the  pitfent  mcafurc.  He  would 
fay,  that  he  did  not  think  that  an  invafibn  of  this  country  wa$ 
likely.  He  was  convinced  that  Minifters  themfelvcs  did  not  con- 
fider  it  to  be  probable.  He  had  converfed  with  fcveral  intelligent 
naval  and  military  officers  upon  thefubjedt,  and  he  had  been  in^ 
forn^ed  that-it  would  be  difficult  to  land  5000  men  ;  and  was  it 
likely  that  the  French,  acquainted  with  tiie  difpolitlons  of  the  peo- 
ple of  the  country,  and  with  the  military  refources  which  they 
pcffefled,  would  facrifice  fo  many  men  upon  foabfurd  an  enterprife? 
He  fupported  the  amendment  of  his  right  honourable  friend,  becaufe 
he  conceived  the  meafure  calculated  to  defeat  the  object  of  defence. 
When  the  right  horwurable  gentleman  (Mr.  Pitt)  carne  forward,  as 
he  fo  frequently  did,  to  amend  his  hills,  be  would  tell  him,  upon 
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tfie  prefent  obcafioii,  that  the  bed  mode  of  fecuring  the  country  from 
invaiion,  was  to  conciliate  the  minds  of  the  people.  He.  himfelf 
had  fecn  the  difcontents  wh-ch  the  bills  had  excited.  The  inha- 
bitants of  the  ix)pulous  place  of  the  country  where  he  redded  were 
particularly  avcrfe  to  the  meafure ;  apd  when  they  were  told  that 
they  might  fine  or  procure  fubftitutes,  they  declared  they  would  do 
neither.  It  was  attended  with  very  oppreflivc  confequcnccs  to  the 
farmer,  for  after  lifts  had  been  given  in,  their  fervants  removed 
from  one  place  of  the  country  to  another,  to  avoid  being  drawn, 
and  fubjcfted  their  matters  to  great  inconveniences.  It  was  a 
fevere  burden  uport  the  middling  claffes,  who  found  it  no  trifling 
matter  to  procure  fubftitutes.  The  right  honourable  gentleman 
(Mr.  Dundas)  might  laugh,  but  it  was  certainly  of  little  moment 
to  him,  for  he  had  places  enow  tp  enable  him  to  pay  the  cxpences, 
and  he  might  not  be  difpofed  to  confider  the  fituation  of  others. 
For  his  part  he  was  not  like  the  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  JolifFe), 
for  he  wifhed  to  alienate  the  minds  of  the  people  from  Minifters, 
becaufe  the  meafures  they  purfued  tended  to  alienate  the  people 
60m  the  Government.  He  wifhed  tp  live  and  die  peaceably,  and 
he  was  fony  when  he  faw  any  meafure^  taken  by  Minifters  that 
could  contribute  to  unfettle  the  minds  pf  the  people,  and  alienate 
them  from  His  Majcfty.  The  right  honourable  gentleman  faid 
now,  that  it  was  proper  that  all  the  people  in  the  country  (hould 
be  armed,  though  formerly  he  had  ftated  that  there  were  many 
dangerous  and  difafieded  perfons  whom  it  woulci  be  imprtxLent  to 
arm.  For  his  own  part,  he  had  no  fuch  views  widx  refpcS  to 
the  neceflity  of  the  period,  and  he  decidedly  difapproved  of  the 
jmeafure  propofed  to  be  adopted. 

•  General  TARLTON  faid,  that  the  fituation  of  the  country  was 
now  very  different  from  what  it  was  fome  months  ajo;  The  je- 
verfes  of  the  French  had  deranged  every  plan  of  invafidn  which 
they  could  have  entertained.  The  real  mode  of  fecuring  the  country 
was  to  render  the  people  contented,  happy,  and  free>  inftoid,  of 
harafling  them  with  unneceflfary  burdens.  No  defign  was  now  en- 
tertained by  the  enemy  ;  their  forces  were  removed  from  the  coaft. 
He  confidered  the  prefent  meafure  as  calculated,  in  cafe  of  emer- 
gency, to  produce  confufion  without  adding  to  our  Arength.  The 
Hoiife  ought  to  be  cautious  of  entertaining  a  bill  which  impofed 
fuch  burdens.  It  was  dangerous  to  inveft  Minifters  with  the  power 
#hioh  this  force  would  confer.  In  its  prefent  (hapci  'though  in- 
dficient,  yet  it  might  be  rendered  efficient  by  an  ad  of  .Parliament* 
Nay,  it  might  be  done  now-a-days  without  an  act  of  Parliament— r 
Minliters  might  refider  the  hddy  of  men  propofed  to  be  raifed  under 
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the  bill  a  fianding  force  without  any  objedl  of  ncceflity  or  advantage. 

It  was  part  of  a  fyftem  introduced  into  this  country  by  Miniftcrs 

to  increafe  the  power  of  ^c  Crown  ;  and  along  with  the  meafures 
which  they  had  employed  to  connefl  the  army  more  intimately 
with  the  executive  power,  inftead  of  maintaining  their  dependence 
on  the  Houfe,  formed  another  ftep  towards  a  military  government ; 
by  arming  one  fixth  part  of  the  community,  Miniftcrs  wifticd  to 
convert  them  into  engines  of  robbing  the  remainder- 
Sir  WILLIAM  PULTENEY  faid,  that  he  did  not  agree  with 
thofe  who  reprcfentcd  this  bill  as  a  vexatious  meafure.     The  only 

'  thing  that  he  had  to  difapprove  of  was,  that  this  meafure  was  not  fo 
cxtenfive  as,  in  his  opinion,  it  ought  to  be.  He  believed,  if  this 
bill  was  generally  underftood  not  to  require  the  taking  of  men  to 
z  great  diftance  from  their  homes,  there  would  be  little  or  no  op- 

^pofition  to  it  any  where.  But  the  idea  of  taking  men  to  a  great 
diftance  from  the  places  of  their  ufual  labour  might  occafion  fome 
difcontent.  This  meafure,  in  its  nature,  refcmbled,  in  fome  de« 
gree,  the  eftablifliment  of  the  tnilitia.  That  eftabliftiment,  it  was 
well  known,  was  a  great  fourcc  of  ftrength  to  the, country  in  a 
military  view,  and  a  great  fqpport  alfo  to  the  Conftitution  ;  for  if 
the  people  are  all  unarmed^  and  a  Prince  wiflies  to  enflave  them> 
and  has  a  large  military  fbfce  at  his  command,  the  people  are^  in  a 
great  meafure,  at  his  mercy.  That  can  never  be  the  cafe  when 
the  people  have  arms  in  their  hands.  He  remembered  when  the 
fubje£l  of  a  militia  was  agitated  in  Parliament,  the  Miniftcrs  of 
the  day  were  a^erfe  tp  the  meafure  i  but  on  the  other  fide  of  the 
Houfe  there  was  a  great  cry  in  favour  of  the  meafure.  He  thquglit 
tliat  the  objcdt  of  tliis  bill  was  the  fame  in  principle,  and  therefore 
he  approved  of  it.  He  had  converfed  with  nvany  -military  men, 
for  whofe  judgntent  he  had  great  refpeft,  and  tlicy  thought  there 

,  might  be  forac  danger  of  invafion.  He  conceived  that  there  was 
an  abfolutc  tieceflity  for  this,  as  a  meafure  of  defence.  If  we  arc 
called .  upon,  he  had  no  doubt  but  that  every  man  would  come  for- 
ward in  defence  of  the  country  ;  but  in  the  mean  time  it  was  pro- 
per that  as  many  as  could,  (hould  be  properly  prepared,  in  cafe  of 
neceffity.  This  was  a  corps  merely  intended  to  be  in  readiiKfs, 
They  would  fufFer,  no  inconvenience  at  all.  They  would  each 
have  a  ihilling  a  day,  nearly  double  the  pay  of  other  foldiers. 
Upon  the  whole  he  believed  that,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  dif- 
contented  people,  the  mafs  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  country  woul4 
approve  of  this  meafure.  He  believed  they  wiftied  to  refift  the 
enemy  by  all  means.  He  therefore  wiftied  to  fee  this  meafure  tried ; 
lor  he  bad -a  decided  opinion  in  its  favour.     He  approved  of  '^hfit- 
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had  bten  feid  npon  arming  all  the  people  of  this  country,  and  of 
teaching  them  the  ufe  of  arms^  We  had  before  us  the  examylc 
of  the  effefts  of  fuch  a  meafure  in  America  and  in  Switzerland  ; 
they  had  fupported  their  Governments,  becaufe  they  approved  of 
their  Governments  ;  and  without  their  approbation,  certainly  thcfc 
Governments  could  not  exift.  He  approved  of  this  meafure  of 
arming  the  people  as  far  as  it  went.  Sixty  thoufand  men  were  a 
confiderable  number,  but  he  w^ifhed  it  was  much  larger. 

Sir  WILLIAM  GEARY  faid,  he  rofc  to  rcfcue  the  people  of 
England  from  the  charge  of  being  hoflile  to  the  meafure,  for  he 
was  convinced  that  they  entertained  different  fentiments.  Within 
his  obfervation  he  had  feen  no  diflikc  to  the  bill  ;  he  had  feen  the 
rcverfe.  Some  fymptoms  of  difapprobation  were  faid  to  exift  in 
Lincolnftiire  and  Northamptonfhirc,  but  they  did  not  exift  to  any 
extent.  He  would  not  fay  that  gentlemen  had,  from  any  bad  in- 
tention, andcavoured  to  obftrudl  the  operation  of  the  bill,  but  they 
did  not  confider  what  might  be  the  effect  of  their  example.  It  was 
faid  that  no  apprehenfion  could  now  be  entertained  ;  but  any  indi- 
vidual who  reflecSed  on  the*nature  of  the  enemy  we  had  to  oppofe, 
whom  this  country,  to  its  eternal  honour,  and  to  the  falvation  of 
Europe,  had  flood  forward  to  combat,  would  helitate  before  he 
afferted  that  the  defign  might  not  be  revived.  For  his  owni  part,  he 
ivas  firmly  convinced  that  the  attempt  might  be  made,  and  that 
every  meafure  of  precaution  ought  to  be  taken. 

The  qucftion  upon  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Fox  was  then  put, 
arid  negatived. without  a  divifion. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  rofe  to  make  a  fimilar  motion  with  re- 
fpe(5  to  the  a6l  which  had  been  paffed  this  fcflion  for  raifing  twenty 
thoufand  cavalry.  He  ftated,  that  he  had  had  many  opportunities 
of  confulting  with  gentlemen  who,  from  their  habits  and  from  their 
fituations,  were  the  beft  informed  on  fubje61s  of  this  kind,  and  who 
were  moft  converfant  with  the  nature  ^of  the  particular  law  which 
was  to.  be  carried  in'o  effe^S.  He  had  been  happy  to  learn  from 
them,  that  though  dilficultics  might  exift,  thefe  difficulties  had  been 
greatly  exaggerated  by  the  gentlemen  of  Oppofition ;  that  they 
partly  arofc  from  mifundcrftanding,  and  that  they  might  eafily  be 
correfted  by  the  introdudtion  df  a  few  claufcs.  The  bnly  thing 
which  he  thought  created  a  leading  and  important  difficulty,  was  the 
omiffion  of  a  power  to  appeal  on  an  alledged  title  to  exemption 
before  ballot.  This,  as  it  at  prefent  flood,  by  no  means  rendered 
theadt  impradlicable,  fincca  remedy  was  provided,  by  which,  when 
any  clafs  became  defeflivc,  a  mode  of  fupplying  the  deficiency  was 
pointed  out.     Eut  what  would  more  effedlually  put  an  end  to  the 
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MKonVenience  arifiqg  from  the  trouble  of  a  fredi  baUot,  wqu14  be 
to  add  to  the  fisnner  proviiions  of  the  law,  a  right  to  the  peifpa 
iivho  claimed  the  exemption  to  lodge  his  appeal  previous  to  tl^ 
ballot. 

From  what  he  had  juft  heard  from  the  honourable  gentletnen, 
who  had  fpoken,  he  thought  there  were  frefh  ground^  for  approving 
the  principle  of  the  zSl  which  it  was  now  propofed  to  amend  ;  the 
ineafurd  had  been  judged  necelTary  when  it  was  at  firft  brought  for- 
ward ;  and  fo  far  from  conceiving  that  its  neceflity  was  (haken  bjr 
any  arguments  that  he  had  heard,  he  could  not  difcover  any  thadge 
in  the  circumftances  of  the  country  which  in  the  fmalleft  degree 
afle£led  it.     When  the  queftion  of  the  general  policy  of  internal 
defence  was  admitted,  and  it  could  not  be  contefled  in  times  like 
the  prefcnt,  there  remained  but  two  points  to  be  examined — whether 
die  itieafurc  contributed,  in  a  great  degree,  to  the  purpofes  of  pro- 
iedion?  and  whether  it  bore  more  heavily,  as  a  public  burden,  than 
was  faifly  to  be  expected  from  what  promifed  to  be  of  fuch  exten- 
live  utility  ?     He  had  heard  the  prudence  of  the  plan  impeached  ; 
/     and  it  had  been  faid.that  it  was  inefficient,  becauiTe  the  men  raifed 
under  its  operation  were  not  to  be  trained ;  and  thus,  not  partaking 
of  the  advantages  of  difcipline,  they  would  be  of  little  aflidance  in 
the  hour  of  danger.     This  was  rather  an  obJ€<5)ion  than  a  fair 
argument  againft  it.     Thofe  who  urged  it,   feemed  to  be  aware  of 
no  medium  between  the  two  quedions — whether,  when  a  force  was 
wanting,  the  whole  ought  to  be  gained  at  firft  ;  or  whether  the 
fafcty  of  the  country  (hould  be  trufled  to  men  entirely  without  pre- 
paration P     Every  gentleman  in  the  Houfe  would  fee  the  advan- 
tages which  mud  refult  to  the  country  in  the  hour  of  danger  from 
fuch  a  body  of  men,  though  they  might  never  have  been  called  out 
to  exercife.     It  was  convenient  to  know  to  whom  to  have  recourfe 
in  that  hour ;  what  arms  were  at  hand  \  what  number  of  horle$> 
and  their  accoutrements  ;  what  was  the  force  to  be  expe6ted  ;  what 
proportion  of  it  belonged  to  each  diftrid  or  party  ;  how  it  was  to  be 
colle£led,  and  how  it  might  be  diftributed  ;  how  the  officers  were 
to  be  felc(3ed,  and  how  manjr  they  were  to  be  in  number.     To  all 
thefe  ^advantages  to  be  derived  from  a  force  thus  raifed,  he  could 
not  confider  it  as  a  fufficient  argument  that  they  were  not  a  regular 
force  ;  it  was  delirable  to  be  in  poflTeffion  of  it,  not  merely  to  affift 
us  in  the  moment  of  attack,  but  to  prevent,  by  a  difplay  of  our 
fh-ength,^  fuch  a  moment  from  every  arriving.     It  was,  perhaps^ 
inferior  to  a  body  of  regular,  cavalry,  but  on  fomc  occasions  this  in- 
feriority would  be   found  very  fmall,  and  in  many  things  it  was 
equal.     Men,  provided  with  horfcs  and  withannsi  could,  in  fome 
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fitiiadonS|.€ffcfi  as  much  hy  thefe  advantages,  aft  could  be  hoped 
from  the  bed  difciplined  andmoft  per&dl  regiment. 

The  next  qucftioi>  related  to  the  burden  which  it  was  faid  this 
meafure  laid  on  the  people  ;  and  a  greater  degree  of  exaggeration 
he  believed  had  never  been  witnelTed  in  the  Houfe  ^han  that 
which  the  gjentlemen  of  oppofition  had  adopted,  when  f|jeaking  on 
this  part  of  the  cavaliy  a6l.  No  man  was  called  upon  by  it  to 
contribute  his  perfonal  fervicc  or  his  pecuniary  aid,  unlefs  he  had 
g^ven  proof  of  his  competence,  by  keeping  a  horfe,  for  which  he 
paid  the  duties  impofed  by  the  aA  of  Parliament  on  horfes  kept  for 
the  purpofes  of  pleafure.  The*  inconvenience  was  befides  very 
fq;)all :  it  would  not  amount  to  more  than  the  payment  of  one- tenth 
part  of  the  expence  of  fumifliing  a  horfeman.  The  extra  ex- 
pence  of  keeping  fuch  a  horfe  as  would,  in  pokit  of  quality,  fatisfy 
the  Deputy  Lieutenants  of  the  County,  would  be  inconliderable  to 
the  clafs  of  perfons  whom  the  a£l  was  iptended  to  reach.  The 
extra  expenccs  which  would  be  incurred  by  the  perfon  balloted 
could  not  be  great^  and  the  allowanf:e  would  be  fuffident  to  anfwar 
theui :  when  he  was  called  out  for  adtual  fervice  he  would  receive 
full  pay ;  and  the  Deputj^Lieuten^t  of  the  county  would  be  em- 
powered to  make  him  fuch  an  allowance  for  his  attendance  at  the 
time  of  being  muflered*,  as  he  (hould  in  his  difcrction  think  proper. 
The  only  expence  which  would  be  incurred  by  the  perfon  would 
be,  that  of  the  uniform':  for  he  would  be  provided  with  arms  at 
the  coft  of  Government.  The  eftimate  which  he  had  fecn  of  the 
price  6f  an  uniform,  and  which  there  was  rcafon  to  believe  was 
accurate,  was  two  pounds  nine  (hillings ;  and  it  did  not  appear  to 
him  that  this  fum  was  very  great,  when  it  was  to  be  divided 
among  ten  perfons  of  fuch  a  defcription  as  that  which  the  z€t 
pointed  out.  From  this  ftatement,  the  Houfe  would  be  able  to 
judge  whether  what  they  had  heard  from  the  gentlemen  oppofite  to 
him  on  former  occafions,  with  refpcA  to  this  meafure,  was  accu- 
rate, and  whether  it  was  the  grievance  which  they  had  fo  loudly 
averted  it  to  be.  In  the  perfuafion  that  it  would  not  be  thought  fo 
by  the  Houfe,  he  moved,  *^  That  the  claufes  in  the  original  a<^,  by 
which  a  power  was  rcfcrved  to  the  Houfe  of  amending  and  adding 
to  it  during  the  feflion,''  (hould  be  read ;  and  after  this  was^done, 
he  moved,  **  For  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  explain  and  amend  the 
former  cavalry  ad." 

Colortel  HARCOURT,  aft^  apologizing  for  the  prefumption 
of  adding  to  what  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  (aid,  de- 
clared, that  he.  confidcred  a  rallying  point  as  the  mo(t  material 
thing  wanting  in  cafe  of  danger,  and  that  he  bad  known  txoop%  run 
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to  it  with  great  alacrity.  He  was  for  from  difputing  the  neccflity 
of  difcipline.  It  fuited  not  his  profeflfion;  nor  his  inclination  to  do 
fo.  He  hoped  his  charad^cr-in  the  arnny  would  bear  tcftimony  for 
him,  that  he  was  a  friend  to  difcipline.*  But  he  was  corifideht 
that  the  force  which  might  be  raifed  under  thefe  bills  might,  al- 
though they  (hould  not  have  the  advantages  of  a  difciplined  body ; 
and  thfough  unacquainted  with  adlqal  fervice,  be  eventually  found, 
asferviceable  from  their  having  a  rallying  point,  as  thofe  who  had 
in  ad^ion.  He  had  frequently  found  this  to  be  the  cafe  both  in 
Flanders  and  the  Weft  Indies  ;  and  he  corifidcred  it  as  a  matter  of 
great  importance  that  they  fhould  be  acquainted  with  the  Ofiiccrs 
who  were  to  command  them.  He  added,  that  he  gave  his  hearty 
affcnt  to  the  prefent  meafure. 

Mr.  BIDDULM  faid,  he  was  happy  that  the  meafure  came 
be&rc  the  Houfe  in  its  prefent  (hape,  becaufe  it'proved  that  the 
difficuldes  which  many  gentlemen,  as  well  as  himfelf,  had  ftated 
woiili  attend  it,  were  now  felt  by  the  authors  of  the  bill,  and 
whfch  difficulties  were  now  about  to  be  attempted  to  be  removed. 
The  defe<^s  of  the  former  bill  had  been  pointed  out  by  an  ho- 
nourable Member  of  that  Houfe,  of  whofe  judgment  there  were  not 
two  opinions  :  as  little  variety  of  opinion  did  he  believe  exifted  as 
to  the  integrity  of  his  principles  ;  that  gentleman  had  pointed  out 
the  defects  of  the  late  bill.  However,  no  inquiry  was  made  into 
the  defers  which  were  then  pointed  out ;  and  now  the  Minifter 
came  forward  ^ith  a  motion  for  leave  to  explain  and  amend  that 
very  bill,  thereby  acknowledging  its  defers.  His  ideas  of  the  bill 
were,  that  it  could  never  be  amended  fo  as  to  become  an  ufefut 
meafure  to  this  country,  and  therefore  he  (hould  beg  leave  to  move 
an  amendment  to  the  motion  of  the  Minifter,  which  was,  that 
inftcad  of  *'  explaining  and  amending  the  bill,"  it  (hould  be 
**  repealed.'*  He  ftiould  do  this,  becaufe  he  thought  the  executioa 
of  the  bill  would  be  impracticable.  The  only  good  circumftancc 
about  this  bill  was,  in  his  opinion,  its  imprad^icability  ;  for,  could 
it  be  carried  into  effcd,  its-provifions  would  be  intolerable ;  it  was, 
as  he  had  alwys  thought  it  to  be,  a  meafure  of  rcquifition.  This, 
he  faid,  when  he  had  the  honour  to  propofe  an  amendment,  which, 
however,  the  wifdom  of  the  Houfe  thought  proper  to  negative. 
The  Minifter  now  faid,  that  this  bill  is  a  meafure  which  will  afFed 
only  thofe  who  have  given  fome  proof  of  their  wealth.  He  believed 
it  would  be  a  bill  that  would  bear  heavily  on  many  perfons  ;  that  it 
would  call  on  perfons  of  all  ages,  and  on  women  and  children,  to 
comply  with  its  provifions,  and  therefore,  from  the  very  nature  of  it, 
would  call  on  a  great  number  of  perfons  to  pay  for  fubftitutes  : 
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now  the  fum  of  money  which  would  be  thus  itquired,  would  be 
very  large.  It  muft  be  obfcrved,  that  there  were  many  who  would 
be  called  upon  to  contribute  to  the  provifions  of  this  bill,  who  had 
not  a  horfc  of  fufHcient  fize  under  this  bill ;  for  none  could  be  taken 
that  were  not  fourteen  hands  and  half:  therefore  thirty- five  pounds 
for  fuch  horfe  was  a  very  moderate  price ;  and  computing  the  matter  ; 
thus,  the  2O9OOO  would  amount  to  y 00, cool ;  but  taking  it 
only  that  1 2,000  of  thcfe  (hould  be  thus  paid  for,  which  appeared 
to  him  to  be  a  moderate  calculation,  in  that  event  the  tax  upon  fuch 
pcrfons  would  amount  to  420,0001.  This  would  have  been  the 
cafe  under  the  laft  bill ;  and,  unlefs  materially  amended,  would  be 
the  cafe  under  the  new  one.  Thefe  obfcrvations,  he  knew  did  not 
apply  to  perfons  poffeffed  of  affluent  fortunes  \  but  the  bill  affeded 
thofe  who  were  far  from  being  in  fuch  a  condition,  and  on  whom  it 
would  be  an  intolerable  burden.  It  was  much  more  fevcre  than 
any  of  the  other  burdens  that  were  yet  impofcd,  great  and  heavy  as 
they  were.  In  (hort,  the  objediions  he  faw  to  this  meafure  were 
fuch  as  to  jqftify  hinvin  the  oppofition  he  gave  to  it ;  and  therefore 
he  moved  an  amendment  to  the  Minifter's  motion,  which  was, 
that  of  leaving  out  the  words  *^  explain  and  amend,'*  and  infert- 
ing  the  word  "  repeal." 

The  qucftion  being  put,  the  Houfe  divided  ;  for  the  amend* 
ment  27,  againftit  168. 

JVedneJday^   \\th  December. 

Mr.  Alderman  COMBE  ftated,  tJiat  he  was  informed  from  re- 
fpedVable  authority,  that  the  new  duties  on  cuftoms  and  excife  were 
cxafted  in  confequence  of  the  refolution  o^  the  Houfe  of  Commons ; 
and  he  wiflied  to  know,  whether  this  proceeding  was  authorized 
from  the  Treafury  before  tl!e  pafling  of  the  bill  ? 

Mr.  ROSE  (aid,  that  no  order  fcnt  from  the  Treafury  had  been 
iflued  authorixing  the  Cuftom-houfe  officers  to  exa6t  the  new  du- 
ties ;  that  they  were  merely  authorized  to  give  a  notice  to  the  mer- 
chants, and  that  it  would  be  for  the  confideration  of  the  Houfe 
•wrhethcr  the  duty  ought  to  attach  from  the  day  of  the  pafling  of  the 
refolution,  or  of  the  pafling  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  LONG  brought  up  fome  papers  from  the  Treafury,  con- 
taining the  coi^refpondence  which  pafled  between  Mr.  Long  and 
Mr.  Boyd  about  the  money  advanced  to  the  Emperor,  together  with 
an  account  of  the  intereft  by  His  Imperial  Majefty  upon  the  loan 
of  four  millions  and  an  half. 

Mr;  FOX*     Notwithftanding  the  importance  of  the  fubjedl  of' 
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*'  Notwitkftanding  eisety  precaBtkm  which  can  be  tAut  te  confioe  Ae 
expences  of  the  difierent  fervices  within  thofe  fiims,  which^  after  confide- 
ration  of  the  eftimate  laid  before  thera^  appear  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons  to 
be  follT  fufficient,  we  learn  from  fatal  experience^  that  this  has  been  found 
to  be  impoffible.  In  all  the  ditferent  fervices,  the  navy,  the  army,  and 
t\tc  ordnance,  there  has  always  been  an  exceeding,  or  debt  contra6ed 
upofi  each,  which  has  been  brought  before  Parliament  in  a  fubfequeot 
f^iBon,  under  the  title  of  navy  debt,  or  of  Extraordinaries  incurred  and 
not  provided  for.  Foifmerly  the$5  exceedings  were  confined  within  forte 
limits,  as  appears  from  the  acconnts  entered  in  the  joumaU  during  the 
war  of  the  foccefiion,  and  even  in  the  war  which  ternnned  in  1748.  In 
what  is  commonly  called  the  German  war,  in  1758,  thefe  fums  firft  be^ 
came  very  large :  but  in  the  late  war  carried  on  in  America,  they  ex- 
ceeded all  bounds.  There  was  a  degree  of  negligence,  or  extravagance, 
or  botb,in  thofe  who  had  the  condudt  of  this  department,  which  tendered 
all  the  yotcs  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  or  bilbfor  appropriating  tb«fep- 
plies,  ridiculous  and  nugatory.  The  fums  demanded  lipon  the  head  of 
extraordinariesof  the  army,  incurred,  and  not  provided  for  during  this 
period,  fell  not  very  much  fliort  of  the  whole  fums  voted  by  Parliamcnr, 
upon  eftimate,  for  that  fervice." 

Sir,  Mr.  Hatfcll  afterwards  proceeds  to  fpeak  of  the  tranfac- 
tions  of  the^  year  1734. 

**  The  general  and  unlimited  power  which  was  ^ven  by  the  Reiblu- 
tion  of  the  $d  of  April,  1734,  to  the  Minifters  to  apply,  out  of  the  aids 
of  the  year,  fuch  fums  as  the  exigency  of  public  affairs  might  require^ 
was*  a  meafere  entirely  fubverfive  of  thofe  rules  and  reftri^iive  forms  of 
parliament,  which  the  Houfe  of  Commons  have  impofed  upon  tbemfelre^ 
in  the  mode  of  granting  fupplies,  and  was  contrary  to  the  practice,  which 
had  been  wifely  eilabliihed  fince  the  Revolution,  ofappropriatingthefup- 
pies  to  the  fervices  for  which  they  had  been  voted.  We  fee,  therefore, 
that  this  proceeding  did  not  pafs  without  much  difficulty  and  debate,  and 
that  foon  after,  another,  and  fo  far  as  it  is  limited,  a  better  mode  was 
adopted,  which,  though  it  gave  the  Minifters  credit  for  the  manner  of 
difpoiine  of  the  money  voted,  confined  that  credit  to  a  precife  and 
fpecial  iom.  This  deviation,  in  times  of  war,  from  the  ufual  form  of 
rarliamenr^  can  only  be  judified  from  the  impoflibility  of  ftating,  in  an 
eftimate,  thofe  demands  which  the  unforefeen  exigencies  of  estenfive  and 
uncertain  operations  may  require ;  it  is  therefore  incumbent  on  the  Houfe 
of  Commons,  not  only  to  make  this  fupply  of  credit  as  fmall  as  poffible, 
but  in  a  febfequent  fcffion  to  inquire  into  the  particular  expenditure  of  the 
Aim  granted,  and  to  be  afifured  that  it  is  ftrimy  applied  to  thofe  purpofes 
for  which  it  was  iitfended,  and  not  fquandered  loofely,  improvidently^ 
wantonly,  or,  perhaps,  corruptly," 

I  am  happy  to  obfcrvc  alfo,  that  fincc  this  paffagc  was  quoted  laft 
year  in  another  Houfe  (by  the  Marqui»  of  Landfdown),  the  book 
has  undergone  a  new  edition,  and  that  the  author,  in  reviewing  and 
irepublifhing  his  valuable  work,  has  fcen  no  reafon  to  alter  his 
dpinion  upon  the  conftitutional  danger  of  granting  large  votes  of 
credit,  and  of  voting  great  fums  under  the  head  of  extraordinaries,. 
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yfhkh  wijl^t  have  been  fre^Hbufly  provided  4br  hy  Parliament. 
Htysng  laid  doyrn^is  prineipley  then,  and  admitted  the  exception, 
I  bope  I  Aiall  not  lad  aoeufed  qF  pQifuing  a^  argument  which  would 
Ofwcate  a$  2n  objje^ion  to  all  extr^rdinarics.  All  I  contend  t$  this ; 
(bat  they  ^re  an  eyU*  but  An  evil  which  may  fomedmes  be  un- 
avoidable, or  in  other  words,  that  they  are  a  mifi^uevpus  exc^ion 
to  (the  principles  of  tlie  Conftitution. 

The  mi»furc  now  before  the  HouCe  involves  two  queftfons  z  in 
the  6r(l  plaoe,  Whetlier  it  w;^  an  exper^ce  fit  to  be  incurred  ?  and, 
iecondly,  Oughjt  it  to  hare  been  incurred  in  the  mo<ie  in  which  it 
•eluaUy  has  been  incurred^  or  to  have  been  previoufly  fubmitted  tp 
the  deoifion  of  Parliament  i  On  the  firft  queftion  I  fhall  not  enter 
into  any. difcuflion.  And,  after  I  have  guarded  the  Houfe  againft 
con(iderir^  it  as  my  opinion,  I  {hallfuppefeon  this  day,  that  it  was 
•n  eijpence  proper  to  be  incurred.  With  this  cm;eaf,  then^  let  it 
be  taken  for  granted,  hr  the  (ake  of  argument,  tliat  it  was  a  wife 
and  prudent  meafure  to  remit  i,2oo,oool.  to  the  Emperor ;  yet 
we  have  ftill  this  important  queflionto  decide — Ought  the  fam  to 
have  been  ifTued  in  the  manner  in  which  it  was  ?  And,  in  the  firft 
]^ace,  it  was  not  an  expence  rdpefling  the  extent  of  which  we  could 
have  been  uncertain.  Had  the  remittance  been  numerous,  and  the 
fcrviccs  for  which  they  were  deftincd  been  of  a  very  complicated 
nature,  it  might  have  been  ^iflicult  to  afcertain  with  precifion  the 
amount  of  the  (um  to  be  granted,  but  there  could  be  no  difficulty 
in  determining  the  fum  which  it  was  proper  for  this  country  to  grant 
cither  to  the  Emperor  or  the  Prince  of  Cond6.  I  would  beg  to  be 
informed  why  after  the  country  had  been  in  the  pr9<^ice,  year  after 
year,  of  maintaining  emigrant  corps,  when  it  was  in  meditation  to 
fend  fupplies  to  the  army  of  the  Prince  of  Conde,  the  intention 
was  not  communicated  to  Parliament ;  or  why  a  precife  eftimate, 
which  might  have  been  very  eafily  formed  of  that  head  of  expence, 
was  not  fubmittcd  to  the  Houfe  along  with  the  other  cftimatcs  for 
the  year  ?  In  the  prcfent  cafe,  to  rank  the  expence  in  the  clafs  of 
extraordinaries,  was  in  good  truth  to  go  the  length  of  rendering  ex- 
traordinaries  abfurd  and  ridiculous,  and  all  the  laws  of  appropria- 
tion mjgat<jry  and  void.  To  apply  the  vote  of  credit  to  defraying 
this  expence,  was  as  (Irange  and  unconftitutional.  When  gentle- 
men are  informed  that  fo  early  as  December,  1 795>  two  hundred 
thoufand  pounds  were  iflfucd  to  lupply  the  army  of  the  Prince  of 
Conde,  upon  what  vote  of  credit  will  they  naturally  fuppofe  the 
money  to  have  been  raifed  i  It  rouft  be  confidered  as  an  unfore- 
fecn  expence,  elfe  it  ou^t  not  to  have  been  placod  to  the  account 
of  the  vot/  of  credit.   From  what  vote  of  credit^  then,  is  it  nature 
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to  fuppofc  that  an  unfbrcfccn  cxpcncc  occurring  in  December, 
1795,  (hould  be  defrayed?     One  would  certainly  fuppofc  from 
the  vote  of  credit  for  1795.     No  fuch  thing.     It  was  defrayed 
from  the  vote  of  credit  for  1796.     What  then  was  the  condud  of 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  ?     In  February,    1796,  he  came 
down  to  the  Houfe,  and  faid,  after  all  the  taxes  which  I  have  levied, 
and  all  the  burdens  which  I  have  impofed  upon  the  country,  and 
gricvoully  the  people  will,  no  doubt,  feel  them  ;  they  arc  not  fuf- 
iicient  to  anfwer  all  the  exigencies  of  the  ftate,  and  I  muft  have 
credit  for  two  millions  and  a  half  more  to  meet  the  occurrences  of 
unforpfeen  fcrviccs,  not,  you  will  obferve,  to  fupply  the  deficiencies 
of  former  eflimatcs,  but  to  be  applied  exprefsly  for  the  purpofe  of 
anfwering  unexpe£led,^but  poflTible  demands.     But  what  does  the 
right  henourable  gentleman  do  J  The  firft  ufe  he  makes  of  the  vote 
of  credit  is  to  pay  a  remittance  of  aoo,oool.  to  the   Prince  of 
Condc's  army  in  December  1796,  and  of  which  Parliament  knew 
nothings     By  way  of  illudration,  I  (hall  fuppofc  that  a  gentleman 
"was  leaving  his  Houfe  in  town  to  go  to  the  country,  or  his  houfe 
in  the  country  to  come  to  town ;  and  that  he  called  his  ftewturd, 
and  gave  him  a  fum  of  jnoney  for  the  purpofe  of  paying  the  fcr- 
vants  their  wages  when  they  became  due,  and  of  paying  the  taxes 
when  they  were  called  for.     The  fteward,  we  (hall  fuppofc,  might 
fay,  Sir,  all  this  is  very  proper,  but  on  an  e(tabli(hment  fo  cxten- 
five  as  ypurs,   many  expences  in  repairs,  charities,  &c.  may  occur 
for  which  I  am  not  provided.     Well,  in  confequencc  of  this  ro- 
prcfentatiori  the  gentleman  gives  him  200I.  or  3C0I  more.     But 
what  would  he  think  of  his  fteward,  if,   inftcad  of  keeping  thi$ 
200I.  or  300I.  in  refcrve  for  unforcfeen  exigencies,  he  applied  the 
fum  to  the  payment  of  debts,  which  he  had  formerly  contradled, 
and  of  which  he  kept  his   mafter  ignorant.      Not  to  ufe  any 
coarfer  language,  he  would  certainly  condder  him  as  a  fteward 
who  was  no  longer  worthy  to  be  truftcd.    The  analogy  holds  good 
in  the  conduct  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman  in  applying  the 
vote  of  credit  for" defraying  e:^pcnces  formerly  incurred,  and  which 
he  kept  fecrct  from  Parliament.     This  is  fomething,  but  it  is  not 
all.  '  There  were  fomc  fufpicious  circumftances.  in  the  time  and 
manner  in  which  the  vote^of  credit  was  applied  for.     My  honour- 
able friend  (Mr.  Grey),  who  apprehended  fomething  incorreft,  I 
remember  well,  was  accufed  of  being  extremely  fufpicious,  though 
his  fufpicious  were  certainly  very  far  from  coming  near  to  the 
reality,  if  they  could  be  called  fufpicious,  which  formerly,  in  Par- 
liamentary language,  would  have  been  termed  a  watchful  jealoufly 
^f  the  condu£t  of  Adminiftration.     It  was  matter  of  furprife  to 
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my  honourable  friend,  as  well  as  to  mjfdf,  diat  application  (hould 
be  made  for  a  vote  of  credit  at  (o  early  a  period  of  the  year  ;  and 
admitting  that  it  could  be  applied  retrofpeflijrely,  it  was  certainly 
not  too  much  to  expedl  that  in  the  difpofition  paper  which  was 
produced  in  April,  fome  account  (hould  have  been  given  of  the  ap-  ^ 
plication  of  a  fum  which  had  aftually  been  employed  to  cover  an 
cxpcnce  incurred  in  the  preceding  year.  No  fuch  account,  how- 
ever, wais  given  in  that  paper.  Now,  Sir,  I  aflc,  what  was  this  but 
a  dircft  fraud  upon  the  public  ?  Suppofing,  for  argument's  fake, 
that  there  was  a  difference  between  the  money  fent  to  the  army  of 
the  Prince  of  Conde  and  the  fums  fent  to  the  Emperor,  (though 
there  certainly  was  no  material  difference,  for  it  (ignified  little  whe- 
ther we  fupplied  an  army  which  the  Houfe  of  Auitria  muli  other- 
wife  have  paid  and  fupported,  or  whether  we  fent  money  to  the 
Houfe  of  Auflria  to  Enable  it  to  pay  and  fupport  that  army).  I 
wifti  gentlemen  to  attend  a  little  to  the  debates  of  lafl  SefTion  of 
Parliament,  and  to  the  fubje6^s  of  public  difcuffion.  They  will 
recoiled  that  there  were  feveral  circumf^ances  connefted  with  the 
loan  which  attradted  attention.     There  is  one  circumftance  which 

• 

it  is  material  to  recoiled)';  the  terms  upon  which  it  was  raifedgave 
occaiion  to  a  good  deal  of  difcuffion,  and  they  were  juftified  upon 
feveral  grounds,  one  of.  which  was,  that  we  were  not  to  Qonfider  it 
merely  as  a  loan  ;  that  a  quantity  of  navy  debt  was  to  be  funded, 
and  that  there  might  be  wanted  a  loan  of  three  millions  for  the 
Emperor.  From  this  I  certainly  inferred,  that  if  a  loan  was  to  be 
given  to  his  Imperial  Majefl}%  that  the  Houfe  of  Commons  would 
be  confulted,  both  refpcding  its  propriety  and  extent ;  that  Minis- 
ters never  would  have  taken  it  upon  them  to  grant  pecuniaiy  fuc- 
cours  to  any  foreign  power,  without  the  confcnt  of  Parliaipent ; 
that  thofe  who  were  averfe  to  the  meafure  would  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  publicly  oppofing  it ;  and  if  it  was  carried,  that  at  lead 
it  would  not  be  adopted  till  it  had  aifumed  a  legal  and  conftitutional 
fhape.  I  lieard  it  alfo  rumoured,  upon  what  I  confidered  to  be 
very  good  authority  at  the  time,  that  there  were  fome  people  con- 
neded  with  the  Bank  who  had  fiated  the  danger  of  fending  fo 
much  fpecie  out  of  the  kingdom  ;  and  that  there  were  many  gen- 
tlemen who  were  acquainted  with  the  financial  flate  of  the  country 
who  would  have  oppofed  fuch  a  flep,  not  upon  political  grounds, 
but  upon  their  knowledge  of  the  (late  of  public  credit.  In  the  courfe 
of  the  fefTion  queOions  were  put  to  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
feveral  times  upon  the  fubjedl.  The  anfwers  were  not  very  decl- 
five,  but  they  led  me  to  conclude,  that  if  the  meafure  was  in  con- 
templationi  the  Houfe  of  Commons  would  certainly  be  confulted 
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upon  it,,  befone  it  was  finally  adoptrd.  PtrltadBB^nt  vts  not  con^ 
iiilted,  and  the  period  arrives  when  we  find  that  moncf  nQmWy 
was  fent  to  Germany.  And  here,  for  the  fake  of  atgumciit>  I 
ftiatl  alfo.  admit  that  it  was  expedient,  that  it  was  wife,  that  it  was 
neceflfary  to  fend  money  to  the  Emperor,  that  it  w^  neceflary  for 
the  falvadon  of  Germany,  and  ttiat  the  falvation  of  Germany^  was 
fieccflaiy  to  that  of  Great  Britain'  This  ncccfltty  then  arofc  dur- 
ing the  rcccfs,  and  if  they  conlidered  it  as  fo  imperioufly  urgent  a» 
not  to  admit  bf  the  delay  of  calling  Parliament  before  the  money 
was  fcnt,  why  did  they  not  aflcmble  Parliament  to  inform  the  pub- 
lic of  what  had  been  done,  and  to  petition  for  a  bill  of  indemnity? 
Perhaps  they  will  fay,  that  that  might  be  done  as  wrll  at  the  ufual 
period  of  the  nweting  of  Parliament ;  that  after  the  money  was 
granted,  it  was  unneccflary  to  aflcmble  them  for  the  puipofe  o^  in- 
f  )rn>ing  them  of  a  meafure  already  adopted  ;  that  when  they  fent 
she  firrt  remittance  they  had  no  idea  of  fending  a  feCond  ',  and  that 
*wl^n  the  fecond  was  fent  they  did  not  conceive  that  a  tliird  would 
be  neccffary  ;  and  fo  on.  Well :  the  27  of  November  arrived, 
when  the  King  had  fummoncd  Parliament  to  meet.  One  would 
have  tlyiught  that,  now  their  own  time  was  come,  they  would  have 
condefcended  fo  far  as  to  communicate  the  fecret.  But  no  fuch 
communication  is  made.  Now,  Sir,  I  aik  how  Miniftcrs,  when 
Parliament  was  fitting,  could  prefume,  clandeftinely,  to  fend  money 
to  the  Emperor  without  either  informing  or  confulting  the  Houfc 
of  Commons  upon  the  fubjedi  ?  I  aflc,  if  there  be  any  poiTibility 
of  anfwering  the  queftion  to  the  fatisfeflion  of  the  Houfo  of  Com- 
mons of  Great  Britain,  if  they  arc  not  refolvcd  tamely  and  pufilla- 
nimoufly  to  furrender  the  mod  facred  and  important  privilege  that 
has  been  conferred  upon  them  by  the  ConAitution  ?  I  truft  that  I 
ihall  not  hear  the  argument  which  was  employed  in  a  former  de- 
bate reflated  on  this  evening  ;  that  fecrecy  was  obfcrvcd  for  the 
purpofe  of  reftoring  the  credit  of  the  country.  This  is  too  fltrnfy 
an  argument  to  impofe  upon  even  the  moft  fuperficial  thinker  ;  to 
what  motive,  then,  is  the  conduA  of  Minifters  to  be  afcribed  ?  I  can 
account  for  it  upon  only  one  of  two  grounds.  The  firft  and  moft 
natural,  I  confcfs,  appears  to  be,  that  it  was  their  intention  to  take 
advantage  of  the  uni  verfal  fatisfadlion  which  was  occafioned  through- 
out the  country  by  the  fuccefles  of  the  Imperial  arms,  to  eftabiifh 
a  precedent  againft  the  Conftitution,  by  difpofif^  of  a  fnm  of  moftxej 
in  an  uncxDnflitutional  mode  upon  a  favourite  pbjed,  and  thus  to 
fet  an  example  to  future  Minifters  to  em)!>1oy  the  pubUc  money  as 
their  judgements  may  dire6^,  or  their  caprices  dictate,  without  cotw 
fultiog  the  wifdom  or  acknowledging  ^e  authority  of  PagrKament. 
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The  Mly  ocher  gmufid  on  whkh  they  can  attempt  to  jaffify  thdr 
cMduS  i«,  that  the  Mf  niftero  of  the  King  are  better  judges  than  iht 
Hoiife  of  Commons  of  the  propriety ,  the  extern,  and  the  period  for 
executing  any  public  meafure !  The  right  honooraibfe  gentleman 
knew  for  certain  whether  it  was  proper  or  improper  to  grant  pecuniaiy 
fuecours  to  the  Emperor  ;  he  knew  the  fpecific  fiim  which  it  Was 
proper  to  fend»  a^d  the  precife  period  for  remitting  it ;  but,  had  the 
Koufc  of  Cotttmorts  been  eorrf'iilted,  they  would  not  have  been  pro- 
per judges  ;  they  woukt  have  been  for  fending  either  too  rtniclr  or 
loo  Kttfe;  for  fending  either  too  haftily  or  too  tardily.     Such  a 
defence,  Sir,  for  I  may  fay  fo  without  incurring  the  inpotation  of 
meaning  to  detraft  from  the  abilities  of  die  right  honourable  gcn- 
tienuin,  inftcad  of  extenuating,  is. an  aggravation  of  the  offence.    I 
afk,  If  a  Britiili  Houfe  of  Commons  will  bear  to  be  told  by  a  Mi- 
nifter,  not  only  that  he  is  a  better  judge  than  they  are  of  the  pre- 
rogatives of  the  Crown,  which  he  did  with  fo  nnich  arrogance  In 
1 7  8  4,  but  that  he  is  the  beft  judge  alfo  of  the  people  ?  If  the  cafe 
was  difficult,   why  did  he  not  come  to  the  Houfe  of  Conwions 
for  inftru<ftion  t  If  the  cafe  was  delicate,  why  did  he  not  depend 
upon  the  wifiiom  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  for  dtredion  ?  If 
Germany  was  to  fee  faved  by  the  money  of  the  people  of  Gneat 
Britain,  why  were  not  the  Hottfe  of  Commons  the  faviours  ?  I  alk 
him,  whether  he  bdieves  that  the  Houfe  of  Commons  would  have 
fanflioned  a  loan  to  the  Emperor,  or  that  they  would  not  ?  If  he 
thought  that  tijcy  w<xrid,  why  did  he  not  apply  to  them?     If  he 
conceived  that  they  would  not,  wYiy  did  he  dare,  not  only  to  ufurp 
their  authority,  but  fo  trample  upon  their  privileges ;  to  difpofc  rf 
the  money  of  the  nation,  not  only  without  the  confcnt,  but  in  dircft 
confradiAion  to  the  wHl  of  Parliament  ?  It  is  pretty  well  known 
that  I  have  no  great  opinion  of  the  public  fpirit  of  the  laft  Parliantenc; 
and  I  do  believe,  that  after  what  they  did  to  extend  the  influence 
of  the  crowns  and  to  infringe  upon  the  liberties  of  the  people  ;  after 
their  pcrfcvering  fupport  of  a  war,  as  difaflrous  in  its  confequcnccsas^ 
it  was  onjuH  in  it»  origin ;  after  their  blmd  and  obftinate  confidence 
in  Miniftere,  by  whom  they  were  deceived  and  mifled,  and  after 
the  grievous  and  hitolcrable  burdens  which  they  impofed  upon  the 
people  ;    I  do  believe,  I  fay,  that  the  influence  of  the  Crown  would 
have  carried  even  this  qucftion.     I  am  pcrfuaded,  however,   if 
would  have  been  attended  with  more  than  ordinary  difficulty,  2nA 
that  Parliament  would  af  lead  haVc  hefitated  beftjte  they  gave  their 
aflent.  But  will  the  right  honourable  gctltlemian  pretend  to  fay,  that 
he  wat  not  aware  during  laft  Parliament,  that  there  would  be  any 
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neceflitf  (oit  the  meafure  ?    I  will  afk  htm,  when  hcconliders  the 
debt  as  having  been  contraf^ed,  whether,  when  the  bills  were  drawn, 
or  when  the  nnoney  was  iiTued  r     If  he  confiders  the  debt  as  con- 
traded  when  the  money  was  ifTued,  the  Emperor  might  have  re- 
ceived it  all,  excepting  about  779000I.   as  foon,  had  Parliament 
been  confulted>  as  he  did  when  the  money  was  fent  without  their 
concurrence.     But>  upon  the  other  fuppofition,  which  is  the  more 
favourable  of  the  two  for  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  that  the 
debt  was  contra6ted  when  the  bills  were  drawn,  and  that  it  was  necef-^ 
lary  that  the  bills  ihould  be  drawn  during  the  rcqefs.  Well,  fays  the 
right  honourable  gentleman,  was  I  to  take  the  fenfe  of  Parliament 
upon  the  payment  of  a  bill  after  permitting  it  to  be  drawn  ?    I  an- 
fwer,  that  he  mud  ftill  take  the  fenfe  of  Parliament,  when  the  quef- 
tion  comes  to  be  put  upon  the  payment  of  the  extraordinaries  of 
the  army  ;  and  that  it  is  then  in  the  power  of  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons, if  not  to  ftop  the  payment  of  that  fpecific  fum  to  the  Emperor 
of  Germany,  to  refufe  to  cover  the  deficiency  which  it  has  occaiioned 
in  the  eftimated  fervice.     One  of  the  bills  I  find  to  have  been  dated 
on  the  aothof  May,  and,  if  I  recoiled  right,  the  Houfe  was  pro- 
rogued on  the  19th.     Now  I  afk,  Did  he  not  forefee,  did  he  not 
know,  on  the  1 9th,  that  this  bill  was  to  be  drawn  on  the  20th  ? 
And  if  he  did,  which  it  was  impoffible  but  he  mud  have  done,  I 
afk,  when  it  was  his  intention  to  fend  money  to  the  Emperor,  why 
he  concealed  it  ?  When  he  found  that  it  would  b&  neceflary  to  call 
upon  the  country  fQL4)ecuniary  aid  to  the  Houfe  of  Auftria,  why 
he  did  not  inform  the  public  of  the  additional  burden  which  they 
would   be  called  upon  to  fudain?     When  he  'was  Compelled  to 
have  recourfe  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons  for  fupport,  why  he  did 
not  afk  that  fupport  in  a  conditutional  maiiner  ?     Suppofing  even 
for  a  moment,  that  the  urgency  of  the  criiis  was  fuch  as  to  render 
it  necefTary  to  draw  the  bills  during  the  recefs,  and  that  Parliament 
could  not  refufe  to  pay  them,   which  is  not  true  (for  that  was  cer- 
tainly in  the  power  of  Parliament),  why  did  he  not  fubmit  tlic 
matter  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons  as  foon  as  they  were  affembled  ? 
It  could  only  have  IcfTcned  the  quantum  of  the  money  fent  to  the 
Emperor,  which  would  have  been  no  harm,  had  they  thought  it 
proper  fo  to  decide,  except  he  was  influenced  by  one  or  other  of  the 
motives  before  dated,  either  from  a  wifh  to  edablifh  a  precedent 
againd  the  Conditution,  or  from  an  idea  that  he  was  a  better  judge 
of  the  extent  of  the  fuccours  that  were  proper  for  this  country  to 
grant  than  the  Houfe  of  Commons.     Without  entering  at  all  into 
the  quedion  of  tlie  propriety  of  granting  thefe  fuccours,  a  difculTion 
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which  I  wifli  on  this  evening  entirely  to  avoid,  I  cannot  help 
making  an  obferv^tion  upon  the  relation  in  which  v^e  (land  to  the 
Houfe  of  Auftria  in  pecuniary  matters. 

In  1795  this  countr}^  guaranteed  a  loan  to  the  Emperor  of  four 
millions  and  a  half.  There  were  many  who  doubted  at  the  time  of 
the  policy  of  the  meafurc ;  and  I  recollcdt  well  of  a  noble  Lord 
urging  in  behalf  of  the  good  faith  of  his  Imperial  Majefty,  that  he 
had  mad^  good  his  firft  payment  of  the  intcreft  due  upon  the  loan. 
I  did  not  confider  it  as  a  very  powerful  argument  at  the  time,  be- 
caufe  I  know  that  the  money  for  the  firft  payment  of  the  intereft 
was  deduced  from  the  capital ;  and  I  (hall  be  ftill  Icfs  furprizcd 
now  to  hear  of  his  Imperial  Majefty's  punfluality  in  paying  the 
intereft  upon  that  loan  after  we  have  remitted  him  i,2oo,oooL 
which  is  thrfe  or  four  times  more  than  any  fum  of  intereft  which 
he  has  to  pay  to  this  country.  I  do  not  ftatc  this  as  a  reafon  why 
Parliament  fhould  withhold  fuccours  from  the  Emperor,  but  I  ftatc 
it  a$  an  additional  reafon  why  Miniftcrs  ftiould  be  cautious  of 
granting  thefe  fuccours  without  the  fandtion  of  Parliament.  I  have 
been  often  accufcd,  Sir,  of  reprefenting  the  Conftitution  as  in  dan- 
ger. Of  thefe  alarms  I  am  willing  to  itake  all  the  fhame,  and  to 
the  crime,  if  it  be  any,  I  readily  plead  guilty.  The  oftener  that 
I  have  thought  upon  the  fubjeft,  and  the  more  experience  I  have  of 
the  condu^  of  Miniftcrs,  the  more  I  am  convinced  that  my 
alarms  are  juft,  and  that  my  apprehenfions  are  well  founded.  Upon 
fome  meafures  which  I  have  conceived  to  be  dangerous  to  the 
Conftitution,  I  allow  that  there  was  room  for  difference  of  opinion. 
The  queftion  now  before  the  Houfe,  however,  is  not  whether  the 
attack  was  greater  or  lefs  than  thofe  which  have  been  formerly  di- 
TctXed  agaipft  the  Conftitution.  It  is  fg  bold  and  fo  daring,  and 
fo  entirely  fubverfive  of  the  letter  of  the  Conftitution,  that  if  ii 
meets  the  fanflion  of  Parliament,  the  queftion  will  be,  not  how  far 
the  Conftitution  M  injured,  but  whether  or  not  we  have  any  Con*- 
ftitution  at  all  ?  It  is  upon  thefe  grounds  that  I  am  induced  to 
bring  forward  the  opinion  rwhich  I  am  about  to  propofe.  When 
it  has  been  thought  necefl*ary  to  add  new  and  extraordinary  powers 
to  the  Crown  ;  to  accumulate  new  defcriptions  of  treafon  ;  to  ip- 
fli£t  cruel,  barbarous,  and  unheard-of  pu^tftments  ;  in  fa6^,  to  in- 
fiitute  fomething  approaching  to  a  military  government,  whether 
theie  innovations  have  been  neccflary  or  not,  I  think  they  are  of 
fucb  a  magnitude  as  to  have  juftified  fome  degree  of  alarm*  But  if^ 
in  addition  to  all  thefe  new  and  extraordinary  circumftances,  there 
i$  to  be  added  a  diredl  attack  upon  the  privilege  of  diis  Houfe,  and 
l>2oo»oooL  is  10  be  dilpoCsd  of  by  the  Minifter^  not  only  in  au|;- 
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mentation  or  cxpcnccs  approved  of  by  Parliament,  but  without  ob- 
taining the  confcnt,  or  fo  much  as  acknowledging  Parliament,  I 
fhould  be  glad  to  know  where  there  is  the  firialleft  fafeguard  of  die 
Conftitution  left,  or  what  fecurity  wc  can  have  againft  the  future 
encroachments,  cither  of  a  Minifter,  or  of  a  Prince,  who  may  be 
difjiOfcd  to  make  them  ?  I  am  furc  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man cannot  twift  any  provifion  in  the  vote  of  credit  bill,  fo  as  to 
afford  him  t^c  fmalleft  pretence  for  making  the  application  of  one 
which  he  has  done,  artd  the  expcnce  can  with  Icfs  propriety  be  in- 
troduced among  the  extraordinaries  of  the  army,  fince  it  might 
have  been  prcvioufly  voted  upon  eftimate.  In  both  cafes,  whether 
the  money  has  been  paid  from  the  vote  of  credit,  or  under  the  head 
of  army  extraordinaries,  the  right  honourable  gentleman  has  been 
equally  culpable  ;  in  the  one  cafe,  he  has  been  guilty  of  a  breach  of 
truft  ;  and  in  both,  he  has  afled  diredly  contrary  to  the  principles  of 
the  Conftitution.  I  move,  Sir,  that  the  aft  founded  on  the  vote  of 
credit  may  be  read.  [The  aft  being  read,  Mr.  Fox  continued.] 
Some  pcrfons  think,  that  in  order  to  repair  the  breach  of  the  Confti- 
tution, a  bill  of  indemnity  ought  to  be  paiTed  :  for  my  own  part,  I 
am  not  of  fuch  an  opinion  ;  I  think  there  is  no  alleviating  circum* 
fiance  in  any  part  of  the  conduft  of  Minifters,  to  entitle  them  to 
fuch  indulgence.  When  the  fubjeft  was  under  difcuflion  on  a 
former  evening,  the  right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Pitt)  inftead 
of  folicidng  pardon,  came  forward  vindicating  his  conduft,  and 
challenging  the  Houfc  if  they  dared  to  find  fault  with  it.  I  think, 
therefore,  that  an  aft  of  indemnity  would  be  improper,  bccaufe  the 
circumftances  have  been  even  a  greater  outrage  upon  the  Conftitu- 
tion (if  a  greater  was  pofllble)  than  the  principle  itfelf.  I  cannot 
conceive  any  proper  mode  of  afting,  if  it  is  not  for  the  Houfe  to  ex- 
prefs  a  plain  intelligible  opinion  upon  the  meafure.  I  know  not 
what  is  their  opinion,  nor  do  I  know  the  opinion  of  the  public  upon 
It ;  but  this  I  do  know,  that  he  muft  be  fanguine  indeed  who  can 
hope  that  the  Conftitution  can  long  furvive  fuch  an  attack,  if  the 
authors  of  it  arc  fuffcrcd  to  pafs  without  any  mark  of  reprehehfion. 
Mr.  Fox  concluded  with  the  following  motion  2 

"  That  His  Majefly's  Minifters  having  authorized  and  direfted, 
*'  at  different  times,  wijthout  the  confcnt,  and  during  the  fitting  of 
^^  Parliament,  the  iflTue  of  various  fums  of  money  for  the  fervice  of 

his  Imperial  Majefty,  and  alfo  for  the  fervice  of  the  army  under 

the  Prince  of  ^Conde,  have  afted  contrary  to  their  duty,  and  to 
^*  the  truft  rcpofcd  in  Acm,  and  have  thereby  violated  theconfiitu- 
*f  tional  privileges  of  this  Houfc.'* 

Mr.  Aldermai)  COMBE^  in  obedience  to  die  inftruftions  of 
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his  cbnfiituentdi  who  had  met  that  day  in  the  Common  Hall  of  the 
city  of  London,  and  had  defined  their  reprefentatives  to  cenfure 
the  condu£t  of  Minifters,  in  giving  away  the  public  money  with- 
out the  content  of  Parliament,  feconded  the  motion.  He  fpoke  of 
^the  refpeAability  of  the  meeting,  and  of  the  pride  he  Ibould  always 
feel  in  obliging  the  voice  of  his  conftituents,  the  Livery  of  London, 
who  almoft  unanimoufly  difapproved  of  the  Minider's  condu6t  on 
the  prefent  occafion.  And  it  was  with  peculiar  fatisfadtion  he  now 
ol^ed  their  voice,  as  his  own  feotiments  entirely  agreed  with  their 
Opnion.  After  what  had  been  advanced  by  his  right  honourable 
friend,  he  would  not  fay^a  word  upon  the  fubjedt  in  a  conftitutional 
point  of  view.  As  the  reprefentative  of  the  firil  ccommerclal  city 
in  the  world,  he  was  well  acquainted  with  the  mifchicf  produced 
by  the  money  fent  to  the  Emperor.  The  difcounting  of  the  bills 
drawn  for  the  purpofe  of  remitting  money  to  the  Imperial  troops, 
haft  fwallowed  up  fu  much  of  the  money  of  the  Bank,  as  to  compel 
that  great  body  to  narrow  their  difcounts,  and  the  Britifh  merchants 
were  made  to  fu(Fer,  that  the  German  troops  might  be  fupplied. 
The  remittances  of  the  allied  armies  on  the  Continent  had,  in  fa£^, 
been  a  great  caufe  of  the  alarming  fcarcity  of  money  lad  year,  and 
ofmoft  of  theembarraflments  which  had  been  experienced  in  the 
commercial  world.  He  next  adverted  to  the  profeflions  which  had 
been  fo  recently  made  by  Members  of  Parliament,  of  love  and 
refped  for  the  Conftitution,  and 'of  rc^gard  and  deference  for  the 
fentiments  of  their  condituents,  which  he  hoped  had  not  already 
evaporated,  a  proof  of  which  he  hoped  that  gentlemen  would  give 
on  the  prefent  evening.  He  profefled  to  be  attached  perfonally  to 
no  num,  nor  to  have  any  prejudice  againd  any  of  the  Members  of 
Adminidration.  He  voted  with  Mr.  Fox,  as  a  friend  no  human 
happtnefs,  which  was  bed  fecured  by  political  liberty  ;  and  this 
evening. he  came  down,  to  ufe  the  phrafe  of  the  right  honourable 
gentleman,  impregnated  with  the  icnfe  of  his  condituents,  which 
was  this  day  fo  fairly  and  decidedly  given  by  the  Con>mpn  Hall. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT.  Upon  a  quedion  fo  momentous  and 
i/nportant  to  mc  as  is  the  prerenr7  a  quedion  relative  to  the  propriety 
*  of  a  tranfa£lion,  in  which  I  have  had,  perhaps,  the  largcd  fliare, 
I.l^ve,  in  the  ^rftindance,  to  requed  from  the  candour  and  judice 
of  thcHoufe,  that  they  will  fufpend  their  decidon  on  the  merits  of 
the  cafe,  till  they  hear  the  whole  of  the  circumdanccs  with  which  it 
Is  cooneSed,  and  that  thev  will  not  allow  thcmfelves  to  lorav  ^ 
judg^^ent  from  any  partial  difcuflioh  or  imperfedt  rcprefentation 
wbich^y  have  hitherto  taken  place.  I  have  to  requed  that,  dif- 
miflingMCvcry  previous  prepofl*cffion,  they  may  now  be  prepared  t« 
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ihvcftigatc  the  true  nature  and  colour  of  the  tranfa£Hon  as  it  (hall 
appear  from  a  view  of  all  the  particular  detaBsi  with  foinc  cf 
\9hich  it  is  jprobable  they  may  not  be  acquainted,  unlefs  they  have 
individually  paid  attention  to  afcert^in  what  are  the  prjnciptesof  die 
Gonftitution  on  this  point,  and  what  arc  the  eftablifhed  precedents 
and  lifage  of  Parliament.  The  qucflion  is  of  a  nature  which  ean 
only  be  decided  by  referring  to  the  true  principles  and  praflice  of 
the  Gonftitution.  Whatever  may  be  the  private  opirtion  of  any 
Member,  or  whatever  inflrud^ions  he  may  have  received  from  h?> 
conftituents,  thofe  alone  can  form  the  proper  grounds  of  decifion. 
In  the  prcfcnt  inftance,  a  full  ftatemcnt  of  all  the  feels,  and  an  ex- 
amination of  former  precedents,  as  they  apply  to  the  principle  of 
the  tranfadlion,  remain  as  yet  to  be  brought  forward  ;  and  v;ithout 
thefc,  it  is  difficult  to  conceive  h©vr  any  gentleman  can  have  formed 
a  fair  ground  of  decifion.  There  is,  perhaps,  not  any  quedion  on 
which  a  Member  ought  to  allow  the  decided  diiSlates  of  his  ow*rr 
confcience  and  judgement  to  be  fujKffcded  by  the  inftruclions  of  hi* 
conftituents ;  Iput  if  there  is  any  cafe  in  which  a  Member  ought  to 
be  particularly  anxious  to  preferve  his  right  of  private  judgement,  it 
is  in  the  prefent  inftance,  with  refpeft  to  a  criminal  charge,  where 
be  has  not  heard  the  defence,  and  where  it  is  impoflible  it  could 
have  been  heard  by  thofe  conftituents  from  whom  he  may  have  re- 
ceived his  inflruflions.  In  replying  to  the  right  honourable  gentlc- 
mtm  on  the  prefent  cccafion,  it  is  no  longer  neccffary  for  me  to  con- 
tend againft  the  admiffion  of  a  principle  which,  on  a  fortncr 
evening,  he  urged  to  its  utmoft  extent.  If  we  compare  the  rigour 
with  which  the  principle  was  then  afferted  with  the  tone  which  is 
now  adopted,  undoubtedly  much  tirt^e  and  wafte  of  argument  art 
now  faved  by  the  conccfTion  ;  nor  is  it  my  wifti,  by  any  unneceffary 
contention,  to  goad  hinr  into  the  aflertion  of  his  former  opinion. 
I  have  only  to  congratulate  myfclf,  that  the  refult  of  his  deliberation 
has  been  more  favourable  w  iih  rcfpeS  to  the  condudt  of  Adroinif- 
tration  in  the  prefent  inftance,  and  I  truft  more  conformable  to  the 
principles  and  practice  of  the  Gonftitution.  The  right  honourable 
gentleman  formerly  afferted,  that  there  was  one  thing  which  admit- 
ted of  no  exception  in  any  inftance-^ the  right  6f  that  Houfe  in 
voting  money  for  the  public  fcrvice.  In  reviewing,  ho'n'ever,  the 
pradice  of  the  Gonftitution,  he  has  found  that  it  has  been  cuftomary 
in  the  moft  approved  times  to  have  recourfe  to  cxtraordinaries,  and 
that  this  proceeding  has  afterwards  been  uniformly  approved  by 
Parliament.  The  maxim  which  he  before  laid  down,  with  rcfpcft 
to  the  right  of  the  Houfe  in  difpofing  of  the  public  monfey,  was 
then  ftatcd  without  any  qualification.     That  ^11  grants  of  utoncy 
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iSo^  the  pnbKc  ftrvice  tnuk  fftdcttd  from  Padiatndit,  is  4in  uhdenU 
able  propolition ;  but  in  point  of  fed,  it  Would  be  impoffiUe  tq  pnv^ 
i^tt  a  war,  to  .encounter  any  emergency,  or  to  provide  fuitably 
fer  Che  public  fervice,  unlefs  cs^raordinaricft  "wisre  allowed.  On 
this  point  I  dcfire  to  quote  the  hlftory  of  the  whole  fucceffion  of 
Udmfniftrations,  from  the  reign  of  King  William  to  the  prefect 
period.  It  will  be  found,  that  in  proportion  to  the  difficulty  of  the 
crifig,  and  the  dangers  with  which  the  countty  was  threatenedirom 
the  ambition  of  France,  it  has  been  found  neceflaiy  to  increafe 
the  rate  of  extraordinaries.  I  reft,  then,  the  juftification  of  the 
praflice  not  on  one  or  two  Solitary  precedents,  but  on  the  uniform 
pr»aice  of  the  government  of  the  country.  The  power  of  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  over  the  public  purfe  is  not  cramped  by  any 
rigid,  arbitrary,  and  unvarying  rules:  it  is  a  power  which  is 
guided  by  a  found 'difcretton,  and  which  admits  in  its  exercife  all 
thefe  modifications  which  are  confiftent  with  a  prudent  and  well- 
related  ufe  of  the  public  mortey.  On  this  point,  then,  I  have  to 
defire  you  not  to  look  to  the  recorded  book  of  the  Conftit%ition,  but 
to  the  unwritten  law  of  Parliament,  to  the  fpirit  and  letter  of  the 
ConHitution,  and  to  the  tenor  and  context  of  the  whole  hiftory  of 
the  country.  I  ftate  this  in  order  ta  (hew  hoy  the  beft  principles  ^ 
of  the  Conftitution,  if  taken  without  the  due  modifications  which 
have  been  introduced  by  the  wifdom  of  time,  and  fanAioned  by  tb^ 
pradiicc  of  the  moft  enlightened  and  virtuous  Adminiilrationsy 
may  be  carried  to  fuch  an  excefs'  as  to  condemn  every  deviation 
which'  may  be  found  indifpenfable  for  the  ordinary  purpofes  of  Go« 
vernment,  and  which  in  particular  fituations  may  not  only  be  ne« 
eeffary  but  laudable.  I  cannot  but  remark,  that  v*hen  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  came  to  (late  his  reafons  for  not  extending 
the  extraordinaries  too  far,  he  enlarged  on  the  topic  with  fo  much 
more  diftin<^nefs  and  force  than  he  had  difcovered  on  any  fonder 
part  of  the  fubjeft,  that  his  objeftions  feemed  altnoft  to  do  awaty 
the  efTc^^  of  the  admifltbn  which  he  had  made  in  the  former  in* 
ftance  vith  rcfpc6l  to  .the  ncccfiTity  of  extraordinaries.  He  re* 
marked,  that  every  inftance  of  extraOrdrnartes  placed  the  Hoiafcii^ 
die^ilemma,  either  of  Tnn6lioning  fuch  iipplication  of  the  public 
money,  or  of  adopting  a  conduft  which  mng|ht  be- attended  with  in- 
juftiCe  to  individuals,  Or  be  Ultinrrately  prejudicial  to  the  ptiblie 
Oredit.  Whatever  might  be  the  effeS  of  the  extiaotdinaries, 
vAnch  were  this  night  the  fubject  of  difcuflion,  Ihey  certainly  were 
not  on  that  foorc  moi^e  liable  to  objeflion  than  other  fpecfes  of  ex- 
traordinaries. LiaWc  to  ftich  reflcflion  undoubtedly  they  were  ; 
but  it  was  matter  of  tt\xcftion  ho\V  £ar,  Jn  foch  an  inAance,  the  rifle         1 
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of  Imputadofi  o^gbt  list  to  be  ovcr-nikd  by  the  more  impericttS 
confideration  6f  tbc  pdblic  (ifetj  i 

Thopis  another  topic^  to  which  it  is  neceffiiry  io  attend.  Since 
the  middle  of  the  prefent  cefkury>  Parliament  have  been  in  the 
habit  of  giving  votes  of  creditj  In  order  to  iheet  any  prefling  emer- 
gency or  unferefeen  expence,  leaving  the  Government  refponliblc 
(or  the  particular  application  of  the  fum  fo  voted.  I  will  not  deny 
that  an  undue  extenfion  of  the  extraordinaries,  or  a  too  frequent  le-^ 
currence  to  votes  of  credit,  ought  as  much  as  puflible  to  be  avoided^ 
and  it  has  been  my  pradice,  in  addition  to  votes  of  credit,  to  bring 
forward,  along  with  the  fervices  of  the  year,  an  eftimate  of  the  ex* 
pencei  which  I  thought  likely  to  be  incurred  ;  but  I  contend  that 
unleff  the  purport  for  which  any  fum  coming  under  this  defcription 
Is  applied  by  Adminiihation,  be  itfelf  unlawful,  there  can  be  n^ 
illegality  attached  to  the  tran£idion.  The  nature  of  a  vote  of  credit 
I  confider  to  be  fuch  as  gives  a  power  to  AdminlAration  to  tpplj 
the  fum  to  any  exigence  that  may  occur,  however  new  in  its  dr- 
cumftances,  or  however  little  it  migfit  be  in  the  contemplation  of 
the  Houfe  at  the  time  when  that  fum  was  voted.  There  is  theit- 
fbrq  no  purpofe  of  public  utility,  there  is  no  cafe  of  prefling  emer- 
gency which  can  pofltbly  occur,  which  does  not  come  (Iridily  within 
.the  letter  and  fpirit  of  a  vote  of  credit,  fubjcA,  however  to  thde 
conditions  and  principles  which  I  (hall  now  flate.  Becaufe  I  af- 
fert  that  there  is  no  queiUon  of  the  illegality  of  the  tfanfadtion,  do 
I  therefore  affirm  that  there  is  no  refponfibility  on  the  part  of  Mt- 
liifters,  that  there  is  no  conftitutional  duty  which  they  owe  to  the 
country,  that  there  is  no  deference  to  be  paid  to  the  wifdom  of  Parr 
Uament  ?  Pam  too  well  acquainted  with  the  nature  of  the  fituation 
in  which  I  ftand,  and  too  fenfible  of  the  obligations  which  I  owe 
to  the  public,  ever  to  have  adopted  fuch  language,  or  to  have  enter* 
tained  fuch  feeling.  I  am  well  aware  that  every  diibribution  of 
public  money  adopted  by  Minifiers  is  a  matter  of  legal  difcuflion, 
fubjed  to  the  reviiion  and  the  controul  of  Parliament,  and  that 
their  vi^ance  in  refpedling  fuch  didribution  becomes  even  more 
neceflaiy  in  proportion  to  the  extent  of  the  fum,  and  the  emergency 
of  the  crifis.  I  have  only  to  requeft,  that  in  difcufling  the  propriety 
of  the  diftribution,  Parliannent  will  not  forget  that  emergency  which 
rendered  the  meafure  neceflary.  But  I  do  not  mean  to  Aop  with 
merely  vindicating  the  propriety  and  expediency  of  the  meafure  ;  I 
will  admit  that  if  at  the  time  tliat  the  vote  of  credit  was  demanded, 
Minifters  forefaw  any  fource  of  important  and  permanent  expcnce 
whid^-'was  likely  foon  to  occur,  and  which  ooaU  admit  to  be  pre- 
cifcly  dated  and  publicly  divulged'  without  unf  danger  to  the  iiv- 
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tereft  of  the  community,  they  ought  net  to  delay  in  making, the 
communication.  Undoubtedly  Minifters  were  fubjedt  to  a  QxiA 
refponfibility  in  the  di(hribution  of  public  money,  and  were  bound 
to  ad  with  a  found  difcredon.  They  were  bound  to  confider  how 
far  they  might  fafely  communicate  the  obje£l  of  eacpixycCf  to  appre- 
ciate the  rifk  to  be  incurred,  to  confult  for  the  beA  intereft  of  the 
public,  and  to  decide  how  far  die  advantage  likely  to  be  atchievcd 
was  adequate  to  the  facrifice  which  muft  neceflarily  be  niade  on  the 
part  of  the  country.  If  in  the  prefent  inftance  Minifters  have 
departed  from  thofe  principles,  if  they  have  loft  fight  of  any  of 
thofe  objedls,  which  if  it  be  the  cafe,  I  can  at  leaft  afBrm,  has  not 
been  fo  willingly,  but  from  an  error  of  judgement,  they  muft  ftill 
remain  fubjedt  to  the  ccnfure  of  the  Houfe.  Whatever  has  been 
the  utility  and  importance  of  the  fervice  atchieved,  and  however 
irrefiftible  the  impreilion  upon  their  own  minds  which  didlated  the 
meafure  they  adopted,  they  arc  certainly  entitled  to  ccnfure,  if  they 
have  in  any  refpedt  deviated  from  the  line  of  found  difcretbn.  The 
right  honourable  gentleman  has  thought  proper  to  refervc  his  opinion 
widi  refped  to  the  meafure ;  but  declared  that  (of  the  &ke  of  aigu- 
ment,  he  would  admit  it  to  be  ufeful.  He  aflferted  that  whether 
ufeful  or  not,  the  force  of  his  argutnent  to  expofe  the  mifohievous 
tendency  of  the  principle  would  not  at  all  b^  weakened.  He  ad- 
mitted that  extraordinaries  were  matter  of  indifpenfable  ncceflity, 
and  yet  was  at  fo  much  pains  to  point  out  the  danger  of  the  prac-* 
tice,  as  almoft  to  do  away  the  efledt  of  his  admiflion.  1  certainly 
confider  every  expence  incurred  without  the  authority  of  Parliament, 
as  in  fome  refpe6t  objectionable ;  if  the  fupply  required  amounts 
to  a  large  fum,  if  it  is  wanted  for  a  peculiar  fervice  likely  to  be 
permanent,  and  which  may  bear  fafely  to  be  divulged,  it  ou^  un- 
queftion^bly  in  the  firft  inftance  to  be  fubmitted  to  the  fandton  and 
approbadon  of  Parliament.  But  if  the  neceflity  of  the  fupply  is 
increafed  by  the  difficulty  of  the  circumftanees  under  which  it  muft 
be  granted ;  if  to  divulge  the  objed  would  be  attended  with  danger ; 
and  either  the  leaft  eligible  mode  of  granting  the  money  muft  be 
adopted,  or  the  fervice  itfelf  relinquilhed  ;  is  it  fair  to  put  the 
utility  and  importance  of  the  operations  achieved  under  thofe  cir- 
cumftanees altogether  out  of  the  queftton  ^  With  refped  to  the 
fums  granted  to  the  Emperor,  one  thing  is  evident^,  that  the  mea- 
fure which  has  been  adopted  has  fucceeded,  which,  if  attempted  in 
any  other  way,  might  in  all  probability  have  failed  of  its  obje(3. 
I  aik  gentlemen,  what  are  their  own  feelings  in  the  prefent  mo- 
ment with  refped  to  the  fituation  of  the  country  in  the  prefent  con- 
teft }  and  what  are  their  profped  to  the  accompliftiment  of  peace 
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cn  terms  ccDfiftint  wkb  the  honour  and.  ia^oft  of  Gccat  Britain  ? 
And  I  leqqeft  them  to  look  b^ck  to  the  mpntlis  of  July  and  Augufl^ 
when  the  French  were  purfuing  their  triumphant  career  with  ap 
impetuosity  which  feomcd  to  defy  all  oppofition,  and  to  threaten 
the  general  fubjugation  of  Europe,  If  they  look  to  tlie  circum- 
(laiices  of  that  period,  how  different  mud  have  been  the  profpe<3c 
which  they  then  entertained  from  thofe  which  we  may  now  indulge, 
in  the  improved  date  of  the  affairs  of  our  allies.  Let  them  con- 
template the  flow,  firmy  meafured  and  magnanimous  retreat  of  the 
'  gallant  Auftrian  army,  and  the  confequences  which  followed  from 
a  retreat  only  calculated  to  enfure  the  fuccefs  of  their  future  opera- 
tions. Will  they  then  afk  tbemfelves,  dry  as  the  queftion  may  be, 
when  fo  animated  a  fubjedt  is  prefented  to  the  mind,  how  far  the 
aiTurancc  of  the  aid  which  this  country  was  difpofed  to  grant,  may 
have  invigorated  the  fpirit  of  a  country  making  its  utmod  efforts  to 
refld  an  invading  foe,  how,  hr  it  may  have  given  confidence  t9 
their  refources,  and  enabled  them  to  profecute  that  line  of  operations 
which  has  been  attended  with  fuch  diftinguifhed  fuccefs  ?  With 
thcfe  confiderations  in  his  view,  is  there  any  man  who  can  regard 
as  a  matter  of  confequence,  whether  the  expence  of  900,000!.  or 
1 ,2oo,oool.  has  been  incurred  to  the  country  P  Is  diere  any  man 
who  can  qucftion  the  propriety  of  the  fum  allotted  for  the  obje6V, 
and  would  be  willing,  for  the  fake  of  fo  paltry  a  faving,  to  give  up 
our  (hare  in  promoting  a  fervice,  wliich  has  terminated  fo  honour- 
ably for  the  charadcr  of  our  allies,  and  \o  beneficially  for  the  ge- 
neral inicrefts  of  Europe  ?  Who  would  not  rejoice  that  he  wa$ 
admitted  into  partnerfhip  £;>  illuf^rious,  and  accompan';d  with  fuch 
brilliant  fuccefs  ? 

*« ^ Me  creditc  Lcsbon, 

••  Me  Tcncdon,  Chryfenquc,  &  Cyllan  ApoUinis  urbes. 

El  Scyron  cepiffc.     Mea  concuffa  putate 

ProcubuiiTe  folo  Lyrneiia  moenia  dcxtra." 

We  have  befides  to  confidcr,  that  whatever  in  this  inflancc  has 
been  given,  has  only  been  lent  to  a  power  whom  we  have  no  reafoA 
to  diftrud.  Even  if  a  fum  had  been  given  to  a  much  larger  amount, 
it  would  furcly  have  been  amply  repaid  by  the  fuccefs  which  has  at- 
tended the  exertions  of  our  allies,  and  the  important  advantages 
which  have  been  gained  to  the  common  caufe.  In  the  couric  of 
difcuiTion  00  this  fubjedl,.  frequent  mention  has  been  made  of  the 
opinion  cf  the  public.  The  public  are  not  fo  dead  or  fo  iidienfible 
as  cither  to  leignorantof  the  advantages  which  have  been  obtained, 
w  ungrateful  towards  thofe  to  whofe  gallant  exertions  tlicy  arc  in* 
4€t>tc(f  on  the  prefenc  occafion.     There,  is  not  a  man,  even  the 
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meanefi  individual  in  the  country,  who  will  not  fisel  himfelf  more 
than  repaid  for  the  fmall  quota  which  he  will  be  required  to  bring 
forward  in  aid  of  the  public  fervice,  by  the  important  benefits  which 
have  been  fecured  to  the  general  intercA  of  Europe,  l^ere  is  not, 
I  will  venture  to  fay,  an  £ngli(hman  who  does  not  feel  the  moft 
ardent  fympathy  with  the  magnanimity,  the  refources,  the  fpirit  and 
perfeverance  which  have  b^n  difplayed  by  Auftria  in  her  recent 
exertions,  and  who  docs  not  rejoice  that  the  contributions  of  Eng- 
land have  been  brought  forward  in  aid  of  operations  which  have 
'been  equally  marked  by  their  gallantry  and  fuccefs.  It  never  was 
in  my  contemplation^  under  the  fandlion  of  a  vote  of  credit,  to  ad- 
vance for  a  particular  object  all  the  fums  voted  for  the  fcrvice  of  the 
year.  At  the  very  period  that  the  vote  of  credit  was  brought  for- 
ward, a  referve  was  cxprefsly  made  for  a  loan  to  the  Emperor  to  a 
much  greater  amount  than  the  whole  of  the  vote  of  credit.  What 
is  the  inference  from  this  circumftance,  but  that  His  Majefty's  Mi- 
nifters  were  deeply  imprcflfed  with  the  propriety  of  making  laige  ad- 
vances to  AuAria,  to  enable  it  to  fupport  the  operatiQns  neceflary 
for  the  common  caufe  i  With  what  other  view  could  it  be  fup- 
pofed  that  Government  would  propofe  a  loan  which  could  only  tend 
to  embarrafs  their  other  operations  of  finance  r  When  the  vote 
of  credit  was  brought  forwai^^,  they  faw  all  the  importance  of  the 
obje6t,  and  thought  proper  to  announce  their  intention  to  bring  it 
forward  in  a  diftih£l  (hape.  From  the  peculiar  circumftances  of 
the  time,  the  particular  period  at  which  it  might  be  eligible  to  bring 
it  forward  appeared  then  to  be  doubtful.  Some  doubt  arofe  fronv 
the  negociations  which  were  then  going  on  between  His  Majefly 
and  his  ally,  the  Emperor,  with  refpeft  to  terms.  Much  hefita- 
tion  was  alfo  felt  from  the  extraordinary  drain  of  i^ioney  which  had 
already  taken  place,  and  which  had  occafioned  in  confequence  a 
circulating  medium.  It  was  fuppofed  that  it  would  be  fome  time 
before  the  influx  of  trade  would  be  fuch  as  to  fupply  the  deficiency, 
and  afford  a  fuitable  accommodation  to  thbfe  interefted  in  the  va- ' 
nous  details  of  that  extenfive  commerce  conduced  in  this  country. 
It  was,  therefore,  doubted  how  far  a  loan  to  the  Emperor,  under' 
thofe  circumftances,  would  in  the  firf^  inftance  be  pradicable ;  and 
in  the  fccond  infknce,  how  far  it  would  be  prudent  and  fafe.  With 
j-efpedl  to  the  credit  of  the  country,  I  was  fanguine  enough  to  hope 
that  it  would  be  reftored  to  its  proper  channel  in  fufficient  time  to 
allow  me  to  bring  forward  a  vote  for  a  feparatc  loan  to  the  Emperor. 
Under  that  opinion  I  took  (leps  to  authorise  feme  temporary  ad^ 
vancea  to  be  made  for  the  fervice  of  the  Auftrian  troops  ;  I  was 
difappointed  in  my  view  of  public  credit  teli^  bropgbt  back  to  that 
Vol.  I.  3  C  ^ 
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fituation  lit  which  it  Would  have  been  prodcnt  to  have  propofcd  the 
iheafure  of  a  feparate  loan  to  the  Emperor.  The  campaign  was 
on  the  point  of  opening,  and  could  not  wait  cither  for  a  more  defi- 
nitive arrangement  of  terms,  or  for  a  more  fevourable  turn  in  the 
profpc<fh  of  this  country.  In  order  to  give  efficacy  to  any  aid  that 
might  be  granted,  it  was  neceifary  it  (hould  be  immediate.  Parlia- 
ment was  drawitig  towards  its  conclufion,  and  it  was  impoflfible  then 
to  bring  forward  the  difcuflion  of  a  loan  to  the  Emperor.  All 
thofe  who  now  argue  againft  this  meafure,  at  tliat  time  contended 
that  a  public  loan  to  the  Emperor  was  impoffible.  Will  they  now 
tdll  me  that  a  priviate  remittance  was  impoffible  ?  The  one  has 
taken  place,  and  has  been  found  to  be  ptodudliveof  the  happiell 
effeifts.  The  other  has  not  been  tried,  bccaufe  Mihifters  adopted 
the  conviiSion  then  avowed  by  thofe  honourable  gentlemen,  that, 
under  the  particular  circumftanccs  of  the  cafe,  the  meafure  wis  im* 
pbflible.  In  the  mean  time  the  (ituation  of  the  country,  in  a  pccu- 
rtiary  point  of  view,  has  undoubtedly  become  more  favourable.  I 
am  now  enaMed  to  ftate  the  opinion  of  thofe  who  were  in  the  firft 
ihfiance  moft  advert  to  a  public  loan,  and  who  now  feel  that  the 
prefent  mode  of  granting  aid  to  our  ally,  has  not  only  reduced  die 
inconveniehce  of  fuch  a  meafure,  but  has  not  in  the  fmalkfl:  degree 
deprived  the  country  of  any  advantage  that  could  have  been  cxpcfled 
to  flow  from  the  increafe  of  its  trade  and  its  general  (ituation ;  it 
has  not  prevented  that  (ituation  from  having  been  gready  improved 
by  the  events  which  have  fincc  taken  place.  At  the  meeting  o£ 
die  prefent  Parliament,  thofe  with  whom  I  was  in  the  habits  of 
confidential  intercouffe,  will  be  enabled  to  (tare  to  the  Houfe,  that  I 
looked  with  the  utmoft  anxiety  to  the  period  when  I  fliould  be  ena- 
bled to  make  to  die  Houfe  the  communication  of  every  ftep  that 
had  taken  place  in  the  bufinefs.  Yet  in  all  this  the  right  honour** 
able  gentleman  fees  nothing  but  a  deliberate  intention  to  violate  the 
rights  of  Parliament.  He  can  perceive  no  fymptom  of  a  wilh  to 
(kve  Germany  and  Great  Britain  from  the  imminent  dangers  with 
which  thcfy  were  threatened.  He  thinks  that  we  have  only  availed 
ourfelves  of  the  opportunity  to  conceal  our  attempt  agaihft  the  Con- 
(titution  under  the  cover  of  the  glory  of  the  Au(lrian  arms  ;  but  I 
mu(i  remind  him  that  this  refolution  to  fupport  the  arms  of  our 
allies  was  taken  at  no  moment  of  brilliant  fuccefs;  that  it  was  in- 
flucnced'^by  no  delufive  phantom  of  military  glory  ;  it  was  taken  at 
a  moment  when  the  profpccVs  of  this  country  and  our  allies  were 
the  mofk  difcouraging;  In  adopting  this  refolution  at  fuch  a  mo^ 
nient  Minifters  gave  a  pledge  of  their  (tncere  attachment  to  the 
country,  and  of  their  firm  determination  to  ftipport  its  beft  inteitfts. 

ey  were  not  ignorant  of  the  confequcnces  of  their  condudl^  til 

i  ' 
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fb^  rifle  of  chofe  meafures  th^  adopted,  and  the  refponlibility  which 
atuched  to  themfclves  from  the  event.  In  that  fituadon  they  were 
called  upon  to  decide  ;  and  both  the  teftimony  of  their  former  op* 
ponents  and  of  monied  moi  might  be  brought  to  prove,  that  they 
had  adopted  that  line  of  conduct  which  was  moft  fafe  and  prudent 
for  the  country.  In  point  of  reafoning  it  might  appear,  chat  there 
wa$  no  obvious  difference  between  a  loan  in  one  way  to  a  flated 
amount,  and  a  regular  vote  in  a  Committee  of  Supply.  But,  in 
the  laft  inftance,  what  mufl  have  happened  t  All  the  circumAancds 
of  the  cafe  muft,  in  confequence,  have  come  under  the  confidera- 
tion,  and  a  fuitaUe  provilion  have  been  made.  To  make  up  the 
fum  to  the  extent  of  the  exigency,  it  might  have  been  neceflary  to 
make  it. up  beyond  the  prefent  2d>ility  of  the  country.  If,  on  the 
other  hand,  it  wa»  determined  to  grant  to  the  leaft  amount  of  what 
appeared  to  be  required  by  the  occaiion,  what  would  this  have  been 
but  to  confeis  to  Europe,  and,  above  all,  toconfefs  to  our  enemy,  the 
great  difficulties  -under  which  you  laboured,  and  to  (hew  that  by 
the  cmbarraifments  of  your  ow^  fituation  you  were  compelled  to 
ftint  the  acknowledged  wants  of  your  ally  r  Such  a  conduA,  while 
it  tended  to  difpirit  and  weaken  your  allies,  muft  at  the  fame  time 
have  given  additional  vigour  to  the  operations  of  your  enemies,  and 
have  induced  them  to  perfevere  in  a  conteft  in  which  they  mi^t 
ultimately  hope  ibr  fuccefs  from  the  exliaufled  ftate  of  your  re- 
fources.  Strong  as  thefe  conliderations  are,^they  are  not  the  ftrong^^ 
which  may  be  urged  on  the  prefent  occafion,  in  juftification  of  the 
conduct  of  Minifters.^  Yog  undoubtedly  perform  a  faithful  and 
valuable  dut}',  when'  you  grant  to  your  ally  an  afliflance  at  once 
proportioned  to  the  extent  of  his  emergency,  and  the  neceflky  of 
your  own  fituation.  But  how  is  this  degree  of  affiflance  to  be  ap- 
preciated, or  how  is  it  to  be  granted  fo  as  to  render  it  fully  eflica* 
cious  to  your  ally,  with  the  lead  poiTible  facrifice  to  your  own  iii- 
terefl  i  When  you  >vcigh  your  own  neceflity  in  one  fcale  and  his  in 
another,  you  are  not  furely  to  watch  the  beam  from  mouth  to 
mouth,  till  the  fcale  is  transferred  to  his  hands.  Had  this  meafure 
been  adopted  in  the  fhape  and  mode  which  has  been  fuggefted,  the 
cbjcA  would  have  been  defeated.  Are  Government,  then,  to  be 
reproached  with  having  preferred  their  own  judgement  to  that  of 
Parliament  i  They  faw  a  mode  of  conveying  that  aififfaince  with 
efFedl  which,  if  attempted  in  another  way,  might  have  been  doubt- 
iful  in  its  operation,  and  they  adopted  it  with  fuccefs.  The  options 
on  which  they  were  called  to  determine,  and  which  in  die  prefent 
inffaince,  are  fubmitted  to  die  dociiion  of  the  Houfe,  were  thefe  x 
**  Ought  you  to  yield  to  the  pxe^ure  of  temporary  difficulty,  and 
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f  abandon,  your  ally  at  a  moment  when  fuch  a  ftep  may  be  ded- 
f<  five  of  his  fate  ?  Ought  you,  on  the  other  hand,  completely  to 
^'  pledge  yourfelves  to  grant  a  pecuniary  aflTiAance  which,  in  the 
**  firfi  inftancc,  may  be  attended  with  coniiderable  inconvenience, 
'^  and  the  influence  of  which,  on  the  future  courfe  of  events,  you 
**  are  unable  to  afcertain  ?"  A  deci&m  having  be^n  adopted  by 
Minifters  to  make  fome  temporary  advances,  thefupplies  tiiat  have 
fubfequently  taken  place  have  been  granted  on  the  fame  principle. 
The  utmoft  emphafis  has  been  laid  by  the  opponents  of  this,  meafurc 
on  the  enumeration  of  the  different  fums  advanced,  according  to  the 
date  in  which  they  appear  in  the  account  of  extraordtnaries.  But 
can  there  be  a  man  fo  fuperficially  acquainted  with  the  nature  of 
fuch  a  tranfadKon,  as  to  fuppofe  that  this  enumeration  of  dates  has 
any  thing  to  do  with  refped  to  the  extent  of  the  aflilhnce  afforded 
to  Auftria  ?  Was  it  to  be  fuppofed  that  the  condu6t  of  Auftria,  no(- 
withflanding  the  ftorm  that  menaced  deflrudion  to  Europe,  in  fub- 
duing  adverfity  and  retrieving  profperity,  was  nor  fuch  as  ought  to 
demand  an  efficacious  and  continued  fupport  from  this  country  ? 
Could'^it  be  (uppofed  that  the  principle,  when  once  adopted,  would 
not  be  aded  upon,  fo  far  a$  it  united  two  objedls  the  fYK)(l  important 
—the  pecuniary  fccurity  of  EngUnd  and  the  fafcty  of  the  terrkories 
of  Auftria?  Our  cohdu£(,  then,  in  granting  thefe  fupns,  is  not  to 
be  traced  to  0(5lober  or  November,  it  is  to  be  traced  back  to  the 
period  of  difficulty  and  danger ;  nor  is  any  inference  to  be  drawn 
from  the  circumftance  of  dates,  that  we  preferred  our  own  judgement 
to  that  of  Parliament.     Our  determination  was  fori^ned  at  a  time 

•  ■  ^  '  - 

when  it  was  impoffible  that  the  fenfe  of  Parliament  could  be  pro- 
perly taken,  or  that  the  fubje6l  could  be  fafely  brought  forward.  It 
has  been  (aid,  that  we  ought  to  have  afked  the  opinion  of  Parliament 
.  with  refpedi  to  each  fum  that  was  feparately  advanced.  I  leave  to 
the  Houfc  to  deterininc,  whether  in  this  way  it  would  have  been 
poflible  to  have  formed  a  fair  judgement,  either  with  rcfpe<5t  to  the 
afllflance  necelTary  to  be  granted,  or  the  advantages  to  be  derived 
from  our  co-operation.  But  how  have  we  aded  ?  So  long  as  the 
meafure  was  doubtful  we  kept  the  refponfibility  to  ourfelves.  We 
afforded  a  pledge  of- our  attachment  to  the  country,  by  incurrii^  all 
the  rifk  of  a  meafure  which,  though  dictated  by  the  fincereft  regard 
fbr  its  interefl,  was  at  the  fame  time  uncertain  in  its  iffue.  We 
waited  for  the  proper  period  till  we  could  (late  the  meafure  in  its 
full  extent  to  the  Houfc,  the  nature  of  the  fervices  to  which  it  has 
been  applied,  and  the  effeds  which  it  has  produced.  It  will  remain 
for  the  Houfe,  judging  of  fo  material  a  part  of  national  expenditure, 
And  ilill  more  eiTential  in  the  view  of  national  policy,  to  decide 
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with  refpefi  to  our  conduA.  But  I  (hould  do  inju(Hce  to  this  fob- 
je&f  if  I  did  not  put  the  Houfe  in  mind  of  the  pra^ice  of  our  an- 
oeftors  in  former  cafes  of  a  (imflar  nature,  and  enable  them  to  com- 
pare the  condu6l  adopted  on  theprefentoccaiion  with  the  edabliibed 
principles  and  praAiceof  the  Conftitution. 

I  have  heard  it  afierted,  that  applying  tlie  vote  of  credit  for 

foreign  troops  is  unpfeccdcntcd  ;  but,  Sir,  I  can  with  fafety  ftate, 

that  fincc  the  time  of  the  Revolution  to  the  prefent  moment,,  net 

only  cxtraordinaries,  but  votes  of  credit  continually  occur  in  a 

limilar  manner.     Such  was  the  cafe  in  the  beginning  of  the  reign 

of  King  William.     I  requcft  the  right  honourable  gentleman  will 

take  the  trouble  of  turning  to  the  Journals  in  1 7  o  i .    He  will  6nd 

in  that  year,  amongft  the  article  of  extraordinaries,  the  intereft  of 

the  money  borrowed  by  His  Majefty  for  the  pay  of  foreign  troops. 

He  will  find  that  nu>ney  was  provided  for,  which  had  been  granted 

during  the  recefs  of  PaHtament  to  foreign  troops,  and  even  to  the 

Swedifli  fuccours  which  "^  King  William  had  borrowed.     If  the 

ri^t  honourable  gentleman  ^ill  be  at  the  pains  of  profecuting  IAb 

fearch,  he  will  find,  in  the  reign  of  Qtieen  Anne,  extraordinaries 

of  die  fame  nature ;  and  that  at  a  period  as  highly  favourable  to 

conftitutional  principles  as  any  other  period  in  our  hidory/  He  will 

find  in  the  years  1704  and  1705,  fubfidies  and  extraordinary  ex- 

penccs  for  foreign  troops  which  had  not  been  previoufly  provided  for 

by  Parliament.     In  the  year  17'© 6  a  precedent  fo  very  remarkable 

occurred,  that  I  will  defire  it  to  be  read  in  thecourfeof  the  debate. 

There  was  laid  before  the  Houfe  an  account  of  three  feparate  Aims, 

a  remittance  to  the  Duke  of  Savoy,  a  loan  to  the  Emperor  of 

Germany,  and  a  fubfidy  to  the  LandgntVe  of  Hefic.     There  was 

alfo  the  ftriking  feature  in  the  rranfadion,  that  the  fubfidy  to  the 

Emperor  was  not  granted  from  the  prcffure  of  any  immediate  ne- 

ceflity  during  a  recefs,  but  was  fent  before  the  end  of  a  feifion, 

and  not  brought  forward  till  the  cnfuing  fefiion ;  the  journals  aflbrded 

no  light  with  refpe£^  to  any  debate  which  had^  taken  place  on  the 

occafion  ;  but  it  appeared  that  fome  difcuffion  had  arifen  on  the 

f ubje£t ;  for  the  grant  of  the  different  fums  had  not  only  been  made 

good,  but  a  fpecific  refolution  had  paflfed  the  Houfe,  that  the  fums 

which  had  been  irKurred  had  been  applied  for  the  benefit  of  the 

Emperor,  the  prefervation  of  the  Duke  of  Savoy,  and  the  intereft 

and  glory  of  Europe.     Again,  Sir,  we  meet  with  precedents  of  a 

nature  equally  cogent,  recorded  on  the  journals  of  the  Commons  in 

1706,  1707,  and  1712  ;  and  I  dare  fay  many  other  inftaiKcs 

may  be  found,  particularly  the  exceedings  paid  to  the  Duke  of' 

Savoy  in  the  year  1 7 1 8,  during  the  reign  of  George  the  Firft. 
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A  general  vote  was  then  pafled,  to  enable  His  MajclW  to  make 
fuch  augmentation  of  his  forces,  and  to  take  fi;ich  tnM)p$  \tit6  his 
pay,  and  to  empower  him  to  pay  for  them  accordingly/  as  the  ge- 
neral exigency  of  pi^blic  aflfairs  might  appear  to  htm  ti>  require. 
If  fuch,  then,  had  been  the  nature  of  die  vote  of  credit,  at  the 
period  I  allude  to,  and  if  it  has  continued  ever  (incc  the  fame,  I 
truft,  Sir,  it  does  not  call  for  peculiar  exeftions  to  prove  to  the 
fatisiad^ionof  the  Houfe,  that  thejneafurenow  under  confideration 
is  ftridly  conformable  to  the  pnidice  followed  by  GovcmnKnt^  and 
fah^tioned  by  the  refolutions  of  the  Houfe  of  Commcns.  Wtth 
rcfpeA  to  the  vote  of  credit  which  paffed  in  1 7 1 8,  and  which  ena- 
bled His  Majefty  to  take  fuch  troops  into  faia  fcrvice  and  pay  them, 
according  to  the  general  exigency  of  affairs,  it  follows,  that  His 
Majefly  was  authorized  by  that  vote  to  employ  and  pay  feivign- 
troops,  as  well  as  the  forces  of  the  country.  It  was  ftaccd  gene- 
rally, and  the  term  foreign  was  con&quently  comprehended  in  that 
Ihitement.  Again,  in  the  year  1734,  a  general  vote  of  credit 
pafied  this  Houfe,  to  enable  the  Government  to  apply  fums  of 
money  to  fuch  meafures  as  the  exigencies  df  afiairs  mi^t  require. 
There  is  another  precedent  which  bears  a  lingular  analogy  to  the 
prefent  queftion,  and  the  prefent  time,  if  we  cpniider  the  manner  in 
which  the  fubje<5l  is  now  brought  forward.  In  174a,  a  marked 
iiTue  was  made  of  a  fum  of  money  to  the  Commander  of  the  Im- 
perial army,  for  the  exprefs  purpofe  of  putting  his  forces  in  motion 
•—this  meafure  took  place  during  the  adminifiration  of  Mr.  Pel- 
bam,  of  whofe  integrity  and  attachment  to  the  Conftttutaon  no 
doubt  can  be  entertained,  and  under  whbfe  wife  and  prudent  ma* 
nagennent  this  country  enjoyed  a  ftate  of  profperity  unexampled  in 
former  periods.  Upon  that  occaiion,  a  meafure  (imilar  to  what  has 
been  propofed  this  night  was  brought  forward  in  the  Houfe.  It 
was  moved  that  the  advancing  money  upon  fuch  an  occaiion  was  ai 
mifapplication  of  the  public  treafure,  and  fubverfive  of  the  princi- 
ples of  the  Conftitution.  This  motion  was  got  rid  of  by  the  pre- 
vious queftion  ;  on  the  ground,  that  if  the  aid  bad  been  denied 
upon  that  occafion,  it  would  have  been  injurious  to  the  fuccefs  of  the 
Auftrian  troops.  The  vote  of  cenfure  againft  the  Minifier  was' 
then  amended  by  a  refolution  to  leave  out  the  cenfur^,  and  to  fub- 
ftitute,  that  thefe  advances  had  been  neceflary  to  put  the  Aufhian 
troops  Into  motion,  and  that  the  meafure  was  of  great  importance 
and  benefit  to  the  common  caufe.  When  we  compare  this  prece- 
dent with  the  queftion  now  before  the  Houfe,  and  fee  the  clofc  re- 
femblancc  there  is  between  the  one  and  the  other,  I  truft  no  gentle- 
man will  hefitate  in  being  of  opinion,  that  ^^  ground  of  charge 
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now  bitMight  fbrwani  Qgaihft  me,  is  nodiing  more  than  what  has 
bocn  the  approved  pradice  of  the  Britilh  Government  even  in  the 
•beft  period  of  its  hiftoiy.  Such  as  I  have  now  dated  was  the  con- 
dud  of  our  ance(brs  on  oocafions  (imilar  to  the  prefent>  and  fuch 
their  view  with  refpedl  to  the  policy  which  oi^ht  to  be  adopted  bjr 
Adminiilration.  When  they  compare  the  period  of  1742  with 
the  crifisof  1796^  it  will  remain  for  the  Houfe  to  determine  what, 
decifion  they  ought  to  form  in  the  prefent  inftance.  I  will  now 
call  to  gentlemen's  recolledion,  tranfa<Sli(»is  that  have  happened 
nearer  to  our  own  times.  Pradices  of  this  kind  were  adopted  in 
the  kft  war ;  and  in  the  year  1787,  amidft  all  the  heat  of  con<- 
tending  patties,  the  advances  made  by  Government  for  the  prefer- 
vation  of  Holland,  were  unanimoufly  approved  by  the  Houfe. 
Perhaps  I  may  not  be  permitted  to  date  thofe  proceedings  which 
met  the  approbation  of  the  lad  Parliament ;  for  thofe  gentlemen 
who  are  in  the  condant  habit  of  oppofing  the  meafures  of  Govern*- 
ment,  and  who  have  lately  ufed  as  little  ceremony  towards  the 
memory  of  that  Parliament,  as  they  have  to  the  chara^r  of  His 
Majedy's  Miniders,  will  not  admit  of  any  thing  as  a  precedent 
which  might  have  been  adopted  by  them.  It  will,  however^  be 
judged  by  poderity,  how  far  that  Parliament  did  violate  the  rights 
of  the  Pec^e,  or  the  liberties  of  the  Conditution.  The  vigilanc 
minority  which  framed  a  part  of  that  Parliament,  fuffercd  extraor* 
dinaries  to  be  voted  without  any  oppofition.  The  treaties  of  fub- 
lidy  to  the  King  of,  Sardinia  and  the  Landgrave  of  Hede  Caflel,  as 
they  were  concluded  jud  before  "the  end  of  a  fedion,  and  not  made 
good  till  the  cnfuing  fcflion,  dood  in  precifely  the  fame  predica- 
xhent  with  the  fums  granted  to  the  Emperor.  ,  I  mud  now  put  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  in  mi^d  of  a  tranfadion  which  is  not 
far  removed  from  the  prefent  day.  In  the  year  17959  a  loan  of 
4,500,000!.  was  guaranteed  to  the  Emperor  by  this  Houfe.  It 
will  not  be  forgotten,  that  the  flrd  intimation  of  that  loan  was  no* 
tided  to  this  Houfe  in  February,  1 795  ;  in  confideration  of  which, 
his  Imperial  Majedy  was  to  keep  an  army  of  200,000  men  in 
a^al  fervice.  In  His  Majedy's  medage  to  this  Houfe  on  that 
ftibjed,  it  Was  dated  that  there  were  to  be  included  in  that^  loan 
fuch  certain  advances  made  in  the  Autumn  before  to  the  Audrian 
army»  the  particular  amount  of  which  was  not  dated ;  and  the 
Houfe  returned  an  anfwer>  that  the  loan  was  advifable  ;  but  the 
loan  was  not  made  till  May.  In  one  interval,  nothing  was  (aid  of 
advances,  only  the  right  honourable  gentleman  made  a  motion  for 
a  dfttement  of  the  particular  fums,  the  account  of  which  was  now 
on  the  CaUe.     This  (hswed  that  the  attention  of  the  Houfe  was 
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diawn  by  Mu  Fox  to  the  tranfadiony  which  was  escadly  of  the  fame 
kind  as  the  prefcnt :  250,000!.  were  advanced  in  February,  and 
300,000!.  in  May,  and  were  made  good  of  this!oan.  Thoi^ 
die  policy  of  malting  the  !oan  was  debated,  and  contefted  violently, 
and  nothing  omitted  that  could  embarrafs  Government,  not  a  word 
was  faid  of  the  advances  before  the  loan,  tliough  the  right  lionour- 
able  gentleman  could  not  then  be  fo  ignorant  of  the  principle  of 
the  Conftitution,  which  he  now  enforced,  as  to  preclude  delibera- 
tion upon  it.  In  tlie  repeated  difcuflion,  which  then  took  place  on 
the  fubjed,  in  no  indance  was  the  mcafure  attacked  on  the  fcore  of 
its  unconftitutional  tendency.  All  the  objedtions  were  urged  to 
the  propriety  and  eimedienc}'  of  the  meafure,  and  fo  far  tlie  princi- 
ple feemed  to  have  their  acquiefcence  and  teAimony  in  its  favour. 
If  fuch  be  the  cafe,  faid  the  Chancellor  of  the  Excheiquer,  I  a(k,  on 
what  principles  of  juftice  a  criminal  chaige  can  now  be  broi^ht 
againft  me,  for  merely  having  followed  the  uniform  tenor  of  poece- 
dent,  and  the  eflabliihed  line  of  pradice  ?  By  what  -interpreta- 
tion of  a  candid  and  libera!  mind  can  I  be  judged  guilty  of  an  at- 
tempt wantonly  to  violate  the  Coaftitution  ?  I  appeal  to  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  himfelf,  who  is  not  the  laft  to  contend  for 
the  delicacy  which  ought  to  be  ufed  in  imputing  criminal  motives  to 
any  individual,  and  to  urge  in  ,the  (Irongeft  terms,  the  attention 
which  "Ought  to  be  (hewn  to  the  candid  and  imprtial  adminiftration 
of  juftice.  In  what  country  do  we  live  r  and  by  what  principles 
are  we  to  be  tried  ?  by  the  maxims  of  natural  juftice  and  conftitu- 
tiona!  !aw«  or  by^what  new  code  of  fome  revolutionary  tribunal  ? 
Not  longer  than  a  year  and  a  half  lince  the  fame  principle  was 
adopted,  and  fuffercd  to  pafs  without  any  animadverlion  \  and  now> 
at  a  crifis  of  ten-fold  importance,  and  where  the  meafure  has  nor 
out-run  the  exercife  of  a  found  difcretion,  it  is  made  the  founda- 
tion  of  a  criminal  charge.  We  are  accufed  with  a  dtre£^  and 
wanton  attack  upon  the  Conftitution.  It  i^  not  fuppofed  that,  we 
have  been  actuated  by  any  but  the  blacked  and  mod  malignant 
motives.  We  are  not  allowed  the  credit  of  having  felt  any  zeal 
for  the  intered  of  our  countrVi  nor  of  thofe  advantage  which  the 
meafure  has  produced  to  the  common  caufe.  There  is  another 
part  of  this  meafure,  on  which  I  think  it  neceflary  to  make  an 
obfervation  or  two :  The  army  of  the  Prince  of  Conde,  which  lias 
been  alluded  to,  has  been  undcrdood  as  ading  in  concert  with  the 
Emperor  for  the  defence  of  Germany.  It  is  faid,  that  the  fums 
advanced  for  the  army  ought  to  be  the  fubje£t  of  an  edimate  before* 
hand«  I  believe,  as  far  as  I  can  recoiled  the  traniadion,  that 
there  never  was  any  permanent  eiigagemcnt  made  on  the  part  of 
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Great  Britain  for  the  maintenance  of  that  corps,  which  had  always 
been  fubjed  to  variation  as  to  the  fuccours  that  have  at  different 
times  been  fent  to  them  ;  and  this  was  done  on  the  ground,  that 
if  the  fcrvices  of  the  corps  (faould  not  be  required,  they  were  not  to 
be  ufed  at  all,  or  maintained  by  this  country.  I  fhall  '^next  fay  a 
few  words  on  the  fubjedt  of  the  payment  of  the  dividends  due  upon 
the  Aufh-ian  loan.  It  is  obvious,  that  if  the  Emperor  has  applied 
to  us  for  frefli  fuccours,  and  we  have  given  them,  we  by  the  fame 
2A  render  him  better  able  to^  pay  the  intereft  of  the  loan.  But  if 
we  were  to  fend  hint  fums  for  the  profccuticn  of  the  war,  and  he 
again  to  fend  fums  to  this  country  for  the  payment  of  intereft,  thert 
would,  in  that  cafe,  be  a  double  remittance,  and  the  difficulties 
muft  be  thereby  increafed.  It  was  more  eafy,  therefore,  to  account 
for  this  intereft  by  the  money  which  was  to  be  fumiflied  ;  and  thus 
the  general  balance  of  the  account  was  efFeded. 

I  have  now  weighed  the  whole  merits  of  the  tranfadion  beforf 
the  Houfe,  and  with  them  I  am  well  content  to  leave  the  decifion. 
While  we  claim  a  fair  conftrudion  of  the  principles  and  intentions 
which  have  guided  our  condu£t,  if  it  (hall  appear  that  it  has  in 
the  fmalleft  inftance  deviated  from  any  conftitutional  principle,  we 
muft  fubmit  to  the  confequence,  whatever  be  the  cenfure  or  puniih- 
ment.  It  is  our  duty,  according  to  the  beft  of  our  judgement,  to 
confult  for  the  intereft  of  the  country :  it  is  your  (acred  and  peculiar 
truft  to  preferve  inviolate  the  principles  of  the  Conftitution.  } 
throw  myfelf  upon  your  juftice,  prepared  in  every  cafe  to  fubmit  to 
your  decifion  ;  but  with  confiderable  confidence,  that  I  (hall  expe« 
ricnce  your  approbation.  If  I  (hould  be  difappointed,  I  will  not 
fay  that  the  difappointment  will  not  be  heavy,  and  the  mortificatioa 
fevere ;  but  at  any  r^te  it  will  be  to  me  matter  of  confolation,  th|it 
I  have  nor,  from  any  appreheniion  of  perfonal  confequences,  neg-^ 
levied  to  purfue  that  Une  of  condu6^,  which  I  conceived  to  be 
c(rential  to  the  interefts  of  the  country  and  of  Europe.  But  whii^ 
I  bow  with  the  moft  perfed  fubmiiTion  to  the  determination  of  the 
Houfe,  I  cannot  but  remark  on  the  extraordinary  language  which 
has  been  ufed  on  this  queftion.  Minifters  have  been  broadly  ac* 
cufcd  with  a  wanton  and  a  malignant  deGre  to  vblate  the  Conffitu- 
tion ;  it  has  been  ftated  that  no  other  motive  could  polfibly  have 
aduated  their  conduct.  If  a  chai^ge  of  fuch  malignant  intention 
had  been  brought  againft  men,  who  have  affirmed  the  prefent  war  to 
be  neither  juft  nor  neceifary,  and  who  on  that  ground  cannot  be  fup* 
pofed  friendly  to  its  fuccefs,  who  have  extolled,  nay*  even  exulted 
in  the  prodigies  of  French  valour ;  who  have  cxclaitned  againft  th« 
inj^ftice  of  bringing  to  trial  pcrfons  who  had  aiTociated  to  overawe 
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the  LegiflaitUFe ;  who  were  antiods  to  expofe'  and  ag^vate  everjr 
defeA  of  the  Conilitution  ;  to  reprobate  every  meafure  adopted  for 
its  prefervatioi\;  and  to  obflm^t  every  proceeding  of  the  Executive 
Government  to  enfure  the  fuccefs  of  our  eonteft  in  which  we  are 
engaged  in  common  with  our  allies :  I  ixf^  if  fuch  a  charge  of  de- 
liberate and  deep-rooted  malignity  were  brought  againft  periods  of 
this  defpription,  I  ifaould  conceive  diat  even  then  the  rules  of  can- 
did and  charitable  interpretation  would  induce  us  to  hefitate  in  ad- 
mitting its  reality,  much  more  when  it  is  brought  againft  indi- 
vidualsy  whofe  oondu£l,  I  truft,  has  exhibited  the  reverie  of  the 
piAure  I  have  now  drawn.  I  appeal  to  the  juftice  of  the  Houie ; 
I  rely  on  their  candour  ;  but,  to  gentlemen  who  can  fuppofe  Mi- 
nifters  capabliC  of  thofe  motives  which  have  been  imputed  to  them 
on  diis  occafion,  it  mud  be  c^vident  that  I  can  defire  to  make  no 
fuch  appeal.     ^ 

'  Mr.  BRAGGE  went  over  the^  fame  ground  of  argument  and 
precedents  which  had  been  adopted  by  the  Chancellor  pf  the  Ex- 
chequer.    He  iaid,  that  with  regard  to  the  confidence  which  was 
'  placed  in  the  Minifters  of  the  Oown/  and  fo  mud)  and  (o  fre- 
quently declaimed  againd  in  that  Houfe,  it  was  ri^l  to  diftingulih 
between  it  znA  that  fort  of  individual  confidence,  to  which  fome  of 
the  anisnaxlverfions  might,  on  many  occafions,  more  juftly  apply. 
The  confidence  repofed  in  the  executive  fcrvants  of  Government, 
was  of  a  public  and  conAitutional  nature,  to  be  exerctfed  for  the 
benefit  of  the  Public,  and  for  the  ufc  or  abufe  of  which,  they  were 
refponiible  to  that  Houfe.     This  confidence  was  far  from  being 
unknawn^in  the  genqral  adnrvimftration  of  Government ;  for  furely- 
Miniiitera  night  with  as  good,  if  not  much  better  reaibn,  be  t^Fufied 
wichttve  cfii^x)£dof  this  vote  of  credit,  fubjeS  afterwards  to  the  Te- 
vi$pa  and  approbation  of   Parliament,    than   the  fecret-fervice 
money ;  far-  no  account  whatever  could  be  demanded  of  themk 
PuHiamBnt,  in  p^ii^  that  vot^,  was  fenfible  that  the  public  fervico 
would  be  liable  to  exigencies  which  could  not  at  that  moment  be 
foreGsen,  ^i\d  the  moiiey  was  made  generally  applicable  to  any  exi- 
gencies which  might  artfe.    The  fituation  of  our  principal  and  truly 
faithlu}  ally  pnxiuced  that  exigency ;  the  ftate  of  public  credit  re- 
qutsed,  tiiat  the  mode  in  which  aflfiftance  was  conveyed  to  him 
ikould  not  be  generally  canvaffed  or  publicly  knoWn,  and  thofe 
combined  circamftances  brought  on  the  ntetffity  which  fully  jufti- 
fied  due  Minifter  in  the  meaftires  he  fo  iiicce&fully,  and,  in  his 
nund,  meritorioufly  adopted.     This  neoeflity,  however,  was  ftig- 
raatized  by  the  opponents  of  dte  Minifter  as  the  tyrant's  plea ; 
whercaa  tyrantSi  in  fad^'feldom  oondefcended  to  ufe  any  plea  at  alL 


Thfift>  Oideedi  were  only  em(»loy«d  by  fhe  Mihille!%  of  a  free 
people^  fsntrufled  y^ith  adminiftering  their  afikirs  to  the  beft  ad- 
vantaige^  and  to  the  utfno(l  of  their  abilities^  fubjedt  t6  be  called 
afterwards  to  account  for  their  condu^l,  whatever  it  tnight  be*-  Sb 
placedi  and  being  neceflarily  invefted  wi(h  a  confidemble  portiortaf 
difcretionj  it  was  their  bufinefe  to  look  knore  t6  the  fpirit^  than  the 
letter  of  their  powers  \  for  many  things  would  require,  in  thfc  pn>» 
grefs  of  events,  to  be  aded  upon  more  liberally  than  may^  perhaps, 
be  warranted  by  a  rigorous  conftfuiftion  of  the  letter  of  any  pqblic 
tnftructton  to  which  diforetibn  was  anne^ed.^^  He  aiked  the  gentle- 
men of  Oppofition,  whether  they  would  be  content  to  have  diis 
money  that  had  been  fent  to  the  Emperor  redored  to  the  Treafury» 
and  would  rather  fee  the  French  marching  up  to  Vienna  ?  Upon 
the  whole,  his  opinion  was,  that  the  conduct  of  the  MiniAer,  fo 
£lr  from  meriting  cenfure,  wds  highly  deferving  of  the  gratitude  ^of 
the  nation  ;  but  at  the  fame  time  he  was  deftrous  that  the  proceed- 
ings didited  by  neceflity>  (hould  not  be  drawn  into  precedent  in  fti- 
iurc,  nptwithftanding  the  aufpicious  confcquences  with  which  it  was 
now  attended.  He  would  with  this  view  propofe  a  refolutidn  to 
the  Houfe,  the  obje£t  of  which  would  be  to  guards  on  the  one  hand, 
the  privileges  of  the  Houfe  ;  and  on  the  other,  to  pay  a  due^refpeA 
to  the  fervices  performed  by  MinifterSy  wh£>m  he  could  not  help  ad- 
miring for  their  magnanimity  and  fervices  to  their  country.  He 
would,  therefore,  move,  as  an  amendment  to  the  motion  made  by  the 
right  honourable  gentleman,  to  leave  out  from  the  firft  ivord 
*'  That,"  and  to  infcrt,  "  the  rtieafure  of  advancing  the  feveral 
**  fums  of  money,  which  appear  from  the  accounts  prefented  to  the 
**  Hbitfe  in  this  fcffion  of  Parliament,  to  have  been  iffued  for  the 
"  fervice  of  the  Empctor,  though  not  to  be  drawn  into  precedent, 
*^  but  upon  occalions  of  fpccial  necefljty,  was,  under  the  peculiar 
"  circumftanccs  of  the  cafe,  a  juftifiable  and  proper  cMcrcife  of  the 
**  difcretion  veiled  in  His  MajcOy's  Minifters  by  the  vote  of  credk, 
^'  and  calculafed  to  produce  confcquences,  which  have  proved 
'*  highly  advantageous  to  the  common  caufe,  and  to  the  general  in- 
"  tereftaof  Europe." 

Mr.  THORNTON  faid,  an  honourable  gentleman  had  al- 
luded to  the  condud)  of  the  Bank.  They,  upon  a  view  of  the  exift- 
if^  eircumftancesy  dated,  that  a  loan  to  the  Emperor  at  that,  period 
wotdd  be  attended  with  Unple^iant  circumftanccs.  Large  payments 
had  been  made  to  the  army,  and  they  thought  it  their  duty  to  de- 
clarei  that  cmtil  the  country  had  retrieved  itfelf,  they  were  unani- 
nionOy  of  opinion  that  the  loan  to  the  Emperor  could  not  be  ad- 
▼ansed*     Upon  this  laft  k>aii  of  eighteen  nUUions^  ho  had  the  evi- 

3  D  2 


3SS  fARLIAMEKTARY  [CoMifcmi. 

ilence  of  Mr.  Morgan  in  ftating,  there  was  no  oonfideiation  for  tbe 
Imperial  loan.  In  regard  to  the  ftatement  of  the  honourable  gen- 
denuin  (Mr.  Combe),  refpcdting  difcounts,  he  could  controvert  what 
he  had  ftated,  for  the  laft  year  the  Bank  difcounted  very  largely  ; 
with  regard  to  the  prefent  queftion,  he  at  firft  felt  fome  difficulty, 
whether  a  bill  of  indemnity  would  not  be  proper,  but  he  was  now 
convinced  that  the  meafure  did  not  fiand  in  need  of  fuch  jufiifi- 
Cation. 

Mr.  Alderman  COMBE  explained. 

Mr.  Alderman  LUSHINGTON  declared,  that  he  (hould  not 
have  rifen,  but  particular  circumftances  called  upon  him  for  a  few 
temarks.  It  was  true  that  there  had  been  a  meeting  of  his  con- 
iHtuents  that  day,  as  was  dated  by  his  colleague,  and  a  large  ma- 
jority of  that  Common  Hall  had  refolvcd'  to  give  their  infhruSions 
to  fupport  a  motion  for  cenfuring  the  Miniilers.  For  his  part  he 
thought  it  neceflfary  to  obferve,  that  not  one  (ixth  part  of  the  Livery- 
men of  London  were  prefent  at  that  meeting ;  and  he  believed  it 
would  appear  from  recent  in(hinces,  that  the  authority  of  a  Common 
Hall  in  the  city  would  be  foon  fuperfeded  if  an  appeal  (hould  be 
made  to  the  Livery  at  large.  He  did  declare  that  day  to  his  con- 
ftituents,  that  he  would  not  be  directed  by  any  authority  in  his  vote ; 
but  give  his  verdidt  when  he  (hould  hear  the  whole  of  the  caufe, 
according  to  his  own  judgement ;  for  he  could  never  confcnt  to  re- 
ceive inihudions  to  pronounce  a  vcrdift,  in  a  criminal  cafe,  before* 
he  had  heard  the  defence.  It  was  faid  that  the  Conftitution  had 
been  violated ;  the  papers  on  the  table  would  prove  the  contrary. 
That  money  was  advanced  was  admitted  ;  but  revert  to  the  vote 
of  credit  for  a  juftification.  Coniidering  the  terms  upon  which 
that  fum  of  2,500,000!.  was  granted  to  His  Majeify  for  the  exi- 
gency of  the  country,  he  was  clearly  of  opinion  that  it  had  been  fo 
applied.  Look  at  the  conneflion  between  Great  Britain  and  his 
Imperial  Majefly  :  there  was  an  unity  of  connexion  and  interefts 
fo  clofely  blended,  that  whatever  affeded  the  one,  had  an  equal  in- 
fluence upor>  the  .other ;  the  one  could  not  feel  diftrefs  without  the 
other  fufFering  a  (hare.  He  would  refer  to  the  Houfe,  and  alfo  to 
tiie  country  at  large,  what  were  their  fenfations  at  the  rapid  pro- 
grcfs  of  the  French  arms,  and  what  were  their  feelings  at  the  ef- 
fcdlual  check  which  they  had  experienced  from  Auftrian  valour « 
when  that  circumftance  was  viewed,  and  the  fum  balanced  againft 
it ;  the  one,  compared  with  the  efFed  it  produced,  was  trifling,  and 
infignificant  indeed.  It  was  truly  trifling  when  compared  with  the 
magnitude  of  the  war :  a  war  not  of  conqoeft,  not  begun  for  the 
acguifition  of  territory,  or  the  hope  of  plunder^  but  carried  on  for 
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»Ae  independence  of  Britain,  the  fccurity  of  our  Conflitution,  and 
the  pTOtedion  of  the  property  of  every  individual.  He  thoug^e 
llhat  none  could  for  a  moment  befitate  to  contribute  a  fm^ll  part  of 
his  income  to  aid  the  exertions  which  were  employed  in  fuch  si 
cafe.  ReTpe^ing  the  exportation  of  fpecie^  he  admitted  that  it  had 
certain  confequenceSy  which  for  a  time  were  difagreeable.  The 
roafs  of  property  increafed  in  a  great  proportion,  and  the  ctrculatii^ 
medium  ought  to  increafe  in  an  equal  ratio ;  but  it  did  not  increafe 
in  equal  ncceffary  proportion  ;  withdrawing  any  part  was  acaufe  of 
temporary  embarraifment.  In  times  of  difficulty  he  thought  the 
hands  of  Government  ought  to  be  firengthened,  and  in  this  inftance 
]ie  was  at  firft  inclined  to  chink  a  bill  of  indemnity  would  be  pro- 
per, but  he  had  fince  heard  enough  to  convince  him  that  it  was  not 
ncdeffary. 

Mr.  Alderman  CURTIS  faid,  he  had  been  that  day  at  the 
Common  Hall,  where,  upon  a  (how  of  hands,  a  majority  appeared 
in  favour  of  the  refolution  to  cenfure  the  Minifter  beforehand. 
Previous  to  the  meeting  he  knew  that  fuch  would  be  the  refult ; 
nor  did  he  confider  it  as  a  regular  expreflion  of  the  fcntiments  of  the 
Livery  of  London.  He  told  his  conftituents  that  he  could  not» 
under  fuch  circumftances,  promife  to  abide  by  their  inftni6tions  ; 
but  would  attentively  confider  all  that  Ihould  be  advanced  on  both 
fides,  and  a£t  as  his  judgement  (hould  dired. 

Mr.  Alderman  ANDERSON  faid,  there  were  about  one- tenth 
of  the  Livery  of  London  aficmbled,  and  it  was  his  fortune  to  dif- 
fer from  his  conftituents  ;  when  they  were  aflcmbled,  an  honour- 
able gentlemati  (Mr.  William  Smith),  who  ufually  fat  under  the 
gallery,  made  a  flaming  fpeech  to  them,  and  thay  immediately  gave 
the  inArudions  as  flated  by  his  colleague  ;  he  told  them  he  would 
not  vote  as  they  required-  to  cenfure  Miniders  till  he  heard  their 
defence.  With  this  he  was  fully  fatisiied,  and  therefore  he  fup- 
ported  the  amendment. 

Mr.  J.  NICHOLLS  was  aware  he  (hould  pleafe  neither  fide 
of  the  Houfe,  for  he  confidrred  the  motion  as  propofing  too  much, 
and  the  amendment  too  little.  He  animadverted  on  the  impnK 
priety  of  fending  money  in  the  manner  that  had  been  done  to  the 
Imperial  Court.  He  blamed  the  meafure  in  difcuflion,  from  the 
inconvenience  to  whiph  the  country  was  expofed  by  too  fuddeh  a 
diminution  of  the  circulating  coin.  He  obferved,  that  the  current 
coin  had  of  late  very  alarmingly  dimirufhed.  During  the  lad  two 
years,  there  had  been  a  defalcatbn  of  at  leafl  two  millions.  The 
lofs  upon  the  coinage  was  5  per  cant,  and  the  gain  on  melting 
not  lefs.     By  this  means  diere  accrued  a  double  lofs  (  and  in  tfade 
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ckcumtbfices  His  Majefty^s  Mtnifiers  (hould  have  been  partial 
larly  careful  not  to  export,  unlefs  from  abfolute  neccflity,  a  hags 
fum  out  of  the  country.  It  was  neceffary  that  there  (hould  be 
a  certain  proportion  between  the  coin  and  the  paper  in  circuladoli. 
He  (hould  think  himfelf  criminal  if  he  voted  an  unlimited  power 
to  Miniflers  to  remit  money  to  foreign  powers  ;  but  he  could  not 
accede  to  the  propolition  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr* 
Fox)  on  that  fide  of  the  Houfe.  He  thought  it  improper  to  be 
urged  during  the  pending  negociation,  as  it  might  alienate  the  Em- 
peror  from  the  common  caufe,  by  making  it  appear  that  the  Britifli 
Parliament  had  cenfured  the  MiniAer  forgiving  him  ajd..Tbou^ 
he  could  not  agree  to  the  original  propofitite^  bethought  the  Con- 
ftitution  fhould  be  ptotc&ed,  by  an  exprefa  declaration  on  this  point. 
No  Minifter  fhould  have  power  to  fend  money  out  of  the  countij^ 
without  the  previous  confent  of  Parliament.  This  important  fa£t 
fhould  he  fettled,  but  by  what  means  he  was  not  prepared  to  lay. 
Pcri)aps  a  bill  of  indemnity  founded  too  harflily  in  Minifters'  ears* 
A  declarafiiry  law,  or  any  thing  nx>re  palatable,  might  be.  paffed. 
He  wilhed  Mr.  Fox  would  withdraw  his  motion,  and  yet  it  was 
iteceflary  that  fome  proceeding  fhould  take  place  to  prevent  the 
eftabiiikment  of  bad  precedents. 

Colonel  WOOD.— Mr.  Speaker,  at  this  late  hout,  however 
unwilling  I  may  be,  Sir,  to  trefpafs  upon  the  indulgertoe  of  tiiis 
Houfe,  yet  when  I  refled  that  the  fubjed^  at  prefent  before  us,  not 
merely  involves  in  its  coniideration  the  profperity  and  fafoty  of  this 
kir^dom,  ,but  the  prefervation  of  its  liberties  and  confiitucbn,  I 
fhould  not  think  that  I  had  flri^ily  done  my  duty  as  a  Member  of 
Parliament  were  I  not  briefly  to  fubmit  to  the  Houfe  thofe  rcafens 
which  induce  me  to  vote  for  and  fupport  the  amendment. 

Were  any  Minifter  to  be  fo  far  wanting  in  his  duty  to  his 
countr)',  fo  very  fbigetful  of  that  refpedt  which  he  owes  to  this 
Houfe,  as,  widiout  any  previous  fandtion  of  Parliament,  to  di^afe 
of  the  public  money  for  the  purpofe  of  fublidifing  foreign  ftates,  I 
moft  pcrfe^Iy  agree  in  (he  principles  laid  down  by  the  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman  who  has  brought  forward  the  prefent  motion^ 
that  no  cenfure  in  the  power  of  this  Houfe  to  tfl^x}fc  would  be  an 
adequate  punifliment  for  fuch  a  crime.  The  queftion  wiiicb, 
therefore,  will  be  for  us  to  determine  is,  whedicr  or  not  Parlia- 
ment ever  granted  to  His  Maje<iy*s  Miniilers  smy  diree^,  or  even 
implied  powers,  under  which  they  can  juftify  their  conduA  in  giv- 
ing a  temporary  aid  to  the  Emperor  ;  and  if  fb,  how  far  that  power 
had  been  exercifed  for  the  honour  and  for  die  advantage  of  this 
coontcy*     It   is  certaih  that  Parliament  vcfed  a  credit  of  twa 
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millions  five  hundred  thottfand  pounds  for  the  general  fbrviccs  of  the 
coami7>  and  without  zpy  fpecific  appropriation  of  any  part  of  this 
fum,  for  any  particular  fervice.     The  nature  of  fuch  a  credit  feems 
to  imply,  in  my  conception  of  the  interpretation  and  real  meaning 
of  words,  a  difcretionary  power  to  make  ufe  of  fuch  money  towards 
fuch  extraordinary  and  unlooked-for  fervices,  for  which  Pariiament 
had  not  provided,  trufting  to  the  future  rcfponfibility  of  Minifteis, 
that  it  lipould  be  difpofed  of  in  fuch  manner  as  might  be  moft  bene-* 
fidal  to  the  nation.     For  my  own  part.  Sir,  I  am  free  to  confcis, 
that  in  acceding  to  this  vote  of  crcdir,  I  had  it  not  at  that  time  in 
contemplation  that  any  part  of  this  credit  would  be  required  for  the 
afllflance  of  the  Emperor  ;  and  J  believe,  that  (0  hr  from  being 
fingular  in  this  opinion,  moft  gentlemen,  as  well  as  myfelf,  had 
expedations  that  his  Imperial  Mayefty  might  have  been  enabled  to 
have  defended  his  dominions,  and  to  have  repelled  the  attacks  of 
the  enemy,  without  any  pecuniary  aid  &om  England.     If,  how« 
ever.  Sir,  from  the  difaflrotis  events  at  the  begiiming  of  ttie  lafi 
campaign— ^-events  which  put  the  very  exifience  of  the  Empeior  ia 
danger— «^t  a  time  when  (bme  of  his  richefl  provinces  were  alvead^ 
in  pofiefBen  of  the  enemy,  and  two  of  the  kigeft  armies  which  had 
ever  marched  from  France  advancing  with  hafty  ilrides  to  Vienna-— 
'  i^  as  I  fay.  Sir,  under  thofe  circumflances,  the  Minifler  of  this 
country,  with  a  vote  of  credit  of  betwixt  two  and  three  nr\illions  at 
his  coctimand,  had  hefitafied  to  give  fome  pecuniary  aid  towards  en- 
couraging thofe  gferious  exertbns,  which  not  only  refcued  Germany 
but  England  from  a  very  critical  lituation,  fuch  Minifter  would, 
in  my  humble  opinion,  have  been  unequal  to  diredi  the  afiairs  of  a 
great  nation,  and  would  have  richly  merited  the  bittereil  reproaches 
and  execrations  of  the  people  of  this  country.     Let  me  entreat. 
Sir,  that  gentlemen  will  for  a  moment  confider  the  lituation  to 
which  this  country  would  have  been  reduced,  had  the  Empenwbeen 
compelled  to  make  a  feparate  peace  with  France,  and  that  Republic 
thereby  have  beea  enabled  to  have  marched  down  their  numerous 
and  vidoribufravmies  to  the  fea-eoafts  o£  Holland,  Flanders,  and 
FvanQe>  to  efS;£l  tltcir  fbvourise  pfojeA  of  invading  and  of  do* 
ftroying  thi»  country.     I  am  Mt  one  of  thofe.  Sir,  wha  confidftrs 
the  invaiion  of  England  as  an-enterprize  of  either  much  difficulty 
or 'danger,  op,  as  manygentlemerv  haveobferved,  merely  a  bugbear 
to  frighten  and*  to  alarm  the  inhabitants  of  this  countary.     Whoever 
ai^goes  in  this  maimer,  I  w9t  venture  to  afiert,  is  totally  ignocant 
of  the  fhbjed,  and^  not  onTy  if  they  believe  it,   mofl;  egrcgtoufly 
impofe  upon  themfdves,  bat,  what  is  worfe^  deceive  the  peof^b  of 
£ngland|  by  toadtng  them  into  sin  unwife,  as  well  as  tinjuffifiablv 
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fccurityy  and  Tendering  them  averfe  to  adopt  thoTe  fiilutarjr  and  ne- 
ceffary  meaos  of  precaution  which  circuinftances  raider  neceflaiy. 
Thofe  parts  of  the  coaft  which  I  have  feen,  and  in  parts  where  we 
are  mod  vulnerable^  fo  far  from  being  impradtcable  or  difficult  of 
accefs  to  an  enemy,  are  the  moft  inviting  for  invafion,  and  for  the 
dtbaiiiation  of  troops,  of  any  country  in  Europe.  .  I  know  that 
there  are  many  gentlemen  in  this  Houfe,  as  well  as  without  doors, 
who  erroneoufly  conclude,  that  fo  long  as  we  preferve  a  naval  fupcri- 
ority,  the  enemy  will  never  dare  to  land  in  this  country.  No  roan 
can  have  a  higher  fcnfc  of  the  great  and  very  rcfpcdlable  ftate  of  our 
marine  than  what  I  have,  greater  and  more  refpediable  than  ever 
it  was  at  any  former  period.  At  the  fame  time,  Sir,  let  us  con- 
fider  the  various  and  diftant  fervices,  on  which  more  than  OQe-iialf 
of  our  navy  muft  neceiTarily  be  conftantly  employed.;  and  I  oould 
appeal  to  many refpedablenaval  ofKccrs,  whom  I  now  fee  in  this 
Houfe,  whether,  were  our  maritime  force  at  home  much  more  nu* 
merous,  during  certain  feafons  and  winds,  whether  it  could  fecure 
this  country  againd  invafion?  Let  gentlemen  reflef^,  that  the 
enemy's  coafts,  oppofite  to  our  own,  are  only  didant  a  few  hours 
fail ;  and  the  fame  winds  which  are  favourable  to  the  views  of  an 
enemy,  are  thofe  in  which  our  fleets  could  be  of  the  leaft  fervice. 

In  place  of  twelv^  hundred  thoufand  pounds,  fifty  millions 
would  not  have  placed  us  in  that  fecurity  in  which  we  are  at  pre- 
ient,  had  thofe  numerous  French  armies,  who  have  (incc  been  em* 
ployed  upon  the  banks  of  the  Rhine  and  in  Italy,  been  direded  to- 
wards this  country.  From  thofe  confiderations.  Sir,  I  am  induced 
rood  heartily  to  concur  in  the  propofed  amendment ;  and  am  de- 
cidedly of  opinion,  that  had  not  His  Maje(ly*s  Minifters  afTifted  his 
Imperial  Maje%,  and  thereby  allowed  him  to  havfe  funk  under 
the  arms  of  France,  they  would  in  fuch  cafe  have  richly  defcrvcd 
the  curfes  of  this  country. 

Colonel  GASCOIGNE  faid,  that  he  was  the  reprcfentative 
of  a  great  commercial  city,  as  will  as  the  honourable  Alderman 
(Combe).  He  did  not  often  obtrude  himfelf  on  the  Houfe,  on 
account  of  his  diffidence,  but  he  was  always  willing  to  obey  the. 
voice  of  his  conftituents.  He  came  down  to  the  Houfe  expelling  . 
to  hear  a  great  and  conftitudonal  queAion  debated;  and  with  a 
determined  refolution  to  vote  in  favour  of  the  motion  for  cenfuring 
Minif^ers,  which  he  thought  would  not  have  been  brought  forward 
except  on  full  and  fufficient  grounds;  but  from  what  he  had  fince 
heard,  and  from  the  precedents  that  were  quoted,  he  wds  convinced 
that  die  tranfadtion  that  was  made  the  ground  of  a  chaige  againft 
h^n,  had  been  the  eflablifhed  practice  of  Government  ever  $nce 
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the  Revolution,  and  was  interwoven  with  the  ver/  fpirit  of  the 
Conftitution.  He  knew  his  conftitucnts  would  now  be  convinced, 
by  the  fpccch  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  that  the  meafure 
was  juftirinblc,  and  in  voting  againft  the  motion  of  Mr.  Fox,  he 
was  confident  he  voted  according  to  their  fentiments.  He  was  not 
fo  much  acquainted  with  commercial  tranfaflions,  as  to  judge  of 
what  might  l\avc  influenced  the  dccifion  of  tlie  Common  Hall  of 
the  city  of  LoniJon,  on  which  fo  much  ftrcfs  had  been  laid.  As 
to  Mr.  Alderman  Combe's  voting  with  the  majority  of  the  Com- 
mgn  Hall,  he  made  no  doubt  he  would  do  the  fame  upon  any 
queClion  whatever,  which  would  imply  ccnfurc  on  His  Majefty's 
Miniiicrs. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN.  After  the  manner  in  which  this.  fubje<3: 
has  been  debated  to-night,  I  feel  it  impoflible  to  give  a  filent  vote. 
To  the  honourable  gentleman  behind  me  (Colonel  Gafcoignc),  I 
readily  yielded  precedence,  and  felt  the  indulgence  ufually  given. t;o 
a  new  fpeaker,  and  I  carefully  abftained  from  giving  any  interrup- 
tion which  might  add  embarraffment  to  the  diffidence  natural  upon 
fuch  an  occafion.  I  muft  confefs,  however,  that  the  fpcech  of  that 
honourable  gentleman  was  not  a  little  fingular.  He  repofed  \5'ith 
the  utmoft  confidence  upon  the  truth  of  my  rtght  honourable  friend's 
aflfertion,  that  the  conduct  of  Miniftcrs  in  the  matter  before  the 
Houfe  was  neither  confident  with  the  principles  of  the  Conftitution, 
norfupport^  by  precedents  In  Parliament.  Impreflcd  with  this  be- 
lief, he  had  come  down  to  the  Houfe  determined  to  commit  the 
abfurdity  which  he  had  reprobated  fo  much  in  the  condudl  of  the 
Common  Hall  of  the  city  of  London  ;  for,  he  fays,  that  he  came 
down  refolved  upon  the  belief  he  had  taken  up  upon  his  authority 
to  vote  in  .favour  of  the  propofition  of  my  right  honourable  friend. 
Though,  upon  the  ftatement  of  my  right  honourable  friend  he  af- 
fumed  that  the  condu6l  of  Minifters  was  defended  by  no  precedent, 
fince  he  has  heard  the  artful  reprefentation  and  the  eloquent  fpeech 
of  the  right  honourable  gentleman  ;  for  dextrous  in  point  of  ma- 
nagement, and  eloquent  in  point  of  manner,  it  muft  be  admitted  to 
have  been  ;  the  honourable  gentleman  has  difcuvcrcd  that  the 
fending  of  money  to  the  Enoperor  without  the  confent  of  Parliament 
is  a  pradlice  not  only  juftified  by  example,  but  interwoven  with  the 
very  fpirit  of  the  Conftitution  !  It  is,  indeed,  extraordinary  that 
a  Member  of  Parliament,  whofe  duty  it  is  to  have  fome  knowledge 
of  the  principles  of  the  Conftitution  and  the  ufages  of  Parliament, 
fhould  tonfeis  that  he  only  knew  the  pradlice  to  be  unconftitutiooal 
upon  the  aflertion  that  it  is  unprecedented,  and  that  again  he  (hquld 
fo  fuddcnly  take  it  for  granted  that  it  is  perfedly  juftifiable  without 
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waiting  for  any  reply  to  what  he  has  heard  in  its  defence.  The 
honoupble  gentleman  too,  in  a  tone  i^t^ich  in  another  fpeaker  would 
be  conlidered  as  hadh,  cenfuret  the  condud  of  my  honourable 
friend  (Mr.  Combe),  for  aAing  agreeably  to  the  inffarudions  of  his 
conftituents,  and  thinks  that  he  would  have  been  ready  to  fupport 
any  propofition  that  came  from  the  fame  quarter.  But  while  he 
thus  blames  my  right  honourable  friend  with  no  fmall  degree  of 
afperity,  and  without  much  appearance  of  diffidence,  he  fays  with 
triumph,  '^  I  too  come  here  to  fpeak  the  fenfe  of  my  conftituents 
as  well  as  my  own  opinion."  When  he  came  down,  however, 
perfedly  determined  to  fupport  the  propofition  of  my  right  honour- 
able fnend,  how  is  he  now  fo  well  acquainted  with  the  fentimentt 
of  his  conftituents  r  By  what  means  did  he  contrive  to  turn  fo 
foon  the  fentiments  of  his  conftituents  to  tally  with  his  change  of 
opinbn,  and  by  what  new  conftitutional  telegraph  has  he  contrived 
to  procure  fuch  rapid  information  ?  In  truth,  Sir,  I  wilfa  the  ho- 
nourable Member  joy  of  his  converfion,  and  the  Minifter  joy  of 
his  convert. 

But,  to  proceed  to  the  real  queftion  which  is  the  fubjed  of  con- 
fideration,  before  any  new  propofitions  are  offered,  (ince  there  are 
already  before  the  Houfe  motions  fo  very  difterent  from  each  other 
as  muft  neceflfarily  tmbrace  every  variety  of  opinion.  One  ho- 
nourable gentleman  (Mr.  Bragge),  who  moved  the  amendment,  is 
determined  to  turn  every  expreflion  of  cenfure  into  a  teftimon^  of 
approbation.  The  honourable  gentleman  behind  me  (Mr.  Nicholls) 
does  not  approve  of  the  meafures  of  Minifters  upon  this  occafion  ; 
but  he  does  not  wifh  to  (hock  the  ears  of  the  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman, who  is  fo  litde  pleafed  to  hear  his  faults  difplayed  and  to 
fee  his  errors  recorded,  with  any  bill  of* indemnity  or  any  implication 
of  cenfure.  He  wifhes  to  have  a  bill,  enacting  that  a  limilar  ap- 
plication of  the  vote  of  credit  (hall  not  in  future  be  made.  To 
"this  hft  propofal  I  confefs,  I  leaft  of  all  can  agree.  I  confider  it  to 
be  a  libel  upon  the  Conftitution,  a  libel  upon  ouranceftorsj^  to  fay 
that  It  requires  the  provifion  of  new  afls  of  Parliament  to  cicclare, 
that  the  money  which  the  Houfe  of  Commons  voted  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  defraying  unforefeen  charges,  and  anfwering  a  particular 
fpecies  of  expenditure,  (hould  not  be  applied  to  putpofes  for  whidi 
it  obvioufly  was  not  intended.  The  great  argument  which  has 
converted  fo  many  gentlemen,  and  has  had  fo  great  weight  with 
the  worthy  Magiftrates  (who  doubtlefs  felt  a  juft  rcludance  to  con- 
demn unheard,  efpccially  a  Minifter  to  whom  they  owed  fo  many 
jobs],  the  great  argument  which  has  produced  fuch  diftinguifhed 
convcrfions,  and  fuch  fpcedy  conviftion,  is  this,  that  the  mcafureat 
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firft  vdeemed  fo  repidienfible  is  juftified  by  precedeiil.  It  is  how* 
ever  nor  a  little  extraordinary  that  while  precedent  fo  powerfully 
operates  convi<£lion9  while  it  fo  totally  change  the  complexion  of  the 
meafure,  it  is  not  to  be  permitted  to  pafs  as  an  additional  corrobo- 
ration of  the  pradice,  nor  as  an  example  for  future  imitation. 
With  all  thefe  precedents  to  which  they  refer,  and  which  they  fo 
readily  admit,  they  do  not  venture  to  add  the  prefent.  It  is  not 
fo  be  drawn  into  precedent.  In  reality  while  they  admit  the  cafes 
which  have  been  urged  in  juftification,  they  fay  that  the  prefent  in- 
ftance  is  fo  fuperlatively  wicked,  fo  fcandalous,  fo  clangerous,  iii  btal 
in  its  operation,  that  it  muft  not  be  eftabliflied.  It  is  z  Arelch  be- 
yond all  former  example,  which  it  is  not  proper  to  repeat ;  it  is  a 
rare  and  fingular  inftance  which  future  Parliaments  are  not  to  fane- 
tion,  nor  future  Mini(iers  to  pra£(ife.. 

With  regard  to  the  fcnfe  of  the  people  colledteci  at  common  halls, 
vAnch  has  been  treated  fo  fupercilioufly,  I  would  a(k  when  a  meet- 
ing IS  regularly  convened  for  a  fpecific  purpofe,  and  their  fentiments 
are  properly  cxprefled,  why  they  (hould  not  be  entitled  to  refpedl  ? 
The  afiertions  of  the  worthy  Alderman  (Curtis)  that  the  Common 
Hall  in  the  city  of  London  was  not  regularly  conduced,  is  an  unfair 
reflcdiion  upon  the  prefent  Chief  Magiftrate,  who,  had  he  been  a 
Member  of  the  Houfe,  would  have  very  emphatically  anfwered  fuch 
a  charge.  But  if  the  complaint  of  the  worthy  Alderman  proves  any 
thing,  it  proves  that  in  the  city  of  London  fuch  was  the  general  dif- 
approbation  which  the  condudt  of  MiniAers  has  excited,  that  the 
refult  of  the  meeting  was  obvious ;  that  he  might  have  heard  it 
from  the  firA  pcrfon  he  met  in  ^he  ftreet.  I  don't  know,  indeed,  by 
whom  the  information  of  the  probable  refult  was  given  to  the 
worthy  Alderman,  whether  by  His  correfpondent,  Mr.  Maxzinghi, 
or  the  communicative  hair-dreffer.  As  to  the  regularity  in  the 
calling  of  the  meet!  tig,  I  am  informed  that  one  perfon,  wh^er  pro- 
perly or  improperly,  but  certainly  confidently  with  cuAom,  had  not 
indeed  figned  the  requifition  himfelf,  but  gave  authority  for  that 
purpofe.  But  to  return  to  the  real  point  before  the  Houfe :  I  can- 
not help  regarding  it  as  a  curious  circum(buice  that  fo  many  gen- 
tlemen appear  to  have  come  down  pre-determined  to  fupport  the 
opinion  they  had  originally  adopted.  The  honours^le  gentlemaa 
(Mr.  Bragge)  feems  to  have  had  his  mind  previoufly  made  up,  and 
bis  propoiition  previoufly  arranged.  He  does  not  feem  to  have  been 
aware  that  a  great  part  of  the  foms  fent  abroad  were  remitted  to 
the  army  of  Conde,  to  which  his  motion  does  not  at  all  refer.  The 
amendment  is  wholly  filent  upon  this  part  of  the  motion  of  my 
nght  hgoourable  friend.     What  is  this  but  an  implied  cenfare 
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upon  the  tranfadlion  fo  far  as  it  relates  to  the  Prince  of  Conde  ? 
If  it  refcucs  from  cenfure  that  part  which  concerns  the  Emperor,  it 
leaves  the  other  to  ftand  upon  the  journals  with  the  brand  which  is 
implied  from  its  being  paffed  over  without  notice,  while  the  other 
is  held  up  tQ  approbation.  This  difpofal  of  the  money  is  likewlfe 
Aated  by  the  right  honourable  gentleman  to  be  a  juftiiiable  ufc  of 
this  vote  of  credit,  though  in  reality,  part  of  the  money  was  cotk 
tained  in  the  army  extraordinarics,  to  which  the  defence  does  not 
apply.  The  point  indeed  is  of  the  utmoft  importance,  and  the  dc- 
cifion  which  the  Houfe  fliall  pronounce  upon  its  merit,  is  of  equal 
confequencc  to  maintain  the  dignity  of  its  privileges  and  die  rcfpefl 
of  the  Conftitution.  My  right  honourable  friend  in  employing 
that  copioufnefs  of  argument  and  the  power  of  eloquence  which  be- 
longs to  him,  felt  the  neceflit)'  of  bringing  forward  every  confidera- 
tion  that  could  induce  the  Houfe,  in  circumftances  like  the  prcfcnt, 
to  agree  to  any  vote  of  cenfure.  He  entered  into  a  detail,  which, 
not  flic  fubjedt,  but  the  difpofitions  of  the  Houfe,  demaded.  Nor 
is  it  wonderful  that  the  right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Pitt) 
fwervedfo  frequently  from  the  point  of  the  qucftion,  and  endeavoured 
to  fix  the  attention  of  the  Houfe  upon  what  tended  to  miflcad  their 
judgement.  With  deference,  however,  to  the  example  of  my  right 
honourable  friend,  I  cannot  help  thinking  that  the  real  queftion 
lies  within  a  narrow  compafs.  It  is  the  particular  pride  and  the 
unrivalled  glory  of  the  Britiih  Conftitution  that  its  characters  ^rc 
fo  clear,  fo  precife,  fo  intelligible,  tliat  it  is  impoffible  to  tranfgrefs 
its  fpirit,  and  to  violate  its  principles  without  the  crime  being  eafily 
detedlcd  and  the  guilt  clearly  expofc'S.  If  there  be  any  point  upon 
which  all  declamation,  all  fophiftry,  all  foaring  flights  of  eloquence, 
all  heroic  profeflions  of  patriotifm  or  difintcreftedncfs,  all  calculated 
to  dazzle  or  to  amufe,  arc  completely  loft,  it  is  upon  a  queftion  like 
this.  The  propofition  which  my  right  honourable  friend  has  moved 
confifts  of  two  parts,  pcrfedly  diftii.dV.  That  part  which  we  bring 
ferward  as  a  charge,  we  arc  bound  to  prove  ;  but  when  we  have 
eftablifhed  the  principles  of  the  Conftitution,  and  alledged  the  hAs 
by  which  they  are  violated,  the  cnus  lies  upon  the  right  honour- 
able gentleman  to  (how  that  the  ftatement  is  fallacious,  or  to  pro- 
duce the  circumftances  of  palliation  by  which  the  tranfgrcftion  is  to 
be  excufedt  In  this  view,  therefore,  we  have  to  prove  that  cer- 
tain fums  are  deftined  and  appropriated  to  particular  fervices. 
Here  I  \^ill  not  examine  whether'  the  power  of  granting  fupplics 
and  controuling  their  application  be  as  ancient  as  the  Government 
itfelf,  and  coeval  with  the  exiftencc  of  the  Conftitution.  It  is  fuf- 
ficient  that  I  refer  to  the  beft  rimes  in  which  its  principles  were 
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cftabliftied,  and  in  which  they  were  defended,  by  the  ftruggles  of 
the  people  for  freedom.  This  falutary  regulation  arofe  from  the 
abufes  of  the  Government,  from  the  mifconcjuft  of  Minifters,  from 
the  treachery  of  Parliament,  from  tyranny,  from  cortuption.  The 
reign  of  Charles  the  Second  is  a  fufficient  authority  for  the  appeal 
to  hiftory.  At  the  Revolution  it  was  folemnly  recognized,  and  fincc 
that  period  it  has  been  interwoven  with  our  parliamentary  ufage. 
In  this  review  I  cannot  but  wonder  at  the  Rrefs  which  has  been 
laid  upon  the  precedents  which  have  been  quoted.  It  is  arguing 
from  the  exception  agatpft  the  rule ;  it  is  eredling  the  deviation 
into  the  ftandard.  But  even  thefe  precedents,  upon  which  fo  much 
ftrcfs  has  been  laid;  neither  apply  to  the  prefent  cafe  nor  juf^ify  the 
particular  mcafure.  Among  the  earlicft  precedents  which  have 
been  quoted  is,  that  in  1 706,  of  the  advance  to  the  Duke  of  Savoy, 
to  the  amount  of  47,0001.  If  gentlemen,  however,  wilh'take  the 
trouble  to  look  intQ  the  Journals  they  will  find  that  this  fum  was 
granted  during  the  rccefs  of  Parliament ;  that  not  only  was  the 
ally  of  this  country  placed  in  p<irilous  circumftances,  but  that  Turin 
was  a<5tually  in  a  ftate  of  ficge.  A  demand  was  made  for  50,000!. 
and  the  letter  which  Mr.  Secretary  Harley  fent  in  anfwer  to  the 
Ambaflador  of  Savoy,  will  at  once  explain  the  principles  of  the 
^  Conftituticn  and  the  inapplicability  of  the  precedent.  The  letter 
ftates,  that  it  is  not  practicable,  according  to  the  cuftom  of  the  Con- 
ftitution,  while  Parliament  is  not  fitting,  to  comply  with  the  re- 
queft  ;  yet,  in  the  prcfling  circumftances  of  the  cafe,  Her  Majeftv 
was  willing  to  grant  a  certain  fum  to  be  deducted  out  of  the  fub- 
fidy  that  was  paid  to  the  Duke  of  Savcy.  Y\^il\  it  then  be  faid, 
that  in  circumftances  like  tlicfe,  when  there  was  a  certainty  that  the 
moncj'  was  employed  in  a  manner  to  which  Parliament  had  con- 
fcnted,  when  it  was  to  be  deducted  from  a  fubfidy  that  had  rcru- 
larly  been  granted,  will  it  be  faid  that,  either  in  tlie  extent  or  in  the 
'principle,  either  in  the  circumftances  or  in  its  condu6l,  the  pre- 
fent meafure  could  be  juftified  by  an  appeal  to  the  authority  of  this 
precedent.  This  is  the  firft  of  thofc  four  boaftcd  precedents  which 
have  fo  readily  convinced  the  right  honourable  gentleman  of  the 
propriety  of  the  Minifter's  condud.  The  next  precedent  was  in 
1742.  The  money  was  then  difpofed  of  when  Parliament  was 
not  fitting,  and  it  was  afterwards  moved  in  that  Houfe,  that  the 
fending  fums  to  any  foreign  Prince,  without  the  confent  of  Parlia- 
ment, was  a  dangerous  mifapplication  of  the  public  money,  and 
highly  deftrudive  of  the  Conftitution.  On  thefe  words  an  amend- 
ment was  moved,  adding  that  the  meafure  was  unavoidable,  and 
that  it  was  neccflary  for  the  interefts  of  the  common  caufe.     At 
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that  time,  therefore^  the  jne^ure  was  condemned^  and  the  only 
juftifkation  fet  up  was  its  i^difpcnfable  nci;efiary.  If  this  necefittj 
could  now  be  proved  Sy  Minifters,  then  we,  faid  Mr.  Shtridan, 
have  no  ground  to  ()and  on.  The  next  precedent  was  the  cafe  of 
Holland y  in  1617,  ivhen  the  money  was  taken  out  of  the  fecret* 
fervice  money  ;  and  it  is  well  known,  that,  by  Mr.  Burke's  bill,  if 
the  Secretary  of  State  lifiakes  oath  the  money  was  adiually  employed 
for  the  intereft  of  the  c^iuntry,  no  farther  inquiry  can. take  place. 

Such,  then,  are  the  |!)recedents  by  which  fo  much  effe«^  is  jpn^ 
duced,  by  which  the  jcalpufy  of  the  privileges  of  the  Houfe  is  to  be 
fuperfeded,  on  the  credit  of  which  evcty  idea  of  atonement  for  our 
violated  laws  and  conftitution  is  to  be  given  up.     The  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman  fays,  that  any  farther  precedent  during  times 
which  wc  confider  as  the  worft  of  times,  and  during,  a  Parliament 
which  we  have  deemed  fo  hoftile  to  the  liberties  of  the  country, 
would  be  received  with  little  rcfpc6i.     It  is  true  that  the  times  of 
the  laA  Parliament,  and  the  adminiftration  of  the  right  honourable 
gentleman,  I  do  not  hold  in  the  highefi  veneration.     It  is  true  that 
I  do  not  think  that  Parliament  a  meritorious  Parliament.     What, 
however,  muft  have  been  the  opinion  of  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man himfelf  of  that  Parliament,  when  out. of  the  alarmids  who 
havefeceded  from  our  ranks,  he  has  fent  fo  many  to  (helter  thcm- 
fclves  from  danger  upon  the  higher  ground,  and  to  hide  their  heads 
in  coronets  from  the  form  which  they  affedied  to  dread  ?      Surely 
if  the  right  honourable  gentleman  entertains  fo  high  an  opinion  of 
that  Parliament,  he  would  not  thus  anitioufly  have  removed  fo 
many  of  thofc  who  compofed  the  part  which  merited  the  di(linc)ion 
with  which  he  has  thought  proper  to  honour  them.     The  right 
honourable  gentleman^  wonders,  that  after  having  allowed  the  fub- 
je6t  to  pafs  over  upon   the  firft  day  on  which  it  was.  brought  for- 
ward, we  fliould  now  lb. keenly  make  it  the  objed  of  invefliga- 
tion.      He  fecms  to  conceive   us  to  be  bound  by  the  fame  rules 
which  limit  the  country  in  the  profecution  of  a  thief,  where,  un- 
Icfs  the  hue  and  cry  be  raifed,  the  benefit  of  profecution  is  taken 
away.     We  have  been  called,  ironically  I  fuppofe,  a  vigilant  Op- 
pofition  ;  and,  God  knows,  there  is  no  reafon  to  remind  us  that  it 
is  fmall.     But  I  am  ready  to  put  in  fcr  my  fliarc  of  blame  for 
want  of  vigilance,  when  the  circumftance  wliich  is  now  eredcd 
into  a  precedent  tcx)k  place  upon  the  communication  of  the  inten&'ed 
loan  to  the  Emperor,  by  the'King's  mcffage,  in  the  year   1795. 
But  even  any  negligence  which  might  have  been  difjday^d  upon" 
that  occafion  is  by  no  means  of  fuch  a  magnitude  as  our  aoquiefing 
in  the  preftpt  meafure  vodld  imply.     The  fituations  were  very 
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different  Then  there  was  a  certainty  that  the  advances  to  the 
Emperor  would  be  repaid,  becauCe  they  were  to  be  deduced  from 
the  loan  which  was  to  be  granted.  In  the  prcfent  cafe,  the  cir« 
cumAances  afe  very  different.  The  concealment  which  has  taken 
jdace  effe6iually  precludes  the  Houfe  from  remedying  any  negli* 
gence  that  had  been  committed,  or  repairing  any  miichief  that  has 
been  produced.  This  leaft  of  all  can  be  c^  any  authority  to  the 
right  honourable  gentleman ',  and  I  defy  any  man  to  fay,  that  the 
circtHnihiHces  of  the  cafe  will  bear  him  out  in  the  conclufion  which 
he  is  defirous  to  eflablifii. 

The  right  honourable  gentleman  fays,  that  he  has  taken  lai^er 
votes  of  credit  in  proportion  to  the  general  expence  of  the  M^ar  than 
any  former  Minifter ;  but  if  he  applies  the  funds  which  are  def- 
tined  for  other  objects  towards  expences  for  which  he  ought  parti- 
cularly to  have  provided,  of  what  importance  is  it,  though  it  were 
true,  that  there  are  fewer  extraordinaries  ?  We  only  aflc,  that  he 
will  not  deliide  the  country,  that  he  will  not  apply  grants  for 
{Mofpedive  fervices  to  thofe  which  already  have  been  incurred.  If 
k  was  not  to  conceal  entirely  wh^t  was  in  his  contemplation,  why 
was  it  unfit  that  the  Houfe  (hould  be  acquainted  with  the  intention 
to  take  the  Prince  of  Conde's  corps  into  our  pay?  He  accepted 
bills  before  the  vote  of  credit  was  granted,  and  had  even  begun  to 
pay  them.  The'Houfe  of  Commons  was  deceived  by  a  falfe  ac- 
count, which  ftated)  that  300,000!.  had  been  iffucd  to  the  Pay- 
mafter  of  the  forces,  while  in  reality  it  had  been  fent  to  pay  the 
Frendi  trcx>ps  we  had  taken  into  our  fervice.  If,  wherever  the 
words  "  vote  of  credit'*  occurred,  according  t6  the  real  intention 
of  that  fum,  the  Houfe  (hould  fubftitute  *^  provifion  for  unforefeen 
expences,"  the  abfurdity  of  applying  it  to  fervices  already  incurred 
would  be  completely  deteAed.  What  appearance  would  it  have 
to  continue  this  apparent  inconfiftency  with  the  abfurdity  of  the 
Argument  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman  ?  The  right  honour- 
able gentleman  fays,  that  it  would  not  have  been  equally  effedtual 
to  have  tried  the  experid^ent  of  a  loan,  and  that  this  mode  has  fuc- 
ceeded.  Here  he  enters  into  a  high-founding  dcfcription  of  the 
fplendid  achievements  of  the  Auftriims  ;  extols  their  triumphs  in  a 
tone  of  as  high  exultation  as  if  it  were  recording  his  own  exploits, 
and  praifes  their  mafterly  retreat,  wMch  I  arh  fure  was  not  con> 
dudied  with  greater  dexterity  than  that  of  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  to-day.  All  this  brilliant  declamation  is  very  fine,  but 
it  is  nothing  to  the  purpofe.  If  the  Auftrians  have  achieved  all 
this  fuccefs^  might  not  th€:  fame  advantages  have  rcfulted  from  a 
conftitutional  application  of  the  public  money  ?    I  am  ready 
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to  give  the  right  honourable  gentleman  credit  for  the  truth  which  he 
may  occafionally  communicate  to  the  Houfe ;  and  I  believe  he 
fpeaks  corredtiy  when  he  tells  us,  that  laft  year,  by  the  meafures  he 
adop^d,  he  gave  one  chance  for  the  fafety  of  Europe.  The  real 
matter  of  congratulation,  then,  was,  that  the  French,  in  their  vi^ao- 
rious  career,  had  not  the  whole  of  Germany  ;  and  the  triumph  of 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  concludes  his  panegyric  with  a  quo- 
tation which  has  no  great  application  to  the  relative  (ituatlon  of  our 
allies  at  the  prcfcnt  moment.  The  right  honourable  gentleman 
fays,  could  Parliament  have  judged  of  the  propriety  of  the  roea- 
fure  ?     I  anfwcr,  yes ;  and  might  have  judged,  too,  upon  the  fame 

.  grounds  upon  which  Minifters  formed  their  judgement.  The  ar- 
gument, that  4t  was  dangerous  to  make  the  meafure  public,  becaufe 

^  the  fum  granted  might  have  appeared  inadequate,  is  applicable  to 
every  vote  of  fubfidy,  to  every  vote  of  fupply,  to  every  meafure  of 
preparation,  to  the  votes  for  the  army  and  navy,  and  to  every  de- 
partment of  the  Government.  If  it  might  be  attended  with  a  flight 
degree  of  difadvantage  to  publifh  diat  information  to  the  enemy,  it 
was  more  than  compenfated  by  fairnefs,  by  ftraight-forwardnefs,  and 
by  manlinefs  of  condu<3.  Indeed,  the  principle  on  which  this  mea- 
fure was  defended,  appears  more  dangerous  than  even  any  applica- 
tion of  it  can  be  thought  impoliric.  It  arrogates  to  Minifters  a 
right  to  judge  of  the  extent,  as  well  as  the  mode  of  public  expen- 
diture ;  it  is  erecting  the  Minifter  into  an  abfolute  Didlator  ;  it  is 
more  than  mortal  prefumption  ;  It  is  a  pretention  beyond  humanity 
to  claim  ',  it  ispfurping  the  attributes  of  the  Deity,  the  power  of 
omnifcience  and  infallibility,  the  power  of  refufing  the  defires  and 
difappointing  the  wi(h^s  of  thofe  over  whom  they  rule.  Joined 
with  the  other  part  of  the  conduft  of  Minifters,  it,  indeed,  forms 
the  fubje£t  of  fcrious  alarm.  If  they  claim  the  right  of  landing 
foreign  troops  without  confcnt  of  Parliament,  and  of  paying  them 
by  this  delicate  procefs,  without  application  to  this  Houfe,  where  is 
the  fecurfty  left  for  our  liberties  and  for  our  conftitution  ?  One 
honourable  gentleman  thought  he  faw  in  the  vote  of  credit,  an  in- 
timation of  fending  money  to  the  Emperor ;  but  if  he  faw  it  then, 
it  muft  have  been  equally  difcernible  to  every  gentkman  in  the 
kingdom^  and  thus  die  mifchlef  arifing  from  publicity  muft  have 
been  incurred.  But,  he  would  afk,  upon  what  pretence  could  it 
be  inferred  from  the  vote  of  credit,  that  any  part  of  it  was  def* 
tincd  to  a  different  purpofe  from  the  vote  of  credit  of  the  preceding 
year  r  When  the  Miniftcr  had  abaniii)ncd  his  firft  intention  of 
laifing  a  loan  of  three  millions  for  the  Emperor,  he  conceived  that 
he  had  alfo  abandoned  his  purpofe  of  remitting  any  money  to  the 
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fnipetDr  vbhoiit  the  hnSdon  of  ParKament.     It  was  eviifent  that 
the  Miniller  did  not  wi6i  to  hang  a  Gei^.naii  loan  about  the  neck  of 
the  diiToIvtng  Parliament,  becaufe  he  well  knew  it  woiaid  hurt  his 
friends  in  the  event  of  a  new  eledion  ;  it  was  underAodd  that  he 
meant  to  keep  his  motion  for  an  early  attempt  on  the  maiden  afiec- 
tions  of  the  new  Parliament ;    but  why  then  did  he  not  apply  to 
this  new  Parliament  ?     InAead  of  doing  <b,  he  has  the  audacity  to   . 
(ay,  "  I  felt  my felf  bound  to  keep  my  promife  pledged  to  the  Em*- 
**  peror  for  farther  remittances."  '  But  was  this  a  declaration,  fit  tp 
make  to  thai  Houfe  or  the  Country,  when  the  money  was  to  be 
(aken  from  the  pockets  of  a  British  Parliament  ?    And,  was  a  vote 
of  .thanks  now  to  be  moved  for  what  was  deferving  the  mod  fevcre 
rqnobatioiii }     Mr.  Sheridan  condfiered  this  as  a  new  procefs  of 
fflOuggling  money  out  of  the  kingdom ;  as  a  fraud  likewife  on  the 
fubfcribers  to  the  new  loan  ;  becaufe  it  was  not  till  after  the  fub- 
fcription  tq  tlie  new  loan,  that  it  came  out  that  there  was  a  fum  of 
i}2oo,oool.  minus  of  the  fpecie  of  this  country.     Mr.  Sheridan 
concluded  with  obferving,  that  there  was  only  one  point  which  he 
fliojild  notice,  and  that  was  iht  argumentum  aJ  hominem  Vfhkh  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  ufedagaiaft  bis  right  honourable  friend. 
But  with  what  ill  grace  did  this  come  from  him,  whofe  whole 
minifterial  conduct  had  beep  oiie  continued  attack  upon  the  liberties 
of  his  country.     Were  it  poflible  that  his  venerable  and  illuftriotts 
father  could  look  down  upon  the  three  lafl  years  of  his  hiftory,  to  fee 
him  fit  to  applaud  his  confidential  friends  in  reviling  the  hcfod  in- 
ftitution  of  Juries,  and  that  one  of  the  moA  illuftrious  penlioners  of 
the  Crown  had  not  even  been  rebuked  for  faying,  that  courts  of 
juiiice  .  were  become  nothing   more  than  fchools   for  fodition  ; 
to  fee  him  covering  the  whole  face  of  the  country  with  barracks  and 
badilljts,  without  even  fubmitting  the  expence  of  their  ereAion  as  a 
iquedion  to  Parliament ;  to  fee  the  whole  countiy  under  military 
gpvernment, .  and  the  people  placed  under  the  fubje<9ion  of  the  bay- 
onet ;  while,  as  if  this  were  not  fufficient,  their' mouths  were  (hut 
Ufy  and  themfelves  prevented  from  meeting  to  coi^ult  on  their 
grievances  ;  and  proceeding  in  his  climax  of  conf^itutional  vio- 
ieoce,  wrcfting  from  them,  one  after  another,  all  their  rights,  tHl 
be  came  at  laft  to  take  out  of  the  hands  of  the  reprefentatives  the 
giiardhn  difpoial  of  their  money  ?     When  he  recolleded  the  means 
by  which  that  right,  honourable  gendeman  came  into  power,  the 
mt$  by  which  he  had  retained  it,  and  the  contempt  with  which  He 
had  tieated  the  Houfe  bf  Commons,  and  the  <tifregard  of  its'  de- 
^dared  opiraon  which  he  had  (hewn,  how  could  it  be  thought*  that 
lake  wouU  refign  himfelf  to  its  judgement  with  that  fubmiiTion  which 
Vox..  I.      •  3  F 
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the  Gonelufion  of  his  fpeech  befpoke  ?  No  credit  could  be  given  to 
that' idle  rhodoinontade>  t)*^at  unmeaning  cant  of  redgnation.  Of 
all  the  Minifters  that  ever  directed  ihe  alFairs  of  this  country,  the 
right  h('.nourable  gcnileman  \tas  the  man  who  had  employed  in  hi& 
admini(lrartcn  the  wori\  of  means,  and  entailed  upon  his  country 
.the  greatcft  of  evils.  If  two  motives  could  be  afljgncd  for  his  con-. 
dud  ;  if  it  could  be  faid  on  the  one  hand  that  he  might  be  guided 
by  views  of  power  and  fentimcnts  of  amb'uiony  or  by  feelings  of 
patriotifm  and  virtue,  he  fhould  not  hefitate  to  afciibe  the  former 
to  a  Miniftcr  whofe  whole  life  had  marked  the  fame  total  difr^ard 
for  the  one,  as  implicit  devotion  to  the  other. 

Sir  WILLIAM  PULTENEY  faid,  that  after  what  had 
pafTed  to*  night  every  body  muft  fee  that  this  was  a  very  important 
fubjcd^,  becaufe  it  involved  a  great  conflitutional  queilion.  He 
had  always  underftood  it  to  be  the  exclulivc  privilege  of  the  Houffc 
of  Commons  to  vote  money  for  the  pubHc  fervice.  He  underftood 
it  to  be  alfo  the  privilege  of  the  Houfc  of  Commons  to  conn'oul  the 
diftribution  of  the  public  money.  He  knew  of  no. authority  that 
Jed  t6  any  doubt  of  the  form.er  of  thefc  pofutons,  nor  had  he  any 
.upon  the  latter.  It  had  been  contended,  how^cvcr,  upon  the  dif- 
cuflw.n  of  this  fubjcdl,  that  the  power  of  diftribution  was  given  to 
the  Miniftcr  to  the  extent  of  a  vote  of  credit.  Now  the  Houfc 
would  do  well  to  examine  what  had  been  the  prad^ice  of  our  an- 
ceftors  with  refpedl  to  the  tliftribfltion  of  the  public  money.  They 
all  know  what  rhat  p.adioe  was  in  ancient  times,  If  the  Houfc  of 
Lords  amended  a  money  bill,  the  praclice  of  the  Houfc  of  Com- 
woiii  in  toimer  rimes  was  to  kick  the  bill  out  of  the  Hcufe  of 
Commons.  That  pra<Slice  had  bc^n  fpt  afide  in  modern  times.* 
We  v\erc  become  more  polite,  and  the  mode  now  was  to  rejedJ  a 
money  bill  if  the  Lords  bad  amended  it.  Such  was  the  ancient, 
and^  fuch  the  modern  pnl6iice  of  the  Houff  of  Commons  upon 
money  bill^,  if  the  Lords  (hould  offer  to  amend  them  ;  and  ihould 
they  be  more  complaifant  to*a  Mirjiftcr  than  they  were  to  the  Houfe 
of  Lprds  ?  For  his  part  he  faw  no  reafon  why  they  (hould,  but 
many  why  they  fhopld  not.  Some  gentlemen  had  this  night  given  up 
the  opinions  they  formerly  held  upon  this  queftion,  for  reafons  which 
they  fcemed  to  regsird  as  clearly  demonftrativc,  that  by  agreeing  to 
this  pfieafure  of  the  Miniftcr,  the  Houfe  did  not  give  up  its  controul 
over  the  public  purfe.  He  owned  that  was  by  no  means  clear  to 
^itp.  pn  the  contrary^  he  thought  they  would  give  up  that  power 
if  th^  did  not  mark  itiiis  mesrfure  with  jtheir  di&pprobation.  He 
,p\\A  obferve,  that  the  Minifter  bad  this  night  relied  a  good  dea 
upon  precedents.     He  did  not  feem.  the  ottier  night,  wbcn  this 
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matter  wa3  bn;>ught  ferwardy  to  know  he  had  ally  precedents  that 
wcmld  keep  his  coildud  in  thrs  cafe  in  countenance.  Neither  did 
he  (ay  any  thing  of  fueh  precedents  in  the  difcuflion  of  the  fubQr 
dies  dat  had  been  before  the  Houfe.  Nor  did  he,  in  the  opening 
of  his  defence  to-night,  tell  the  Houfe  he  placed  much  dependence 
on  the  precedents  he  had  to  quote ;  faying  only  in  a  general  way 
that  he  could  flate  them  :  accordingly  he  drew  out  many  inl^ances 
of  cafeSy  but  they  did  not  apply  to  the  fubjecl  which  was  now  before 
;he  Houfe.  The  Mijfiider  faid  a  good  deal  upon  the  ifbcelTity  of 
the  meafure,  but  nothmg  of  that  kind  could  do  away  the  du6trine 
that  the  Houfe  of  Commons  had  conditutionally  the  controul  of  the 
purfe,  nor  the  duty  of  the  Miniftcr  to  fubmit  the  meafure  to  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  much  fopner  than  he  did.  Gendemen  who 
now  defended  the  Minifter  maintained  that  vote  of  credit  was  the 
grant  of  a  fum  for  which  the  Minifter  was  anfwerable  to  the  Houfe, 
and  that  he  ought  to  have  the  controul  of  its  diftribucion :  that  the 
Minifter  was  bound  to  give  to  the  Houfe  an  account  of  the  whole 
proceeding.  Now  he  wi(hed  the  Houfe  to  examine  what  fort 
of  an  account  might  be  given  in  fuch  a  cafe.  The  MiniAer  might 
fay  that  the  whole  fum  granted  by  the  vote  of  credit  was^  given  to 
a  foreign  Prince.  How  could  the  Houfe  have  any  afTurance  of 
the  truth  of  fuch  an  aflertion  ?  How  could  they  be  fure  that  fuch 
foreign  Prince  had  received  it  ?  How,  if  he  had  received  it, 
could  they  Icam  the  manner  in  which  fuch  foreign  Prince  had  ap- 
plied it  ?  The  Houfe  had  no  power  to  put  any  quei]tions  to  a  foreign 
Prince,  nor  any  means  of  receiving  official  information  from  him. 
The  power  of  the  Houfe  was  very  diifercnt  with  regard  to  the 
Minider  of  this  country.  They  could  call  on  him  to  lay  before 
them  an  account  of  all  the  money  they  voted  for  the  public  fervice. 
He  did  not  make  thcfc  obfervations  becaufe  he  diftrufted  the  prefcnt 
Minifter  or  fufpedted  him  of  any  finiftcr  motives.  Nor  did  he 
make  thefe  obfervations  becaufe  he  difapprovod  of  the  prefent  or  of 
the  laft  Parliament,  or  that  he  faw  any  thing  very  dangerous  in  the 
prefcnt  times.  On  the  contrary,  he  had  a  good  opinion  of  the  laft 
Parliament,  a  good  one  of  this  ;  a  good  one  of  the  prefent  times'; 
but  the  time  might  come  when  our  fituation  in  refped  to  Govern* 
ment  and  Parliament  might  be  very  different  from  what  they  are  at 
'  prefent,  and  it  was  the  principle  of.  the  meafure  that  excited  hit 
alarm.  Suppofe  the  hour  (hould  arrive  when  a  Minifter  of  thia 
country  might  wi(h  to  put  an  end  altogether  to  the  power  of  the 
Houfe  of  Commons.  Suppofe  the  Houfe  had  voted  him  5 00, cool. 
by  a  vote  of  credit,  for  the  fervice  of  a  foreign  Prince  in  alliance  with 
this  country,  ahd  that  after  all  not  one  penny  of  it  (hould  be  given 
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tofijdi  a  Frinee,  %i]l  that  the  trfiole  of  it  Iho^  be  g^Nrto  totfie 
Members  of  that  Houfe,  to  affift  ^  Miltiifter  hi  his  i4(he8  to 
ovettum  the  ConftiMiofi  d[  this  C0UM7  ^  He  widtcd  to  know 
what  fecunty  the  pbOple  would  have^  that  eafe  for  the  ConOitit* 
tion  t  Bad  precedencs  ought  to  be  idifted  at  all  tkiies,  and  the 
Houfe  ongfat  to  waKih  oirer  them  with  jealoufyy  btt  more  partic«'> 
}ai4j  in  good  timeSy  for  it  was  then  Ae  public  where  h^A  liable  to 
fufpiclony  and  coirfcquently  it  was  then  tbejr  were  itioft  likeW  to  he 
carried,  Acaufe  it  was  in  fuch  times  that  the  public  wcpe  leaft  dif- 
pofed  to  examine  what  was  paffing  in  Parliament :  and  precedents 
which  were  pafled  in  good  times  mi^t  be  made  very  dangerous 
ufe  of  in  bad  ones.  On  this  account  it  was  that  he  had  tnloen  fi» 
much  alarm  at  this  meafure  ;  he  had  attended  to  all  that  the  Mi« 
nifler  had  faid  upon  this  fubjed,  and  he  was  ready  to  ccmliffs  h^ 
thought  the  Minifter  by  no  means  juftiikd  fiom  what  had  appeared 
in  the  difcuflion  of  the  iuhjcA.  But  an  honourable  gentleman  on 
the  other  fide  of  the  Houfe  had' moved  an  amendment  to  the  origi- 
nal motion  ;  that  amendment,  in  his  opinion,  although  it  came 
from  a  gentleman  who  defended  the  Minifter,  implied  a  degree  of 
oenfure  upon  his  oondu6t  in  this  matter;  he  was  content  with  any 
degree  of  ccnfure,  rather  than  not  have  any.  Some  gentlemen 
feemed  to  think  there  was  no  blame  to  be  attached  to  Mintfters 
upon  this  occafion.  He  thought  there  was  a  great  deal,  and  there- 
fore that  there  fhould  be  fome  mark  fet  upon  fuch  condt^6t  to  denote 
the  difapprobation  of  the  Houfe. 

He  propofed  to  fay  a  few  words  on  the  excufc  of  the  Miniflcr  to» 
night.  The  Minifter  had  faid  a  great  deal  on  the  exigency  of  the 
times  ;  and  it  appeared  that  the  Directors  of  the  Bank  had  told  the 
Minifter  that  they  difapproved  of  a  loan  to  the  Emperor.  If  that 
loan  was  right,  and  he  thought  it  was,  he  did  not  fee  the  Minifter 
Ihould  be  controlled  by  the  Dircdors  of  the  Bank.  This  feemed 
to  him  to  be  a  vcty  improper  procedure  ;  it  was  a  fpecies  of  rmfe- 
rtum  in  imperio.  He  had  no  idea  that  the  Dire<ftors  of  the  Bank 
ftiould  control  the  operations  of  Government.  Why  ftn^uld  the 
Minifter  tranfaft  this  bufinefs  in  a  private  manner  becaufe  the  Di^ 
rc6tors  of  the  Bank  were  againft  -a  public  loan.  The  Minifter 
neither  had,  nor  ought  to  have,  any  power  that  was  not  controkble 
by  the  people  in  Parliament ;  but  Government  had,  ind  ought  td 
have,  a  great  deal  of  power  that  was  not  controlable  by  the  Sard^ 
of  England.  It  had  been  obferved  that  fpecie  was  taken  out  bf 
the  country  to  a  great  amount  in  the  courfe  of  the  prcfent  war,  and 
fome  gentlemen  apprehended  great  danger  from  that  circumftance. 
This  did  not  appear  to  bim  in  fo  formidable  a  light  as  it  did  to 
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Ibitie,  fer  fhe  property  did  not  srll  go  in  fpecie  cut  of  the  kingdom 
ferthe  ^rpofeof  the  *td$  that  had  been  granted  to  foreign  (hites ; 
much  of  k  had  gone  in  goods  ;  and  of  the  money ,  much  would 
come  back  again  in  the  ceurfc  of  Commerce.  He  found  no  iaillt 
with  the  Minider  upon  that  account  ;  but  what  he  found  f«ul€ 
with,  and  muft  decidedly  condemn,  was,  that  if  he  thought  the 
meafure  of  a  loan  to  the  Emperor  was  right,  as  he  himfelf  ccnalnly 
cHd,  he  did  not  come  forward  to  Parliament  at  onde,  and  fay  fo. 
Why  did  he  not  fay  boldly  that  it  was  a  point  in  whicfi  the  intereft 
of  the  coofttiy  was  deeply  involved  ?  That  the  intereft  of  all  Ea^ 
rope  was  involved,  in  it  ?  Why  did  he  fuffer  himfelf  to  be  terrified 
by  die  difapprobation  of  the  Direflors  of  the  Bank  r  How  was  he 
fore  that  he  had  not  caufed  an  injury  to  Europe  by  being  thus  in*- 
cimidatied  r  Why  (hould  the  operations  of  Government  be  thus 
crippled  by  tlie  Dircftors  of  the  Bank  ?  He  thought  it  probable 
Aat  the  intcrcfts  of  Europe  had  been  injured  by  this  caution  of  the 
Mincer ;  for  he  was  not  fin«,  that  if  the  French  knew  that  the 
Enpipcror  had  three  millions  from  this  country  in  the  couHe  of  the 
Jaft  campaign,  they  would  have  attempted  what  they  did.  Thefe 
things  the  Minifter  ought  to  have  brought  before  Parliament  openly 
and  boldly,  and  not  to  have  fufllercd  himfelf  to  be  controlled  by  tlie 
DireiSors  of  the  Bank.  Having  faid  this,  he  would  now  ndd, 
diat  with  regard  to  the  precedents  which  had  been  quoted  by  the 
Minifter,  he  was  not  convinced  by  any  of  them  that  his  condud 
was  juftiBable  in  endeavouring  to  infringe  on  thie  power  of  the 
Moufe  of  Commons  over  the  public  purfc.  ITie  power  of  that 
Houfe  was  two-fold  :  it  had  a  power  over  the  purfe,  and  a  power 
ever  the  fword.  The  former  they  pofiefled,  as  had  been  ftftted 
fcveral  times  to-night ;  he  latter  they  had  from  t>ie  mutiny  a<ft. 
Let  but  one  of  thofe  be  taken  away,  and  the  power  of  that  Houfe 
would  be  inftantly  reduced  to  nothing.  He  concluded  with  repeat- 
ing a  wifli  th  ir  the  condu6f  of  the  Minifter  upon  this  occafion, 
might  be  miiTkiil  with  the  diftinft  difappi-obation  of  the  Houfe. 

Mr.  Wl  J.RKRFORCr:  fnpported  the  conduA  of  the  Minifter, 
and  in  doing  fo,  took  notice  of  fonryj  parts  of  the  fpeech  of  Mr. 
Sheridan.  He  was  inclined  to  think  that  that  gentleman  was  nol 
in  the  Houfe  on  a  former  night,  when  the  prefent  fubje^t  was 
broi^ht  forward,  for  he  fecmed  to  have  mifconceived  what  he  had 
faid  on  that  .occafioB,  for  which  he  appealed  to  thofe  was  furroundcd 
him.  What  he  faid  was  this :  That  he  apprehended  a  vote  of 
eredtt  gave  to  Minifters  a  general  difcretion ;  that  in  the  exerctfo 
of  that  general  difcretion,  they  were  td  feie6l  the  objedls  and  lay 
out  the  money  i  but  that  the  whole  of  their  condu<51  was  liable  4o  tb^ 
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fubfequent  revifion  of  the  Hdufe  of  Commons.  Thait  tias  the 
declaration  he  made,  and  by  that  declaration  he  meant  to  aUde* 
He  then  proceeded  to  date  the  impreflion  whieh  the  whole  of  thb 
debate  had  made  upon  his  mind.  Here  he  coald  not  help  obferv* 
ing,  that  the  honourable  gentleman,  to  whofe  fpeech  he  bad  al- 
luded, had  made  ufe  of  every  poflTible  means  to  take  away  die  in>*. 
preflion  made  by  the  fpeecli  of  his  right  honourable  friend  who  | 
had  fo  ably  and  fairly  defended  himfelf  to-night-  He  had  attempted 
to  take  away  the  force  of  the  precedents  which  had  bdfen  quoted  to* 
night.  His  right  honourable  friend  had  i-eferred  to  ten  or  eleven 
precedents,  and  had  alluded  to  a  mafs  more  of  them,  which  he  only 
forbore  quotings  The  honourable  Baronet  who  had  juft  fpoken, 
was  not,  he  believed^  in  the  Houfe  when  the  MiniRer  had  faid 
a  few  words  upon  this  fubjedt  the  other  night ;  if  he  had,  he 
would  have  found  that  the  Mtnifter  at  that  time  declined  enterii^ 
upon  his  defence ;  no  wonder,  therefore,  that  he  did  not  then  quote 
any  precedents,  for  he  rcfcrved  every  thing  he  had  to  fay  upon  the 
fubje<9  to  the  prefcnt  night.  He  had  now,  however,  proved  that  it 
was  the  general  pradice  of  Parliament  to  give  to  the  Minifter 
power  by  a  vote  of  credit,  in  the  manner  which  he  had  ftated* 
That  power  was  afterwards  to  be  reverfed  or  confirmed  by  Par- 
liament ;  and  until  fo  confirmed,  it  was  not  complete.  The  Mi« 
nifter,  in  aiguing  thefe  points,  had  referred  to  ten  or  eleven  prece- 
dents, which  the  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Sheridan)  had  dex- 
terouily  reduced  to  three  or  four.  The  Minifter  had  given  in- 
fiances  of  money  being  given  to  foreign  Princes,  as  this  had  been 
given  to  the  Emperor,  without  the  previous  knowled|ge  of  Parlia* 
ment.  It  remained  for.  the  Minifter  then  only  to  prove,  that  in 
fo  doing  he  had  aided  according  to  the  neceflity  of  the  cafe.  ^  This 
he  had  done  by  explaining  to  them  the  iituation  of  affairs  upon  the 
Continent,  and  at  home  ;  and  this  by  the  teftimony  of  thofe  who 
were  beft  qualified  to  form  an  opinion  upon  fuch  fubjcfi.  Thcfc 
gcntleiiien  were  clearly  of  opinion,  that  this  meafure  could  not  have 
been  carried  on  in  any  other  way,  without  infinite  mifchief  to  the 
interefts  of  this  country.  Had  the  Minifter  difclofed  this  matter 
ibonerthan  he  did, 'he  was  of  opinion  that  he  would  have  been 
guilty  of  doing  that  which  he  could  not  have  honeftly  avowed  at  the 
time;  becaufe  he  could  not,  as  Minifter,  honeftly  avow  that  which 
would  be  injurious  to  this  country.  But  the  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman  on  the  jother  fide  had  faid,  he  did  not  underftand  how  this 
could  be  more  difficult  to  be  done  publicly  than  privately  ;  upon 
this  he  could  only  repeat  what  he  had  faid  already,  that  if  done 
publii^yy  it  ipuft'tiave  been  4one  at  once,  which  was  liabU  to  this 
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obje^on ;  either  the  fum  might  be  too  large  or  too  fmall  for  the 
purpofe  intended  to  be  anfwered  by  it.  In  the  cafe  of  being  too 
fmall,  it  might  operate  as  a  declaration  of  weaknefs  to  the  enemy,i 
which  might  be  attended  with  great  evil.  In  the  other  event,  that 
of  being  too  large,  it  might  be  injurious  to  our  pecuniary  interefts. 
Whereas,  by  the  mode  which  the  Miniiler  has  adopted,  the  incon- 
veniencies  of  either  extreme  were  avoided.  It  was  certainly  on 
that  ground,  that  gentlemen  who  took  particular  notice  of  the 
quantum4)f  the  fums,  had  chiefly  approved  of  the  meafure,  taking 
-  alfo  into  their  confideration  the  benefits  which  this  country  had  de- 
rived from  the  meafure.  It  appeared  by  the  cafes  which  had  been 
quoted,  that  money  had  fortnerly  been  iflfued  under  the  fame  form, 
and  on  occafions  much  lefs  urgent  than  the  prefent.  Indeed,  when 
he  confidcred  the  matter  fully,  he  was  rather  furprized  that  gentle- 
men (hould  perfift  in  their  oppofition  to  it. 

He  muft  take  notice  of  what  was  faid  by  the  honourable 
gentleman,  to  whofe  fpeech  he  had  fo  frequently  alluded  to-night, 
with  r^rd  to  theanceftor  of  his  right  honourable  friend,  and  as  to 
what  he  would  have  faid  of  his  fon,  were  that  great  perfon  now 
among  us.  Perhaps,  if  he  faw  fomc  of  the  meafures  of  Adminifba- 
lion,  without  feeing  the  neccflity  of  them,  he  might  be  difpofed  to 
feel  difapprobation ;  but  if  he  faw  what  induftry  had  been  em- 
ployed, to  deftroy  the  Conftitution  by  many  perfons  out  of  doors, 
and  how  fome  of  thofe  perfons  were  defended  within,  then  that 
great  Statefman  would  be  fully  fatisfied  that  his  fon  condu£led  him* 
felf  a^  a  man  who  loved  the  Conititution  of  this  country. 

Mr.  W.  SMITH  faid,  that  at  fo  late  an  hour,  and  when  th^ 
matter  in  queition  had  been  fo  very  ably  debated,  he  would  not 
trefpafs  at  any  length  upon  the  time  of  that  Houfe.  He  thought 
that,  in  a  cafe  of  that  nature,  it  would  be  much  better  to  go  by  the 
authority  of  books  written  upen  the  mod  mature  deliberation,  by 
perfons  who  had  well  (tudied  the  fubje(El,  and  who  were  competent 
to  judge  upon  it.  He  then  read  over  the  paflages  in  Mr.  Hatfell's 
fiook  of  Prece(icnts  produced  by  Mr.  Fox,  which,  he  faid,  he 
thought  were  ftronger  than  any  precedents  which  could  be  produced, 
a^  precedents  were  generally  made  to  apply  to  any  cafe,  from  mere 
circumftances  of  cafual  refemblance.  From  thefe  books,  he  was 
of  opinion  that  the  Minifter  had  aAed  wrong ;  and  the  amendment 
itfelf  contained  a  kind  of  acknowledgment  which  would,  he 
thought,  prevent  the  error  from  being  repeated,  or  the  fame  prin* 
ciple  from  being  aded  upon  again.  He  could  not^  indeed,  but 
remark,  that  the  amendment,  although  introduced  by  the  Minifter*8 
friend,  conveyed  confiderable  cenfure  upon  the  Minifler;  and. 
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taking  it  in  tbat  light,  he  oould  not  objc)%  to  itg  adoptiont  altiiougli 
the  condud,  nvhich  had  been  pwfued,  inigbt  defervc  a  ftronger 
cenfare. 

The  queftion  being  called  for, 

Mr.  FOX  in  reply  began  by  adverting  to  the  ailufions  which 
had  been  made  to  himfelf.     The  ri^t  honourable  gentleman  had 
not  thought  it  fuiiicient  to  defend  himielf,  but  he  had  chofen  to  ac* 
cufe  his  accu{ers.     The  right  honourable  gentleman  had  faid  that 
his  charad^er  was  hoftile  to  that  of  die  laft  Parliament,  and  that 
becaufe  he  was  generally  in  oppofition  to  the  majority  of  Parlia* 
ment,  he  was  to  be  confidiered  as  difqualified  from  vindicating  thdr 
privileges.     This  was  the  train  and  fpirit  of  the  obfervation— -fo 
that  according  to  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  every  Member 
of  that  Houfe  was  difqualified  from  difcuflTing  con(titutional  queftions 
who  did* not  enjoy  the  fmiles  of  the  Miniftef,  and  prove  his  love 
and  regard  for  the  liberties  of  his  country  by  his  fervili^  and  fub- 
fervicncy  to  the  Adminiftration  for  the  time  being,     Where,  Mr, 
Fox  demanded,  could  the  Houfe  really  look  for  the  defenders  of 
the  Conftitution  but  among  thofe  who,  difdaining  the  coniiderations 
of  places   and  peniions,  tiles  and  ribbandsy^  devoted  their  lives, 
and  fuch  talents  as  providence  Jiad  endowed  them  withal,  to  the 
fervices  of  the  public,  in  an  honeft  vigilance  with  refpeA  to  tti^ 
meafures  of  Government,  with  no  reward  but  the  approbation  of 
their  confcience  ?     The  right  honourable  gentleman  attacked  his 
enemies  without  any  regard  to  his  friends  ;  for  if  it  wer^  true  that 
to  have  been  long  in  oppofition  dii^jualified  a  perfon  from  afTcrting 
.  the  character  of  Parliament,  and  vindicating  the  Coni^iturion,  what 
muft'be  die  (kuation  into  which  he  put  his  new  friends  ?     V^hat 
would  become  of  the  Duke  of  Portland  and  Mr.  Burke  ?     For 
himfelf  he  took  the  imputation  of  hoAility  to  Government,    and 
to  the  Parliaments  that  had  fupported  Government,  as  a  compli- 
ment.    He  gloried  in  having  been  hoAile  to  the  Parliament  that 
fpent  above  i  o 0,0 00,0 ool.  of  money  in  fubjugating  America,  and 
in  being  hoftile  to  the  lafi  Parliament  who  fupported  the  Miniilers 
in  undertaking  a  war  unheceflarily,  and  unprovoked.     He  certainly 
thought  himfelf,  upon  comparifon,  better  entitled  than  the  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman  to  defei^  the  Con(Ktution ;  he,  who  at  the 
end  of  the  fburtli  campaign  of  a  moft   wadefui  war,  could  only 
boad  at  the  cxpence  of  more  than*  xoo,oco,oool.  that  ''  Wc  hod 
achieved  a  chance  for  faving  the  Confiitution.*'     With  him  the 
Handard  of  merit  was  political  ferviiity,  and  he  who  voted  with  in- 
dependence was  pronounced  to  be  hoftile  to  the  Conftitution*     If 
the  quedion  were,  whether  Parliament  was  to  be  defended  againfi 
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fome  pretended  hSdon  out  of  doors,  the  ri^t  honourable  gentle<- 
jnon  niighc  give  himfelf  the  air  of  fuperior  title  to^  its  advocate^ 
becaufe,  as  the  Miniftor  of  the  Crown,  he  had  chofen  to  bid  defiance 
Id  every  thing  in  the  popular  form  of  our  fyftem  ;  but  when  the 
qucftion  at  ifTue  was  between  the  Crown  and  the  Parliament,  it 
furely  could  be  no  more  of  a  point  which  of  the  two  had  the  fu<* 
perior  claim  to  be  the  advocate  of  the  privileges  of  that  Houfe. 
It  was  not  now  a  complaint  of  a  Mr.  Paine — ^not  an  alarm  about 
the  many  innocent  perfons  whom  he  had  brought  to  trial,  and  what, 
thank  God,  had  been  protected  by  the  laws  of  the  country ;  but  « 
more  formidable  enemy  to  the  privileges  of  Parliament  now  pr&* 
fented  itfelf,  the  executive  branch  armed  with  all  the  powers  which 
it  had  lately  obtained.  What  pafTage  of  his  life,  Mr.  Fox  de-» 
manded,  could  they  fcled  as  a  proof  that  he  was  not  the  man  to 
fupport  the  Conftitution,  againft  fuch  an  enemy,  rather  than  the 
right  honourable  gentleman,  whofe  whole  life,  almoft,  had  been 
devoted  to  the  encroachments  of  the  Crown  ?  Let  him  afk  even 
his  new  friends,  even  the  honourable  gentleman  then  at  his  (ide 
(Mr.  Windham),  whether,  if  they  wanted  an  alTociate,  not  an. 
ailbciat^  to  carry  on  a  war  for  the  purpofe  of  crufhing  liberty  in 
Fiance,  not  an  ailbciate  to  carry  on  a  war  along  with  die  defpots 
4)f  Europe,  for  the  purpofe  of  reducing  all  nations  to  flavcry,  fince 
for  fuch  an  aflbciatc  they  would  naturally  Iqok  to  the  right  honour- 
able gentleman ;  but  if  they  wanted  an  aflbciate  to  defend  the 
Conftitution  of  England  ag^nft  all  attacks,  whether  they  would 
not  even  yet  come  over  rather  to  his  fide  of  the  Houfe  than  look 
to  the  right  honourable  gentleman  ?  Whether  they  would  not 
rather  look  to  him,  who  had  never  once  abandoned  the  caufe  of 
the  people  and  of  Parliament,  rather  than  to  the  right  honourable 
gentleman,  who  had  in  no  one  indance  fupported  them  ?  He  had 
been  forced,  to  fay  fo  mucli  in  anfwer  to  the  ufual  declamatory  at<- 
tack  which  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  made  upon  him 
perfonally,  which  was  his  favourite  topic,  and  in  the  prefent  ieflion 
his  conflant  lefource.  In  his  opening  on  the  fubje<^  he  had  avoided 
every  foreign  obfervation,  and  he  (hould  now  come  back  to  the 
queftion  before-  the  Houfe.  He  had  faid  on  the  fird  day  that  this 
nnconftitutional  meafure  was  made  known,  that  it  was  a  meafore 
So  fraught  with  danger,  that  if  it  were  admitted,  it  went  in  fai6t  to 
the  dodbine  that  during  war  the  Conftitution  ought  to  be  fufpende<|^ 
and  that  the  Miniftcr  of  the  Crown  (hould  be  appointed  Pi«^«r. 
Yet,  now  it  was  aflerted,  that  he  had  fpoken  of  it  at  firft  as  sicxety 
an  pbje^onable  meafure.  He  had  fpoken  of  k  from  the  firfi  m&* 
0Mnt  in  the  £une  terms.  He  had  put  the  queftion  hypo^ieticially 
Vol.  I.  3  G ' 
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-i--be  had  fatd  that,  cven>  admitting  that  Germany  had  been  faved 
by  the  fuccour  given  to  the  Emperor,  and,  with  Germany,  that  even 
Great  Britain  had  beein  favcd,  KM  the  meafure  was  not  juftificd, 
becaufe  the  fa^mc  fuccour  might  have  been  given  by  conditutional 
means.      Parliament  might  have  been  confulted,  and  the  ^hole 
done  in  a  way  that  would  have  faved  us  from  this  outrage  on  our 
bcft  fccurity.     Since  the  firft  opening  of  the  bufinefs,  it  had  been 
difcover^d  that  a  great  part  of  the  money  had  gone  to  the  mainte- 
nance of  the  Prince  of  Conde  s  army.     Now  furely  there  could 
hav^  been  no  danger  in  avowing  this  to  Parliament.      It  did  not 
even  appear  in  the  diftribution- paper  of  the  vote  of  credit,  that 
the  money  had   been  fent  for  the  maintenance  of  the  Prince  of 
Cbnde's  army,  though  it  was  now  thought  advifeable  to  Aate  it  in 
that  way-      Here  then  was  proof  on  the  face  of  it  of  juggling  and 
fraud — for  finding  it  taken  up  by  the  Houfe,  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  had  chofcn  to  put  it  into  the  vote  of  credit ;  but,  faid  the 
right  honourable  gentleman,  it  is  a  fuperficial  view  of  the  fubjed 
to  take  the  account  of  the  remittances  from  the  dates  of  the  iflues 
•—they  ought  to  be  taken  fronvthe  period  bf  the  engagements  being 
formed ;  and   therefore  though  the  n^oney  appeared'  to  be  paid 
during  the  fitting  of  Parliament,  the  engagements  were  entered 
into  dnring  the  rcccfs.     He  Hiould  have  a  very  contemptible 
opinion  of  the  underdanding  of  the  Houfe,  and  of  the  people  of 
England,  if  they  permitted  themfelves  to  be  cajoled  by  fo  trifiing 
and  unfounded  a  diflind^ion  ;  and  if  they  did  not  exprefs  their  re- 
fentment  at  the  infalt  which  it  conveyed  upon  them.      For  what 
did  it  amount  to  r     That  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  firft  pro- 
mifes,  what  he  has  no  right  to  promifp,  namely,  fuccours  to  a 
foreign  power  to  be  advanced  from  time  to  time.  Parliament  meets 
before  thofe  fuccours  came  to  be  fent.     A  conftitutional  Minifter, 
confcious  of  having  done  an  extraordinary  thing,  whidi,  however, 
the  preffing'  neceflity  of  the  caTe  might  warrant,  would  have  taken 
the  very  firft  moment  to  communicate  what  he  had  done,  to  lay 
the  whole,  circumftances  of  the  cafe  before  them,  and  to  rcqueft  a 
bill  of  indemnity.     But  no  fuch  thing!     He  did  not  think  It 
wife  and  fafe  to  truft  the  fecret  to  Parliament  until  he  had  fulfilled 
his  engagements.     Perhaps  a  greater  outrage  on  the  dignity  of  the 
Houfe  could  not  be  offered  than  was  contained  in  this  explanation. 
He,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  could  only  fafcly  be  truftcd 
with  the  difpofiiion  of  the  moncj'  of  the  people  of  England,  but 
to  give  to  their  reprefentatives  even  a  hint  of  what  he  was  doing 
with  it,  might  have  utterly  defeated  tlie  very  end  of  the;  meafure. 
Parliament  might  have  viewed  the  racafqrc  in  three  ways.     They 
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might  have  thought  the  condu6t  of  the  right  .honourable  gentleman 
in  the  engagements  he  had  formed  pcrfc6lly  proper,  and  have  de- 
clared their  approbation  of  the  mcafure — or  they  might  have  thought 
the  meafure  improper  and  indifcrcct  in  itfelf — but  yet  being  under- 
taken, thought  it  unwife  and  dangerous  to  (lop  its  execution ;  in 
either  of  ihcfe  two  ways  there' would  have  been  no  eifential  incon- 
venience in  making'  known  the  matter  to  Parliament  on  the  firft 
day'  of  the  meeting.  But  there  was  a  third  mode  of  viewing  the 
fubjcft.  They  might  have  thought  it  a  meafure  fo  utterly  unwife 
and  improper — fo  injurious  and  fatal,  that  they  not  only  would  have 
cenfured  the  Minifter  for  making  the  engagements,  but  have  pre- 
vented their  execution.  But  this  he  had  taken  aire  to  provide 
againft.  "  No,  no,"  faid  he,  "  you  may  cenfure  mc;  you  may 
attack  my  charadler ;  but  I  have  taken  cafe  that  yoii  fhall  not 
fave  your  money.  Thank  God,  your  money  is  gone  to  Germany! 
You  cannot  get  it  back  again,  whatever  you  do  with  me.  My 
life  is  not  implicated  in  the  proceeding,  but  my  honour  is  in  your 
hands,  and  I  abide  the  refponfibility  of  the  meafure."  Mr.  Fox 
demanded,  if  this  was  language  to  be  endured  r  Was  it  not  an 
infulting  degradation  of  Parliament,  to  fay  that  they  were  not  fit  to 
be  confulted  on  the  difpofition  of  the  nwney  of  their  conffituents  ? 
Was  it  not  to  fay,  that  he  was  a  better  judge  than  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  ;  or  did  he  think  that  it  would  have  degraded  his  dignity 
in  the  eyes  of  foreign  Statefmen,  and  foreign  Cabinets,  to  own  that 
he  muft  confult  the  British  Parliament  before  he  parted  with  Bri- 
tifti  money  ?  This  was  .eka6»ly  what  the  Conftitution  impofed 
upon  a  Brlti(h  Minifter — What  every  man  who  venerated  that 
Conftitution  widied  to  fee  enforced — tliat  a  Britifh  Minifter  (hould 
be  forced  to  make  known  to  foreign  ftatefmcri  and  foreign  defpots 
—that,  however,  they  might  trample  on  their  miferable  people, 
and  rob  and  plunder  them  at  tlicir  pleafurc, — there  was  one  chofen, 
one  enviable  fpot  upon  the  furfacc  of  the  earth  where  men  had  af- 
fertcd  their  rights,  and  would  not  be  treated  as  flavcs.  If  it  was. 
done  for  the  pretext  of  fccrccy,  he  would  prove  that  fuch  fecregy 
was  as  felfe  in  policy  as  it  was  odious  in  morality.  The  ignorance 
of  the  extent  of  the  remittances  would  increafe  the  terror  of  the 
tranfport  of  our  fpecie — and  accordingly,  in  Auguft  and  September 
laft,  when  the  rumour  of  thefe  remittances  got  abroad,  the  fcarcity 
of  money  was  the  greateft,  .if  they  might  judge  from  the  difcounts 
on  navy  bills,  and  the  price  of  the  funds.  Was  it  to  be  believed 
that  the  fuccour  to  the  Emperor  would  not  have  been  more  efiica- 
cious  if  ki.own  to  all  Europe  ?  Would  it  not  have  had  influence 
upon  Fra  ce  if  they  had  known  that  the  Auftrians  were  to  be  fup- 
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plied  with  Briti(h  gold  ?  or  was  he  afraid  that  It  would  have  damped 
the  ardour  of  defpotifm,  that  the  Auftrians  would  have  fought  with 
lefs  fpirit  if  the  money  had  come  to  them^  tainted  with  the  Repub- 
lican odour  of  the  Britifh  Conditution  i  What  was  there  in  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  that  they  fhould  confide  in  him  fuch 
mondrous  powers  ?  ^  And  yet  he  fhould  rather  confide  in  him  per- 
fonally  than  he  would  In  office-^It  was  not  the  man  fo  much  a» 
the  Chancellor  of  tlie  Exchequer  he  dreaded.  Good  God  !  if  a 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  can  give  away  to  a  foreign  Prince 
l>2oo,oool.  without  making  it  even  known  to  Parliament,  what 
might  he  not  do  ?  What  fecurity  had  tliey  for  any  thin^  elfe  i 
Mr.  Fox  then  animadverted  on  the  amendment,  which,  he  faid^ 
was  inapplicable,  fince  it  left  out  one  compleat  branch  of  the  chai^ 
the  money  fent  to*  the  Prince  of  Conde's  army  -^and  it  talked  of 
not  drawing  the  pradJice  into  a  precedent,  except  in  cafe  of  neccflity, 
which  wanted  no  precedent  at  all,  fince  obvious  and  imperious  ne- 
ceflity  muft  bring  its  own  juftlfication.  He  then  went  over  the 
precedents,  and  (hewed  that  they  were  all  inapplicable,  even  ^e 
laft, — the  only  precedent  likely  to  coiintenance  an  infiraftion  of 
the  Conftitution,  drawn  from  his  own  Admmidration  under  the 
fupport  of  the  laft  Parliament.  The  right  honourable  gentleman 
had  laid  particular  ftrefs  on  the  precedent  of  1 7  44,  in  Mr.  Pelham's 
Adminiftration ;  a  precedent  which  Mr.  Fox  afferted  fo  far  from 
tending  to  fupport  his  defence,  was  dire£Uy  unfavourable  to  his 
own.  In  the  cafe  of  Mr.  Pelham,  whom  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  had  exultingly  defcribed  as  a  conftitutional  Mintfter ;  the 
money  fent  abroad,  was  fent  when  the  Parliament  was  not  fitting  ; 
in  the  prefent  cafe,  it  was  done  while  Parliament  was  fitting.  In 
the  cafe  of  Mr.  Pelham,  the  fum  was  fmall,  only  forty  thoufand 
pounds.  In  the  prefent  cafe,  it  was  no  lefs  than  fourteen  hundred 
thoufand.  In  Mr.  Pelham's  cafe,  fmall  as  the  fum  was,  the  matter 
was  ferioufly  and  warmly  taken  up  by  the  Parliament ;  and  how 
was  it  difpofcd  of?  Not  by  any  amendment,  but  by  the  previous 
qucfHon.  After^^'ards  the  papers  relative  to  the  matter  were  moved 
for  bv  the  Minifters  themfelvcs,  and  the  whole  was  fandioned  on 
the  ground  of  hcceffity.  ,  In  the  year  1744;  this  confHtutional 
Minifter,  Mr.  Pelham,  flopped  a  pending  treaty,  becaufe  a  hOndred 
thoufand  pounds  was  afkcd  for  on  the  part  of  our  ally,  rill  he 
could  obtain  the  fanction  of  Parliament,  before  he  would  advance 
the  money.  But  it  fcems,  that  becaufe  the  oppofition  had  failed 
in  vigilance,  in  this  inftance  of  money  advanced  in  1795,  this  was 
to  joftify  Minifters  in  going  on  in  the  fame  career.  How  did  this  .^ 
apply  to  the  condudt  of  Miniflersj  in  the  profecutions,  or  fitber 
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die  pcrfecutions,  that  took  place  four  years  ago  fbr  libeb,  iwlicn  hf 
the  diftoited  laws  of  that  country  of  legal  tyranny,  where  they  had 
obtained  verdiAs,  had  they  foft^ned  punifhment  or  granted  mercyy 
becaufe  (imilar  libels  had  in  former  inftances  been  pafTed  over  with 
impunitjr  ?  Mr.  Fox  concluded,  that  no  advantage  had  been  ^ned 
by  the  nr^anner  in  which  the  bufinefs  had  been  done ;  and  after 
hearing  the  Miniikr  fay,  that  he  would  perfift  in  the  (ame  courfe, 
he  would  only  fay,  that  if  he  continued  to  attend .  the  Houfe  he 
would  not  relinquiih  his  endeavours  to  obtain  marked  difapproba- 
tton  of  the  meafufe,  and  if  otherwife,  he  had  no  doubt  but  the 
people  woiild  find  abler  advocates.  But  if  this  meafure  was  not 
reprobated,  he  (hould  think  that  man  a  hypocrite  who  pretended  to 
fee  any  diftindion  becwecn  this  Government  and  an  abfolute  Mo» 
narchy.  He  had  made  ufe,  in  former  days,  of  ftrong  opinions—* 
he  did  not  retrad  one  of  them — he  had  no  hefitation  in  faying  that 
occafions  might  arife  even  in  a  comparatively  free  country^  when 
men  might  be  driven  to  the  neceflity  of  refi(hnoe. 
The  Houfe  then  divided  on  Mr.  Bragge's  amendment ; 

Ayes,  185  ;  Noes,  81. — Majority,  104. 
Previous  to  finally  difpofing  of  the  queffion,  Mr.  Fox  took  an 
opportunity  to  move  two  amendments : 

Second  amendment  (by  Mr.  Fox)  propofed,  to  infert  after  the 
word  "  credit,"  in  the  firft  propofed  amendment,  the  ^ords, 

**  It  being  the  opinion  of  that  Houie  that  certain  of  the  fums 
''  ftated  in  the  papers  laid  before  the  Houfe,  to  have  been  iflfued  on 
the  authority  of  the  vote  of  credit,  were  not  paid  on  the  faid  au- 
thority. " — Negati  \xd . 
Third  amendment  (by  Mr.  Fox)  propofed,  to  add  at  the  end  of 
the  firft  propofed  amendment  the  words, 

**  Although  no  documents  have  been  laid  before  the  Houfe  to 
"  prove  either  theneceffity  or  the  expediency  of  the  bid  meafure." 
Negatived. 

Refolvcd  finally, 

**  That  the  meafure  of  advancing  the  feveral  fums  of  money, 
''  which  appear,  from  the  accounts  prefirnted  to  the  Houfe  in  this 
**  feflion  of  Parliament,  to  have  been  iflfued  for  the  fervice  of  the 
Emperor,  though  not  to  be  drawn  into  precedent,  but  upon  oc- 
cafions of  fpecial  necefTity,  was,  under  the  peculiar  circum- 
**  ftances  of  the  cafe,  a  juftifiable  and  proper  exercife  of  the  dif- 
**  cretion  vefted  in  His  Majcfty's  Miniflers  by  the  vote  of  credit, 
'^  and  calculated  to  produce  confequences  which  have  proved  highly 
'<  advantageous  to  the  common  caufci  and  to.ithe  general  inteitfb 
**  of  Europe." 
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lift  tfibe  Mirtartty  on  the  nuiim  of  Mr*  Fox,  for  a  £rt£f  ctnfure  on 
Minijien,  for  advancing  m$ney  to  the  -Emperor  and  the  Prince  ^ 
Omdij  without  the  confeni  or  knowledge  of  Parliament  : 


Anion,  T. 
Aubrey,  Sir  John 
Baker,  J. 
Bampfyide,  Sir  C. 
Barclay,  G. 
Bstring,  Sir  F. 
Beanckrk,  C.  G. 
Biddolph,  R. 
8bd,  W.  W. 
KoQverie,  Honoar2d)le  £. 
Booverie,  Honourable  W. 
Eiogdcn,  J* 
Burch,  J.  R. 
fiardett,  F. 
-Bfng,  G. 

Cxvendiib,  Lord  G. 
Clayton,  Sir  R. 
^  Coke,£d. 
Cckc,  T.  W. 
Colhoun,  W. 
Co»rtciMy,  J. 
Davers,  Sir  C. 
Dalhwood,  Sir  J. 
Dnndas^  C. 

Dundas,  Honourable  L. 
Erikine^  Honourable  T. 
Fitxpatrick,  General 
Fletcher,  Sir  H. 
Foley,  Honourable  E. 
Fox,  Right  Honourable  C.  J 
Grey,  C. 
Green,  J* 
Haie,  J, 
Harrifon,  J. 
Huffijy,  W. 
Jcferys,  N. 
Jekyll,  J. 
|enrois,  J.  C« 
Xemp,  T. 
Knight,  R.  Payne 


Lemon,  Sir  W. 
Lemon,  J. 
Lloyd,  J.  R. 
Martin,  J. 
Milbanke,  R. 
Mildmay,  Sir  H« 
Milncr,  Sir  W. 
Nichols,  J. 
North,  D. 
Northey,  W. 
Ptters,  H. 
Plumer,  W. 
Porter,  G. 
Pultcncy,  Sir  W. 
Pultency,  Sir  J. 
Purfe,  H. 

Rawdon,  Honourable  G. 
Rawdon,  Honourable). 
Richardfon,  J. 
Ruffel,  Lord  J. 
Ruffcl,  Lord  W. 
St.  John,  St.  Andrew 
Sawbridge,  S.  E* 
Scudamore,  J. 
Sheridan,  R.  B. 
Shum,  G. 
Sitwell  Sitwell 
Spencer,  Lord  R. 
Stanley,  Lord 
Sturt,  C. 
Tarleton,  General 
Taylor,  M.  A. 
Townlhend,  Lord  J. 
Tufton,  Honourable  H. 
Tufton,  Honourable  J.    . 
Vane,  Sir  F,  F. 
Vyner,  R. 
Whitbrcad,  S. 
Walwyn,  J. 
Weftem,  C.  C. 


Laiwxence,  E. 

Tillers — Alderman  Combe,  and  W.  Smith. 

Thurfdayf   1 5/A  December. 

Mr.  WINDHAM  irtoved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  l^ill  to  explain 
and  amend  the  z6\  for  railing  the  Supplemental  Militia,  relative  .to 
k%  operation  within  the  Tower  Hamlets,     Granted. 
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It  being  moved  &at  Mr.  Allen  have  leave  to  go  into  the  cauntiy 
on  his  private  afiairs, 

Sir  WILLIAM  YOUNG  condemned  the  praflice  of  grandi^ 
leave  of  abfence,  without  a  fpecial  reafon»  while  a  call  of  the 
Houfe  was  impending ;  he  therefore  moved,  by  way  of  amend- 
ment, that  the  words  **  after  Saturday  next"  be  added  On  ihii 
quedion,  after  a  few  obfcrvations,  a  divifion  took  place,  when 
there  appeared. 

For  the  amendment,  18  ;  againft  it,  3 3-— Majority,  15. 

Sir  WILLIAM  YOUNG  dien  moved,  "  That  no  Member 
have  leave  of  abfence  till  after  Saturday  next,"  on  which  the  Houle 
again  divided, 

For  his  motion,  33  ;  againft  it,  13.— Majority,  20. 

Friday y   1 6th  December. 

The  following  are  die  names  of  the  Members  appointed  to  trf 
ihe  merits  of  the  Southwark  eledion  petition : 

Honourable  Edward  James  Elliot,  Chairmaiu 

James  Adams,  Efq*  W.  Cnmiingham  Bontiae*  Ef^ 

.  W.  James  Dennifon,  Efq.  Lord  C.  H.  Somerfet 

John  Spaldine,  Efq,  Napier  ChrUSe  Burton,  Sfq. 

G.  Porter,  Etq.  Lord  Edward  James  Stuart 

Sir  W.  W.  Wynne,  Bart.  Sir  John  Flcqning  Lciccftc* 

,   F.  Fane«  Efq.  Lord  Porchefter* 

MOMINCES, 

Charles  Dundas,  Efq.  John  Anftruther,  Efq. 

Mr.«TAYLOR  requefted  the  attention  of  the  Houle  to  a  fut]jeft 
^hich,  he  faid,  he  was  aware  required  an  apology  as  coming  from 
him*  He  was  forry  to  be  obliged,  even  for'a  moment,  to  detain  the 
attention  of  the  Houfe,  and  to  dired  it  to  fo  mean  an  individual  as 
himfelf.  The  perfonal  attack  of  which  he  had  to  complain,  wat 
alfoan  attack  on  the  privileges,  and  a  violation  of  the  rules  of  ibe 
Houfe,  and  as  fuch,  at  leaft  it  was  not  to  be  overlooked.  As  a 
Member,  therefore,  of  the  Houfe,  he  begged  leave  to  claim  thi^ 
prote£tion  againft  a  fcandalous  and  malicious  libel  which  had  lately 
appeared  in  an  evening  paper  called  The  Sun.  la  The  Sun  of 
Wedncfday  laft,  gendemen  might  fee,  if  they  would  take  the 
trouble  to  read  it,  a  moft  falfe  and  malicious  mifreprefentation  of 
the  fentiments  he  had  delivered  in  the  debate  of  the  precedti^ 
night :  nor  did  the  reporter  of  his  fpeech  content  himfelf  with 
putting  complete  nonfenfe  in  his  mouth,  and  notions  which  he 
never  entertained  ;  but  t9  this  meditated  mifteprefentation  of  his 
leociments,  was  added  a  ftring  of  comments,  which  could  leave  no 


4I&  PARLIAMENTARY  [Commons, 

4  • 

dbiibe  enihc  mM  cf  917  impartnl  inao».  of  the  ilUbcnl  and  ma- 
licious intention  of  the  writer.  Thcyfe  who  conduced  the  paper 
mi^U  perhaps,  be  a  little  partial  to  the  prefent  AdminiOration  ; 
for  whieh  he  had  nothing  to  aUe^  againft  it>  nor  did  he  mean,  on 
die  prefent  occafion,  to  infinualc  a  charge  againft  any  peribn  who 
had  a  fliare  in  His  Majefty 's  Government.  He  (hould  be  aibamed 
of  imputing  to  any  one  of  them  a  defire  to  promote^  or  a  wLdi  to 
connive  at  any  ill-founded  reprefentation  of  this  kind  againft  any 
individual,  ffill  lefs,  if  pofltUe,  againft  any  Member  of  that  Houfe. 
It  had  been  of  late  an  indulgence  of  die  Houfe  to  permit  ftningcrs 
to  be  prefenty  and  to  give  to  the  public  accounts  of  its  proceedings. 
No  perfon  wiftied  lefs  than  he  di(i  himfelf  to  refufe  a  continuance 
of  that  indulgence.  He  wifticd  all  the  difcufljons  of  the  Houfe  to 
be  open,  becaufe  he  was  well  convinced  of  the  public  utility  of 
making  known  to  the  nation  the  condudi  of  its  reprefentatives. 
He  was  aware  alfo  that  fome  mifreprcfentations  muft  unavoidably 
take  place  In  the  courfe  of  daily  publication ;  and  when  that  hap- 
pened to  be  the  cafe,  without  any  malicious  Intent,  he  fliould  be  one 
of  the  firft  to  attribute  it  to  the  incorrednefs  with  which  fuch  repoits 
muft  neceflarily  be  attended.  He  was  as  little  defirous,  he  be- 
lieved, to  obftru(3  the  channel  whereby  thq  proceedings  of  Parlia- 
ment were  communicated  to  tbe  public,  as  any  man  in  the  Com- 
mons' Houfe,  or  ki  the  country.  What  he  complained  of  in  the 
prefent  inftance  was,  a  wilful  and  malicious  mifreprefentation  of 
what  he  faid.  In  that  view  of  the  matter  he  knew  he  had  a  right 
to  the  proteSion  of  that  Houfe.  He  had  no  wi(h  that  the  galleiy 
Aould  be  (hut,  or  that  ftrangers  fhould  be  excluded ;  on  the  con- 
trary, he  was  defirous  that  all  poftible  indulgence  ftiould  be  (hcwti 
.towards  ftrangers,  becaufe  he  was  aware  the  public  were  benefited 
by  their  admiflion ;  but  he  trufted  that  fuch  an  indulgence  ftiould 
not  be  perverted  to  calumniate  the  Members  of  the  Houfe.  He 
was  entitled  to  call  on  the  Attorney  General  to  profecate  the  author 
of  this  grofe  and  malicious  libel,  or  to  move  that  the  publisher  of  it  * 
ihould  appear  at  the  bar  of  that  Houfe  to  anfwer  for  fuch  a  publi- 
cation. Thofe  who  knew  him  would,  be  believed,  allow  these 
was  not  much  of  malide  in  his  compofition :  he  defired  only  the 
common  right  of  av  Member  of  the  Houfe  to  addrefs  the  Speaker 
when  he  though  an  occafion  called  for  it,  without  being  wilfully 
and  malicioufly  mifreprefented.  He  had  been  fo  in  the  paper  to 
which  he  had  alluded.  He  had  d^  paper  in  his  pocket ;  but  he 
ihould  be  aihamed  to  read  it.  If  any  gentleman  would  read  it,  be 
;!  would,  he  believed,  agree  with  him,  it  contained  die  moft  illiberal 

[1  iete£KonS|  the  moft  giofe  and  vulgar  maRce,  tfiat  ever  was  pub- 
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lithtd  agaihft  any  individual.  He  had  no  malice  againft  the  author^ 
xibr  did  he  know  any  reafon  why  the  author,  wAoever  he  was,  Ihould 
have  any  malice  againft  him.  His  principal  intention  was  to  point 
die  cenfure  of  the  Houfe  againfi  fuch  (hameful  abufes,  and  to  claim 
their  pxotedHon  againft  any  attempt  thus  induftrioufly  and  deliber- 
ately to  throw  difcredit  on  an  individual. 

The  Right  Honourable  General  FITZPATRICK.  The 
French  Revolution  is  an  event  of  fuch  prodigious  magnitude,  that 
diere  is  no  circumftance,  either  immediately  or  remotely,  conneded 
with  it,  which  docs  not,  in  fome  degree,  affedt  tlie  interefts  and  po- 
licy of  all  other  nations ;  more  efpecially  of  fuch  as  have,  in  confe- 
quence  of  it,  found  themfejves  engaged  in  war.  According  to  my 
conceptions,  therefore,  the  fubjcdl  wl^ich  it  is  my  prefent  purpofe  to 
bring  under  the  deliberation  of  the  Houfe,  cannot  be  confidered  as 
fcreign  to  the  jurifdi£tion  or  cognizance  of  the  Britlfli  Parliament. 

It  is  now  near  three  years  fince,  in  the  lad  Houfe  of  Commons,  * 
I  moved  to  addrefs  His  Majcfty  to  befeech  his  gracious  interpofition 
with  a  power,  then  an  ally  of  this  country,  to  obtain  fome  mitigation 
of  the  unjuft  and  cruertrcatment  of  certain  diftinguilhod  members 
of  the  French  Conftituent  Aflcmbly,  whom,  not  the  chance  of  war, 
but  the  cv^tful  circumAances  of  the  times  had  thrown  into  the 
hands  of  the  powers  then,  leagued  in  a  war  againft  their  country— 
I  mean  General  La  Fayette,  together  with  two  other  refpedtable  per- 
ibns,  at  that  time  languifliing  in  the  prifons  of  our  ally,  the  King 
of  Pruffia,  and  now,  ^s  I  am  well  informed,  experiencing  a  fate 
ftill  more  rigorous,  in  the  dungeons  of  another  of  our  allies,  the 
Emperor  of  Germany.  Having  upon  that  occalion  thought  it  ne- 
cciTary  to  enter,  at  fome  length,  into  a  detail  of  the  conduit  of  the 
unfortunate  perfons  concerned,  I  (hall  fpare  the  Houfe  the  trouble 
of  hearing  any  repetition  of  thofe  particulars  ;  contenting  myfelf 
with  remarking,  that  among  fuch  as  have  been  able  to  pre ferve  their 
minds  free  from  the  contagion  of  violence  and  prejudice  which«lias 
too  generally  prevailed,  and  have  looked  at  the  Revolution,  in  its 
commencement  or  its  progrefs,  with  any  thing  of  a  difpaffionate 
view,  there  have  not  been  found  any  reafoni  for  withholding  from 
thefe  perfons  the  full  credit  of  purity  and  redtitude  of  intention. 
I  urged  the  Houfe  to  the  adoption  of  that  motion  upon  the  joint 
ground  of  policy  and  humanity.  The  circumfhnce  of  our  having  • 
now  relinquifhed  all  hopes  of  conciliating  a  p^rty  in  France,  by 
fome  may  poffibly  be  thought  to  have  weakened  the  firlt  of  thefe 
pleas.  Were  this  fo,  which  I  am  by  no  means  inclined  to  admit, 
the  time  which  has  elapfcJ,  and  the  aggravated  hardfiiips  of  the 
unhappy  fufFercrs,  muft  be  allowed  proportionably  to  have  added 

Vol.  I.  3H        . 
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Arengfh  to  the  latter.  But  I  have  laid,  that  I  by  qd  means  admit 
the  firft  of  thdie  pleaAo  be  weakened,  becaufe  in  a  moment  wheh 
queffions  of  the  hig^ieft  political  nature  are,  firom  the  circumftances 
of  the  times,  occupying  tfie  public  mind  of  every  civilized  nation,  I 
coniider  it  to  be  a  moft  injudidous  and  fatal  policy  for  tbemfelves, 
for  thofe  who  are  defuous  of  creating  a  preponderance  of  opiruon  in 
favour  of  monarchical  ibrms,  to  exhibit  to  the  world  a  flagrant  in- 
flance  of  l>arbarity  and  opprtlLion,  ^ich  cannot  fail  to  excite  in  the 
minds  of  all  men  an  indifpofition  ton^rds  thofe  governments  under 
whofe  authority  it  is  exercifed. 

I  ieooUed>  that  an  ingenious  and  honourable  friend  of  mine 
(Mr.  Sheridan),  in  the  lafl  Parliament,  when  he  was  diawlng  a 
finking  and  melandioly  [i£lure  of  the  foppoTed  declining  fiate  of 
this  country,  obferved,  that  one  remarkable  circumfbmce  feemed  to 
diftinguiih  it  from  all  examples  afibrded  by  htAory  of  countries  in 
*a  fimilar  fituation :  this  circumftance  he  ftsited  to  be,  that  although 
there  appeared  a  total  deficiency  and  decay  of  all  public  virtue^  the 
piivate  virtue  of  the  nation  had  been  at  no  period  more  coi^picyous. 
I  muft  acknowledge,  that  the  grounds  upon  which  my  hanouitMt 
friend  founded  this  latter  part  of  his  opinion  did  not  iimnedistely 
foggeft  themfelves  to  my  mnd ;  but,  widiout  coinciding  adtpgethcr 
with  the  q>inion,  I  could  not  but  obierve,  that  the  fate  of  4ie  mo- 
tion I  am  this  day  renewing,  af&rded  a  ftriking  illuftration  of  the 
juftiGd  of  it.  When  the  (ubjedt  I  am  now  fpeaking  of  was  fifll 
mentioned  within  thcfe  walls,  the  bumafne.  feelings  of  every  indi- 
vidual feemed  to  fympathize  in  an  univerfal  abhorrence  of  fuch 
detefhUe  tyranny.  But  when,  encouraged  by  diefe  promiling  ap« 
pearances,  I  brought  forward  a  proportion  with  a  view  c^giving  efSidt 
t»  tfaefe  benevolent  fenfsftions,  no  fooner  did  the  Minifter  f^p  fbr« 
wiard  in  oppofition  to  it,  than  the  voice  of  private  virtue,  but  a  fbw 
daiys  before  fo  audible,  was  huihed  into  a  total  filence ;  and  the 
motion  was  negatived  by  a  confideraUe  majority ;  among  whom 
muft  have  been  many,  who,  in  their  individual  capacities,  had  ex- 
preficd  Cheir  difapprctetion  of  that  oppreflTion  which,  in' their  public 
charaAer,  they  did  not  heiitate  to  countenance  by  dieir  votes. 

In  the  grounds  of  his  oppofitibn  to  that  motion,  the  Minifter  did 
not  attempt  to  defend,  or  even  psdliate  the  enornuty  which  he  was 
fenlible  fo  many  of  his  fopporters  fhrunk  back  from  the  contem* 
plation  of  with  horror.  There  wasbut  one  Member  (Mr.  Burke)  in 
the  Houfe  who  ventured  to  go  that  length :  and  the  fplendid  abili- 
ties of  that  Member  were,  at  that  time,  exerted  in  fupport  of  fo 
many  wild  and  eccentric  doArines,  dodlrines  at  this  day  abandoned, 
Mi  irtuch  ought  to  be  looked  back  to  with  regret  and  contrkkm  bf 
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tinfe  ivho  encoufaged  them.  Aat  one  may  not  unreafonably  Indulge 
a^bope  that  this  may  prove  one  of  thofe  exq^i&s  wh^re  his  do- 
quenoe  feduced  our  predeceflbrs  into  a  conduA  we  (hall  not  be  dif- 
poTed  to  imitate.  The  Miniftcr,  however,  as  I  before  obferved, 
was  too  judicipus  to  adopt  fuch  a  line  of  oppofition.  He  entered 
into  a  defence  of  the  original  grounds  of  the  detention  of  La  Fay- 
ette,  and  expatiated  upon  the  impropriety  of  oyr  interference  in 
what  he  treated  as  the  concerns  of  a  foreign  independent  Sovereign. 
I  do  not  feel  it  ncceflary  to  revive  at  prefentthe  difcuflion  of  thofe 
points  which  have  been  fo  loi^  before  the  public ;  I  retain  the 
opinion  I  then  held  and  fupported,  that  fu(^x)rmg  the  original  arrcft/ 
or  temporary  detention,  of  La  Fayette  to  \)e  juOifiable,  when  once 
the  true  condition  of  himfelf  and  his  companions  had  been  afcer- 
tained,  when  it  appeared  that  they  had  not  been  taken  bearing 
arms  againft  any  of  the  powers  at  war,  nor  employed  in  any  func- 
tion nrfiatfoever  by  the  enemy,  that,  being  neither  capable  of  being 
con(idered  as  prifoners  of  war,  or  prifoners  of  ftate,  their  imprifon- 
ment  became  an  unwarrantable  a£t  of  injuftlce  and  oppreflion. 
With  refpeft  to  the  impropriety  of  our  interference  with  a  foreign 
power,  I  truft  we  (hall  not  hear  that  ai^nment  inHfled  upon  this  day. 
The  King  of  Pruflia,  previous  to  his  withdrawing  from  our  alliance, 
determined  no  longer  to  continue  in  the  odious  chara<Ster  of  the 
common  gaoler  of  the  confederacy :  he  tradsferred  the  prifoners  to 
the  Emperor  of  Germany,  it  is  faid,  with  an  obfervation  which 
has  been,  indeed,  but  too  cruelly  Terified,  that  he  believed  they 
would  tK)t  find  their  condition  much  benefited  by  the  exchange. 
Thus  do  abfolute  Princes  fport  with  the  liberties  and  fufferings  oF 
mankind.  Should  it  be  this  day  urged,  that  thefe  unhappy  men 
being  ilill  die  prifoners  of  a  foreign  independent  Sovereijgn,  our 
interference  upon  the  fubjed  would  be  fti  11  liable  to  the  fame  ob- 
je6lion,  I  am  prepared  to  meet  fuch  an  argument  by  a  dire£l  con- 
tradidion  of  the  h&  upon  which  it  js  founded. 

I  alTert,  that  General  La  Fayette  and  his  fellow  fufFerers,*  are  not 
the  prifoners  of  the  Emperor  of  Germany  ;  and  upon  what  autho- 
rity do  I  make  this  aflertion  ?  Upon  the  molt  indifputable  the  cafe 
will  admit  of,  upon  the.  authority  of  the  Emperor  of  Germany 
himfelf. 

i  ihould  here  feel  myfelf  called  upon  to  requcft  the  particular  at- 
tention of  the  Houfe,  were  I  not  perfuaded  that  the  fubjedt  is  in 
itfelf  fo  interefting  to  every  feelir^  of  humanity  as  to  need  no  effort 
of  mine  to  imprefs  it  more  forcibly  on  the  pr>inds  of  thofe  who  hear 
me.  If  1  am  fpeaking  in  an  affemUy  of  Engjiflimen,  I  have  no 
feiur  that  wh  t  Tarn  proceeding  to  ftate  will  not  fufficiently  ei%agc 
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their  attention.  The  unfortunate  perfon  of  whom  I  have  beeo 
fpeaking,  to  compenfate,  perhaps  to  enable  him  to  bear  the  feveie 
lot  he  has  been  doomed  to  fuffcfy  is  the  huiband  of'  a  woman, 
whofe  name  will  be  revered  as  long  as  exalted  virtue  (hall  com- 
mand refpcdy  or  unmerited  aiSidion  (hail  infpire  compaflion  in 
the  breads  of  men — a  woman,  exhibiting  in  thefe  days^the  exam- 
ple of  another  Arria,  devoting  herfelf  to  ^  voluntary  participation  of 
all  the  rigors,  barbarities,  and  opprelTions,  a  Claudius  or  a  Ncto  can 
inflid  upon  her  perfccuted  hufband.  It  has  been  faid,  that  the 
age  of  chivalry  is  gone,  that  all  refpe6k  and  loyalty  to  fex  have 
been  obliterated  in  thefe  times.  Never  will  I  fuffer  to  efcape  my 
lips  a  word  which  may  be  conftrued.  into  a  reflcdiion  upon  the  me- 
mory of  the  unfortunate  Princefs,  whofe  perfecutioiis  gave  occafion 
to  the  obfervation :  but  furcly  his  mind  muft  be  Angularly  framed, 
his  e}'es  muft  be  ftrangcly  dazzled  by  the  fplendor  of  fuperior  rank 
and  elevated  ftation,  who  can  fo  feelinglr  deplore  the  undeferved 
fufferings  of  the  ill-fated  Queen  of  France,  yet  contemplate  without 
pity  the  afBidtions,  furely  no  lefs  undeferyed,  of  the  unhappy  wife 
of  La  Fayette. 

This  admirable  pattern  of  female  heroifm  and  virtue,  provi- 
dentially efcaped  from  the  fangs  of  the  rclentlefs  Roberfpierrc,  (for  it 
is  the  glory  of  her  hu(band  to  have  been  equally  an  objcA  of  hatred 
to  tyrants  of  all  defqriptions,]  had  fcen  her  mother,  her  fifter,  to- 
gether with  all  her  nearelt  and  dcarcl^  relations,  draped  to  a 
miserable  death  upon  a  fcaffold,  on  which,  during  a  whole  year,  (he 
had  been  in  the  daily  expedtation  of  ending  her  own  melancholy 
exiftence.  She  availed  herfelf  of  the  liberty  the  fall  of  her.  pcrfe- 
cutor  reftored  to  her,  to  fly  from  the  prifons  of  anarchical  tyranny 
to  the  fuccour  of  her  huiband  langui(hing  in  the  dungeons  of,  what 
is  called}  a  regular  and  legitimate  government.  She  had  the  g|Ood 
fortune  (for  without  fome  dexterity  and  contrivance  it  could  not 
have  happened)  to  obtain  ah  audience  of  the  Emperor  at  Vienna, 
together  with  her  two  daughters,  the  eldeft  not  yet  feventcen  year* 
of  age— (he  threw  herfelf  at  his  feet  imploring  his  clemency  for  her 
unfortunate  huiband : — but  if  his  liberty  was  too  great  a  iavour  to 
be  hoped  for,  foliciting,  at  leaft,  that  his  family  might,  by  par* 
taking,  be  permitted  to  alleviate  the  mifery  of  his  imprifonment^ 
and  fuffered  in  the  melancholy  gloom  of  his  dungeon  to  adminifter 
thofe  endearing  confolations  of  conjugal  afFed^iou  and  filial  duty, 
which,  under  the  moft  bitter  afflidions,  might  fuftain  the  fortitude 
of  a  huiband  and  a  father.  The  Houfe  will  readily  believe,  that 
the  perfon  to  whom  thefe  fupplications  were  addrefl'ed  could  not 
liilcn  to  them  without  emotion.     The  prefcnt  Emperor  has  not 
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leached  a  time  of  life,  he  has  not  been  long  enough  either  in  the 
world,  or  upon  a  throne,  to  have  acquired  that  callous  infcn- 
fibiltty  which  too  frequently  is  found  to  harden  the  hearts  of  thofe 
by  whom  the  councils  of  Sovereigns  are  diredcd.  He  received 
her  folicitations  with  kindnefs  aod  indulgence  ;  he  applauded  and 
aprefled  his  admiration  of  the  gcnerofity  of  her  condud.  To  the 
Tcqueft  of  joining  her  huiband  in  his  prifon,  he  immediately  ac- 
ceded ;  but  with  refpeS  to  the  more  material  /ubje6l  of  her  in- 
trearics,  he  ufcd  thcfe  remarkable  exprcflions :  ff^ith  rffpeSi  to  his 
liberty  J  it  is  a  complicated  affair^  upon  which  my  hands  are  boiknd. 

Of  the  truth  of  this  declaration  of  the  Emperor  having  been  con- 
veyed in  thefe  words,  I  hold  in  my  hand,  and  am  ready  to  produce, 
the  incontrovenible  teftimony  of  the  interefting  pcrfon  to  whom 
they  were  fpoken.  This  faft,  thus  authenticated,  I  defy  HisMa- 
jefty's  Minifters  to  contradift  ;  and  upon  this  faft  I  appeal  to  the 
Houfe,  whether  I  am  not  warranted  in  the  aflertioii'  I  have  made, 
that  La  Fayette  is  not  the  prifoner  of  the  Emperor  of  Germany. 
Before  I  ftate  what  (hikes  me  as  the  irreftiblc  inference  from  this 
fafl,  perhaps  the  Houfc  may  be  dclirous  of  learning  the  fequel  of 
the  melancholy  tale  I  have  been  relating.  This  incomparable 
woman,  having  thus  obtained  the  Emperor's  c^nfent  to  be  admit- 
ted into  the  prifonof  her  hulband,  haftcned  to  Olmutz,  the  place  of 
his  confinement.  It  (hould  feem  that  the  favour  the  bad  obtained 
was,  by  fome  pcrfons  of  authority  in  the  Imperial  Court,  con- 
iidered  as  too  great  an  indulgence  to  have  been  granted  i  for,  upon 
her  arrival,  no  means  were  left  unattempted  to  diffuade  her'  ixova 
the  execution  of  her  virtuous  purpofe.  An  officer  prcpofed  to  the 
immediate  guard  of  the  dungeons,  acquainted  her  that  her  huf- 
band,  having  attempted  his  cfcape,  was  fubjc<^ed  to  the  utmoft 
rigor  which  the  fcvere  regulations  of  thefe  prifons  prefcribcd  ;  that 
before  (he  took  the  final  refolution  of  immuring  herfelf  with  him, 
it  was  juft  to  apprize  her  that  (he  could  not  be  exempted  from  them. 
Thcfe  menaces  were  not  capable  of  (baking  the  firmnefs.of  a  mind 
Jikc  hers :  but  it  is  truely  painfuly  to  relate,  that  thefe  menaces 
have  been  carried,  into  the  (Irid^eft  execution.  What  a  fcene  muft 
the  re-union  of  this  unhappy  family  have  prefented  in  the  circum- 
ftances  under  which  they  met !  In  her  interview  with  the  Em- 
peror he  had  a(rured  her,  that  (he  would  find  her  hu(band  treated 
with  lenity  and  indulgence.  It  is  melancholy  to  refled^,  that 
Monarchs,  in  abfolute  governments,  (hould  fo  often  be  made  the 
inftruments  of  oppreflTions  of  what  they  are  thcmfelves  unconfcious ! 
Having  received  thefe  aiTurances,  what  m\A  have  been  her  feelings 
when  (he  found  her  hdband  (Inking  under  the  aggravated  feverities 
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ef  his  imprifonffient !  Emaciated,  debarred  the  fig^t  of  evtgf 
huQian  being,  except  his  mercilefs  gaolers,  deprived  of  the  benefit 
of  frcfli  air,  though  labouring  under  a  pulnnonaiy  comptainr,  which 
made  it  peculiarly  neceflagr  for  him !  When  flie  leamod»  that 
the  firftchange  of  raiment  he  had  been  allowed,  was  in  oonfcquence 
of  her  arrival,  when  the  tattered  rags,  which  fcarceljr  covered  his 
body,  had  been  exchanged  for  a  garb  of  the  ooarfeft  materials ;  ^n 
indulgence,  however,  •  not  given  without  the  infult  of  informing 
him,  that  the  coarfcft  materials  had  been  purpofely  Ibught,  as  fuch 
alone  he  was  worthy  to  be  cloarhed  with.  For  the  treatment  (he 
herfelf  was  to  expedl,  what  muft  have  been  her  fenfatioris,  when 
her  rcqueft,  that  hcrfdf  and  her  daughters  might  be  allowed  the 
fervices  of  an  attendant  of  their  own  fex,  was  peremptorily  refufed! 
By  the  rigid  laws  of  the  prifon,  ftridly  enforced,  it  is  only  during 
day- light  that  any  prifoners  are  permitted  to  be  abicnt  from  their 
refpedive  cells  ;  ccnfequently,  during  thefe  dreaiy  winter  months, 
their  innocent  and  unofTending  daughters,  by  a  folitary  confinement 
of  iixteen  hours,  in  their  own  dungeon,  purchafe  the  permiiTion 
c^  devoting  the  remaining  eight  to  the  duty  of  confoling  their  un- 
happy parents.  It  may,  perhaps,  be  thought,  I  know,  indeed,  it 
has  been  faid,  that  thefe  are  Exaggerations  unworthy  of  credit : 
that  fuch  enormities  fhould  appear  incredible,  I  am  not  furprized  ; 
but  that  they  are  literally  true,  I  have,  from  evidence  incontrover- 
tible, the  fulleft  convicHon.  But  why  fhould  ive  difbelieve  thefe 
inftances  of  barbarity,  when  they  are  ^equalled,  if  not  furpaffed,  by 
others,  of  which  the  public  is  in  poffeflion  of  authentic  proof  ? 
Whatever  trials  the  fortitude  of  a  female  mind  may  refill,  the  deli^ 
cacy  of  a  female  frame  is  not  formed  to  encounter  fo  rude  a  treat- 
ment ;  accordingly  we  find,  that  the  health  of  this  unfortunate  lady 
has  fuffered  under  it  feverely.  For  the  benefit  of  medical  advice 
and  afTifhince,  (he  petitioned  to  be  allowed,  for  a  (hort  time,  to 
repair  to  Vienna.  What  a  refinement  of  cruelty,  what  a  &vage 
delight  in  accumulating  afflidions  upon  an  afBidled  mind,  does  the 
anfwer  to  her  requed  exhibit !  After  a  folicitation  of  th^e  mondis 
this  anfwer  was  procured,  and  delivered  to  her  by  the  Governor  of 
the  fortrefs  :  *\  That  his  Imperial  Majeffy  had  been  pleafed  to  de- 
^'  termine,  that,  on  no  confideration  whatever,  (he  ^ould  be  per* 
'*  mitted  to  go  to  Vienna  ;  but  that  (he  might  quit  the  priibn,  on 
**  condition  of  never  returning  to  it."  The  permifTion  to  go  fo 
Vienna,  where  pofTibly  another  interview  with  the  Emperor  m^ht 
have  opened  the  eyes  of  this  unfortunate  Prince  to  the  enormities  of 
which  his  Miniflers  made  him  the  inftrument,  was,  at  any  rate,  to 
be  guarded  againft  ;  but  the  requeft  to  quit  the  prifon  for  medical 
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aSiftance  was  scquidced  in.  Obftrve,  hDwever,  the  inkuman^  the 
^aMieal  condition  annexed  to  it :  **  y>j  ;  you  may  quit  the  prifon 
<*  of  yocft*  hoiband  to  feek  medical  advice ;  but  mark^  it  is  to  re^  . 
"  turn  no  more :  you  have  iacrificed  your  health  to  obtarin  the  Ib- 
^<  ciety  of  your  hufband ;  you  (hall  now  facrifice  the  ibciety  of  your 
^<  hoiband  to  d>tain  the  recovery  of  your  health."  There  is  really 
lan  ingenuity  of  conception  in  diis  refinement  of  baibarity  which 
feems  to  difgrace  the  genius  of  the  dramatic  poets  of  all  ages  who 
have  endeavoured  to  paint  tyranny  in  its  mod  odious  and  deteftable 
culourB. 

I  will  now  read  to  the  Houfe  the  patient,  calm,  and  afleding 
reply  of  die  unhappy  fufferer  to  this  favage  infult,  upon  the  beft  and 
tendereft  feelings  of  which  the  human  heart  is  capable : 

Letter  of  Madame  de  la  Fayette. 

* 

^  The  Commandant  of  Oloiutz  informed  me  yedeFdayy  that, 
**  in  anfwer  to"  my  requeft  of  beixig  allowed  to  gD  for  eight  days  to 
'<>  Vienna  for  die  purpofe  of  confulttng  the  faculty,  his  Imperial 
**  Majefty  (ignified,  that  on  no  confideration  whatever  I  am  to  be 
''  permitted  to  vifit  that  capital ;  and  that  he  will  confent  to  my 
"  quittii^  this  prifon  only  on  condition  of  never  entering  it  more. 
*'  I  have  the  honour  to  reiterate  the  anfwer  which  I  made  to  the 
'<  Comniandant.  To  folicii*  the  afliftance  which  the  (late  of  my 
'^  health  requires,  is  a  duty  which  I  owed  my  family  and  my 
^  friends ;  but  they  are  fenHble  that  it  is  not  pofllble  for  me  to 
'*'  purchafe  it  at  the  price  at  which  it  is  offered.  I  cannot  forget, 
**  that  while  we  were  both  on  the  point  of  perifhing — ^me,  by  the 
*<  tyranny  of  Roberfpierre ;  M.  dc  la  Fayette,  by  the  moral  and 
"  phyfical  fufFerings  of  his  captivity— that  I  was  not  allowed  to 
**  obtain  any  account  of  him,  or  to  inform  him  that  his  children 
'<  and  myfelf  were  yet  in  exigence ;  and  nothing  (hall  tempt  me 
'<  to  expofe  myfelf  a  fecond  dme  to  the  horrors  of  fuch  a  feparation. 
**  Whatever,  then,  may  be  the  (tate  of  my  health,  or  the  inconve- 
^'  niencies  which  may  refult  to  myfelf  and  my  daughters  from  this 
"  habitation,  we  will  all  three  avail  ourfelves  with  gratitude  of  tlie 
"  goodnefs  of  his  Imperial  Majefty,  who  permits  us  to  (hare  liis 
**  captivity  in  all  its  details*"  , 

This  letter,  thfc  authenticity  of  which  cannot  be  queftioned,  re- 
veals to  in  another  inftance  of  atrocious  cruelty  to  which  fbe  had 
been  eicpofed.  She  cannot  fbiger,  that  while  they  were  on  the 
point  of  perifhing  in  Aeir  refpe^ive  dungeons,  (he  had  not  been 
aUowed  to  obtain  sifiy  aeeount  of  him,  or  to  hiform  him  that  his 
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children  or  herielf  were  yet  in  exigence.  Why^  let  me  afk,  are 
Ike  cnrcumftances  )  have  related  to  be  AippoTed  exaggecated  JRates 
of  .barbarity,  when  fuch  barbarities  as  thefe  are  in  proof  before  us  ? 
With  a  forrowy  which  I  am  certain  all  who  hear  me  will  partake, 
I  have  to  inform  the  Houfe,  that  in  this  alarming  (bte  of  health, 
ihe  has  been  to  this  hour  fuffercd  to  languith  in  a  prifon,  which, 
there  is  too  much  reafon  to  apprehend,  will  fliortly  beoome  the 
tomb  of  (b  much  virtue*  Among  all  the  horrible  crimes  to  which 
the  French  Revolution  has,  in  its  progrefsj  given  birth,  thofe  who 
love  to  contemplate  human  nature  in  its  more  favourable  points  of 
\{iew,  will  derive  fome  confolation  to  their  wounded  feelings  from 
its  having  given  occafion  to  the  difplay  of  fuch  exemplary  virtue. 
I'hofc  who  conflder  religion  as  the  befl:  and  fured  foundation  of  all 
virtue,  will  learn  with  fatisfadlion,  that  until  her  misfortunes  gave 
fcope  to  the  exertion  of  the  great  qualities  of  her  mind,  the  eminent 
piety  of  this  lady  had  been  the  moft  diAinguifiiing  feature  of  her 
charadtcr.  But  what  will  thofc  friends  of  religion  think,  when 
they  are  told  that,  by  thofc  governments  who  have  hypocritically 
afl[e£ted  to  be  waging  war  in  the  caufe  of  religion  itfelf,  that  piety, 
by  which  (he  was  diftinguiflied,  has  been  converted  tnto  an  addi- 
tional inftrumcnt  of  torture !  By  the  tenets  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
periuafion,  we  know  how  very  ftriclly  the  duties  of  confeffion  and 
qf  hearing  mafs  are  enjoined.  If,  in  the  poignancy  of  her  afflic- 
tions, the  accumulated  injuries  of  her  oppreffors  could  be  fuppofed, 
in  a  mind  of  fuch  angelic  purity,  to  have  excited  a  momentary 
emotion  of  rcfenrmcnt,  and  have  difturbed  the  meek  tranquillity  of 
Chriflian  refignaiion,  it  is  a  torment  to  her  confcience  not  to  be 
fuffercd,  in  the  acknowlcc^genicnt  of  it,  to  fulfil  that  duty  which  her 
religion  has  prcfcribcd.  I'hc  opportunity  of  fulfilling  thefe  duties, 
by  fincerc  and  devout  Roman  Catholics,  confidered  as  facred  and 
indifpenfable,  have,  by  a  Government  pretending  to  be  fighting  the 
caufe  of  that  very  religion,  been  abfolutcly  refufed  to  her  repeated 
^nd  preffing  folicitaiions. 

The  Houfc  is  probably  impatient  to  be  relieved  from  the  detail 
of  fuch  diftrcffing  circumflances.  Many  more  have  come  to  my 
knowledge,  which  the  delicacy  of  difclofing  the  means  by  which 
they  have  tranfpired,  prevent  niy  touching  upon.  I  am  aware» 
that  by  fome  the  agitation  of  this  fubjed  is  confidered  as  more  inju- 
rious than  beneficial  to  the  unfortunate  perfons  it  relates  to.  Any 
anonymous  obfervations  of  that  nature,  I  (hould  think  unworthy 
of  notice.  But  fince  I  gave  notice  of  this  inotion,  a  paper  has 
been  put  into  my  hands,  where,  I  confefs,  it  was  with  concern  I 
found  a  writer  of  eminence  and  ability  adopting  this  language. 
2 
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• 
Whoever  has  read  much  of  what  has  been  written  during  the 
courfe  of  the  Revolution,  muft  be  acquainted  with  the  various 
publications  of  M.  Mallet  du  Pan.  In  a  letter,  addrefled  to  the 
editor  of  a  Paris  Journal,  I  find  him  pofitively  contradiding  a  (late- 
ment  which  that  editor  had  made  of  the  ill  treatment  of  the  pri- 
foners  of  Olmutz,  telling  him,  that  bjrthe  reprefcntation  he  has 
given  of  it  he  has  made  himfclf  the  Eclor  of  ImpoJiure»  •  From  what 
fources  M.  Mallet  du  Pan  has  drawn  his  information,  I  do  not 
know  :  in  his  contradiction  of  the  rigorous  treatment  of  the  pri*- 
ibners  of  Olmutz,  from  the  refpedtable  chara<^er  he  bears,  I  hope, 
and  am  willing  to  believe,  that  he  is  himfelf  only  the  Echo  of  Im-^ 
fojhkre.  Thofe,  however,  who  have  been  converfant  with  bis, 
former  writings,  will  certainly  nbferve  that  lie  has,  in  this  inihuwCt ; 
adopted  fomewhat  of  a  morecoi^rtly  flrain  than  is  perfedly  QoaGi^. 
tent  with  the  liberal  principles  of  rational  liberty,  ^oi;  which  he  haf . 
ufually  profefTed  himfclf  the  advocate.  Hq  declares,  that,  in  com- 
mon with  the  reft  of  the  world,  he  laments  the  fate  of  thefe  unhappy . 
prifoners  :  he  declares  himfelf  likewife  pcrfedtly  ignorant  with  re-  • 
fpeA  to  the  caufes  of  their  confinement.  Tliis  ignorance  he  cx>n- 
fiders  as  impofing  a  duty  upon  all  prudent  men  of  an  entire  filencc 
upon  the  fubjedl,  and  recommends  it  to  their  friends  to  endeavour, 
by  all  the  means  in  their  power,  that  thefe  unhappy  perfons  (liould 
be  wholly  foigotten  till  hidory  (hall  have  removed  the  veil*  which 
at  prefcnt  covers  this  myilerious  bufinefs.  His  indignation  is  with- 
out bounds,  when  he  finds  this  journalid  holding  forth  to  Europe, 
under  the  colours  of  a  Caligula,  a  Monarch,  of  all  others,  th« 
mo(l  di(lingtti(hed  for  clemency ;  yet  he  tells  us,  that  this  Monarch 
holds  in  his  prifons,  neither  he  nor  any  one  elfc  can  conje^ure 
wherefore,  a  perfon  to  whofe  charadler  he  himfelf  affixes  the  epi- 
thets eflimahU  and  irreproachalk.  M.  Mallet  du  Pan  mufl  pro- 
duce other  indances  of  clemency,  I  believe,  before  he  perfuades 
Europe  to  fubfticute  the  name  of  Titus  to  that  of  Caligula  in 'be- 
half of  the  objedt  of  his  panegyric.  This  writer  certainly  does 
little  honour  to  the  government  he  undertakes  to  defend,  when 
he  adds,  that  the  friends  of  La  Fayette  will  produce  no  other 
cfiedls,  by  their  complaints,  than  exciting  the  powers  upon  whom 
his  liberation  depends,  to  lengthen  his  captivity.  •  I  will  not  fop- 
pofc  that,  with  the  rulers  of  a  free  country,  a  remonftrancc  againd 
opprefTion  will  be  fuppofcd  capable  of  producing  an  aggravation 
of  it.  So  far  from  entertaining  fuch  an  opinion,  I  do  not  appre- 
hend that  I  am  doing  any  injury  to  the  caufe  of  La  Fayette  in 
this  country,  when  I  fay  that  whatever  fentiments  may  be  here 
entertained  of  tl)e  principles  he  has  maintained  and  adted  upon^ 
Vol.  I.  3  I 
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I  know  that  he  would  not  to-morrow  purchafe  his  liberty  bj  the 
retrafhition  of  any  one  of  them.     I  will  not  believe  diat  in  this 
country  it  will  be  imputed  to  him  as  a  crime  that  he  refufed  the 
liberty  which  was  offered  to  him,  upon  his  firft  arreft,  at  Namur, 
upon  the  condition  of  betraying  the  army,  of  uriiich  he  had  relrn- 
quiihed  the  command,  to  the  enemy.     I  will  not  believe  that  this 
country  haibours  any  ill  will  againft  a  native  of  France,  becaufe  he 
was  the  original  inftitutor  of  thofe  natbnal  guards  which  have 
enabled  France  to  cftaUiih  her  Republic  againft  the  united  efforts  of 
all  Europe ;  ftill  lefis  will  I  believe  that  there  can,  in  any  quarter 
of  this  country^'  lurk  againfl  him  a  narrow  and  vindiAive  fpirit 
wUch  can  be  gratified  in  beholding  the  friend  and  pupil  of  the 
illoflrious  Walhington  perifhing  in  a  dungeon  upon  account  of  his 
politieal  principles,  even  though  fuch  principles  may  have  been 
originally  imbibed  in  fupporting  the  caufc  of  America  againd  Girat 
Brteun.     If  fudi  confiderations  can   Simulate  the  malignity  of 
vengeance  in  arbitrary  and  defpotic  governments,  it  becomes  as  to 
fliew,  diaty  under  a  free  oon(Utution,  fentiments  more  liberal  and 
magnanimous  are  generated  in  the  human  mind. 
-  I  owe,  many  apologies  to  the  Houfe  for  having  confumed  to 
much  of  their  time  upon  a  futujeA,  ^  aigument  upon  which  is 
comprized  widiin  fo  narrow  a  compafs.     I  revert,  therefore,  to  the 
declaration  of  die  Emperor,  the  ground  upon  which  I  reft  the  ab- 
Mute  neceflify  of  taking  fome  ftcp  to  vindicate  die  national  honcxir 
from  the  obloquy  which  that  declaration  has  thrown  upon  it.     We 
ate  in  as  full  pofleflion  of  the  authenticity  of  that  declaration  as  the 
^  nature  of  'the  cafe  can  poflibly  admit.     'Let  any  one  who  tjppofes 
tius  modon,  undertake  to  explain  by  whom,  unlefs  by  lus  allies, 
the  hands  of  the  Emperor  are  bounds  upon  this  fubje£l  \  and  let  me 
afk,  if,  after  this  declaration,  known  and  circulated  as  it  is  through 
Europe,  thefe  prifoners  are  fufiered  flill  to  languifh  in  their  prefcnt 
miferable  condition,  to  what  member  of  the  alliance  will  the  com- 
mon voice  of  all  mankind  impute  the  h,&,  ?     If,  as  we  were  elo- 
quently and  triumphantly  told  by  Mr.  Pitt,  eveiy  Englifliman, 
from  the  highed  to  the  loweff,  is  entitled  to  his  (hare  of  the  glory 
of  the  Archduke  Charles's  vidlories,  where  (hall  that  Englilhman 
flielter  himfelf  from  an  equal  (hare  of  that  difgrace  and  ignominy, 
that  which  an  £ngli(hman  (hould  feel  as  die  worft  of  ignominiesi 
which  belongs  to  the   perpetrators  of  cruelty,  injuftice,  and  op- 
preflion  ?     To  free  the  country  from  the  obloquy  of  lying  under 
fuch  an  imputation,  is  the  object  of  the  modon  I  (hall  fubmit  to 
the  Houfe.     The  moment  in  which  I  am  fpeaking  is,  perhaps,  of 
all  others,  the  mod  fcafonable  for  a  meafuxc  of  die  nabue  of  diat 


which  I  propofe.  We  have  fet  on  foot  a  negotiation  for  peace,  on 
the  fucceisful  liTue  of  which  the  wiihes  of  fuffering  humanity  are 
fixed  with  anxiety  to  expectation.  In  fuch  a  moment^  is  it  not  to 
be  hoped  that  the  fcnfatlons  of  rancour  and  animolity,  which  have 
but  too  long  filled  our  bofoms,  are  at  length  fubfiding  into  milder 
and  more  charitable  feelings  ?  Sure  I  am,  that  the  parties  who 
will  be  beft  entitled  to  credit  for  their  fincerity  in  wiftiing  a  fortu- 
nate conciufion  to  this  negotiation,  are  thofe  who,  upon  entering 
into  it,  give  a  pledge  of  their  conciliating  and  pacific  difpofition,  by 
divcfling  their  minds  of  thofe  habits  of  virulence  and  acrimony 
which  (he  nature  of  fuch  a  contefl  has  but  too  fatally  given  birth 
to,  and  fomented  among  all  the  parties  engaged  in  it.  May  I  b<; 
allowed  to  fuggedy  that  the  a£t  of  mcrcv,  humanity,  and  jufiice 
I  am  now  recommending,  would,  on  the  part  of  the  allies,  be  no 
(light  indication  of  that  temper  pervading  their  councils,  which  is 
beft  calculated  to  promote  the  attainment  of  the  great  objed  to 
which  the  hopes  and  •  wifhes  of  all  the  nations  of  Europe  are,  at 
this  moment,  fo  anxioufly  directed  ? 

Indulging  a  hope  that  the  Houfe  may  concur  with  xne  in  view- 
ing the  fubjedl  in  this  light,  I  move. 

Tint  an  humble  addrcis  be  prefcnted  to  His  Majefiy,  to  xt- 
prefent  to  His  Majefiy,  that  it  appears  to  this  Houfe  that  the  de- 
tention of  General  La  Fayette,  Bureau  de  Pufy,  and  Latour 
"  Mauboutgh,  in  the  prifon  of  His  Majefty's  ally,  the  Emperor 
^  of  Germany,  is  highly  injurious  to  his  Imperial  Majefty,  and  to 
*'  the  oomnK>n  caufe  of  the  allies ;  and  humbly  to  implore  His 
'*  Majefly  to  intercede  in  fuch  manner  as  to  his  wifdom  fliall  feem 
"  moftpn^r  for  the  deliverance  of  thefe  unfortunate  perfons." 

Mr.  SHERIDAN.  Sir,  I  rife  with  the  utmoft  readineis  and 
fatisfad^ion  to  feocmd  the  motion,  which  has  jufi  been  made.  But 
I  will  not  for  a  moment  prevent  you  from  dating  the  queftion  to 
the  Houfe,  nor  will  I  rifque  the  chance  of  weakening  the  impref- 
(ion  made  upon  the  underftanding  and  feelings  of  the  Houfe,  by 
adding  any  thing  to  what  has  been  fo  forcibly  arKi  eloquently  ad* 
vanced  l^  my  honourable  friend,  tilV  I  hear  what  can  poflibly  be 
urged  in  oppofition  to  that  irrefiftible  appeal  which  he  has  made 
to  the  juflice  and  humanity  of  a  Britifh  Legiflature. 

Mr.  Cliancellor  PITT.  I  readily  admit  that  a  more  flriking 
and  pathetic  appeal  was  never  made  to  the  feelings  of  the  Houicy 
than  in  the  eloquent  fpecch  which  intnxluced  the  motion  of  the 
honourable  gentleman.  IrrefiAible,  however,  as  that  appeal  was, 
addreiled  to  the  fenfibiUty  of  every  individual  prefent,  I  am  aware 
tliat  this  is  a  qtieitian  to  be  decided  by  the  underihinding  alone,  and 
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therefore  cannot  decline  ftating  to  the  H<Jufc  my  reafpns  for  nega* 
tiving  the  motion.  It  is  more  particularly  incumbent  upon  me  to 
undertake  the  talk,  as  the  right  honourable  gentleman  in  that  part  of 
his  fpcech  which  was  the  moft  argumentative,  referred  patticularly 
to  what  I  had  faid  on  a  former  occafion.  The  argument,  indeed, 
lies  within  a  narrow  compafs.  I  hope  I  need  not  declare,  that  if 
I  were  fatisfied  of  the  cxiftence  of  the  fafts,  even  to  the  tenth  part 
of  what  has  been  ftated  by  the  honourable  gentleman,  and  if  it 
depended  upon  me  to  decide  whether  thofe  fad^s  (hould  continue 
to  exift,  I  (hould  not  for  a  moment  hefitate  what  courfe  to  purfue. 
I  am  perfuaded,  that  if  the  circumftanccs  were  fuch  as  have  been 
defaibcd,  and  the  cafe  of  a  nature  which  came  within  the  cogni- 
zance of  the  Hoafe,  there  could  not  poflTihly  exift  the  fmalleft  dif- 
ference of  opinion  on  the  fubjedi.  But  I  contend,  that  however 
the  Houfe  may  be  affefled  by  the  reprcfentation  of  fad^s,  w»hich 
has  reached  the  honourable  gentleman,  and  which  I  have  no  doubt 
he  has  reafon  to  believe  to  be  true,  though  I  have  heard  a  very  op- 
pofite  ftatement  of  the  tranfaclion,  that  the  cafe  is  one  wliich  does 
hot  properly  call  for  our  interference.  The  Hcrufc  are  in  polfcflion 
of  no  fadls  which  authorife  them  to  take  any  decided  ftcp  on  the 
occafion  ;  there  is  nothjng  to  fatisfy  them  that  the  detention  of  La 
Fayette  is  a  circumftance  at  all  to  be  influenced  by  their  authority, 
or  connedled  with  any  exertion  of  their  power.  However  their 
humanity  be  intcreftcd  in  the  recital,  confidered  as  a  queflion  of 
political  relations,  it  is  not  one  which  docs  at  all  Come  within 
their  cognizance.  But  how  does  the  matter  ftand  ?  The  honour- 
able gentleman  has  quoted  a  verbal  report  of  a  fpeech  of  his  Im- 
perial Majefty,  who  is  reprefented  as  having  faid,  **  That  the 
matter  did  not  depend  on  him  ;  that  it  wa^  a  very  complicated 
affair;*  that  his  hands  were  bound  up.".  He  therefore  fuppofcs  from 
this  declaration  of  the  Emperor,  that  the  detention  of  La  Fayette 
is  an  event  which  depends  on  the  will  of  His  Britannic  Majcfhr, 
as  an  ally  of  that  Prince.  But  upon  what  ground  Is  fuch  a  fup- 
pofition  formed  ?  From  whatever  motive  of  duty  or  obligation 
the  Emperor  may  have  a^cd  in  adopting  this  mcafure  of  the  de- 
tention of  La  Fayette,  by  what  inference  can  it  be  concluded  that 
the  King  of  Great  Britain  is  either  complicated  Tn  the  motive,  or  a 
party  to  the  engtigempnt  ?  '  As  to  the  queftion  of  any  fuch  engage- 
ment, I  now  declare  in  the  moft  public,  folemn,  and  explicit  man- 
ner, thslt  I  know  of  no  obligati^jn  exprcffed,  implied  or  underftood 
by  His  Majefty,  as  at  all  conneded  with  the  tranfaftion.  I  know 
of  no  communication  that  has  paflcdon  the  fubjeS  between  the 
Courts  of  London  and  Vienna.     Nb-opinion  has  been  aflccd  from 
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tiUs  country,  nor  has  any  rcafon  been  afforded  to  believe  that  It 
a  queftion  on  which  we  could  have  any  influence  to  decide.  It  is 
a  tranfaftion  in  which  His  Majci^y  has  not  had  the  fmalleft  partici- 
pation, and  with  refpeftjo  which  he  can  have  no  right  to  inter- 
fere. As  to  the  colours  in  which  the  honourable  gentleman  has 
reprcfentcd  that  traTifa<9ion,  there  can  be  but  one  feeling  :  and  to 
whatever  degree  the  reprefcntation  may  be  juft,  if  it  was  a  cafe  ia 
which  the  Aoufe  could  with  propriety  interfere,  there  could  be  but 
one  fcnuroent  as  to  the  courfc  which  ought  to  be  adopted  on  the 
prcfcnt  occafion.  For  my  own  part,  whatever  be  the  ground  of 
his  original  detention,  which  I  do  nof  now  mean  to  difcufs,  how- 
ever juftifiable  the  right  which  may  have  been  cxerclfed  in  the  firft 
inftance,  I  have  no  hcfitation  in  faying  with  refpeft  to  him,  as  with 
rcfpedl  to  any  other  individual,  that  if  the  feverity  of  his  impri- 
fonment  is  carried  to  any  thing  beyond  what  is  ncceffary  for  the 
purpofe  of  fafe  cuftody,  if  it  is  accompanied  with  any  circumfhtnces 
of  infult,  cruelty,  and  outrage,  fuch  a  conduft  cannot  fail  to  meet 
the  ftrongeft  reprchenfion,  and  to  excite  the  warmeft  indignation  in 
every  manly  and  feeling  mind.  }Vc  have  no  means  of  judging 
of  the  fails  ;  very  oppofite  (latements  have  undoubtedly  been  fulv 
mitted  to  the  public.  But  even  after  the  fympathy  which  has 
been  produced  by  the  narrative  of  the  honourable  mover,  I  will 
venture  coolly  to  fubmit  to  the  judgement  of  the  Houfe,  whether 
we  are  bound  to  take  upon  ourfelvcs  the  refponfibility  of  any  acl  of 
cruelt)",  injuftice,  or  opprcffion,  which  may  be  Ct)mmittedby  a  power 
wnth  whom  we  arc  upon  a  footing  of  amity  and  alliaiKe?  If  wc 
admit  the  principle  in  one  inftance,  we  muft  equally  adopt  it  in  alL 
Wc  muft  take  up  the  refolulion  not  to  continue  in  habits  of  intcr- 
couHc  and  friendly  communication  with  any  foreign  ftate,  while  wc 
leave  unredrcfled  any  aft  of  feverity,  cruelty,  barbarity,  and  opprcf- 
fion,' which  we  may  fuppofe  to  be  fahflioned  by  the  Government. 
The  honourable  gentleman  adverted  to  the  fufferings  of  the  partners 
of  La  Fayette's  captivity,  under  the  tj^ranny  of  Roberfpierre.  I 
need  not  remind  the  Houfe  how  greatly  the  cruelties  exercifed  to- 
warfls  thoufands  by  that  bloody  tyrant  exceeded  thofe  which  arc  rc- 
prefenred  in  this  inftance  as  exercifed  towards  one  individual ;  nor 
were  the  viflims  of"  his  oppreffion  of  a  charafter  Icfs  deferving  than 
the  objeft  who  is  now  held  out  to  your  compaflion,  many  of  thcm> 
indeed,  were  pcjfons  of  the  moft  exalted  virtue.  But  was  it  ever 
ftated  by  gentlemen  on  the  other  fide,  that  the  cruelty  of  Rober- 
fpierre was  a  rcafon  which  ought  to  prevent  us  from  forming  any 
connexion  with  his  Government,  and  entering  into  habits  of 
friendly  inter^ourfe  with  the  French  nation  ?     Did  not  they  hold 
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a  diredljr  q)pofite  line  of  Argument  i     And  in-  replying  to  their 
fuggeftions  in  favour  of  immediate  negociadon,  did  we  ever  urgjs 
our  horror  of  the  perfon  of  the  tyrant  or  deteflation  of  his  crimei 
as  the  reafons  why  we  could  not  adopt  their  tecomroendation  ?  On 
the  contrary,  wc  were  mo(t  careful  to  fiate  that  the  fame  principle 
which  gave  birth  to  his  crimes,  alfo  operated  in  a  way  which  pre* 
chided  us  from  any  hope  of  being  able  to  treat  with  efle^.     We 
faidy  '^  Show  us  the  fecuriry  that  we  may  expedl  from  the  refult 
of  negociation,  and  we  (hall  then  be  ready  to  treat :  we  (hall  wave 
all  objections  to  the  chara(£lcr  and  conduA  of  the  Government*  if 
you  (hall  convince  us  that  thcfe  are  not  connedcd  with  ciicum* 
llancesy  which  operate  as  a  bar  to  peace."     If  we  faw  nothii^  in 
the  character  of  tl\at  (Government  to  prevent  negociation,  provided 
a  proper  fecuriry  could  have  been  obtained,  can  we  poflTiUy  admit 
the  principle,  that  in  proportion  to  our  connection  with  a  foreign 
power,  we  take  upon  ourfelves  a  refponfibility  for  the  feparate  oon- 
cerns  of  the  Government,  and  the  particular  tranfa£lions  fandioned 
by -their  authority?    Whatever  judgement  wc  may  entertain  with 
refpedi  to  the  tranfa£tiozi  in  queition,  whether  the  Minifters  of  his 
Imperial  Majcfly  have  advifed  him  well  or  ill ;  whether  they  have 
a£lcd  conformably  to  the  law  of  nations  and  the  rights  of  war  in  the 
detention  of  M.  La  Fayette,  we  are  not  called  to  prpnounce  upon 
any  decidon  which  they  have  adopted.     We  have  no  more  rij^ 
to  interfere  in  this  inftance  than  with  refpc£l  to  any  other  exercife 
of  municipal  authority.     Are  we  to  make  a  condition  of  our  con- 
nexion wiih  any  foreign  country,  that  its  criminal  law  (hall  be 
equitably  and  leniently  adminiftered ;  or  if  juftice  be  penrerted 
from  its  courfe,  and  punifliment  rigoroufly  inforced,  to  conceive 
that  the  guilt  is  ours,  if  we  do  not  interfere  with  the  means  of  re- 
drcfs  r    Let  us  put  a  Wronger  cafe  than  the  prefent  inihnce.     Let 
us  fuppofe  that  any  body  of  fubje£ts  in  Hungary  (hould  complain 
that  the  rights  of  the  nation  were  invaded,  and  the  people  reduced 
to  a  (late  of  the  moft  abje^l  and  cruel  opprcflion  ^  would  we  in  con- 
fequence  of  fuch  reprefentation  be  entitled  tb  interfere  in  order  to 
vindicate  their  privileges,  and  rcfcue  them  from  the  tyranny  of  ^ 
fovereign  ?     But  let  us  bring  the  cafe  home  to  ourfelves^  and  a(k 
how  this  country  would  feel  if  any  interference  were  attempted  by 
a  foreign  power  with  rcfpcdt  to  the  proceedings  of  its  Government  i 
I  hope  diat  this  country  never  will  nor  can  produce  any  parallel  in- 
Aance  to  the  tranfaXion  in  quellion.     But  let  us  for  a  moment 
fuppofe  that  we  were  parties  to  any  tranfadion  of  fuch  a  nature  as 
to  excite  feelings  of  compaflTion,  regret,  and  horror  in  foreign  nations, 
and  to  produce  from  them  an  interference  founded  on  fuch  fenti- 
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;  would  we  oonceiVe  them  jaftified  to  make  their  feelings  the 
ihndard  of  our  condufi-^to  fet  up  their  judgement  in  oppofition  to 
oat  authority,  and  by  their  interference  control  our  independence  ? 
I  will  ftate  a  ftrong  cafe.  Let  us  fuppoTe  that  fome  country,  not  a 
party  to  the  flave  trade,  (bould  take  upon  itfelf  to  interpofe  with  re- 
aped to  our  condud  in  this  traffic — If  humanity  and  jufticc  are 
abftraAIy  ftated  as  fuiEcient  grounds  of  interference — here  is  a 
trade  carried  on  in  oppofition  to  the  eternal  principles  of  juflice, 
and  accompanied  with  inftanccs  of  cruelty  and  outrage  the  moft 
(hocking  to  humanity.  What  inftance  of  individual  oppreflion 
can  be  put  in  competition  with  the  injufiice  of  a  traffic  \Thich  ftrikes 
at  the  root  of  every  moral  obligation  ?  What  cafe  of  private  fuf- 
feringcan  be  broi^ht  forward  fo  attrocious  in  its  nature  or  dreadful 
in  its  circumilances  ?  Yet  feeling  as  I  do  on  that  fubjedl,  and  fup- 
pofing  even  the  Emperor  actuated  by  iimilar  fentiments,  would  I, 
or  thofe  who  think  with  me  on  the  queffion,  conceive  his  Imperial 
Majefty  to  be  jullified  if  he  made  the  fuppreflion  of  the  Have  trade 
a  condition  of  his  alliance  with  us  ?  Would  not  every  man  in  this 
Houfe  repulfe  with  indignation  this  interference  with  our  domcfiic 
economy,  this  invafion  of  the  authority  of  our  Government,  this  in- 
fiiit  to  our  national  independence  ?  I  will  not  dwell  longer  on  the 
iiAjed.  No  inftance  of  fuch  interference  as  is  now  propoTcd  hat 
ever  occuned  at  any  former  period.  No  cafe  has  been  made  out, 
which  calls  upon  die  Houfe  to  interfere,  nor  could  fuch  interferetice 
be  attempted  without  eftabliihing  a  principle  of  the  moft  unwar- 
rantable tendency ;  rnconliflent  with  the  internal  policy  and  inde- 
pendent rights  of  foreign  Dates.  I  cannot,  therefore,  comply  with 
the  invitation,  wludi  the  honourable  gentleman  has  held  out,  to  in* 
terfere  in  this  inftance.  It  would  be  improper  for  this  Houfe  to 
take  any  (hare  in  a  tranfaAion,  which  in  no  degree  comes  within 
dieir  province,  and  on  which  their  decifion  could  have  no  influence. 
I  defire,  however,  moft  explicitly  to  fiatc,  that  it  (hall  not  in  fu- 
ture be  underftood  or  fuppofed,  that  it  depends  on  any  determina- 
tion of  diis  Houfe,  or  on  any  right  of  this  countr}',  to  prevent  die 
Emperor  ftom  prolonging  the  detenfion  of  M.  La  Fayette. 

Mr.  FOX.  When  upon  the  queftion  to  which  the  attention  of 
the  Houfe  is  now  dircAed,  I  find  on  throne  fide  an  appeal  fo  for- 
^ly  made  to  humanity,  to  juftice,  and  to  policy,  which  it  is  at- 
tempted to  elude  l^y  an  elaborate  difplay  of  fophiftry;  on  the  other, 
I  cannot  delay  one  moment  to  give  utterance  to  the  fendments 
with  which  I  am  iftiprtiTed.  Notwithftanding  the  difapprobation 
I  &el  of  the  manner  in  which  the  right  honourable  gentleman  has 
aigtMtf  the  fubjeAj  I  am  glad  to  find  one  good  cSk&  that  has  arifcn 
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feom  the  diicoflion ;  I  rgdce  to  find  that  the  enmrmity  which  wf^ 
honourable  friend  lb  eloquently  painted,  is  at  length  admktod  f 
diat  it  is  agreed  that  France  in  the  word  dmes  of  the  tyranny  of 
Roberfpierre,  that  the  hiftory  of  the  vorld  cannot  produce  an  in-> 
fiance  of  injuAice,  of  cruelty,  of  opprcfTion,  more  aggravated,  thou^ 
not  in  the  extent,  in  principle  and  in  the  individual  application,  than 
the  treatment  which  General  La  Fayette  has  experienced  from  the 
ally  of  this  country.     But  the  right  honourable  gentleman  doubts 
the  truth  of  the  faAs  which  have  been  (lated.     Certainly  dierc  h 
no  legal  proof,  no  formal  evidence,  to  fubftantiate  them ;  but  with-^ 
out  any  very  favourable  opinion  of  the  candour  of  gentlemen  upon 
the  other  fide,  a  quality  which,  with  regard  to  myfelf,  I  cannot 
difcover  in  them  any  e:^traordinary  difpodtion  to  pra6life»  I  will 
undertake,  if  ncceffary,  to  furnifli  fuch  evidence  as  cannot  fail  to 
place  the  matter  beyond  difpute,  and  which  they  thcmfelves  can- 
not refufc  to  admit.     But  is  not  the  circumftance  a  matter  of  no- 
toriety ?  Is  it  not  true  beyond  the  poflibility  of  contradi£iion  ?  Can 
any  degree  of  doubt  be  thrown  upon  the  anfwcr  which  Madame  Lsl 
Fayette  received  from  the  Emperor,  or  the  letter  in  reply  to  the  al- 
ternative that  was  propofed  to  her  application  ?  £>o  we  not  know  that 
a  Government  embarked  in  a  war  in  defence  of  religion,  the  prin- 
cifde^  of  humanity^  and  the  exigence  of  focial  order,  upon  the  re- 
queft  of  this  illuftrious  Lady,  do  not  merely  refufe  the  favour^  but, 
as  my  honourable  friend  fo  well  exprefTed  it,  with  a  diabolical  re- 
finement of  cruelty  and  of  infult,  conncdled  the  refufal  with  an  in- 
fidious  endeavour  to  tempt  her  from  her  honourable  and  virtuous 
purpofe  ?    What  are  the  terms  which  they  annex  to  the  indulgence 
they  offer  ?     You  muft  not  come  to  Vienna ;  you  may  go  clfe- 
where  ;  but  it  is  upon  condition  of  the  dcfcrtion  of  your  hu(hand 
for  ever !  The  letter  which  records  this  infulting,  this  inhuman 
propofal,  is  public  ;  its  authenticity  is  inconteftable.  And  can  we 
doubt  that  the  Miniflers  who  on  thi^  occafion  advifed  the  Emperor, 
who  cannot  be  fuppofed  to  have  been  unacquainted  with  the  true  * 
charader  of  this  detellable  proceeding,  to  commit  an  outrage,  to 
difgrace  himfelf  by  an  a<ft  of  cruelty,  never  furpafled  by  the  ty- 
ranny of  Robcrfpierre,  are  guilty  of  thofc  other  circumftances  which 
have  been  imputed  to  them  with  refpedl  to  the  detention  of  La 
Fayette  ^    Let  us  not  think  to  juftify  the  condud  by  any  doubt  of 
its  truth.     The  fadts  are  fuch  as  every  man  may  judge,  and  the 
only  refult  of  his  judgement  muft  be  that  they  are  true.     But,  fays 
the  right  honourable  gentleman,  if  we  inteifere  upon  the  prefent 
occafion,  ftrong  as  it  is,  we  violate  the  general  prmciple  that  pro- 
hibits us  to  interfere  in  the  internal  regulations  of  independent  - 
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fisttes.     lias  ht,  however^  forgDtten  the  general  aigument  vrhkh 
he  has  (o  frequently  utged  to  us  upon  many  important  queffion^  i 
*^  I&  the  principle  to  be  admitted  with  no  limitation  ;  can  the  rule 
*'  fuflfer  no  exception  ?"     The  only  difiererice  we  have  had  with 
hini  is,  whether  in  the  cafes  for  whkh  he  contended  the  exception 
Was  to  be  endured  i     When  the  power  of  the  Crown  is  to  be  in-* 
creafed  at  the  expence  of  the  liberties  of  the  people,  when  the  Con- 
ftitution  is  to  be  infringed,  when  the  privileges  of  the  Houfe  are 
to  be  difregardcd^  the  right  hor)ourable  gentleman  has  no  objedioil 
to  abandon  the  principle,  and  to  be  guided  by  the  exception ;  and 
U  is  oilly  when  an  illuftrvous  fufFerer  is  to  bcrcfcued  from  the  dun* 
geons  of  defpotifm  ;  it  is  only  when  humanity^  when  juftice,  when 
virtue  plead  their  ftrongeft  claims,  that  general  rule  cannot,  in  hi3 
efiimation>  abate  the  fmalleft  portion  of  its  rigour.      If  id  one  in- 
fiance  we  admit  the  exception,  here  alone  he  perceives  no  limits  to 
its  application^     It  is  faid,  that  there  are  no  precedents ;  but  I 
will  tell  the  right  honourable  gentleman  that  there  are  many  pre- 
cedents in  the  hiftory  of  Europe,  fome  where  fuch  interferences 
Were  without  efFedi ;  others,  when  they  were  employed  with  fuccefs. 
When  our  Ambaflador  left  Paris  at  the  beginning  of  the  prefent 
oonteft,  he  left  behind  him  a  powerful  intercelfion  in  favour  of  tlje 
unfortunate  King«     Is  the  cafe  of  the  interference  of  France,  in 
favour  of  Afgill,  referred  to  in  an  eloquent  book  which  every  body 
has  read,  unknown,  and  does  this  form  no  precedent  ?     I  wi(h  to 
know  what  there  was  in  the  connection  of  France  with  America  fo 
intimate  and  fo  peculiar,  that  warranted  that  Court  to  do  with 
America  what  we  cannot  attempt  with  Auftria  ?     Were  they  more 
clofely  united  by  the  nature  of  their  caufe,  or  the  circumftances  of 
their  alliance,  than  we  to  that  ally  with  refpeft  to  whom  we  enter- 
tain fuch  fcrupulous  delicacic^s  ?     After  the  glorious  (hare  which 
we  were  proud  to  boaft  in  the  viflorics  of  the  Archduke,  can  we 
doubt  of  the  intimacy  of  the  relation  only  where  it  may  promote 
the  caufe  of  humanity  and  of  juftice  ?     The  words  of  the  Em- 
peror are  clear  and  intelligible :  *'  his  hands  are  tied  up;  he  is 
'*  bound."     Surely  this  does  not  mean  that  the  Emperor  is  bound 
by  any  law.  Is  he  fo  limited  in  the  excrcife  of  his  power,  efpecially 
in  the  country  which  is  the  fcene  of  this  atrocity,  that  he  does  not 
poflcfs  the  authority  to  liberate  a  prifoner  unjuftly  detained  ?  Then 
iie  muft  be  bound  by  his  allies ;  he  muft  then  be  bound  by  fome  one 
of  thofe  known  powers  with  whom  he  is  connedled.     To  (hew, 
therefore,  that  Great  Britain  is  not  the  power  to  whom  this  injuf- 
ticei»to  be  afcribed,  to  prtfervf  our  honour  and  our  character  un- 
fidlied,  I  call  upon  the  Ho^fe  to  pafs^  vote  that  will  tefcue  us  from 
Vol.  I.  '  3  K 
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the  ii^tttatWn  ^  being  ooncemed  in  fe  deleAable  a  Mn&ttoiv 
and  s^ach  the  infiunjr  ^  die  party  to  whMi  in  Kalky  it  bekiigfu 
But  we  are  tddf  yoo  will  interfape  kfi  the  domcAtc  coaaQiny 
and  r^;utations  of  iDdepcndent  Stales.     1  aitfwer.  No:  iMs  is  noe 
a  <)uefltion  whkb  affeSs  doiheftic  eooBOn^.     I  fee  Geneiil  La 
Fayette  and  hU  unfoitunale  oompanieaa  transferred  itom  tbe  pri-* 
fbna  of  the  King  of  Pruffia  to  the  dai^gboRs  of  tbe  Emperor;  airf 
why  r  but  becau(c  he  was  confider^  to  be  the  prifoncrof  (he  alices. 
I  am  awar^  that  a  cavil  may  be  emftoyed  \  but  furciy  k  cannot  br 
tsmployed  with  fuccefs'-^^thaty  as  General  La  Fayette  was  fid^ow 
prifener  before  we  engaged  ifi  the  war>  he  is  the  prifoftor  of  thofe 
powers  only  who  were  then  e^aged.     I  hope,  however^  that  ianfe 
a, pitiful  cavil  will  not  be  urged.     The  tnuisferrenoe  of  thh  wmSop- 
tunate  naan  froo)  his  original  place  of  confinement  b  a  ooanplete 
pi:pof  that  he  was  not  the  pri(bner  of  the  King  of  Pc uffia,  fiot  the 
prifoner  of  the  Emperor  of  Germany,  but  that  he  «*as  tiie  piifoiKr 
of  the  powers  confederated  againA  France.    And  can  this  be  calW 
an  interference  in  donveftic  policy  ?     Is  General  hk  FaytOe  ds^ 
fubjcd  of  the  Emperor  \  or  waa  he  taken  up  for  violating  la:w» 
which  1^  was  bound  to  obey  }  No  ;  he  was  taken  as  a  prifener  of 
war ;  and  then,  of  courfe»  he  ought  to  be  held  as  tfie  ptifcoer  of 
the  allies  jointly,  accordiiig  to  tbe  law  of  nations.     Be  it  theiv  thaM: 
he  is  to  be  confidered  as.  a  prrfoner  <i  war  (thougjbt  even  tius  is 
a  poi;nt  which  •may  admit  of  difpiiitie} ;  ft  is  a  cooMiioft  cuflsm  to 
dlow  to  fuch  thciT  liberty  upon  tlieir  parole,  and  upon  eonditiofi 
that  they  (hall  net  again  ferve  during  the  war.     But  Was  oi^  ibch 
I  proposal  made  to  La  Fayette  ?    No :  with  that  fUaiM)lical  imdioe 
which  prompted  the  Minlders  of  the  Emperor  to  tempt  the  wife  of 
this  illufirious  fuifcrer  to  depart  from  the  magnanimous  purpofe  fbe 
had  formed  of  fuccouring  her  opprefled  hufband,  they  in  vain  at- 
tempted to  feduce  the  gallant  La  Fayette  to.  renounce  that  bright 
reputation  he  has  fo  nobly  acquired^  to  tamifli  thofe  laurels  with 
which  he  is  decked,  to  facrifice  that  proud  and  dignified  chafader 
that  will  flouriH)  in  the  annals  of  the  world,  and  live  in  the  eftima- 
tionof  pofierity,  when  Kings  and  the  Crowns  th^  wear  a«e  mool- 
dcring  in  the  duft.     They  .put  io  him  the  queftion^  *'  WiH  yoi 
*^  give  a  fand^ion  to  thofe  who  difapp^ove  the  Conftttuueci»  and  take 
4^>  arms  ^  deftroy  it  ?'*     His  negative  was  decided.     La  Fayette, 
while  he  difapproved  the  mQa&res  by  which  he  was  diiveii  6oin  iris 
country,  felt  a  noagnanimity  that  did  not  peaoMt  him  to  promaie 
the  defign9  of  thofe  who  were  confederated  agatnft  it ;  nor  woiAd 
he  vidate*  by  a  treacherous  ad,  that  duty  and  that  affcAion  which 
he  ftiU'felt  for  his  country.     I  hope  and  truft^  ^eie&irQ»  dMtte 
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Houfe  wffi  fed  that  La  Fayette  was  detatned,  not  as  a  fijbjed  of 
4ihe  Emperor  open  a  crimifial  charge,  but  that  he  ivas  confined  as  a 
prHbner  of  war,  and  not  as  a  pntbner  of  the  Emperor,  but  as  a 
prifoncr  of  the  adMes. 

.  Shall  i  be  told  bjr  the  right  honourable  gentleman  that  there  is 
no  oovmeAioil  between  the  infamy:  of  fo  bofe  an  xnjiifUce.as  this, 
amd  the  very  faccefs  with  which  a  common  caufe  is  purfucd  P  Sup- 
pofe  that,  at  the  period  when  this  country  was  at  peace  with  France, 
when  her  itisemal  fituadon  was  fuch  as  would  not  have  induced  the 
right  faondurabk  gendeman  to  interfere^  had  he  been  united  with 
her  by  treaties,  and  about  to  ad  with  her  as  an  ally  in  defence  of 
f eligpon/  of  humankjr,  axid  of  fodal  order,  would  he  not  have  faid 
to  her  rulers,  the  objed  of  .the  confederacy  cannot  be  purfoed  with 
fuoeefs,  unlcfr  you  remove  die  feandal  and'  the  difgrace  which  your 
inoernal  proceedings  wraft  oceafion  ?  Conceive,  too,  that,  at  the 
period  ^hen  the  veftoradon  of  monarchy  in  France,  and  fuch  an 
idea  was  certainly  afted  upon  to  a  certain  degree  at  leaft,  the  Em* 
penor  <^  Germany  had  thro«vn  into  prifbn  the  Count  of  Provencti 
who  now  daitois  the  Cmwn,  wooM  it  have  been  poffifole  to  have 
.  proTecuted  the  war  with  any  appearance  of  propriety  without  obtain- 
.teg  his  liberation  ?  Woidd  we  not  liave  interceded  in  his  favour 
to  avoid  this  appearance  of  fo  glaring  an  inconfiftency  f  Where  is 
the  difierence,  I  would  aik,  between  this  and  the  prefent  cafe? 
When  a  war  is  pretended  to  be  undertaken  to  defend  religion,  juf- 
tiee,  and  fecial  order,  is  it  pollible,  while  fuch  unheard-of  cruelty 
esifta,  whUc  it  is  perpetrated  by  one  of  the  allies,  co-operating  fer 
thofe  objeds,  and  exercifed  towatds  the  perfon  of  a  warm  friend  lo 
limited  monarchy, 'a  martyr  to  that  caufe  and  to  his  principles,  that 
thofe  fhjtSts  can  be  profeeuted  with  fucccfs,  that  the  confederates 
can  merit  any  confidence  in  their  (incerity  ?  It  is  not  enough  to 
vindicate  the  honour  of  this  country  from  die  parmerfhtp  of  fo  vile 
a  tranfadtion,  that  we  are  told  by  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
that  Great  Britain  is  perfectly  free  from  any  part  of  the  blame. 
W6  ought  not  to  be  contented  wMi  fo  unfatisfeftory  a  declaration 
upon  fo  nice  and  delicate  a  fubjed.  We  ihould  declare,  not  by 
a-mtmfterial  afiertton,  but  by  that  interceflten  we  ought  to  make 
with  our  ally,  that  we  are  wholly  unconcerned ;  and  that  fo  far  as 
I2es  in  our  power,  we  have  done  every  thing  to  vindicate  ourfelves 
fwm  Ac  infamy,  and  to  remedy  the  injuftioe.  Is  it  contrary  to  the 
ri^s  ef  independent  ftates,  and  the  trfage  of  nations,  to  intercede 
With  an  ally  in  the  eaofe  of  humanity  ?  Many  indances  have  oc- 
culted when  tfkis  imeroefiion  has  been  made  wkh  fuccefs,  and  none 
is  to  be  found  where  it  gave  oflSetKe.     But  wh^  we  xcStA  upon 
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the  nature  of  the  alliance  which  (ubfiils  between  diis  country  and 
Auftria,  the  loans  which  from  year  to  year  the  Emperor  has  received, 
the  peculiar  alacrity,  and  the  extraordinary  zeal  with  which  Mi- 
nifters  have  ftcpped  forward  to  fupply  his  nccdOTitieSy  rouft  not  every 
man  acknowledge  that  here,  if  in  any  cafe,  diere  ig  as  little  room 
for  fcruple  as  there  would  be  ground  for  of&nce  ?  Here,  without 
arrogant  prefumptlon  or  ra(h  interference,  we  might  recommend  to 
our  ally  to  forbear  a  conduA  that  throws  a  Aigma  upon  the  caufe 
we  maintain,  and  refle(%s^ium  upon  the  parties  by  whom  the  in- 
juftice  is  perpetrated.  Till  this  be  done  in  an  open  and  unequivo- 
cal manner,  I  muft  believe  that  the  Emperor  is  really  bound,  and 
that  he  is  prevented  from  purfuing  his  inclinations  by  fome  ally,  by 
whom  he  is  in  a  (ituation  to  be  controled. 

The  right  honourable  gentleman  adduced  a  very  iingular  inftanoe 
to  fupporc  his  argument  againft  interference  upon  the  prefent  occa- 
fion.  I  am  furc  he  will  do  me  the  juftice  to  think  that  I  .dp  noc 
look  upon  the  flave  trade  with  more  favourable  eye  thanhimfdf. 
He  has  dated  juftly,  and  firongly,  that  few  inftances  of  the  rooft 
undifguifed  injuflice,  of  the  moil  aggravated  enormity  and  accumu^ 
lated  horror,  which  blot  the  hiAory  of  mankind,  can  be  compared 
vi^ith  this  abominable  traiEc.  The  right  honourable  gentleman, 
however,  will  agree,  that  for  feveral  years,  the  greater  numble  of 
his  colleagues  in  office,  by  their  fpeeches,  by  their  talents,  and 
much  more  by  their  influence,  have  been  guilty  of  prolonging  this 
iyftem  of  injudice  and  of  guilt,  The  tight  honourable  gentleman 
iias  all  this  while  fet  paflfive  under  the  infamy  which  be  muft  con- 
ceive to  accrue  to  his  colleagues  from  the  defence  of  a  caufe  fo  dc- 
^teilable,  without  an  attempt  at  interceflion  to  accelerate  the  over- 
.throw  of  fuch  injuftice,  and  to  vindicate  the  purity  of  his  Adminif- 
tratipn.  He  may,  therefore,  fairly  fay,  in  juftification  of  his  pre- 
fent conduct,  and  in  fupport  of  his  prefent  ai^gument :  If  I  canni^c 
intercede  in  fo  honourable  a  caufe  with  my  friends  fo  near  me,  how 
can  I  lie  expcded  to  intercede  with  the  Emperor  .of  Germany  in  fa- 
vour of  the  illuihious  and  unfortunate  La  Fayette  ?  If  I  had  the 
right,  as  I  have  not,  of  ^dvifmg  the  right  honourable  gentleman  in 
private,  I  ihould  recommend  to  him  to  employ,  in  the  cafe  of  the 
(lave  trade,  with  his  friends  and  colleagues  in  office, 'the  weight  which 
his  interceflion  doubtlefs  would  carry  along  with  it ;  but  in  his 
public  ciiaracVcr  I  have  the  right ;  and  I  call  ufmn  him,  if  he  feels 
that  warmth  of  humanity  which  fome  parts  of.  his  fpeech  feemed  to 
imply,  to  vindicate  his  fincerity  by  an  interceflfion  in  favour  of  the 
prifoners  of  Olmutx,  jmd  at  once  to  ^ifTcrt  the  caufe  of  humani^ 
ai>d  protect  the  honour  of  hi^  country, 
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The  tif^t  honocmiUe  gentleman  (ays,  that,  to  adopt  ftich  a  pre-> 
cedent,  woidd«be  to  make  us  parties  in  every  internal  traniadiion  of 
our  allies  to  which  any  obje£tion  could  be  formed.  The  right  hor 
nourable  gentleman  tells  us  fometirnes,  that  it  is  a  falfe  mode  of 
reafoning  to  argue  from  the  rule  againd  the  exception,  and  from 
the  policy  of  the  little  to  the  policy  of  the  great  ^  and  I  certainly  do 
not  feel  myfelf  difpoTcd  to  controvert  the  general  truth  of  the  obfer^ 
vations ;  but  the  prefent  is  a  cafe  of  mercy,  that  mercy  which  itfelf 
is  only  ^an  exception  to  the  grand  principle  of  juilice^  and  held  no 
lefs  dignified  in  its  nature,  and  no  lefs  honourable  in  its  practice* 
Why  then  does  the  right  honourable  gentleman  Aand  fo  high  upon 
the  principle  ?  Why  docs  he  refufe  to  admit  the  limitation  in  an 
indancefo  glorious  nnd  fo  ennobling?  Why  will  he  refufe  to  deviate 
feom  the  rule  to  form  the  fplcndid  exception,  at  once  to  rcfledl  dig- 
nity upon  the  principle,  and  to  fupport  the  caufe  of  humanity  in 
its  operation  ?  While  the  right  honourable  gentleman  has  thus 
«^ielded  to  his  cold  feelings,  to  the  unfympathifing  feverity  of  his 
judgement  and  his  reafon  ;  while,  by.  the  frigid  didlates  of  his  un- 
derftanding,  he  induced  the  Houfe  to  refift  a  fimilar  motion  of 
my  honourable  friend  upon  a  former  occafion,  the  unhappy  eiFe£H 
aie  %o  1^  feoi  in  the  increafed  miferies  and  aggravated  oppreflion 
0}{  the  viAims  we  deplore.  The  right  honourable  gentleman  pro- 
itffes  to  have  admired  fhe  exalted  virtues  and  the  heroic  magnani- 
mity of  the  unfortunate  wife  of  General  La  Fayette  ;  but  fo  much 
is  the  fpirit  of  chivalry  decayed,  that  he  willingly  allows  her  to 
moulder  without  refource  in  the  difmal  recefles  of  a  dungeon* 
Much  as  he  admixes  this  Lady's  condud,  (he  it,  to  be  little  bene- 
fited by  this  admiration  ;  much  as  her  iituation  excited  his  fympa- 
jthy,  he  will  make  no  efibrt  for  her  deliverance ;  till  the  wading 
prpgrefs  of  her  fuflferings  at  laft  finally  put  a  period  to  her  diffa^efs, 
^nd  clofe  her  eyes  to  thofe  calamities  which  fhe  facrificed  her  life 
to  fhare  and  to  alleviate*  -  If  the  people  of  this  country  muft  exuk 
in  the  vidtories  of  Pripce  Charles,  and  participate  in  their  glory^ 
will  they  not  fe^l  with  equal  tranfport  the  triumph  of  relieving  the 
unfortunate }  There  is  one  circumAance  ^hich  I  cannot  help  pb- 
fcrvln^  ;  I  have  often  been  accufed  by  the  right  honourable  gentle-^ 
man,  bccaufe  I  have  expreiled  myfelf  freely  in  praife  of  thofe  traits 
of  gallantry,  which  the  conduct  of  the  enemy  has  difplayed.  But 
the  Archduke  Charles,  pofTcfTrng  thofe  qualities  which  arc  the  ufual 
coftipanions  of  bravery,  feels  and  does  juflice  to  the  merit  of  an 
enemy.  The  dead  body  of  a  French  General  (Marccau),  which 
had  fallen  into  his  power,  he  reftores  to  his  companions,  and  pays  to 
his  fiineral  thofe  lad  honours  that  are  due  to  bravery.     Had  this 
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generous  Priiure  ihe  dKjpcfd  of  La  Faf^ttei  who  could  A)iibtof  the 
oendud  he  would  purfue  ?  Capabte  of  appreciating  ibe  merit  even 
of  an  eneiny^  the  fame  difpofidon  that  induced  bim  lo  vender  juf- 
tice  to  the  merit  of  M arceau,  would  lead  httn  to'cAeem  the  qualities 
of  La  Fayette.  If  we  may  jpdge  of  the  court  of  Vienna,  from 
the  charafter  of  this  Prince,  the  Emperor  muft  be  bound  up  £mii 
following  his  own  inclination.  If  wc  are  to  fix  the  blame  upoa 
any  particular  quarter,  we  Ifaould  rather  fuiped  of  pn)longKiig  the 
mifery  and  opprcflion  of  La  Fayette,  thofe  individual  who  faawt 
feviled '  all  Frenchmen,  who  have  at  all  been  connedled  with  the 
Revolution,  than  thofe  who  have  (hewn  themfelvescapaUe  of  al- 
lowing them  (he  merit  they  defenre.  The  Emperor  is  young  in 
years,  and  in  command  ;  we  all  know  how  eafy  it  is  in  Couits  to 
conceal  the  truth,  and  to  communioate  to  His  Majefiy  the  impreffion 
that  is  deiired.  Madame  La  Fayette  aflcs  leave  to  oome  to  Viemia 
«e^  obtain  a  confultation  concerning  the  deploraMe  ftate  of  her  health, 
She  gains  permiflion  to  leave  her  prifon  upon  conditions  with  whidi 
file  eannot  comply.  ^  Yet  thefe  Miniflers,  in  their  low  and  grovd- 
Kng  minds,  feemed  to  be  afraid  th^t  they  had  granted  too  nMich. 
They  dreaded  that  flie  might  come  to  Vienna,  and  difiplofe  the  horrid 
fcene  of  iniquity  with  whidi  the  Emperor  was  unacquainted.  They 
then  &y,  you  may  go  to  {Hungary,  to  Bohemia,  or  any  where  elfe 
you  {rfeafe,  except  Vienna ;  there  you  arr  flbt.  to  come.  Was  it  fitSln 
^nj  a{^ehenlion  diat  (he  who  had  fpent  fo  much  of  the  lad  part  of 
her  life  in  the  dungeons  of  anarchy  and  of  defpotifm — #ie  who  dif* 
fingmfhed  herfclf  by  her  pious  conduA,  h«r  dttn^tc  temper,  her 
miW  .^nd  gentle  virtues,  was  there  to  prove  dangerous  by  her  in- 
tr^es  ?  No  ;  they  feared  that  (he  might  obtain  an  audience  of 
the  Emperor,  and  difplay  fucha  piAure  of  her  bu(band*s  fuf!eriiigi 
and  her  own,  as  would  (hrilce  his  mind  with  indignation  and  hor- 
ror. It  is  true,  that  thefe  ev^ts.  to  a  certain  extent  arc  public  ; 
that  even  the  delates  of  this  Houfe  may  be  known  at  Vienna. 
Sot  Q\\l  fueh  matters  as  this  arc  carefully,  and  often  fuccefirfully, 
concealed  from  the  knowledge  of  Princes.  This  will  hardly  be 
thought  poCTible  to  thofe  who  judge  only  by  what  they  fee  in  this 
xountry.  VVfjat  happened  to  the  King  of  Spain,  however,  njay 
•prove  true  of  the  Emperor  of  Germany.  During  the  whole  courfe 
of  the  war  with  Spain,  his  Catholic  MajeOy  was  tdd,  and  had  be** 
Keved,  that  his  troops  werg  always  vidlorious,  and,  to  his  aftont(h« 
ment,  the  firlt  account  he  received  of  difefter  was,  when  his  Minifr 
tcr?,  frightened  into  peace,  informed  him  of  the  defeat  of  his  army, 
•and  advifcd  hhn  to  put  an  end  tp  the  war  on  any  terms,.  I  am 
'bmvinced^  it  is  impoflible  to  believe  any  thing  dfai  thaiv  that  (iie 
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» 
fiinpcff>rJ)ask(eftcnie%9iiiaft  cnidl^docem  in  a  point 

kj  whidi  hi»  honoar  is  fii  femel^  ivounded,  hk  cfaatad^er  lb  ^Kflfy 
dtfgraced.  Hew,  dien,  la  the  £une  of  the  Emperor  to  be  clcafod, 
and  fab  lieputation  to  be  rcfrieved?  How  is  he  at  length  to  be  ens* 
bled  to  do  away  the  injuOioe,  the  baffoarous,  unfceKng  oppreffioriy 
which  fo  long  bats  been  poradifed  hj  an  abufe  of  his  authority  ? .  Sap« 
pofe  my  honourable  friend  fhould  be  fent  to  Vienna  for  this  objeif^^ 
Mid  however  anwilling  to  conned  himfcif  with  the  prefent  MiniC. 
tersy  I  am  fare  in  fo  facnevdent  a  mUTion  as  this,  he  would  not  re* 
fiife  to  engage ;  wouHi^  he  poilefs  the  means  of  cxplainif^  to  the 
Emperor  ^e  cruelties  which  his'  Minifters  had  inflidcd  ?  No^ 
This  could  only  be  done  by  a  communication  between  equaft. 
JLet  the  King  of  Great  Britain  intimate  to  the  Empevor,  by  ^reA 
communication,  the  true  (ituation  of  the  cafe,  and  the  real  fentiment 
of  the  Britiih  nation  coming  from  an  equal  authority,  dmnot  fa3 
of  fucceis.  It  will  not  only  ferve  the  caufe  of  judice  and  of  huma- 
nity, and  afford  to  the  Emperor  (hclter  from  the  tmputatiDn  of  ^t 
horrors  which  have  been  committed  under  his  authority,  and  refcuc 
his  name  from  being  tranfmittod  to  pofierity  polhited  with  tiie  guik 
of  6>  ^leteftable  an  outrage,  loaded  with  the  infamy  of  fuch  lengtii- 
ened  oppreffion.  I  call  upon  this  Houfc  to  interpofe  its  authority 
that  this  foul  fad  may  be  cleared  up.  I  am  fure  I  (hould  (boner 
tmft,  on  fuch  an  occafion  as  diis,  the  benevolent  feelings  of  iht 
Houfe,  than  the  frigid  reafons  which  the  right  honourable  gendcman 
recommended  us  to  excrcife.  After  the  progrefs  they  have  feen  of 
the  unfortunate  La  Fayette  from  the  prilbns  of  the  King  of  Prufllia 
to  the  dungeons  of  the  Emperor,  when  they  fee  that  he  is  the  pii- 
fimerof  the  allies,  not  the  futje\Et  of  the  Houfe  of  Auftria,  they%iU 
judge  whether  iaterceffion  in  his  favour  would  be  either  an  fii* 
irtngenticnt  of  the  rig^s  of  independent  ftates,  or  an  interferaiee 
with  their  domeftic  and  municipal  pdicy.  In  a  war  which  is  (aid 
to  have  been  undertaken  in  die  caufe  of  humanity  and  of  ju(Hoe» 
will  the  HMife  l'X)k  to  the  treatment  of  General  La  Fayette  wilh- 
oat  emotions  of  fyrtipathy,  or  turn  from  his  iuflerings  without  feel- 
b^'Of  execration  P  If  they  refofe  to  yield  to  tliofe  natural  and 
gqicroQs  fentiments  which  his  hif^ory  and  his  misfottuncs  are  cal- 
cnlaied  to  inipin?,  they  are  eallous  to  every  feeling  which  ean  d^- 
fnfy  and  adorn  die  haman  chonu^cr.  If  they  refufe  to  give  the  fup- 
^rtlo  amadon  chat  recommends  the  interceffioh  of  this  country,  fer 
Ae  pswpofe  of  putting  a  period  tomifery,  already  too  long  protniAod, 
a  meafure  that  violates  none  of  the  ri^its  of  independent  Oates^ 
wUdi  even  k  oomicifled  widi  the  future  fuooefs  of  the  war,  if  its 
Contim&tiOA  Aottld  prove  necefiaiy,  they  mtlAx  infendUe  to  every 
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honourable  fediAg,  and  to  evciy  generous  principle  of  adion« 
Surely  fuch  an  af^pcal  aa  this,  I  cannot  make  to  the  Houfe  in 
vain  ;  it  muft  awaken  every  fentiment  of  that  humanity  which  is 
b  chara£leriftic  of  Britons«     At  a  period^  toOi  when  awilling;nefs 
^ifplays  itfelf  to  forget  that  animofity  which  fo  long^  prevailed  be- 
tween this  country  and  France,  when  thofe  mod  diftinguifhed  for 
$lieir  afperity  are  deiirous  of  cultivating  a  better  underihndii^i 
furely  we  ought  to  dived  ourfelvcs  of  ranoour  agalnft  thofe  by  wliom 
it  is  lead  of  all  deferved.     To  La  Fayette  can  be  imputed  none  of 
the  horrors  which  have  difgiticed  the  fceneii  of  the  Revolution  in 
France.     By  almoft  all  (I  know  there  are  a  few  who  think  other« 
ynk)  he  is  admitted  to  have  been  well  intentionedr^he  a£tcd  only 
in  the  firft  times  of  the  Revolution;  he  participated  in  none  of  the 
atrocities  which  fucceeded.     True  to  the  principles  he  profefied, 
he  facrificed  to  the  facred  impulfe  of  duty  every  thing  which  was 
.dear  to  his  heart.     Surely  the  fufferings  he  has  undergone,  the  Un- 
merited perfecution  he  has  fufTered,  his  conftancy,  his  courage,  and 
his  virtue,  form  claims  which  appeal  equally  to  the  calm  didatcs 
^f  reafon,  and  the  warm  feelings  of  humanity*     I    (incerdy  hope 
that  the  Houfe  will  do  themfelves  the  honour  to  fan£lion  fo  vir^- 
tuous  a  caufe.     If  the  Minifter  (hould  (how  himielf  deacPto  all 
the  fcntiments  of  humanity,  and  to  the  glory  of  the  country,  I 
hope  the  Houfe  will  feel  with  their  conftituents,  and  refcue  from 
opprefiion  a  perfon  (b  long  the  fport  of  adverfity,  and  the  vii^m  of 
defpotifm. 

Mr.  W.  SMITH  fpoke  in  favour  x)f  the  motion.  He  faid,  it 
had  been  rumoured  that  there  was  a  poflibility  M.  Fayette  had 
been  confined^  in  this  rigorous  manner  by  the  Emperor  at  the  re- 
queft  of  the  Princes  of  the  Blood,  the  brothers  of  the  French 
King ;  if  fo,  and  Government  chofe  to  interfere,  he  had  not  a 
doubt  but,  on  their  intimation  of  a  wifli  of  that  kind  to  the  Count 
d'Artois,  he  might,  and  would  be  induced  to  relinquifli  his  claim 
on  the  Emperor's  promife  of  fuch  confinement.  The  motion  did 
not,  he  faid,  require  U^e  Houfe  to  ftop  fupplies  to  the  Emperor  till 
the  requeft  was  granted  ;  it  only  requeued  the  Houfe  to  ufe  its  in- 
terference, in  order  to  prevail  on  His  Majefty  to  intercede  with  the 
.  Emperor  in  behalf  of  this  unfortunate  General.  The  Houfe  might 
very  well  do  tbis.  Neither  the  Crown  nor  the  Government  ooukl 
be  degraded  by  an  act  of  mercy  i  and  if  the  Houfe  agreed  to  die 
.  motion,  the  univerfal  voice  of  the  people  of  Great  Britun  muft 
.  iandton  and  applaud  their  dedfion* 

Mr.  MARTIN  trufted,  that  die  modon  would  not  be  reSOed. 
It  peculiar^  called  on  the  humanity  ^  the  Houfe  ;  and  lie  ohfervcd 
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with  fatisfafiion;  that  a  great  many  Members  returned  in  the  pre- 
fent  Parliament  were  young  men,  frop  whofe  feelings  a  decifion 
that  would  do  honour,  to  them  might  be  juftly  expe£led. 

Mr.  HAWKINS  BROWNE  obfcrvcd^  that  the  queftion  be- 
fore the  Houfc  ought  to  be  decided  on  the  iimple  ground  of  its  o^yn 
merits,  without  any  reference  whatever  to  the  feelings  of  gentle- 
men. It  was  neccifary  to  take  it intoconfidcration  in  a  difpaflipnate 
manner,  otherwife  it  might  with  propriety  be  argued, '  that  a  deter- 
mination, influenced  by  die  paflion,  could  not  be  of  a  very  juitifi- 
able  nature.  He  viewed,  for  his  own  part,  the  motion  in  a  dif- 
ferent point  of  view  ;  and  he  could  not  help  thinking,  that  it  was 
cbjedtionable  on  many  folid  grounds,  but  particularly  as  it  pofi- 
tively  dated  fadts  which  did  not  come  in  an  authentic  ftate  befbrq 
the  Houfc. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  rore  to  explain.  He  declared,  that 
what  he  had  dated  on  a  former  occafion  direflly  and  pofitively  was, 
that  Government  had  no  participation  whatever  in  the  meafurc 
which  was  the  ohjc£l  of  the  motion,  and  that  confequently  It  could 
not  of  itfelf  effcd  the  relcafe  of  the  prifoners  detained  by  the  Em- 
peror. There  was  not  the  flighted  foundation  for  inlinuating  that 
Goveufnment  was  any  way  concerned  in  it. 

Mr.  GREY  faid,  that  It  was  impolTiblc  for  any  man  to  hear  the 
narrative  of  the  fufFerir^s  of  General  La  Fayette  without  the  mod 
acute  feelings  of  compafTion  for  him  and  the  unfortunate  partners 
of  his  mifery.  It  was  a  caufe  in  which  it  would  have  well  bc-^ 
/come  the  government  of  a  great  nation  to  interfere  without  any 
application.  But  when  he  heard  it  dated  that  fuch  interference 
would  be  inconiident  with  the  relation  in  which  we  dand  to  the  in- 
ternal police  of  the  Government  of  the  Houfe  of  Audria,  he  hoped 
that  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  as  the  only  remaining  refource, 
would  pofitively  dircdt  the  application  to  be  made.  He  felt  it  un-  * 
neceitary  to  go  much  at  length  into  the  fubjedl,  after,  the  eloquent 
and  pathetic  a|^>eal  which  had  been  n\ade  to  the  Houfe  by  his  ho- 
nourable friend  (General  Fitzpatrick) ;  and  he  confidered  it  as  a 
happy  omen  oT  the  fucccfs  of  his  motion,  that  not  one  individual 
had  come  forward  to  oppofe  it,  excepting  the. right  honourable  gen- 
tleman (Mr.  Pitt).  One  honourable  gentleman  had,  indeed, 
fhewed  fome  difpofition  to  rife^  but  he  fuppofed  that  his  hand^ 
were  bound,  ^nd  that  he  wpuld  not  renew  his  attempt.  There  was 
only  one  point  on  which  he  wilhcd  to  fay  a  few  words.  The  light 
honourable  gentleman  had  alluded  to  the  date  of  the  prefent  negoti- 
ation between  this  country  aftd  France.;  and.  in  this  viey^  he  was 
of  opinion  that  it  would  be  extremely  political  in  this  country,  now 
*  *  Vol.  L  3  L        .    ' 
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that  the  Government  had  tettouno^d  every  idcA  of  itttCffering  in  the 
intethal  aflkifs  of  F/ance,  to  {hew  by  a  ptiblic  z&  ftii^t  it  took-  no 
part  in  punifhihg  any  man  who  had  been  di(Kngui(hed  in  the  cotirfe 
of  the  Revolution.  It  had  been  ftatcd,  thai  this  was  a  cafe  in 
which  k  if  as  beyond  the  competence  of  the  Govcmmcnt  of  this 
country  to  ifiterfere ;  but  he  contended  the  hS.  fitirfi  which  this 
inferene6  was  drawn  to  have  betfn  miftatcd.  La  Fayette  was  not 
detained  asr  a  (mfoner  df  war»  but  he  was  confined  for  fomediing 
that  he  had  done  fince  the  Revolution  by  an  operation,  as  had  been 
ftatcd,  of  Municipal  laMr.  The  bcft  mode,  therefore,  of  renloving 
all  th*  jealoufies  which  might  ftill  fubfift  between  the  negociatirq»j 
powers  viras,  to  ceafe  to  perfccute  any  pcrfon  who  had  a6led  in  that 
Revolution  agathft  which  the  war  was  undertaken.  He  earneftly 
hoped,  therefore,  that  either  the  Britiih  Government  would  inter- 
e^de  with  the  Court  of  Vienna  in  bebalf  of  thcfe  unfortunate  eap- 
fives,  or  tfiat  the  Government  of.  France  would  ftipulate  for  thcii* 
rel^rffc  as  art  atticle  of  the  treaty. 

Mr.  Chancdlor  PITT  faid,  that  the  honourable  gentleman 
having  thoo^  proper  to  impute  to  him  a  ftatement,  that  the  con- 
finement of  Mofifieiir  La  Fayette  was  to  be  referred  to  the  opera- 
tion of  the  Municipal  law,  rt  was  neceifairy  for  him  to  deny  ^x-> 
prefsly  ftieh  an  imputation.  He  had  merely  dated  the  imprifon- 
ment  ef  that  gentleman  as  the  ad  of  the  Emperor,  at  a  feporati' 
frafifit^on,  in  which  that  Prince  was  alone  implicated^  and  far 
which  the  oditr  hie'mbers  of  the  alliance  were  not  anfwerable. 

Mi^i  WILBERFORCE  accufcd  the  other  fide  of  the  Hoijfe  of 
Vififhihg,  ^hat  they  had  ito  Hght  to  do,  to  ittake  a  monopoly  6f  ficel^ 
ing,  and  to  fuppofc  that  Miriiftcrs  were  entirely  dcftitote  of  tholfc 
fentittients  of  cdmpitfRon  which  he  believed  to  be  common  tothefn 
with  every  M^ftfibct  cf  the  Hoiife.  He  profeflcd  to  entertain  an 
opin^n  fome^hat  di^rent  from  any  Siat  had  beeh  hitherto  %}ti- 
preffed-  He  could  not  agree  With  the  motion  in  its  prefent  form; 
beeaufe  he  did  not  think  that  the  fads  fk^^ed  were  fufliciently  afeer-- 
bincd,  and  bccaofe  he  was  not  fure  that  (he  circu#fftance  of  La 
Fayette^  confinement  had  been  prejudicial  td  the  cauffe  of  His  Ma<- 
'jefty  and  his  allies  ;  not,  oh  the  6thcr  hand,  did  he  think  it  to  be  i 
caufe  in  which  it  wtts  ifhprtper  for  the  PlcAife  ef  Gornmon^  to  kt^ 
tcrfcrc.  He  was  cohfidtfnt,  that  if  fiil^icion  was  before  entertadned 
that  the  Government  of  thii  coUhtky  wafs  conccrtfed  ih  his  coiifin^ 
mcnt,  that  ftrch  a  fdfpicion  could  not  exH(  after  What  had  taHefi 
from  hrs  right  honourable  friend.  He  conceived,  however,  that  k 
was  the  duty  6f  a  great  and  refpedable  aflembly,  to^  look  abroad 
_  fotctthe  woiM»  and  to  at^nd  to  the  rt?a^  itftd  chnHt  df  mSfti^t 
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WhrMVPr  ottfcAs  of  diftreft  w«re  to  be  found,  and  to  arerciiSi  itf  ia« 
jSu^ef,  or  its  powscTv  in  relieving  the  d^ihyfe  of  furring  humanity 
upof)  an  enlavged  and  difinCereAed  fcale.  Though  he  could  not  vote 
|pr  the  motion,  dievefore,  in  its  prcfent  form,  he  would  have  no 
tbjt^pn  tp  in  amendment,  merely  fubmitting  to  His  Maj^y  the 
piopfiety  of  ufing  his  influence  with  the  Court  of  Vienna  for  the 
libmition  of  the  Marquis  La  Fayette. 

General  FITZPATRICK  faid,  he  was  dcfirous  to  mcet,thc 
honourable  geademan's  ideas  iby  coinciding  in  his  propofition,  as  it 
would  tend  Co  reconcile  the  general  opinion  on  the  meafure.  With 
rcfpc<fl  to  the  honourable  gentleman's  doubts  as  to  the  certainty  of 
the  fe(38  alluded  to,  he  could  aiTure  him,  that  he  could,  if  it  were 
thought  neceiTary,  furnifli,  from  his  private  information,  fuch 
proofs  as  would  place  thefe  fadis  beyond  contradiction. 

Mr.  WILBERFORCE  moved  as  an  amendment,  that  in  the 
/OQQI  of  the  words  of  the  original  motion,  be  fubfiituted  the 
foUowinjg : 

That  an  humble  addrcfs  be  prefented  to  His  Majefiy,  hum- 
bly to  fubmit  to  His  Majedy  the  propriety  of  His  Majefiy's 
uiing  his  good  offices  with  his  ally  the  Emperor  of  Germany,  for 
**  the  liberadon  of  the  General  La  Fayette,  and  Mefiieurs-  La 
**  Tour  Maubourg,  and  Bureau  de  Pufy." 

The  aaiendmcnt  being  regularly  propofed,  and  the  quefiioa 
being  put  upon  it. 

The  MASTER  OF  THE  ROLLS  difappiovcd  of  the 
amendment,  becaufe,  when  the  fitft  words  of  the  motion  of  the 
Honourable  gentlemen  were  left  out,  the  fpirit  of  the  motion,  was 
ioft.  He  conceived  tlie  motion  to  have  been  made  on  the  (ufipo^ 
fition,  that  His  Britannic  Majefiy  was  concerned  in  the  detention  of 
General  La  Fayette,  by  his  ally  the  Emperor.  And  how  that 
die  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  difavowed  having  any  con- 
cern in  the  matter,  he  neither  could  fee  the  propriety  of  the  motion 
Bor  of  the  ameiKiment. 

Lord  HAWKESBURY  was  avarfe  to  both  the  original  mo- 
tion  and  amendment,  though  in  the  choice  of  the  alternative  he 
would  rather  vote  for  the  latter.  When  the  late  unfortunate  royal 
family  of  France  were  in  the  depth  of  their  misfortunes,  he  recol- 
JoAcd  that  there  was  a  diicuQion  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  re^ 
^pedling  the  propriety  of  adopting  fome  meafures  in  thfeir  behalf. 
The  debate  was  adjourned  to  the  following  day  ;  and  he  remem- 
kttred,  that  the  right  honourable  gentleman  oppufite  to  him  (Mr. 
Fob)  fbtedy  that  he  would  not  give  bis  aflent  to  any  addrefe  to  His 
Majefty  upon  the  fubjccl,  becauib  he  was  not  prepared  to  take  any 
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ftep  in  confequence ;  by  which  he  underftood  him  to  mean  vrbat  he 
was  not  prepared,  if  the  meafures  (hould  prove  inefTcdual,  to  agree 
to  go  to  war.  Now  he  would  aik,  in  the  prefent  inftance,  if  the 
Government  (hould  intercede  with  the  Court  of  Vienna  in  behalf  of 
General  La  Fkyette,  whether  the  Houfe  were  prepared  to  break 
their  alliance  with  Aufiria  in  cafe  of  the  failure  of  that  interceffion  ? 
The  precedents  which  had  been  quoted  did  not  apply  to  the  prefent 
cafe.  In  the  inftance  of  Captain  Afgili,  the  application  was  made» 
not  by  the  Court,  but  perfonally  by  the  Queen  of  France.  There 
was,  in  his  opinion,  only  one  ground  on  which  the  Houfe  would  be 
juftificd  in  interfering,  namely,  if  the  condudi  of  the  Court  of 
Vienna  was  notorioufly  unjufi  and  iniquitpus.  But  of  this,  on  the 
prefent  occafion,  the  Houfe  of  Commons  were  not  proper  judges  ; 
for,  in  the  firft  place,  they  had  no  authentic  ftatement  of  fa6)s  before 
them ;  and  in  the  next  place,  even  though  they  were  in  pofleffion  of 
the  fads,  it  would  be  unjuft  to  pafs  a  dccifion  till  the  Court  of 
Vienna  was  heard  In  its  own  defence. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  obfcrvcd,  that  it  was  not  his  praflice  to  ob- 
trude himfclf  upon  the  attention  of  the  Houfe,  after  a  fubjedt  had 
been  fully  difcufled  by  his  friends,  nor  would  he  have  troubled  ' 
them  now,  fince  fo  little,  and  that  little  worfe  than  nothing,  had  . 
been  advanced  in  oppofition  to  the  eloquent  and  pathethic  fpeech  of 
his  honourable  friend,  had  hot  they  been  brought  into  a  fituation 
of  difficulty,  in  confequence  of  the  amendment  which  had  been 
propofed.  The  honourable  gentleman,  he  believed,  had  fug- 
gefted^he  amendment  (at  Icaft  he  gave  him  credit  for  the  motive} 
from  a  wi(h  to  render  the  motion  more  palatable  to  the  Houfe  ; 
and  it  certainly  had  met  the  entire  approbation  of  one  honourable 
gentleman  (Mr.  Windham),  who  had  previoufly  (hewed  figns  of 
being  defirous  to  fpeak,  but  who  had  remained  apparently  quite  at 
his  eafe  fince  the  amendment  had  been  propofed.  While  he  was 
congratulating  himfelf,  however,  upon  the  acquifition  of  the  influ-« 
encc,  the  authority,  and  what  was  not  the  leaft  confideration  of  that 
honourabl^ gentleman,  he  was  concerned  to  find  that  it  had  made 
them  lofe  the  vote  of  a  learned  gentleman  (theMafter  of  the 
Rolls.)  [Here  there  was  a  cry  of  No  !  No  !]  He  hoped,  how- 
ever, that  the  motion  would  not  be  got  rid  of  by  a  quibble,  but 
they  would  come  to  a  feir  and  intelligible  iflue  ;  and  that  conceiv-r 
ing  if,  as  they  muft,  to  be  an  affair  in  whicH  it  was  difgraceful  for 
our  ally,  the  Emperor,  to  a£t,  and  in  which  it -was  difgraceful  for 
the  Government  of  Great  Britain  not  to  interfere,  they  would,  in 
a  bold  and  manly  way,  vote  an  addrefs  to  His  Majcfty  immedi^ 
ately,  to  ufe  his  influence  with  the  Court  of  Vienna  in  behalf  of 
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the  unfortunate  perfons  who  were  the  fubjcd  of  this  evening's  de« 
bate.  An  honourable  gentleman,  afked,  if  \ve  were  prepared  to 
•break  off  our  alliance  with  the  Emperor,  if  our  interceffions  failed 
of  fuccefs  ?•  In  the  firft  place,  there  was  no  rcafon  to  antici[)ate  a 
failure  before  the  attempt  was  made  ;  and  in  the  next  place,  the 
failure  of  the  attempt  by  no  means  implied  the  neccffity  pf  break- 
ing off  the  alliance.  With  refpe€t  to  the  precedent  of  Mr.  Afgill 
which  had  been  difputcd,  the  objedlion  was  not  well  founded ;  for 
though  the  application  originated  in  the  Queen,  it  came  immedi-" 
ately  from  the  King  of  France.  And  in  the  prcfcnt  inftance,  he 
was  of  opinion  that  it  would  be  infinitely  to  the  honour  of  thofc 
admirable  feelings  which  our  own  illuftrious  Queen  was  well 
known  to  poffefs,  were  (he  voluntarily  to  interfere  in  behalf  of 
thofe  amiable  but  unfortunate  perfonsj  who  are  now  languiihing  in 
hopelefs  captivity  in  the  dungeons  of  Olmutz.  The  gentlemen  on 
the  other  fide  of  the  Houfe  feemed  to  triomi^  in  the  filence  of  the 
honourable  gentleman  (Mr..  Windham)  ^  and  the  reafon,  he 
firmly  believed,  was  this :  that  he  might  draw  afide  the  myftenous 
veil  from  this  cruel,  barbarous,  and  vindiflive  proceeding,  with 
'  that  manly  and  generous  indifcretion  by  which  the  Houfe  knew  his 
chamber  to  be  marked.  When  he  rofc  firft,  his  right  honourable 
friend  (Mr.  Pitt)  put  him  afide,  intimating  to  him,  my  nothing  will 
be  better  than  your  fomething ;  my  quibbles  are  better  than  your 
fophiftry ;  and  if  I  fay  nothing  to  the  purpofc,  at  leaft  I  will  not 
betray  any  fecret  that  ought  to  be  concealed.  In  fa6^,  Mr.  Sheridan 
believed,  that  Mr.  Windham's  tongue  was  bound  by  the  fame  caufe 
as  the  Emperor's  hands,  and  the  Houfe  knew  pretty  well  who 
was  the  gaoler.  As  a  friend  to  freedom,  he  would  rejoice  when 
General  La  Fayette  recovered  his  liberty  ;  and  as  an  old  friend  of 
Mr.  Windham,  he  would  feel  no  fmall  fatisfadlion  when  he  reco- 
vered his  fpcech.  He  was  furc  alfo,  that  he  would  not  find  the 
Houfe  like  the  adder,  which  is  deaf  to  the  voice  of  the  charmer. 
He  really  wifhed  that  fome  other  gentleman  in  His  Majcfty's 
Councils  had  come  forward  ;  he  hoped,  at  lead,  that  an  amend- 
ment would  be  propofcd,  that  the  difcuffjons  (hould  not  be  confined 
in  future  to  one  fide  of  the  Houfe,  except  in  cafes  of  fpecial  necef- 
fity.  The  right  honourable  gentleman  fcemcd  to  feel  very  acutely 
upon  the  fubjeft  4  the  Houfe,  however,  would  not  give  him  credit 
for  the  reality  of  thofift  feelings,  <when  they  recolle£lcd  that  three 
years  ago  he  condemned  the  proceedings  againft  La  Fayette  as 
worthy  of  the  execration  of  mankind,  if  the  fafls  alledged  were 
true  ;;and  now  he  came  forward,  affefting  ftill  to  doubt  of  their 
truth,  not  having  taken  any  meafurc  to  afcertain  whether  they 


446  PARLIAMENTARY    *  [Caiiii#6». 

were  re^l  or  fabulous.  He  had  laid  dqvn  (P  gfninJ  finiioiple 
about  jurirprudence,  which  he  cRdeavoi^rcd  to  fpply  to  t^e  ca|c  if 
L^  Fayette,  as  if  that  unfortunate  pcrlbn  had  bcpfi  in^ prifivicd-fef  a 
criipinal  ofFeive,  and  had  not  been  a  prlfoner  ef  war.  H&  eotyld 
fee  no  other  motive  6x  the  unprecedented  ri^oi^r  which  h^d  bc^  cs)- 
ployed  againft  that  exalted  chara£leri  than  th^f  which  wa^  fifggpAcd 
froffi  his  being  a  moderate  9nd  ficgdy  friend  to  liberty;  a  modve 
which  was  not  fo  likely  to  influence  the  M inpilers  of  any  gpvem- 
m^nt  in  Europe  as  the  prefent  Minide^s  of  His  Britannic  M^yefiy^* 
MinifterSy  who,  on  all  occafions,  had  (hewn  themfelve^  the  enemiei 
of  every  fpccies  of  reform,  the  patrons  of  every  abi^fe,  and  wha(e 
uniform  fyftem  it  had  been  to  exHng|ii(h  the  fpirit  of  liberty  both  ia 
this  and  in  other  countries.  The  rigbt  honourable  gea^iaan 
argued,  that  we  had  no  n^t  to  interfere  ;  and  that  if  we  did  tntcp- 
iere,  we  were  uncertain  of  fuccefs.  With  refpeift  to  the  fuecefs 
)i)iely  to  attend  our  interference,  that  could  not  be  af0ertained.till  an 
application  was  ipade*  Be(ides,  if  it  was  a  di^raeefol  ^tfi^x,  bad 
we  no  intcreft  in  the  charader  of  the  Emperor  i  Were  we  aot 
fnipged  in  a  oommon  caufe  with  him  fi>r  the  att^iiunont  of  ^.  com- 
mon object.  .  It  was  one  of  the  charges  recorded  ^inft  Mr. 
^i^&ingBt  that  he  had  (uSE^xd  allies  in  India  to  commit  $n  $& 
which  diigraeed  the  Britiib  name.  Bu(  why  had  he  rcpouift  w 
Ipdia  i  Had  not  the  right  honourable  gentleman  compelled  tbe 
ICfng  of  Naples  and  the  States  of  Genoa  [vide  Mr.  Debrett's  State 
Papers]  to  ts^ke  a  part  againft  France  ^  He  referred  tQ  his  own  au* 
thentic  p8q>ers  upon  the  fubjed.  For  the  eh^iafler  of  Gcaeral  La 
Fayette,  he  had  the  higheft  veneration.  He  believed  him  to  be  a 
Q)an  of  high  and  inflexible  honour,  and  that  he  might  vie  with  th& 
|>rig^teft  cbaraiSers  in  the  Englifli  hiflory.  To  the  fpirit  of  a 
Hampden  he  united  the  loyalty  of  Lord  Falkland.  Had  Louis 
ihc  Sixteenth  not  fallen  a  facrifice  to  the  fury  of  a  meh»  rendrred 
f^efperate  by  the  abufes  and  corruptions  of  the  old  GovoiMKfit, 
which  had  bred  up  the  race  of  fanguinary  monflers,  who  perpe- 
trated the  atrocious  ad  ;  and  had  General  La  Fayette  returned  te 
P^fis  upon  tbe  reftoration  of  tranquillity,  to  get  the  reward  of  his 
COf)dM<^  >  if  <hc  King  had  thrown  him,  his  wife,  and  her 
daughters,  into  a  dungeon,  there  was  not  a  humane  man  in  Eurqie 
woidd  not  have  faid,  that  he  ill  defervcd  to  re-afcend  his  Thmoe, 
91^  that  he  ought  to  have  his  Crown  torn  from  his  head.  Yet  this 
was  the  cqndu£^  which  the  Governments  in  Europe  had  purfued  te 
ihofe  unfortunate  petibns,  to  their  eternal  Ibame  and  difgiace. 
What  aidded  to  the  cruelty  of  the  puniibment,  wae  the  l«l|deffne6 
of  the  vidim.    He  was  not  in  a  fituation  when  be  was  tafcon,  to  he 
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d^ntiifuied  back  by  tht  CoVerhment  of  Frtnce :  but,  had  tftoGi 
foul  irifiliiisitiotiSy  tVith  which  his  chafaAer  was  attempted  in  this 
country  to  be  bljk<^kened^  been  true ;  had  he  betrayed  his  troft,  de* 
ceived  his  tMRet,  and,  finsllly,  imbrued  his  hands  iti  the  blood  of 
his  Sovereign,  then  he  would  have  betfn  teciaimed  by  the  French 
Govdtnment ;  then  the  Princes  of  Eun)t)e,  trembling  at  the  com- 
diand  of  the  DireAory,  would  have  ordered  the  door s  of  his  priibA 
to  be  thrown  (fpcrty  and  General  La  Fayette  might  even  have  been  si 
Member  of  that  Diteflory  with  which  they  wttc  now  obliged  t6 
tte^t.  If  the  Court  of  Vienna  was  mean  enough  to  take  advantajg^ 
6f  "his  helplefs  fituation,  Mr.  Sheridan  hoped  that  the  French  Go- 
vertimeftty  etetlooking  the  paft»  would  reclaim  La  Fayette  and  hift 
fcHow-fuflferers  as  French  cifixens. .  How  much  fuch  a  condU(Jt 
would  fdit  the  generoiity  and  magnanimity  of  the  French  Repub- 
lic ;  and  what  a  contraft  it  would  be  of  Republican  refentment  at 
Monarchical  gratitude,  that  frotn  this  Atheiflical  Government  we 
(houkl  learn  the  principle  of  the  forgtvenefs  of  injuries,  and 
kflbns  of  eternal  vengeance  only  from  the  regular  Chriftian  Go^ 
vefnments  of  Kings ! 

Mr.  Sheridan  concluded  by  repeating  an  obfervation  which  h6 
ftad  made  lad  year,  and  which  appeared  to  be  fomething  like  a  pa- 
radox, namely,  chat  there  never  was  a  countr}'  in  which  there  wa^ 
more  privslte  worth  or  more  public  depravity  than  in  this  ;  and  in 
exprefling  his  firm  conviflion,  that,  were  the  prefent  queftion  to  ht 
llecided  by  private  feeling,  the  Minifter  would  be  left  in  a  minority 
as  fmall  as  the  nisnfkber  of  the  fpeakers. 

The  Ri^t  Honourable  WILLIAM  WINDHAM,  Secretary 
Ht  Wa^,  (fud,.  that,  if  hcf  had  not  intended  to  fpeak,  he  muf{  hav6 
"^ifeh  ^  the  Irreflffible  invitation  held  out  to  him  in  the  latter  part 
^f  the  fpcedi  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman  who  fpoke  laft.  H^ 
^ofe,  howevef ,  not  as  that  honourable  gentleman  had  fo  pleasantly 
ftlrmifed,  to  reveal  s^ny  thing  that  fccretly.  lurked  in  die  bofoms  of 
Minlitefs,  but  to  ttit  the  veH  from  the  face  of  the  honourable  gen- 
tleman and  his  friends^  and  <how  to  the  Houfe  and  to  thtf  world 
-^hat  Wis  Ae  myftrfrious  motive  to  their  humanity ;  what  it  realJy 
Was  that  put  theif  fi^cHngs  iti  ifiotion,  what  it  was  that  ftig^fi6dMo 
fttem  the  extfaonSnaty  MtUm  of  fpltfllhg  the  Mar^nis  Dc  Li, 
Fayette,  and  marking  him  but  as  M  object  Whofe  misfbttuhes  ett- 
titkd  him  to  the  g^^ral  fympatfiy  6f  ihankind.  It  Wai  true,  as 
^tfie  honourable  gemkitiati  had  faid,  ht  had  onc6  pr  twice  before 
rifeA  ffom  his  fbit  with  9  deterrhination  to  ftate  to  the  Houfe  na- 
fens  whith  be  thought  would  be  found  u^iifwerable ;  why  the 
4v>tieHy  is  it  Bopi  in  iti  original  ftate,  couJtf  hd  itith  propriety  be 
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granted.  Other  gentlemen,  however,  bad  caught  the  Speaker's  eje 
before  him,  and  obliged  him  to  fit  down:  a  ciicumftance  whidi^ 
in  the  end,  was  rather  favourable  to  his  view,  fincc  it  enabled  him 
to  ftate  with  much  greater  force,  and  equal  certainty  of  fuccefs,  his 
reafons  why  the  motion  (hould  not  be  granted,  either  in  its  original 
or  amended  ftate  ;  as  he,  in  his  wi(h  to  date  t^ie  queftion  laigeir, 
would  have  found  fome  difficulty  in  fele£ling  the  points  which  it 
might  have  been  necefiary  for  him  to  prefs  upon  the  oonfideration 
of  the  Houfe  ;  but  which  now  lay  in  order  before  him,  fo  that  he 
Ihould  be  able  to  comprefs  them  into  a  very  narrow  compafs.  The 
Houfe  had  been  called  upon  by  the  honourable  gentleman,  in  2^ 
fpeech  of  much  ability,  well  calculated,  from  its  (lyle  and  delivery, 
to  excite  emotions  of  pity  in  their  breads,  for  a  moft  extraordinary, 
unufual,  and  great  interpotition-— on  the  plea  of  Humanity.  The 
queflipns  that  arofe  from  this  were — the  weight  of  merit  of  the 
fufferer,  the  degree  of  hunwnity  to  which  he  was  entitled,  and  the 
right  he  derived  from  them  to  be  confidered  a  fit  fubjedt  for  gene- 
ral humanity.  Before  he  entered  upon  the  difcuflion  of  thefe  to- 
pics, he  wx>uld  fay  a  word  of  the  merit  of  this  gentleman  who  was 
the  fubjeS  of  the  motion,  as  he  flood  with  regard  to  this  country. 
He  had  been  one  of  the  mod  adiive  and  irreconcileable  enemies  of 
England,  in  the  American  Revolution.  His  vifit  to  this  country, 
immediately  pi;cvious  to  that  ftep,  was  at  beft  not  quite  correct.  It 
was  hardly  to  be  fuppofcd  that  he  would  defignedly  go  there,  frdh 
from  the  hofpitality  and  civilities  of  this  country,  if  he  had  iiot  had 
4lbme  view  injurious  to  it.  He  mentioned  this  merely  to  (how, 
that  this  gentleman,  who  had  been  held  out  for  our  particular  fa- 
vour and  interpofition,  was,  at  btft,  a  pcrfcft  ftranger  to  us ;  and 
could  be  viewed  by  us  in  no  other  light,  than  as  one  of  thofe  who 
rofe  and  fell  in  the  courfc  of  the  French  Revolution. 

Viewing  him  then  only  as  a  perfon  bearing  a  (hare  in  that  Re- 
volution, he  conceived  there  waS'nothing  to  be.feeaJn  him  different 
from  thofe  ambiguous  or  worfe  men,  who,  in  a  fpirit  of  perverted 
and  unjufli  Gable  ambition,  introduced  that  fatal  Revolution  into  his 
country,  and  paufed  when  the,  ruin  had  been  irretrievably  done,. 
To  him,  and  thofe  who.  thought  with  him,  that  the  authors  of 
that  Revolution  had  been  the  bittefcfl  eneniies  of  marikind,  M.  de 
La  Fayette  was  no  objedt  of  efteem  or  favour;  and,  if  as  a 
ftranger  he  was  to  be  confidered  at  all,  myft  be  oonfidered  to  dif- 
advantage.  .With  the  honourable  gentleman  who  made  the  motion, 
however,  the  Marquis  flood  in  a  different  fituation :  there  wer& 
tics  between  them  of  a  pcrfonal  kind — for  in  early  life  a  friendOiip 
fubfifted  between  tbem^  which  the  hoifoutablc  General,  (much  tof 
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hb  own  credit^  no  noubt)>  would  hot  fuffet  to  be  loift  or  obliterated, 
^en  his  friend  was  in  difficulty  and  diftrefs.  While  he  bore  thi» 
feffimoney  ^o  the  honourable  gentleman's  hearty  he  muft  in  juf- 
rice  bear  ieftimony  to  his  ability  alfo ;  and  *  particularly  to  tho 
lingular 'addrefs  which  he  difplayed  in  urging,  with  all  its  fbrce^ 
tfaofe  parts  of  the  cafe  which  were  moft  tftely  to  kindle  fselings  of 
fympathy  in  his  auditors,  while  he  touched  (lightly  upon  that' part 
which  was  weak  and  untenable,  namely,  the  fad  of  the  feizure  of 
M.  de  La  Fayette,'as  contraty  to  the  law  of  nations.  This  quef- 
tion  had  been  before  difculfed,  and  from^  the  firft  mention  ofitylt 
had  been,  and  dill  continued  to  be,  his  unalterable  opinion,  that 
Whether  on  the  point  of  his  having  ceafed  to  a£t  with  tioftility,  or 
on  the  point  of  his  having  been  taken  up  upon  neutral  ground,  die 
arrcft  was  not  contrary  to  the  law  of  nations  or  of  juftice :  For  lio 
was  taken  in  the  charader  of  an  enemy,  which  he  could  not  lay 
afidc  at  will,  when  it  ferved  his  purpofes.  When  two  nations 
were  at  war,  it  did  not  depend  upon  one  party  only  when  the  war 
was  to  ceafe ;  nor  was  it  competent  to  one  country,  or  any  indivi- 
dual of  either  country,  to  diveA  himfelf  of  the  charader  of  an  ene- 
my, or  claim  the  privileges  of  peace,  without  the  concurrence  of  the 
other.  It  was  certain,  that  the  friend  of  our  enemy  was  our  enemy  j 
but  it  did  not  at  all  follow  that  the  cenverfe  of  that  was  true,  and 
that  the  enemy  of  our  enemy  was  our  friend.  However  the  de- 
mands of  perfonal  fafety,  or  the  ruin  of  his  ambitious  fchcmes,  had 
made  the  Marquis  an  enemy  to  the  men  who  at  that  time  iillcd  the 
ufurped  Government  of  France,  his  hoftility  to  Auftria  was  not 
lefs  than  before,  nor  was  he  competent  to  dived  himfclf  of  it,  all  at 
once,  f(»r  his  own  convenience.  As  to  the  quefiion  of  his  being 
taken  on  netitral  ground,  it  was  one  with  which  neither  of  the  con- 
tending parties  had  any.  thing  to  do.  To  th«  third,  or  neutral 
power,  on  whofe  territory  he  was  ta;ken,  and  to  it  alone,  it  belonged 
to  complain  of  the  a£l  as  an  infrad^ion  of  neutrality  ;  fo  that  nei- 
ther France  nbr  America,  and  ftill  lefs  England,  had  any  thing*  to 
do  with  it.  Viewing  the  tranfaflion,  therefore,  in  its  own  direft 
form,  and  in  all  its  relations,  there  was  no  injuftice  in  it  with  re- 
gard to  the  infraction  of  neutrality-;-QO  violation  of  the  law  of 
nations. 

The  Marquis  de  La  Fayche  was,  therefore,  to  be  confidered  hf 
the  Hoofe  (Unce  he  was  forced  upon  their  deliberations)  Brl^,  as  a 
prifoner  of  war,  under  the  ordinary  law  of  nations,'  and  next  as  a 
ftranger  to  England — this  laft  poiitton  no  one  could  deny.  Hc| 
was  not  a  native,  nor  had  he  been  naturalized  :  he  had  never  been 
in  our  fcrvice  \  he  bad  never  been  even  our  prifoner)  tbia country 
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had  no  ihare  in  him  or  his  fervkes ;  he  was  no  iidiabitant  of  any 
country  which  had  been  conquered  and  delivered  up  to  the  King 
of  Great  Britain  ;  he  was  not  one  of  thofe  who  embodied  in  the 
caufe  of  their  lawful  Monarch  and  Governmenti  or  joined  thofe 
who  ranged  under  the  banners  of  England,  and  were  murdered  in 
cold  blood  by  their  enemies  ;  he  never  had  even  conlhuAively  put 
himfelf  under  the  preteclion  of  this  country  ;  he  had  never  been 
friendly  to  her  interefts.  So  that  he  was  as  completely  feparate 
from  this  country,  its  intereds,  or  its  favours^  as  any  other  perfon 
whatfoever  on  the  face  of  the  globe. 

On  the  fubjedl  of  the  Marquis  de  La  Fayette's  merit  in  the  Re- 

.  volution  he  would  fay  but  little  :  It  had,  in  fadt,  been  fo  (lendedy 
relied  upon  by  the  honourable  gentleman,  that  it  was  unneoeflary 
for  him  to  enter  much  into  it ;  but  never,  never  (hould  be  foigot- 
ten  his  grofs  and  criminal  ncgle£l  in  June  1789;  never  his  condud 
on  the  memorable  5  th  and  6th  of  Odlober,  in  which  there  was  clear 
and  evident  matter  for  condemnation,  which,  with  the  fete  that 
fubfequcntly  attended  him,  (liould  be  an  eternal  leflfon  to  all  thofe 
who,  actuated  by  limilar  motives  of  guilty  ambition,  would  bring 
ruin  on  their  country.  When  at  tlie  head  of  the  National  Guards, 
did  he  lead  them,  as  was  his  duty,  to  the  relief  of  his  Kir^  ?  If 
he  had  not  done  fo,  what  cxcufe  could  be  oflbred  for  him  ?  Would 
it  be  faid,  that  he  adted  under  the  imprcffion  of  terror  for  himfelf  1 
If  fo,  would  they  infift  upon  that  as  an  excufe  ?  or  would  they  fa?, 
that  he  ought  not  to  have  rifked  his  life.  A  foldier,  honoured  witk 
fuch  rank  and  favour,  commanding  the  Guards,  could  not  have 
fallen  in  a  nobler  caufe.  He  ought,  even  though  certain  of  death, 
to  have*  encountered  it  in  difcharge  of  his  duty,  and  expiated,  in 
fome  fort,  the  great  calamities  his  ambition  had  occaGoned.  His 
own  excufe  was.  that  he  had  no  command  over  the  Guards  ;  but 
what  could  be  faid  of  a  man,  who  having  declared  that  he  had  no 
command  over  troops,  continued  neverthelefc  along  with  them  ?  He 
fhould  have  retired,  and  in  repentance  endeavoured  to  atone  for  the 
ruins  he  had  made.  But  no — ^It  was.  well  underftood  what  part 
he  playe^, .  and  what  end  he  had  in  view.  After  having  amufed 
the  King  with  a  promife^that  there  was  no  danger,  which  threw  him 
off  his  guard  :  after  the  Palace  had  been  forced,  and  the  royal  fa- 
mily placed  in  imminent  danger,  he  appeared.  Lulled  into  fecu- 
rity  by  his  promifes,  the  King  and  Queen  bad  gone  to  reft — the 
mob  bi^rfi  fo  fuddenly  into  the  Palace,  that  her  MajeDy  was  obliged 

.  to  efcape  undrefled.  La  Fayette  faid,  that  no  father  videoce 
would  be  ofTeted  ;  -b^t  when  called  for,  was  not  in  towxu  For  hbir 
much  nfki(bhie^^jirhe  not  anfwerable  ! 
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Having  fo  far  (hewn  the  culpable  conduct  of  M.  La  Fayette, 
Mr.  Windham  faid  he  would  now  go  to  the  great  z&  of  merit  to 
which  the  friends  of  the  Marquis  had  been  obliged  to  refort  for 
want  of  better,  and  on  which  they  feemed  to  lay  fo  much  reliance, 
as  an  aft  that  was  to  redeem  all  that  he  had  done  before,  viz.  his 
merit  in  (baking  and  breaking  down  that  Conftitution  which  had 
for  ages  cxiftal,  and  which,  though  abufed,  ^as  yet  capable  of  re- 
formation. Appeal  had  been  made  to  his  condud,  -in  having  faved 
the  King  from  that  very  danger  into  which  his  machinations  had 
betrayed  him  ;  to  all  which  he  (Mr.  W.J  gave  no  credit,  nor,  he 
believed,  would  the  Houfe,  or  any  unprejudiced  rational  pcrfoh— 
no,  not  an  iota  of  credit  farther  than  this,  that  his  ambitions  ftridcs* 
had  brought  him  to  a  period  at  which  he  was  obliged  to  flop  ;*  and 
that  he  refrained  from  his  own  factious  proceedings  only  when  a 
more  furious  faflion  threatened  to  overpower  him.  He  would  not 
fay,  for  he  did  not  believe,  that  La*  Fayette  wifhed  entirely  to  def- 
troy  the  King,  or  to  erefta  Republic  in  the  place  of  the  Monarchy, 
but  that  he  wifhed  to  lower  the  King  to  a  ftate  of  independence  on 
himfelf,  and  to  be,  like  Trincalo  in  the  Tcmpcft,  "  Viceroy  over 
'^  him."  To  encounter  fuch  evidence  of  guilt,  ftronger  proofs  than 
any  which  had  been  adduced  were  neceffary.  Confidering  the 
temper  and  opinions  of  the  honourable  gentleman  oppoiite  to  him, 
it*  appeared  fomeWhat  extraordinary  that  they  ihould  be  advocates 
for  La  Fayette.  They  might  be  fuppofcd  to  forgive  his  "  Trea- 
**  chcr}'  to  hi$  Sovereign  the  King,"  but  how  could  they  pardon  ' 
him  for  the  more  abominable  crime  of  "  Trcafon  to  the  Sovereign 
People  ?  *'  This  was  one  of  the  monftrous  inconliftencies  in  which 
the  conduflofs  of  Revolutions  nccelTarily  involved  themfdves.  If  . 
L"^  Fayette  was  fallert  int9  mifcry,  he  had' fallen  the  viflim  of  his 
own  a6^,  and  his  own  principles.  He  had  broagl't  himfelf  into  that  * 
ftdtc  into  which  all  fomenters  of  great  and  ruinous  Rt  solutions  nr)uft 
neceffarily  fall.  He  had  betrayed  and  ruined  his  country  and  his  . 
Kinjg,  and  took  refuge  for  his  ch^racW  and  confcienccin  his  own 
defeat ;  and  claimed  merit  for  (topping  juft  at  that  poitit,  beyond 
which  it  was  out  of  his  power  to  go';  and  then  he  became  the  ene- 
my of  thofe  whom  he  ha(l  made  the  inftru'nifcrn  of  his  dcfigns  upon 
the  King.  He  was  the  firft  to  bring  dcftrutlion  upon  the  Suptcmc 
Power,  and  the  firft  that  turned  againft  the  Jacobins.  That  he  wJis 
the  author  of  infinite  calamities,  no  one  would  deny:  of  what  his  * 
motives  had  been,  there  was  no  proof ;  but  there  was  no  more  pre- 
fumption  in  favour  of  his  innocence,  than  there  was  in  favour  of 
any  of  the  other  pcrfons  who  were  concerned  in  that  horrible 
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M.  Lt  Fayette,  then,  being  thus  pioved  to  be,  is  to  England,  a 
total  ftranger,  the  quefiion  to  which  Nf  r.  Windham  propofcd  next 
to  advert  was,  that  of  humanity,  which,  in  point  of  hQ,  \eas  the 
whole  quefUon  of  the  night.  With  refpe£t  to  the  rigour  with 
which  that  gentleman  was  dcfcribed  to  have  been  treated,  Mr. 
Windham  declared  he  believed  that  there  was  much  of  exaggeia. 
tion  in  it ;  but  taken  as  a  fubjcd  of  humanity  to  work  upon,  he 
did  not  fee  how  or  why  it  (hould  be  feparated,  as  it  were,  and  fe- 
IcAed  from  others.  As  the  mere  fuflTering  of  an  individual,  it 
muft  certainly  excite  pity ;  there  was  lio  cafe  of  calamity  whatever, 
which,  if  feen  abllrad^ed  from  ottier  confiderations,  but  muft  excite 
the  feelings  of  every  one  deferving  the  name  of  man.  In  this 
view  all  cafes  of  fufFcring  had  a  right  to  be  confidered ;  but  was 
every  cafe,  public  or  private,  to  draw  interpofition  in  its  behalf? 
Did  gentlemen  look  round,  and  confider  the  innumerable  calami- 
ties  that  by  the  wife  diifpofitions  of  Providence  befet  human  nature 
on  every  iHde,  and  oflered  fo  many  fubjc<5^s  of  appeal  to  our  commt- 
fetation  ?  Did  they  recolledt  how  many,  without  oflfence  or  fault 
of  magnitude,  but  merely  under  the  influence  of  error,  were  drink- 
ing of  the  bittcrcft  cup  of  life,  to  which  it  was  impoffible  to  ex- 
tend interpofition  ?  Did  they  gonlider  how  many  there  were  be- 
lidcs  La  Fayette,  pining  in  confinement,  for  debt  or  for  crime? 
To  fee  or  think  of  a  human  creature  enduring  the  rigours,  of  im- 
prifonment,  or  being  carried  to  the  execution  of  that  puniihment 
which  the  laws  award  for  the  expiation  of  crime,  abftra6lcdly,  muft 
wring  the  heart  of  any  man  with  fympathizing  commiferation  ;  but 
arien  fhould  not,  in  fuch  cafes,  confider  the  fufFering  feparate  from 
thecaufes  and  circumftances  which  occafioned  it ;  humanity  would 
iLindie  compaflTion  ;  but  reafon  muft  overrule  that  feeling  in  con- 
iideration  of  the  caufe. 

This  was  the  rVigning  practical  fallacy  by  V^ich  queftions  of  a 
very  (imple  nature  were  attempted  to  be  confounded.  In  the  num- 
ber of  thofe  who  had  produced  the  French  Revolution,  and  followed 
It  up  with  thofe  enormities  which  had  furpaifed  all  that  poets  had 
ever  fancied,  there  were  many  who,  viewing  their  fufierii^s  in 
haked  abftradion^  would  excite  compafTion  For  inftance,  that 
gentleman  named  Collot  d*Herbois — ^he  was  coridemned  to  Guiana, 
CO  which  place  vaft  numbers  of  the  moft  learned  and  venerable 
xnen  exifting;,  the  Clergy  of  France, /had  alfo  been  condcnmed,  for 
ho  othet-  reafon  but  becaufe  they  refufed  to  abjure  their  religion, 
deny  their  God,  and  z&  in  contradi(S)ion  to  their  coofciences.  The 
|>lace  was  chofen  as  that  in  which  human  nature  would  be  moft  ex- 
t>ored  to  fuifcx'/and  every  thir^  was  done  to  render  the  natural  e?ils 
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of ,Ae  countijr  more  dreadful  and  deftru^ve.  If  we  iirefa  to  abr 
flrad  the  fuflmngs  of  the  wretdi  froRi  the  crimes  that  led  to  ift|  wo 
cojild  not  but  wi(h  him  refcued  from  fudi  mtfeiy.  We  would  £17, 
(perhaps  aa  others  may  iay  in  nearly  (imilar  cafes)>  ^^  'Tis  tnii^ 
Coilot  d'Herbois  killed  many  thoufand  people ;  'tis  true,  that  wbeD 
the  guillotines  were  infuffieient,  and  the  executioners  were  fatigued 
with  puttj^ng  them  to  death,  he  fent  them,  for  moK  fpeedy  difpaleb^ 
into  a  great  fquare,  where  he  fired  upop  them  with  cannon,  and  oiv. 
dered  in  a  party  of  cavalry  to  cut  and  trample  to  death  the  few  who 
had  efcaped  the  guns ;  but  'tis  aUb  true,  that  the  thing  is  palTed  f 
and  that  the  meq  are  ,in  their  graves,  and  cannot  be  brought  to  tifii 
again.  Poor  CoUot !  he  is  not  the  better  for  being  in  Guiana^— 
What  is  the  ufe  of  it— Let  us  fend  for  him,  and  bring  him  home 
^-How  can  men  of  feeling  think  of  prolonging  the  punidiment  «f 
poor  Collet.  d'Herbois !" 

This,  Mr.  Windham  faid,  was  a  perfefi  illuftration  of  that 
falfe  humanity  by  which  gentlemen  wifhed  the  Heufe  now  to  be 
guided  ;  but  he  would  tell  them,  that  trae  humanity 'taught  a  dif* 
ferent  lelTon,  and  interdidled  the  piadtice  of  that  fpurious  inB|)oC> 
tuie  under  the  name  of  it,  which  they  advUed.  Mafd^ind  wcve 
not  formed  to  pity  at  once  the  opprefied  and  the  o|^reflbr ;  the 
choice  of  the  honourable  gemleman  oppefite,  was  so  take  up  artl. 
efpoufe  the  caufe  of  the  oppreflbr ;  but  for  his  part,  he  would  lake 
up  and  e^ufe  that  of  the  oppreflfed. 

He  could  not  fcparate  the  idea  of  M.  La  Fayetle  from  die  mik 
lions  who  were  fuffering  by  his  crimes.  Did  gentkmen  doubt  il? 
Let  them  look  into  our  ftreets,  and  fee  men  equal  to  La  Fayette  i» 
honour,  in  rank^  in  talents,  in  courage,  in  every  valuable  qudiiy' 
which  his  warmeft  advocates  could  boafi  that  he  poflcfled,  exilod 
from  home,  ruined  by  the  Revolution,  of  which  he  was  the  leader 
and  inftigator,  and  involved  in  mifery,  inwretehednefa,  and  bfg»* 
gary,  by  his  crimes.  i)id  gentlemen  who  urged  thisme^AMFe  knew» 
or  rathei),  was  it  pofiible  they  (hould  not  know,  that  the  opinion  el 
all  the  beft-informed  men  in  France  was,  that  M.  La  Fayette** . 
condudl  to  the  'King  was  cruel,  ferociouq,  and  unmanly  f  Avid  wm 
it  not  univerfally  known,  from  thofe  who  Were  in  the  ^soniidonee  ad 
the  Queen  of  France,  that  that  auguft  and  magnanimousiperiblk^ 
often  declared,  he  was  the  only  man  (he  could  never  fiingive?  She 
was  often  heard  to  fay,  (he  could  forgive  Barnave,  nayj  would  in*  - 
terpofe  between  him  and  the  ftroke  of  the  eKectpiianei^T-4KiC'iiever 
could  or  would  foigive  La  Fayette. 

Having  difcufibd  tbefe  points^  Ms.  WiAdban&jd^  hi  VlMkl 
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now  apply  himfcif  to  a  part  which  would  bring  tlie  Houfe  nearer  to 
die  oonfideration  of  the  propriety  of  interftrence. 

Would  the  Houfe,  he  aiked,  believe  (hat  the  Emperor  was  un- 
fliindful  of  his  confanguinity  with  the  roy^l  fufFcrers  under  this  man's 
pbns  ?  C^buld  they  fuppofe  that  that  Monarch,  knowing  all  that 
had  been  juft  ftated  to  be. true,  could  fail  of  harbouring  a  jud  in-* 
dignation  againft  the  author  of  his  near  relation's  calamities  and 
death  ?  And  were  we,  without  being  apprized  what  his  defigns 
were,  or  what  his  adual  treatment  of  La  Fayette,  to  interpofe 
with  rcfpecl  to  his  mode  of  treating  the  pcrfonal  author  of  fudi 
crimes?  Surely  not;  it  would  be  not  only  impolitic  and  imperti- 
nent, as  rcfpefling  oiirfclves,  but  extremely  indecent  and  improper, 
as  regarding  his  Imperial  Majcdy,  to  interpofe  in  a  cafe  that  lay  fo 
vciy  near  him. 

In  anfwer  to  ^n  honourable  gentleman  on  the  bench  behind 
him,.  (Mr.  Wilberforcc,)  who  had*  ^untcnanced  the  motion  by  a 
fperch  and  an  amendment,  and  in  whofc  opinion  it  was  our  duty 
to  go  about  Europe  to  dictate  rules  of  policy,  he  would  fay,  that 
his  fcntiments  had  overleaped  the  diftinftion  made  by  the  ho- 
nourable gentleman  oppofite  to  him,  for  the  fame  pitiable  rcprefcn- 
tatioi^and  relief  which  they  confined  to  one,  he  would  extend  to 
all ;  fo  that  where  was  the  work  of  the  Houfe  .in  interference 
to  flop? 

While  fcenes  of  mifery  in  grots  and  in  detail  furrounded  us,  and 
prdfTed  upon  our  fenfes,  whichfoever  way  we  looked,  how  was  it 
that  gentlemen  were  fo  cold  and  (b  callous,  as  never  to  be  quick- 
ened into  feeling  but  by  the  folitary  cafe  of  Monficur  La  Fayette  ? 
In  the  greater  inftances,  when  the  worft  horrors  were  going  for- 
ward, when  our  ears  were  condantly  aflailed  with  the  cries  of  one 
half  of  France  murdering  the  other,  did  the  Houfe  forget  that  the 
ycty  fufpicion  that  thofe  fufFerings  were  the  motives  to  our  inter- 
ference, was  fufficient  to  illegitimate  all  other  caufes  of  war  ;  that 
this  fo  vitiated  it  in  gentlemen  s  eftimation,  that  the  whole  formula 
of  their  objedions,  conftrued  into  plainer  language,  was,  that  the 
war  was  unjuft  apd  deteftable,  becaufe  excited  by  feelings  for  fuch 
mifery  and  deftruflion ! 

If  gentlemen  wi(hed  for  proper  objefls  for  the  exercife  of  their 
humane  feelings,  let  them  look  to  thirty  thoufand  priefts  pining  in 
tlic  prifons  of  France.  They,  however,  thought  more  of  that  one 
man  in  the  prifon  of  Olmutz.  There  was,  indeed,  he  faid,  fome- 
thing  capriciou3^nd  fanciful  in  their  tafte  in  objefls  of  humanity. 
But  of  this  it  might  be  faid,  as  of  tafte  in  other  refpe£ls ^  to  ufe  an  old 
Latin  adage^  De  guflibus  non  dljputantlum. 
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Gentlemen  boaficJ  pretty  laigely  of  hunoanity  and  feeltnjgf  at  tbe 
•  cxpcnce  of  others^     Nothing  was  more  i^ean  or  diflioneft^  than  to 
endeavour  to  catch  rcputatUia  by-:a  difplay -oTirittue  at  other  pcifoitt' 
coft  ;  to  be  qourageou^  on  other,  men's  valour ;  to  be  gcnosoiia  on 
other  men's  money  ;  tobe  charitable  and  magnanimous  at  the.  ex- 
pence  of  the  feelings  of  others.     Thus  difplayed,  ioftead  of  yirtiifs 
they  were  vices.     Dean  Swift  fays,  ^'  All  men  could  bear  the  roi»- 
*'  fortunes  of  others  with  Chriilian-like  fpirit."     So  thefe  gmcfe- 
men  oppoiite  were  very  liberal  in  forgiving  injuries  done  to  Auftria 
and  the  Queen  of  France.     The  n^w^it  of  this,  however,  wa^  not 
veryftriklng.     He  had  no  helitation  in  faying,  that  he  felt  vay 
little  confideration  for  the  bcgjnner^,  of  Revolut^>ns^     M,.  de  la 
Fayette  had  been  the  firft  to  attack  the  ancient  monarchy  of  Fraiupo; 
.  and  though  he  (lopped  (bort  when  he  found  ^3t  his  own  mif- 
fhievous  principles  were  turning  ngaind  his  views,  tliough  be  hs|d 
no  objedion  to  continuing  the  King  upon  his  Throne,  provided 
that  he  might  be  Viceroy  over  him,  yet  be  could  not  feel  for  a  man 
who  was  the  author  of  a  conflidl  that  led  to  fuch  horrors.     Well 
.  or  ill  intentioncd,  he  had  been  the  author  of  the  attack  on  the  an- 
eicnt  fyftem,  which  led  to  all  thefe  niaflacres ;  and  he  (hpuld  ever 
hold  out  as  objedls  of  marked  reprobation,  and  of  punlfliment,  the 
beginners  of  Revolutions.     The  mafs,  who  might  follow  them,  the 
lower  ranks  of  foclety,  who,  from  various  caufes,  might  partake  in 
the  violence,  were  eafy  to  be  forgiven ;  but  men  of  rank,  wbo^ 
from  motives  of  ambition,  originated  Revolutions  of  eft^bliQied 
Governments  in  any  country,   were  jufUy  to  be  regarded  with 
horror,  and  true  humanity  muft  be  eager  for  their  punifliment* 
Beiides,  how  could  they  enter  into  all  the  views  of  thd  Emperor  ? 
There  might  be  pditical  motives  miked  with  the  meafure,  of  which 
they  could  not  judge.     It  was  well  known  that  there  were  peHbns, 
both  in  France  and  out  of  it,  who  were  anxious  to  exalt  M.  de  la 
Fayette  as  the  grand  cliampion  of  liberty,  that  they  might  be  able  to 
cabal  with  him,  to  raife  a  new  Aandard,  and  to  bring  about  new 
revolutions  in  France  and  elfewhere.     How  couUi  gentlemen  tell, 
then,  that  the  condu6l  of  the  Emperor  might  not  be  dilated  by  a 
wife  and  prudent  policy,  to  ke^  this  man  fad,  and  prevent  his 
committing  new  horrors  }     It  was  curious  too,  that  though  there 
were  two  more  pcit/ns  in  the  fame  gaol  with  M.  de  la  .Fayette,  he 
alone  was  mentioned  with  didinguilhed  praifc — he  alone  was  the 
theme  of  condolence,  by  thefe  perfons  who  made  the  war  the  eternal 
burden  of  their  fong,  but  who  never  felt  for  the  many  thoufands  of 
unhappy  vidims  which  that  war  had  made,  and  of  which  war  tt^ 
auUiors  of  the  Revolutions  muft  be  coniidcred^  a^  the  trije ^  author^. 
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fk4^n«Hy^frted^«lli^tv||iefmift|^  veiyanee  wts  due  cfeMly  to 
'4h4Me^  who  «boiin9ii^  4n  ^  A^^Q^  Aiopf  >nd  filled  with  (pleen  and 
4iiip«#ience  drawn  (vom  .Ae  <cKceflive  enjoyments  of  -life,  with  no 
faiite  40  ptivation  of,4hdr  own  «omforts>  widi  not  one  4nr  of  Nun's 
*8e(h  about  them,  ^wwdd^'for  -their  own  vile  purpofes,  fpoit  with  the 
4iap|iinf&<if  maidAndy  and  piay  die  deep  and  .damnable  game  of 
-meMHRon,  Me  woitld  not  be  4bny— indeed  he  would  rejoide,  to 
-fe  liach  ^nen 'drink  ^oep  of  <he  cup  of  calamity  which*  ^lej  had 
|iie.|wnud  fer'the)H!9^f:0tha». 

Ofi  dievPhdlc,  ^ia  was  not  a  que(tion  of  fentiment,  Jbut  of  pni« 
rflfence^  pbliejr,  and  general  morality.  If  there  were  any  grounds 
<feyratc  from  4hde  mentioned  to -land) ion  interference,  he -had  no 
M||<!Aion'to1ntetference  beiri^  attempted  ;  but  'he  never  would  con- 
*ient,nor  would  die  ffoufe,  he 'hoped,  in  theabfence  of  otf>er  rea- 
sons, *tojio^m  afi  whidi  would  pik  a  premium  on  Revolution,  ^ve 
tiielirhClififi  x^  eicample  to  Treafon,  and  reward  to  Rebellion* 

^r.  ^POX  (aid,  that  the  rieht  honourable  gentleman  had  (hewn 
'hitilfelf'tO'be^ounfel  againftM.de  la  Fayette,  and,  like  an  advocate, 
lie  had  endeavouitd  to  'feaxdi  througK  ail  his  life  for  accufations 
'i^nft  him.  In  this  cdurfe,  however,  he  had  broi^ht  (broe  heavy 
'  ehaiges  indeed .  upoh  the  Emperor.  According  to  the  right  honour* 
^ble  gentleman,  no  hypocrify  could  be  more  glaring  than  that  of  the 
'^Emperor,  fer  the- declarations  which  he  had  made  were  not  the  true 
motives  df  hisconduA,  He  was  faid  to  be  detained^  on  account 
-of  the  particular  enmity  which  thelate  Queen  of  France  bore  to- 
wards him.  It' fo' happened,  however,  that  two  more  pcrfons  were 
^•confined  with  him,  who  were  not  hateful  to  the  Queen.     M.  dr 

*  Mai^urg  and  M.  de  Pufy,  one  df  whom,  the  latter,  was  kno\\'n  to 
•be  particulariy  attached  to  the  interefls  of  the  Royal  Family.     But 
t  if  this  were  rerily  the  caufe  of  their  treatment,  how  comes  it  diat' 
^^ofhers,  Who  had  been  adive  in  vodng  the  King's  death,  (hould 

♦  have  been  rdievcd  by  the  Emperor  ?     Why,  but  diat  tliey  had  dioL 
'^fopmidaUe  Republic  of  France  for  their  friends,  and  that  M.  de 

•  la 'Fayette  and  his  unhappy  campanions  were  unpioteAed,  and  had 
'fio-p(ywei¥(tl  friend  to  ftand  up  for  them.  The  tig^  honourable 
-genttetnan  had  dtfcovered  alfo,  that  it  might  be  owing  to  policy. 
'-Tlie-Smperor  might  dread  that  M.  de  la  Fayette  would  enter  into 
;•«  cabal  fbr  bringing  about  a  new  Revolution  in  France.  So  the 
^ight  honoufable  gentleman  was  in  truth  become  the  ally  of  tho 
^Freneh  Republic  ;  he  was  negociating  for  the  Dire£h>ry ;  he  waa 
'9Tti6m  to  favc  them  from  the  peril  of  new  con(|>iracics  and  aew 
^fnathinations*  Even  before  the  treaty  of  peace  was  (igncd,  he  was 
^rvin|  the  Fietieh  Qovcrnment.  The  right  honourable  gentleman 
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chJU^d  them  with  not^comrtlife^ating  the  other  viflims  of  the  Re- 
volution— the  emigrant  Nobles^  and  other  perfons  who  crouded 
our  ftreets.     Mr.  Fbx  faid,  that  he  could  not  name  a  (ingle  occa-* 
lion  when  they  had  felled  to  treat  the  misfortunes  of  thefe  perfons 
with  commlferation  ;  though  undoubtedly  they  had  not  manifefted 
it  in  the  fame  way  as  the  M inifters  of  this  country.     They,  had 
not  fent  them  to  peri(h  at  Quiberony  nor  feduced  them  by  promifea 
which  were  never  fulfilled,  into  iituations  where  no  gallantry  could 
favc  them  from  the  danger  to  which  they  were  expofcd  ;  nor  had 
they  refufedy  even  to  their  memories,  the  performance  of  their 
dying  requeft,  in  juftifying  their  honour  from  the  difgrace  of  having 
advifed  an  enterprize  fo  frantic.     But,  good  God,  what  fentiments 
and  what  do6h'tnes  had  they  not  heard  that  night !     What  argu« 
ments  had  not  the  right  honourable  gentleman  advanced  I  •— •'<  Well 
or  ill  Intentioned/'    M.  de  la  Fayette  ought  not*  to  be  pardoned^ 
becauCb  he  was  the  beginner  of  the  French  Revolution  ;  he  wa3 
not  to  be  pardoned,   becaufe  thouf?.nds  h^  fallen  through  hi& 
means.     If  he  was  not  to  be  pardoned  becaufe  thouiands  had 
fallen,  what  muft  become  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman  him- 
k\ff  and  of  the  Miniiler  of  England,  Who  had  caufed  rivers  of 
bloqd  td  flow  by  their  wild  and  horrid  enterprizes  ?    But  the  be* 
ginners  of  Revolutions  were  the  perfons  to  be/puni(hed,  however 
moderate  and  honourable  in  their  views ;  however  patriotic  in  their 
conduA  ;  and  whatever  benefits  they  may  have  rendered  to  their 
country !     Thofe  who  came  after  the  beginners,  and  who  might 
tarnifli  the  caufe  of  liberty  by  their  exceflfes,  were  to  be  pardoned* 
but  not  the  firA  bcgiimcrs !     According  to  this  new  doSrine,  our 
great  anceflors,  to  whom  we  have  been  accudomed  to  pay  almoft 
divine  honours  for  the  glorious  fervices  they  have  rendered  to  man0 
were  men  to  be  execrated  and  abhorred.     Cromwell  was  a  man  to 
be  excufed  by  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  becaufe  he  found 
things  prepared,  and  only  took  advantage  of  circumftances ;  but 
Hampden,  Pym,  Lord  Falkland,  the  Earl  of  Bedford,  and  all 
the  illuftrious  men  whom  we  have  been  accudoihed  to  reverence,  as 
having  not  merely  refcued  their  country  from  intolerable  evils,  but 
purfued  in  their  reforms  the  principle  of  the  mod  generous  humar 
nity,  and  the  mod  difintere(ted  moderation,  were  objedls  of  .eternal 
execration.   Hume  was,  he  thought,  feverc  enough  uponHampden» 
when  he  faid,  that  he  probably  died  at  the  favourable  moment  for 
his  fame,  fince,  if  he  had  lived,  he  mig^t,  perhaps*  have  betrayed 
pdnciples  of  violent  ambition !     But  this  was  nothing  to  the  argu* 
ment  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  finoe  the  men  who  black- 
f  ned  the  caufe  of  liberty  by  their  crimes  were  virtuous  in  compa- 
Vol.,  I.  3  N 


4s8  PARLIAMENT^Y  [CoMMOUt/ 

rifon  of  thofe  who  delucd  only  to  refinie  their  country  from  tyntnny, 
OHTiipCion  and  abufe.  Such  was  the  whole  jet  of  his  argoment* 
CoUot  d'HerboiSy  according  to  him,  was  no  objed  of  royal  perfe- 
cution  equal  to  La  Fayette :  (br'Collot  was  a  monikr  whofe  crimes 
would  defile  the  caufe.  Liberty  fo  tamilfaed  could  never  be  attiac- 
tive,  nor  recommend  itfelf  by  the  purity  and  benevolence  of  its 
principles.  It  is  hot  therefore  the  Collots  that  they  hate,  but  die 
FayetteSy  who  by  the  unfuUied  patriotifm  of  their  motives,  and 
undeviating  reditude  of  their  conduA,  prove  that  true  liberty  is  the 
parent  and  companion  of  all  the  milder  virtues  of  the  heart.  Mr. 
Fox  faid,  he  fcomed  to  allude  to  any  private  tranfaAions,  but  he 
believed  that  it  was  well  known  to  many  gentlemen  in  diat  Houfe, 
that  the  right  honourable  Secretary  at  War  was  an  admirer  of  the 
French  Revolution  irv  its  firft  (faiges;  he  now,  however,  arguing 
from  the  violences  with  which  its  coutfe  had  been  tamilhed,  con* 
demned  the  very  principle  of  the  reform  of  all  abufes,  and  was  for 
perpetuating  the  mifery  of  the  human  race.  Mr.  Fox  then  fhewcd 
that  La  Fayette  and  his  friends  were  didinguiihed  for  their  mode* 
ration.  They  had  facrificed  their  popularity  to  this  principle :  it 
was  well  known  that,  after  the  i  oth  of  Odipber,  the  chief  com- 
mand of  the  Armies  of  the  Republic  was  offered  to  M.  de  la  Fayette. 
Now,  if  he  had  accepted  of  that  offer-— if  he  had  (hared  in  all  the 
violences  that  followed,  he  might  at  this  day  have  been  one  of  the 
DireAory ;  and  the  right  honouraUe  Secretary,  inftead  of  purfaing  the 
unhappy  prifoner  with  vengeance,  might  be  imploring  the  powerful 
Dire6l^or,  by  an  AmbafTador  at  Paris,  to  grant  peace  to  England ! 
Mr.  Secretary  DUNDAS  thanked  his  right  honourable  friend 
for  the  fpeech  he  had  made,  and  declared  he  never  received  inore 
inffarudion  and  information  from  any  one  that  he  had  ever  heafd* 
It  had  oorre£ied  all  the  falfe  and  delufive  notions  which  had  been 
fported  that  night.  He  was  an  enemy  to  thefe  pretexts.  He 
applauded  the  liberal,  eloquent,  and  gentlemanly  manner  of  the 
right  honourable  mover  of  the  original  queftion,  but  faid  that  he 
had  not  equal  reafon  to  compliment  the  gentlemen  who  followed 
him.  In  his  opinion  the  force  and  feeling  of  his  opening  fpeech 
had  been  diminifhed  by  all  that  followed  it.  The  war,,  he  remarked^ 
which  was  always  the  burden  of  the  fong,  had  alfo  been  jntrodaced 
on  this  occafion.  With  regard  to  the  queftion  itfelf,  if  the  amend-^ 
ment  were  to  (land,  it  was  not  fubjed  to  an  objedUon  to  the  original 
tnotkMi :  in  it,  the  attack  upon  the  Emperor  was  left  out,  for 
fiating  that  die  imprifonment  of  La  Fayette  was  an  unjufl  a&,  ins- 
^ied  sr  cenfure  upon  the  condu6t  of  our  ally,  but  althoiig|h  it  was 
Isft  csit|  he  called  upon  the  Houfe  to  &jr>  .whether  tfaej  wert  xotudf 
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to  concur  in  the  modon,  fupported  as  it  had  been  by  the  infbmaia- 
toiy  and  cenforibus  fpecches  of  the  honourable  gentlemen  on  the 
other  fide  of  the  Houfe.  That  there  was  invedtive  ufed  againft 
the  Emperor  of  Germany  could  not  be  denied,  and  the  precedent 
was  one  unufual>  unknown  in  the  forms  of  Parliament.  He  be- 
lieved the  fpcech  of  the  ri^t  honourable  gentleman  might  make 
its  way  to  Vienna,  and  upon  that  ground  alone  he  would  oppofe 
the  motion  ;  for  what  appearance  could  it  beat>  when  fupported 
by  fuch  arguments  ?  He  remarked,  that  the  gentlemen  in  Oppo- 
fitton  had  given  up  their  original  queftion,  and  adopted  the  amend- 
ment of  his  honourable  friend  (Mr.  Wilberforce)  in  the  hope  of 
coUedting  all  the  draggling  humanity  of  the  Houfe.  He  turned 
round  to  Mr.  Wilberforce,-  and  appealed  to  his  underftanding 
againft  the  ofRcious  charadler  of  his  humanity.  Every  one  knew 
how  he  buftled  in  the  caufe  of  Charity -^how  every  tale  of  woe 
was  addrefled  to  him — how  no  misfortune  could  happen  in  this 
world,  but  his  heart  mud  bleed — no  forrow  could  be  felt,  but  his 
bofom  mud  be  wrung.  But  why  could  he  not  feel  in  fecret  ?  Why 
could  he  not^o  about  doing  good  and  blufb  to  find  it  fame  ?  Why 
muft  the  Houfe  of  Commons  be  made  a  party  to  the  heroics  of  his 
humanity  r  Why  ipuft  they  be  made  the  indrument  of  his  good 
works  ?  In  his  mind  the  Houfe  had  no  bufmefs  to  interfere.  They 
would  put  His  Majedy  into  a  very  awkward  predicament.  An  ad« 
drefs  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  was  a  grave  and  folema  thing,  and 
it  was  not  the  cudom  of  that  Upuk  to  alk  that,  whijch,  if  refufed, 
they  could  not  enforce  themfelves.  In  the  prefent'^ndanqe,  where 
advice  was  to  be  given  to  another  crowned  head,  when  they  did 
not  know  what  forcible  reafons  he  might  have  for  detaining  La 
Fayette,  the  application  might  be  attended  with  a  refufal,  for  rea* 
fons  which  it  might  not  be  pofliblc  to  difclofe,  and  then  what  would 
be  the  alternative  ?  Beddes,  the  motion  might  lay  ^n  imputation 
qxi  the  character  of  the  Emperor,  and  make  it  believed  in  Germany, 
that  he  was  not  fupported  and  beloved  in  Great  Britain  at  a  time 
when  he  had  put  his  empire  at  dake.  He  alfo  contemplated  the 
probable  effect  of  fuch  a  meafure  over  the  difpofition  of  the  Emperor, 
who  was  one  of  our  mod  faithful,  adtive,  and  zealous  allies,  and 
who,  from  fuch  an  addrefs,  might  fuppofe  himfelf  an  objed  of  didruft 
in  this  country.  He  therefore  thought  the  Houfe  would  lofe  its 
underdanding  and  its  judgement,  if  it  voted  either  the  motion  or 
amendment. 

Mr.  JEKYLL  replied  to  what  had  fallen  from  Mr.  Dundas. 
He  fald,  the  right  honourable  Secretary  had  exhauded  himfelf  in 
mere  ei^ordiuin^  and  had  not  condefcended*to  argue  the  fubjed  be« 
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fere  the  Houfe — he  had  cenfured  the  irregdar  and  Ifa^ggh'ng  ha- 
inanity  of  an  honourable  gentleman  on  the  floor  (Mr.  Wilbcr- 
forcc),  whofe  virtues  were  certainly  of  an  irregular  character— 
ivhofe  love  of  liberty  was  certainly  irregular — whofe  love  of  peace 
was  certainly  equivocal.  He  appealed  to  the  Houfe,  and  to  its 
humanity  ;  but  could  not  agree  with  the  right  honourable  Secre- 
tary, thdt  humanity  (hould  not  even  be  dictated  to  thofe  from 
\vhom  it  did  not  flow  fpontaneoufly.  Unhappily  that  had  been 
the  fentimcnt  of  His  Majefty's  Miniftcrs  when  a  right  honourable 

'  friend  of  his  (Mr.  Fox)  formerly  propofed  to  that  Houfe  an  interpo- 
ihion  to  fave  the  unfortunate  Louis  XVI.  from  the  fcaflfold  by  an 
ap|(dication  on  the  part  of  the  Britifh  nation  for  mercy.  Another 
right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Windham)  had  cenfured  anec- 
dotes, and  yet  had  relied  on  anecdotes  communicated  by  French 
ladies  to  himfclf.  If  thofe  anecdotes  were  authentic  as  to  the  un- 
fortunate Queen's  want  of  forgivenefs  in  her  laft  moments  towards 
M.  dc  la  Fayette,  furely  her  opinions,  grounded  but  too  probably 
on  political  prejudice,  (hould  not  now  turn  the  fcale  of  compafifion. 
In  any  point  of  view,  thofe  opinions  were  not  brought  to  bear  on 
Che  cafe  of  M.  de  la  Fayette's  two  unfortunate  friends,  M.  Bureau 
de  Pufy  and  M.  de  la  Tour  de  Rauburg.  The  right  honourable 
gentleman  had  faid,  the  war  was  always  "  the  burden  of  the  fong" 
on  th^  other  fide  of  the  Houfe,  tliough  Mr.  Jekyll  could  iKSt  feel 
that  the  pr«fent  topic  had  been  mixed  with  it  farther  than  as  necef- 
fary  and  incidental.  At  fo  late  an  hour  he  would  abftain^from 
troubling  the  Houfe  with  farther  obfcrvations,  and  appeal  to  its 
juffice  and  humanity. 

General  FITZPATRICK  concluded  with  a  Qiort  reply  to  the 
obfeSions  urged  againft  his  motion.  He  had  acquiefced  in  die 
amendment  propofed,  becaufe  he  thought  that  the  queflion  flill  em- 
braced all  the  eflential  points  which  he  had  in  view.  He  had 
liftened  to  the  fpeech  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr. 
Windham)(  befides  a  very  violent  attack  upon  the  principle  of  Re- 
volutions, in  which  was  comprehended  every  endeavour  to  melio- 
rate the  condition  of  our  fpecies,  it  was  no  other  than  an  ingenious 
and  wcll-diredicd  philippic  againft  his  friend  Mr.  Pitt — and  the 
fymptoms  of  feeling  which  he  had  manifefted  on  the  prefent  occa- 
fion.  The  attack  on  the  charad^er  of  M.  de  la  Fayette  required 
little  anfwer.  Four  years  ago  he  had  vindicated  him  againft  all 
the  reproaches  that  were  fpread  with  fo  much  virulence  againft  him. 
Now  they  Were  renewed  with  an  increafe  of  -bitternefs,  and  as  if 
they  had  not  been- refuted.     In  regard  to  Berthier's  murdcrt  th^ 

_  afiair  .was  perfcdUy  underflood.     It  was  a  violent  tumult  which 
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no  exertion  could  avert.  La  Fayette  had  been  appointed  Com* 
mander  of  the  National  Guard  but  the  day  before,  and  they  were 
not  brought  into  difcipline.  In  regard  to  the  5th  and  6th  of  Oc« 
tobcr,  he  had  been  hurried  to  Vcrfaillcs  by  the  guard.  It  was  not 
his  own  intention  to  go  thither,  but  his  prefence  had  done  great 
good  ;  it  had  probably  faved  the  lives  of  the  Royal  Family.  He 
could  only  fay,  in  anf^er  to  the  report  attributed  to  the  X^een, 
upon  the  authority  of  a  gentleman  who  was  in  England  when  he 
made  his  motion  before,  that  the  Queen  declared  to  him  that  (he 
owed  her  life  to  the  good  offices  of  M.  la  Fayette.  Ht  had  abftained 
from  all  reflexion  on  the  memory  of  that  unfortunate  Queen. 
Perhaps  it  would  have  been  more  generous  in  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  to  have  obferved  the  fame  rule.  With  regard  to  the 
charge  of  the  caAle  that  night,  he  had  afked  it,  and  it  had  been 
refured ;  and  in  regard  to  being  retired  to  repofe  when  the  tumult 
broke  out,  and  their*  Majeftics  were  forced  to  quit  the  palace,  it 
was  not  to  be  wondered  that,  after  being  iixty  hours  without  fleep, 
he  ihould  feek  for  a  little  refreihment.  General  Fitzpatrick  faid 
that  he  had  but  two  points  in  view  in  the  nnotion :  iirft,*to  relieve 
the  unfortunate  perfons ;  and,  fecondly,  to  vindicate  the  honour  of 
Great  Britain.  He  had  abftained  from  going  into  the  pretentions 
of  the  other  two  perfons,  the  fellow  prifoners  of  M.  de  la  Fayette. 
The  one  had  been  married  but  a  few  months  before  to  a  beautiful 
woman,  who  went  to  Vienna  to  folicic  for  her  hufband,  but  not 
having  taken  the  precaution  of  a  concealed  name,  (he  had  been 
ordered  to  quit  the  Auftrian  territories,  juft  as  Alexander  Lameth 
had  been  ordered  to  quit  England,  and  hurried  away  in  twenty^ 
four  hours.  The  other  prifoncr  was  the  father  of  eight  children, 
and  Mallet  du  Pan  calls  him  an  eftimable  and  irreproachable  cha- 
ra6ler.  The  General  concluded  with  a  warm  appeal  to  the  gene* 
rofity  of  the  Houfe. 

They  then  divided  on  the  amendment:  Ayes,  50  ;  Noes,  132. 

The  queftion  was  therefore  negatived. 

Saturday^   1 7/^  Detember. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  brought  up  a  meflage  from  His  Ma« 
jefty,  which  was  read  from  the  Chair,  as  follows ; 

GEORGE  R. 

His  Majtfiy  thinks  f  roper  to  acquaint  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  thai 
hi  is  ai  prefent  engaged  in  concerting  meafures  with  his  allies,  in  order 
U  he  fully  prepared  for  the  vigorous  and  effectual  profecution  of  th$ 
ti^ar,  if  the  failnfi  of  tits  M^J^f^J^  iarnefl  endeavours  to  effe^l  a 
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gfneral  peachy  w  Jnure  and  homurahk  terms^  /houU  Hnforiun^tely 
finder  another  campaign  unavoidable  :  and  Uis^AIaje/fy  will  no/ fail 
t$  take  the  firfl  opportunity  to  communicate  the  refult  (f  thefe  dijcvffiims 
to  the  Houfe,  In  the  interval  His  Majefty  conceives  that  it  may  be  of 
the  greateji  importance  to  the  common  castfe,  that  His  Majejly  Jhould  be 
enabled  to  continue  fuch  temporary  advances  for  the  fervice  of  the 
Bmperor  as  may  be  indifpenfahly  necejjary^  with  a  view  to  military 
operations  being  profecuted  with  vigour  and  effeSi  at  an  early  period ;, 
and  His  Majejiy  recommends  it  to  the  Houfe  to  confider  of  making  fuch 
frovifioM  as  may  appear  to  them  to  be  moji  expedient  fer  this  purpofe, 

G.  R. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  then  moved,  «  That  His   MajcftyV 
mcffagc  be  taken  into  confideration  on  Monday  next."     Ordered. 
Adjourned. 

Monday,    ig/h  DecetnheK 

Mr.  Serjeant  ADAIR,  on  account  of  the  preffurc  of  other  bu- 
finefs,  and  the  defire  pf  many  gentlemen  to  give  if  a  full  difcuf- 
fion,  poftponed  the  commitmenf  of  the  Qiiakers  bill  to  Friday,  the 
7  th  of  February,  when  no  confideration  (liould  Induce  him  per- 
fonally  to  confent  to  a  farther  procraftination. 

Mr.  HOBART  brought  up  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  the 
Pbft-office  duty  bill. 

Mr.  DENT  hoped  the  Houfe  would  take  into  confideration  the 
receipts  and  expences  of  the  Poft-office,  as  well  as  the  great  defal- 
cation of  revenue  by  the  number  of  franks,  the  different  ftatcmonts 
of  which  he  made  from  the  papers  on  the  table,  and  fubmittcd, 
whether  fome  regulations  might  not  hereafter  be  adopted. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engroffed,  and  read  a  third 
time  to-morrow,  if  engroffed. 

Mr.  DENT  wiihed  it  to  be  printed,  as  it  was  not  altogether 
poffible  for  gentlemen  to  be  apprized  of  its  contents. 

Mr.  GREY  moved  for  a  copy  of  the  accounts  in  the  Bank 
books,  in  the  names  6f  the  Truftees  employed  for  the  redemption 
of  the  Imperial  3  per  cent,  annuities,  invefted  in  the  Bank  funds. 
Ordered. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  moved  the  order  of  the  dajf,  to  take  Hit 
Majeily's  meffage  into  confideration. 

The  meffage  was  then  read  by  the  Spealccr  in  the  ufual  ibnn.^ 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  then  rofe,  and  faid,  that  important  as 
His  Majcfty's  moff  gracious  meffage  might  feem,  with  a  view  to 
die  fituationaad  inierefts  of  this  country^  as  well  as  to  the  fituation 
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and  intcrcfts  of  Europe ;  itnportant  as  it  might  feem  to  the  vigo* 
rous  and  efFeflual  profecution  of  the  war,  or  the  poffibility  ahd 
hope  of  the  fpcedy  rcftitution  of  peace  ;  and  important  as  it  might 
feem,  even  if  that  dcfirable  event  (hoold  not  take  place,  to  be  fully 
prepared  for  the  other  alternative,  yet  he  had  the  fatisfacSion  of 
finding  the  grounds  fo  (imple  and  fo  (hort,  that  he  (hould  have 
occafion  to  trefpafs  upon  the  time  and  attention  of  the  Houfc  for  a 
few  minutes  only,  fince  he  trufted  there  would  be  no  difFcrcncc  of 
opinion  on  the  occafion.  He  had  formerly  ftated  to  the  Houfc, 
what  he  thought  would  be  the  probable  amount  of  the  cxpcnces 
and  provifions  fot  the  fcrvicc  of  the  prefcnt  year,  providing,  at  the 
fame  time,  for  any  extraordinary  or  Unforefeen  expences  which 
might  alfo  be  incurred.  He  had  ftated  to  the  Houfe,  upon  a 
former  occafion,  that  it  would  probably  be  ncceffary  to  fumifh  Hia 
Majcfty's  ally,  the  Emperor,  with  fome  farther  pecuniary  afliftance, 
to  enable  him  to  profecute  die  war  with  vigour  and  efFcdl ;  the 
amoufcit  of  which  he  had  calculated  at  the  fum  of  three  millions* 
Some  advances  to  the  Emperor,  the  Houfe  was  apprized,  already  had 
been  made  out  of  the  provifion  for  the  extraordinaries  ;  and  His 
Majefty  now  thought  proper  to  acquaint  the  Houfe  of  Commonsj; 
that  he  was  at  prefent  engaged  in  concerting  meafureswith  his 
allies,  in  order  to  be  fulTy  prepared  for  either  alternative,  a  vigorous 
and  ciFe6tual  profecution  of  the  war,  or  a  fecure  and  honourable 
peace ;  and  had  in  confequence  been  induced  to  call  upon  that 
Houfe  for  their  afliftance.  The  meflage  of  his  majefty  was  con- 
fined, therefore,  to  the  propriety  of  being  fully  prepared  for  the 
vigorous  and  efi<dual  profecution  of  the  war,  upon  the  hope  of  its 
accelerating  a  fecure,  general,  and  honourable  peace;  or  if  thb 
failure  of  His  Majefty*s  earneft  endeavours  to  accomplifti  that  ob- 
jcfl  fliould  prove  in^Rflual,  and  unfortunately  render  another 
campaign  unavoidable,  then  to  enable  his  Majefty,  in  concert  with 
his  allies,  to  profecute  the  campaign  with  vigorous  and  powerful 
exertions.  His  Majefty  had  been  farthermore  pleafed  to  aflure  die 
Houfc,  that  the  refult  of  the  meafures  which  he  was  cenccrtins 
with  his  allies  fliould,  at  the  firft  opportunity,  he  laid  before  them. 
In  the  mean  time,  however  during  the  uncertainty  of  profccuttng 
war,  or  ofobtainitig  peace,  fiis  Majefty  conceived  it  of  thegrcateft 
importance  to  the  common  caufe,  to  make  application  to  the  Re- 
prcfentatives  of  the  people  at  an  early  period,  to  enable  him  to  con- 
tinue fuch  temporary  advances  for  the  fcrvice  of  the  Emperor  as 
night  be  indifpenfably  neceflary  for  either  event ;  and  to  cbnfider  of 
making  fuch  provifions  as  might  be  moft  expedient  for  that  purpofc. 
That  this  was  the  proper  period  when  fuch  aid  ought  to  be  given,  it 
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would  be  improper  to  arp;uey  becaufe  it  would  be  wroi^  to  fuppofe 
it  could  be  difputcd.  Unlefs  we  were  to  abandon  all  the  advantages 
-We  had  already  derived  from  the  exertions  of  the  Emperor,  we 
ought  not  to  difcontinue  that  pecuniary  afliftance  by  which  they 
Were  (fa'U  to  be  fupported.  It  would  be  a  fatisfadlion  to  the  Houfe 
to  fee  that  the  difficulties  which  laft  year  exiitcd  to  the  mcafure  of 
fending  fupplies  to  the  Emperor  were  now,  in  a  great  meafure,  re- 
moved ;  and  this  would,  no  doubt,  operate  as  a  ilrong  induce- 
ment with  the  Houfe  the  more  cordially  to  concur  in  the  meafure. 
But  though  the  difficulties  were  now  lefs,  he  was  not  fai^uine 
enough  to  fay,  that  they  were  totally  removed ;  he  (hould  there- 
fore coilceive  that  it  would  be  the  object  of  the  Houfe  to  adopt  that 
mode  of  proceeding  in  making  remittances  to  the  Emperor,  which, 
in  more  difficult  times,  had  been  found  praditcable  and  expedient. 
Upon  thefe  grounds,  though  it  tnight  be  prudent,  in  fomc  degree, 
to  limit  the  extent  of  the  amount  which  might  be  neccflfary  for  the' 
afliAance  of  the  Emperor,  in  the  farther  profecution  of  the  war,  be 
conceived  it  would  be  wife  and  expedient  to  leave  to  the  difcredon 
of  the  Executive  Government,  the  didribution,  proportion,  and  the 
mode  in  which  the  advances  (hould  be  made.  It  was  his  inten- 
tion, therefore,  to  move  an  humble  addrefs  of  thanks  to  His  Ma- 
jcfly  fur  his  mo(t  gracious  meflage,  and  to  aflfure  him,  that  the 
Houfe  would  take  the  meafures  he  propofed  into  confidcration,  and 
afterwards  refer  the  meflage  to  a  Committee  of  Supply,  to  vote  that 
a  fum  not  exceeding  500,0001.  Oiould  be  granted  to  HisMajefly 
for  the  affiAance  of  his  ally  the  Emperor ;  and  that  fuch  temporary 
advances  (hould  be  made  as  His  Maje(ly*s  Minifters  (hould  think 
fit.  Having  llated  this,  he  concluded  by  moving  the  addrefs,, 
which  was,  as  ufual,  an  echo  of  the  melTage. 

Sir  WILLIAM  PULTENEY  faid,  that  he  totally  difapprovcd 
of  the  mode  by  which  it  was  propofed  to  give  the  aid  to  the  Em- 
peror, and  he  likewife  difapprovcd  the  words  in  which  the  addrds 
was  couched.  They  feemed  intended  to  whitewafli  the  condud 
pf  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  and  to  imply  that  no  cenfure 
had  been  expreifed  againd  the  manner  in  which  advances  to  the 
Emperor  had  already  been  made,  though  there  certainly  was  con- 
veyed in  the  amendment  which  pa(red  on  a  former  night  a  di(ap- 
probation  of  his  condud,  and  he  was  fure  wpuld  be  confidered  a$ 
fuch  for  a  hundred  years  to  come.  The  words  of  the  addre(s  im- 
plied, that  the  mode  formerly  adopted  was  to  be  followed.  He 
could  not,  however,  but  difapprove  of  that  mode.  The  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman  had  defended  himfelf  on  the  former  night  of 
debate  chiefly  in  a  commercial  view  i  but  the  argument  he  then  fup- 
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ported  was  refuted  bjr  an  account  upon  die  table.  Lad  3rear  a  veiy 
fevourable  loan  had  been  mode,  and  a  peribn  who  had  been  dif- 
appointed  in  obtaining  the  contraA,  (Mr.  Morgan),  flafed  that  he 
never  calculated  upon  a  loan  to  die  Emperor,  becaufe  he  conceived ' 
it  impoffibie  to  be  carried  into  effeSt.  Upon  a  former  night  an 
honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  S.  Thornton),  a  Director  of  the  Bank^ 
had  tcAd  the  Houfe,  that  a  deputation  of  the  Bank  had  waited  upon 
Che  Min^fter,  and  informed  him  that  fuch  a  meafure  would  be 
hi^ly  injurious  to  the  commercial  interefls  of  the  country*  This 
declaration  came  from  a  powerful  quarter,  but  it  %  was  the  duty  of 
Parliament  to  know  what  was  the  real  fiate  of  the  public  credt. 
It  was  known  that  Government  allowed  the  difcount  upon  navy 
bills ;  in  confequence  of  that  procedure,  perfons  did  not  care  at 
what  difcount  they  fold  them  out.  According  to  the  accounts 
of  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  from  OAober  to  November, 
1795,  thqr  bore  a  difcount  of  2^  and  2-^.  They  were  3  in  No- 
vember, 3-^  in  the  beginning  of  December  following,  and  4  at  the 
end.  The  difcount  was  4.  in  the  month  of  January,  1796  ;  in 
February,  3,  diough  they  were  fet  down  5  and  5^ ;  in  March^ 
5  ;  in  April,  4  and  5  ;  and  in  May,  5.  Thus,  according  to  the 
giving  out  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  the  difcounts  liad 
ri^fen  in  a  gradual  manner,  but  never  exceeded  5,  while  it  was 
clear  that  navy  bills  fomedmcs  fell  to  a  difcount  of  14.  Acicord- 
ing  to  his  (latement  alfe,  the  plan  for  funding  all  the  outftanding 
bills  in  October  was  to  have  a  wonderful  tSc&y  which  was  denied 
by  many  gendcmen  in  that  Houfe  ;  and  experience  had  proved  the 
Crudi  of  thdr  (latemcnts ;  for  though  in  confequence  of  that  funding 
fyftem,  the  bills  fell  to  a  diicount  of  3  per  cent,  yet  immediately  af- 
ter, the  difcount  rofe  again  to  i  o  per  cent. ;  and  now  a  new  mea- 
fare  for  paying  them  was  propofed,  by  drawing  bills  upon  the  Bank 
at  diree  months  credit.  Thus  from  comparing  the  different  rates 
of  difcounts  of  navy  bills  at  the  dme  when  the  right  honourable 
gendenoan  had  yielded  to  the  idea  that  it  was  impoflible  to  remit  a 
loan  publickly  to  the  Emperor,  it  appeared  that  the  difcount  then 
was  lower  than  it  had  been  iince  the  navy  bills  were  funded,  a  mea* 
fui^  frofn  which  fo  much  advantage  was  expeAed  by  the  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman.  From  the  mode  which  had  been  adopted,  the 
Emperor  could  not  know  the  extent  of  the  afTiftance  he  was  to  re* 
ceive,  nor  in  this  way  could  it  have  the  proper  efFed  upon  his  ex* 
erdons.  in  hQ,  the  Chaneellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  relied  upon 
the  flatements  given  by  the  Bank,  and  had  notderived  his  ioforma- 
iion  from  the  (late  of  the  country.  There  were  feverai  caufes  whic^i 
bad  pKNiuced  the  embarraffment  diat  then  prevailed.  l*he  Bank 
Vot.  1.  3  O 
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altered  their  mode  of  accommodation  m  the  way  of  difcounts,  and 
took  thcjr  revenge  on  the  country  for  the  condufi  of  the  ri^t  ho- 
nourable gentleman,  in  clandeftincly  remitting  funis  to  the  Em- 
peror.    The  right  *  honourable  gentleman  Teemed  defirous  to  have 
the  Emperor  in  his  power,  that  he  might  influence  him  in  the  n^o- 
ciadons  for  peace.     Did  he  wi(h  to  z€i  by  hhn  in  the  fame  man- 
ner as  this  country  had  done  at  the  treaty  of  Utrecht,  ancl  have  it 
in  his  power  to  leave  him  in  the  liirch  if  he  refufed  to  <;p-operate 
in  the  meafures  that  were  in  hand  for  peace  ?    "The  proper  way 
was  fairly  to  come  forward  ^rith  a  fpecific   loan.     The  Emperor 
did  not  afk  a  fubfidy  ;  he  difdainod  it :  it  was  by  a  vote  of  Par- 
liament for  the  purpofe  that  it  (hould  be  done.     The  exertions  of 
the  Emperor  had  faved  Europe  and  this  country,  for  the   French 
vrould  certainly  have  attempted  an  invafion  here  had  they  fuccecdcd 
;igainft  Auftria.     The  Eitecutive   DiredSory  of  France,   in  order 
that  they  might  reconcile  the  people  to  the  policy  of  acceding  to 
the  terms  which  this  country  fhould  propofe,  fcemed  in  this  critical 
moment  to  have  made  public  the  exhauftcd  flate  of  their  army,  and 
^heir  want  of  refourccs,  and  if  the  propofitions  of  this  country  were 
accepted,  the  Emperor  might .  be  left  alone,  or  forced  to  agree  to 
any  terms.     The  Emperor  had  rather  fhown  a  backwardnefs  to  the 
whole  bufinefs  of  negociation  which  had   been  g'/mg  on,  arid  he 
was  fhocked  with  the  idea  of  any  influence  being  ufed  to  induce 
him  to  ad  contrary  to  his  opinion  and  inclination.     The  firft  ob- 
jeflion  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  intimated,  as  to  a  loan 
to  the   Emperor,  was  after  he  had  received  a  hint  from  the  Go- 
vernor and  Diredprs  of  the  Bank,  that  .it  would  drain  the  country 
of.  its  fpecie.     Hints  r-)ming  from  certain  quarters  might  feme- 
times  operate  as  commands.  I'he  Bank  Dire61ors  tell  the  Mfnifter, 
there  muft  not  be  a  loan,  and  it  is  inflantly  given'up.     He  could 
not  undcrftand,  he  faid,  what  bufinefs  they  could  have  to  interfere 
in  a  meafurc  in  which,   perhaps,   the  moft  important  intei'efls  of 
Europe  may  be  involved.     If  a  loan  is  ncceflfary  for  the  Empferor, 
it  certainly  ought  to  be  granted  him,  in  fpite  of  what  the  Bank 
Diredors  might  fay '  againft  it.      It  ought  alfo  to  be  to  fuch  an 
amount  as  would  render  him  effcdlual  aiTillance,  and  enable  him, 
if  peace  could  not  be  obtained  on  fccurc  and  honourable  terms,  to 
carry  on  the  wa^  in  the  mod  advantageous  manner  in  his  power. 
He  had,  he  iaid*  no  idea  of  the  afliflance  to  be  aflbrded   to  the 
Emperor  being  ^ut  into  the  hands  of  Miniflers,  to  be  meted  out  to 
}iim  in  fuch  fcanty  portions  as  to  them  may  feem  prudent  and  pro- 
per, and  not  fuch  as  the  neceflTity,  the  urgency,  and  the  interefls  dF 
his  aflairs  may  abfolutely  require ;  for  thefc  reafons,  the  honour* 
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able  Baronet  (aid  he  oppofed  the  motion  for  the  addrefs,  and  con- 
cluded by  moving  an  athendmenty  that  the  whole  (hould  be  left  out 
after  the  words,  '^  take  the  fame  into  confideration.** 

Mr.  ROBERT  THORNTON  faid,  that,,  as  the  honourable 
JBaronet  had  alluded  to  what  had  fallen  from  him  on  a  former  night, 
with  refped  to  the  Bank,  he  thought  it  neceffary  to  corred  the 
honourable  Baronet  where  he  appeared  to  have  mifunderftood  hhn. 
The  B^nk  had  oppofed  the  remittance  of  money  from  this^  king- 
dom, becaufe  the  twenty-four  gentlemen,  who  were  in  the  diredion 
of  it, '  conceived  that  fuch  a  meafure  was  not,  at  the  time  at  which 
it  was  propofed,  well  fuited  to  the  pecuniary  circumftances  of  tiie 
country.  But  this  opinion  had  not  taken  its  rife  in  their  minds 
from  any  regard  to  the  difcount  of  the  navy  bills  ;  it  was  founded 
on,  two  points— on  an  obfervation  of  the  courfe  of  exchange  with 
Hamburgh  .becoming  very  low,  and  on  the  price  which  bullion 
bore  in  the  market.  In  what  the  honourable  Baronet  had  advanced 
to  the  Houfe  with  refpe(Si  to  the  various  difcounts  of  the  Bank,  he 
yfzs,  Mr.  Thornton  hdicved  he  could  aifure  him,  mifinformed  and 
miftaken. 

Mr.  NICHOLS  thought  this  the  commencement  of  a  plan  to 
fend  more  money  out  of  the  country  to  the  Emperor  of  Germany. 
He  wi{hed,  before  fuch  a  meafure  (hould  be  adopted,  that  thofe 
who  were  beft  qualified  to  fumifl)  the  Houfe  with  information 
fliould  be  heard  ;  and  therefore,  that  the  Bank  DireSors  ihould  be 
called  to  the  bar  of  the  Houfe,  and  examined  on  the  fubje6t.  He 
faw  nothing  in  the  circumftances  of  the  times  which  ihould  make 
that  dcfirable  in  the  prefent,  which  had  been  thought  injurious  in 
the  laft  year.  Our  coin  was  diminifhed,  and  the  fending  of  trea- 
fure  out  of  the  country  was,  in  his  mind,  perilous,  whether  the  fum 
^emitted  was  made  up  in  money,  in  bullion,  or  in  goods.  He  knew 
the  opinion  which  fcvcral  gentlemen  entertained  with  refped  to  the 
fending  gold  out  of  the  countiy  ;  that  all  fears  on  the  fubje(ft  were 
ridiculous^.  It  ihould,  however,  be  remarked,  that  the  fum  of  five 
hundred  thoufand  pounds,  now  propofed  to  befent  to  the  Emperor, 
was  but  the  beginning  of  a  fyftem ;  two  months  hence  a  iimilar  ^ 
itieafure  might  be  purfued ;  and,  as  a  certain  fum  of  money  was  in- 
difpenfably  requifite  to  the  circulation  of  the  paper  of  the  country^ 
the  fiate  of  the  coin  ihould  be  well  afcertained  before  this  was 
agreed  fo.  If  it  could  be  adopted  with  fafety,  and  without  occa- 
fioning  any  ftagnation  of  public  currency,  he  ihould  not  refiil  it. 
He  bqgged  to  add,  that  he  had  been  aiTured  by  a  banker  of  con- 
fiderable  reputation,  that  2  per  cent,  was  paid  by  bankers  for  the 
exchange  of  gold  into  iilver :  what  wa»  the  caufe  of  this,  and  bow 
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it  was  oonneded  with  the  queftion  under  difcuffion,  he  did  not 
know ;  but  of  die  h&,  he  had  no  doubt. 

Mr.  DENT  thou^t  Arong  language  had  been  ufed  againft  tfic 
Bank  of  Engbnd  without  any  folid  caufe ;  for  in  all  his  tranfac- 
dons  with  that  Company,  he  had  experienced  the  utmoft  civility. 
In  regard  to  what  they  ougiit  to  do  refpe^ng  the  extent  of  thdr 
di(bounts>  he  conceived  they  were  themfclves  the  beft  judges.  The 
Houfc  had  no  righti  he  conceived^  to  inquire  into  their  anange- 
mentSy  efpecially  when  fuch  inquiries  might  tend  to  injure  public 
credit.  He  confidered  the  adt  of  King  Williamy  yfhkh  limited 
the  number  of  partners  in  any  firm  to  fixy  as  a  meaiure  to.fuppoit 
that  inititution  ;  and  therefore  any  competition  with  it  wouM  lie  in 
violation  of  that  adt.  This  (hewed«  how  much  its  credit  was  ihc 
objed  of  the  attention  of  Government ;  and  as  that  credit  was 
never  greater  than  when  it  went  hand  in  hand  with  Government, 
he  thought  the  Diredors  would  not  otl^r  any  oppotttion  to  a  necefr^ 
fary  meafure  of  Government.  Admitting  that  the  plan  of  compe- 
tition with  the  JSai^Ci  which  he  underftood  was  in  agitation,  (hotikt 
take  place,  he  felt  nobefitation  in  aflerting,  that  the  one  would  con* 
tinue  to  enjoy  that  (hare  of  public  confidence  which  its  punAuality 
had  always  merited,  while  die  odicr  would  be  nothing  but  a  bank 
in  air. 

Mr.  FOX  faid,  he  thought  be  (hould  have  aded  improperly  if 
he  did  not  take  notice  of  the  fubjeft  which  was  now  before  the 
Houfe.  He  fhould,  however,  do  it  very  Ihordy.  It  was  now  a 
£i£l  not  difputed,  that  a  large  fum  of  money  had  been  fent  to  the 
Emperor  during  the  fitting  of  Parliament,  and  no  intimation  what-" 
ever  was  given  of  that  event  to  the  Houfe.  The  fum  which  was 
now  fuggcfted  was,  to  him,  a  trifling  confideration,  when  compared 
to  the  danger  of  the  principle  on  which  it  was  propded  to  be  voDed, 
and  the  pradice  which  the  Minifter  might  follow  it  up  with«  fince 
after  this  vote  he  might  fend  money  to  the  Emperor  without  (he 
confent  of  Parliament,  in  the  fame  way  as  he  had  done  already. 
Suppofe  that  the  Houfe  granted  the  fum  of  500,000!.  as  now  pfo- 
pofcd  ;  and  fuppofe  alfo,  that  the  Houfe  (hould  exprefs  itfelf  in  die 
cleared  manner  as  to  the  mode  in  which  this  nv>ney  was  to  be  ap 
plied.  What  then  ^  The  Minifter  would,  in  the  mean  timci 
advance  as  much  more  money  to  the  Emperor  as  he  (hould  fhiid^ 
fit ;  or,  if  he  (hould  think  (it,  he  would  withhold  any  part,  or  the 
whole  of  it.  The  Houfe  might  exprefs  themfelves  in  their  ad* 
drcis  to  His  Majefty  as  corredily  as  they  pleafed ;  they  mig^t  limit 
the  application  of  the  money  in  whsit  ^ay  they  plea(ed ;  the  Miniftier 
would  afterwards  purfuc  Ids  own  plan,  and  apply  the  laMcy  as -he 
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•.fliould'ttHnk  fit ;  he  would  afterwards^  whenever  he  condefccpded 
to  addcefs  Parliament  on  the  fubjed,  tell  them>  that  it  was  true  he 
did  not  apply  the  money  fpecifically  as  voted  by  theHoufe,  for  that 
die  exigencies  of  the  public  fcrvice  required  he  fliould  apply  it  in 
another  manner ;  that  unfbrefeen  events  occurred  which  required 
that  he  (hould  make  Aich  difpoittion  of  it.  This  would  *not  be 
new  condu3  in  the  prefent  Minti^ery  for  the  Houfe  had  lately 
Ibund  that  he  had  iflfued  large  fums  of  money  before  he  deigned  to 
come  to  Parliamt^nt  to  a(k  for  it.  This,  in  the  opinion  of  fome 
perfons,  might  be  a  very  proper  way  of  carrying  on  the  afiairs  of 
Government.  Some  might  think  that  the  Minifter  might  come 
to  Parliament  at  any  time;  to  vdAch  he  muft  fay^  that  his  chief 
objedion  was  to  the  Houfc  of  Commons  carrying  on  fuch  a  farce 
and  dehilion  to  the  public,  by  pretending  that  it  had  any  thing  to 
do  with  the  ways  aiid  means  over  which  it  no  longer  continued  to 
cxercife  any  power  of  control.  He  would  vote  for  the  amend- 
inenty  becaufe  it  tended,  in  fome  degree,  to  (hew  that  delufion  to 
die  public.  He  had  liftened,  as  he  ought  to  liften,  with  great  at- 
tention to  the  honourable  Baronet  who  propofed  the  amendment^ 
and  he  was  ready  to  confcfs,  although  there  were  fome  parts  of  his 
fpcfxh  which  he  agreed  with  perfc6Hy,  there  were  other  parts  with 
which  he  could  not  agree.  The  latter  was  the  cafe  with  regard  t6 
what  the  honourable  Baronet  had  faid  of  the  Bank.  He  conceived 
that  the  Houfe  of  Commons  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  nKxle  in 
which  the  Bank  mantiged  their  difcounts.  The  Bank,  in  his  opi- 
nion, were  the  fole  judges  of  the  manner  in  which  they  (hould 
manage  their  difcounts.  The  public,  as  he  conceived,  had  no 
right  to  interfere  in  that  bufmefs,  nor  had  the  Houfe  of  Commons 
any  authority  upon  the  fubjed^.  It  was  not,  in  his  opinion,  their 
bufinefs  to  cxprefs  either  praife  or  cenfure  upon  the  Bank  in  its  con- 
duct with  regard  to  difcounts.  But  if  the  Houfe  had  what  it  ought 
to  have,  what  it  formerly  had,  the  control  of  tile  finance  of  the 
country,  and  the  Bank  were  compelled  to  adopt  a  certain  mode  dif- 
ferent from  their  ufual  one,  that  is,  to  narrow  their  difcounts,  iii 
confequence  of  the  conduct  of  the  Houfe  in  financial  afiairs,  then, 
indeed)  the  obfervation  of  the  honourable  Baronet  would  be  very 
applicable  to  the  fubjcft  noVv  before  the  Houfe  ;  for  certain  it  was, 
tl\at  the  conduct  of  the  Houfe  might  compel  the 'Bank  to  narrow 
their  difcounts,  fuppoiing  the  Houfe  to  have  the  control  of  the  ap- 
plication of  public  money.  He  was  not  now  queitiontng  how  far 
we  ought  to  advance  money  to  the  Emperor.  He  was  not  (kying 
now,  we  (hould  not,  or  ought  not  to  fen^  to  tlie  Emperor  any  more 
D)oney>  for  diat  was  not  the  topic  which  he  wilhed  to  difbufs  at 


47©  PARLIAMENTARY  [CoMMOHt 

< 

.prefent.     He  could  not  help  obfervjng,  however,  that  if  we  were.. 
at  all  events  to  give  to  the  Emperor  any  farther  pecuniary  aid,  it 
would  be  better  in  the  (hape  of  a  fubddy  than  that  of  a  loan  ;  for 
he  thought  the  fccurity  of  the  repayment  of  a  loan  to  be  fuch  as  was 
very  precarious.     When  we  granted  a   fubfidy  we  (Upulated,  at 
leaft,  for  fumcthing  as  an  equivalent ;  when  we  made  a  loan,  there 
was, to  be  coniidered  the  probability  of  repayment,  which  was  ncyt, 
in  his  opinion,  very  great.     The  Houfe. therefore,  indead  of  en- 
fruiting  thcfe  matters  to  the  Minifter,  ought  to  confide  in  its  own 
judgement.     This  was,  in  fome  tneafurc,  the  db]cA  of  the  amend- 
ment, and  therefore  he  (hould  vote  for  it :  but .  after  all,  if  the 
Houfe  did  not  jntercfere  in  the  coadu6l  of  the  Minifter  in  fending 
money  out  of  the  country,  all  they  could  do  upon  this  amendment 
irould  amount  to  nothing  but  a  delufion  to  the  people,  telling  them 
(hat  the  Houfe  had  taken  the  public  purfe  into  their  own  hands, 
while,  in  reality,  they  had  abandoned  it  to  the  difpofal  of  the 
Minifter. 

Mr.  GREY  agreed  in  the  fentimcnts  uttered  by  his  right  ho- 
nourable friend  upon  this  fubjc6t ;  agreed  in  part  alfo  with  the 
honourable  Baronet  who  had  mioved  the  amendment.  His  rig^t 
honourable,  friend  had  preferred  a  fubiidy  to  the  loan  ;  and  why 
did  he  r  Undoubtedly  his  right  honourable  friend  had  Aated  cor- 
redly  the,  nature  of  the  fccurity.  It  was,  in  his  opinion,  effential 
that  the  Houfe  fliould  condder  of  the  nature  of  that  fecurity,  not 
only  to  the  public,,  but  alfo  to  the  fubfcribers  who  had  embarked  in 
the  Auitrian  loan,  under  the  faith  and  authorit}'  of  Parliament. 
The  Houfe  fliould  advert  to  what  had  been  done  in  the  ioan  to  the 
Emperor,  in  which  there  were  two  points  to  be  conHdered — the 
intereQ  of  the  money,  and  the  92,000!.  which  the  Emperor  was 
to  provide  for  the  redudion  of  the  capital  which  was  now  in  arrear. 
This  being  the  cafe,  the  Houfe  ought  to  know  the  fecurity  they  had 
to  truft  to.  The  Emperor  had  failed  in  Ihe  firft.of  his  engage- 
ments in  a  certain  degree,  and  totally  with  regard  to  another  part 
of  the  engagement ;  far  no  fuch  remittance  as  that  of  the  promifed 
92,0001.  had  taken  place  in  point  of  fa6l.  The  public  had  there- 
fore fufFered  by  that  event,  and  the  holders  of  flock  were  materially 
affedted.  The  Mlnifler  talked  much  of  thofe  qualities  which  are 
the  neceflary  companions  of  valour — that  of  good  faith  in  pecuniary 
concerns.  Now,  giving  his  Imperial  Majefty  credit  for  thefe  qua- 
lities, he  wifhcd  to  know  what  expedtations  the  Houfe  had  of  the 
repayment  of  any  future  loari,  when  it  found  he  had  not  fulfilled 
the  engagements  he  had  already  made  on  others.  But  the  fum. 
now  to  be  voted,  as  his  right  honourable  friend  bad  faid  already. 
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vmsy  to  him,  comparatively  of  little  importance  when  placed  by  that 
of  the  condudt  of  the  Minifter  towards  that  Houfe  in  matters  of 
finance.  He  wiAied  to  know  what  the  MiniAer  could  fay  on  i)  e 
fraudulent  account  which  he  caufod  to  be  laid  before  the.  Houfe  1.  ft 
year,  in  anfwer  to  a  motion  of  his  upon  the  vote  of  credit  ?  Wht  n 
he  afked  how  the  vote  of  credit  was  applied,  he  faid,  that  part  had . 
been  applied  to  the  army,  and  part  to  the  ordnance.  It  now  ap-* 
peared,  however,  that  a  very  confiderable  part  of  that  fum  had  been 
applied  to  the  fupport  of  the  army  under  the  Prince  of  Conde.  He 
put  it,  therefore,  to  the  Houfe,  whether  they  would  allow  the  Mi- 
niftcr  not  only  to  fend  money  out  of  the  country  when  he  thinks  pro- 
per, but  alfo  to  permit  him  to  lay  falfe  accounts  of  the  application 
of  that  money  before  the  Houfe  i 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  remarked,  that  the  honourable  gentle^ 
man  who  fupported  the  amendment,  feemcd  to  rely  a  great  deal 
upon  the  argument,  that  it  was  better  at  once  to  give  a  fum  by  way 
of  fubfidy  to  the  Emperor,  than  by  way  of  loan,  as  he  confidered 
the  fccurity  given  for  repayment  in  the  latter  inftance  to  be  not  of 
much  value.  If,  however,  the  loan  given  did  not  exceed  the 
amount  of  the  propofed  fubfidy,  even  in  the  worft  cafe  the  country 
could  not  be  greatly  a  fufPerer.  It  had  been  noticed,  that  his  Im- 
perial Majefty  had  not  hitherto  made  good  the  ftipulated  inRaU 
tnents,  and  the  intercft  due  upon  the  former  loan.  The  arrange- 
ments for  that  purpofc  with  the  Court  of  Vienna  had  not  been 
completely  fettled.  But  he  put  it  to  the  Houfe,  whether,  under  all 
the  circumftances  of  the  prefent  year,  a  failure  of  this  fort  could  be 
tronfidered  ai  any  proof  of  want  of  fafth  on  the  part  of  the  Emperor? 
The  honourable  Baronet  feemcd  inclinable  to  quarrel  with  Minif- 
tcrs,  becaufe  they  had  not  adopted  a  refolution  to  advance  a  much 
larger  fum  for  the  fervicc  of  his  Imperial  Majefty,  without  confidcr- 
ing  that  the  fum  -which  he  fuggeftcd,  might  be  more  than  either 
His  Majefty  wanted,  or  this  country  could  conveniently  fpare. 
All  thofe  who  fupported  the  amendment  admitted,  that  fome  ad« 
■vancc  #as  neccffary  to  a  greater  amount  than  was  now  propofed  ; 
he  did  not  therefore  apprehend  any  very  ferious  objeclion  to  the 
addrefs. 

Mr.  GREY  faid  a  few  words  in  explanation. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  wiftied  to  a(k  the  Minifter  twoqueftions:  the 
one  a  matter  of  fa6^,  the  other  a  matter  of  opinion ,  Whether  th^ 
.  ^ole  amount  of  die  money  advanced  to  the  Emperor  (excepting  a 
fmall  fum  which  was  retained  out  of  the  laft  payment  to  his  Im- 
^rial  Majeffyj  is  not  now  due  to  this  country  ?  And  while  this 
fum  is  four  millions  and  an  half,  and  the  Emperor  is  applying  for 
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another  Ioan»  if  that  fum  (hould  be  doubled,  what  fecaricy  have  ive 
that  any  punduality  vwiil  be  obferved  by  the  Emperor  in  his  future 
payments  ? 

After  the  gallery  was  cleared»  in  expectation  of  a  divjfion  on 
Mr.  Pulteney's  motion,  which  however  was  negatived  without  a 
divifion> 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  rofe,  and,  after  a  (hort  introdudtjon,  pn>- 
pofed  the  following  amendment  at  the  end  of  the  addrefs : 

**  Your  Maje(ly*s  faithful  Commons  having  thus  mantfefled 
**  their  determination  to  enable  your  Majefty  to  give  fuch  aiTiiiance 
**  to  your  Majefty's  ally  the  Emperor,  as  may  be  indifpenfably  ne- 
"  ceflarv  in  the  unfortunate  event  of  an  unfavourable  iflue  to  the 
*'  prefent  negociations  for  peace,  cannot  omit  this  occaiion  of  ex- 
<^  preffing  their  deep  r^et,  that  your  Majefty's  Minders  (hould 
*'  in  recent  inibnces  hAyeprefumid  to  ifllie  fimilar  aJTiibinccs  to  the 
"  Empeior  without  any  previous  application  to  Parliament  fo  to 
'^  do)  iixcxAy  ^&\ngf  as  y»ur  M€ijejiys  gracious  miffcg<  appears  in  a 
'*  grtat  mtcfure  to  admits  in  defiance  of  the  eftablitbed  pridlice,  and 
'*  in  violation  of  the  conftitutional  privileges  of  this  Houfe." 

Negatived  without  a  divifion. 

The  Houfe  then  refolved  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  Supply, 
whca  the  following  refolution  was  moved  : 

''  That  a  fum  not  exceeding  5oo»aooI.  be  given  to  His  Ma- 
'^  jefty  to  be  applied  to  the  fervice  of  the  Emperor,  to  be  iflued  at 
"  fuch  times  and  in  fuch  a  manner  as  His  Majedy  may  fee  mod 
•«  proper." 

Mr.  FOX  called  the  attention  of  the  Committee  to  ri)c  refolution 
which  was  now  before  it.  He  wifhed  to  aflc  whether  they  had 
any  reafon-  to  know  what  would  be  the  efie6^  of  what  they  were 
now  called  upon  to  do  ?  Had  they  any  means  of  knowing  what 
'would  be  the  application  of  this  nK)ney  if  Parliament  (hould  grant 
it  ?  How  did  they  know  that  the  money  was  not  advanced  already? 
The  manner  in  which  Minifters  bad  brought  the  money  affairs  %Ji 
the  public  before  Parliament,  was  fo  complicated  that  it«*as  iav> 
pofTible  the  Houfe  of  Commons  could  undcr(land  theni^  dearly. 
When  the  Minifter  gave  an  account  of  the  vote  of  credit  for  the  year 
1796,  he,  blended  different  fervices  together,  made  a  general  Ajnd 
for  them,  and  alterwards  placed  the  different  fums  applied  to  dif- 
ferent icrvices  under  (heir  proper  heads  ;  by  which  ijneans  it  was 
impoflTible  for  the  Houfe  of  Commons  to  fee  properly  into  the  fair 
fity  of  the  Miqitlcr's  ^counts.  He  would  alk,  under  what  pRV- 
tenoe  it  it  was,  that  the  Minifter  appKed  a  vote  of  credit,  given  q&- 
prefsly  as  a  profpe^ivo  pfoviGon  for  exigencies  which  iQfglU 
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to  fcrvices  which,  to  his  knowledge,  had  arifen  antecedent  to  that 
vote  ?  He  afked,  why  the  Minifter  deceived  that  Houfe  fo  (hame* 
lefsly,  why  he  made  ufe  of  His  Majefty's  moft  facred  name,  thereby 
impoiing  upon  the  Houfe  more  fpecioufly,  to  ftate  what,  he  knew 
would  be  a  deception  upon  the  Houfe  ?  The  Minider  topk  a  vote 
of  credit  avowedly  for  fervices  which  he  faid  were  to  come,  at  the 
very  time  he  knew  thefc  fcrvices  had  adtually  taken  place.  Why 
did  he  conceal  that  fadt  when  he  ftated  his  accounts  to  the  Houfe  ? 
The  extraordinaries  were  made  up  from  different  periods  in  what 
is  called  the  budget ;  and  afterwards  followed  up  to  the  end  of  the 
year  1795*  Why  did  the  Minifter  conceal  from  the  Houfe  at 
that  time  the  money  that  had  been  advanced  to  Colonel  Craufurd, 
and  then  call  it  money  to  be  applied  to  unforefeen  fervices,  as  they 
might  occur  ?  Thefe  expences  had  been  incurred  in  the  fummcr 
of  17959  and  were  adtually  paid  in  December  of  the  fame  year, 
before  the  Minifter  opened  his  Budget,  and  obtained  that  vote  of 
credit.  Why  did  he  do  this  ?  To  deceive  the  Houfe  of  Commons 
with  falfe  accounts.  The  Minifter  faid  that  the  vote  of  credit  dt 
fafilo  was  applied  to  other  fervices,  and  that  in  the  refult  the  accounts 
were  fair ;  but  this  was  deceiving  the  Houfe  with  a  falfe  account ; 
for  when  the  Minifter  came  forward  with  tlie  accounts  under  their 
proper  heads  of  fervice,  it  was  found  that  the  fums  which  were 
voted  exprefsly  for  profpedive  fervices,  had  been  adlually  applied 
to  former  fervices.  So  that  under  the  fanflion  of  a  meftagc  lirom 
His  Majefty,  the  Houfe  of  Commons  voted  a  fum  of  money  ibr 
profpcftive  fervices  in  1796,  which  were  applied  to  fervices  per-, 
formed  in  1795.  Thus  did  the  Minifter  obtain  money  under  falfc 
pretences.  The  confequence  of  fuch  condudt  might  be  dreadful  to 
this  country,  for  it  took  away  entirely  the  difcretion  of  the  Houfe 
of  Commons  by  depriving  it  of  the  means  of  judging  of  the  eftU 
mate  of  any  fcrvices  whatever,  and  made  them  give  blindly  to  the 
Minifter  fums  of.  the  public  money  without  any  knowledge  of  theic 
application,  until  it  was  too  late  to  judge  of  the  propriety  of  that  ap- 
plication. If  the  Minifter  was  to  be  permitted  to  purfue  fuch  a 
pbn  as  this,  there  would  be  an  end  entirely  of  the  power  of  the 
Houfe  over  the  public  purfe  ;  for  thus  the  Minifter  had  taken  tC 
courfe  of  obfcurity,  concealment  and  fraud,  for  it  was  nothing  lefa^ 
than  obfcurity,  concealment  and  fraud  to  a(k  for  money  for  profpec- 
tivc  unforefeen  fervices,  and  afterwards  to  apply  it  to  antecedent  and 
known  fcrvices.  There  was  no  point  of  view  in  which  he  could 
put  this  cafe  ftronger  than  that  which  he  had  done  already,  namely^ 
to  confider  this  as  the  cafe  of  a  fteward.  If  a  gentleman's  fteward 
were  to  apply  for  money  to  defray  future  expencesj  and  having  ob« 
Vol.  I.  -3  P 
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tained  it,  applied  it  to  defray  the  expenccs  -vrhich  he  had  formerly 
incurred,  but  had  concealed  from  his  employer,  that  would  not  be 
deemed  a  very  fefthful  ftcward,  and  the  tranfeSion  would  be  (aid 
at  leaft  to  be  very  fufpicious.  Such  was  at  bcft  the  cafe  of  the  Mi- 
nifter.  If  the  Houfc  fhould  fuffcr  this  to  pafs  without  their  marked 
reprobation,  they  would,  in  his  opinion,  abandon  the  very  principle 
on  which  that  Houfe  could  be  faid  to  be  worth  any  thing  to  the 
people  of  this  country.  He  did  not  know  how  far  this  dereli6lion 
of  duty  was  to  be  carried.  He  would  aver,  that  if  money  was  to 
be  thus  voted>  and  no  meafure  taken  to  check  *the  Minifter  in  his 
fcheme  of  fraud  and  deception,  not  one  Member  of  that  Houfe,  wirii 
all  the  talents  he  could  call  into  atStion,  could  be  able  to  tdl  his  con- 
ftitucnts  what  was  the  account  of  the  expencc  with  which  they 
were  loaded  in  the  courfe  of  the  votes  which  have  already  pafled 
this  feffion,  becaufe  the  whole  was  left  to  the  difcretion  of  the  Mi- 
nifter. If  the  Houfe  of  Commons  were.fo  to  conduiS^  themfelves, 
he  did  not  fee  how  they  could  be  of  more  fervice  to  the  pe<^le  of 
this  country  than  a  body  of  gentlemen  of  the  fame  number,  who 
met  at  any  other  place  for  their  amufement. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  the  obfcrvations  of  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  did  not  at  all  apply  to  the  qucftion  immc- 
/diately  before  the  Committee — "the  propriety  of  voting  a  fum  of 
500,0001.  for  the  fervice  which  had  been  ftatcd.  They  referred 
merely  to  former  accounts,  which  had  been  laft  year  the  fobjedt  of 
difcuflion.  He  had  always  held  out  that  the  money  raifed  by  Ex- 
chequer bills  was  applicable  to  the  purpofe  of  the  general  fupply 
of  the  year.  He  had  laft  year  ftated  precifely  the  fame  doctrine. 
He  had  then  aftertcd  the  propriety  of  a  retrofpedive  ufe  of  the 
vote  of  credit  under  certain  circumftances,  as  well  as  with  a  view 
to  any  unforefccn  enicrgcncy  which  might  occur.  The  accounts 
which  liad  laft  year  been  produced,  related  merely  to  the  different 
funds  from  which  a  fum  had  been  raifed,  and  did  not  diftinguifti 
the  particular  fer\'iccs  to  which  it  had  been  applied.  So  much 
had  been  raifed  by  Exchequer  bills  on  the  land  and  malt  tax,  by 
Exchequer  bills  on  the  diftribution  of  annuities,  and  by  Exchequer 
bills  on  the  vote  of  credit.  So  nuich  had  been  paid  to  the  Bank 
of  England,  and  fo  much  to  the  Paymafter  General  of  the  Forces. 
A  fum  had  been  expended  to  the  amount  of  eight  millions,  but  it 
was  not  ftatcd  how  much  had  been  applied  for  the  eftablilhmertt, 
and  how  much  had  been  Incurred  for  extraordinaries.  If  it  was 
aflced.  Why  the  extraordinaries  were  not  made  up  to  the  24th  De- 
cember, fo  as  to  diftinguifti  thofe  cxpences  which  were  now  made 
the  gcound  of  obje6lion  ?  the  realbn  fimply  waS;  that  Ihc  bills  hid 
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not  been  paid  by  the  Paytnaftcr  Gena^l  til!  the  jrft  December. 
It  was  true  that  the  fum  had  been  beforehand  ^advanced  by  the  Bank, 
and  it  was  e^tprefsly  dated  to  the  Houfe  at  the  period  of  the  fbmner 
difcuflion,  that  ihere  were  certain  arrears  then  due  to  the  Bank. 
But- (ill  the  bills  had  been  paid  by  the  Paymafter  General,  the  fum 
did  not  come  to  be  reckoned  among  the  amount  of  the  extraordi- 
naries.  No  account  of  the  particular  allotment  of  the  Turns  had 
been  given  laft  year,  becaufe  no  fuch  account  was  then  called  f6r. 
As  to  the  ai^ument  that  it  would  be  impofliblc,  by  the  mode  of 
jHTOCceding  that  had  been  adopted  in  producing  the  accounts,  to  know 
the  true  ftate  of  the  finarlces  of  the  country,  it  was  undoubtedly 
impoflible,  amidft  a  number  of  complicated  objeAs  of  expenditure, 
to  afccrtain  precifely  at  one  period  ail  the  details.  But,  he  trufted, 
that  it  would  appear  that  laA  year  thet;e  had  been  no  attempt  at 
concealment,  and  that  no  information  which  had  been. required  had 
been  withheld  fo  far  as  it  could  at  the  time  be  properly  produced. ' 

Mr.  GREY  faid,  that  he  wifhed  to  ufe  the  utmoft  brevity  on 
the  prefent  occafion,  as  he  was  defirous  as  much  as  poflfible  to  keep 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  to  one  point,  and  to  prevent  him 
from  evading  any  precifc  explanation  by  the  mifapplication  of  words. 
He  deiired  to  afk,  Whether  from  the  whole  of  the  ftatement  he 
had  now  made,  any  honeft  and  intelligent-^  man  could  derive  the 
means  of  underftanding  the  (hte  of  the  accounts,  as  laid  upon  the 
table  i  From  the  mode  in  which  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
talked  of  making  ufe  of  the  vote  of  credit,  no  accourft  could  be  in- 
telligible. Whsn  he' (Mr.  Grey)  called  laft  year  for  accounts,  he 
wifhed  to  afcertain  not  onjy  how  much  had  been  expended,  but 
hbw  much  had  been  applied  to  each  particular  fervice.  Such  was 
the  obje(it  of  his  motions  at  that  time.  The  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman now  faid,  that  fo  mudi  was  raifed  by  Exchequer  bills  on 
one  fund,  and  fo  much  on  another.  What  had  this  to  do  with 
the  information  which  he  had  required  as  to  the  application  of  the 
different  fums  ?  When  he  found  from  the  accounts,  that  eight 
millions  had  been  paid  to  the  PaymaAer  General  of  the  Forces, 
Would  not  any  plain  man  underhand  that  this  fum  had  been  in* 
curred  for  tlie  fervice  of  the  army  r  Could  he  poflibly  conceive 
that,  under  this  defcHp^lon,  was  comprehended  the  amount  of  a 
fabfidy  to  the  Prince  of  Conde  ?  If  fuch  a  mode  of  applying  the 
public  money,  and  afterwards  dating  the  accounts,  was  fanAioned 
by  the  Houfe,  the  a£t  of  appropriation  would  be  merely  wafte  paper, 
and  the  didribution  paper  good  for  nothing  :  there  would  be  an 
end  of  sill  that  control  Which  Parliament  afiedled  to  poficfs  ovor 
the  porfcctf  the  nation,  and  the  difpofal  of  the  revenue  wguldy  in 
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fature^  be  entirely  left  at  the  difcretion  of  the  Miniftcr.  When, 
.  under  the  defcription  of  money  paid  to  the  Paymaftcr  General,  they 
found  that  there  was  a  fum  of  341,000!.  remitted  to  the  Prince 
of  Conde,  and  another  fum  of  1,400,000!.  expended  for  a  dif- 
ferent purpofe,  what  confidence  cou!d  they  have  in  the  accounts  laid 
upon  the  table,  and  what  fecurity  againft  the  improper  application 
of  public  money  ? 

,     Mr.  Chancellor  PITT,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Grey,  ftated,  that  the 

account  of  general  fcrvices,  which  was  laft  year  laid  upon  the  table, 

.  gave  as  much  information  as  it  purported.     The  honourable  gen- 

.  tleman  muft  have  known  that  the  mode  of  ifluing  money  for  the 

fcrvice  of  foreign  troops  was  by  bills  drawn  upon  the  Paymaftcr 

General,  and  ihat  all  bills  of  Exchange  were  aHb  drawn  in  the 

fame  way.     The  account  of  laft  year,  indeed,  gave  no  items  n^ith 

.  refpecl  to  the  application  of  the  expence,  and   no  items  had  then 

been  demanded.     If  the  honourable  gentleman  at  that  time  wiihed 

to  afcertain  the  particulars,  he  ought  to  have  brought  forward  a 

motion  for  that  purpofe. 

Mr.  GREY  faid,  that  he  muft  object  to  an  inference  fo  often 
reforted  to  by  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  that  a  Member  of 
that  Houfe  was  not  entitled  to  complain  of  any  inftance  of  public 
abufc,  becaufc  he  had  omitted  to  bring  it  forward  on  a  former  oc- 
cafton ;  with  rcfpc6t  tahimfelf,  if  he  had  had  the  leaft  notion  that 
under  the  article  of  Army  Expenditure  was  included  a  large  fubfidy 
to  a  foreign  Prince,  he  would  not  have  failed  in  the  firft  moment 
to  remonftrate  againft  fo  grofs  a  miHipplicfation  of  public  money. 
Bat  though  he  daily  faw  the  right  honourable  gentleman  in  the 
habit  of  violating  ads  of  Parliament,  and  making  continual  in- 
roads on  the  Conftitution,  he  did  not  conceive  him  to  have  been 
guilty  of  a  condudi  fo  exprefsly  in  the  teeth  of  exifling  afls,  and  fo 
entirely  fubverfive  of  every  conftitutional  principle.  It  was  on  this 
ground  only  that  he  had  omitted  to  touch  on  the  particular  topic 
now  in  queftion,  as  the  period  of  laft  year,  when  he  had  exerted 
his  beft  endeavours  to  got  to  the  bottom  of  that  foul  and  monftrous 
fyftcm  which  had  been  adopted  by  Minifters  in  the  expenditure  of 
the  public  money. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  was  forry  that  the  honourable  gentleman 
made  it  requifite  not  only  for  him  to  ufe  a  great  number  of  words, 
but  to  ufe  the  iame  words  oftener  than  once.  He  did  not  com- 
.plain  that  the  honourable  gentleman  aigued  againft  a  meafure  now, 
which  he  had  let  pafs  without  animadverfton  before.  AH  he  faid 
"was  this>  that  the  honourable  gentleman,  laft  feifion,  got  all  the  in- 
ibrmation  which  he  aikcd  for,  and  that  he  gave  a  proof  that  he  was 
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■  fatkfied  with  the  degree  of  information  which  he  received  by  not 
objeding  to  the  accounts  as  deficient  or  unfatisfafiory  in  any  refpe6tl 
But  now  that  he  had  got  fome  more  particular  information^  than 
what  he  was  then  in  poffcflion  of,  in  the  plenitude  of  his  polite- 
ncfs,  his  candour,  and  bis  juftice,  he  termed  that  a  concealment  on 
the  part  of  Minifters,  which  was  neither  more  nor  Icfs  than  an  ac- 
count under  a  general  head,  which  was  now  prefcnted  in  a  more 
detailed  point  of  view. 

Mr.  FOX  was  of  opinion,  that  the  tranfadtion  alluded  to  by  his 
honourable  friend,  was  not  only  a  concealment,  but  a  fraudulent 
concealment ;  and  he  appealed  to  the  Houfe,  whether  they  could 
give  any  other  colour  to  the  tranfa6lion  ?  He  afked  if  it  was  to  be 
expeded,  if  any  perfon  ever  imagined  that  the  account  of  the  ex- 
traordinaries  of  the  army  contained  a  loan  or  fubfidy  to  a  'foreign 
Prince  ?  What  was  the  nature  of  a  vote  of  credit  t  It  was  com- 
'  pletely  and  direflly  profpeftive,  and  could  never  communicate  to 
him  any  authority  to  apply  the  fums  voted  to  the  difcharge  of  arrears 
previoufly  incurred.  In  order  to  be  convinced  that  it  was  folely 
its  objed,  he  referred  them  to  the  words  of  the  a<9.  There 
they  would  find  its  objed^  to  be  to  provide  not  for  fuch  expcnces  as 
(hall  have  arifen,  but  for  fuch  expenccs  as  may  arife.  He  referred 
alfo  to  the  language  which  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  held 
in  opening  the  Budget  for  1796.  He  then  calculated  the  extra- 
ordinaries  for  the  enfuing  year  lower  than  they  were  laft  year,  and 
he  affigned  this  reafon :  The  extraordinarics  for  the  year  1 795,  he 
alledged,  had  been  high,  becaufe  we  had  an  army  to  maintain  upon 
the  Continent,  an  expence  from  which  we  would  be  freed  in  the 
prefent  year.  He  never  mentioned,  however,  his  intention  of 
fending  half  a  million  to  the  Prince  of  Conde's  army,  though  he 
had  determined  upon  the  meafure^  and  though  he  well  knew  that 
this  would  make  the  extraordinarics  of  the  army  this  year  full  as 
high  as  they  were  laft  year.  But  here  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man thought  .proper  to  defend  himfelf  by  referring  to  the  dates  at 
which  the  bills  were  paid.  This,  however,  was  a  moft  filly  and 
fuperficial  apology  ;  for  every  one  faw,  that,  though  the  bills  were 
not  paid  till  December,  they  were  all  drawn  before,  fome  of  them 
as  early  even  as  themonth  of  June.  He  muft  have  known  at  the 
opening  of  the  Budget  of  this  expence,  and  yet  he  concealed  it,  and 
for  what  reafon  ?  To  deceive  and  delude  the  country,  and  to  ihew 
the  Houfe  that  the  public  money  was  at  His,  and  not  at  their,  dif- 
pofal.  After  this  concealment,  he  afterwards  brought  down  a  mef- 
fage  from  the  King,  applying  fdr  a  vgte  of  credit,  not  to  difchai^e 
paft  arrears,  but  to  provide  for  futute  and  unfbreleen  ferviccs.  The 
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application  was  evidently  wholly  profpeiSlive :  there  Itemed  to  be 
nothing  retrofpcdlivey  either  in  the  views  of  the  right  honourable 
gentleman,  or  in  the  intention  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons*  His 
condud  then  appeared  to  be  didatcd  bf  no  other  motive  than  that 
of'dcccivingy  deluding^  anjd  cheating  Parliament  into  an  affent  to  a 
mcafurc  aboutf  which  He  was  either  afraid  to  commit  them,  or  re- 
fpcding  which  he  would  not  cohdcfccnd  to  acknowledge  them.  He 
again  put  it  to  the  Committee,  whether  they  would  tolerate  fuch 
condudl  in  a  fteward ;  an  allufion  which,  in  his  opinion,  was  ex- 
ticmcly  applicable  to  the  rclati6n  in  which  the  right  honournble  gen- 
tleman ftood  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons.  He  put  it  to  gentlemen, 
not  only  whether  they  could  form  a  prccifc  idea  of  the  ftatc  of  the 
piiblic  finances,  while  fuch  condud  was  allowed  to  pafs  without 
rcprchcnlion  ;  but  whether  they  could  form  any  edimate,  or  even 
guefs  at  the  cxpcnces  of  the  country  at  all.  When  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  came  forward,  pretending  to  calculate  the  public 
cxpcnce  for  the  eiTfuing-year,  was  it  to  be  fuppofed  that,  in  this  cal- 
culation, he  had  paft  cxtraordinaries  in  his  eye  r  In  the  prcfrnt 
indance,  however,  knowing  what  the  a<3ual  expenccs  of  the 
country  were,  he  concealed  tl.cm  from  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
wiftiing  to  keep  them  ignorant,  either  of  the  real  expenccs  of  the 
war,  or  of  the  plan  of  granting  fubfidics  which  he  had  adapted. 
Here  Mr.  Fox  obfcrved,  that  the  right  honourable  gentleman  was 
fmiitng  :  as  much  as  to  fay — "  Wliat !  would  I  not  have  dared 
**  to  communicate  my  intentions  to  the  laft  Parliament  ?  What  is 
*'  there  which  I  would  not  have  dared  to  communicate  to  them  r" 
But,  faid  Mr,  Fox,  after  they  had  done  fo  much  for  him, '  perhaps 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  did  not  choofe  to  put  them  on  hard 
fervice  on  the  feflion  preceding  the  diirolutton*  He  again  infified, 
that  it  was  totally  impoHible  for  any  man  unconneifled  with  the 
Trcafury  to  form  a  juft  opinion  of  the  finances  of  the  country, 
while  the  Minidcr  was  permitted  thus  to  difclofe  or  to  conceal 
whatever  expenccs  he  might  think  proper.  How  was  it  poflible  for 
the  Committee  to  know,  that  even  on  this  day  there  was  not  a 
million  fent  to  the  Emperor  beyond  the  fum  now  applied  for  r  If 
he  had  ufcfd  ftrong  language,  it  was,  in  his  opinion,  juftified  by 
fad^s ;  and  therefore  he  would  not  rctradt  it.  *  He  fat  down,  de- 
fu'ing  ttiat  tiie  vote  of  credit  ad  for  laft  year  might  be  read. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  he  (hould  not  again  entiftr 
upon  the  topics  which  he  had  gone  over  twice  befote ;  he  could 
not,  however,  permit  the  mifreprcfentation  of  the  right  honour- 
able gentleman  to  pafs  unnuiced,  diat  500^000].  had  been  iifued 
in  December, 
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Mn  FOX  interrupted  Mr.  Pitt,  and  denied  that  he  had  evfcr 
fai«i  that  500^0001.  was  iffued  in  December;  he  had  faid, 
that  cxpences  to  that  amount  were  incurred  previous  to  De- 
cember. 

Mi.  BOUVERIE  reprehended  the  conduft  of  Minifters.  He 
thought  nothing  they  had  done  couW  be  included  in  a  vote  of  credit 
which  was  profpc(3ive.  He  faid,  he  wilhcd  to  bring  forward,  as 
much  as  any  man,  the  negotiations,  but  he  thought  money  fliould 
not  be  fent  out  of  the  kingdom  without  the  knowledge  of  Parlia- 
nnent.  He  had  taken  a  deal  of  pains  in  examining  precedents, 
brit  he  had  found  none  which  applied  to  juftify  fuch  a  conduft. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  obferved,  that  the  Minfter  was  powerful  in 
fpeech,  and  feemed  to  have  had  a  patent  for  putting  words  toge- 
ther ;  yet  he  had  difcretion  to  be  filent  on  proper  occafions,  as  was 
then  the  cafe  with  refpedl  to  X/ne  point.  On  a  former  night  he  had 
ftated  the  ncccflity  of  concealing  from  the  public  the  knowledge  of 
the  money  fent  to  the  Continent ;  therefore  it  wzs  impoffiblc  that 
9  fair  account  could  have  bern  given  to  the  Houfe.  There  were 
other  gentlemen  who  ftood  in  a  fituation  of  refponfibility,  befides  the 
Minifter,  and  he  wiftied  to  hear  from  them  fome  information  on 
the  fubjefi.  He  wished  to  know  accurately,  whether  any  intereft 
had  been  paid  for  the  money  already  borrowed  by  the  Emperor  ;  or 
whether  deductions  had  been  made  for  that  purpofe  out  of  the  in- 
ftalments  advanced  to  his  Imperial  Majefty  ?  It  was  material 
that  the  Houfe  fhould  know  this,  or  know  whether  the  Emperor 
would  have  fent  the  intereft,  provided  no  advances  had  been  made 
from  this  country,  in  order  that  they  might  judge  of  his  future  punc- 
tuality. The  Britifti  Parliament  muft  exped  the  punctuality  of  a 
merchant,  and  not  depend  on  the  gallantry  of  a  hero  for  the  pay« 
ment  of  thefe  fums.  He.  would  therefore  add,  as  an  amendment 
to  the  refolution,  "  That  500,0001.  fhould  be  granted  to  ehe  Em- 
peror when  his  exigencies  upon  the  laft  loan  are  fulfilled,  or  fatis- 
fa£iory  reafons  given  for  thefailure." 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  acknowledged  the  fairnefs  of  the  ho- 
nourable gentleman's  deduction.  He  ftated  explicitly,  that  the  in- 
tereft on  the  loan  had  been  paid  at  the  time  ftipulated  ;  and  whe- 
ther that  intereft  was  dedudled  out  of  any  part  of  the  loan,  or  tranf- 
mitted  in  a  more  circuitous  manner  from  Vienna  to  London,  was 
a  matter  of  no  confequence.  He  vindicated  'the  Lords  of  the 
Treafury  as  to  their  condutS  in  the  bufinefs  ;  obferving,  that  the 
anfwcr  to  be  made  in  confequence  of  a  requeft  from  that  Houfe 
was  tabc  given  by  them,  not  on  perfonal  or  individual  knowledge, 
but  from  official  information  received.     And  with  regard   to  •  t/ii 
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mode  of  procuring  that  inibrmation  for  that  Houfe,  he  faid  he  had 
himfclf  given  it  to  the  honourable  gentleman^  previous  to  his 
framing  a  charge  againd  him.     He  obforved,  that  the  Treafuiy,  as 
fuch,  could  no  otherwife  interfere  in  inquiring  into  the  manner  of 
the  Emperor^  fulfilling  his  engagement,  but  by  applying  to  the 
Emperor's  agents  for  information.     As  to  the  guarantee,  he  ac- 
knowledged he  was  bound  to  have  more  precife  information  on  that 
fubjedt ;  and  he  took  upon  him  to  fay,  that  the  Parliament  had  not 
guaranteed  the  payment  of  the  finking  fund,  however  much  the 
public  or  individuals  would  have  a  rigJ4t  to  complain,  if  there  was 
any  failure  en  the  part  of  the  Emperor.     He  then  proceeded  to 
corred  the  flatcment,  that  two  years  and  an  half  had  elapfed  fince 
the  Emperor  had  begun  to  pay  any  part  of  the  (inking  fund,  ob- 
ferving,  that  the  engagement  was  not  made  till  May  I795>  nor 
could  •  the  finking  fund   take  place  after  that,  till  the  whole  fum 
was  advanced  upon  the  loan  ;  fo  that  the  period  of  two  years  and 
an  half  was,   in  fadt,  little  more  than  one  year  ;  and  whoever 
calmly  and  candidly  rcflc6ied  on  all  the  continental  tranfadions  of 
the  Emperor  during  this  period,  would  be  hardy,  indeed,  to  infer, 
that  the  Emperor  liad  no  intention  to  execute  his  agreement ;  and 
he  would  chcarfully  fubmit'  it  to  the  judgement  of  the  Houfe, 
whether  there  was  fufficicnt  ground  to  oppofe  the  meafure  pro- 
pofed. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  contei)ded,  that  the  guarantee  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  intcreft  of  the  loan,  and  the  finking  fiind  for  the  re- 
demption of  the  principal,  flood  upon  the  fame  ground,  and  that 
the  creditors  of  the  Emperor  in  each  cafe  look  to  the  pu}>lic  as  their 
guarantee.  He  doubted  whether,  without  advancing  frefh  ilims 
to  the  Emperor,  he  could  have  paid  the  interefl  of  the  former  fums 
borrowed,  and  thought  this  held  out  but  poor  encouragement  to  ex- 
pe6l  the  repayment  of  the  principal  fums  advanced.  He  wifhed  to 
know  alfo,  whether  the  anions  of  the  Emperor's  Auflrian  dominions 
were  depofited  in  the  Bank  of  England  as  a  fecurity  ?  Whether 
the  5,oo&l.  monthly,  or  60, cool,  annually,  bad  been  paid  accord- 
ing to  the  treaty^  and  had  been  applied  towards  the  buying  up  of 
the  bonds  at  the  market  price,  and  ibr  the  purpofe  of  a  finldnig 
fund  ibr  the  redemption  of  the  capital  of  the  loan.  In  (borty  Mr. 
Sheridan  infifled  that  there  was  a  failure  on  the  Emperor's  fide  of 
every  part  of  the  treaty,  and  that  the  500,0001.  now  propofed  to 
be  advanced,  w^s  .to  enable  him  to  fulfil  his  former  engagement 
with  the  Brhifh  public. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  in  reply  faid,  what  he  had  ftatcd  was, 
not  that  the  public  liad  no  interefl  in  the  fulfilment  of  this  treaty. 
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but  only  that  they  .were  not  to  be  confidered  as  guarantees  to  indivi- 
duals. Were  there  any  juft  grounds  for  apprehending  any  failure 
on  the  part  of  the  Emperor,  \z  allowed  that  it  mfght  be  very  proper 
for  the  inv^fligation  and  Interference  of  Parliament ;  but  that  was 
not  the  queftion  then  before  the  Committee. 

Mr.  BOUVERIE  wiflied  to  know  \vhcthcr  the  500,000!.  now 
moved  for,  had  been  aflually  remitted  to  the  Emperor  ? 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  replied,  that  (he  object  of  the  meafurc 
flow  propofcd  was,  to  take  the  authority  of  Parliament  for  fums  to 
be  remitted,  and  not  to  cover  any  former  remittances. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  wifhed  to  know  whether  Minifters  confidered 
themfclves  authorized  to  take  the  Prince  of  Conde's  army  into  Bri- 
tifli  pay,  and  continuing  fuch  payments  without  the  previous  confcnt 
and  approbation  of  Parliament  ?  For  this  meafure,  he  obferved, 
was  virtually  the  fame  as  increafing  the  loan  to  the  Emperor. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  was  a  queflion  totally  irrelevant 
to  the  fubjcdl  before  the  Committee. 

Mr.  Sheridan*;5  amendment  was  then  put  and  negatived  widi- 
out  a  divifion. 

The  original  addrels  being  voted, 

Mr.  FOX  allred  the  Committee  if  ewry  individual  was  not  pcr- 
fedly  convinced  that  all  the  money  which  had  been  fcnt  to  the  Em- 
peror, during  the  fitting  of  Parliament,  might  have  been  ififued  with- 
out any  inconvenience  in  a  fimilar  mode  ?         ' 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  announced  a  material  alteration  in  a  new 
cavalry  bill,  which  provides,  that  as  an  encouragement  to  pcrfons 
Snrolling  themfelves  as  volunteers,  three-fourths  in  volunteers  (hall 
be  held  equal  to  the  whole  of  the  number  propofcd  to  be.  balloted^ 
and  that  any  individual  who  (hall  come  forward  as  a  volunteer, 
fhall  have  it  in  his  power  to  exempt  any  particular  clafs'from  the 
ballot,  providing,  however,  that  this  clafs  (hall  be  at  the  expence  of 
fupporting  the  hc^-fe  fo  fuppliedf 

Tuefday,  20th  December.  ^ 

Mr.  NICHOLLS  faid,  that  previous  to  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Supply  of  yefterday  being  taken  into  confideration,  he 
thought  that  the  Houie  ought  to  call  upon  the  Governor  and  De- 
puty Governor  of  the  Bank,  to  attend  and  inform  the  Houfe,  what 
were  the  reafons  that  induced  them  in  a  former  inftance  to  objed  to 
the  meafure  of  an  Audrian  loan  ;  and  to  (ay,  whether  thefe  reafont 
had,  now  ceafed  to  exift.  In  the  courfe  of  the  converfation  yefter- 
fhy,  it  had  coi^e  out  tl^at  two  of  the  princip^  r^afona  wefv  the  high 

Vot.  I,  3  0^ 
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price  of  bullion  and  the  rate  of  exchange,  and  that  all  the  D\xg&ot$ 
had  concurred  in  the  oppofition.  It  was  a  facSl  that  fifty  guineas 
on  one  thoufand, pound  could  be  made  by  melting  the  coin,  and 
while  this  was  the  cafe  it  was  impoiTiblc  that  the  quantity  of  fpc- 
cie  could  be  kept  up  by  coining.  There  was  certainly  good  rcafon 
to  be  cautious  before  fuch  a  meafure  as  that  of  fending  fo  much 
money  out  of  the  country  was  adopted.  It  was  highly  becoming  the 
dignity  of  the  Houft  to  enquire  into  the  fubjed,  and  to  know  whe- 
thcr  we  ftill  were  in  the  fitiiation  that  would  render  it  improper  to 
diminilh  the  quantity  of  coin  in  circulation.  This  was  but  the  be- 
ginning of  a  fyflem,  and  much  larger  fums  might  afterwards  be  pio.r 
ppfcd.  A  diftinguilhed  charafler  (Mr.  Burke)  who  was  knowji  to 
be,  in  fome  mcafure,  the  political  dirc61or  of  fome  gentlemen  u^n 
the  Mi nidcfial  bench,  had  recommended  the  profecution  of  the  war 
againft  France  in  that  quarter  where  flie  was  vulnerable,  and  tha^ 
was  in  the  centre  of  her  dominions.  He  did  not  know  if  the  Mi- 
ni ^ler  was  wholly  of  this  opinion,  but  he  had  heard  rumours  of  new. 
fubfldies  to  RuITia  ;  and  if  this  idea  was  to  be  adlrd  upon,  more 
fums  migh  be  drained  out  of  the  country.  He  had  been  one  of 
thofe  who  never  thought  the  war  ncceflary,  and  he  did  i>ot  altoge- 
ther agree  with  fome  about;,  the  value  of  the  objedls  for  'which  it 
Was  to  be  continued.  He  did  not  conceive  it  as  of  fuch  Y^ft  con-, 
fequence  to  reconquer  the  Low  Q^^untries  for  the  Emperor,  nor  waf 
the  obje6V  of  fuch  magnitude  and  importance  as  to  juftify  or  com- 
pei)late  for  our  fcndiiig  money  abroad  to  thp  danger  of  overthrowing 
the  great  fprings  of  our  profpcrity.  The  fiate  of  Europe  w,as  changed 
fincc  the  peace  of  Utrecht,  when  that  country  was  gained  for  th^ 
Emperor  ;  and  now  w^ere  it  reftored  to  him,  it;  muft  be  defended  by. 
the  money  of  Great,  Britain^  fliould  France  ever  attepnpt  to  regain  iti 
He  was  of  opinion,  that  a  certain  quantity  of  coin  was  necelTary  ^ 
and  that  it  was  not  enough  that  there  (bould  be  coin  to  circulate  tha 
|}aper.  There  was  at  prefent  a  very  great  fcarcity  of  coin.  The 
111 ver coin  efpecially  was  very  fcarcc.  He  did  not  know  the  cauf« 
from  which  the  latter  circumftancc  arofc,  but  the  h6k  was  certain^ 
He  could  not  think  of  fending  more  money  to  the  Emperor,  when 
the  money  he  had  laft  received  G6fr  this  country  i  oo  per  cent,  fof 
the  profit  which  individuals  had  made  oii  the  depreciation  of  Gor 
vemment  paper  had  arifen  from  the  quantity  of  it  in  the  market 
which  had  been  iffued  for  the  purpofe  of  enabling  Minifiers  to  fend 
tiim  fupplies.  It  would  therefore  be  highly  neccflary  fiw  the  Houfe 
to  confider  what  would  be  the  confequencc  of  fending  more  tnotief 
•ut  of  the  kingdom  ;  great  embarafsment  from  the  fcarcity  of  mone]^ 
kad  been  felt  by  tradefmen  in  the  metropolis  and  dfewhere,  whie^ 


Dec.  ^0,1  DEBATES.  4I3 

if  the  eM(e  were  inc!«ared)  t^uld  Itkewiie  reach  thohigher  rinks ; 
he  ihould  therefore  move,  '*  That  the  Oovcmor  and  Deputy  Go^ 
Vemor  of  the  B^nk  be  required  to  attend  at  the  bar  this  day :"  when 
the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Supply' is  to  be  taken  into  coclfide^ 
ration. 

Mr.  GREY  fecbnded  the  motion  ;  and  the  quedion  being  put, 
it  was  negatived  without  a  divifion. 

The  report  tof  the  Committee  of  Supply  beii^  brought  up, 
General  TARLETON  obferved,  that  the  pompous  and  exag- 
gerated accounts  which  had  been  frequently  given  to  the  Hoftfe  by 
Minifters,  of  Auftrian  viftories  and  fucceffes,  would  almoft  per- 
fuadc  a  man  of  plain  imderftandirig  to  believe,  that  the  Audrian 
armies  were,  at  the  time  in  which  he  was  fpcaking,  advanced  as 

'  far  as  Chalons  in  France,  and  had  extended  their  light  troops  to 
the  very  barriers  of  Paris.  But  as  he  confidered  eloquence  em- 
ployed in  Aatirig  matters  of  faft  to  be  a  very  dangerous  fpccies  of  de- 
lufion,  he  would,  with  the  permtflion  of  the  Houfc,  point  out  the 

-local  fituations  of  the  Auftrian  armies,  at  the  periods  when  they  re- 
ceived Various  fums  of  monev,  leans  and  fubfidies  from  the  inhdbi- 

"tants  of  Great  Britatn,  and  theii^  a(Slual  lituation  In  the  moiith  of 

•  December,  1796.  He  profeffed  he  would  not  enter  much  into 
military  detail,  but  endcavcxir  to  give  a  clear,  yet  concife,account  of 
the  real  ftate  of  our  ally.   It  muft  be  recoUcd^ed  by  gentlemen  who 

•fat  in  the  laft  Parliament,  that  different  fiims  of  money  were  fkft 
fu{^lied  to  the  Emperor's  agents  in  17941  when  his  irmy  was  in 
Flanders,  and  on  tlic  frontier  of  Holland.  It  muft  be  recollected 
likewife,  that  the  loan  of  four  millions  fix  hundred  thoufand  pounds 
wasf  furnifhed  in  1795  to  his  Imperial  Majefty  when  his  troops 
were  in  poflfcffion  of  Lutchiburg,  the  ftrongeft  inland  fortrefe  in 
Europe.  •  B Jt  at  this  period  the  Auftrian^  have  not  even  In  out* 
poft  within  feventy  mHrs  of  that  fbrtrcfs. 

The  General  fald,  he  confidered  it  a  duty  incumbent  oil  the. 
prefent  Htkife  of  Commons  to  obfervc  and  mark  the  particular 
-ficuation  of  the  I  imperial  armies  at  the  comitiencement,  and  at  th^^ 

'  'Cottcliifidn .  of  the  prefcnt  -c^irmpaign.     Wh:\t  wsls  ihc  fitunrioh  of 

•  the  Imperial  Armies  when  |h«y  went  into  winter  quarters  on  the 
arrangement  of  the  armiftke/ Ortond  Craufurd's  letter,  6it^ 
Decehiber  21,  tf^s^  from  the  head  quarters  of  Oenetal  Glarc- 

•  feytc's  arniy^  would  bcft-ctplain.     "'  Hh  Excellency's  line  liow  inc- 

•  *<*  ttnds  frotri  Ofeycfchahifen  6t\  the -Rhine  bjr  Sctoifibeilgkim-^d 
''*  Obttftein' to  B^rkenfddt,  frbm  whence  che  left  bf  his  inrifis 

«*^c6nn«S>ed'by  a  chakvof  light  troops  with  Marlhal  WurMifar*^ 

•  »  fi^^,  ^iuch  ticcti^e^.  Kilifi»rfla«iern,  %y  Neaftadc»  «iMig-|ho 
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rirulet  caUed  Spirebach  to  the  Rhine.  The  Auftrian  li^t  tiaopf 
"  fcour  the  country  from  Bcrkenfcldt  to  Treves.     Part  of  Marflial 
**  Wurmfcr's  army,  and  the  Prince  of  Condi's  corps,  defend  the 
"  right  bank  of  /the  Rhine  from  PhlUpibourg  to  Bafle."     Tbc 
General  then  continued  :  The  Houfe  mud  bear  in  mind,  that  thi» 
difpofition  of  the  Irhperial  armies  covered  a  very  Wrge  dilfarid  of 
country  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Rhine ;  lie  maft  thcFcforc  now 
place  before  them  the  aftual  fituation  of  the  Auftrian  and  French 
.  armies.    By  means  of  the  money,  advanced  by  Miniftcrs  (and  if 
wc  advert  to  the  periods  when  that  money  was  advaiKed,  the  Houfe 
will  be  inclined,  he  thought,  to  believe  with  hhn,  that  His  Ma- 
jefty*s  Miniftcrs  had  confuJcrable  influence  with  the  Auflrians  m 
breaking  off  the  armiftice)  the  prefcnt  campaign  commenced  ;  in 
which,  much  ikill,  perfonal    valour,  and  pcrfevering  intrepidify, 
might  juftly  be  afcribed  to  both  f)artics ;  for  he  hoped  he  was  not 
to  blind,  fo  prejudiced,  or  fo  bigoted,  as  not  to  allow  an  enemy  to 
poflefs  the  brilliant  qualities  he  had  }iift  mentioned.     But  after 
various  fuccefs,  what  he  demanded  is  the  ppefent  iituauon  P    Notw^ 
withftanding^  all  the  gallantry  ^nd  intrepidity  exhibited  by  tb$ 
Archduke,  which  no  man  admired  more  than  lue  did;  the  French 
had  expelled  the  Auftrians  from  the  Palatinate,  and  after  having 
,  over- run  the  greater  part  of  Germany,  from  wlKncc  they  Iiad  drawn 
gregt  contributions  in  money  and  kind«-,had  fubfided  their  armies, 
which  were  in  great  dilbcfs  at  the  openingofthe  campaign,  for  five 
^nonths  on  the  Auftrian  m^gaxities — bad  compelled  fcveral  Prince^ 
of  the  empire  and  the. circles  of  Franconta,  Suabia,  Saxony,  and 
Bavart.1^  to  detach  themfelves  and  their  contingents  from^  (he  £m- 
perpr,  and  to  accept  peace  ;  the  Frenchi  he  repeated,  have-  at  tbi» 
moment  poiTtflion  of  the  whole  left  bahjc  of  the  RInne>  and,  ii» 
.  addition  to  Puffijldorf,  three  conAdcrable  paffages  <jy.€r  that  river. 
By  means  of  Huninguen,  Kchl,  and  Neuwiud,  they  have  the  faci- 
lity of  advancing'  into  the  heart  of  Germany  whenever  they  fhaU 
doeYn  fuch  an  enterprise  prudent  and  advifablc ;  and  from  the  ex- 
hauftcd  ftacc  of  the  country  on  the  right  bank  of  the  Rhine,  the 
Auftrians,  if  they  do  not  fpcedUy  retake  thofe  places,  will  be 
obliged,  on  account  of  the  wagt  of  |>rov]fion8,  to  retire  to  fome  dU*- 
tance  from  the  prefcnt  fcene  of  aAionv 

Fit)m.this  point  of  a£(tve  operation,  the  General  faid,  he  woidd 

diresdt  tbc  attention  of  the  Houfe.  to  one  not  lefs  adiivc,  or  l^fs  im- 

por^nt.     With  refjped^  to  Italy,  where  events  of  the  grcateft  mo- 

ment  had  taken  place,  he  (hould  (imply  ffaitc,  what  had  bcen^  and 

.  what  was,  the  (ituation  of  our  ally;     If  be  adverted  to  the  King's 

;  fpeechin  I795jhetherefoundakadingparagraph9whiichhewo«^ 


read  to  the  Hoofe:  <<  In  Italy  the  threatened  InvaSoo  f»f  the 
^*  French  has  been  prevented,  and  they  have  been  driven  back  frooi 
*' a  coofiderable  part  of  the  lineofcoaft  which  they  had  occupied/' 
On  this  part  of  His  Majcfty's  fpeech  many  Members  in  the  late 
]Parliament  hUd  laid  conliderable  flrefs,  both  in  that  Houfe  and  in 
another.     A  noble  Lord,  high  in  the  confidence  and  councils  of  His 
Majcfty,  Iwd  Aated^  "  that  the  enemy  had  been  prevented  ovcr- 
"  running  Italy,  where  France  would  have  acquired  great  richer,, 
**  which  would   enable  her  to  profecute  the  war  with  vigour." 
Now  no  one,  he  believed,  would  deny  that  General  Buonaparte  had 
over- run  Italy,  and  was  in  poffeflion  of  every  ftrong  place,  except 
.  Mantua.     Nay,  h?  would  ftatc,  and  not  be  afraid  of  contradid^ion, 
that  if  that  General  was  to  meet  with  reveries  of  fortune,  and  be 
obliged  to  abandon  the  fiege  of  Mantua,  he  ftill  would  be  able  to 
find  in  the  fortrcITes  of  Tortona,  Afti,  and  Alexandria,  a  barrier 
9gain(^  the  AuArian  armies.     In  that  event,  which  did  not  appear 
very  probable,  he  would  have  made  an  advantageous  campaign,  and 
by  keeping  poffeflion  of  the  ftrong  holds  juft  mentioned,  he  might 
again  invade  the  Empcror^s  dominions  in  Italy  when  an  opportunity 
ofl5?red.     The  rcfult  of  the  campaign,  therefore,  to  the  allies  might 
.  be  defcribcd  in  very  few  words.     The  Imperialifts,  after  various 
and  he^vy  loffes,  had  not  a  (ingle  foldicr  on  the  left  bank  of  the 
^  Rhine ;  and  in  Italy,  notwlthftanding  an  Auftrian  and  Sardinian 
army  guarded  the  entraiux  of  that  country,   Lombacdy  and  die 
eftates  of  the  Emperor  had  been  over-run  by  the  French  ;  Sardinia 
and  othej*  powers  had  been  compelled  to  j>urchafe  peace ;  and  the 
Engliih  had  been  ignominioufly  expelled  from  the  ifland  of  Coriica^ 
and  the  ports^of  Leghorn  and  Genoa. 

The  General  then  begged  the  Hovfe  to  recoUe£^>  that  the  Bed 

fums  of  Englifli  money  had  been  advanced  to  the  Emperor  whilft 

his  armies  were  in  Flanders.     The  great  loan  hzd  been  furnished 

when  he  was  in  podf^ion  of  Luxemburg.     Laiige  fupplies  .had' 

been  afterwards  unconftiiuiionally  fent  to  him  Vhcn  he  held  a  coa- 

liderable  territory  on  the  left  bank  of  the  fthine,  and  tlic  whole  of 

^  Italy,    Now  bufhels  of  Er^liih  guineas  are^to  be  wrung  from  the 

.  inliabitants  x>f  this  country,  when  his  armies  are  fituated  on  the 

right  bank  of  the  Rhine,  and  the  left  bank  of  the  Brenta.     To 

what  do  thcfe  courxils  tend  ?     Will  not  the  experience  of  three 

.  years  enlighten  Minifters,  or  open  the  eyes  of  Englifhmen  ?    Have 

we  not,  with  confiderable  difadvantage  to  this  country,  drawn  im^ 

portant  fums  from  the  circulating  medium  of,  commerce  in  order  to 

purchafe  the  deftrudlion  of  hundreds  of  thoufands  of  the  human 

fpecies  ?     Have  not  our  allies  loft  a  confiderable  tract  of  rich^an^ 
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popaloas  tcrtitorics  ?  And  yet  ^c  ate  told  in  brilliant  ipccdjcs,  to 

*  'vkw  onr  fucceffis '^ith  fatisfaSion.  Wc  arc  congratulated  on  the 
^Ilam  atchlevcments  of  the  Archduke.  If  fuch  bombaft  ftate- 
mtnts'pfrevail  wWi  (his  Houf?,  we   (hall  be  congratulated  next 

'  year  on  the  fafety  of  Vieniia !    Such  exprcffions  of  fatisfadtion  and 

'  cfcfhgratulai'ron,  faid  the  General,  reminded  him  of  the  ftory  of  the 
Dutchman  \^iio,  having  loft  his  leg,  expreffcd  his  (atisfaSion  that 

'  hft  had  not  loft  his  head. 

The  report  was  then  read  a  firft  artd  fecbnd  time. 
Mr.  GREY  obfcrved,  that  as  it  was  his  wi(h  the  amendment 
propofed  yefterday  by  Iiis  honounible  friend  (Mr.  Sheridan)  to  the 
refolution  of  the  Committee  (hofiild  appear  on  the  Joararials  of  the 
Houfe,  he  fhould  move  an  amendment  whldi  would  go  to  the  famo 
end.  It  appeared  from  the  accounts  laid  upon  the  table,  that  the 
Emperor  had  not  complied  with  die  conditions  of  the  loan/  cither 

'  whh  fefpcft  to  the  annual  remittances  or  to  the  provifion  for  the 
finking  fund.     There  was  not,  as  the  right  honourable  gentleman 

'  had  obfcrved,  an  arrear  of  one  year  only,  for  the  payments  were  to' 
have  commenced  on  the*  ift  of  May,  1794.     But  with  the  cxcep- 

•  tions  of  I  i,o6ol.  ftock,  whrch  had  been  purchafed  with  one  month'4 

*  ferhittance,  no  payments  whatever  had  taken  place.     This  was  a 
material  Confideration  both  to  the  public  and  to  individuals  before 

"atly  new  adirances  were  agreed  to  be  made.     He  had  already  ftat^ 

the  difFcrence  of  price  betwten  the  Iitrperial  3  per  cents,  and  the 

cofifolidafed  3  per  certts.  and  he  found  on  inquir)',  that  he  was 

Warlianttd  in  that  ftatfement.     As  the  public  Were  the  guarantees  of 

^  the  loan,  the  rifle  t^^as  certainly  greater  in  proportion  as  thc'conditrohs 

on  which  it  was  granted,  were  not  fulfilled.     He  wa^  not  ddiating 

'  the  policy  of  the  meafare,  but  wlfhcd  to  view  the  tranfedtfbn'  as  it 

had  been  cltried  on.     The  t^ight  honourable  gentleman  had  faid, 

'  that  in  the  prefdht  fum  of  5oo,oool.  tiothihg  Was  included  for  the 

Prince  of  Cortde.     Yet  it  could  not  be  denied,  that  remittan(9es 

'  fiad  been  made  for  the  army  tinder  tfte  command  of  that  Prince  in 

'  December  and  Spring  hft  for  fervices  in  1795  ;*  bills  had  been 

'  dfawn  evert  previous  to  December  1795,  and  they  Were  contmutd 

in  February  and  March  fincc.     But  a»  that  corps  had  been  a6Hng 

'  Conftintly  from  that  rime,  he  wiflled  to  know  from  the  right  hb- 

'lioUrabk  gentleman,  whether  tnbney  was  not  to  5e  remitted  fofthtfe 

*  fervices,  and  whether  it  was  his  intention  to  come  to  the  Houfe 
■fot  a  tiew  fupply  ?     Mr.  Grey  then   moved  as  an  amendment  to 

the  tefoiutlon  of  the  Committee  of  Supply,  after  the  \frords  dxprtf- 
•fing  their  coftcorrence  to  gram  the  Supply,  ••Whenever  it  (hall  ip- 
jj        *"tteai',  that  the  engagements  rf  the  Jaft  loan  have  bcenr  fulfaied/-or 
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th;it  fatisfafioiy  rcafoRS  luve  been  given,  for  the  failure  of  the 
fame." 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  as  the  fubjc^  had  been  fully  dif- 
cuflfed  in  the  Conamittee  laA  night,  he  fhould-  fay  nothing  on  the  . 
fncTits  of  the  amendment.     But  with  refped  to  the  qucdion  put  to  . 
him  by  thehonpurable  gpntlcman,  on  the  fums  which  it  might  be 
found  ncceffary  to  iilue  to  the  Prince  of  Conde's  corps,  thougli  he 
couU  npc  take  upon  him  precifely  to  Aatc  what  thefe  fums  might 
amouitfto,  yet  he  believed  the  farther  fums  which  would  be  yet 
dcawn  for,  uv)uld  ho.  ^out  8o,oocl.  or  probably  100,000].  robe 
included  in  the  army  eKtroordinarics.     Ttxis  quefllon  might,  how^ 
^ver,  be  diicufled  after  the  reccfs,    He  had  no  difficulty  in  faying^ 
that  the  honourable  gentleman's  (htcments  were  completely  errp- 
XICOUS ;  for  it  was  evident,  that  the  fuw  paid,  were  not  all  incurred 
in  1795.     Above  2oo,oooL  were  drawn  for  and  paid  by  Golonei . 
Craufurd  in   1796.     He  had  anxioully  endeavoured  to  afcertaia 
the  exad  (si&$9  and  he  had  found  liis  own  ilatcmcnts  corredl,  with-. 
out  tiuAiipg  to  his^gpneral  recolledion.     With  rcfpe<^  to  th^  quef- 
tion  of  collateral  fecuriue«,  he  had  already  fuggeilcd,  that  a  motion 
might  be  brought  forward  on  that  head.     It  was,  ho^xxer^  necef-. 
fary  for  him  to.  repeat,  that  the  Houfi:  would  on  inquiry,  be  fatisn 
fied]  that  the  conditions  had  been  cxa^Stly  complied  with. 

Mr.  FOX  contended  that  308,0001.  had  been  paid  anterior  to- 
ihe  iftof  Oi^ober  1795-  He  had  carefully  looked  at  the  papi^ra 
on,  the  table,  and  found  hlmfelf  juilificj  in  making  that  ftafem^nt. 
[Here  Mr.  Fox  referred  to  tlie  papers}.  He  then  admitted,  thaf^ 
he  had  overlooked  feveral dates,  and  that  only  250,000!.  had  bcei\ 
paid  before  the  term  to  which  he  alluded.  He  therefore  called  aa, 
ti^  right  honourable  gentleman  to  declare,  wlicther  the  Houfe  wa^ 
tfO  hear  of  any  other  fums  fent  to  the  Prince  of  Conde  ? 

Mr.  Chjancellor  PITT  obfcrved,  it  was  a  matter  of  fome  fatisn 
fa&ion  to  find  that  the  right  honourable  gentleman  admitted  he  ha4 
been  guilty  of  an  erroneous  flatcmenL  It  was  to  be  confidered  ceiu 
lBJnly/as  a  mere  error,  yet  he  hoped  it  would  be  a  lefTon  to  gentle^, 
men  that  they  (hould  be  very  cautious  in  charging  others'  with  frauds 
iince  they  were  (torn  their  own  conceflions  guilty  of  errors  them- 
felves,  and  were  proud  to  be  fo  from  the  evidence  of  papers  on  which 
they  founded  their  charges^  and  which  ttiey  conffdercd  as  avthenfiq 
docuinentfti 

Mr*  FOX  replied,  that  he  was  ready  to  gjLvc  the  right  honour<» 
able  gentleman  tbp  full  benefit  of  the  nxisfltatement  of  which  he 
had  V^aib  vii^lfntly  chfixgpdi  and  which  he  hiniiclf  had  prcviodlf 
adwttcd. 
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The  amendment  was  theii  negatived,  and  the  rcfolution  of  the 
Committee  agreed  to. 

*  Mr.  Secretary  DUNIJAS  fald,  that  prcvioufly  to  his  fubmitting 
to  the  Houfe  a  general  ftatement  of  the  affairs  of  the  Ea(l-India 
Company,  he  fhould  make  a  motion,  of  which  it  would  be  necef- 
ft'ry  to  enter  intofomc  explanation.     The  Houfe  were  aware,  that 
when  an  enemy's  country  was  in  the  poffcffion  of  the  Britiili  arms, 
the  laws  of  navigation  immediately  attached   upon  that  countrvr 
As  foon  as  Martinique  and  part  of  St.  Domingo  were  occupied  by 
.    Ae  Britifti,  thofc  laws  applied  to  them  ;  and  therefore  the  objeft  of 
his  motion  was  to  procure  an  exception  in  favour  of  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hopct     The  ppffeffion  of  that  place  was  infinitely  valu- 
able ;  and  it  might  be  held  without  any  injury  being  done  to  any 
other  country ;  it  might  be  held  with  full  juftice  to  the  interefts  of 
this  nation,  and  at  the  fame  time  fo  as  to  leave  all  other  countries 
upon  a  better  footing  than  they  were  at  any  former  period.     When 
the  Cape  was  poffeffed  by  the  Dutch  EaA- India  Company,  ft  was 
poffeffed  as  a  ftrid  monopoly,  and  (hips  touching  there  were  fubjeft 
to  great  inconveniences  and  rcftri(9ions,  in  procuring  the  necefTa- 
ries  for  continuing  their  voyages.     When  vcffels  from  Denmark, 
Franec,  or  any  other  part,  touched,  at  the  Cape,  they  were  forced 
invari^b^y  to  pay  a  price  for  provtfions  much  fupcrior  to  that  which 
the  DutcH  themfelves  gaid.     The  object  of  his  motion  muft,  he 
was  aware,  be  limited ;  he  (hould,  therefore,  propofe,  that  as  long 
as  the.  Cape  (hould  be  in  His  Majcfty's  poflcflion,  His  Majcfty  in 
Council  fhould  be  aijowed  to  make  regulations  refpefling  the  com- 
merce to  and  from  that  place.     It  was  not  His  Majefty's  intention 
to  hold  it  upon  ftrift  colonial  laws^nor  that  (hips  of  other,  nations 
fliould  be  prevented  from  touching  there,  nor  that  they  (hould  be 
precluded  from  tlic  fale  and  barter  of  the  produce  of  their  own 
nations.     He  wifhed  that  a  part  of  the  navigation  a6t  (hould  be 
read ;  and  after  it  had  been  read,  he  moved,   that  the  Houfe 
fhould  immediately  rcfolve  itfelf  into  a  Committee,  to  con(ideF 
of  the  trade  and  commerce   to  and  from  the  C^pe   of  Good 
Hope. 

Sir  F.  BARING  looked  on  fuch  a  preface  to  the  Eaft- India 
Budget  as  a  bad  omen  for  the  public  relative  to  peace.  He  (hould, 
for  his  part,  be  glad  to  hear  of  fomething  more  palatable,  and  he 
would  therefore  oppofe  going  into  the  Committee.  The  Cape  of 
Good  Hope  had  been  fo  long  in  the  po(rcflfon  of  the  Dutch,  that 
gentlemen  were  not,  perhaps,  fully  prepared  to  confider  the  fubjed 
in  all  its  jelations.  The  Cape  certainly  appeared  to  hlmln  a  vciy 
diiTcrcnt  light  from  what  it  did  to  the  right  honourable  gemienia»| 
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as  a* valuable  acquifition.  He  corifidered  it  as  a  heavy  burden  to 
the  public,  and  (hould  pronounce  it  an  objeft  of  no  moment  in  the 
iiogociation  then  carrying  on.  The  Cape  was  furrounded  by  a 
defart  thirty  miles  in  extent.  He  was  proceeding  to  ftate  the  local 
diiadvantage  of  the  Cape,  when  he  was  called  to  order  by 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT,  who  faid,  that  the  honourable  gentle- 
man had  been  guilty  of  a  miftake  in  fuppofing  this  to  be  the  preface 
to  the  India  Budget.  It  was  a  point  of  confidcrable  importance, 
on  which  the  queftion  fimply  was,  whether  the  Houfe  fhould  go 
into  a  Committee ;  'it  was  not  propofcd  to  inquire,  whether  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope  was,  as  the  world  had  hitherto  conceived  it  to 
be,  a  place  of  the  greateft  value,  and  a  poffefTion  the  moft  defirable, 
perhaps,  on  the  face  of  the  globe ;  but  the  obje<^,  whiA  the^  Com- 
mittee was  to  report  on,  was,  whether,  as  long  as  His  Majefty 
Ihould  continue  to  hold  it,  he  (hould  be  bound  by  the  ftrict  letter  of 
the  zSt  of  navigation,  and  (hould  be  compelled  to  exclude  other 
nations  from  a  participation  of  its  benefits  ?  His  right  honourable 
friend,  who  entertained  a  high  opinion  of  the  value  of  the  Cape, 
thought  that  other  countries  might  be  permitted  to  (hare  its  ad- 
vantage with  us  ;  but  the  honourable  Baronet,  who  conlidcred  it  as 
of  no  value,  was  unwilling  to  fufFer  others  to  have  a  (hare  of  thefc 
benefits.  He  fu()mitted  to  the  Baronet,  whether  the  value  had  any 
thing  to  do  with  the  prcfent  queftion. 

Sir  F.  BARING  faid,  that  conceiving  the  advantages  of  this 
colony  had  always  been  greatly  over-rated,  he  thought  that,  at  the 
prefent  jund^ure,  it  might  be  of  fome  ufe  to  declare  th;.t  opinion. 

The  Houfe  then  went  into  a  Committee. ' 

Mr.  Secretary  DUNDAS  faid,  t\u:  ^''vlng  ftated  the  nature  of 
what  he  was  to  fubmit  to  the  confideration  of  the  Committee,  he 
(hould  avoid  entering  into  the  difcu(rion  fuggeftcd  by  the  ho.nouiablc 
Baronet.  AH  that  he  (hould  fay  was,  that  he  hoped?  as  long  as 
His  Majefty  (hould  hold  the  Cape,  which  he  (incerely  truftcd  would 
be  for  ever,  it  would  be  held  in  fuch  a  manner  as  not  to  debar 
other  nations  from  any  benefits  which  they  might  derive  from  fre- 
quenting it.  He  (hould  therefore  move,  **  Refolved,  that  it  is  the 
opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  the  Chairman  do  move  the  Houfe 
for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  enable  His  Majefty  in  Council  to 
fcgulate  for  a  limited  time  the  trade  and  commerce  to  and  from  the 
Cape  of  Good  of  Hope,  &c." 

Mr.  HARRISON  thought  the  meafure  propofed  by  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  was  only  a  prelude  to  a  variety  of  additional 
expences  and  emoluments :  it  would  tend  to  the  fuperfluous  ap- 

r'litfnent  of  fiaff  and  other  officers.     It  appeared  itiore  advanta- 
Vot.  I.  3  R 
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geous  to  htm  if  the  Cape  were  in  the  hands  of  a  weak  power»  thaa 
in  the  poflfeffion  of  this  country.  He  was  of  opinion,  while  it  re- 
mained in  our  hands»  it  would  raife  the  jealoufy  of  other  powers^ 
and  prove  a  bar  to  the  fuccefs  of  the  prefent  ncgociation^  as  it 
would  look  like  a  difpofition^  dn  the  part  of  this  country,  to  cfia-^ 
bli(h  a  monopoly  in  its  own  favour. 

'  Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  obferved,  that  the  reafons  uxged  by  the 
honourable  gentleman  appeared  fomewhat  inconiiAent.  He  iirft 
talked  of  the  additional  expence  which  it  was  neccffary  to  incur  for 
the  purpofe  of  keeping  the  Cape,  and  yet  he  was  defirous  of  kdag 
it  in  the  hands  of  a  weak  power  which  certainly  could  not  be 
equally  competent  with  this  country  to  bear  that  expence.  The 
honourable  gentleman  next  argued  that  the  meafure  would  eftabliA^ 
a  monopoly,  and  yet  the  very  objedt  of  the  meafure  was  a  relaxa- 
tion of  the  navigation  laws,  which,  in  every  point  of  view,  defeated 
the  end  of  monopoly.  The  honourable  gentleman  then  proceeded 
to  lay  fome  (he(s  on  the  probability  of  the  Cape  proving  a  bar  to 
ncgociation,  when  it  was  evident  that  the  pof&flion  of  fo  valuable 
a  fettlement  could  alone  tend  to  accelerate  the  concluiion  of  nego* 
ciation.  Thus  on  the  feparate  grounds  of  expence,  monopoly,  and 
poliOy,  the  honourable  gentleman  had  uiged  nothing  but  what  could 
be  refuted  by  his  own  principles. 

The  refolution  was  then  agreed  to,  reported  to  the  Houfe^  an4 
a  bill  ordered  to  be  brought  in  accordingly. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  moved  to  refolve  into  a  Committee 
of  the  whole  Houfe,  to  take  into  confideration  the  papers  profented 
from  the  India  Houfe,  Sec. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS  in  the  Chair, 

Mr.  Secretary  DUNDAS  faid,  that  in  the  ftatcment  which  be 
had  now  to  bring  forward,  he  couid  not  promife  not  to  confume  si 
confiderable  part  of  the  time  of  the  Houfe  ;  he  had,  however,  tlw 
iatisfadion  to  premife  that  he  (hould  be  able  to  bring  the  &ibjeA 
which  he  had  to  fubmit  to  the  Committee  into  a  much  narrower 
compafs  than  ufual.  This  advantage  he  owed  to  the  naode  in 
which  the  accounts  were  now  prepared.  Several  years  ago  the  fer* 
vants  of  the  Eaft- India  Company  had  not  prepared  their  accounts 
<  with  any  degree  of  accuracy ;  they  had  drawn  them  up,  rather  as 
matter  of  form  to  be  fubroitted  to  the  curfory  infpedion  of  the 
Court  of  Ditt:£lors,  thgn  with  a  view  to  aflfbrd  any  corre^  infcnma- 
don,  or  undergo  a  minute  Infpe^lion.  Under  thefe  circumitances, 
In  confequence  of  the  dldance,  which  occafioned  a  confiderable  delay 
before  any  regulations  could  take  eSc&j  two  or  three  years  had 
elapTcd  before  the  accounts  were  brought  into  fuci^  a  (late  that  tbe; 
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could  be  reduced  to  any  cleamefs  of  arrangement,  or  confidered  at 
proper  documents  on  whicb  to  found  refoludons  of  that  Houfe. 
The  regulatbns  adopted  had  now,  however,  operated  to  produce  a 
very  high  degree  of  improvement.  The  accounts  were,  at  prefent, 
in  Tuch  a  date,  that  he  flattered  himfeif  there  were  not  many  pointf 
on  which  it  would  be  neceffary  for  him  to  go  into  any  minutenefs 
of  detai^  He  (hould  therefore,  in  the  firft  inftance,  content  Mm- 
felf  with  ftating  the  general  refults,  leaving  afterwards  to  gentlemen 
to  propofe  their  queftion  with  refpedt  to  any  part  of  the  fubjed;  on 
which  they  might  wkli  for  more  full  and  diflinA  information.  The 
fubje  A  divided  itfelf  into  four  general  headt ; 

Firft,  the  Refult  of  the  Accounts  from  the  different  Settlements; 

Secondly,  the  Refult  of  the  Accounts  from  all  the  Settlcmttits 
combined  in  one  View ; 

Thirdly,  the  State  of  the  Afl^rs  of  the  Company  ; 

Fourthly,  a  combined  View  of  the  State  of  the  Affairs  of  cfat 
Company  at  Home  and  Abroad. 

From  an  inveftig^non  of  the  particulars. comprized  under  thofe 
four  heads,  it  would  appear  to  the  Committee  how  far  thofe  expec- 
tations which  he  had  held  out  had  been  realized,  and  what  was  the 
real  ftate  of  the  profperity  of  the  Company. '  He  trufted  it  would 
be  found  that  every  hope  which  he  had  formerly  fugg^ed  had  now 
been  folly  confirmed,  and  that  even  his  mod  fanguine  reprefcntations 
had  not  exceeded  the  truths 

With  refpe^  to  the  firft  head,  the  Accounts  from  the  Settle- 
ments, he  would  divide  them  into  three  daflcs.  He  would  firft 
take  the  average  for  the  three  laft  years ;  fecondly,  he  would  draw 
a  comparifon  between  the  eftimated  account  and  the  adual  pro- 
duce ;  and,  thirdly,  he  would  endeavour  to  prefent  to  the  Com- 
mittee what  was  likely  to  be  the  future  fiate  of  the  receipts  and  dif- 
burfements. 

Ths  following  is  the  ftatement  of  tthe  figures,  ai  thev  were  read  by  Mr« 
Dundas  to  the  Committee.  The  diSerent  numbers  quoted  m  the 
ilatcmeiit  refer  to  accounts  laid  upon  the  table  of  the  Ijoufen  and 
printed  for  the  ufe  of  the  Members, 

BENGAL— CURRENT  RUPEE  at  as. 

Rupees.  £m 

RftviMUls— No,  I.  Avenge  Revenue,  1791-3, 

to  1794-5  -~  —  5>77>4^>'3o    i*774i>»3 

Wtt(h  is  more  thsui  average  flsitcd  laft  yek» hy  34*S^>959       34S«89S  , 


«*• 


3R  a 


1 


! 
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Rupees.  £. 

No. 3.  Eftimatc  for  1794-5  —  5,58,06,068     5,580,607 

Aaual  amount  —  —  5,93,79,314.     5,937»93' 

More  than  eftimatc  —  —         35,73,246        ^S^•^3^H 

Char&es — No.  3.    Charges  for  1794-5  were 

eftimated  at       —  3»*7»^6»345     S^^I^M^ 

Aftual  amount  in  the  year       -  -        3»47»73»9^     i477»39^ 

Being  more  than  cftimatcd  —    ^         19187,615        198,761 

I  I         m        ■  ■  ■   I* 

Deduf^ing  exccfs  of  charges  from  excels  of 
revenue,  the  at^tual  amount  of  net  revcAuei 
tuore.tbau  eftimated,  is  (No.  3.)  i5»85,63X        15^95^3 

And  the  net  revenue  of  this  year  is  2,46,05,3  ^4    2,460,535 

ESTIMATES  1795-6. 

No.  r.  Revenues  eftimaced  to  amount  to  5,63,12,780    5,631,278 

No.  2.  Charges  to  -^    "  —  3,50,88,226    3>5o8,823 

Eftimated  net  revenue        —  —        ?»i2, 24,554    2,122,455 

Revenues  eftimated  for  1795-6,  lefs  than  ac- 
tual of  preceding  year  30,66,534        30^>^J3 

And  the  charges  eftimated  for  1795-6,  more 

than  preceding  year,  by         -  -  3,14,266  3^*427 

The  eftimated  net  revenue  of  1795-6,  is  lefs 

than  the  preceding  year        —  —         33,80,800        338,080 

.. >      ■     ■     ■  — • 

MADRAS — PAGODA  at  8s. 

» 

Revenues — No    average    from     1792-3    to 

1794-^  can  be  formed,  on  account  of  rectipts 

from  Tippoo,  for  treaty  and  fubfidics  from 
•   Travancorc  and  Cochin,  now  transferred  to  . 

Bombay  ;  alfo  receipts  from  the  Nabob  and 

Rajah,  varied    by   treaties,    but  excluding 

thcmf  the  average  of  the  three   preceding       Pagoda.  £• 

*     ycais  is  exceeded  by  thefum  of  4,62,515        185,00(1 

The  revenues  1794-5,  were  eftimated  at  46,38,293     i»S55f3i7 

No.  6.  Actual  amount  in  that  year  was  44939>455     '>775'7^2 


I                                 Revenues  lefs  than  eftimated        1,98,838  79,535 

CHAicEs,No.6.--Charges  1794-5,  eftimated  at  44,55,617  1,782,247 

AiQoui^ted  to          —               — -               44,22,812  1,769,125 

\                                 Charges  left  than  eftimated        32*805  13,129 


-■— ^— — ^i    ■  I  II    »■■» 
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Dedu6tiDg  deficiency  of  char&:e  from  defici-  Pagoda*  /*• 
ency  ot'  revenue^  the  actual  accouDt  is 

"^orfc  than  eftimated  by              — —  19669033  66^.15 

ESTIMATE  17956.  ]~" 
No,  4.  Revenues  edimated  to  amount  to  50,60,075  2,024,030 
Charges,  to            .            -            -  46,11,968  1,844,787 

Eftimatcd  *net  revenue  4,48,107  179,243 

BOMBAY— RUPEE  at  28.  6d. 

Rupees.  £m 

Revenues,  No.  7, Average   Revenues, 

1792-3  to  94-5            -            -            .—  2$,oo,o6o  281, 2$7 

9.  The  revenues  i?94'5,  eftimated  at  3i»329i04  3$2,36s 

Actual  amount  in  that  year        •            -  27,77,600  312,480 

Revenues  lefs  than  eftimared  S^S^^^  39^^^^ 

Charges,  9. — Charges  1794-5,  eftimatedat  67,33,791  7S7»55» 

Amounted  to            -            -'          -  6203,768  697,924 

Charges  lefs  than  edi mated  5>30,O23  S91627 

Dedu£)ing  deficiency  of  revenue  from  defi- 
ciency of  charge,  the  account  is  better 

ihan  ellimated  by            —             — ^  •  i>7$»5i9  '9»745 

ESTIMATE  1795.6.  ' 

.7.  Revenues  edimated  to  amount  to  23,98,013  269,776 

8.  Charges,  to            ...            ^  63,90,230  718,901 

■  ■    ■  ■    f  I       .1    II  .* 

Charges  efiimated  more  than  revenues  39,9 2, 2 1 7  449, 125 


BENCOOLEN  and  other  SETTLEMENTS — SPANISH  DOL- 

LARS  5$.  each. 

Span.  Doll.  £. 
IP.  Revenues  of  Fort  Marlbro',  on  average 

of  three  years,  1791-2101793-4  18,611  4*653 

Charges,  ditto            -            -            -  238,393  59>J9^ 

I.  Supplies  from  Bengal  to  Fort  Marlbro*,  C.  Rs.  £. 
Pinang,    St.  Helena,  &c.    eftimated  for 

^794-"S                -                -                -  10.46,320  104,632 

i8.  The  actual  amount  was        —           -  7>48,S7*  74»^57 

Being  lefs  than  dlimated  2,97,748  29,775 

•  _ 

lb  Eftimated  fupplies  in  1795-6       •*           -  8,17,800  81,780 
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GENERAL  VIEW. 

HIIVLT    OF    THE    YEAR    1794*5    COLLECTIVELY* 

RcvcnuM,  3.— Bengal        -        -        C.R?.   S*93*79»3i4    S»937»93i' 

6.— Madras        .        ,        Pajodas   44.39f45S     '»77S»7«* 

■ "  9.i— Bombay        -        -      Rupees     ^7,77,600        3i2»48o 


8^26»i93 

Chaeges.— 3,  Bengal  C,Rs,  3,47»73»9-o  3»477»396 
6,  Madras  Pags.  .44,23,812  3»76'9,i2j 
9*  Bombay    Rupees    62,03,768        097,924 

^944»44S 

Net  revenues  of  the  three  Prcfidencies        •  998619748 

Deduct — 18*  Supplies  to  Bencooleo,  &c»     ««^  c  74*857 

Surplus  revenues,  ^794-$  —  2,006,891 

More  than  eflimace  139,147!. 
DfiDi7CT-*--Intere(l  on  debts,  paid  from  the  furplus* 

18.  Bengal  C.  Rs.  39,94><a5       3ii»4aa 

19.  Mfloras         Pagodas      22,019  8,807 
20.  Bombay        Rupees    6,76:1198          76,072 

Total  interefl      484,301 


•^■^ 


Net  furplus  from  the  territorial  revcAuet  19532,590 

Add  15.  Amount  Tales  of  imports,  certificfttes,  &c.  56,21,774      562,177 

Amount  applicable  to  purchafe  of  invcdments,  payment  of 

commercial  charges,  &c.  _     ^       3»o84,767 

Application  of  prectding  fum  in  the  year. 
i8«  At  Bengal  inveflment,  1  r«  d  00  a 

including  charges    /^'^^s-  1:10,84,4.87     1,108,449 

29.  Madras         ditto  Pagodas    13,41,021         536,808 

20.  Bombay       ditto  Rupees     14,81,212        166,636 

12.  Bcatoolcn   ditto  C.  Rs.       2,65,524         26,553 

'»g3g>445 

Sh6rt  of  amount  applicable  to  invellment        -        .^        »      ^46,32  2 

22*  Cargoes  invoiced  to  Europe  in  1    r-i  w  »      n  ^     ^ 

i794.jvvere        •        -       /   ^- Rs-    a,i7»8'*x8o  .  2,178,118 

GENERAL  VIEW. 

RESULT    OP    THE   ESTIMATES    FOE    1795-6  COLLECTIVELY. 

Reyevues,  No.i.  Bengal    r      -      C.  Rs.  5,63,12,780     5,631,278 

A.  Madras     -    •      Pag,.        50^0,075     2,024,030 
6.  Bombay    r      -    Rupcc4    ^3,98,013       269,776 


■    *     r" 


7»9*S»<>H' 
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CBARCStf  No.  2.  Bengal    C.Hb.  3,sBM»i^6    9»;o8,8i^ 

5.  Madras    Pags^      4^,1  i^ii     1,^^,^%^ 
.   8.  Bombay   Rupees   63,90,230       718,901 

-^»072,jrt 


«»■*—■«»••■ 


Net  revenues  of  the  thicc  Prefidencies        1,85  2,5 73 
Dedttdt 
No.  XI.  Supplies  to  BetKOolen.&c«        •         •        81,780 

Eilimated  furplus  revenues,  x79$-6, 
powids  ftcrling  —         —        »>770,793 

«  Lets  than  lad  year  by  236,o98L 

Dedua 
No.  16.  Intereft  oq  debts,  C.  Rs.  40,02,523       400,252 

Net  eftimated  furplus  from  the  terri- 
torial revenues  for  1795-6,  pounds 
fterling  —  —  1,370,541 

Ada 
No.  15.  Eftimated  amount  fales  of 
imports,    certificates,  &c. 

C.Rs.  42,46,252    jf.  4241625 

Amount  eftimated  to  be  applicable  to 
purchase  of  inveftments,  payment  of 
commercial  charges,  &c.  ^.  1,795,166 

Which  is  lefs  than  the  aiflual  amount 
ofhftyearby  289,6011. 

DEBTS  in  INDIA— Current  Rupee  at  zu  £. 

No.  16.  Amount  ftated  laft  year  C.  R.    7,30,54,610    7^305,46* 

16.  Amount  this  year        — .         —       .6,81,37,366    6,813,737 

'  ■     ■■  ■  ■■ 

r      ^  .  ^t"^*^^     ^•5*'  -^9.17.233       49»^725 

17.  Debts  transferred  in  the  year    C.  Rs.  88,80,580        888,058 

exceeds  decreafe,  but  cannot 
be  accounted  for,  by  reafoi\of 
the  dates  of  accounts  being 
dffiercttt. 


DlBTt  beflriug  IlffTEl.EiT. 

16.  Amount  laft  year     -, C.Rs.  5,59,72,994     5,597,299 

16.  Amount  this  year        -  —         5,32,88,681     5,328,868 

Decreafe  of  debts  bearing 

btereft        ^         C.Rs.     26,84,313       268,431 

m6.  AmontttofiDtereft  parable  by 

the  accounts  of  laft  year        C.IU  43,70,469       437,^4.7 

l6«  A^iouAtof  intereftpayablethis  •'^    ▼/ 

year      -^        —        —        —  40,02,523       400,252 

Decteafe  of  nteieft  pajrable 

avauay       —         C.R».       3.67.946         36,79c 
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Assess  Ib  India. 

No.  21*  Confifting  of  calh,  goodH,  &c. 

laft  vcar        —        —         C.  Rs.  8,8'o,76,oo9     8,807,601 
Ditto  by  the  prefent  ftatements  8>86,7z»665     8,867,266 

locreafe  of  Aflets    C.Rs.        $>!)6,654         S9»^i 

Adding  the  increafe  of  aflets  to  / 

the  decreafe  of  debts,  the 
Company's  affairs  in  India 
are  better  by        —        —C.Rs.    55,13.907        55^390 

\ 

HOME  ACCOUNTS. 

Xzpe^lation  Dated  laft  year  regarding  the  Tales,  far  exceeded 
private  trade  goods,  136,000!.  more  than  preceding  year, 
a  confiderable  quantity  of  Dutch  goods  fold  according  to 
the  a^.     The  whole  falcs  collcftivcfy  were  —        ^»  ^  158,495 

The  fales  of  the  Company  *s  goods  were  tftimated  at  j,  p  l^S^o 

And  ad^ually  amounted  to  —  ^^      •      .^  6,588,969 

Exceeding  the  eftimate  —  —  —  1,071^.69 

The  charges  and  profits  on  private  trade  were  eftimated  at  6o,ooo 

The  adual  amount  was        —  -^  -—  —^148,417 

Being  moi:e  than  the  eftimate        —        /"•  88^417 

GENERAL  RESULT. 

Balance  of  ca(h  eft imated  to  be  deficient  laH  year        —        -     571,838 
i^Aaal  balance  remaining  this  year  after  paying  off  49 8, 2  $51. 
of  the  bonded  debt,  and  having  borrowed  150,0001.  from 
the  Bank  _  — .        —  —  _        459,398 

ESTIMATE,  1796-7. 

Two  accounts  prefented.  The  firft  prepared  at  period  dl- 
reAed  by  the  aft. 

Expeftations  havine  varied,  rendered  it  neceffary  to  lay  be- 
fore the  Hoafe  that  prefented  31ft  Oftober. 

The  laft  eftimate  differs  from  the  former  in  expelled  receipts 

from  falcs,  lefs  —  —  —  —  26/300 

is  more  than  fales  of  former  years  ^— ^  «—  248,000 

RISVLT. 

The  firft  eftAnate  expefted  a  balance  in  favoar,  on  tbe  ift  of 

March,  1797,  of  _  -^  —  —  118,248 

The  laft  a  deficiency  of  —  .^  ..        1,028,275 

m 

Difference./.  1,147,123 
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DEBTS  AT  HOME. 

In  March,  1 79 J,  were  —  —  6,946,323 

No.  aj— In  March,  1796,  —  —         —  7,474,700 

Increafe    -      528,377 

Occafioned  bv  the  Rajah  of  Tanjorc's  bonds  be- 
ing made  payable  in  England        -        -        2 3  5 , 1 9 SI* 
B/  a  fum  due  on  fale  of  Dutch  gooda         -        29 2 ,9 74!. 

528,1721. 

^  ASSETS. 

^  home  and  afloat,  I  March,  1795^  —  -  10*41 3»35f 

No.  23 — I  March,  1796  —  -  12,024,312 

Increafe  this  year    -     1,610,958 
DedudUng  increafe  of  debts  above  from  the  increfife  of 
aifeti,  the  ftate  of  afiairi  at  home  appears  better  in 
1796,  by  —  —  —         ^  —        1,082,581 

CHINA  and  St.  HELENA. 

Balance  laft  year  in  favour  of  the  Company  « 979, 152 

No.  24,— Balance  in  favour  of  the  Company  this  year        •-        581,1 74 

The  prefcnt  balance  Icfs         397.978 

GENERAL  COMPARISON  of  DEBTS  and  ASSETS. 

Decreax  of  debts  in  India  —  —      491,725!; 

Increafe  of  debts  at  home        —       .    —  528,377!. 

•  Increafe  of  debts  36,652 

Increafe  of  aflets  in  India         —  -*  59,665!. 

Increafe  of  afTets  at  home  *  -  1,6 1 0,95  81. 

Dedadl  .^-  —        '       —  1,670,623!. 

Balance  at  China  and  St.  Helena  lefs  —        397*9781« 

*  • 

Net  bcrcafe  of  affets  1,272,645 

Dedu^ng  increafe  of  debts  as  above,  the  general  improve- 
ment is  —  —  — .  —        —        i»*3S»993 

The  Indian  accounts  of  this  year  being  nearly  of  the  fame 
date,  the  improvement  is  corroborated  by  the  balances 
of  the  flock  accounts. 
Balance  of  flock  by  computation  laft  year  was  -^  $»4939774 

No.  24  this  year        —        6,734,264 

The  Company's  afiairs  better  as  to  debts  and  affets       —         1,240,490 
Vc  I.  I.  3  S 
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COMPARISON  of  ACCOUNTS  pccTented  this  vear,  with  Eftimate  o^ 
which  the  ainmgement  of  1793  was  formed. 

A^iaal 
Eftimate    AAual  Account 

Rbvinubs.        Febrnary    1794-5  '794'5.  ^ 

1793  thkncmmau 

*Sfft,mUr'}   6^3fi*S    8.026.193  mo*    i/>6z.56$ 
Charges  of  okto      s.iSt.ii;    $^44,445  dedo£l     7;6i320 

_^___ ____^. • 

Revenues  mofe     i»77<>SOo    2»«8 1*74.8  more     306,24s 

Sappliei  from  Ben- 1 

galtoBeacookn,  V     ^0«90O         749857  mor^        H''57 

Ac.  J 

fntereft  on  dd>ts    .      56i»923       4^849301    k(s         77.624 

Dedaft  61 1*9:^3        5$9iisB    leis  than  eftimate    52,765 


«MWi 


Net  Rereaaes       i> 1 63,57 7    <  »5t2»590  more  than  eftimate  359*0 1 5 

Recd^  from  iaksl 

of  imporrs  and  V    350.00Q       562*i77  more            21 2*177 

V  from  certificates  J          ■    ■  ■     ■  — **— 

Sarplus  i»si3t577    2*084,767  more  than  eftimate   57i.i9«| 

i 

The  eftimate^  furplns  of  9795-6  is  i*79$,i661.  which  exceeds  the 
eftioxate  of  1793    hy   .  281*5891 

$ALES  and  RECEIPTS. 

Receipts.                                    Estimati  Actual 

: — i                               '793  ms-^ 

Goods  fold           ^—           ..           4*988,300  6*191*894 

Profit  on  private  trade            •—           70,000  148*417 

Intereft  on  annuities         «           -        36*227  36,227 

■   ■     mous 

5»094»5*7  ^7^*5^8    1,282*0x1 
Patmbvts. 

Cnftoms      —            _           *-.        633,850  677*786 

Freight        —           — *          —        690*670  1,250,520 

Goods  and  ftores  exported        -         1,017,000  1,227*632 

Bills  of  exchange  or  bullion        -        644,580  913,290 

Charges  merchandize             —           375*<3«d  634,664 

Intereft  on  bonds  and  dividends  on  ftock  5  2  8,000  722,172 
\   Indigo  contractors          —       '    —            —        10,485 

^Teas  purchafed  on  the  Conti^nt       -          -'  54*492 

V              !■         I        ■  ■                      QIOCB 

3,889,100  5,491,041      1,661,941 


•^ 


Surplus    1,205,427       885,^7 


319,930 
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^  Having  thus  concluded  his  ftatement  of  the  accounts^  Mr.  Dun- 
lias  fa^d^  that  there  were  fome  points  upon  which  it  was  neceflaiy 
he  fhould  be  explicitly  underflood.  Although  he  had  ftatcd  that 
titere  was  a  lai^e  furplus  in  the  hands  of  the  prefidencies  in  India, 
yet  he  begged  by  no  means  to  have  it  implied^  that  he  confidered  the 
furpluS  to  be  one  that  could  be  brought  into  the  ferviceof  the  Com- 
pany in  India^  nor  fuch  as  could  be  i^ized  in  the  courfe  of  the 
J>refent  year. 

Thus,  though  in  the  Bengal  revenues,  all  the  items  would  be 
found  to  exceed  the  eftimate  for  the  lad  year,  yet  in  the  next  and 
in  the  year  following,  fome  of  the  articles  muft  natujrally  be  ex- 
peded  to  fall  (hort — Opium,  in  particular,  could  hot  be  expededy 
from  fome  circumAances  relative  to  Holland  in  the  progrefs  of  the 
war,  to  be  equally  productive ;  but,  he  was  confident  in  his  hopes, 
that  the  exceedirigs  upon  the  other  articles  would  be  fufficient  tm 
make  up  the  deficiency  upon  that. 

He  (hould  briefly  Aate  fome  of  the  chaiges  incurred  by  late  re- 
gulations, to  which  a  part  of  the  furplus  he  had  fiated  would  natu- 
rally be  applied.  ^Thefe  were  incurred  to  remedy  two  grievances 
complained  pf  in  the  army.  ' 

The  firft  was  as  to  the  mode  of  rifing  peculiar  to  the  India  fer- 
vice,  by  which  officers  could  reach  no  higher  than  the  rank  of  Co- 
lonel— >a  circumftance  which  placed  them  below  the  importance  of 
the  other  troops  of  thefe  dominions,  and  which,  being  admitted  to  be 
a  grievance  that  demanded  a  remedy,  could  not  be  remedied  with- 
out ex]>ence. 

The  fecond  was  a  circumlhnce  of  extreme  hardlhip^^-^iamdy, 
that  they  were  deprived  of  pay  when  they  returned  to  this  country 
-— a  meafure  of  great  feverity  and  injuAice,  as  it  left  to  the  gallant 
officer,  whofe  generous  exertions  for  the  Company's  intereft  had  in- 
jured bis  health  without  benefiting  his  fortune,  no  alternative  but 
returning  home,  totally  unprovided  for^  even  by  half  pay  4  or  (by* 
ing  in  the  fervice  atid  retaining  his  pay^  at  the  price  of  health,  \m- 
til  he  parted  with  pay  and  life  tc^ether. 

Called  upon  by  humanity,  by  juftice,  and  by  gratitude,  fuch  re- 
folutions  had  been  taken  as  were  judged  adequate  to  the  remedy  o£ 
tfiefe  defedls,  the  redrefs  of  thefe  grievances.  He  did  conceive  them 
perfectly  becoming  our  dignity,  our  honour,  and  our  juftice;  and 
be  had  the  fatisfadion  to  know,  that  they  were  lb  felt  and  received 
in  India^-by  at  lead  the  great  body  of  the  perfcns,  whofe  appro* 
bation  he  confidered  as  valuablcb 

If  in  fo  numerous  a  body  there  (hould  be  found  any  of  a  dif- 
ferent fpirit|  who  denied  die  advantage  intendedi  and  reprobated 

3S  a 
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the  meafure  adopted  for  their  own  reliefi  yet  fhould  he  not  regret 
the  dignity  he  bad  g^ven  to  their  fervice,  the  advantages  he  had  at- 
tached to  their  retirement.  ^He  oould  never  bring  himfelf,  on  ao 
count  of  prejudice  or  ingratitude,  to  repent  of  having  done  an  z& 
of  juftice.  However  his  intentions  might  be  diibuded,  or  his  plans 
eftimated,  he  (hould  purfue  them  with  the  fame  fpirit  for  the  wel- 
fare of  him  who  objoftcd,  as  well  as  of  him  who  fu{q;x)rted  them. 
No  clamour  (hould  ever  induce  him  to  depart  one  ftep  from  the 
path  of  his  public  duty,  or  make  him  ceafe  to  carry  into  execution 
a  meafure  of  the  jufticc  and  wifdom  of  which  he  was  fo  thoroughly 
convinced. 

Thefe  objc£ls  would  lead  to  a  large  expence,  and  always  prcmi- 
ling  that  it  could  not  in  its  nature  be  quite  accurate,  but  rating  it 
rather  higher  than  lower  than  he  imagined,  it  would,  abroad  and 
at  home,  demand  a  fum  of  about  500,0001.  If  it  fhould  reach 
this  cftimate,  it  was  to  be  obferved  there  would  fiill  remain  a  ba- 
lance exceeding  the  furplus  by  law  devoted  to  the  Company's  in- 
▼eftment,  befides  the  liberty  of  bringing  home  in  inv^ftmcnt  what- 
ever they  can  (pare  from  the  revenues  of  the  fettlements  contrafied 
with  the  cnH|Siby  which  they  are  maintained. 

It  adbro^'^im  the  mod  fincere  fatisfa£lbn,  and  it  muft  un- 
doubtedly give  equal  pleafure  to  the  Houfe,  that  he  was  able  to 
exhibit  fo  favourable  a  view  of  the  aflairs  of  the  Eall- India  G)tn- 
pany  both  abroad  and  at  home— -a  view  the  more  fatlsfadory, 
when  they  remembered  thofe  periods  when  they  fat  to  deliberate  on 
the  bankruptcy  of  that  Company,  and  conHder  whether  by  any 
poiTible  arrangement  it  could  be  faved  from  abfolute  ruin.  Events 
had  now  fully  juftificd  all  his  predi6lion$  on  this  fubje(^,  and  rca« 
lized  thofe  hopes  which  he  long  profefled  to  entertain,  fo  contrary 
to  the  opinions  of  fome  gentlemen,  who  were  always  ready,  to  dif- 
pute  his  fiatements  refpedting  India  afiaire. 

Some  of  thefe  gentlemen  were  no  longer  Members  of  that  Houfe^ 
qind  therefore  could  not  be  oppofed  to  him  at  prefent.  But  the  Icfs 
he  cxpc&ed  contradiction,  the  more  accurate  it  became  him  to  be 
in  his  fbtements.  Yet  he  was  not  abfolutely  deftitute  of  all  hopes, 
that  fome  new  champion  might  ftand  forward  and  relieve  him  from 
^e  languor  of  undifputed  Aatement.  Reviewing  that  part  of  the 
Company's  concerns  which  fell  moft  immediately  within  his  pro- 
vince to  examine,  namely,  the  (late  of  its  affairs  in  India,  he  was 
confident  in  aflcrting,  that  it  was  in  an  incrcafing  progrdfion  of 
profperity,  and  that  there  was  every  profpeft  of  this  prosperity  betrf 
yet  very  confiderably  augmented. 
\  Their  revenue^  and  eflablKhments  were  fettled  on  a  folid  and 
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*  permanent  bafis ;  nor  vm  there  any  drcumitance  widiin  the  pro- 
bable (cope  of  events,  whidi  was  Uke]^  to  reverfe  their  (ituacion. 
The  apprehenfions  of  Infolvency  had  long  fince  difappeaied  ;  and 
fettiilg  oot  at  a  certain  point  of  pvo^ierity,  the  oidy  queAion  wai, 
vfaDw  far  that  point  may  be  extended  ?  The  war  which  agitated 
Europe,  did  not  reach  the  Company's  pofieffions,  nor  was  it  likely 
fo  to  do  with  any  bad  effed :  fo  far,  indeed,  was  this  from  having 
happened,  that  the  Company  has  been  enabled  to  atchieve  the 
;noft  fplcndid  and  valuable  cohquefts. 

Tliere  was  nothing  to  difturb  their  internal  fecurlty,  bdng  upon 
the  mod  friendly  terms  with  all  the  other  powers  of  that  continent, 
and  treaties  were  n^ociating  between  them  and  the  Rajah  of  Tra* 
vanocMre  as  well  as  with  the  Rajah  of  Tanjore,  and  the  Nabob  of 
Aroot ;  but  of  their  policy  and  efjFe£t,  as  they  were  not  yet  con- 
'  eluded,  he  would  refrain  from  faying  any  more  at  pro/ent.  With 
regard  to  the  power  and  refources  of  the  Company,  they  were  well 
evinced,  as  he  had  already  hinted,  in  the  valuable  acqniiitions  of 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  and  the  Spice  Iflands.  One  of  thofe  gen- 
tlemen, (Mr.  Fox,]  who  omit  no  opportunity  of  declaiming  againft 
the  prefent  war,  and  arc  eternally  prancing  about  the  yaft  expendi- 
ture of  Britith  blood  and  tieafure,  recited,  amongft  other  calami-* 
ties,  as  they  called  it,  the  acquifition  of  thefe  moft  important  con- 
quefts;  a  nloft  unhappy  illulfaalion !  for  all  the  conquers  ever 
made  for  this  country,  thofe;  perhaps,  in  which  the  leaft  Britifh 
blood  was  (hed,  and  die  leaft  Britifti  money  expended,  weiv  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope  and  the  Eaftern  Iflands.  In  h&,  thtk  fet- 
tlemehts  had  been  taken  without  any  other  co-operation  by  die 
forces  of  Great  Britain  than  what  was  given  by  the  -fleet,  for  the 
troops  and  the  expences  of  the  expedition  were  furniflied  by  the 
£aft- India  company.  Such,  then,  was  die  date  of  their  prefent 
fituation ;  and  2%  to  their  finances  and  territorial  revenues,  the  ftate- 
mepta  tranfmitted  to  this  country  were  now  brought  to  fuch  a  degree 
of  fidelity  and  accuracy  as  may  be  implicitly  relied  on.  This  re» 
prefentadon,  jiowever  flattering  it  may  feem,  would,  he  made  no 
doubt,  be  much  exceeded  in  the  periods  that  were  to  4X)me.  The 
bed  proof  that  could  be  of  the  improving  flrength  and  piofperity 
of  any  country  was  to  be  found  in  its  increafing  population  ;  and 
that  fuch  was  the  fad  'in  Bengal  appeared  from  a  minute  of  Sir 
John  Shore,  the  prefent  ^  Governor- general.  Similarly  rapid  ad- 
vances, both  in  levenue  and  population,  were  obfervable  in  Ma* 
dras  and  Bengal.  The  govtmment  of  the « country  was  mildly 
and  julUy  adminiftered,  property  was  fecured,  perfons  were  re- 
fpcAed,  indufhy  was  encouraged^  and  the  happinefs  and  profpericy 
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of  the  pcopk  fo  tSkB^xallj  confulled,  that  the  inhd>itants  ef  od)er 
■countries  were  glad  to  ftinove  ftom  thdr  native  s4x)des  to  refide 
under  the  protedion  of  the  Brkifii  gofvenifnent*  The  mcrfl  rapid 
tt/ttt  cf  improvement  in  rude  and  uncukivated  minds,  muft  necet- 
fiirily  require  fome  interval  before  k  csoi  operate  to  any  ufeful  t$» 
tent ;  and  after  the  lapfe  of  fome  time,  when  prgudices  ftall  be 
jivtnoved,  and  the  people  of  India  niade  capable  of  underftanding 
and  praftifing  that  which  would  tend  tnoft  to  their  own  advantag^e^ 
the  Eaft-India  Company  and  the  public  could  not  fidl  to  paxticipatB 
in  the  benefits  refukihg  fmiti  it. 

He  had  before  already  remarked,  that  when  firft  he  tmpofed  upon 
himfelf  the  duty  of  making  this  annual  flatement  to  die  Houfe,  he 
confined  himfelf  altogether  to  the  (ituation  of  the  Company  abroad, 
without  interfering  with  thofe  domeftic  commercial  concerns  vriiich 
were  left  fokly  under  their  own  management.  Havings  however, 
fn  the  year  17939  found  it  neceiTary  on  the  fubjed  of  renewing 
their  charter,  to  enter  into  a  review  of  the  whole,  ftate  of  their 
afiairs,  he  refolved  to  continue  in  future  regularly  the  procefs  whidi 
be  had  adopted  on  a  particular  occafion.  In  purfuance  of  that 
rule,  they  had  already  heard  the  (htement  he  had  to  make  of  die 
Company's  domeAic  concerns*  They  had  fcen  how  much  the  (ales 
of  the  laft  year,  even  independent  of  the  Dutch  property,  exceeded 
the  average  at  which  fales  were  taken  ;  and  they  muft  obferve  that 
fimilar  exceedings  took  place  in  all  other  branches  of  thdr  revenue. 
The  inference  therefore  was  fair,  that  when  the  war  was  over,  even 
fuppofing  we  did  not  retain  our  new  conqueOs,  the  fales  of  the 
Company  would  continue  to  increafe.  By  fome  means  or  other  it 
happened,  that  whatever  ftatements  he  made  upon  this  fubjed  were 
fuie  to  be  reported  very  faithfully  to  the  public,  and  that  gave  him 
an  advantage  which  was  not  always  to  be  obtained— an  exemption 
from  being  mifreprefentcd,  or  if  mifreprefented,  there, was  the  \e& 
excufie  for  it.  He  would  therefore  appeal  to  one  of  thofe  evidences 
he  alluded  to  for  a  paflfage  in  a  former  fpeech  of  his,  and  which  he 
read  horn  a  paper.  The  purport  of  the  paflfage  was,  expreffing  an 
opinion,  that  from  the  condition  of  the  enemy,  our  own  naval  fbpe- 
riority,  and  all  the  circumftances  of  the  conteft  in  which  we  were 
engaged,  the  commerce  of  the  Eaft-India  Company  was  likely  to 
fufier  lefs  in  the  prefent  war  than  it  had  done  in  any  former  one. 
Such  were  his  expedtations,  and  the  event  had  realized  them.  On 
the  broad  expanfe  of  the  ocean,  it  was  impoflible  that  the  vigilance 
of  die  navy,  however  powerful,  may  not  be  fo  eluded  as  to  give  the 
foe  an  opportunity  of  committing  depredations  on  a  commerce  ex- 
tmfivc  Wk  oun.     Yet  it  fo  happened,  fortunately  for  the  £aft-India» 
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Company^  and  the  truth  of  his  predi£lions»  that  as  far  as  hU  infer- 
niation  wept,  not  a  (ingle  Eaft-Indb  (hip  had  been  taken  by  the 
enemy  (ince  the  commencement  of  the  war  to  the  prefent  hour. 

Was  there  any  reafon  to  fuppofe,  that  at  the  termination  of  the 
vrar  the  fales  arid  revenues  bf  the  EaA-India  Company  would  di- 
mtnMh  r  He  could  divine  none^  though  it  feemed  in  a  Court  61 
Proprietors  an  ignorant  pr  ill-intentioned  orator  might  be  fdunA  e». 
deavQuring  to  fill  the  minds  of  his  hearers  with  apprehenfions  of 
nnfavourable  events^  and  diftrufl  in  the  value  and  (late  of  their  goi»- 
cems.  •  Some  fuch  perfons  would  even  urge,  that  the  pofictrxxi  of 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  and  the  Spice  Idands  woul<y|^  to  thia 
country  more  an  injury  than  an  advantage.  What  hi^Q>inion  of 
the  value  of  thofe  fetdements  may  be,  as  £h:  as  it  influciKed  the 
courfe  of  a  negotiation,  this  was  hot  the  time  nor  place  to  exprefs 
them.  But  he  would  not,  in  pafling,  fcruple  to  fay,  that  the  poF- 
feflfion  of  the  Cape  was  an  advantage,  which  could  not  eafily  be  cat 
culated  to  the  Eaft-India  commerce.     ^ 

Admitting,  however,  that  thofe  fotkSRom  were  in  the  end  lo  be 
rcftored,  did  it  follow  that  we  could,  for  very  many  years,  have  aof 
rivals  to  dread  in  this  mod  valuable  trade  ?  Or  that  any  con(ider» 
able  part  of  it  would  be  diverted,  into  any  neighbouring  channel } 
He  faw  no  reafon  to  think  that  fuch  a  transfer  was  po(rible.  Eves 
before  the  prefent  war,  the  Companies  and  (hips  that  traded  (d  the 
Continent  of  India  were  greatly  on  the  dccUne,  and  their  interoourfir 
was  in  a  manner  abforbed  and  lo(t  in  the  immenfe  commerqe  of  the 
Briti(b  Company.  France,  it  was  known,  had  once  fome  (hare  in 
the  trade  in  Indid ;  Holland,  before  it  fell  into  its  prefent  cala- 
mitous condition,  might  more  truly  be  faid  to  have  confiderable 
trade  with  that  quarter  of  the  world.  But  admitting  that  at  this 
moment  they  were  both  reftored  to  the  poffe(rions  of  the  territorice 
they  held  before  this  conteft,  there  was  not  the  fmallcft  danger  of 
their  becoming  rivals  to  Great  Britain.  France  muft  begin  afrefh 
to  create  trading  e(labli(hment8  without  having  any  materials  for 
bringing  forward  a  capital,  by  which  alone  a  commerce  fuch  as  this 
would  flouri(h 

Holland,  whofe  precarious  refources  are  quite  exhau(led  and 
ruined,  could  not  even  carry  on  her  fpice  trade/  as  the  very  (hipe 
which  conveyed  tbem  to  the  Eaft,  became  prizes  of  the  firitifli 
captors.  When  thefc  impoveri(hed  countries,  without  merchants 
or  marine,  were  the  only  rivals  that  could  be  thought  of,  Id  the 
e(labli(hed,  wealthy,  and  powerful  Company  of  Eng^md,  there  was 
little  caufe  to  (tar  that  any  injurious  change  was  likely  to  happen 
10  the  concerns  of  the  latter.     In  proof  of  the  opinions  whidi 
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well'itifbrmed  perfons  entertained  rcQ)eding  the  returns  in  future 
years  from  the  Eaft  Indies,  he  read  a  letter,  in  corroboration  of  his 
fentimentSy  addrefled  to  him  that  morning  by  Mr.  Brown,  who  was 
a  trader  exceedingly  converfant  with  Eaft-Indil  aflfairs,  and  the 
greated  purchafer  of  any  man  in  Europe  at  the  fales  of  the  Com- 
pany. By  this  letter,  it  appears  to  be  this  gentleman's  opinion, 
that  the  faJes  of  the  prcfcnt  year  would  be  as  produdive  as  the  laft. 
Trom  any  competitors,  therefore,  we  could  not  rcafonably  be  appre-^ 
henfive,  either  in  our  China  or  India  trade.  Canton  and  the 
Ganges  would  long  continue  to  furnifh  their  annual  contriL<utions  to 
die  richestbf  the  Thames. 

The  only  circumftances  that  could  fcem  at  firft  fight  to  contra- 
diA  the  integrity  of  the  favourable  flatement  he  had  made,  was  the 
deficiency  which  appeared  in  the  caih  cAimates  of  this  year.  To 
account  for  this,  they  had  only  to  rcfledt  on  the  great  contingent  ex- 
pences  of  the  period,  which  were  not  likely  to  occur  again  to  any 
fimilar  extent.  The  new  military  arrangements  muft  produce  con- 
liderable  expenditure,  the  accounts  of  which  had  not  yet  arrived. 
But  independent  of  the  additbnal  expence  which  the  late  regulatbns 
mull  caufe  in  refped  to  officers,  the  confequence  of  the  war,  and  the 
expeditions,  fo  happily  planned  and  executed,  muft  have  occafioncd 
tonfiderable  augmentation  in  the  native  corps.  There  was  alfo  a 
number  of  bonds  out  for  the  debts  of  the  Company,  great  quantities 
of  which  were  poured  in  upon  them  at  their  fales,  and  ethers  they 
thought  fit  to  difcharge,  left  they  fhodld  be  at  a  difcount.  There 
was,  indeed,  a  variety  of  circumibinces  which  concurred  in  producing 
this  deficiency  at  this  particular  period.  Amongft  thefe  was  to  be 
mentioned  the  fum  of'  xl24,oool.  which,  by  authority  of  Parlia- 
ment, they  paid  for  building  a  new  warehouse,  in  order  to  fecur& 
their  property  from  the  depredations  to  which  it  had  beeh  formerly 
iexpofcd. 

Though  the  war,  as  he  before  ftated,  had  very  little  efied  upon 
the  commercial  fecurity  of  the  Company,  yet  it  was  unavoidably 
productive  of  coniiderable  expence  to  them.  It  was  true,  he  be- 
lieved, that  not  a  (ingle  Indiaman  had  been  taken  by  the  enemy,  but 
ftill  it  was  impoffible  for  them  to  perfuade  or  prevail  upon  thofe 
they  had  to  deaJ  with,  to  condud  their  trade  at  the  fame  rate  of 
freightage  as  was  ufual  in  time  of  peace  ;  and  for  th^t  reafon  they 
were  now  at  a  very  heavy  expence,  which  would  be  faved  tQ  them 
as  foon  as  the  happy  period  of  tranquillity  fhould  arrive. 

Much  had  been  faid  of  this  country  not  having  that  participation 

[  which  it  had  a  right  to  exped  in  the  proTpcrity  of  the  Eaft- India 

Company  \  but  he  had  never  promifed  afiy  more  participatien  that 


Dec:  to.3  DEBATES.  505 

what  had  been  obtained.  It  was  impoffiblei  that  the  commerce  of 
the  Eaft- India  Company  could  flouiifli  in  fo  great  a  degreei  with- 
out  the  benefits  being  difFufed  throughout  the  whole  mafs  of  the  peo- 
ple. In  hQf  the  public  had  received  half  of  the  money  it  was  en- 
titled to  in  the  two  laft  years,  and  in  the  next  it  would  receive  the 
fam  of  5001O00L  Thofe  embarraflments,  the  iilevitable  confe- 
quence  of  particular  events,  would  not  return  in  future  years,  and 
he  could  confidently  promife,  that  the  revenues  of  India  would  come 
greatly  in  aid  of  the  expences  of  this  country.  As  to  the  mode  of 
removing  fome  inconveniences  arifing  to  the  trade,  and  gropofed  to 
be  remedied  by  an  extenfion  of  .thar  capital,  he  profefled  himfelf 
friendly  to  that  meafure,  in  preference  to  the  ifluing  of  bonds. 
There  were  many  difadvantages  attending  thofe  bonds,  debts  which 
might  be  fuddenly  poured  upon  them  at  a  time  when  it  would  be 
difficult  or  impoflTible  to  anfwer  them.  Befides^  when  they  jvere 
iffued  to  a  large  amount,  they  muft'  of  courfe  bear  a  difcount,  which 
was  by  no  means  to  the  credit  of  fo  very  opulent  and  fo  very  power* 
fill  a  body.  By  adding  two  millions  to  their  capital  they  would  ef- 
fedually  relieve  themfelves  from  any  neceflity  far  thefe  bonds,  and 
this  he  would  recommend  to  them  to  do,  even  if  their  debts  were 
out  of  the  queAion  ;  for  furely  it  was  evident  even  to  the  moft 
carelefs  obferver,  that  if  their  capital  in  1793,  was  no  more  than 
fufficient  for  the  purpofes  of  their  trade,  it  muft  be  wholly  inade- 
quate to  the  trade  they  carry  on  at  prefent.  It  was  of  material 
confequence  to  their  interefts  that  their  commerce  fliould  not  be 
confined  within  too  narrow  limits,  for  without  the  means  of  fup- 
plying  the  demands  in  the  other  markets  of  Europe  after  the  return 
of  peace,  other  nations  would  be  tempted  to  interfere  in  their  trade 
and,  perhaps,  injure  their  monopoly.  Many  arguments  had  indeed 
been  frequently  brought  forward  againft  monopolies  in  general,  and 
thofe  of  the  Eaft* India  Company  in  particular  ;  and  it  would  cer*- 
tainly  ftrengthen  theibrce  of  thefe  aigumcnts  if  thofe  to  whom  the 
trade  was  confined,  in  exclufion  of  all  the  reft  of  the  nation,  (hould 
be  unable  to  fupply  the  demand  that  was  made  for  it.  Nor  was 
it  at  all  to  be  wondered  at  tha^  very  large  fums  were  required  for 
managing  this  trade,  when  it  was  confidered  that  after  goods  were 
(hipped  from  England,  four  year»  mufi  elapfe  before  the  return  for 
them  was  depofited  in  the  Company's  treafury.  Great  care  (hould, 
however,  be  taken  that,  at  this  precife  period,  the  extenfion  of  the 
capital  (hould  by  no  means  exceed  their  immediate  neceflfities.  His 
reaions  for  this,  was  one  which  he  wifhed  to  be  imprefied  on  every 
Jiolder  of  India  Stock,  namely,  that  at  the  prefent  price,  it  woidd 
fell  infinitdy  below  its  value,  being  now,  compared  with  the  laft 
Vol.  I.  3  T 
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year  of  peacci  ihe  dif&rence  bctweon  174  and  ^oS*  He  tbea 
concluded  by  moving  a  ibing  of  refolutioiu  ibwdad  oa  bis 
ftatemcnts. 

Mr.  BIDDULPH  congratulated  the  Houfe  upon  finding  that 
the  accounts  of  the  Eaft- India  Company's  affairs  were  more  clear 
and  regular  this  year  than  they  had  formerly  been ;  (iiil  he  thought 
<hem  Capable  of  being  more  fo  than  thqr  were,  in  order  to  enable 
the  Members  of  that  Houfe  to  form  thofeconclulions  which  (hould 
ibe  drawn  from  them.  In  order  to  this,  he  thought  nothing  would 
^rm  fo  true  a  ba(is  as  piof^^ming  ^n  account  of  the  aduai  rents  of 
the  territorial  pofleffions  of  India.  For  his  part,  he  eould  not  con- 
ceive <he  affairs  of  the  Eaid- India  Company  to  be  fo  flourilhing  at 
had  been  defcribed.  The  ftatements  mentioned,  that  2,500,000!. 
9«^e  annually  drawn  from  the  lands  in  Bengal  -,  hut  he  much 
doubted  whciher  it  was  pofTibk  ^or  a  country  poflefiing  no  mines, 
but  importing  all  their  metals,  to  yield  any  permanent  income  to 
that  amount.  The  induOry  of  the  inhabitants  might  go  fome  way 
towards  it,  and  obviate  thofe  deflm^vc  circumftances  which  mufi 
othemife  have  ovorwheWned  them  in  deftrefs ;  but  he  could  not 
conceive  tliat  fuch  a  coiintry  could  yield  a  permanent  or  increafiog 
Income  under  the  opemtion  of  con(lant  drain,  and  deprived  as  it 
was  of  opulent  £iimiUes  and  RBuxUhing  Zemindars.  He  obfervcd, 
that  a  variety  of  dedudlions  were  to  be  made  from  the  fum  ftated  as 
i^pplicable  to  the  Bengal  invefiitures,  which  vi'ould  reduce  it  from 
2^500,0001.  to  i,ooa,oool.  and  adverted  to  the  deficiency  of 
the  GjMum  idles,  the  expences  of  the  military  eAablifliment,  and  the 
Incrca&d  expence  of  the  new  eftablifhment  in  Bengal  for  the  ad« 
miniftration  of  juftice,  (a  fum  which  he  Aated  at  between  3  and 
14.00^0001.  a  year.)  It  wafs  his  wifli,  he  faid,  to  be  informed  re- 
ipcAmg  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  jurifdiflion  of  thofe  Courts, 
and  the  nature  of  the  laws  impofad  upon  the  inhabitants  of  that 
country.  He  concluded  by  diffenting  from  the  rcfolutioi^  fo  far 
as  any  inference  was  drawn  from  the  fimtements  of  the  fonxM 
year. 

Mr.  .DUNDAS  faid,  the  refolutions  only  recorded  matters  qf 
fa£k,  which  were  drawn  ftom  the  accounts  now  hid  upon  the 
<ahle.  ' 

Sir  FJIANCIS  BARING  believed  that  die  accounts  were  as 

accurate  as  the  nature  of  the  c^fe  would  admk.     He  fkid,  he  had 

&k  fome  ahirm  with  regard  to  the  amny  arrang^maotsi  and  doubted 

I  whether  the  £uiop«n  officers  weve  faiiafied  with  the  legulaQoiii 

'which  had  bean  fent  to  India  ^  and  bt  aUb  feared,  that  the  permat 

.«ient  fettkment  of  the  revenue  ef  ihe  CQMntigr.  would  fuoimt  tam^ 
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diihirbance  at  fbme  future  period.  He  had  formerly  been  of  opinion^ 
that  the  afBiirs  of  the  CoTn]»ny,  though  aflcfted  by  the  war,  were 
more  flourifhing  than  he  now  thought  them  to  be.  With  i^egard 
to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  and  the  Spice  Iflands,  he  (hould  be 
very  forry  to  have  an  increafed  expence  on  that  account.  The 
*  Cape  coft  the  Dutch  annually  above  500,000!.  As  to  the  Spi^c 
Iflands,  he  faid,  if  they  were  not  held  on  the  fame  plan  as  the  Dutch 
held  them,  they  could  never  be  rendered  profitable ;  and  if  fa  held, 
it  muft  be  in  a  way  revolting  to  the  feelings  of  Englifhmen.  He 
thought  that  if,  after  the  peace,  foreigners  were  encouraged  to  trade 
to  India,  it  would  be  tmpoflible  for  the  Eaft-  India  Company  to  fup- 
ply  the  wants  of  this  country,  .or  keep  up  its  fales  to  the  prefeot 
amount. 

Sir  CHARLES  ROUSE  BOUGHTON  faid,  that  as  the 
refolution  propofed  went  only  to  declare  the  obvious  refult  of  num- 
bers, as  deduced  from  the  accounts  upon  the  table  of  the  Houfe» 
he  did  not  mean  to  enforce  it  by  argument,  nor  had  he  any  wifh  tp 
oppofe  it :  but  he  defired  to  fay  a  word  upon  the  idea  thrown  out 
by  the  two  honourable  gentlemen  who  fpoke  laft,  that  our  Indian 
affairs  were  not  likely  to  continue  equally  beneficial,  and  particularly 
the  territorial  revenue.  This  idea  mud  be  grounded  either  upon 
fz&f  or  reafoning.  Now,  in  point  of  {tlQ,  if  we  looked  b^k  tp 
the  moft  didant  periods  of  hlftory,  India  had  always  been  a  fource 
of  wealth  to  every  nation  that  made  conqueds  in  it,  or  engaged  in 
its  trade  ;  the  Adriatic  conquerors  and  merchants  had  derived  tha 
fame  benefits  from  it ;  and  the  events  of  thofe  times^  which  fell 
tnore  immediately  within  our  own  obfervation  and  inquiry,  in  the 
tranfaclion  of  various  European  nations,  during  the  two  laft  centa- 
rics,  fully  verified  his  aflertion.  Bengal,  it  was  faid,  bad  no  mines 
of  precious  metals  ;  but  it  had  what  was  more  valuable  than  pre;* 
cious  metals, .  which  are  only  the  fymbol  of  wealth,  a  ipore  fure 
fouTCC  of  nadonal  richer,  unremitting  Induftry  and  ingenuity,  fup« 
ported  by  a  propitic^s  climate,  and  luxuriant  (oil.  Thefe  wcup 
what  had  enabled  it  to  pa^y  to  its  fovereigns,  as  far  back  as  pubUp 
records  carry  us,  a  territoiial  revenue,  probably  as  large,  or  nearly 
as  large,  as  it  pays  now  ;  it  has  cpnti/iued  to  do  lb  ever  fmce  th^ 
Britifh  pofteflion  of  it :  and  was  there  any  found  reafon  to  fuppofc 
that  it  would  be  lefs  able  to  do  fo  hereafter,  when  it  is  growing 
everyday  more  accuftomed  to  our  dominbn>  more  benefited  by  tliQ 
improvements  of  our  fyftem,  and,  above  aU  other  confidcrations 
put  together,,  when  that  principle,  which  is  io  dear  to  the  feelii^ 
of  every  human  heart,  is  unalterably  eftablifhed  by  Britiih  governor 
shcnt,  the  fecurity  of  private  property^  and  a  fixed  revenue ;  f« 

3X2 
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that  evtry  man  may  enjoy  his  pofTcfltbnsy  and  improve  them  by  his 
'  good  management,  under  the  certain  confidence,  that  they  belong 
fecurely  to  htm,  and  to  his  children  after  him  P 

With  regard  to  the  trade  between  Europe  and,India,  he  faw  na 
tealbn  why  Great  Britain  (hould  not  ufe  its  enterprize  and  capital, 
to  tfie  greated  poflible  degree,  in  that  branch.  He  conceived,  in 
hAf  that  for  many  years  pad  the  trade  of  the  other  nations  of  Ea- 
rope  to  the  Ea(l  Indies  had  been  but  trifling ;  and  that  the  cargoes 
which  went  under  the  German,  Swedi(h,  Danifli,  French,  and 
even  Dutch  colours,  were,  in  a  great  meafure,  fupported  by  Britifti 
capital.  If  this  was  the  true  fiate  of  things,  and  the  profperous 
events  of  war  had  annihilated  other  European  nations  in  India,  and 
created  a  chafm,  as  the  right  honourable  Secretary  had  well  de- 
fcribed  it,  in  the  intercourfe  between  that  country  and  this,  he 
thought  It  was  our  bufinefs  to  fill  up  the  chafm  ;  and  it  would  be 
criminal  in  thofe  who  held  the  adminiftration  of  Indian  afl[airs  not 
to  embrace  the  opportunity,  by  bringing  that  whole  trade  into  the 
Intimate  channel  of  the  Eaft-India  Company,  under  the  contioul 
and  protedlion  of  His  Maje%*s  Minidcrs  and  the  Britifh  Par- 
liament. 

The  accounts,  he  faid,  certainly  exhibited  a  (late  of  pTofperity. 
The  public  were  much  indebted  to  the  right  honourable  gentlennan 
for  the  annual  production  of  them,  formed  in  fuch  a  manner,  that 
every  individiud  who  would  take  the  trouble  might  make  himfelf 
mailer  of  the  prpgreflSve  (ituation  of  our  Indian  revenue^  and  check 
the  eftimate  formed  in  the  preceding  year,  by  comparing  it  with  the 
'  accounts  of  the  adlual  year,  .when  it  has  elapfed,  fo  as  to  render  de« 
lufion  impofliible.     And  he  could  not  help  faying,  that,  to  his  ap^ 
prchenfion,  the  fet  of  accounts  now  on  the  table  contained  as  per- 
fpicuous  and  hxishi&oTj  a  ihitement  as  ever  was  produced  in  znf 
9Duntry,  of  a  concern  fo  great  and  fo  complicated  as  the  trade  and 
revenues  of  the  Eaft- India  Company. 

Upon  the  whole  view  of  the  fubje£l,  he  faw  no  reafon  to  doubt, 
that  the  favourable  expedations  of  the  right  nonourable  gentleman 
sn^ht  be  fulfilled,  and  that  Great  Britain  might  continue,  fubje£t 
only  to  the  contingencies  which  hang  on  all  human  events,  to  derive 
the  fame  benefits  from  its  Indian  pofTeflTions  and  commace,  be 
hoped,  to  all  perpetuity. 

M.  D.  SCOTT  confirmed  the  general  ftatement  of  Mr.  Dundas 
as  to  the  profpcrity  of  India,  and  the  progreffive  increafe  of  profit 
upon  all  die  fales.  He  Aated  the  advantage  to  be  derived  from  the 
commerce  of  Bengal  as  well  as  China.  Mr.  Soott  obferved,  that 
it  coft  the  Company  above  a  million  a^dditional  on  account  of 
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frdg^ty  bat,  in  the  event  of  peace,  this  would  be  faved-,  and  confer 
quently  a  much  larger  profit  would  arire  upon  the  fales.  Belides, 
in  times  of  peace,  many  more  markets  would  be  open  for  difpoGng 
of  the  oominodities  of  India.  Mr.  Scott  declared,  he  widely  dif- 
fered from  the  honourable  Baronet,  who  thought  we  (hould  be  bet- 
ter without  our  poffirffions  in  the  Eaft.  The  Cape  of  Good  Hope 
and  the  Ifland  of  Ceylon,  were  of  the  greatefl  importance,  next  to 
the  pofleflTion  of  Bengal  for  fecurin^  the  Empire  of  the  £a(l. 
With  refpeA  to  the  Spice  Iflands,  he  thought  it  better  that  this 
country  (hould  have  them  than  the  French,  though  perhaps  it  was 
better  that  they  (hould  be  left  entirely  free. 

Mr.  HUSSEY  contended,  diat  the  revenue  of  India,  after  the 
nDce(rary  deductions,  fell  (hort  of  the  appropriation  of  a  million  ^ 
nor  could  he  look  at  the  revenues  of  the  Company  as  increaling, 
becaufc  the  elKmates  of  the  prefent  year  were  lefs  than  the  former. 
The  honourable  Secretary  had  (hted,  that  the  debts  were  le(rened, 
and  the  alTets  increafed,  but  this  had  not  been  accounted  for.  He 
infilled  that  the  Company  was  now  infolvent,  as  it  would  turn  out, 
that  were  all  its  effe£l8  converted  into  money,  it  would  not  have 
enough  to  pay  o(F  all  demands ;  the  former  he  calculated  at 
6,734,oool.  and  the  latter  would  amount  to  7,780,0001. 

Mr.  DUNDAS  contradicted  the  ftjitement,  and  (hewed  that  the 
Company  had  almoft  enough  to  pay  their  perfonal  debs  out  of  their 
perfonal  eflPedls,  and  if  to  thcfe  was  added  their  old  property,  not 
only  would  they  be  able  to  pay  to  the  amount  of  their  capital,  at 
the  end  of  their  charter^  but  be  a  rich  fociety  indeed,  were  they  to 
divide  the  furplus  among  them,  if,  he  added,  they  (hould  be  fo  ill 
advifed  as  to  adopt  fuch  a  determination.  He  compared  their 
•  ntt»tion  to  the  cafe  of  a  gendeman  with  peffonal  property  nearly 
fufficient  to  pay  his  debts,  and  confiderable  landed  efiate.  Was  he 
not  to  be  reputed  as  folvent,  becaufe  part  of  his  capital  was  in 
land  ?  The  Eaft-India  Company  were  in  poflTeflTion  of  a  landed 
efiate  of  above  a  million  a  year  for  the  term  of  feventeen  years. 

The  refolutions  were  now  put  and  carried,  and  the  report  ordered 
fo  be  received  to-morrow. 

The  bills  for  amending  the  Augmentation- militia  A6t,  the  Ca- 
valry, and  the  Armjr-levy  A  (51,  were  committed,  and  the  reports 
prdered  to  be  received  on  Thurfday* 

ff^edne/Jay,  2i/i  Decemiir. 

Mr.  ELLIOT,  the  Chairman  of  the  Southwark  Committee, 
appeared  at  the  bar  and  (tated,  that  the  Committee  appointed  to 
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try  the  merits  of  the  petition  of  Gcoi^gc  Ticrncjr,  Efq.  complatn- 
ing  of  an  undue  elei^ton  and  return  for  the  borough  of  South wark, 
had  dif e^d  him  to  report  their  determination  to  the  Houfe,  wl^tch 
was  as  follows : 

That  G.  W.  Thelluflbn  is  not  duly  elected  a  burgefs  to  fcrve  in- 
tliis  prefent  Parliament  for  the  faid  Borough  of  Southwark. 

And  alfo,  that  the  faid  Seledl  Committee  have  determined. 

That  George  Tierney,  Efq.  the  petitioner,  ought  to  have  been 
icturned  a  burgefe,  to  fervc  in  Parliament  for  the  faid  boroiigh, 

And  alfo,  that  the  faid  Select  Committee  have  determined, 

That  the  faid  George  Tierney,  Efq.  is  duty  elected  a  burgefs, 
&c.  to  fcrve  in  Parliament  for  tlie  fdd  borough. 

And  alfo,  that  the  faid  Selcd  Committee  have  determined. 

That  the  petition  of  the  faid  George  Tierney,  Efq.  did  not  ap- 
pear to  the  faid  Seleft  Committee  to  be  frivolous  or  vexatious. 

And  alfo,  that  the  faid  Scledt  Committee  have  determined. 

That  the  oppofition  of  the  faid  G.  W.  Thelluflbn  to  jtbe  faid 
petition,  did  not  appear  to  the  faid  Seled  Committee  to  be  frivolous 
or  vexatious. 

The  report  was  brought  up, 

Mr.  ELLIOT  then  moved,  that  the  Clerk  of  the  Crown  do 
attend  the  Houfc  to  morrow  to  amend  the  return  of  the  faid  elec^ 
tion  -;  and  that,  inftead  of  the  name  of  G.  W.  ThellufTon,  Efq.  be 
fubftituted  that  of  George  l^ierney,  Efq- — Ordered. 

The  Cape  of  Good  Hope  Navigation  Bill  was  brought  in  and 
read  a  firft  time.     Ordered  to  be  read  a  fecond  time  to-morrow. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  papers  from  the  India 
Houfe  was  brought  up,  and  the  refolutions  agreed  to  by  the 
Houfe. 

Mr.  ABBOT  faid,  that  having  brought  up  the  Report  from  the 
Committee,  appointed  to  confidcr  of  the  bcft  means  ef  promulga- 
ting the  ftatutes,  he  now  rofe  to  give  notice  that  he  (bould  take 
an  early  opportunity  after  the  Tecefs,  to  propofe  to  the  Houfe  fomc 
Rieafore  founded  on  the  fe<9s  contained  in  that  Report. 

The  Scots  Dldillery  bill  was  read  a  third  time  arid  pafled.  TTii 

Houfe  in  a  Committee  of  Supply,  among  other  fums,  voted  a  fum 

rf  540,0001.  for  the  relief  of  the  fuflcring  Clergy  and  Laiiy  of 

France.     The  report  ordered  to  be  received  to-morrow,  and  th^ 

•    Committee  to  fit  gain  on  Friday. 

i        In  a  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  approved  of  the  refolutions 
relative  to  the  terms  of  the  loart,  , 

In  a  Committee  on  the  bill  for  the  more  i^eedy  pajtmcnt  of  Navy^ 
•  Tranf^iort  and  Vidlualling  bills, 
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Mr.  HUS^Y  ck^Qci  to  the  re{i^ations  of  the  Bill,  which  ia 
his  opinion  would  not  enable  the  public  to  go  to  the  mailcet  with 
advantage ;  but  would,  on  the  contrary,  have  the  effcd  to  encourage 
miM-ious  fpeculation. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PJTT  explained  the  nature  of  the  bill.  All 
ih&t  it  enaded  was,  that  a  Navy  Bill  (hould  not  run  more  than  three 
months.  The  intereft  was  calculated  as  nearly  as  poflible  at,the 
rate  of  five  per  cent.  ^  from  the  beft  information  he  could  obtain 
he  had  rcafon  to  believe  that  the  mode  of  payment  propofed 
by  the  prefent  bill  would  be  perfedUy  agreeable  to  the  parties 
concerned. 

Mr.  HUSSEY  perfiAed  in  his  objedions.  The  bill  was  read 
a  fird  and  fecond  time,  and  agreed  to  by  the  Committee,  and  the 
report  ordered  to  be  received  to-morrow. 

'  Mr.  BIDDULPH  faid,  that  he  had  laft  night  propofed  fome 
queftions  with  refpeS  to  the  new  fyftem  of  India  Judicature,  ia 
anfwer  to  which  he  could  obtain  no  fatisfadtory  information.  He 
wifhed  fomc  account  of  the  inftitution  to  be  laid  before  the  Houfe, 
>nd  if  Minifters  perfslled  to  decline  bringing  forward  the  fubjcd^ 
he  wou\,d  make  a  motion  for  the  purpofe. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  fuggelted  the  difficulty  of  complying  with 
the  wiihes  of  the  honourable  gentleman^  from  the  complicated  and 
exteofive  nature  of  the  fubjed. 

Mr.  BIDDULPH  enforced  the  importance  of  obtaining  fati** 
hSUxj  information  with  refpeA  to  an  objed  which  interefled  no 
le(s  than  fifteen  miUions  of  people.  Several  new  codes  of  criminal 
law  had  lately  been  brought  forward,  in  all  of  which  the  feverity  of 
former  ena(5lments  had  been  conliderably  mitigated.  He  was  de^ 
firous  to  afcertaift  whether  the  fame  mild  and  equitable  fpirit  had 
been  followed  in  the  regulations  of  this  new  code  of  India  Judica- 
ture. Since  4ie  could  not  obtain  from  Miitifters  an  account  of  the 
ioflitution,  he  gave  notice  that  he  (I)Ould  to-morrow  make  a  motion^ 
That  dierc  be  laid  upon  the  table  coppies  of  the  correfpondence  be« 
tween  the  Governor-General  of  Bengal^  and  the  Board  of  Control, 
^lative  to  the  new  Courts  of  India  Judicature,  previous  to  fuch 
Courts  being  inftitutcd. 

Thur/dc^f   22d December. 

GEORGE  TIERNEY,  Efq.  took  the  oath  and  his  feat  for 
ihe  boiough  of  South wark. 

Mr.  NICHOLLS  gave  notice,  that  early  after  the  holidays  he 
ihould  nove  f<^  leave  x»  bring  in  a  bill  to  prevent  pcrfons  va(ii^ 
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nt  deAions  of  Members  to  ferve  in  FMztottit,  bjr  irifftoe  of  ooOii- 
five  and  fifiitious  transfers  for  buigage  Cienures,  &c. 

Mr.  BIDDULPH  faid,  he  was  about  to  proceed  to  make  die 
motion  of  which  he  gave  notice  yedcrday— for  the  prododion  d 
hmc  papers  relative  to  the  efhblifhment  of  Courts  of  Judicatmt  in 
India.  This  he  conceived  to  be  matter  of  general  concern,  for  he 
thought  that  the  mode  of  adminifleriag  ju(Hce  under  the  authority  of 
this'countty  in  all  parts  of  the  globe,  ought  to  be  fully  known  and 
fubmitted  to  the  approbation  of  that  Houfe.  The  motion,  whidi 
he  held  in  his  hand,  was  calculated  for  that  6bje6t,  and  he  fliould 
be  under  the  necelTity  of  pcrfifting  in  making  it,  unlcfs  die  infbrma* 
tion  which  he  (hould  receive  from  the  Secretary  of  StatCj  now  in  the 
Houfe,  (hould  anfwcr  the  purpofc  which  he  had  in  view  of  the  fub- 
jeSt  before  the  Houfe.  He  underAood  that  there  were  at  prefent  in 
India  Courts  of  Criminal  Juftice  under  the  authority  of  our  Go- 
vernment, and  where-  the  Judges  prefided.  He  underflood  that  in 
India  the  criminal  laws  had  been  made  milder  than  they  were  for* 
merly,  and  that  in  many  cafes  the  puniihment  of  death  was  not  in- 
fli£led  for  crimes  which  had  been  forbidden  under  that  penalty  in 
former  cafes.  If  the  matter  was  fo,  he  thought  the  Houfe  could 
fiot  do  better  than  to  confider  what  had  been  die  efieft  of  fiidi 
rf.ildnefs  ;  and  if  they  found  that  the  morals  of  the  people  were 
better  in  oonfequence  of  the  alteration,  they  co^f  in  po&y,  as 
well  as  humanity,  to  make  that  mildnefs  a  general  fyflem  in  tiiat 
part  of  the  globe  ;  inftead  of  containing  the  old  and  btfbdU 
rious  fyAem  of  infliciing  death  for  crimes  which  could  be  bet- 
ter prevented  without  it.  With  a  view  of  bringing  impor- 
tant imformation  before  the  Houfe  upon  isi  fubjcA  fo  intereftiif;i 
and,  perhaps,  hereafter  of  fuggefting  feme  regulations,  he  flioald 
move, 

'<  That  there  be  laid  before  this  Houfe,  copies,  or  extraAs,  of 
the  orders  of  the  Court  of  Diredors  of  the  Eaft-Ihdia  Company 
to  the  Governor-general  and  Council  of  Fort  William,  for  eftablifli- 
ing  new  Courts  of  Criminal  Juftice  in  the  provinces  of  Bengal, 
Bahar,  and  Orifla,  and  of  the  DireAions  that  have  been  given  for 
the  proceedings  of  the  faid  Courts." 

Mr.  Secretary  DUNDAS  faid,  that  die  honourable  gentleman 
who  introduced  this  motion,  alluded  to  the  iubjed  on  a  former 
night ;  he  had  obfcrved,  that  the  Houfe  of  Commons  could  not 
be  fo  well  employed  as  in  forming  a  code  of  criminal  laws  for 
India.  If  he  had  any  idea  of  that  kind  in  his  mind,  he  muft  6b- 
Ultvt  to  him,  that  of  all  the  fubje^  on  which  that  Houfe  could  be 


Dec.  aa.]  D'EBATES*  513 

employed,  the  moft  pernicious  on  which  they  could  cicrcife  •  their 
authority  would  be  that  of  forming  a  code  of  criminal  jurifdidlion 
over  our  territories  in  India.     The  whole  of  the  Executive  Go- 
vernment there  was  fubje£t  to  a  Board  of  Control,  which  Board  was 
fubjedt  again  to  Parliament,  and  if  any  thing  improper  was  done^ 
Parliament  would  of  courfe  excrcife  its  authority.     But  he  muft 
enter  his  folemn  proteft  againd  Parliament  taking  up  the  matter^ 
and  forming  all  at  once  a  code  of  criminal  laws  for  that  diilani: 
country.     If  the  Houfe  could  be  ra(h  enough  to  enter  upon  fuch 
a  fcheme,  he  would  venture  to  fay  they  would  foon  find  themfelves 
in  a  labyrinth,  out  of  which  it  would  be  difficult,  if  not  impoflible, 
for  them  to  extricate  themfelves.     Codes  of  laws  for  a  whole  peo« 
pie  were  not  to  be  formed  at  once  from  notions  of  dry  and  abfiraA 
propriety  ;  they  fhould  be  adapted  to  the  feelings  and  the  prejudices 
of  thofe  on  whom  they  were  defigned  to  operate ;  and  if  the  Houfe 
fhould  take  fuch  a  matter  into  their  difcuiTion  without  great  caution^ 
they  might  perplex,  entangle,  and  perhaps  defhoy  the  Government 
of  India.     The  honourable  gentleman,  although  he  might  have 
great  general  knowledge,  was  however  but  a  young  Member  of  Par- 
liament.    He  fhould  be  given  to  underfland,   that  it  was  not  a 
pradice  of  the  Houfe  to  grant  any  papers  which  any  Member 
chufcd  to  call  for,  merely  becaufe  he  chufed  it ;  the  Houfe  gene-* 
rally  expedled  fome  ground  to  be  ftated  for  thepropriety  of  granting 
papers,  before  they  granted  them.     It  would  therefore  be  fufficient 
for  hinf  in  refifting  this  motion,  to  infifl  that  no  ground  had  been 
laid  before  the  Houfe  to  fhew  the  necefTity  of  granting  thefe  papers. 
Belides  this  objedlion,  there  was  another  which  the  honourable  gen- 
tleman had,  perhaps,  overlooked  \  it  might  be  impoffible  to  comply 
with  this  motion.     All  thofe  who  had  occafion  to  perufe  India 
documents  mufl  be  convinced  that  they  do  not  write  in  a  very  la« 
conic  flyle.     The  whole  of  the  correfpondence  which  the  honour- 
able gentleman  afked  for  might  be  fo  voluminous  as  to  employ  for 
along  time  all  the  clerks  of  the  India  Company  to  copy  them  ; 
and  here  again  the  expence  of  the  meafure  offered  itfelf  to  view,  and 
that  he  would  venture  to  fay  would  not  be  a  mere  trifle.     The 
Company  mufl  ms^ntain  double  their  prefent  efiablifbmei)t>  if  they 
were  to  fumifh  fuch  a  body  of  writing  for  any  other  than  the  mofl 
ufeful,purpofes. 

He  admitted,  that  material  changes  had  taken  place  in  the  admi- 
niflration  of  juflice  in  India,  under  the  government  of  the  Marquis 
Comwallis,  17901  and  1792*  Formerly,  the  colledors  of  the 
revenue' were  the  judges  in  all  queflions  of  revenue  ;  the  Marquis 
Comwallis  had  feparated  the  charadter  of  Judge  from  that  of  party. 

Vol.  I.       *  3  U 
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In  the  criminal  code,  he  had  relieved  the  country  from  the  oppief- 
iion  of  fome  prejudices  which  had  continued  longer  than  in  odier 
parts  of  the  world.  He  had  put  an  end  to  aflfaffinationy  by  abo- 
lifhing  pecuniary  compenfation  jibr'murder*— a  pra£tice  which  had 
exifted  in  all  countries  under  the  feudal  fyftem,  and  even  till  a  late 
period  in  our  own.  He  had  made  no  change  in  the  fundamental 
laws  of  India,  but  put  their  execution  on  grounds  better  fuited  to 
the  principles  of  the  people  and  to  the  religion  of  the  place.  Mr. 
Dundas  faid.  that  he  had  often  wiihed  the  Houfe  to  be  more 
minutely  acquainted  with  the  good  condudl  of  the  noble  Marquis  in 
this  particular ;  and,  if  the  honourable  gentleman  would  withdraw 
bis  motion,  he  gave  his  honour  to  bring  forward  another  that  (hould 
anfwerthe  purpofe  of  laying  before  the  Houfe  fuch  information  as- 
they  could  want  on  the  fubjefi. 

Mr.  EIDDULPH  replied,  he  had  no  objeflion  to  withdraw 
his  motion,  upon  the  promife  of  Mr.  Dundas  to  bring  the  fubjed 
forward.  He  (hould  not  have  brought  it  forward,  if  he  had  not 
thought  the  alterations  had  been  weakly  and  wickedly  adopted. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  thought,  that  as  the  honourable  gentle- 
man had  founded  his  motion  upon  the  weaknefs  or  wickedncfs  of 
the  meafures  which  had  been  purfued,  his  motion  ought  to  be  read, 
in  order  that,  from  the  nature  of  it,  the  Houfe  might  judge  how 
far  his  diligence  and  inveftigation  of  the  fubjefl  jufliiied  his  uiing 
thofe  words. 

Mr.  BIDDULPH  explained.' 

Mr.  Secretary  DUNDAS  faid,  that  the  words  neither  applied 
to  the  Board  of  Control  nor  to  the  Diredlors  of  the  Eaft-India 
Company,  but  to  the  a<9s  of  Parliament  relative  to  India. 

Sir  CHARLES  ROUSE  BOUGHTON  thought  it  was  in- 
cumbent  upon  him  to  offer  a  few  (hort  obfervations,  becauft 
he  had,  in  a  former  Parliament,  taken  an  aflive  part  in  meafures 
immediately  connefted  with  the  motion  now  before  the  Houfe. 
The  manner  in  which  the  honourable  Member  had  made  and  ex« 
plained  his  motion,  tended  to  excite  apprehenfions  and  alarm,  both 
in  the  Houfe,  and  amongft  the  public,  that  there  was  a  ihameful  ca- 
pricioufnefs  and  verfatilicy  In  the  condud  of  this  country  towards  the 
inhaJ}itantsof  our  India  pofleflfions,  and  that  the  fydcm  of  criminal 
law  were  made  and  changed  at  pleafure,  which  he  believed  to  be 
foreign  from  the  truth.  After  noticing  in  a  way  that  feemed  to 
make  much  imprcHlon  upon  the  Houfe,  the  wide  diftin£Hon  be- 
tween a  legiflative  anangement,  as  incident  to  every  govermng 
country,  and  a  po(itive  code  of  law,  which  was  the  term. repeatedly 
ufed  and  in(ifted  upon  by  Mr.  Biddulph  \  he  faid,  he  would  ven-^ 
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ture  to  aflferty  beyond  the  poffibility  of  contradidliony  that  the  Britifh 
nation  hady  in  no  period  of  its  pofleflfiony  ever  fomned  a  code  of 
laws  for  the  people  of  India :  and  in  regard  to  the  criminal  law, 
which  was  the  particular  fubjed^  of  the  prefent  charge,  we  had  been 
more  cfpccially  cautious  in  interfering  in  it.  He  did  not  know 
what  knowledge  the  honourable  gendeman  may  have  brought  from 
India,  if  he  has  been  there  ;  but  he  certainly  had  not  acquired  the 
knowledge  to  be  gained  at  home  from  a  perufal  of  the  proceedings 
of  Parliament ;  which  would  demonftrate,  that  neither  the  Legifla- 
turc  itfelf,  nor  any  local  authority  had  ever  ventured  to  tamper 
with  the  criminal  jurifprudcnce  of  India.  Firft,  he  begged  to  refer 
to  the  reports  of  the  Committee  of  Secrefy,  printed  in  the  year 
1773,  in  all  which  there  was  a  great  variety  of  valuable  matter, 
but  to  thofe  more  particularly  which  related  to  the  judicature  of 
Bcrigal ;  and  there  would  be  found  a  minute  defcription  of  the 
fcveral  officers  employed  in  expounding  and  adjudging  the  penal 
laws  of  the  country,  fuch  as  they  were  eftablifhed  under  the  Mogul 
Government,  and  continued  under  ours,  but  no  mention  of  any 
new  (Senal  code.  This  was  in  1772  and  3.  From,  that  period 
he  paffcd  to  the  year  1781,  when  the  adminiftration  of  juftice  in 
Bengal  was  fpecially  brought  under  the  cognizance  of  Parliament : 
and  it  might  be  remembered,  that  he  was  then  one  of  the  fird  to  alarm 
the  Hpufe,  by  ftating  to  them  the  vexations  which  had  arifen  to 
the  natives  of  India  from  an  infringement  of  their  ancient  laws 
and  ufagfss,  by  an  extenllon  of  the  criminal  procefs  of  England,  as 
enforced  over  them  by  the  Judges  of  His  Majefty's  Supreme  Court. 
To  the  very  ample  difcuflion  of  that  fubjefl,  which  then  took  place, 
he  brought,  for  his  own  part,  all  the  local  knowledge  he  had  ac- 
quired in  India,  all  he  could  derive  from  a  careful  (tudy  of  books, 
and  all  the  afliilance  he  could  obtain  from  men  more  enlightened 
than  himfclf.  The  inquiry  was  purfued,  a  laborious  report  was 
laid  before  Parliament,  generally  called  the  Judicature  Report,  in 
which  the  fundionaries  of  the  Mahomedan  law  are  again  defcribed, 
whofc  perfons  had  lately  been  difgraced,  and  jurifdidtion  deftroyed  : 
and  the  final  refult  of  the  whole  proceeding  was,  that  Parliament, 
with  all  that  information  before  them,  wifely,  in  his  opinion,  paflled 
a  law  to  reftrain  the  powers  affumed  by  His  Majcfty's  Judges,  and 
fecure  to  the  natives  the  undifturbed  enjoyment  and«xercife  of  their 
own  laws,  ufages,  and  religion.  There  was  not  even  a  quefUon 
about  modelling  or  altering  their  laws.  The  defign  of  all  parties 
was  to  prote<^  them  from  infringement. 

So  far  as  to  the  authority  of  Parlijvnent.     But  he  would  go  m 
ftcp  farther,  and  remark,  how  far  this  Principle  had  been  followed 
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up  by  the  Board  of  Controul,  under  whom  he  had  the  honor  of 
holding  for  many  years  a  very  refpedlablc  fituation,  (Chief  Secre- 
tary,) and  therefore  knew  the  mcafures  they  had  purfucd.  When 
that  Board  framed  tReir  plans  for  the  future  government  of  our  ter- 
ritorial poflfeflTions  in  India,  they  direded  their  views  to  all  the 
official  details,  to  the  eftablifhment  of  a  fair  revenue,  to  the  mode  of 
coUeAing  it,  to  the  freedom  of  commerce,  to  the  general  eafe  of 
the  people,  the  fecurity  of  property  and  inheritance,  and  equal  pro- 
motion of  juftice.  But  they  never  touched  upon  the  criminal  law 
of  the  country.  They  left  it  as  they  found  it.  They  did  more ; 
they  declared  exprefsly  againft  a  violation  of  it.  So  that  in  eveiy 
period,  although  the  adminiifarative  regulations  may  have  varied, 
the  body  of  the  law  has  remained  the  fame. 

He  did  not  mean,  however,  to  prevent  the  production  of  the 
papers  called  for,  nor  to  reftrain  in  any  degree  the  general  and  coa- 
fiant  fuperintendance  of  Parliament  over  the  affairs  of  India.  Far 
^  from  it :  he  confidered  diat  as  the  bed  prefervative  of  our  poflef- 
(ions.  But  he  could  never  think  Parliament  would  do  well  in  em- 
ploying its  time,  as  has  been  fuggefted,  to  fbrni  a  code  of  laws  for 
India,  They  were  incompetent  to  fuch  an  undertaking ;  inftcad 
of  advancing  the  purpofes  of  judice,  it  would  caufe  much  difcon- 
tent  and  oppreflion :  it  would  lead  into  a  labyrinth,  where  the 
Houfe,  and  the  public  too,  would  be  bewildered  :  and,  moft  of  all, 
a  code  of  criminal  law.  He  thought  the  Houfe  would  dcferve  the 
imputation  of  **  weaknefs  and  wickednefs,*'  and  abfurdity,  if  they 
attempted  it.  He  wi(hed  to  fpeak  with  all  due  deference  to  the 
wifdom  of  the  Houfe,  and  begged  their  excufe  for  having  faid  fo 
much  '^  to  which  he  had  been  led  by  a  defire  to  vindicate  the  public 
charadlcr  as  to  what  is  paft,  and  to  guard  the  Houfe  from  the 
hazard  of  doing  much  mifchief  by  an  overtrained  folicitatlon  to 
do  good. 

Mr.  NICHOLLS  wiflied  that  the  motion  fhould  be  with- 
drawn. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that,  unlefs  the  affertions,  which 
had  been  made  by  the  honourable  mover  in  the  courfe  of  the  debate, 
could  alfo  be  withdrawn,  he  fhould  infift  on  the  motion  being  put| 
!t  order  to  its  receiving  the  negative  of  the  Houfe. 

The  motion  was  put  and  negatived-— and 

Mr.  BIDDULPH  gave  notice  he  would,  early  after  the  holi- 
days, bring  forward  a  motion  to  the  fame  efFed  as  this,  although 
different  in  form.    '   ' 

Mr.  HOBART  brought  up  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 
Supply. 
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The  refolutions  were  all  read  and  agreed  to, 

Mr.  HOBART  tl^en  brought  up  the  report  of  the  bill  to  pro- 
yide  for  the  better  payment  of  navy  and  vidtualling  bills. 

The  amendments  being  read, 

Mr.  HUSSEY  faid,  that  his  idea  was  that  articles  for  which 
thefe  bills  were  to  be  given  (hould,  if  poflible,  be  paid  for  in  readj 
money.  But  if  that  could  not  be  done,  the  beft  way  would  be  to 
take  care  that  thefe  bills  (hould  not  go  for  more  than  three  months 
in  reality.  He  knew  they  would  be  fo  in  appearance  ;  but  ia 
reality  they  would  be  otherwife.  If  thefe  bills  were  iflued  imme* 
diately  for  the  payment  of  the  goods,  all  would  be  well :'  but  he  de- 
fired  to  know  whether  dlfcrction  was  not  to  be  given  to  Mini(ter»  to 
iflue  bills,  not  immediately  after  the  purchafe  of  the  articles  for  which 
(hey  were  to  be  given,  but  at  a  future  time  ?  If  fo,  the  advantages 
of  making  them  payable  in  three  months  after  their  iflfue  would  be 
a  very  vague  one. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  reminded  him  of  the  explanation  which 
he  had  on  the  preceding  night  given  him.  The  payment  in  navy 
or  tranfport  bills  was  made  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  to  fatisfy  the  party 
concerned,  and  at  as  early  a  day  as  he  could,  in  the  courfe  of  his 
trade,  receive  it  from  others.  The  object  of  the  bill  now  before 
the  Houfe  vms  to  provide  that  no  paper,  of  fo  long  a  date  as  to  be 
liable  to  difcount,  (hould  be  negociated,  and  this  had  no  connexion 
with  the  time  at  which  the  paper  was  iflued,  but  with  the  term 
which  it  had  to  run.  The  length  of  credit  depended  on  the  cuf- 
tom  of  each  particular  trade. 

Mr.  HUSSEY  faid,  he  underftood  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man now  upon  this  fubjedt,  akhov;gh  he  did  not  underftand  him 
on  a  former  occafion  ;  and  there  were  many  other  gentlemen  in  the 
fame  condition  at  that  time,  for  they  did  not  underftand  him. 
This  bill  had  not  his  confent,  now  he  underdood  it ;  becaufe  he  was 
perfuaded,  that  whatever  may  be  the  good  intentions  of  the  Minif* 
ter,  they  would  be  defeated  in  the  market.  He  could  not  be  able 
to  buy  the  articles  upon  the  £ime  advantageous  terms  as  if  he  iflued 
the  bills  immediately  payable  at  three  months ;  in(tead  of  ifluing 
them  three  months  afterwards. 

The  amendments  were  then  read  and  agreed  to,  and  the  bill 
was  ordered  to  be  engrdfTed,  and  read  a  third  time  to-morrow,  if 
theQ  engrofled. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  he  meant  to-day  to  renew  a 
motion  which  he  had  made  in  the  laft  Parliament,  for  leave  to  bring 
In  a  bill  for  the  better  Support  and  Maintenance  of  the  Poor.  He 
did  00^  intend  at  prcfent  to  go  at  length  into  any  explanation  of  die 
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bill,  except  there  (hould  be  gentlemen  who  might  be  defirous  in 
t:  r  prefent  ftage  to  be  mote  particularly  informed  as  to  the  details 
of  tlic  meafure.  He  would  only  generally  remark^  that  the  bill 
\v::s  dir'.ded  to  the  fame  objc6ts  which  he  had  laft  year  ftated,  and 
M  hieh  ha.l  then  experienced  the  moft  decided  approbation  of  the 
H'iiifs.  The  fuhjedt  itfelf  was'fo  extenfive,  that  it  could  only  be 
properly  difcuffed  at  a  more  advanced  ftage,  when  the  whole  of 
the  details  were  before  the  Houfe,  At  prefent  he  only  propofcdj 
that  the  bill  (hould  be  read  a  Brft  and  fecond  time,  that  it  might  go 
into  a  Committee,  where  the  blanks  (hould  be  filled  up,  and  the  bill 
printed  before  the  holidays,  in  order  that  during  tlie  interval  of 
Parliament  it  might  be  circulated  in  the  country,  and  undergo  the 
moft  ferious  and  mature  inveftigation.  He  (hould,  therefore,  now 
move,  **  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  better  Sup- 
port and  Maintenance  of  the  Poor."  There  was  no  fubjecl  which 
more  dcfcrved  the  attention  of  the  Houfe,  or  which  required  a 
more  careful  and  deliberate  confidcration. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  faid,  he  qertainly  agreed  that  there  was  no 
fubjedl  which  was  more  deferving  of  the  attention  of  the  Houfc, 
or  which  more  demanded  their  moft  diligent  and  ferious  inveftiga- 
tion. He  hoped,  however,  that  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
would  perfevcre  in  maturing  his  fyftem,  as  he  had  taken  the  fubjeA 
out  of  the  hands  of  an  honourable  friend  of  his  (Mr.  Whitbread), 
who  would  have  profecutcd  it,  if  not  with  equal  ability,  yet  with 
equal  zeal,  and,  perhaps,  with  a  greater  degree  of  induftry.  He 
wiftied  that  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  at  leaft  entered 
into  a  (hort  explanation  of  the  particulars  of  the  plan  which  he 
now  propofcd  to  bring  forward.  When  he  talked  of  the  approba- 
tion given  to  the  objcfls  of  the  bill,  he  ought  to  have  recollcftcd 
that  fan6\ion  had  been  given  in  a  former  Parliament.  He  would, 
however,  when  the  fubjeft  was  brought  forward  in  detail,  pay  it 
the  clofcft  attention,  and  he  trufted  that  it  would  be  attended  with' 
the  utmoft  advantage  to  the  clafs  of  the  community  for  whofe  in- 
tercfts  it  was  profclTedly  brought  forward. 

Mr.  JOLLIFFE  faid,  that  as  the  fubjeft  was  of  infinite  impor- 
tance, and  required  the  moft  deliberate  inveftigation,  he  hoped  that 
the  bill  would  not  be  brought  into  a  Committee,  previous  to  the 
Chriftmas  recefs. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  denied  having  taken  the  meafure  out  of 
the  hands  of  the  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Whitbread) ;  on  the 
contrary,  the  bill  which  he  now  propofed  to  be  brought  in  was  con- 
trived on  a  much  more  enlarged  (bale,  which,  when  put  in  exe- 
cution, would  fupei^fedc  the  neceflTity  of  the  other.  The  honourable 
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gentleinan's  propofition  was  to  take  fome  Aeps  for  the^relkf  of  tiie 
labouring  poor  by  regulating  the  rate  of  wages  ;  the  plan  which  he 
had  in  view>  if  properly  executed,  would  render  that  relief  unneccf- 
fary.  He  had  been  reproached  with  want  of  induftry  in  profccu- 
ting  it.  A  perfon  who  had  it  in  his  power  to  devote  the  whole 
of  his  attention  folely  to  that  •ubjeffc,  might  certainly  have  made 
greater  progrefs  in  the  bufinefs.  But  he  believed  it  was  very  well 
known  to  fcvcral  gendemen  that  he  had  been  by  no  means  idle.  In 
the  interval  which  had  elapfed  he  had  exerted  himfelf  in  circula- 
ting the  heads  of  the  former  bill,  in  confequcnce  of  which  he  had 
obtained  from  feveral  quarters  of  the  country  additional  informa- 
tion upon  the  fubjeS,  It  was  an  objc6t  indeed  of  fo  great  mo- 
ment, that  he  (hould  have  been  quite  afliamcd  had  he  been  confcious 
of  any  remiffnefs  in  purfuing  it.  He  did  not  open  his  plan  upon 
the  prefent  evening  becaufe  he  hoped  foon  to  be  able  to  prefent  it 
to  the  Houfe  in  a  much  more  digcfled  fhape,  and  becaufe  be  was 
averfe  to  add  one  unneceflary  fpeech  to  the  many  neccilary  ones, 
which  from  his  lituation  he  was  often  obliged  to  make,  and  to  thofe 
which  the  obfervations  on  the  other  fide  of  the  Houfe  extorted  from 
him  much  againft  his  Inclination.  He  wifhed  that  the  bill  (hould 
be  committed  before  Chriftmas,  and  for  the  very  reafon  which  the 
honourable  gentleman  under  the  gallery  (Mr.  JollifFe)  was  for  de- 
ferring it  till  after  the  holiday s,  namely,  that  gentlemen  might  b« 
in  full  poffeffion  of  his  plan  in  detail,  and  that  they  might  be  ena- 
bled to  colleft  additional  information  upon  it  during  their  ftay  in 
the  country,  fo  that  the  bill  might  be  afterwards  recommitted  and 
corredled. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  reminded  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
that  the  bill  which  his  honourable  friend  (Mr.  Whitbread)  moved 
for  leave  to  bring  in,  referred  not  to  a  detached  meafure  which  he 
had  in  view,  but  was  a  part  of  an  extenfive  plan  which  he  then  had 
in  agitation,  if  the  Houfe  had  permitted  him  to  profecute  it. 

Mr.  MARTIN  expreffcd  his  fatisfaflion  at  finding  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  in  earned  in  the  bufinefs,  and  he  had  no 
doubt  that  a  plan  formed  by  his  great  abilities,  with  the  bene- 
volent defign  of  granting  relief  to  the  labouring  poor,  would  meet 
the  unanimous  fuppurt  of  the  Houfe. 

The  report  of  the  amended  bill  for  augmenting  the  militia  was 
taken  into  farther  confideration,  and  the  different  amendments 
were  agreed  to  by  the  Houfe. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  brought  up  a  claufe,  providing  that  no 
peribn  who  (hall  be  balloted  for  the  fupplemental  militia,  (hall 
be  liable  to  ferve  in  the  regular  militia,  which  was  agreed  to. 
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Mr.  WILBERFORCE  brought  up  a  claufe,  providing  that 
the  words,  "  I  fwcar  that  I  am  a  Proteftant/'  (hall  be  erafcd  from 
the  form  of  oath  adminif^ered  to  thofe  who  (ball  be  balloted  to 
fervc  in  the  Supplemental  Militia. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  faid,  that  it  might  eafily  be  fuppofcd  that 
he  rofe  to  approve  of,  not  to  objedl,  to  the  claufe  ;  he  reminded 
the  Houfc,  however,  that  he  had  propofcd  it  as  an  amendment  to 
the  former  bill,  and  that  it  was  rejected.  He  did  not  fee  why  the 
honourable  gentleman  (hould  give  his  aflent  to  any  propofition 
when  it  came  from  one  fide  of  the  Houfe  more  than  from  the 
other. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  replied,  that  fo  fiir  from  objefling  to 
the  amendment  bccaufe  it  came  from  the  honourable  gentleman 
(Mr.  Sheridan)  he  (hould  have  aflcntcd  to  it  with  the  greater  plea- 
fure  on  that  account,  bccaufe  he  had  it  fo  feldom  in  his  power 
to  agree  with  any  good  thing  coming  from  that  quarter. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  rofe,  and  retorted  that  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  had  certainly  forgotten,  for  if  he  would  recoiled  him(clf 
he  would  find  that  he  had  frequently  taken  very  valuable  hints 
from  him. 

The  claufe  was  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  read  a 
third  time  to-morrow,  if  then  engroflVd. 

A  meflfage  was  received  from  the  Lords  acquainting  the  Houfe 
that  their  Lord(hips  had  agreed  to  the  loan  bill  without  any 
amendment. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  aficed,  whether  it  was  the  intention  of  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  to  abandon  the  duty  on  inland  navi- 
gation? He  put  the  queffion  bccaufe  the  Committee  on  the  bill 
was  poftponed  till  after  Chriftmas,  and  he  frequently  (bund  that 
long  delays'  of  this  kind  were  only  a  prelude  to  the  total  abandon- 
ment of  the  horr)urable  gentleman's  meafures. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  replied,  that  he  had  no  intention  to 
abandon  the  meafure,  on  the  contrary,  he  thought  it  a  fair  fubj^d 
for  taxation,  and  he  was  convinced  that  the  more  it  was  conlidered 
the  lefs  it  would  be  objedted  to. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  amended  Cavalry  Bill  was 
taken  into  farther  condderation,  and  the  diiFerent  amendcnents 
agreed  to  by  the  Houfe. 

Mr.  WILBERFORCE  brought  up  a  claufe  for  amending  the 
words  of  the  oath,  (imilar  to  that  which  he  propofed  upon  the  for- 
mer bill,  which  was  adopted. 
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Friday y  22^ Decemlrr. 

In  a  Committee  of  Supply,  the  fum  of  6oo,oool.  in  £x« 
chequer  bills  was  voted  for  the  relief  of  the  merchants  and  planters 
of  Grenada. 

After  fevcral  claufes  had  been  received  into  die  bill  for  amend- 
ing the  Augmentation-militia  A&f 

Mr.  JOLIFFE,  on  the  queftion  for  the  third  reading,  &id,  tint 
the  whole  tendency  of  the  a£t\thus  to  be  amended,  and  of  the  two 
others  lately  pafled,  for  increafing  die  military  and  naval  forces,  vas 
fo  unconftitutional,  their  effed  would  be  fo  opprcflive,  and  dieir 
operation  fo  difficult,  that  he  (hould,  after  the  recefs,  avail  himfelf 
erf*  the  elaufe  which  makes  die  repeal  of  them  prafUcaUe  during  tfas 
feflion,  to  move  that  they  be  abfolutcljr  nrpealed. 

The  bill  was  then  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  introduced  a  clade  into  At  Cavaky 
Bill,  permitting  perfons  who  could  not  immediately  obtain  fub^ 
tutes  to.  ferve  part  of  their  tinte  in  their  own  perfons,  and  the  other 
part  by  fubftitutes,  when  they  coqld  ohtain  £bcm  i  whidi  condid(9ii» 
he  obfcrved,  would  prevent  perfons  from  being  impofed  upon,  ^  Ip 
.frice,  by  tbofe  willing  to  become  fubftitutes. 

Mr.  Alderman  LUSHINGTON  wi(hed  that  the  bill  fliould 
not  be  pafled  dll  tOHniorrow,  when  he  meant  to  propofe  adaufe  to 
exempt  PoAmafters  who  let  out  horfes  for  lure  fh>m  the  ^^ecatioii 
of  thie  till,  becaufe  they  paid  fo  heavy  taxes  already  iCo  iSe* 
verament. 

Mr.  Chancelfor  PITT  replied,  that  he  had  iio  obje6ltoii  «>  poft- 
pone  the  pafiing  of  the.bill,  but  he  was  by  no  means  dear  that  PoiU 
floaftors  (hould  be  eisempted  from  its  operadon,  confiderlcf  it  tote 
as  fair  that  it  (hould  fall  upon  thoTe  who  kept  'horfes  for  pto^»  as 
upon  tbofe  who  ke|it.horfes  for  convenience. 

A  -number  of  claufes  were  bmught  up  by  way  cf  riders  to  tbeU&i^ 
and  ihedebflte  upon  the  laft  wasadjoucned  till  ito-monrow^  tQ  give 
Mr«  JLuihingtDn  an  apfotxxaaitf  43£  pfepadng  liis  dlaufo. 

Xaiuniayf  ll^ib  December. 

The  bin  for  regulating  the  trade  to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hqp0 
was  read  a  third  time  and  pafled. 

GeneralTARI/ETON  faid,  that  as  it  was  underftood  that  the 
Tccefii  would  go  beyond  the  period  (irft  propoicd,  he  (houjd  move, 
that  a  motion  of  his  right  honourable  friend  (Mr.  Fox)^.wjiLch  was 
lixed  for  Monday  the  i^tfa  of  February,  (hoyld  be  alt^e4  to 
Monday -die  aotb- 


iaa  PARLIAMENTARY  [CoMMouai 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  he  (hould  avail  himfclf  of  this  op- 
portunity to  give  notice  to  the  Houfe,  that  in  confequcncc  of  the 
dccifivc  manner;  in  which  the  negotiation  in  which  His  Majcfty 
was  eng^g^d  had  terminated,  an  event  which  all,  no  doubt,  would 
lament,  he  believed  that  it  was  His  Majefty's  intention  upon  Mon- 
day to  fend  down  a  mcflage,  along  with  fome  very  important  com- 
.  munications,  upon  the  fubje^.     He  £ould  have  wi(hed  that  there 
had  been  a  fuller  attendance  than  could  now  be  expeded,  but  it 
was  impofliblei  from  the  nature  of  the  cafe,  that  any  earlier  intima- 
tion of  this  event  could  have  been  made.     As  it  would  be  impof- 
fible  for  the  Houfe  to  form  any  judgement  upon  the  intended  com- 
munication till  they  had  perufed  the  documents  with  which  it  was  to 
be  accompanied,  it  was  his  intention  that  they  (hould  be  printed, 
that  gentlemen  might  be  enabled  to  make  themfelves  acquainted 
with  the  fubje<^,  and  as  early  a  day  as  poflible  (hould  be  appointed 
for  taking  the  meffage  into  coniideration  ;  and  for  this  purpofe  he 
conceived  that  Thurfday  might  be  fixed.     Although  this  important 
occurrence  might  poftpone  for  a  few  days  the  intended  ^adjourn- 
ment, he  did  not  think  that  it  would  be  necelTary  to  give  it  up  al- 
together. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  faid,  that  he  lamented  the  manner  in  which 
:the  negotiation  had  terminated^  as  much  as  any  man.    He  was  fur- 
prifed,  however,  to  heir  from  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  that 
^ere  was  nothing  in  this  circumftance  to  prevent  the  intended  ad- 
journment.    He  could  not  take  it  entirely  for  granted,  that  in  this 
tranfaflion  no  blame  was  imputable  to  Minifters.     There  might  be 
.gentlemen  in  the  Houfe  who  would  conceive  it  their  duty  to  move 
.  for  jan  inquiry  into  caufes  by  which  the  failure  of  the  negotiation  was 
.  occafioncd.     He  therefore  could  not  think  it  right  for  Parliament  to 
adjourn,  as  if  no  fuch  event  had  taken  place.     In  the  prefent  thin 
attendance,  he  conceived,  that  it  would  be  proper  to  move  for  a  call 
bf  the  Houfe.     It  would  neither  be  fit  nor  decent  to  feparate,  as  if 
'     no  fuch  occurrence  had  happened.     He  wiibed  that  a  motion  (hould 
be  made  for  a  call  of  the  Houfe,  to  obtain  fuch  an  attendance  as  the 
magnitude  of  the  fubje6t  required. 

Mr.  Chancellor  .PITT  faid,  that  he  had  (lated,  merely  as  a 
matter  of  opinion,  founded  upon  an  acquaintance  with  circum- 
(binces,  of  which  other  gentlemen  were  not  in  po(re(rion,  that  there 
Was  nothing  to  prevent  the  intended  adjournment.  He  hoped  that 
gentlemen  would  fufpend  (heir  judgement,  and  abfbin  from  taking 
any  fieps,  till  the  fubjed  was  laid  before  then),  till  they  obtained 
'  ihdt  information  that  would  enable  them  to  judge  of  the  propticty  of 
any  particular  mode  of  ading  ^  then  they  might  propolb  fui:^  xnca- 
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Aires  as  they  conceived  ncceflary.  He  did  not  feel  that  it  was 
proper  to  fay  more  at  prcfent.  Gentlemen  would  decide  for  them->> 
felves,  when  they  had  it  in  their  power  to  examine  the  circum* 
fiances.  There  was  merely  a  notice,  and  in  itfelf  fomething  irre- 
gular, that  a  communication  would  be  made  ;  and  he  had  been  in- 
duced to  ftatc  fo  much,  from  a  wifti  to  give  gentlemen  as  early  in- 
formation as  poffible. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  faid,  that  it  was  merely  the  right  honourable 
gentleman's  opinion,  that  there  was  nothing  to  prevent  the  adjourn- 
ment ;  for  his  part,  he  conceived  that  there  muft  be  ftrong  reafons 
againft  fuch  a  meafure,  and  why  Parliament  (hould  not  feparate. 
He  ftill  was  of  opinion  that  a  call  of  the  Houfe  ought  to  take  place ; 
but  he  (hould  wave  any  motion  on  the  fubjeft  till  Monday. 

The  bill  for  prolonging  the  period  for  the  payment  of  the  in- 
fialments,  on  the  fums  advanced  to  the  merchants  of  Grenada, 
went  through  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe,  and  the  Houfe 
being  refumed,  the  report  was  ordered  to  be  received  on  Monday. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  faid,  that  in  confequence  of  what  he  had 
Jieard  from  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  he  (hould  forbear 
doing  any  thing  relative  to  the  call  of  the  Houfe  till  Thurfday. 

The  amended  Cavalry  Bill,  with  certain  claufes,  brought  up  by 
the  ClianccUor  of  the  Exchequer,  was  palTed. 

The  amended  County  Quota  Bill  was  read  a  third  time  and 
paiTed. 

Monday^    %bth  December. 

Mr.  W.  DUNDAS  prcfented  a  petition  from  Mr.  Alexander 
Morris,  ftating,  that  for  his  neglefling  to  obey  a  fummons  from 
the  Committee  to  try  the  merits  of  a  petition,  complaining  of  an 
undue  ele£iion  for  the  borough  of  Southwark,  he  had  been  for  a 
confiderable  time  confined  in  His  Majefty's  jail  of  Newgate,  by 
order  of  that  Houfe.  He  expreffed  his  contrition  for  the  offence  he 
had  committed  ;  and  after  reprefenting  that  the  expences  already 
incurred  by  him  in  this  affair  were  more  than  his  deranged  circum- 
fknces  could  afford,  he  prayed  for  fuch  relief  as  the  clemency  of  the 
Houfe  might  think  proper  to  exercife  in  his  behalf. 

Mr.  W.  Dundas  then  moved,  that  the  faid  Alexander  Morris 
fhould  be  called  to  the  bar  of  the  Houfe  to-morrow,  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  being  difchai^ged.  It  was,  he  tht)ught,  unnecef&ry  for  him 
to  take  up  the  time  of  the  Houfe  in  recommending  it  to  accede  to  his 
motion.  It  appeared  by  the  petition  juft  laid  on  the  table,  that 
Alexander  Morris  was  fenlible  of  his  error,  and  threw  himfelf  upon 
the  mercy  of  the  Houfe.     As  he  had  thus  confcfled  his  offence,  axul 
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fubmitted  to  the  Houfe,  he  thorefbre  hoped  the  Hottfe  would  confeni 
to  reftore  him  to  his  libinty. 

Mr.  GREY  (aid»  be  (houild  not  oppofe  the  motion.  He  trufted 
the  meafures  which  had  been  adopted  by  the  Houfe  with  refpetl  to 
Morris,  would  be  attended  with  a  proper  eficci  upon  others  on 
iimilar  occafions.  He  alluded  to  his  having,  on  a  former  night, 
moved  for  the  attendance  of  other  pcrfons  at  the  bar,  whom  he  had 
fiated  to  be  the  inftigators  of  Morris,  He,  however,  thought  that 
the  punilhoient  inflicted  on  Morris  would  fo  firongly  mark  the  de*> 
termination  of  the  Houfe  to  enforce  the  attendance,  of  witncQcs 
before  their  G>tnmict£es,  and  to  puni(h  thofe  who  rcfufed  to  attend, 
that  no  peribn  would  in  future  be  found  hardy  enough  to  repeat  the 
offence ;  for  this  reafon  he  confented  to  the  motion. 

The  queftion  was  then  put  and  carried,  and  the  Speaker  ordered 
to  liTue  his  warrant  accordingly. 

Mr.  Secretary  DUNDAS  delivered  a  meiTage  from  His  Ma- 
jefty,  of  which  the  Allowing  is  a  copy : 

GEORGE  R. 

It  is  with  ihf  utmofl  c§Hcem  that  His  Majcfly  acjuaints  the  Hov/i 
ffCmmons^  that  his  earnejt  endeavours  to  effect  the  rejiorathn  ef  peace 
have  been  unhappily  frujirated^  and  that  the  negotiation  in  which  he  mas 
esngajed  has  been  abruptly  broken  off^  by  the  peremptory  refufal  of  the 
French  Government  to  treat^^except  upon  a  bafts  evidently  inadmiffiUe 
^•^and  by  their  having  in  cmfequence  required  His  Majefiys  Plsnip9^ 
fentiaryto  quit  Paris  toifhin  fcrfy  eight  hours, 

**  His  Mujejly  hets  directed  the  feveral  memorials  and  papers  which 
have  been  exchanged  in  the  courfe  of  the  late  difeujion^  and  the  account 
tranfmitted  to  His  Majefiy  of  its  finai  refult,  to  be  laid  before  tkt 
Houfe. 

From  the  papers  His  Majefiy  trufis  it  will  be  proved  to  the  whoig 
worlds  that  his  conduct  has  been  guided  by  a  fincere  defire  to  effe3  tht 
refioration  of  peace — on  principles  fuited  to  the  relative  Jituatlon  rf  the 
Belligerent  pofvers-^and  effential  for  the  permanent  interefts  tf  his 
Ungdoms^  and  the  general  fecurity  of  Europe — whilfi  bis  enemies  heeve 
advanced  pretenjims  at  once  incorffifient  with  thofe  objects,  unfupperted 
even  on  the  grounds  ^n  which  they  were  profeffed  to  reft^  and  repugmmt 
loth  to  the  Jyftcm  eftabUJbtd  iy  repeated  treaties  ^  and  to  the  principle  and 
fra^ice  which  baue  hitherto  regulated  the  intercourfe  of  iadependsnt 
nations. 

In  this  Jituation  His  Majefty  has  the  coafolatiou  if  refieBing^  that 
the  continuance  of  the  calamities  ef^fjar  can  be  imputed  only  to  the  VM* 
jufi  and  ess^rUtwit  view  tf  his  tmtaiest  and  His  Mapefy,  kokisg 
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firwari^  wiib  anxhijf  ii  tht  mmaU  when  thgy  mof  he  Sfpefed  h 
ii£f  on  different  frtncifUsf  places,  in  the  mean  time,  thefuUeJi  relianci^ 
under  the  frotiOion  of  Providence^  en  the  wijdm  andfirmnefs  of  his 
JPariianlentf  en  the  tried  valour  of  bis  forces  byjea  and  land,  and  e9f  the 
zealt  puUic  fpirit,  and  re/ources  tf  his  kingdemy  for  vigorous  and  effeC'^ 
tualfupport,  in  the  profecution  of  a  conteft  which  it  does  not  depend  m 
His  Majejiy  to  terminatep  and  which  involves  in  it  the  fecurity  and 
permanent  interefis  ef  this  ceuntrj,  and  of  Europe. 

G.  R. 

Mr.  Secretary  DUNDAS  obfcrvcd,  that  when  the  Houfe  wa$ 
firft  informed  of  the  intention  of  His  Majcfty  to  fend  a  meflage  oo 
the  fubjeS  of  the  fiilure  of  the  negotiation  for  peace  with  France^ 
it  was  at  (tie  fame  time  intimated  that  certain  papers  and  documents 
neccffary  for  the  more  clear  elucidation  of  the  fubjcd,  (hould  be 
laid  before  the  Houfe  at  the  fame  time  the  meKTage  was  delivered* 
It  had,  however,  on  fanher  confideration,  been  thought  n\ore  propqr 
to  prefent  thofe  papers  to-morrow ;  they  would,  therefore,  be  laid 
before  the  Houfe  to-morrow,  and  he  had  no  doubt  would  fumifli 
fuch  information  as  would  enable  the  Houfe  to  form  a  decifive  cofw 
clufion  as  to  the  caufes  of  the  failure  of  the  negotiation.  He  then 
moved,  that  His  Majefty's  meflage  Ihould  be  taken  into  confidera* 
tion  on  Thurfday  next. 

Mr.  GREY  obfervedy  that  the  information  communicated  bjr 
His  Majefty's  meflfage,  was  of  a  nature  truly  ferious :  he,  however, 
did  not  mean  at  prefent  to  anticipate  the  difcuflion  of  an  event, 
which,  however,  individually,  he  might  have  been  led  to  expeft, 
was  certainly  an  event  unlooked  for,  and  unexpected  by  the  narion 
at  large :  thd  difcuflion  of  an  event  big  with  fuch  alarming  confe* 
quences,  he  could  entertain  no  dcfire  to  anticipate,  until  every  ne« 
ceflary  information  was  laid  before  the  Houfe ;  his  inducement  to 
rife  was,  the  right  honourable  Secretary's  having  propofed  to  take 
the  meflage  into  confideration  fo  early  as  Thurfday.  .  Mr.  Grey 
faid,  he  wiflied  to  fuggefi,  whether  as  the  communication  had  been 
made  at  a  time  when  it  was  fo  little  expeded,  and  whea  fo  many 
Members  were  abfent,  it  would  not  be  more  prudent  to  allow  fome 
farther  time  before  it  was  taken  ihto  confideration,  than  merely 
until  Thurfday  next*  He  felt  indubitably,  that  every  Member  of 
Parliament  ought  at  all  timet  to  be  attending  to  his  duty,  but  the 
neceflity  of  relaxation,  particularly  at  this  feafon  of  the  year,  had 
called  a  number  of  gentlemen  into  the  country,  who  would  certainly 
not  have  abfented^themfelves^  had  they  not  conceived,  that  the 
afpeA  of  affiuis  relative  tp  the  negotiation  by  no  means  threatened 
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the  melancholy  news  juft  announced.  .  He  therefore  hoped  that 
His  Majefty's  Miniftcrs  would  be  induced  to.  grant  /omc  farther 
delay  before  the  difcuflion  took  place.  He  admitted  that  fuch  a 
delay  as  could  be  granted  at  this  time,  would  hardly  produce  any 
very  great  attendance,  and  he  therefore  wifhed  the  matter  to  be  ad- 
journed till  a  full  attendance  of  all  the  Members  could  be  obtained ; 
but  if  that  could  not  be  acceded  to,  even  the  delay  of  a  few  days 
would  be  the  means  of  having  a  fuller  attendance  than  could  pofTibly 
be  expected  at  fo  (hort  a  period  as  Thurfday.  It  appeared  to  him, 
tfiat  to  poftpone  the  difcufTion  till  Monday  vf^ould  be  attended  with 
no  material  impediment,  and  he  trufled  would  not  appear  any  ways 
iJifrefpcdtful  towards  His  M;!Jefty.  With  rcfpe6l  to  the  papers, 
which  were  to  have  accompanied  the  mcflagc,  not  being  produced 
till  to-morrow,  Mr.  Grey  faid,  if  th«y  had  been  produced,  he 
Ihould  have  wifhed  that  they  might  have  been  read  by  the  Clerk,  in 
order  that  the  Houfe  might  have  been  in  poffeffion  of  fuch  infor- 
mation as  they  contained.  He  conceived,  that  on  a  fubjed,  in  his 
opinion  as  important  as  any  which  has  occurred  in  the  period  of  our 
hiftory,  it  was  his  duty  to  require  a  (hort  delay :  conddering  the 
melancholy  fituation  to  which  the  country  was  already  reduced,  and 
confidering  the  circumftance  of  the  countf}^'s  being  ftill  menaced 
with  continuation  of  the  calamities  of  war,  he  (hould^put  it  to  the 
candour  of  His  Majefty's  Miniftcrs^  whether  they  ought  to  ofcyefi 
to  the  amendment  he  (hould  offer  to  the  Houfe  upon  the  right  lio* 
nourable  Secretary's  motion.  His  amendment  was,  that  Monday 
Bext  be  fubftituted  for  Thurfday  next. 

The  amendment  being  put, 

Mr.  Secretary  DUNDAS  faid,  it  was  impofTible  for  him  to 
concur  in  the  propofed  amendment.  He  agreed  that  there  (hould 
be  a  relaxation  from  the  duties  of  thaf  Houfe ;  but  the  fame  rcafon 
which  would  induce  the  Houfe  to  grant  that  relaxation,  muft  lead 
them  to  wi(h  that  gentlemen  (hould  not  be  unncccfTarily  detained. 
But  he  (hould  put  that  confideration  out  of  view  upon  the  prefent 
occafion,  becaufe  points  more  prcflTing  were  now  before  the  Houfe; 
it  was  very  fcldom,  indeed,  that  a  meffage  from  HisMajefly  had 
been  delayed  in  its  confideration  more  than  a  day ;  it  was  ufual  to 
give  it  precedence  of  all  other  bufinefs,  and  to  confider  it  the  next 
day.  Since  fuch  was  the  pradice,  he  was  confident  the  Houfe 
would  not  delay  this  matter  for  a  fingle  hour  more  than  was  indif- 
penfably  neceffary. 

The  honourable  gentleman  faid,  he  wifhed  to  hear  the  papers 
referred  to  read  at  the  table  of  the  Houfe  to-night ;  he  owned  he 
thought,  that  if  the  papers  hgd  been  brought  to  the  Houfe  before 
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they  were  printedi  and  read,  as  the  honourable  gentleman  vfiibcd, 
that  circumfiances  would  have  retarded  the  defired  information ; 
becaule  it  would  have  retarded  the  printing  ;  whereas  by  the  voodc 
which  MiniAers  had  adopted,  the  papers  would  be  put  into  the 
hands  of  the  Members  to-morrow.     It  did  not  occur  to  him  that 
there  was  any  neccflity  for  the  prcfcnt  amendment ;  the  confidera- 
tion  of  the  whole  mcffage  might  ftand  for  Thurfday.     If  the  ho- 
nourable gentleman,  after  perufing  all  the  papers,  ihould  be  of 
opinion  on  Thurfday,  that  farther  time  was  neccflary  to  confider 
he  mcffage,  he  might  propofe  merely  to  thank  His  Majefty  for  his 
racious  communication,  and  move  to  defer  the  confideration  of  it 
to  any  future  day  to  which  the  Houfe  would  aflent,  if  it  thought 
itfclf  imperfedtly  informed  upon  the  matter ;  for  his  own  part^  he 
was  of  opinion  that  the  information  contained  in  the  papers,  would 
appear  (b  clear  and  fo  fatisfa<5lory,  that  the  Houfe  would  not  con- 
fidcr  any  delay  ncceffary.     But  whatever  the  decifion  of  the  Houfe 
(hould  ultimately  be  with  refpcA  to  the  conduft  His  Majefty's  Mi- 
ni (Icrs  had  purfued^he  wiflied  the  decifion  to  be  given  without  hefi- 
tation,  without  paufe.     He  was  confident  the  refult  would  prove  ta 
the  Houfe^  and  to  all  Europe,  that  the  ill  fucccfs  of  tlie  negotiation 
was  attributable  only  to  the  condu£l  of  our  enemies. 

Mr.  WHITBREAD  concurred  with  Mr.  Grey  in  the  propriety 
of  delaying  the  difcuflion  of  the  fubjed.  He  was  of  opinion  the 
thanks  of  the  Houfe  might  be  voted,  and  time  taken  to  confider 
the  fubjefl  in  general.  He  differed  from  the  right  honourable  Se- 
cretary as  to  the  propriety  of  coming  to  a  decifion  without  paufe  or 
hefitation ;  he  thought  it  was  highly  improper,  when  fo  many  Menw 
bcrs  were  in  the  country,  to  come  to  a  decifion  on  a  fubjedl,  the 
mod  important  that  could  occupy  the  attention  of  the  Commons  of 
Great  Britain.  He,  therefore,  recommended  to  the  Houfe  to  agree 
-^  to  the  amendment.' 

Mr.  GREY  faid,  he  did  not  wi(h  to  put  any  unneceflfary  diffi. 
culty  in  the  way  as  to  exprefling  the  ths^jiks  of  the  Houfe  to -Hit 
Majefty.  If  it  were  convenient,  inftead  of  waiting  till  Thurfday, 
lie  had  no  objeflion  to  the  Houfe  voting  thanks  to  His  Majefty  inv- 
.  mediately.  He  underftood  that  Ijis  Majefty's  meiTage  referred  to 
certain  papers,  from  which  the  Houfe  was  to  form  an  opinion  re- 
lative to  the  fubjcd  of  the  negotiation,  and  was  to  be  called  on 
Thurfday  next  to  deliver  that  opinion,  although  the  papers  weie 
not  to  be  laid  before  the  Houfe  till  to-morrow.  It  was  on  diat  point 
he  ftatcd  the  neceflity  of  fomc  delay,  and  not  with  regard  to  the  pro- 
priety of  delaying  the  vote  of  thanks  to  His  Majefty.  He  agreed 
with  the  right  honourable.  Secretary,  that  when  the  Houfe  was  tQ 
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come  to  a  dedfion  upon  art  important  fubjeA,  difpatch,  rcTolution^ 
«nd  determination,  were  good  things ;  but  he,  at  the  fiime  time, 
ihought  that,  with  regard  to  a  meafute  on  which  the  lives  of  fo 
many  millions  and  fo  much  treafure  depended,  caudon  and  deli- 
hcntt  difcuffion  were  much  more  material. 

Mr.  NICHOLLS  faw  no  reafon  why  the  amendment  (hould 
tnt  be  adopted,  nor  did  he  fee  any  thing  that  could  be  more  re* 
Ijl^Aful  to  his  Majefty  than  deliberation. 

The  queftion  was  then  put,  and  the  arhendment  was  ncgadved> 
^md  the  original  motion  put  and  carried. 

Thuffday,  2*]thDeci7rther. 

The  order  of  the  day  for  Alexander  Morri»4D  be  broii^ht  to 
.the  bar,  inxorder  to  be  difchaigedt  \xkvg  aupved,  be  was  oidered  to 
be  brought  to  the  bar* 

•     Alexander  Morris  being  aococdiii^  bioi^t  to  tfie  bar,  the 
Speaker  addrefled  him  as  follows : 

'*  Alexander  Morris^ 

**  You  arc  now  brought  to  the  bar  of  this  Hbufe,  by  virtue  of 
*<  an  order  made  in  confequence  of  your  petition,  exprefling  your 
**  contrition  for  the  offence  of  whidi  you  have  been  guilty :  an 
^*  offence  involving  in  it^a  breach  of  the  privileges  of  this  Houfe, 
^*  and  aggravated  by  the  oonfideration  that  it  tended  to  obftruS 
'^  and  embarrafs  the  proceedings,  and  to  defeat  the  purpofes  of  pub* 
^*  lie  juftice.    The  meafures  which  a  juft  regard  for  their  own  dig- 
^  nity  has  induced  the  Houfe  to  adopt  upon  the  prefcnt  occa^on, 
*^*  cannot  fail  to  have  convinced  you  and  others,  if  others  dicre 
^*  are  to  whom  fuch  an  admonition  could  be  wanting,  that  this 
^  Houfe  is  poiTeOed  of  ample  and  efle<^ual  means  of  enforcing 
**  obedience  to  its  orders,  or  of  punifhing  thofe  who  may  prdbmp- 
*^'  tuouily  endeavour  to  elude  or  to  refift  them.     Having,  in  the 
^*  punishment  which  has  been  already  inflidted  upon  you  by  the 
'*^  juftice  of  the  Houfe,  felt  the  weight  of  that  authority,  whidi 
-**  yoii  rafhly  ventured  to  difregard,  you  arc  now  to  experience  Acir 
'**  lenity  in  the  cfFedl  which  they  have  been  pleafed  to  give  to  your 
^^  petition,  ,by  their  determination  that  your  punifhment  fiioutd 
'*<  ceafe.     It  is,  therefore,  my  duty,  in  obedience  to  the  commands 
*'^  of  the  Houfe,  to  communicate  to  you  their  refolution,  that  you 
^<  Ise  difcharged  out  of  cuftody,  and  you  are  difchaiged,  payirg 
-««  your  fees." 

The  bufinefs  relative  to  Morris  being  fihiflied, 

'Mr.  Canning  brought  up  the  declaration  of  His  Majefly,  dated 
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Wcftminftcr,  Sept.  27,  1796*,  which  upon  the  molion  of  Mr. 
Grey  was  read  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  CANNING  faid,  that  with  the  utmoft  diligence  which 
could  be  employed  it  had  been  (bund  impoflible  to  have  the  papers 
conne(9cd  with  His  Majefty's  meffage  ready  to  be  laid  before  the 
Houfc  till  to-nrtorrow  ;  he  therefore  rofe  to  move  that  the  order  for 
taking  His  Majefty's  meflage  into  confidcration  on  Thurfday^, 
fhoald  be  read,  in  order  to  its  being  difcharg^d  and  renewed  for 
Friday.  ^ 

Mr.  GREY  faid,  that  he  had  repeatedly  urged  the  requeft  for 
fomc  interval  of  dfelay,  in  order  that  the  Houfe  fliould  have  an  op- 
portunity of  coming  to  a  decifion  upon  a  matter  of  fo  much  impor- 
tance, after  the  moft  mature  deliberation.  'After  the  confident 
manner  in  which  it  had  yefterday,  and  on  a  previous  occafion,  been 
ftated,  that  the  papers  neceffary  to  enable  gentlemen  to  form  their 
judgement  would  be  ready  for  delivery  this,  day,  the  Houfe  might ' 
now  entertain  fome  doubt  whether  they  would  be  laid  upon  the  - 
table  in  time  to  allow  them  to  prepare  for  the  difcuflion.  The  ho- 
nourable gentleman  had  Aated,  that  the  utmoft  diligence  had  beeir 
irfcd  to  have  thcfc  papers  ready  to  be  laid  before  the  Houfe,  but 
though  he  did  not  mean  to  call  in  queftion  what  the  honourable 
gentleman  perfonally  aflerted,  the  declaration  in  his  hand  induced 
him  to  think  that  they  miglit  have  been  ready  to  be  laid  before 
die  Houfe  fooher.  The  declaration  referred  to  the  papers  which 
were  expcfled,  and  muft  have  been  compofed  from  the  materials 
they  afforded,  and  it  had  been  printed  this  morning  ;  he  therefore 
could  not  help  thinking  {hat  they  might  have  been  printed  alfo. 

In  the  declaration  the  fteps  which  had  been  taken  in  conjunc-J 
tion  with  the  Emperor  wete  referred  to,  and  he  begged  leave  to 
a(k  the  honourable  gentleman  a  queilion  at  once  for  information, 
and  to  deinonftrate  how  neceffary  it  was  to  have  the  papers,  and 
to  refleft  upon  them  maturely  before  they  were  made  the  foundation 
df  any  opinion.  He  would  aflc,  therefore,  Whetlier  there  was  any 
communication  to  be  made  of  documents  to  prove  the  circumihmce 
of  the  meafures  which  had  been  taken  in  co-operation  with  the 
Emperor,  a  matter  of  which  at  prefent  he  profefled  himfelf  utterly 
^norant  ?  It  might  be  neceffary  therefore  to  have  more  informa- 
tion than  it  was  intended  to  communicate  to  the  Houfe.  Till 
tbey  had  the  documents  upon  which  it  was  founded,  and  to  which 
it  referred,  it  was  impgffible  for  the  Houfe  to  come  to  any  refolution 
tipon  the  declaration.  He  infixed  that  there  ought  to  be  fomc 
gKater  delay  allowed  than  was  at  prefent  propofed.  He  did  not 
wtib  that  the  Houfe  (hould  delay  to  tcftify  their  refpcft  for  His  Ma 
Vol.  I.  .      3Y 


530  PARLIAMENTARY  .  [Commoni. 

jeflfy  and  they  might  therefore  thank  hUn  for  bis  mod  graciaus  eoii!« 
municatiun  ;  but  when  th^y.  wer^  called  to  pronounce  a  decifion 
'which  involved  the  lives ; and  the  bappinefs  of  their  feUoiv  fubje&y 
it  was  decent  and  proper  to  require  time  for  deliberation.  He 
would  renew  the  amendment  be  had  propofcd  ycfterdsiy.  Thou^ 
there  might  be  many  gentlemen  dcHrous  of  being  prefent  upon  fo 
important  an  occalion,  and  whom  the  (hortncfs  of  tbi;  period 
allowed  would  difappoint,  he  .only  iiiked  for  two  nK)rt.daySy  and 
therefore  he  did  not  mean  to  move  for  a  later  day  than  Monday, 
and  when  the  lives,  the  intereft  and  the  happinefs  of  fh*  people  of 
this  country  were  concerned  in  the  determination  they  were  to  pro- 
nounce, he  hoped  the  Houfe  would  not  refM*c  to  grant  fo  (hort  an 
interval. fcr  reflc6lion.* 

Mr.  CANNING  faid  as  \ic  had  fome  (hare  in  the  mcchjinicai 
part  of  the  arrangement  and  preparation  of  the  papers  which  were 
to  be  produced,  it  wouk)  be  improper  for  hiip  to  lay  any  thing 
more  with  regard  to  the  diligence  which  had  been  en>pIoyed  ;  die 
papers  would  fpeak  for  themfelves.  But  he  would  appeal  to  dit 
candour,  of  gentlemen,  whether  thofc  who  had  thi?  management 
might  not,  upon  a  firft  view,  have  been  mlHaken  io  their  eflimatc 
of  the  time  that  would  be  neceflary.  Ir  had  been  fuppofed  that 
they  could  have  been  prepared  in  time  to  be  laid  before  the  Hoi^ 
to-day,  and  he  was  not  furebut  they  might  be  ready  in  an  hour,  yet 
it  would  not  hnve  been  refped^ful  to  the  Houfe  to  Imve  kept  them 
upon  this  fuppofition,  and  it  was,  therefore,  thought  proper  to  po(t- 
.pone  the  confideration  of  the  meffage  till  Friday,  to  allow  the  fame 
time  for  rcfleftion  and  deliberation.  With  regard  to  the  contents 
of  the  papers  he  could  make  no  anfwer.  Had  the  right  honoursAsle 
Secretary  of  State  and  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  both  of  wlnom 
were  confined  by  indifpofition,  been  prefent,  they  might  have  been 
able  to  anfwer  the  right  honourable  gentleman's  queftior\s.  If,  how- 
ever, when  the  papers  were  laid  before  the  Houfe9  they  appeared 
to  be  inc<unpctent  to  enable  gentlemen  to  form  an  opinion,  they 
might  then  have  an  opportunity  of  moving  for  fuch  other  documents 
as  might  be  deemed  proper. .  As  thofe  higher  in  office,  and  better 
qualified  to  give  the  Houfe  any  information  upon  the  fubjed,  were 
absent,  be  would  afk  the  honourable  gentleman,  with. that  candour 
-which  was  ufually  pra^ifed  by  one  gentleman  to  another,  to  defer 
any  motion  till  he  faw  the  papers,  when  he  might  have  an  opportu* 
nity  to  move  for  whatever  he  judged  neceflary. 

The  MASTER  of  the  ROLLS  faid^that  there  was  tiM^  fame 
reafon  to-day  for  fixing  the  confideration  of  Hi$  Majefty's  mei&g^ 
for  Friday,  as  yefterday  there  was  for  fixing  it  for  Thwriday,. and 
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the  fame  period  would  be  allowed  for  g^ntkmen  to  make  up  their 
minds. 

Sir  W.  GEARY  thought  that  there  ought  to  be  fome  time  al- 
lowed for  deliberation  before  the  Houfe  pronounced  a  decifion  which 
was  either  to  raife  this  country  to  the  higheft  rank  in  the  fcalc  of 
Europe^  or  plunge  it  into  the  lowed  ftate  of  misfortune.  He  hOped, 
therefore,  that  the  Houfe  would  for  this  purpofe  defer  the  confidcr- 
ation  of  the  meffage  till  Monday. 

General  TARLETX3N  contended  that  fome  additional  delay 
ought  to  be  allowed,  as  it  would  be  impoflible  for  the  Houfe  to  bt 
fufBciently  ripe  for  difcuffion,  and  for  pronouncing  their  opiniim 
upon  fo  important  a  point  in  the  time  that  was  propofed. 

Lord  HAWKESBURY  faid  he  was  furprized  at  the  manner 
in  which  the  honourable  gentleman  oppofite  had  argued.  The  ufual 
mode  was  to  take  the  King's  melTage  into  confideration  upon  the 
day  after  it  was  brought  down,  and  here  feveral  days  were  giveni 
that  the  opinions  of  gentlemen  might  be  properly  formed.  The 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  faid,  when  the  buiinefe  was  firft 
iotimated  to  the  Ploufe^  that  the  papers  woukl  be  fufficient  to  bear 
out  any  motion  of  which  they  might  form  the  foundation,  and  this 
had  been  confirmed  by  what  had  yefterday  fallen  from  the  right 
honourable  Secretary  of  State.  This  he  confidered  at  prefent  as 
all  that  was  neceffary.  If  the  papers  were  inadequate,  a  motion 
might  be  made  for  the  produiSlion  of  any  others  that  might  be 
thought  requifite. 

Mr.  GREY  faid,  that  he  would  not  take  advantage  of  the  ab* 
fence  of  the  right  honourable  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  and 
.Secretary  of  State,  to  prefs  the  matter  any  ^rther,  and  he  lamented 
the  caufe  to  which  their  abfeoce  was  owing.  At  the  iame  time 
he  was  not  convinced  that  he  was  wroog  in  the  requeft  which  he 
had  uigpd.  Without  meaning  to  call  upon  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  to  dilclofe  what  officially  he  ought  to  conceal,  he  wi(hed 
to  know  whether  there  were  any  papers  relative  to  the  ftcps  taken 
In  conjun6lion  with  the  Emperor  of  Germany  ?  With  refpe£t  lo 
tbe  afoal  pra^Koe  of  talking  a  mcffage  into  confideration  rtie  day 
after  it  was  received,  here  the  Houfe  were  required  to  deliver  an 
opinion,  founded  upon  papers  which  they  had  not  an  opportunit)r 
'jptr<3ipeii)f  to  confidcv* 

The  ofder  for  taking  His  Majefty*s  meflage  into  confideratioti 
on  ThurfHay  was  then  difchaiged,  and  ordered  to  be  taken  into 
confideration  on  Friday. 

3  Y  a 
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Wednejdajy  2%tb,De€€nilir. 

Mr.  WHITBREAD  faid,  that  he  had  given  notice  of  a  motion 
concerning  the  pradice  of  treating  at  eledions,  grounded  on  the 
proceedings  which  had  taken  place  at  the  cledlion  for  the  Borough 
•  of  SoiKhwark  ;  but  in  confequcncc  of  the  dccifion  of  the  fecond 
Committee  which  tried  the  merits  of  that  elediion,  which  muft  give 
fatisfaflion  to  every  perfon — he  did  not  wifh  to  make  any  motion 
that  could  prefs  with  feverity  upon  the  gentleman  againft  whom 
that  decifion  had  gone.  He  thought  proper,  however,  at  that 
time,  to  give  notice  that  he  fhould,  (hortly  after  the  recefs,  make  a 
motion  relative  to  the  a6t  he  had  mentioned. 

Mr.  CANNING  brought  up  the  papers  and  documents  relative 
to  the  negotiation  between  Lord  Malmfbuiy  and  the  Executive  Di- 
rt&oxj  of  France  ;  which  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  GREY  obfcrvcd,  that  in  looking  over  thefe  papers  he  per- 
ceived that  one  was  not  among  them,  which  was  as  material  as 
any  of  the  others  ;  namely,  the  inftrudlions  that  had  been  given 
to  Lord  Malmibury. 

Mr.  CANNING  could  give  no  other  anfwcr  than  fliat  if  the 
papers  on  the  table  did  not  contain  fufficient  information,  gentlemen 
might  move  for  any  others  they  (hould  think  neceflary,  on  Fri- 
day next. 

Tfje  followHJg  are  authentic  Topies  of  all  the  papers  relative  to  the  ne- 
gotiatien  laid  on  the  table  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons ^  and  printed 
for  the  ufe  of  the  Members  : 

No.  I.  NoU  tratifmittid  to  M. Eartbilemi  hj  Mr.  Wickbam,  March  8,  1796. 

THE  undcrfigncd.  His  Brhannic  Majefty's  Minifter  Plenipotentiary  to 
the  Swifs  Cantons,  it  authorized  to  convey  to  Moniiear  Batthdemi  the 
deiire  of  his  Court  to  be  made  acquainted,  throngh  himi  with  the  difpo- 
fitions  of  France  in  regard  to  the  objc^  of  a  general  pacification ;  be 
therefore  rcquefti  Monficur  Barthclemi  to  tranfmit  to  nim  in  writing 
(after  having  made  the  necelTary  inquires)  his  anfwer  to  the  following 
queftions : 

1.  Ifi  there  the  difpofuion  in  France  to  open  a  negotiation  with  Hit 
Majefty  and  his  allies  for  the  Fe-cftablifhment  of  a  general  peace  upon  jsft 
and  fuitable  terms,  by  fendine,  for  that  purpofc,  minifters  to  a  congrefi 
at  fuch  place  as  may  hereafter  be  agreed  upon  ? 

2.  Would  there  be  the  diipofition  to  communicirile  to  the  anderfigned 
the  general  grounds  of  a  pacification » fuch  as  France  would  be  willing  to 
propofc,  in  order  that  His  Majefly  and  his  allies  might  thereupon  examine 
in  concert  whether  they  are  fuch  as  might  ferve  as  the  foundation  of  a  ne- 
gotiation for  peace  f 

{     V         3.  Or  would  there  be  a  defire  to  propofe  any  other  way  whatever  fo( 
arriving  at  the  iame  end»  that  of  a  general  pacificatioa  ? 
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The  atiderfigned  is  authorized  to  receive  from  Monfiear  Barthekml 
^e  anfwer  to  thefe  qaeftions,  and  to  tranfroit  it  to  hii  Court;  but  he  is 
not  authorized  to  enter  with  him  into  negotiation  or  difcuHion  upon  thdb 
fubje^. 

Berne,  March  8,  1796.  (Signed)         W.  WICKHAM* 

No,  II.    ]Vb/^  tranfmitted  to  Mr.  Wichbam  bj  M*  Barthelemi,  March  26, 

1796. 

THE  undcrfigncd,  Ambaflador  of  the  French  Republic  to  the  Helvetic 
Body,  has  tranfmitted  to  the  Executive  Diredory  the  not^  which  Mr. 
Wickham,'His  firtunnic  Majefty's  Minifter  Plenipotentiary  to  the  Swi6 
Cantons,  was  pleafed  to  convey  to  him,  dated  the  8th  of  March*  He  has 
it  in  command  to  anfwer  ic  by  an  expofition  of  the  fentiments  and  difpofi- 
tions  of  the  Executive  Dire^ory.  1 

The  Dire^ory  ardently  deiires  to  procure  for  the  French- Republic  a 
jajft,  honourable,  and  folid  peace.  The  ftep  tak^  by  Mr.  Wickham 
would  have  afforded  to  the  DireAory  a  real  fatisfa^on,  if  the  declaration 
itfelf,  which  that  Minifter  makes,  of  his  not  having  any  order,  any  {X>wer 
to  negotiate,  did  not  give  room  to  doubt  of  the  £ncerity  •f  the  pacific 
intentions  of  his  Court.  In  fadi,  if  it  was  true,  that  Englaad  began  to 
know '  her  real  interefts ;  that  (he  wifhed  to  open  again  for  herfelf  the 
ibnrces  of  abundance  and  profperity ;  if  (he  fought  for  peace  with  good 
£iith ;  would  ihe  propofe  a  congrefs,  of  which  the  neceflary  refult  muft 
be,'to  render  all  negotiation  endlefs  ?  Or  would  (he  confine  herfelf  to  the 
aiking,  in  a  vague  manner,  that  the  French  Government  ihould  point  out 
..any  other  way  whatever  for  attaining  the  fanie  objed^,  that  of  a  general 
pacification  ? 

Is  it  that  this  ftep  has  had  no  other  objed  than  to  obtain  for  the  Briiifh 
Government  the  favourable  imprefiion  which  always  accompanies  the  firlt 
overtures  for  peace  ?  May  it  not  have  been  accompanied  with  the  hope 
that  they  would  produce  no  efiedl  ? 

However  that  may  be,  the  Executive  Direftory,  whofe  policy  has  no 
other  guides  than  opennefs  and  good  faith,  will  follow,  in  its  explanations, 
a  conduft  which  IhaU  be  wholly  conformable  to  them.  Yielding  to  the 
ardent  dcfire  by  which  it  is  animated  to  procure  peace  for  the  French  Re- 
public, and  for  all  nations,  it  will  not  fear  to  declare  itfdf  open!y« 
Charged  by  the  Conftitution  with  the  execution  of  the  laws,  it  cannot 
make  or  liften  to  any  propofal  that  would  be  contrary  to  them.  The  con- 
ftitutional  a^  does  not  permit  it  to  confent  to  any  alienation  of  that« 
which,  according  to  the  exifting  laws,  conflitutes  the  territory  of  the 
Republic. 

with  refpeft  to  the  countries  occupied  by  the  French  armies,  and 
which  have  not  been  united  to  France,  they,  as  well  as  other  interefts« 
political  and  commercial,  may  become  the  fubje£l  of  a  negotiation^  which 
win  preient  to  the  Dire^ory  the  means  of  proving  how  much  it  defires 
to  attain  fpeedily  to  a  happy  pacification. 

The  Dircftory  is  ready  to  receive,  in  this  refpeft,  any  overtures  that 
fhall  be  juft»  reafonable^  and  compatible  with  the  dignity  of  the  Re- 
.publib.' 

(Signed)         BARTHELEML 
BaJU,  ihe  ^tb  of  Qirminaly   the  ^b 
jfear  of  ihe  French  Republic t  (iSii 

of  march t  1 796.) 


\ 
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Ho.m.    Ntti. 

THE  Conrt  of  London  has  reccircd  from  its  Minifter  in  Switzfrfand 
the  anfwer  madt  to  the  queftions  which  he  had  been  chaT]|ed  tO  addrefs  to 
MoDfieur  fianhelemi,  in  refpcdl  to  the  opening  of  a  negotiation  for  the  re- 
cftabliflimcnt  of  general  tranquillity. 

This  Court  has  fcen  with  regret  how  far  the  tone  and  fpirit  o£  that 
anfwer,  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  demands  which  it  contains^  and 
the  manner  of  announcing  them,  are  remote  from  any  difpoiition  of 
peace. 

The  inadraiffibie  pretenfion  is  there  avowed,  of  appropriating  to  France 
an  that  the  laws  adually  exifting  there  may  have  comprized  under  the 
denomination  of  Frrnch  territory.  To  a  demand  fuch  as  this  is  added  an 
cxpnfs  declaration,  that  no  propofal  contrary  to  it  will  be  made,  or  even 
liftened  to ;  and  this,  under  the  pretence  of  an  internal  regulation,  the  pio- 
viiions  of  which  are  wholly  foreign  to  all  other  nations. 

While  thefedifpofitions  iball  &  perfiited  in,  nothbg  is  left  for  the  King 
but  to  profecQtc  a  war  equally  juft  and  neceiTary. 

Whenever  his  enemies  ihaU  manifeft  more  pacific  fcntiments.  His  Ma- 
jeily  will  at  all  times  be  eager  to  concur  in  them,  by  lending  hirafelf,  in 
conccn  with  his  allies,  to  all  fuch  meafures  as  (hall  be  beft  calculated  id 
re-eftablifii  general  tranquillity,  on  conditions  juft,  honourable,  and  per- 
znanent,  either  by  theeftablifhment  of  a  congre(s,  which  has  been  fo  okca 
and  fo  happily  the  means  of  reftoring  peace  to  Europe ;  or  by  a  prelimi- 
nary difcuffion  of  the  principles  which  may  be  propofed  on  eidier  fide,  as 
a  foundation  of  a  general  pacification  ;  or,  laflly,  by  any  iinpartial  exami- 
nation  of  any  other  way  wltich  may  be  pointed  out  to  him  ror  arriving  tf 
the  fame  falurary  end. 

tkfWHiftg-fireit,  Afril  lo,  1796. 

No.  X. 

Sir,  Dywrnttg-ftreet,  September  (>^   '79^* 

IN  obedience  to  the  orders  of  the  King  my  mailer,  I  have  the  honour 
to  tranfmit  to  you  the  inclofed  note,  and  to  requeft  of  you  that  you  will 
forward  it  to  his  Danifh  Majefty's  Minider  at  Paris,  to  be  by  him  comms* 
nicated  to  the  Executive  Dircftory. 

Ilie  fcntiments  of  your  Court  are  too  well  known  to  the  King  to  admit 
of  His  Majedy 's  entertaining  any  doubt  of  the  fatisfaflion  with  which  his 
Danifh  Majefly  will  fee  the  intervention  of  his  Miuifters  employed  on 
fuch  an  occafion,  or  of  theearneftnefs  with  which  you.  Sir,  will  coneur  ia 
a  meafure  that  has  for  its  obje^  the  re-e(labli(hment  of  peace* 

I  have  the  honour  to  be. 

With  the  moft  perfcd  confideration» 
Sir, 
Your  moll  humble^and  moft  obedient  fervant,, 
To  the  Count  Ifedtl  Jarljherg,  tfr.  GREN  VJLLE,. 

No,  2.     l^ote. 

HIS  Bri'annic  Majcfty,  animated  with  the  fame  defirc,  which  he  ha 
already  manifefted,  to  terminate  by  julb,  honourable,  and  permanent  con- 
ditions of  peace,  a  war  which  hat  extended  itfelf  throaghoat  all  parts  of 
the  world,  is  willing  to  omit  nothing  on  his  part  ^hich  may  contribute 
to  this  objeA.  :  .    .   r 

It  is  with  this  view  that  he  has  thought  it  proper  to  avail  him&lf  of 
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the  confidsntial  intefveuftion  of  the  Miniftcn  of  a  neatral  power»  to  de^ 
isand  of  the  £xecttdve  Diiefbrj  pafiports  for  a  ptribn  of  confidence 
vi^om  His  Majeftjr  would  fend  to  Furis  mth  a  commilion  todifcufs,  with 
the  GoTcrnment  there»  all  the  meane  the  noft  proper  to  produce  fo  dofi- 
rabke  4m  end. 

And  His  Majefty  h  perfuaded  that  he  (hail  i>roeive;*>vitbout  dday, 
through  die  fame  channel,  a  fatkfedory  apfwer  10  thic  demand,  which 
cannot  fail  to  place  in  a  flill  clearer  light  the  juft  and  pacific  difpofitiona 
which  he  entertains  in  comoMin  wicb  his  alliet. 

mjimviPer,  Stfi.  i6,  1796.  G  RENVILLE. 

No,  3. 
•   Mr  LoiD, 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  inform  your  Excellency,  that  the  .note  ad« 
dreiTcd  to  the  Executive  Direftory  of  France,  in  date  of  the  6ih  of  the 
prefent  month,  was  tranfmitted  by  Mr.  Koencmann,  charge  d'affaires  of 
hit  Danifli  Majedy,  to  M.  Delacroix,  niioifter  for  foreign  aitairsat  Paris, 
who  promifed  that  an  anfwer  ihould  be  rtturned  to  it  after  it  has  heea 
fubmitted  to  the  confideiation  of  the  Government.  Three  days  having 
clapfed  in  expedition  of  this  anfwer,  Mr.  Koencmann  went  a  iecoad 
time  to  the  MiniAer  above  mentioned,  who  gave  him  to  undcrftand,  that 
the  Executive  Diredory  had  not  permitted  him  to  return  an  anfwer  in 
writing,  but  that  he  was  directed  to  exprels  himfelf  verbally  to  this 
e&a: 

"  lliat  the  Executive  Dircftory  of  the  French  Republic  would  not  for 
'*  the  future  receive  or  anfwer  any  overtures  or  confidentinl  papers  tranf- 
"  mitted  through  any  intermediate  channel  from  t'be  enemies  of  the  Re- 
"  public ;  but  that  if  they  would  fend  j^erfons  furnidicd  with  full  powrrs 
"  and  official  papers,  thefc  might,  upon  the  frontiicrs,  demand  the  .paiL 
••  ports  necelTary  for  proceeding  to  Faiis." 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  the  mod  perfcd)  refpc£t. 

My  Lord, 
Your  Excelkncy'fl.nwft  humble. 

And  rood  olxrdient  fcrvant, 
Lwdim,  Sfpu  aj,  1796.    (Signed)     Corate  de  WEDEL  J ARL6-BERG. 

No.  4. 
Sir,  Ptfnr/,  Sept,  19,  1 796. 

I  WAS  indif|f)ofcd  at  my  country  houfe  when  your  Excellency's  cou- 
rier brought  me  the  letters,  which  yoiw  Excellency  did  me  the  honour  to 
write  to  me  on  the  7th  indant,  together  with  the  note  of  Lord  Grcnvillc 
tnclofed  therein.  1  fet  off « for  Paris  on  the  ibllowing  day,  where,  after 
demanding  an  audience  of  Citizen  Delacroix,  minifter  for  foreign  nfFairs, 
I  prefented  the  note  above  mentioned;  accompanied  by  another  in  my 
own  name,  in  which  I  explained  the  motives  that  had  induced  me  to  un- 
dertake a  meafure  for  which  I  had  no  author ityfrom  my  court.  He 
promiied  to  fubmh  the  two  notes  to  ihe  infpe^on  of  the  government, 
and  to  return  mean  anfwer  immediately.  Having  waited  for  three  daj-s 
without  receiving  an  anfwer,  I  went  a  fecond  time  to  wait  upon  the  Mi- 
aificr,  who,  in  a  very  dry  tone,  infbrmad  me,  that  the  Executive  Direc- 
tory had  not  permitted  him  to  return  an  anfwer  in  writing,  but  that  he 
was  diredled  to  exprefs  himfelf  verbally  to  this  effed : 

•*  That  the  Executive  Direftory  of  the 'French  Republic  would  not,  for 
^*  the  fii^taie^  receive  or  anfwer  any  confidential  overtujti  or  papers  trar^ 
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<*  mitted  thronefa  amr  intermediate  channel  fkom  the  enemies  of  the  Re- 
'*  public ;  but  that  it  they  wonld  fend  perfona,  faroifhed  with  foil  powen 
«*  and  official  papers,  thefe  might,  apon  the  frontiers,  demand  the  pafiT- 
**  ports  neccfiacj  for  proceeding  to  I^ris." 

Such, '  Sir,  is  the  refuit  of  a  meafure  which  I  have  taken  at  yoor  re- 
Gueft.  I  wifli,  Ibr  the  iiike  of  homantty,  that  we  may  meet  with  better 
foccefs  at  (bme  future  period ;  but  I  fear  that  this  period  is  ftill  at  a 
great  diftance. 

I  hare  the  honour  to  be,  with  refpedtful  attachment* 

Sir, 
Your  Excellency's  mo$  humble  and 

Moft  obedient  fervant. 
To  his  ExcelUncy  KOENEMANN. 

Thi  Count  Wtdd  Jarljberg,  He.  Wr.  He. 

No.  5,     Isfote* 

IN  demanding  of  the  Executive  Dircftoryof  the  French  RqpuUic, 
through  the  intervention  of  the  Minifters  of  a  neutral  power,  a  paiTportfor 
a  confidential  perfon  to  be  fent  to  Paris,  the  Court  of  London  accompnkd 
this  demand  with  the  exprefs  declaration,  that  this  perfon  ihould  be  com- 
miffioned  to  difcufs  with  the  Government  all  the  means  the  moft  proper  ibr 
conducing  to  the  re-eftablifhmcnt  of  peace. 

The  King,  perfevering  in  the  fame  fentiments,  tvhich  he  has  already  h 
unequivocally  declared,  will  not  leave  to  his  enemies  the  fmalleft  pretext 
for  eluding  a  difcuflion,  the  refult  of  which  will  neceffarily  (erve  either 
to  produce  the  happinefs  of  To  many  nations,  or  at  lead  to  render  evident 
the  views  and  difpofitions  of  thoie  who  oppofe  themfdves  to  it. 

It  is  therefore  m  puifuance  of  thefe  fentiments,  that  the  underfigned 
is  charged  to  declare,  that  as  foon  as  the  Executive  Diredory*(hail  think 
proper  to  tranfmit  to  the  underfigned  the  necefTary  paflports  (of  which  he, 
by  this  note,  renews  the  demand  already  made).  His  Britannic  Majefiy 
will  fend  to  Paris  a  perfon  fumilhed  with  foil  powers  and  official  in- 
ftru6)ions  to  negotiate  with  the  Executive  Diredlory  on  the  means  of  ter- 
minating the  prefent  war,  by  a  pacification,  juil,  honourable,  and  ibltd, 
calculated  to  redore  repofe  to  Europe,  and  to  infure,  for  the  time  to  come, 
the  general  tranquillity. 

Wefiminfter.Sepuz'],  1796.  (Signed)  GRENVILLE, 

To  the  Minifier  for  Foreign  Affairs  at  Paris. 

No.  6. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  tranfmit  to  Lord  Grenville  a  copy  of  the  de- 
cree of  the  Executive  Directory  of  the  French  Republic,  in  anfwer.to  his 
note  of  the  27th  September,  1796,  (O.  S.) 

He  will  there  fee  a  proof  of  the  earned  defire  of  the  French  Govern- 
ment to  profit  of  the  overture  that  is  made  to  them,  in  the  hope  that  it 
may  lead  to  peace  with  the  Government  of  England. 

1  have  the  honour  to  fend  to  him,  at  the  fame  t^ne,  the  paiTports  re- 
qnired  for  the  Miniiter  Plenipotentiary,  whom  His  Britannic  Majedy  pro- 
pofes  to  name  to  treat;  and!  requed  Lord  Grenville  to  accept  the  afiur- 
anceof  my  perfonal  wiflies'for  the  fuccefs  of  this  negotiation,  as^  well  as 
that  of  my  mod  perfedl  confideration. 

(Signed)  CH.  DELACROIX. 

Paris,  1 1  Vendetniaire^  ^th  ytar  of 
the  French  Refnblie. 
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No.  7. 

£xtraSJhm  the  RepJIer  offbe  Decreet  rfthe  E^cutive  Direffciy* 

The  gib  FemUmiainet  yb  jear  of  tbe  Frencb  RefuUkt 

One  and  Indroijtble* 

THE  Executive  I^reflory,  upon  confidenition  of  the  note  addrefled 
to  the  Miniiler  for  Foreign  Affairs  by  Lord  Grenvilk,  dated  Wefbninfter> 
September  24,  1796,  wiOiing  to  give  a  proof  of  the  defire  which  it  enter* 
tains  to  make  peace  with  England,  decrees  as  follows : 

The  Miniftcr  for  Foreign  Aflfkirs  is  charged  to  deliver  the  neceflkry 
pafljports  to  the  Envoy  of  England,  who  Uiall  be  furnilhed  with  fuU 
powers,  not  pnly  for  preparing  and  negotiating  the  peace  between  the 
French  Republic  ^nd  that  power»  but  For  concluding  it  definitively  be« 
tween  them. 

True  copy, 
(Signed)        L.  M.  REVKLUERE  LEPEAtJX,  I^fidcnt. 

By  the  Executive  Dired^ory. 

for  the  Secretary  General,  (Signed)        LE  TOURNEUR. 

Certified  true  copy. 

The  Minifter  for  Foreign  AflSiin,  CH.  DELACROIX, 

1^  the  Minifier,  J.  GUIRAUDET,  Sec.  Gen, 

No.  7^. 

LORD  MALMESBURY;  who  is  appointed  by  the  King  to  treat  with 
the  French  Government  for  a  juft  and  equitable  peace,  calculated  to  re- 
ftore  lepofe  to  Europe,  and  to  infore  the  public  tranquillity  for  the  timo 
to  come,  will  have  the  honour  of  delivering  this  letter  from  me  to  M, 
Delacroix. 

The  diftingoi(hed  rank  and  merit  of  the  Minifter  of  whom  His  Ma* 
jcily  has  made  choice  on  this  occafion,  makes  it  uonecdTary  for  me  to  fiiy 
any  thing  in  his  recommendation;  at  the  fame  time  that  it  fumifhes  a 
freih  proof  of  the  defire  of  His  Mkjefty  to  contribute  to  the  fuccefs  of 
this  negotiation:  for  which  objedl  1  entertain  the  moft  fanguine  wilhes. 

Monueur  Delacroix  will  have  the  goodnefs  to  accept  from  me  the  aflfur* 
ance  of  my  moft  perfed  confideration. 

fVefimmfier,  OS.  13,  1796.  (Signed)        GRENVILLE. 

T9  tbeMmifierfer  Foreign  Jfain^  at  Paris* 

No.  8. 

LORD  MALMESBURY,  named  by  His  Britannic  Majefty  as  hb 
Plenipotentiary  to  the  French  Republic,  has  the  honour  to  announce,  by» 
his  t  ecretary,  to  the  Minifter  for  Foreien  Aftairs,  his  arrival  at  Paris  ;  and 
to  te^ ueft  of  him,  at  the  /aroe  time,  to  be  fo  good  as  to  appoint  the  hour 
at  which  he  may  wait  upon  him,  for  the  purpofe  of  communicating  to  him 
the  object  of  his  miftion, 

Paris,  Off.  22,  1796. 

To  ibe  Mm^orfir  Foreign  Ajairu 

No.  9. 

THE  Minifter  for  Foreign  Affairs  learns  with  fatitfadlion  the  afrival  of 
Lord  Malmelbury,  Plenipotentiary  of  His  Britannic  Majefty.    He  wUl . 

Vol.  I.  3  Z 
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have  the  honour  to  receive  him  to-morrow  at  eleven  o'clock  in  the  room^ 
ing,  or  at  an7  later  hour  that  may  fait  him,  till  two  o'clock.     He  hopes 
that  Lord  Malroefbary  will  forgive  him  for  thus  limiting  the  time,  on  ac- 
coont  of  the  nati^re  and  the  multiplicity  of  his  occupations. 
ifi  Brumaire^  An.  ^, 

(Oa.  22,  1796.) 

To  Lord  Malmejbury,  Minifter  PUnitdtinthry 
from  His  Britatntic  Majefiy  to  ili  French 
Republic t  at  Parism 

"t 

No.  10; 

LORI>  MALMESBURY  has '  the  honour  to  thank  the  Minifter  for 
Foreign  Affairs  for  the  obliging  anfwer  which  he  has  juft  received 
firdm  him. 

^  He  accepts  with  pleafure  the  firft  moment  propofed,  and  willjwait  upon 
him  to-morrow  morning,  at  eleven  o'clock  precifely. 

Paris ,  OA  22. 
T9  the  Minifter  for  Foreign  Affairs, 

No.  II. 

THE  Minifter  for  Foreign  Affairs  has  the  honour  to  apprize  Lord 
Malmcfl)urv,  Commiflioner  Henipotentiary  of  His  Britinnic  Majefty,  that 
he  has  received  from  the  Executive  Dird^ory  the  neceftary  powen  for 
negotiating  and  concluding  peace  between  th6  Republic  and  HisMa- 

To-morrow,  if  Lord  Malmen)ury  pleafcs,  the  relpeAive  powers  (hall 
be  exchanged.  Xhe  Minifter  for  Foreign  Affairs  will  then  be  reaiy  to 
receive  the  propofitions,  which  Lord  Malmefbury  is  commi^ione^  to  make 
to  the  Repuolic  on  the  part  of  His  Britannic  Majefty. 

The  Minifter  for  Foreign  Affairs  rcquefts  Lord  Malmcfljury  to  accept 
the  affufances  of  his  high  confideration. 

2  Brumaire,  An.y  (Signed)         CH.  DELACROIX. 

(O^ober  22,  1796.) 

No,  12. 

LORD  MALMESBURY  has  the  honour  to  prefent  his  acknowkdgp- 
ments  to  the  Minifter  for  Foreign  Affairs  for  the  communication  which  he 
juft  made  to  him,  and  he  will  have  the  honour  to  wait  upon  him  to- 
morrow, at  the  hour  which  he  (hall  have  the  goodnefs  to  appoint,  to  re- 
ceive the  copy  of  the  fuH  powers  which  he  is  furniftied  on  the  part  of 
che  Executive  Dire^ory ;  and  as  foon  as  they  (hall  have  been  eiGchanged, 
jie  will  be  ready  to  commence  the  negotiation  with  which  he  is  charged. 

He  requefts  the  Minifter  for  Foreign  Anairs  to  accept  the  aflnrances  of 
his  high  cbnftderation. 

Paris.  Oa.  23,  i  796.  (Signed)        MALMESBURY. 

No.  13. 
\        Extras  from  the  Regifter  of  the  Decrees  of  the  Exeaitive  Dinaoty. 

2  Brumaire  (22  Nov,)  ^th  year  of  the  French  RefnUic, 

one  and  indtvifibUm 

THE  Executive  Dlrcaory,  after  having  heard  the  Report  of  the  Mi* 
Aiter  for  Foreiga  Affiurs^ 
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The  citizen  Cliarlcs  Delacroix,  Minifter  for  Foreign  Afiairs,  is  charged 
cp  negotiate  with  Lord  Malmeibury,  Commiffioner  Plenipotentiary  of  Hit 
Britannic  Majefty,  furnilhed  with  full  powers  to  prepare  and  negotiate 
peace  between  the  French  Republic  and  that  power,  and  to  conclude  it 
definitive^r  between  them.  The  I^fcftory  gives  to  the  faid  Minifter  all 
powers  neceflary  for  concluding  and  figning  the  treaty  of  peace  to  take 
place  between  the  Republic  and  His  firitannic  Majefly.  He  (hall  con- 
form himfelf  to  the  inftrudlions  which  (hall  be  given  him.  He  (hall  ren^ 
der  a  regular  account,  fromtime  to  time^  of  the  progrefs  and  of  the  iflae 
of  the  negotiation. 

Ilie  prefenr  decree  (hall  not  be  printed  at  this  time. 

A  true  copy. 

(Signed)  L.  R.  REVELLIERE  LEPEAUX. 

By  the  Executive  Diredlory. 

The  Secretary  General,  (Signed)  LA  GARDE, 

Copy. 
The  Minifter  for  Foreign  Affairs,      (Signed)    CH.  DELACROIX. 

By  the  Minifter.  (L.  S.)        T.  GUIRAUDET,  Sec.  Gen. 

No.  14,     MimoriaL 

HIS  Britannic  Majefty  deliring,  as  he  has  already  declared,  to  con* 
tribute,  as  far  as  depends  on  him,  to  the  re*eftabli(limcnt  of  public  tran* 
nuillity,  and  to  cnlure,  by  the  means  of  juft,  honourable,  and  folid  cdn-. 
aitions  of  peace,  the  future  repofe  of  En  rope ;  His  Majefly  is  of  opinion^ 
that  the  beft  means  of  attaining,  with  all  j>o(rible  expedition,  that  falutary 
cud,  will  be  CO  agree,  at  the  beginning  of  the  negotiation,  on  the  general 
principle  which  niall  fervcas  a  bafis  to  the  definitive  arrangements.     > 

The  firft  object  of  negotiations  for  peace  generally  relates  to  the  rcfli- 
tutions  and  ccflions  which  the  refpe£live  parties  have  mutually  to  de- 
mand, in  confequence  of  the  events  of  the  war. 

Great  Britain,  from  the  uninterrupted  fuccefs  of  her  naval  war,  finda 
herfelf  in  a  fituation  to  have  no  reibtution  to  demand  of  France,  from 
which,  on  the  contrary,  (lie  has  taken  elWbliihments  and  colonies  o£ 
the  higheft  importance,  and  of  a  value  almoft  incalculable. 

But,  on  the  other  hand,  France  has  made  on  the  continent  of  Europe 
conquefts  to  which  His  Maje(ly  can  be  the  lefs  indifferent,  as  the  mod, 
important  inrerefls  of  his  people,  and  the  moft  facred  engagements  of  his 
crown,  are  eflcntially  implicated  therein. 

The  magnanimity  of  the  King,  his '  inviolable  good  faith,  and  his 
defire  to  rellore  repofe  to  fo  many  nations,  induce  him  to  confider  this 
iituation  of  affairs  as  affording  the  means  of  procuring  for  all  the  belli- 
gerent powers  juft  and  equitable  terms  of  peace,  and  fuch  as  are  cal- 
culated to  infure  for  the  time  to  come  the  general  tranquillity. 

It  is  on  this  footing,  then,  that  he  propofcs  to  negotiate,  by  offering 
to  make  compenfation  to  France,  by  proportionable  rcftitutlons,  forthofe 
arrangements  to  which  (lie  will  be  called  upon  to  confcnt,  in  order,  to 
fatisfy  the  juft  demands  of  the  King's  allies,  and  to  prcferve  the  political 
balance  of  Europe. 

Having  made  this  (irft  overture,  His  Majefty  will,  in  the  fequej,  ex- 
plain himfelf  more  particularly  on  the  application  of  this  principit  to 
the  diftcrcnt  objcAs  which  may  be  difcuflTcd  between  the  rcfpcftivc 
parties. 

3Z    2 
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* 

'  It  is  thii  dppKcatfOQ  which  will  oonfticufe  the  fubje^^  of  thofe  dSicof- 
BoaSf  iDto  which  His  Majefty  has  aiithorifeil  his  Mimfter  to  enter,  as 
fooQ  as  the  principle  to  be  adopted  as  the  general  bafis  of  the  negotiflnon 
b  known. 

But  His  Majefty  cannot  omit  to  -declare,  that  if  this  generous  and 
eauitable  offer  fliould  not  be  accepted,  or  if  unfortunately  thedifcuffioni 
wzuch  may'enfue  (hould  fail  to  produce  the  defired  e&^t,  neither  this 
general  pVopofitioo,  Aor  thofe  more  derailed  which  may  rcfult  irom  it, 
can  be  regarded  in  apy  cafe  as  points  agreed  upoq  or  admitted  by  His 
Majefty. 

(Signed)  MALMESBU  R  Y, 

Mmifter  Pltnifotentiarj  frvm 

Tarit,  0^»  2^,,  I'j^S*  Ass  BrhoMHtc  Majefy, 

'  '  .      *  ... 

No.  ij. 

txtraBfrom  the  Regifter  tf^  thi  Deliberations  of  the  Exeaaive  PfreBorf. 

Paris ^  5  Brssmairet  ^tb  year  of  the  RefuUie, 
one  and  inavvifible* 

THE  Executive  piredlory  orders  the  Minifter  for  Foreign  Affairs  to 
make  the  following  anfwer  to  lx)rd  Maltoeibury. 

The  ExeCutire  Diredlory  fees  with  pain,  that  at  the  nnopfient  when  it 
had  reafon  to  hope  for  the  fpeedy  return  of  peace  l^etwecn  the  French 
Republic  and  His  Britannic  Majeilv,  the  propofat  o{  Lord  Malmefbury 
6ffers  nothing  but  dilatory  or  Ytry  diilaat  means  of  brbging  the  u;^gotla- 
tion  to  a  conclufion. 

The  Plreifbry  obferve,  that  if  Lord  Malraefbu ry  would  have  agreed 
to  treat  feparacely,  as  he  was  formerly  authorized  by  the  tenour  of  bis 
credentials,  the  negotiations  might  have  been  connderably  abridged ; 
that  the  deceflity  of  balancing  with  the  intereds  of  the  two  powers  thofe 
of  the  allies  of  Great  Britain,  multiplies  the  combinations,  increafes  the 
difficulties, 'tends  to  the  formation  of  a  congrefs,  the  forms  of  which  it 
h  known  are  always  tardy,  and  lefljuires  the  acceffion  of  powers  which 
hitherto  have  difplaycd  no  defire  of  accommodation,  and  have  not  given 
to  Lord  Malmelbury  himfelf,  according  to  his  own  declaration,  any 
power  to  ftipulate  for  them. 

Thus,  without  prejudging  the  intentions  of  Lord  Malmefbur}',  with- 
out drawing  any  conclufion  from  the  circumibance  of  his  declaration  not 
appearing  to  accord  with  his  credentials,  without  fuppcfing  that  he  has 
rcceiTed  any  fecret  inftru6tions  which  would  deffroy  the  cfiedt  of  his  of- 
teniible  powers,  without  pretending,  in  (hort,  to  affert  that  the  Britiib 
gOYemment  hare  had  a  double  objedlin  view— -to  prevent,  by  general 
propofitions,  the  partial  p'ropofitionsof  other  powers,  and  to  obtain  from 
the  people  <^  England  the  means  of  continumg  the  war,  by  throwing 
u^n  the  Re|>ublic  the  bdiunil  of  a  delay,  occafioned  by  themfelves ;  the 
Executive  Dire^ory  caiinot  but  perceive  that  the  propofition  of  Lord 
Malmelbury  is  nothing  more  than  a  renewal,  under  more  amicable  forms, 
of  the  propofitions  maide  laft  year  by  Mr*  Wickham»  and  that  it  preienu 
but  a  dilhuit  hope  of  peace. 

The  Executive  Dire^ory  fortherobferre,  with  regard  to  the  principle 
of  rettoceffioQi  advanced  by  Lord  Malmefbury,  that  fuch  a  princi^. 
pre&nted  in  a  vague  and  itolated  manner,  cannot  ferre  as  the  bafis  or 
negotiation  i  that  th(  firft  ptnnta  of  confidexation  are»  th^  comnKm  ac- 
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ceflity  of  a  juft  and  MH  pface,  the  political  equilibrium  which  abfalute 
ictroccffions  might  dcftroy,  and  then  the  means  which  the  belligerent 
•powers  roijjht  poffefs — the  one  to  retain  conquei^sata  time  when  it  waa 
Supported  by  a  great  number  of  allies,  now  detached  from  the  coalition  ; 
and  the  other,  to  recover  them  at  a  time  when  thofe  who  were  at  firft  its 
earmi^  have,  almoft  all,  become  eithrr  its  allies,  or  at  lead  neuter.  ' 

Ncterthclcfs,  the  Executive  Dirc£^ory,  animated  with  an  ardent  de- 
firo  of  putting  a  ftop  to  the  fcourge  of  war,  and  to  prove  that  they  wilj 
not  rejett  any  means  of  reconciliation,  declare,  that  as  foon  as  Lord 
Malmefbury  (ball  exhibit  to  the  Minifter  for  Foreign  AflTairs  fufficient 
powers  from  the  allies  of  Great  Britain  for  flipulating  for  their  rcfpcc- 
tive  intereds,  accompanied  by  a  promife  on  their  part  to  fubfcribe  to 
whatever  (hall  be  concluded  in  their  names,  the  Executive  Directory 
will  haften  to  give  an  anfwer  to  the  fpecific  propofitions  which  (hall  be 
fubmittrd  to  rhem,  and  that  the  difiicuUies  (hall  be  removed,  as  far  a« 
may  be  confiftcni  with  the  fafety  and  dignity  of  the  French  Republic. 

A  true  copy. 

(Signed)         L  M.  REVELLIERE  LEPEAUX,  Pref. 

By  the  Executive  Dire^ory. 

(Signed)  LA  GARDE,  Sec.  Gen. 

A  true  copy. 
The  Miniftcr  for  Foreign  Affiiin,  CH.  DELACROIX. 

By  the  Minifter,  The  Secretary  General,  J.  GUIRAUDET, 

No.  .16.    Noti. 

THE  underfigned  has  not  failed  to  tran(mit  to  his  court  the  anfwer  of 
the  Executive  Directory  to  the  propofals  which  he  was  charged  to  make^ 
as  an  opening  to  a  pacific  negotiation. 

With  regard  to  the  oftenfive  and  injurious  in finuations  which  are  con- 
tained in  that  paper,  and  which  are  only  calculated  to  throw  new  obfia- 
cles  in  the  way  of  the  accommodation  which  the  French  Government 
profclfes  to  dciire,  the  King  has  deemed  it  far  beneath  his  dignity  to 
permit  an  anfwer  to  be  made  to  thcrti  on  his  part  in  any  manner  what- 
loever. 

The  progrefs  and  the  rcfult  of  the  negotiation  will  fufficiently  prove 
the  principles  by  which  it  will  hVve  been  directed  on  each  Tide  ;  and  it 
is  neither  by  revolting  reproaches  wholly  deflituteof  foundation,  nor  by 
reciprocal  invedive,  that  a  (incere  wifli  to  accompliOi  the  great  work  of 
pacification  can  be  evinced. 

The  underfigned  pa(res,  therefore,  to  the  firfl  object  of  difcuffion 
brought  forward  in  the  anfwer  of  the  Executive  Dire&ory ;— that  of  a 
feparate  negotiation,  to  which  it  has  been  fuppofcd,  without  the  fmalle(l 
foundation,  that  the  underfigned  was  authorifcd  to  accede. 

His  full  powers,  made  out  in  the  ufual  form,  give  him  all  neceiTary 
authority  to  negotiate  and  to  conclude  the  peace ;  but  thefe  powers  pre* 
fcribe  to  him  neither  the  fonn,  the  nature,  nor  the  conditions  of  the 
futjire  treaty. 

Upon  thcfe  points,  he  it  bound  to  couform  himfclf,  accordinjB^  to  the 
lon^  eihibliibed  and  received  cufiom  of  Europe,  to  the  inifru6tions 
which  he  (hall  receive  from  his  court ;  and  accordingly,  he  did  not  fail 
to  acquaint  the  Minifter  for  Foreign  Aflairs^  at  th  ir  firft  conference, 
that  the  King  Us  mailer  had  expreflly  enjoined  hun  to  liilen  to  no  pre- 
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pcvfal  tending  to  feparate  the  interefts  of  HU  Maje0y  from  tliofe  of  hk 

allies. 

There  can  be  no  queftion  then  but  of  a  negotiation  which  (hall  com- 
bine the  intereds  and  prcteniions  of  all  the  poMrcrs  who  make  a  common 
caufe  with  the  King  in  the  prefcnt  war. 

In  the  courfe  of  fuch  a  negotiation,  the  interrention*  or,  at  lea((,  the 
participation  *  of  the  I'e  powers  will  doubtlefs  become  abfolutely  neccfiary ; 
and  Uis  Maje(ly  hopea  to  find  at  all  times  the  fame  difpofitions  to  treaty 
upon  a  juft  and  equitable  ba(is«  of  which  His  Majcftyy  the  Emperor  and 
'King,  gave  to  the  French  Government  fo  flriking  a  pro^f  at  the  very 
moment  of  the  opening  of  the  prefcnt  campaign. 

But  it  appears,  that  the  waiting  for  a  formal  and  definitive  authority 
on  the  pan  of  the  allies  of  the  Kmg,  before  Great  Britain  and  France 
begin  ta  difcufs,  even  provifionally,  the  principles  of  the  ncgotiacion» 
would  be  to  create  a  very  ufclefs  delay. 

A  oonduft  wholly  different  has  bsccn  obferved  by  thcfe  two  powers  on 
almoll  all  limilar  occafions ;  and  His  Majefly  thinks,  that  the  befl  proof 
which  they  can  give,  at  the  prefent  moment,  to  all  Europe,  of  their  mu« 
tual  defire  to  "put  a  flop,  as  foon  as  pofliblc,  to  the  calamities  o/  war» 
would  be  to  fccclc,  without  delay,  the  balls  of  a  combined  negotiation^ 
inviting,  at  the  fame  time,  their  allies  to  concur  in  it,  iu  the  manner 
the  moll  proper  for  accelerating  the  general  pacification.^ 

It  u  with  this  view  that  the  underfigned  was  charged  to  propofe  at 
firfl,  and  at  the  very  commencement  of  the  negotiation,  a  principle, 
which  the  generofity  and  good  faith  of  His  Majcfty  could  alone  dictate 
to  him — that  of  making  compcnfation  lo  France,  by  proportionable  ref* 
citutions,  for  the  arrangements  to  which  fhe  will  be  to  content,  in  order 
to  fat  is  fy  the  juft  pretenfions  of  the  King's  allies,  and  to  preferve  the 
political  balance  of  Eruopc. 

The  Executive  Diredlory  has  not  explained  itfelf  in  a  precife  man- 
ncr,  either  as  to  the  acceptance  of  this  principle,  or  as  to  the  changes  or 
modifications  which  it  may  defire  to  be  made  in  it ;  nor  has  it,  in  (hort, 
propofcd  any  other  principle  whatever  to  anfwer  the  fame  end. 

The  underfigned,  then,  has  orders  to  recur  to  this  point,  and  to  de- 
mand, on  that  head,  a  frank  and  precife  explanation,  in  order  to  abridge 
the  delays,  which  mufl  neccffanly  refult  from  the  difficulty  of  form, 
which  bias  been  ifarted  by  the  Executive  Directory. 

He  is  authorized  to  add  to  this  dcmsnd  the  exprefs  declaration,  that 
His  Majcdy,  in  communicating  to  his  auguft  allies  every  fuccelTive  ftep 
which  he  may  take  relative  to  the  object  of  the  prefent  negotiation,  and 
in  fulfilling,  towards  thofe  fovereigns,  in  the  mod  efHcacious  manner,  all 
the  duties  of  a  good  and  faithful  ally,  will  omit  nothing  on  his  part,  as 
well  to  difpofe  them  to  concur  in  this  negotiation,  by  thcmeans  the 
mod  proper  to  facilitate  its  progiefs  and  infure  its  fuccefs,  as* to  induce 
ihem  always  to  perhfl  in  fentimcnts  conformable  to  the  wiflies  which 
he  entertains  for  the  return  of  a  general  peace,  upon  juft,  honourable, 
and  permanent  conditions. 

P«r//,iV<ii;.i2, 1796.  ^   (Signed)        MALMESBURY. 

No.  17. 

THE  underfigned  is  charged  by  the  Executive  Dircftory  to  in vitcyoo 
to  point  out,  wimoutthefmalleft  delay,  and  exprefsly,  thcobjeds  of'^ re- 
ciprocal compenfation  which  you  propofe. 

He  is,  moreover,  charged  to  demand  of  yoo,  what  are  the  difpofit'ons 
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fo  treat,  on  a  jnft  and  equitable  ba(is,  of  which  His  Majefty^  the  Emperor 
and  King,  gave  to  the  French  Governmeot  fo  ftriking  a  proof,  at  the  very 
cofflmencemenc  of  the  campaign.  The  Executive  Diredlory  19  unac- 
quainted with  it.  It  was  the  Emperor  and  King  who  broke  the 
armiftice* 

(Signed)  CH.  DELACROIX. 

Parity  22  Brumaire,  (Nov*  11,) 

^tk  year  of  the  Fnucb  Re-  ^ 

fubliCm 

No.  i8. 

THE  undcrfianed  docs  not  hefitate  a  moment  to  anfwer  the  two  qucf- 
tions  which  you  hare  been  inftrudled  by  the  Executive  Diredlory  to  put 
to  hiro. 

The  memorial  prefented  this  morning  by  the  underligned  propofes,  in 
«xprefs  terms,  on  the  part  of  His  Majeity  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  to 
compenfate  France,  by  proportionable  reftitutions,  to  the  arrangements 
Co  wnsch  ihe  will  be  called  upon  to  confent,  in  order  to  fatisfy  the  juOt 
pretenfions  of  the  King's  allies,  and  to  preTcrve  the  political  balance  of 
kurope. 

Before  the  formal  acceptation  of  this  principle,  or  the  propofal,  on  the 
part  of  the  Executive  Diredory,  of  fome  other  principle,  which  might 
equally  ferve  as  the  baiis  of  a  negotiation  for  a  general  peace,  the  under- 
iigned  cannot  be  authorized  to  defignate  the  obje^s  of  reciprocal  com- 
penfation. 

As.  to  the  proof  of  the  pacific  difpofitions  given  to  the  French  Govern- 
ment  by  His  Majeily,  the  Emperor  and  King,  at  the  opening  of  the  cam- 
paign, the  underfigncd  contents  himfelf  with  a  reference  to  the  fol- 
lowing words  conuined  in  the  note  of  Baron  d'Engleman,  on  the  4th 
of  June  lad.  . 

*•  The  operations  of  the  war  will  in  no  wife  prevent,  his  Imperial 
«♦  Majcfty  from  being  ever  ready  to  concur,'  agreeably  to  any  form 
<'  of  negotiation  which  (hall  be  adopted,  in  concert  with  the  belligerent 
"  powers,  in  the  difcuffion  of  proper  means  for  puttbg  a  ftop  to  the£ir- 
<'  ther  effufion  of  human  blood." 

Tbia  note  w^as  prefented  after  the  armiftice  was  broken. 

Farii,  Nov.  12,  1796.  MALMESBURY. 

No.  19. 

THE  Minifter  Plenipotentiary  of  His  Britannic  Majefty  requef^s  the 
Snifter  for  Foreign  Afiairs  to  inform  him,  whether  he  is  to  confider. 
the  official  note  which  he  received  from  him  yefterday  evening,  as  the 
anfwer  to  that  which  Lord  Malmefbury  delivered  yefterday  morning  to 
the  Minifter  for  Foreign  Affairs,  by  order  of  his  Court.  He  applies  for 
this  information,  that  the  departure  of  his  courier  may  not  be  unneceliarily 
delayed. 
'     Paris,  Nov.  13,  1796.  MALMESBURY. 

No.  20. 

THE  nnderiiened,  Minifter  for  Foreign  Affairs,  declares  to  Lord 
Malmefbury,  Mmif^er  Plenipotentiary  from  His  Britannic  Majeily,  that 
he  b  to  confidcr  the  official  i^ote  fcnt  to  him  yeilerday  as  the  anfwer  ^o 
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that  which  Lord  Malmdbuiy  had  addicflied  Co  him  on  the  waning  of  thi 
fame  day. 

S3  Brumain,  ^thyear,  CHARES  DELACROIX^ 

Nqvemifer  ij^  1796* 

No.  2I« 

LORD  MALMESBURY  has  juR  receiYed  the  anfwer^  the  NSnUlcf 
for  Foreien  Affairs,  in  which  he  declares  that  the  official  ^ite  which  ha 
fent  to  him  yefterday,  is  to  be  coniidered  as  the  anfwer  to^ktt  which 
Lord  Malmeibury  addrdTed  to  him  on  the  momin?  of  the  fame  ajr. 

Lord  Malmeibury  will  tranfxnit  it,  this  day,  to  hil  Court. 

Paris,  Nov.  13,  1796.  MALMESBURY* 

No.  22.  V 

THE  underfigned,  in  reply  to  your  fecond  note  of  yeftenhj,  ia  or^ 
dered  by  the  Executive  Dire^ory  to  declare  to  701,  that  he  h« 
to  add  to  the  anfwer  which  has  been  addrefled  to  yoo.^  He  is 
drudcd  to  aik  you,  whether,  on  each  official  communicatiaa  wL_ 
take  place  between  yon  and  him,  it  will  be  necefliuy  for  you  to 
courier  to  receive  fpecial  inftro^ons  ? 

Paris,  Brsimdire,  (Nw.  13.)  CHARLES  DELACRCHX. 

^tb  year* 

No,  23. 

THE  underiigned  will  not  fail  to  tranfmit  to  his  Court  the  notewhidr 
he  has  juft  received  from  the  Minifter  for  Foreign  Affiiirs.  He  dcdarca 
likewife  that  he  (hall  difpatch  couriers  to  his  Court  as  often  9a  the  official 
communications  made  to  him  may  require  fpecial  inftni^Hops* 

Pans^  1  itb  Nov.  1 796.  (Signed]  MALMESBURY. 

No.  24.     Note, 

THE  Court  of  London,  having  been  informed  of  what  has  paffed  in 
Gonfequence  of  the  lad  memorial,  delivered,  by  its  order,  to  the  Minifter 
for  Foreign  Affairs^  does  not  think  it  neceflary  to  add  any  thing  to  the 
anfwer  made  by  the  underfigned  to  the  two  qneftions  which  thel>iiedory 
thought  proper  to  addiefs  to  him. 

That  Court  waits  therefore,  and  with  the  greateft  anxiety,  for  an  ex- 
planation of  the  fentiments  of  the  Dire^ory,  with  regard  to  the  principle 
It  has  propofed,  as  the  bafis  of  the  negotiation,  and  the  adoption  of  which 
appeared  to  be  the  beft  means  of  accelerating  the  progrefs  of  a  difcuffion 
ib  important  to  the  happinefs  of  fo  many  nations* 

The  underfigned  has,  in  confequence,  received  orders  to  renew  the  de> 
mand  of  a  frank  and  preci^  anfwer  on  this  point,  in  order  that  his  Court 
iftay  know,  with  certainty,  whether  the  Diredory  accepts  that  propofid? 
or  defires  to  make  any  change  or  modification  whatever  in  it ;  or  laftlyr 
whether  it  would  wi(h  to  propofe  any  other  principle,  that  may  promocv 
the  fame  end. 

Paris,  Nov.  26,  1 796.  MALMESBURY. 

No.  25. 

IN  anfwer  to  the  note  delivered  ycfterday,  November  z6,  by  Lord 
Malmeibury,  the  underfigned  MioiiUr  fox  Foicigid  Allaira  it  infixoitedbgr 
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the  Dire^ory,  to  ohkrvt,  that  the  anfwers  made  on  the  5th  and  2  2d  of 
laft  Bramaire^  contained  an  acknowledgement  of  the  principle  of  compen- 
fation,  and  that,  in  order  to  remove  every  pretext  for  farther  difcuffion  on 
that  point,  the  underiigned,  in  the  name  ot  the  Executive  DireAory,  now 
makes  a  formal  and  pofitive  declaration  of  fach  acknowledgement. 

In  confequcnce,  Lord  Malmefbury  is  again  invited  to  give  a  /peedy  and 
categorical  anfwer  to  the  propofal  made  to  him  on  the  2  2d  of  lad  firu* 
maire,  and  which  was  conceived  in  thefe  terms  :  **  The  underiigned  is 
inftru6\ed  by  the  Executive  Direftory  to  invite  you  to  defignate,  without 
the  lead  delay,  and  exprefsiy,  the  objedls  of  reciprocal  compenfation  which 
you  have  to  propofe. 

Paris,  Nov,  27.  CH.  DELACROIX. 

No.  26. 

THE  underfigncd  Miniftcr  Plenipotentiary  of  His  Britannic  Majefty, 
in  anfwer  to  the  note  dated  this  morning,  which  was  fent  to  him  by  the 
Minifter  for  Foreign  Affairs,  hadens  to  aflure  him,  that  he  will  not  delay  a 
moment  in  communicating  it  to  his  Courts  from  which  he  mud  neceffarilj 
wait  for  farther  orders,  before  he  can  explain  himfelf  upon  the  importam 
points  which  it  contains. 

Pans,  i^ib  Nov.  1 796.  (Signed)        MALMESBURY. 

No,  27.    No/f, 

THE  underfigned  is  charged  to  tranfmit  to  the  Minifter  for  Foreign 
"Afeirs  the  enclofed  memorial,  containing  the  propofals  of  his  Court, 
with  refpe^  to  the  application  of  ihe  general  principle  already  edabliibcd^ 
as  the  bails  of  the  negotiation  for  peace. 

He  will,  with  the  utmod  readinefs,  pnter  with  that  Minider  into  evory 
explanation  which  the  date  and  progreTs  of  the  negotiation  wil  1' allow,  an^ 
he  will  not  fail  to  enter  into  the  diicuifion  of  thefe  propoTitions*  or  of  any 
coonter-proje^  which  nay  be  tranfmittcd  to  him  on  the  part  of  the  Ex* 
ecntive  Directory,  with  that  franknefs  and  that  fpirit  of  conciliation*  wbkb 
correfpond  with  the  jud  and  pacific  intentions  of  his  Court. 

Pan's,  /)^f .  1 7 ,  1 7  96.  (Signed )        MALMESBURY. 

No.  '28. 

CONFIDENTIAL  MEMORIAL  ow  tb^  friMcifal  OhjtSi  if  RtftHmiim^ 

Comfenfut^^  and  redfrocal  Arrangement, 

THE  principle,  already  edabliihed*  as  the  bafis  of  the  negotiation^  by 
the  confent  of  the  two  Governments,  is  founded  on  reditutions  to  be 
made  by  His  Britannic  Majedy  to  France,  in  compenfation  for  the  ar- 
xangexnents  to  which  that  power  may  conient,  in  order  to  (atisfy  the  juft 
pretcofions  of  the  allies  of  the  King,  and  to  preferve  the  political  balainoe 
of  Europe. 

la  onier  to  accomplidi  tbefp  objedb,  in  the  manner  the  mod  complete, 
jmd  to  ofier  a  fredi  proof  of  the  fincerity  of  his  wifhes  for  the  re-edaolifli- 
ment  of  general  tranquillity,  His  Majedy  would  propofe,  that  there 
ihoold  be  given  to  this  principle,  on  each  fide^  all  the  latitade  of  which 
it  may  be  foiccptibie. 

I.  ilis  Majedy  demands  therefore, 

z.  The  reditution,  to  His  Majedy,  the  Emoeroc  and  Kiogi  of  all  bil 
dominions,  on  Che  footing  of  the  Ja/us  ante  beuum* 

Vai--  I-  X  A 


54^  PARLIAMENTARY  [Common« 

2.  The  reicftaUKhment  of  peace  between  the  Germanic  eiDpire  and 
feancCy  by  a  fuitable  arraneementy  conformable  to  the  rcfpc€tive  intei^fts* 
and  to  the  general  faftty  ot  Europe.  This  arrangement  to  be  negotiated 
with  his  Imperial  Majefty»  as  confiicutional.  head  of  the  empire,  cither 
by  the  intervention  of  the  King,  or  Immediately,  as  his  Impcrbl  Majefty 
(hair  prefer. 

5.  The  evacuation  of  Italy  by  the  French  troops,  with  an  engage- 
ment not  to  interfere  in  the  internal  affairs  of  that  cotmtry ;  which 
(honld  be  re-eftabliflicds  as  far  as  poffible,  upon  the  footing  oi^Jiatki 
mnit  helium* 

In  the  coarfe  of  the  negotiation,  a  more  detailed  difcailion  may  be  en- 
tered into  of  the  farther  meafures  which  it  may  be  proper  to  adopt,  re- 
ipe^ng  the  objedb  of  thefe  three  articles,  in  order  to  the  providing  more 
efiedlually  for  the  future  fecurity  of  the  refpe^ve  limits  and  poiTcflions, 
and  for  the  maintenance  of  general  traaouillity. 

*  II.  With  regard  to  the  other  allies  of  His  Britannic  Majefty,  His  Ma- 
jefty  demands,  that  there  be  referved  to  Her  Majelly  the  Emprefs  of  all 
the  Ruflias,  a  full  aui)  unlimited  power,  of  taking  part  in  this  negotiation, 
whenever  (he  may  think  fit,  or  of  acceding  to  the  definitive  treaty,  and 
thereby  returning  to  a  ftate  of  peace  with  France. 

III.  His  Majefty  alfo  demands,  that  Her  Moll  Faithfiil  Majefty  mar 
be  comprehended  in  this  negotiation,  and  may  retam  to  a  date  of 
peace  with  France,  without'  any  ceflion  or  burdenfome  condition  on 
either  fide. 

IV.  On  thefe  conditions.  His  Majefty  offers  to  France  the  entire  and 
unreferved  reditutidn  of  all  the  conquefts  which  he  has  made  on  that 
power  in  the  Eaft  and  Weft  Indies,  prcpofing  at  the  fame  time  that  a  mu- 
tual underftanding  (hall  be  eftabli(hed  as  to  tne  means  of  iecoring  for  the 
future  the  tranquillity  of  the  two  nations,  and  of  Confolidating,  as  ranch 
as  poffible,  the  advantages  of  their  reijpeAive  pofleflions.  His  Majefty 
offers,  in  like  manner,  the  reftitution  ot  the  iflands  of  St.  Pierre  and  Mi- 
quelon,  and  of  the  fifiiery  of  Newfoundland,  on  the  footing  of  the  /mms 
4UtU  bellum. 

But  if,  in  additidn  to  this.  His  Majefty  were  to  wave  the  right  given 
to  him  bv  the  exprefs  ftipulations  of  the  treaty  of  Utrecht,  of  oppofing  the 
ceflion  01  the  Spanifti  part  of  St.  Domingo  to  France,  His  Majefty  would 
then  demand,  in  return  for  thisconceftion,  a  compenfation,  which  raigbt 
fecure,  at  leaft  in  fome  degree,  the  maintenance  of  the  balance  of  the  re- 
fpe^ve  pofteffions  in  that  part  of  the  world. 

V«  In  all  the  cafes  of  ceflions  or  reftitutions,  which  may  come  in  qnef- 
tion  in  the  courfe  of  this  negotiation,  there  fhould  be  granted  on  each 
fide,  to  all  individuals,  the  moft  unlimited  right  to  withdraw  with  their 
families-  and  their  property,  and  to  lell  their  land  and  other  immoveable 
pofieffions ;  and  adequate  arrangements  ftiould  alfo  be  made,  in  the  courfe 
of  this  negotiation,  lor  the  romoval  of  all  feqneflrationi,  and  for  the  (atis- 
£iAion  of  the  juft  claims  which  individuak  on  eitKer  fide  may  have  to 
^lake  upon  the  refpedive  governments. 

(Signed)  l^ALMESBURY. 

No.  29, 

^  Confidential  Mtmortal  on  the  Pioct  tutib  Spmn  aniUdUmi. 

TH£  alUes  of  .France  not  haWne  hitherto  exprefTed  any  defire  or  dif* 
f  ofition  to  treat  with  the  King,  His  Majefty  sHght  hare  fotbocoe  to 
I 
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enter  into  any  detail  on  their  account ;  but  in  order  to  avoid  any  delays 
prejudicial  to  the  great  obje^  which  the  King  has  in  view,  and  to  acce- 
lerate the  work  of  a  ^nerad  peace.  His  Majelty  will  not  refafe  to  explain 
himielf  in  the  firfl  inftance  on  the  points  which  concern  thofe  powers.  Ifj 
then,  the  Catholic  King  (hould  deli  re  to  be  comprehended  in  this  negoti- 
ation«  or  be  allowed  to  accede  to  the  definitive  treatv,  this  would  meet 
with  no  obftacie  on  the  part  of  His  Majeily.  Nothing  having  hitherto 
been  conquered  by  either  of  the  two  Sovereigns  from  the  other,  no  other 
point  could,  at  the  prefent  moment,  come  into  quellion  but  that  of  the  re- 
eftabliihment  of  peace,  (imply,  and  without  any  reditu tion  or  compenfa- 
tioi  whatever,  except  fuch  as  might  poflibly  refult  from  the  application  of 

.the  principle  declared  at  the  end  of  the  fourth  article  of  the  memorial 
already  delivered  to  the  Minifter  for  Foreign  Affairs. 

But  if,  during  the  negotiation,  any  alteration  (hould  take  place  in  the 
iUte  of  things,  m  this  re(be6t,  it  will  then  be  proper  to  agree  upon  the 
reftitution  and  compenfations  to  be  made  on  each  fide. 

With  regard  to  the  Republic  of  the  United  Provinces,  His  Britannic 

«  Majefty  and  hb  allies  fina  themfelves  too  nearly  interelted  in  the  political 
fituation  of  thofe  provinces,  to  be  able  to  confent  is  their  favour  to 
the  re-eftabli(hment  of  xht  flatus  anu  helium  as  with  refpedl  to  terri- 
torial po(reflions,  unlefs  France  could,  on  her  part,  reinftate  them  ;n 
all  relpeds  in  the  fame  political  fituation  in  which  they  ftood  before 
the  war. 

If,  at  leaft,  it  were  poflible  ta  re-eilablilh  ,in  thofe  provinces,  agreeably 
to  what  is  believed  to  oe  the  wi(h  of  a  ereat  majority  of  the  inhaoitants, 
their  ancient  Conftitution  and  form  or  Government,  His  Majefty  might 
then  be  difpoied  to  retax,  in  their  favour,  from  a  ytry  conuderable 
part  of  the  conditions  on  which  the  prefent  (hite  of  things  obliges  him 
to  infift. 

But  if,  on  the  contrary,  it  is  with  the  Republic  of  Holland,  in  its  pre- 
fent ftate,  that  their  Bntannic  and  Imperial  Majefties  will  have  to  treat, 
they  will  feel  themfelves  obliged  to  feek  in  territorial  acquiiirions,  thofe 
compenfations,  and  that  fecurity,  which  fuch  a  (late  of  things  will  have 
xendered  indifpenfable  to  them. 

Reftitutions  of  any  kind,  in  favour  of  Holland,  could  in  that  cafe  be 

•admitted, 'in  fo  far  only  as  they  (hall  be  compenfated  by  arrangements 
calculated  to  contribi^te  to  the  fecurity  of  the  Auftrian  Netherlands.  The 
means  of  accomplilhin^  this  objedt  will  be  found  in  the  ce(fions  which 
Fraftce  has  examd  in  her  treaty  of  peace  with  Holland  ;  and  the  pofleifion 

>  •f  which,  by  that  power,  would  in  any  cafe  be  abfolutcly  incompatible 
with  the  fecurity  of  the  Auftrian  Netherlands,  in  the  hands  of  his  Impe- 
rial Majefty. 

It  is  on  thefe  principles  that  His  Britannic  Majefty  would  be  ready  to 
treat  for  the  re-eftabii(hment  of  peace  with  the  Republic  of  Holland  in 
its  prefent  ftate.     The  details  of  fuch  a  difcuflion  muft  necefTarily  lead  to  ' 
the  confideration  of  what  would  be  due  to  the  interefts  and  the  rights  of 

the  Houfe  of  Orange^ 

No.  30. 

My  Lokd,  Paris,  Dif.to^  1796, 

MR.  ELLIS  returned  here,  from  London,  on  Thurfday  laft,  the  15th 
inftant,  at  ftve  P.  M.  and  delivered*  to  me  the  difpatcbci  No«  I  x  and  12^ 
irtth  which.bc  was  charged  by  your  Lordftiip, 

4A  a 
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Althouffh  nothing  can  be  clearer,  more  ably  (irawn  up,  or  more  (atU- 
faflory,  than  the  inilrudlions  they  contain  ;  yet  ai  it  was  of  the  laft  im* 
portance  that  I  Ihould  be  completely  mailer  of  the  fubjed  before  I  law 
the  Fiench  Minifter,  I  delayed  aiking  for  a  conference  till  late  oo 
Friday  evening,  with  a  view  that  it  ihould  not  take  place  till  Saturday 
morning. 

He  appointed  the  hour  of  eleven  A.M.  on  that  day,  and  it  was  neat 
one  before  we  parted.  Although  what  i«  faid  by  M.  Delacroix  before  he 
has  communicated  with  the  Diredlory,  cannot  be  coniidered  aa  officially/ 
binding,  and  probably  may,  in  the  event,  be  very  different  from  what  I 
ihall  hear  when  he  fpeake  to  me  in  their  name  ;  yet,  as  it  is  impofiible 
thev  (hould  not  nearly  conjecture  the  nature  of  the  overtures  I  ihould 
make,  and  of  courfc  be  prepared  in  fome  degree  for  them,  it  is  material 
that  your  Lordfliip  fliould  be  accurately  acquainted  with  the  firft  impref- 
fions  they  appear  to  make  on  M.  Delacroix. 

I  prefaced  what  I  had  to  communicate  with  faying,  that  I  now  came 
authorized  to  enter  with  him  into  deliberation  upon  one  of  the  moil  im- 
portant fubjedls  that,  perhaps,  ever  was  brought  into  difcufiion ;  that  its 
magnitude  forbade  rJl  fintffk^  excluded  ail  prevarication,  fufpended  all 
prejudices,  and  that,  as  I  had  it  in  command  to  fpcak  and  a(^  with  free- 
dom and  truth,  I  expe^ed  that  he,  on  his  part,  would  confider  theie  as 
the  only  means  which  could  or  ought  to  be  employed,  if  he  wifhcd  to  fee 
a  negotiation,  in  which  the  happinefs  of  millions  was  involved,  terminate 
fuccefsfuUy.  That,  for  greater  precifion,  and  with  a  view  to  be  clearly 
underflood  in  what  I  was  about  to  propofe,  I  would  give  him  a  confi- 
dential memorial,  accompanied  by  an  official  note,  both  which,  when  he 
had  perufed  them,  would  fpeak  for  themfelves.  1  he  memorial  contained 
the  conditions,  on  the  accomplifhment  of  which  His  Majeily  confidered 
the  refloration  of  peace  to  depend.  The  note  was  expreffive  of  His  Ma- 
jefty's  readinefs  to  enter  into  any  explanation  required  by  the  Direflory 
on  the  fubjeA,  or  to  receive  any  contre  projet,  refting  on  the  fame  bafis, 
which  the  DireAory  might  be  difpofed  to  give  in.  That,  moreover,  I 
did  not  hefitate  declaring  to  liim,  in  conformity  to  the  principles  which  I 
had  laid  down,  and  from  which  I  certainly  never  Hiould  depart,  at  any 
period  of  the  negotiation,  that  J  was  prepared  to  anfvver  any  queftuMis, 
expbin  and  elucidate  any  points,  on  which  it  was  poffible  to  forefee  that 
doubts  or  mifconceptions  could  arife,  on  the  coniiderationof  thefe  pajicrs. 
And  having  faid  thus  much,  I  had  only  to  remark,  that  I  believed,  in  no 
fimilar  negotiation  which  had  ever  taken  place,  ailV  Minliler  was  autho- 
rize^, in  the  firil  inftaace,  to  go  fo  fully  into  the  difcuffioa  as  I  now 
was.  That  I  was  fure  neither  the  truth  of  this  remark,  nor  the  ma- 
nifeil  concluiion  to  be  drawn  from  it,  would  efcape  M.  Delacroix's  ob- 
fervation. 

I  then  put  the  two  papers  into  his  hands.  He  began  by  reading  the 
note,  on  which,  of  courfe,  he  could  only  exprefs  fatisfadion.  After  pe- 
raiing  the  confidential  memorial,  with  all  the  attention  it  deferved,  he* 
after  a  fhort  paufe,  faid,  that  it  appeared  to  him  to  be  liable  to  infur- 
mountable  objections  ;  that  it  feemed  to^him  to  requite  much  more  than 
it  conceded,  and,  in  the  event,  not  to  leave  France  in  a  fituation  of  pro* 
portional  greatnefs  p  the  powers  of  Europe.  He  faid,  the  aCt  of  their 
Conditution,  according  to  the  manner  in. which  //  laas  iuterfnted-  i^  the 
hefi  puhlicifts,  (and  this  phrafe  is  worthy  remark,)  made  it  impofible  &r 
the  Kepublic  to  do  what  it  required.  The  Auitrian  Ketherlands  wem 
aumcxed  to  it  j  they  could  not  be  difpofed  of  without  fiioging  the  natioi 
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into  all  the  coofniion  which  mull  follow  a  convocatiaii  of  the  primary 
affeinbli€& ;  and  he  faid,  he  was  rather  furprized  that  Great  Britain  ihonld 
bring  this  forward  as  the  governing  condition  of  the  treaty,  fince  he 
thoogbt  he  had,  in  (bme  of  our  late  converfations,  fully  explained  the  na« 
fure  of  their  Conftitation  to  me»  I  replied,  that  every  thing  I  had  heard 
from  hioi  on  this  point,  was  perfedly  in  my  recolleflion,  iis  it  probabljr 
was  in  his ;  that  toough  I  had  liftened  to  him  with  that  attention  I  al- 
ways afforded  to  ever;  thing  he  (aid,  yet  I  had  never  made  him  any  fort 
of  reply,  and  had  neither  admitted,  nor  controverted  his  opinion:  that 
akhough  I  believed  I  could  eafily  difprove  this  opinion  from  the  fpirit  of 
(he  French  ConHitution  itfelf ;  yet  the  difcuffion  of  that  Conilitution  was 
perfecUy  foreign  to  the  objefl  of  my  miflion ; .  iince,  even  allowing  his  two 
portions,  viz.  that  the  rctroceffion  of  the  Auftrian  Netherlands  was  in- 
compatible with  their  Jaws,  and  that  we  ought  to  have  known  that  be« 
forehand  ;  yet  that  there  exifted  a  droit  public  in  Europe,  paramount  to  any 
droit  public  they  might  think  proper  to  eitabli(h  within  their  own  domi- 
nions ;  and  that,  if  their  Conilitution  was  publicly  known«  the  treaties 
exiiting  between  His  Majeily  aid  the  Emperor  were  at  lead  equally- 
public,  and  in  thefe  it  was  clearly  and  diilindUy  announced,  that  the  two 
contrading  parties  reciprocally  promife  not  to  lay  down  their  arms  with- 
out the  reftitutionof  all  the  dominions,  territories,  &c.  which  may  have 
belonged  to  either  of  them  before  the  war.  That  the  date  of  this  (lipu- 
lation  was  previous  to  their  annexinff  the  Auftrian  Netherlands  to  France; 
and  the  notoriety  of  this  ought,  at  the  very  moment  when  they  had  pafTcd  - 
that  law,  to  have  convinced  them,  that,  if  adhered  to,  it  mud  prove  an 
infurmountable  obdacle  to  peace.  I  applied  his  maxim  to  the  Weft-India 
Iflands,  and  to  the  fettlements  in  the  £aft  Indies ;  and  aiked  him,  whe- 
ther it  was  expe^kd  that  we  were  to  wave  our  right  of  poiTefiion,  and  be 
required  dill  to  condder  them  as  integral  parts  uf  the  French  Republic^ 
which  mufi  be  redored,  and  on  which  no  v^ilue  was  to  be  (et  in  the  oahmce 
of  compenfation.  I  alfo  dated  the  podible  cafe  of  France  having  loll 
part  of  what  die  deemed  her  integral  dominions,  indead  of  having  added 
to  them,  in  the  courfe  of  the  war ;  and  whether  then,  under  the  appre- 
henfion  of  ftill  greater  lodes,  the  government,  as  it  was  now  compofed, 
ihould  condder  ttfelf  as  not  veded  with  powers  fufficient  to  fave  their 
cot^ntry  from  the  impending  danger,  by  making  peace  on  the  condition* 
of  facrificii^  a  portion  of  their  dominions  to  fave  the  remainder.. 
M.  Delacroix  faid,  this  was  dating  a  cafe  of  neceflity,  and  fuch  a  mode 
of'  reafoning  did  not  attach  to  the  prefent  circumdances.  1  readily  ad- 
mitted the  fird  part  of  this  propodtlon ;  but  contended,  that  if  the  power 
exided  in  a  cafe  of  neceffity,  it  equally  exided  in  all  others,  and  parti-  . 
cularly  in  the  cafe  before  us,  dnce  he  himfelf  had  repeatedly  told  me,  that 
peace  was  what  this  country  and  its  government  widied  for,  and  even 
panted. 

M,  Delacroix,  in  reply,  (hifted  his  ground,  and  by  a  ftring  of  argu- 
ments, founded  on  preraifes  calculated  for  this  purpofe,  attempted  to 
proTe,  that  from  the  relative  dtuation-of  the  adjacent  countries,  the  pre- 
sent Government  of  France  would  be  reprehenftble  in  the  extreme,  and 
deferve  impeachment,  if  they  ever  fufiered  the  Netherlands  to  be  feparated 
from  their  dominions  ^  that  by  the  partition  of  Poland,  Rudia,  Audria, 
and  Prudia,  had  increafed  their  power  to  a  mod  formidable  degree;  that 
England,  1^  its  conqueds,  and  by  the  adivity  and  judgement  with  whic(& 
ft  governed  its  colonies^  ha4  doubled  its  ftiength.  ,  Your  Indian  empiit 
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sloncy  (aid  M.  Delacroix  with  Tehemcnce,  has  enabled  yoa  to  fobfidize 
all  the  powers  of  £urope  againft  ds»  and  your  monopoly  of  trade  has  pot 
yoo  in  pofleffioii  of  a  fund  of  inexhauflible  wealth.  His  words  were » 
••  Vatrt  tmpvrt  dams  Vlnde  'Vomu  afiumi  Us  moyens  dejalarier  toutts  Us  fuff- 
**  fances  canln  noust  et  njoms  an)e%  aecafari  U  comnutct  de  manikre  ^  ioittes 
••  'Us  rkbfffes  dm  mondt  ft  nferfent  dans  i/oj  c\ffres" 

From  the  neccflity  that  France  (hould  keep  the  Netherlands  and  the 
left  bank  of  the  Rhine,  for  the  parpofe  of  prcierving  its  relative  fitoation 
ID  Europe,  he  paffed  to  the  advantages  which  he  contended  would  refolt 
to  the  other  powers  bv  (uch  an  addition  to  the  French  dominions.  .  Bd- 
gidm,  (to  ofe  his  word,)  by  belonging  to  France,  would  remove  what  had 
been  the  fource  of  all  wars  for  two  cehturies  pail ;  and  the  Rhine,*  being 
the  natural  boundary  of  France,  would  infure  the  tranquillity  of  Europe 
for  two  centuries  to  conie.  I  did  not  feel  it  neceflary  to  combat  this  pre- 
pofterous  do^rine;  I  contented  myfelf  with  reminding  him  of  what  he 
had  faid  to  me  in  one  of  our  laft  conferences,  when  he  made  a  compariibn 
of  the  weaknefs  of  France  under  its  monarchs,  and  its  ftrength  and  vigour 
under  its  republican  form  of  government*  *'  Hams  nefomnus  pUts  dams  la  df- 
**  crefitstde  dt  Us  France  mtmarcbique^  mats  dans  tostte  la  force  d'mme  refuhh^ 
'*  adoUfcente"  was  his  expreflion ;  and  I  inferred  from  this,  according  to 
his  own  reafoning,  that  the  force  and  power  France  had  acquired  by  its 
change  of  government,  was  much  greater  than  it  could  derive  from  any 
acquifition  of  territory ;  and  that  it  followed,  if  France,  when  under  a 
Itgal  formof  Bovemmentwas  a  very  juft  and  conflant  objed  of  attention, 
not  to  fay  of  jcaloufy,  to  the  other  powers  of  Europe,  France,  (admitting 
bis  axiom)  was  a  much  more  rcafonable  objedl  of  jtaloufy  and  attentioD, 
under  its  prefent  conilitution,  than  it  ever  had  yet  been ;  and  that  no  ad- 
dition to  Its  dominions  could  be  fecn  by  its  neighbours,  but  under  impref- 
fions  of  alarm  for  their  own  future  fjifety,  and  for  the  general  tranquillity 
of  Europe,'  M.  Delacroix's  anfwcr  to  this  was  fo  remarkable,  that  I 
mod  beg  leave  to  infcrt  it  iu  what  I  believe  to  be  nearly  his  own  words: 
•*  Dans  U  terns  revolutionaire  tout  ce  fue  *vovs  dites,  vry  Lord,  etosi  *vrai^-'riem 
•'  tt'egahit  notre  pmiffance;  matt  ce  terns  nexifte  pirns.  Nous  ne  poss^cons  fltu 
•*  le^er  la  nation  en  ntaffe  pottrnfaUr  amfecoun  de  la  patrie  en  danger.  Nans 
*'  ne  potevons  plus  engager  mos  conc/tojens  d'ouvrtr  Uurs  hwffes  pour  Us  nierfer 
•*  dans  U  trefor  national ^  et  defe  printer  meme  du  necejfaire  poor  le  hiem  de  la 
"  chofe  ptthliqtte"  And  he  ended  by  faying,  that  the  French  Hepublique, 
when  at  peace,  neccffarily  muft  become  the  moft  quiet  and  pacific  power 
in  Europe.  I  only  obfcrved,  that  in  this  cnfe  the  pafTage  of  the  Republic, 
from  youth  to  decrepitude,  had  been  very  fudden  ;  but  that  ftill  1  never 
could  admit,  that  it  could  be  a  matter  of  indifference  to  its  neighboun, 
much  lefs  one  neceflary  fecurity  to  itfelf,  to  acquire  fuch  a  very  extenfivc 
addition  to  its  frontiers,  as  that  he  had  hinted  at. 

This  led  M.  Delacroix  to  talk  of  offering  an  equivalent  to  the  Em- 
peroribrthe  Auftrian  Nctherlapds ;  and  it  was  to  be  found,  accordmg  to 
his  plan,  in  the  fecularization  of  the  three  ecclefiaftical  ekdorates,  and 
feveral  bilhoprics  in  Germany  and  in  Italy. 

He  talked  upon  this  fubje^  a^  one  very  famUiar  to  him,  and  on  which 
his  thoughts  had  been  frequently  employed. 

He  (poke  of  making  new  electors,  and  named,  probaWy,  with  a 
view  to  render  his  fchcme  more  pahtahle,  the  Stadtholaer  and  the  Dukei 
of  Brurfwick  and  Wurtemburg  as  perfons  proper  to  replace  the  three  cc- 
clermfticzl  tlc^ors  which  were  to  be  re-formed* 
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It  would  be  making  an  ill  ufe  of  your  Lord(hip^  tjnie  CD  endeavour 
to  'repeat  to  you  all  he  faid  on  this  fubjedt ;  it  went  In  fubftaoce  (as  he 
htrafelf  confciTcdjto  the  total  fubverOoD  of  the  prefent  conftitutioa  of  the 
Germanic  body ;  and  as  it  militated  'dire^^ly  againd  the  prpciple  whicb 
both  His  Majefty  and  the  Emperor  laid  down  lb  diilin£lly  as  tha  bafisoC 
the  peace  to  be  made  for  the  empire^  I  contented  myfelf  with  remising 
him  of  this  circumdaoce,  particularly  as  it  is  impofiibie  to^ifcufs  this  point 
with  any  propriety  till'his  Imperial  Majcfty  becomes  a  party  to  the  ne- 
gotiation. 1  took  this  opportunity  of  hinting,  that  if  on  all  the  other 
points  France  agreed  to  the  propofals  now  made,  it  would  not  be  impoifi- 
ble  that  fome  incrcafe  of  territory  might  be  ceded  to  her  on  the  Ger* 
manic  fide  of  her  frontiers^  and  that  this,  in  addition  to  the  duchy  of 
Savoy,  Nice,  and  Avignon,  would  be  a  ver)*  great  acquifition  of  Arength 
and  power.  M.  Delacroix  here  agAin  reverted  to  the  conilitution,  and 
faid,  that  thefe  countries  were  already  conilitutionally  annexed  to  France* 
I  replied,  that  it  was  impoflible,  in  the  negotiation  which  we  were  be- 
ginning, for  the  other  powers  to  take  it  up  from  any  period  but  that 
svhich  immediately  preceded  the  war,  and  that  any  acqCiifition  or  di^ 
jninution  of  territory  which  had  taken  place  among  the  belligerent 
powers  tince  it  firH  broke  out,  mufl  neceflarily  become  fubje6t  matter  foe 
negotiation,  and  be  balanced  againd  each  other  in  the  final  arrangement 
of  a  general  peace.  You  then  pcrfift,  faid  M,  Delacroix,  in  applying 
this  principle  to  Belgium  ?  I  anfwered,  moft  certainly  ;  and  1  ihould 
not  dc<il  fairly  with  you  if  I  hcfitated  to  declare,  in  the  outfet  of  our  ne- 
gotiation, that  on  this  point  you  mud  entertain  no  expectation  that  Hit 
Ma  jelly  will  relax,  or  ever  confcnt  to  fee  the  Netherlands  remain  a  part 
of  France. 

M.  Delacroix  replied,  he  faw  no  profpe^  in  this  cafe  of  our  ideas 
ever  meeting,  and  he  defpaired  of  the  fuccefs  of  our  negotiation.  He 
returned  again,  however,  to  his  idea  of  a  poffible  equivalent  to  be  found 
for  the  Emperor ;  but  as  all  he  propofcd  was  the  alienation  or  difmember* 
roent  of  countries  not  belonging  to  France,  eves  by  conqucfl,  I  did  not 
confider  it  as  defer ving  attention,  and  it  is  .oertainly  not  worth  repeating 
to  your  Lordfhip. 

I  need  not  obferve  that  all  the  equivalents  propofed,  however  Inade^L 
quate  to  the  exchange,  were  offerecl  as  a  return  for  our  confent  that  the 
Netherlands  fliould  remain  part  of  France,  of  courfe  the  admitting 
them  in  any  (hape  would  have  been  in  diredt  contradiction  to  my  in- 
ilruCtions. 

M.  Delacroix  touched  very  flightly  on  Italy  i  and  the  courfe  of  our 
converfation  did  not  bring  this  part  of  the  fubjeCt  more  into  dif- 
cuflion. 

I  rood  add,  that  whenever  1  mentioned  the  rcftoration  of  the  Nether- 
lands to  the  £mperor,  I  always  took  care  it  (hould  be  underflood  that 
|hefe  were  to  be  accompanied  by  fuch  fcrther  ceHions  as  ihould  form  ft 
competent  line  of  defence,  and  that  France  could  not  be  permitted  to 
keep  poiTeflion  of  all  the  intermediate  country  to  the  Rhine ;  and  I  par- 
ticularly dwelt  on  this  point,  when  I  held  out  the  poilibility  of  admitting 
an  extenfion  of  the  limits  of  France  on  the  fide  of  Germany.  But  at 
the  French  Minider  no  lefs  firenuoufly  oppofcd  the  refiitution  of  the 
Netherlands  to  the  Emperor,  than  I  tenacioufly  iofiited  upon  it,  the 
fanher  extenfion  of  my  claim  could  not  of  courle  become  a  fubjoS  of 
argument. 
.  i  be)ieve|  have  noWf  with  ^  tolerable  degree  of  accuracy,  infiarroed 
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your  Lor<!(hip  of  til  that  the  French  Mtnifter  faki  on  my  opening  my- 
Iclf  to,  him  on  that  part  ot  niy  inflru<f^icms  which  more  immediately 
relates  to  peace  between  Great  Britain »  his  Imperial  Majefty,  and  France, 
It  remains  wi^h  me  to  inform  your  Lordlhip  ivhat  palled  between  us  on 
thefubje6t  of  our  rcipe^ivc  allies. 

On  the  anicles  rcicrving  a  right  to  the  Court  of  St.  Pctcrlburgh,  and 
to  that  of  Li{bon»  to  accede  to  the  treaty  of  peace  on  the  iit\i\  J!atai  omU 
helium^  the  French  Min^fter  made  no  other  remark  than  by  menttoniog 
the  allies  of  the  Republic,  tend  by  inquiring  whether  I  was  prepared  to 
fay  any  thing  relative  to  their  intereits,  which  certainly  the  Republic 
could  never  abandon.  This  afforded  me  the  opportunity  of  giving  in 
the  confidenrial  memorial  B.  relative  to  Spain  and  Holland,  and  I  pre- 
faced it  by  repeating  to  him  the-Tubfbnce  of  thefirfl  part  of  yourLord- 
lhip*8»  No.  12. 

Although  I  had  touched  npon  the  fubje6t  of  the  Spaoilh  pan  of  St. 
Domingo,  when  I  had  been  fpeaking  to  M.  Delacroix  on  the  peace 
with  France,  yet,  as  it  did  not  become  a  matter  of  difcuffion  between 
Qs  till  I  came  to  mention  the  peace  with  Spain;  I  thought  it  better  to 
place  all  that  palled  on  the  fubje£t  in  this  part  of  my  difpatch  ;  it  was 
the  only  point  on  which  he  entered,  but  I  by  no  means  infer  from  bis  not 
l^inging  forward  fome  claims  for  Spain,  that  we  are  not  to  hear  of  any 
in  the  courfe  of  the  negotiation  :  on  the  contrary,  I  have  little  doabt 
that  many,  and  moft  of  them  inadmifEble,  will  be  made  before  it  can 
end.  He,  however^  was  filent  on  them  at  this  moment,  and  confined 
all  he  had  to  fay  to  combating  the  idea  that  Spain  was  bounds  by  the 
treaty  of  Utrecht,  not  to  alienate  her  poiTef&ons  in  America.  I  had  the 
article  copied  in  my  pocket,  and  I  read  it  to  him.  He  confefled  it  was 
clear  and  explicit,  but  that  circuindances  had  fo  materially  altered  fince 
the  year  17 13,  that  engagements  made  then  ought  not  to  be  conlidered  as 
in  force  now.  I  faid,  that  the  fpirit  of  the  article  itfelf  went  to  provide 
for  didaut  contingencies,  not  for  what  was  expeded  to  happen  at  or  near 
the  time  when  the  treaty  was  made,  and  that  it  was  becaufe  the  altera- 
tion'of  circumdanceii  he  alluded  to  was  forefeen  as  poflible  that  the  cbufe 
was  infertcd  ;  and  that  if  Spain  paid  any  regard  to  the  faith  of  treaties, 
ihe  mult  conlider  herfelf  as  no  lefs  Uriftly' bound  by  this  claufe  now  than 
at  the  moment  when  it  was  drawn  up.  I  went  on,  by  faying,  that  it 
did  not  however  appear  quite  impoffible  that  this  point  might  be  fettled 
without  much  dilficulty ;  and  that  means  might  be  devifed  that  his  Ca- 
tholic Majelly  Ihould  not  bi*eak  his  faith,  and  both  England  and  France 
be  equally  fatisfied.  I  then  held  out  to  him,  but  in  general  terms,  that 
cither  Spain  might  regain  her  part  of  St.  Domingo,  by  making  Ibme 
conliderable  ceflion  to  Great  Britain  and  France,  as  the  price  of  peace, 
or  that,  in  return  for  leaving  the  whole  of  St.  Domingo  to  France,  we 
iliould  retain  either  Martinico  or  St.  Lucia  and  Tobago.  M.  Delacroix 
liilened  with  a  degree  of  attention  to  thefe  propofals,  but  he  was  fearful 
of  committing  himfelf  by  any  exprefiion  of  approbation,  and  he  dif- 
mifled  the  fobje^  of  the  Court  of  Madrid,  by  obferving,  that  France 
never  would  forfake  the  intereils  of  its  allies. 

Our  converfation  on  thofe  of  its  other  ally,  Holland*  was  much 
longer,  as  the  wording  of  the  memorial  inevitably  led  at  once  deep  into 
the  fubje^. 

M.  &ela<;roiz  affe6led  to  treat  any  deviation  from  the  treaty  of  peace 
coiicluded  between  France  and  that  country,  or  any  tcftoration  of  tcrri- 
tocita  acquired  under  that  ueaty  to  France,  as  quite  impradicsdrlc*    He 
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inzted,  i($  (qusl]y  inipr;£liCHble»  any  attempt  ^t  reApriqg  t)ie  j^fiqeaf 
form  of  fpTrpmintnt  in  the  Seven  United  Provinces.  If  e  talkec)  with  ?4 
air  of  triumph  of  the  e{Ublin>i^eDt  of  a  national  convefition  s^t  tl^c 
Hague,  and  with  an  a&^ation  of  feeling,  that  by  it  the  c^ufe  of  free? 
dom  had  extended 'H^^)^  9y^^  ^^^  ^  ^^^i^  number  of  people.  He, 
how<ver»  was  ready  J^  .confefs,  that,  from  the  great  lofles  the  Dutcl} 
Republic  had  fuQaiqed  in  jts  cobnies,  and  particularly  from  the  vveiik 
manner  in  which  they  ha4  defended  iheqi,  it  could  not  be  e^cpecfted  th^ 
His  Jilaj^fty  vould  confet^t  to  a  full  and  complete  reflitution  of  tbem| 
and  that.it  was  reafonsble  that  fome  fliould  be  (acrificed ;  and  he  a4.c(| 
gne,  if  I  cguld  inform  bim>  how  far  our  views  extended  on  this  point  ? 
I  faid,  I  h44  reafon  to  believe  that  what  His  Majefty  would  require  woul4 
be  poiTeiTiQns  and  fettiements  which  would  not  add  either*  to  the  power 
fMT  wealth  of  our  Indian  dominions,  hut 'only  tend  to  fecure  to  us  their 
ia£e  and  ui>molefte4  poUeiTton.  *^  You  mean,  by  this,"  faid  M.  Dela* 
croix,  "  the  Cape  and  Trincomale."  I  f;ud,  they  certainly  came  under 
that  defcripfion,  and  I  faw  little,  profpeft  of  their  being,  reilored  to  the 
J!)u{ch«  M.  Dejacroi^  launched  forth,  on  thisj  into  a  mod  iai^oure  <  cif^ 
fertation  on  the  value  of  the  Cape,  of  p.QodHope,  which  he  did  oq^ 
f:pf^G4tr  ataU  as  a/^r/  ^e  rtlache^  but  as  a  polTcffion  whicb^  yi  our  hand.% 
would  become  one  of  the  moil  fertile  and  moil  productive  colonies  \^, 
xhe  £ali ;  and;  according  to  his  eiliination  of  it,  he  did  n,ot  fc;  upje  to 
^rtj  that  it  would  ultimately  be  aa  acquidtipn  of  infinitely  greai^r 
iiBport^nce  Xfi  England  than  that  of  the  Netherlands,  to  France  :  and|  if 
a^quieiced  in,  (Uould  be  reckoned  ai  a  full  and  ample  CQmpenfatldn  for 
ihem.  He  added,  "  If  you  are  matters  of  the  Cape  and  Tripcomalei 
^p  fliall  hold,  all  our  /ettlemeuts  in  India,  and  the  iHands  .of  Francp 
and  Bourbon,  entirely  at  the  tenure  of  your  will  and  pleafure;  they 
ivill'bie  -ours  only  as  long  aa  you  chuie  we  fhould  retain  th^cm.  You 
will  be  (ible  matters  in.  India,  and  we  (hall  be  entirely  dependent  pj^n 
yo^."  I  repeated  to  him,  that  it  was  as  noeans  of  dcfenoe,  not  ot  otr 
U^tft,  that  jtheie  poiTcttions  would  be  infitted  on,  ,and  that  it  the  matter 
was  fairly  and  difpallionately  difcufTed,  he  would  find  that  they  attordea 
lis  ^  greajt  additional  Cecurity,  but  no  additional  power  of  attack,  eyeji 
ff  we  were*  difpofed  to.ditturb  the  peace  of  rhat  part  of  the  world.  ]|f 
a^efe,  and,  perbaps,  fome  fejiv  other  not  ]Pery  material  fettlemems  bc« 
iQnging  to  the  Dutch,  wcsc  to  be  infitted  upon,  and  if  he  would  bp 
f  leafed  to  enumerate  all  we  fliould  ttill  have  to  rettore  to  them,  wbib 
f|\ey  had  jQQ,thin^  to  ccttore  to  England,  it  was  ImpofTible  not  to  coniider 
Xbe  terips  Ofx  which  His  Majetty  propofed  peace  to  Holland  as  generou^ 
|lod  liberjiU 

M.  Delacroix  wjui  not  at  all  difpofed  to  agree  with  me  o^  this  pointy 
jaod  ikid,  lloUand,  ftript  of  cheCe  polTeffions,  would  be  ruined.  He  then 
^Id  out,  .but  as  if  ^e  idea  h^  jutt  eroded  his  mind,  the  {>onjbility  of 
^dcnuiifyinf:  the  Du^cn  for  their  ioiles  in  India,  by  giving  them  fi 
^r4^  of  ^ecruoiry  toiwards  the  Meufi;,  (I  could  not  fiiul  out  whether  l^e 
^EDi^usK  Alx  Ja  kCJbapelle,  Liege^  or  the  countries  of  Juliers  and  fierg) 
|ipd  hinte^f  that  i/this  was  not  to  be  done,  an  additional  fugar  iflaud 
jfOghx^  perbai^,  be  ceded  to  the  Dutch  Republic.  I  told  him,  gll  this 
laiight  become  a  fubje^  of  futurje  difciittiou,  and  I  conceived^  that  if  .lyo 
i^uld  a^^e  upon  the  more  <e0cotial  points,  the  trea^  would  not  breajc  ^ 
on  thei^  (econdarv  con fider^t ions.  Our  converfation  had  now  been  c^* 
Sa^vm^]^  Xotif^^Q  M.  Delacroix  ended  by  fa)  ing«  tlyit  although  k 
#kco  AV^  A^^i)^  \o  flvMur  with  jtte  tkys  ij^  ujj^o^i  the  j:^bjc 
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•  xniift  not  cofifider  any  thing  he  fajd  at  binding,  or  at  pled^ng  the  Re- 
publicy  till  fuch  time  as  he  had  laid  the  papers  I  had  given  him  oefore  the 
Diredlory ;  apd,  in  order  to  do  this  witfl  more  accuracy,  be  again  aiked 
me,  whether  in  his  report  he  was  to  flate  the  difoniting  Belgium  from 
France  as  ^fine  qua  non  from  which  His  Majefty  would  not  depart.  I  re- 
plied, k  moft  certainly  was  a  Jiite  qua  non  from  which  Hit  Majcfty  would 
not  depart ;  and  that  any  propofal  which  would  leave  the  Netherlands  an* 
nexed  to  France  would  be  att^rnded  vi^th  much  greater  benefit  to  that 
power,  and  lofs  to  the  allies,  than  the  prefent  relative  lltnation  of  tbcbd* 
iigerent  powers  could  entitle  the  French  Governroc-nt  to  expe{^, 

M.  Delacroix  repeated  his  concern  at.  the  peremptory  way  in  which  I 
made  this  affertion,  and  alkcd,  whether  it  would^admit  of  no  modifica- 
tion ?  I  replied,  if  France  could,  in  a  contre  frojet^  point  oot  a  pra^Hca- 
ble  and  adequate  one,  ftill  keeping  in  view  that  the  Netherlandt  muft  not 
be  French,  or  likely  again  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  France,  fuch  a  pro- 
pofal  might  cettainly.be  taken  into  confideration. 

M.  Delacroix  by  no  means  encouraged  me  to  explain  myfelf  nK>re 
fully ;  he  repeatedly  faid,  that  this  difiiculty  relative  to  the  Netherlandt 
was  one  which  could  not  be  overcome. 

Juft  as  I  was  taking  leave  of  him,  he  begged  me  to  explain  what  was 
meant  by  the  words  in  the  Mcmoire  (A)  in  the  ^th  paragraph,  beginning 
df  s'ftttcttdre  mutuelie meat  fur  Us  moyens  d'ojfurer,  and  ending  at  Leurs  poffef" 
jitms  rr/ptSrvei.  I.toki*  him,  it  referred  to  the  deilruAive  fyftem  adopted 
by  France  in  the  Well  Indies,  and  went  to  cxprefs  a  wilh,  that  the  two 
powers  (hould  agree  on  fome  general  and  uniform  fyftem  of  internal  po- 
lice in  the  fettlements  there,  which  would  contribute  to  the  fecurity  of 
thefe  poiTeifions  to  the  refpedive  countries,  and  at  the  fame  time  to  the 
bappinefs  of  every  defcription  of  inhabitants  in  them. 

M.  I>elacroix,  a  little  hurt  at  my  exprelTton  relative  to  the  fyftem' 

adopted  by  France,  endeavoured  to  recriminate  on  us ;  but  he  ended  hf 

faying,  that  they  fhould  certainly  be  willing  to  concur  in  any  arrangement 

relative  to  the  negroet  which  did  not  militate  againft  the  princsplet  of 

.  their  conftitution. 

Here  our  conference  ended ;  and  as»  during  the  whole  courfe  of  It,  I 
bore  in  my  mind  the  poiTibility,  that  although  this  our  firft  might  be  the 
only  favourable  opportunity  I  Ihould  ever  have  c^f  fpeaking  on  the  general 
principles  on  which  His  Mtfjefty  was  difpofed  to  treat,  I  endeavoured,  by 
adverting  more  or  leis  to  almoft  every  point  an  my  inftrudlions,  to  enable 
M«  Delacroix  (if  he  reports  faithfully)  to  ftate  to  the  Dire^ory  what  I  find 
in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  put  it  out  of  their  power  to  roifconceive  what  were 
Hit  Majcfty 's  intentions,  to  remove  att  poflibility  of  cavil  on  this  cafe,  and 
to  bring  them  to  a  clear  and  diftindl  anlwer  whether  thev  would  agree  to 
open  a  negotiation  on  the  principle  of  the  ftattts  ante  beitumy  or  on  one  dif- 
fering^ from  it  only  in  form,  not  in  fubftance«  I  kqpe,  in  attempting  to 
do  this,  I  did  not,  in  the  firft  inftance,  commit  myfelf,  or  di(cover  more 
of  my.  inihrudUons  than  it  became  me  to  do,  and  that  in  the  convcrfation 
with  M.  Delacroix  nothing  «fcaped  me  which  might,  at  fome  fnbfcquent 
period,  hnrt  the  progreft  of  the  negotiation.  I  have,  I  believe,  given  thit 
conference  nearly  verbatim  to  your  Lordihip ;  and  I  was  particulaify 
anxiout  to  do  this  corre^y  and  minutely,  at  well  that  vou  may  judge  an 
the  propriety  of  what  I  faid  myfelf,  as  that  what  M.  Doacroix  laid  to  me 
may  )}e  accurately  known,  and  remain  on  record. 

It  muft,  however,  be  remembered  (as  I  obfenred  in  the  beginning  of  this 
'  iitpatch}  that  he  fpoke  from  faimfcif,  at  Mimfier^  indeed,  but  not  Boder 
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the  immediate  infiniflions  of  the  Diredoiy ;  and  this  confideration  will 
take  a  little  away  from  the  fiilgularity  ox  fome  of  the  poiitions  he  ad* 
yanced, 

I  confefi,  my  Lord^  from  the  civility  of  his  manners,  and  fxom  his 
af^rent  readinefs  to  difcufs  the  fubjed,  the  impTeiHon  which  remained 
on  my  mind«  on  leaving  him,  wa^*  that  the  negotiation  would  go  on^  bat 
be  liable  to  fo  manydimculties,  and  fome  of  them  fo  nearly  inl'ur mount- 
able,  that,  knowing  as  I  do  the  opinion  of  the  Diredory,  I  faw  little 
profped  of  its  terminating  fuccefsfuUy.  But  I  did  not  expe^  the  conduct 
of  the  Diiedlory  would  immediately  be  fuch  as  to  evince  a  manifeft  incli- 
nation, and  even  determination,  to  break  oflFon  the  firil  propofals;  and  J: 
was  not  a  little  furprized-at  receiving,  pn  Sunday,  at  thfce  P.  M.  the  in- 
Qloied  letter  A  (rom  M*  Delacroix.  He  fent  it  by  the  principal  Secretary 
of  his  department  (M«  Guiraudet}  who  communicated  to  me  the  original 
of  the  arrSte  of  the  Diiedtory.  of  which  this  letter,  abating  the  alteratioiv 
in  the  form,  is  a  literal  copy.  After  peru£ng  it,  I  alked  M<  Guiraudet, 
whether  he  was  informed  of  its  contents,  and  this  led  to  a  (hort  cenverfa- 
tion  on  them,  -I  told  him  that  both  the  demand^  were  fo  unexpeded, 
that  I  could  not  reply  to  them  off  hand  ;  that,  as  to  the  fird,  it  was  quit^ 
unufual  to  iign  memorials  which  were  annexed  to  a  note  actually  flgned, 
and  that  I  fcarcely  felt  my felf/ authorized  to  depart  from  what  was,  I  be- 
lieve, an  invariable  rule.  That,  as  to  the  fecond  demand,  made  in  fo 
peremptory  and  ^nprecedented  a  way,  I  could,  without  much  hefitatioii, 
fay,  at  once,  that  it  could  not  be  complied  with.  M.  Guiraudet  la- 
mented this  much,  and  faid,  that,  this  being  the  cafe,  he  feared  our  prin« 
ciples  of  negotiation  would  never  coincide.  I  agreed  witH  hii^  in  my  ex« 
preffions  of  con6em.  We  converfcd  together  afterwards  for  fome  time, 
put  nothing  paifed  at  all  worthy  reipark,  I  told  him,  I  (hould  fend  my 
anfwer  the  next  day.  On  refleding  more  attentively  on  the  requeil  that  | 
would  fign  the  two  memorials  which  I  had  given  in,  it  ftruck  me  that  the 
complying  with  it  pledged  me  to  nothing,  that  it  was  merely  gtatifying 
them  on  a  point  infided  on  peevi(hly,  and  that  the  doing  it  would  put  them 
(till  more  in  the  wrong. 

As  to  the  ftrange.  demand  of  an  ultimatum,  it  was  perfeAly  clear  whaf 
it  became  me  to  fay ;  and  I  hope  that  in  the  inclofed  anfwer  B.  (which  ) 
fent  yefterday  morning  at  twelve  o'clock)  to  M.  Delacroix,  I  fhall 
be  found  to  have  adhered  as  clofely  as  poffible  to  the  fpirit  of  my  in-* 
ftrudlions. 

Yefterday  evening,  at  half  paft  nipe,  M.  Guiraudet  brdught  me  the? 
note  C,  to  which  I  immediately  replied  by  the  note  D.  They  require  nq 
comment ;  and  as  I  intend  leaving  Paris  to-morrow,  and  travelling  with 
all  convenient  fpced,  I  (hall  fo  foon  have  it  in  my  power 'to  fay  the  littk 
which  remains  to  fay  relative  to  this  fudden,  though,  perhaps,  not  un- 
looked-for, clofe  to  my  million,  that  I  need  uot  trefpafs  9fiy  farther  ovk 
your  Lordihip's  patience. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c, 

(Signed)        MALMESBURY. 

P.  S.  I  thought  it  would  be  proper  for  His  Majefty's  Minifter  at  Vienna 
to  receive  the  earlieft  intelligence  of  the  negotiation  bebg  broken  ofif,  I 
therefore  have  difpatched  a  meiTenger  to  Vienna  with  a  cooy  of  the  feveral 
papen  which  have  paffed  between  me  and  M.  Delacroix  itnce  our  confer- 
ence, and.alfo  a  fuccindl  account  of  what  pafled  on  it^  The  meiienges 
left  this  place  to-day  at  three  o'clock  ?.  M. 

JH^bi  Hon.  LordGregvilte,  f^c.  '  M« 

4  B  9  . 


J, 
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No.  31. 
.       (A,) 

Sir,  ToTh^  %%'th  Ffmmrt,  fDece^ber\2)  $fhjfedr. 

THE  fejcctttdVfc  Dirtiflory  has  heard  the  r«rdih|;  of  the  official  ndUe 
fi^n^  hy  you,  and  of  two  cotiftdentiaL  m^rnoriib  withoot  fi^ttaM, 
^hich  were  aiineied  to  it,  and  which  yoa  garc  in  to  nie  yeftcrday.  t  aAi 
thatgcd  e^tprcfsly  by  the  Dinedory  to  declare  to  you,  that  It  cannot  Mfia 
to  any  cohndendil  note  without  a  fignature,  and  to  xfeq«!tc  of  foo  to 
>ive  in  to  the,  officially,  within  foar-tmd-twctity  hburi,  your  khtmmtwm^ 
ugncd  by  yon. 

AccctJt,  6if,  the  afluraace  of  tcCf  high  confiteatioA, 

(Signed)        CHv  DELAGltOfX. 

No.  32, 

COPY.  tB).  Park,  i^th  BhU^A-,  \J^. 

tdRD  MAL!\^ESBURV,  iki  ahfx^er  fO  the  Ittfe'r  which  the  V&tiMt 
for  Forelgtt  Affairs  had  the  gdMrtefs  to  tranfitiit  to  him  through  thehahds 
yjf  the  Secretary  Genetal  of  his  depart i¥yeht,riiuft  remarfc,  thlt  in  figflinj; 
the  official  note  which  he  guv6  in  to  t^ht  Minififer,  bv  order  6f  his  Court, 
ti'e  ttiought  h^  had  Complied  with  all  the  ufual  formalities,  ihd  had  giveh 
tW  necejTary  authenticity  to  'thfe  Wo  cohfidfeAtial  ttiemoriits  ^Vhich  wetfc 
annexed  to  it,  NeVe'rthelefs,  to  tenKiVc  all  dlffictiltics,  as  fJir  Islifcs  ifthh 
j56wer,  he  willingly  adbpts  the  forms  wtiich  ate  poifittd  out  by  the  refolu- 
tidn  of  the  Executive  Direftory,  and  hkftens  to  fttid  to  the  Minifter  fdr 
f'orcign  Affairs  the  two  memorials  figned  by  his  hand. 

\Vi'th  refpeft  tb  thcpOfitive  demand  Of  an  ultimdium,  Lof4  Malmcfbufjr 
t)bferv^s,  that  infifting  on  that  point  ih  fo  pfcrernptory  a  iftaAn'er,  befoife 
the  two  powers  Vhall  hk\''e  c6mmuiUcafed  to  cacil  other  their  rfefpeAivfc 
preteAfiorts,  and  thkt  the  artidies  of  the  'futorfe  treaty  ftiallhivc  been  fub- 
Hiitted  to  the  difcoffions  which  the  diflbrent  interefts  which  are  to  \^  ad- 
jufted  neceffarily  demand,  is  to  (hut  the  door  agairift  all  ncgotittioft.  Ht, 
thei'efore/can  add  nothing  to  the  affurarices  ivhich  he  has  already  given  to 
thfe  Minifter  for  i?oreign  Affairs,  as  wfeU  by  word  Of  mouth,'  as  in  his 
bfficiai  ftdte;  and  h'e  fepcats,  that  he  is  ready  to  enter  ivith  that  Miniftet 
iftto  evefy  ek'plknkttop  of  which  t^e  ftate  arid  progfefs  of  the  ne^oiiatioH 
may  admit,  and  that  he  will  not  fail  to  enter  into  the  difcoffion  of  thfc 
rbpofals  of  his  Court,  or  of  amy  counter  proje'8  njohich  may  he  delivered  to 
/w,  on  the  part  of  the  ExeculhOe  DireSiory,  with    that  candOur   ahd  that 

fpirit  of,  conciliation  VhicH  correfpond  with  tlie  juft  and  ^ciific  fenti* 
fnents  of  his  Court.  * 

'  lofd  Malnfjefbury  requeffs  the  Minifter  for  Foreign  Alfeirs  to  accept  tht 
lilbi^anc^  of  bis  high  conilderatioh. 


No.  33. 

¥h6  tiiiderfigned  Minifter  for  'Foreign  Affairs  it  charged  by  the  fix- 
ecirtive  Diredoi^  to  anfwer  Lord  Malmeibucy's  two  notes  of  the  27th  and 
a9th  Frimairc,  (17th  and  i^th  liecember,  6.  S.)  that  the  Execuuve  Di- 
rc^ory  will  liftca  t^  no  propofals  contran'to  ihe  conftitutioo^  to  thclawf^ 
ami  to  the  treaties  which  bind  the  RepubUc. 
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And  al  Lord  MalibeilraVf  annoBiices  at  evtery  t^mauYiicatidn^  ihat  he  is 
in  want  of  the  opinion  of  hift  Gourt,  from  which  it  refults  that  be  a^  a  part 
merely  paffive  in  the  negotiation,  which  renders  his  prefence  at  Vim  ufe* 
left  r  th^  undetfi^ned  k  fkrtli^  duurged  to  give  liidi  notice  to  depart  from 
Paris  ineight-and-fortyhourt«  with'all  the  ptrfons  who  have  accompamed 
and  followed  him,  and  to'^uic,  as  expeditiouA)'  as  poffibk,  the  terricoty 
^f  the  Republic*  The  underfigned  declves,  moreover,  in  the  name  of 
the  Executive  Dire^ory,  that  if  the  Brkifh  Cabinet  is  defitous  of  peace, 
the  t^xecQtive  DiredoiT^  is  ready  to  follow  the  negotiations,  aecordmg  to 
the  bails  laid  down  in  the  pmcnt  no€e«  by  the  reciprocal  channeb  of- 
couriers. 

(Signed)  CH.  DELACROIX^ 

Pdrit,  2^h  Frimaiff  Ci<)tb  Dectmher) 

^th  year  of  the  French  Refublkf  me 
indiwfible*^ 


No.  34. 
(D.) 

LORD  MALMESBURY  haft^ns  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the 
note  of  the  Miniftcr  for  foreign  Affairs,  dated  yefterday.  He  is  pr^vr- 
ine  to  quit  Paris  to-ifiorrow,  and  demands,  in  confequence>  the  neceuaxy 
pauports  for  himfelf  and  his  fuite. 

He  raquefts  the  Minifter  for  Foreign  Affairs  to  accept  the  aflunBkces  Of 
ills  )iigh  confideration. 

Jftji'/Zj  zoth  Dec*  1 796» 

DECLARATION. 

THE  Negotiation  which  an  anxious  defirc  for  the  reftoratioa  of  peace 
bad  induced  His  Majeily  to  open  at  Paris,  having  been  abruptly  lertt^i natad 
by  the  Frdnc^  Government,  the  King  thinks  it  due  to  himfelf  and* hia 
people  to  date,  in  this  public  manner,  the  circumflanccs  which  have  pre- 
ceded and  attended  a  tranfadion  of  fo  much  ipoportance  to  the  general  iii- 
tereds  of  Europe. 

It  is  Well  known  that  early  in  the  prefect  year.  His  Majeily»  laying 
afide  the  confideration  of  many  circumflances  of  diiEcidty  and  difcon- 
ragement,  deternMited  to  take  fuc^  fteps  as  were  beft  calculated  to  c^ma 
the  Way  for  negotiation,  if  any  correfponding  deiire  prevailed  on  the  part 
*  'of  his  enemies.  He  dire^d  an  overture  to  be  made  in  his  nailie  by « hit 
Snifter  in  Swifferland,  for  the  purpofe  of  afcertaining  the  difpolitiolis  of 
the  French  Govchrnment  with  refpcdl  to  peace.  The  anfwer  which  he  re- 
ceived in  return  was  at  once  haughty  and  evafive  :  it  affected  to  qudlion 
the  ftncerity  of  thofe  difpofitions  of  which  His  Majefty's  condud  affbrddd 
ifo  unequivocal  a  prooi;  it  raifed  groundlefs  objedlions  to  the  mode  of 
negotiation  propoie4  by  His  MajcHy  (that  of  «  general  Congreft,  hxf 
f^hich  peace  has  fo  often  been  reftorcd  to  Europe;}  but  it^udioufly 
paiTed  over  in  filence  His  Majefty's  defire  to  learn  What  other  mode 
would  be  preferred  by  France.  It  at  the  fame  time  aflerted  a  ,princtple« 
which  was  dated  as  an  indifpeafable  preliminary  to  aU  negotiation ;  a 
principle  under  which  the  terms  of  peace  muft  have  been  regulated,  not 
hy  the  ufual  cdnfiderations  of  juilice,  policy,  and  reciprocal  convenience; 
Imt  by  an  implicit  fubmiifionon  the  part  of  all  other  powers,  to  a  claim 
iftoiio^  *pn  toe  internal  law«  and  fepaxate  cooftitutioa  ol  Fnmce^ju  having 
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fiill  aothority  to  faperfede  the  treaties  entered  into  by  independent  ftatcs, 
to  Mvcro  their  interefts^  to  controul  their  engagements^  and  to  difpofe  of 
tbeir  dominions. 

A  pictenfion  in  itfelf  fo  extravagant,  could  in  no  inftance  have  beca 
admitted,  nor  even  liftened  to  for  a  moment.  Its  application  to  the  pre- 
lent  cafe  led  to  nothing  lefs  than  that  France  flioold,  as  a  prdiminarf  so 
all  difcttffion,  retain  nearly  ^  her  conquefts,  and  thofe  particularly  ki 
vhich  His  Maje0y  was  moft  concerned,  both  from  the  ties  of  intmft, 
and  the  facred  obligations  of  treaties :  that  ihe  (hoold,  in  like  manner* 
xecover  back  all  that  had  been  conquered  from  her  in  every  part  of  the 
world ;  and  that  fhe  (hould  be  left  at  liberty  to  bring  forward  fach  fir- 
ther  demands,  on  all  other  points  of  negotiation,  as  fuch  unqualified 
fnbmiflion  on  the  part  of  thofe  with  whom  (he  treated  could  not  fidl  to 
produce. 

On  fuch  grounds  as  thefe,  it  was  fufficiently  evident  that  no  negotiation 
could  be  eiUbli(hed  :  neither  did  the  anfwer  of  His  Majefty's  enemies 
aflfbrd  any  opening  for  continuing  the  difcuffion,  fince  the  mode  of  nego- 
tiation offered  by  His  Majefty  had  been  peremptorily  rejeded  by  tbem« 
and  no  other  had  been  ftated  in  which  they  were  willing  to  concur. 

His  Majefty  was,  however,  not  difcouraged  even  bv*'  this  refult  from 
flill  purfning  fuch  roeafures  as  appeared  to  him  moft  conducive  to  the  end  of 
peace ;  and  the  wi(hes  of  his  ally,  the  Emperor,  correfponding  witl^  thofe 
which  His  M^jefty  had  manifefted,  fentiments  of  a  fimiUr  tendency  were 
cxpneffed  on  the  part  of  his  Imperial  Majefty  at  the  time  of  opening  the 
campaign :  but  the  continuance  of  the  Umt  fpirit  and  principles  on 
the  part  of  the  enemy  rendered  this  fre(h  overture  equally  unfuccefsful. 

While  the  Government  of  France*thus  perfifted  in  obftrudting  every  mea- 
Ibre  that  could  even  open  the  way  to  negotiation,  no  endeavour  was  omitted 
to  miflead  the  public  opinion  throughout  all  Europe  with  refpcO)  tf)  the 
leal  caufe  qf  the  prolongation  of  the  war,  and  to  caft  a  deqbt  on  thofe 
diipofitions  which  could  alone  h?ve  didlated  the  fteps  taken  by  His  Ma- 
jefty and  his  augnft  ally. 

In  order  tQ  deprive  his  enemies  of  all  poifibility  of  fubterfuge  or  cva- 
fion,  and  in  the  hope  that  a  jnft  feufe  of  the  continued  calamities  of  war, 
and  of  the  increafmg  diftrcfies  of  France  herfelf,  might  at  length  have 
led  to  more  juil  and  pacific  difpofitions,  His  Majedy  reviewed  in  another 
form,  and  through  tne  intervention  of  a  friendly  power,  a  propoial  for 
opening  negotiations  for  peace.  The  manner  in  which  this  intervention 
was  received,  indicated  the  mod  hoftile  difpofitions  towards  Great  Britain, 
and  at  the  fame  time  afforded  to  all  Europe  a  ftrikine  inftance  of  that  in- 
jurious and  offenfive  condu6l  which  is  pbferved  on  the  part  of  the  French 
Government  towards  all  oxher  countries.  The  repeated  overtures  made 
in  His  Majefty 'sjiame  were  neverthelefs  of  fuch  a  nature,  that  it  was  at 
laft  found  impoflible  to  perfift  in  the  abfolute  reje^on  of  them,  withoat 
the  dire^  and  undifguifed  avowal  of  a  determination  to  refufe  to  Europe 
all  hope  of  the  rcftoration  of  i;ranquillity.  A  channel  was  therefore  at 
length  indicated  through  which  the  Government  of  France  profeflTed  itfelf 
willing  to  carry  on  a  negotiatron,  and  a  readinefs  was  expreued  (though  in 
terms  far  remote  from  any  fpirit  of  conciliation)  to  receive  aMinifter,  au- 
thorized by  His  Majefty  to  proceed  to  Paris  for  that  purpofe. 

Many  circumftances  might  have  been  urged  as  affordmg  powerful  mo- 
tives againft  adopting  th^s  fuggeftion,  until  the  Government  of  France  had 
given  lome  indication  of  a  fpirit  better  calculated  to  promote  the  fucceis 
oi  fuch  a  miOion,  and  to  meet  thefe  advances  on  the  purt  of  Great  Bii* 


.> 
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taiiu  ^  The  Kiog^t  defire  for  the  xeftoiatioix  of  general  peace  ob  joft  and 
hononrable  terms,  his  concern  for  the  interefts  of  his  fobjedlsi  and  hit 
determination  to  leave  to  his  enemies  no  pretext  for  imputing  to  him 
the  con^eq^cnces  of  their  own  ambition,  induced  him  to  overlook  every 
fuch  coniideration,  and'  tm  take  a  flep  whicb  thefe  reafons  alone  could 
juftify. 

The  repeated  endeavours  of  the  French  Government  to  defeat  this 
miflion  in  its  outfet,  and  to  break  off  the  intcrcourfe  thus  opened,  cvea 
before  the  firft  fteps  towards  negotiation  could  be  taken ;  the  indecent 
and  injurious  language  emploved  with  a  view  to  irritate ;  the  captious 
and  frivolous  objeAions  raifcd  for  the  purpofe  of  obftru^ine  the  pto- 
grefs  of  the  difcuflion ;  all  thefe  have  fufficiently  appeared  from  the 
official  papers  which  paiTed  on  both  fides,  and  which  axe  known  to 
all  Europe. 

.  But  above  all,  the  abrupt  termination  of  the  negotiation  has  afibided 
the  moft  conciuiive  proof,  that  at  no  period  of  it  was  any  real  wUh  for 
peace  entertained  on  the  pan  of  the  Freach  Government. 

After  repeated  evafion  and  delay,  the  Government  had  at  length  con- 
iented  to  ddablilh,  as  the  bafis  of  the  negotiation,  a  principle  prppofed  bjr 
His  Majedy,  liberal  in  its  own  nature,  equitable  towards  his  enemies,  and 
calculated  to  provide  for  the  interefts  of  his  allies,  and  of  Europe.  It 
had  been  agreed  that  compensation  (hould  be  made  to  France,  by  propor* 
tionable  n«irutions  from  His  Majefty's  conquefts  on  that  power,  for  thofe 
arrangements  to  which  (he  (hou)d  be  called  upon  to  confent,  in  order  to 
fatisfy  the  juft  preteniions  of  his  allies,  and  to  preferve  the  political  ba* 
knee  of  Europe.  At  the  defiie  of  the  French  Government  itfelf,  me- 
morials were  prefented  by  His  Majefty's  Miniftec,  which  contaihed  the 
oBtltnes  of  terms  of  peace,  grounded  on  the  bafis  fo  eftabli(hed,  and  in 
which  His  Majefty  propofed  to  carry  to  the  utmoft  poflible  extent  the  ap* 
plication  of  a  principle  fo  equitable  with  refped  to  France,  and  fo  liberal 
on  Hb  Majefty's  part.  The  delivery  of  thefe  papers  was  accompanied 
by  a  declaration  expre&ly  and  repeatsdlv  made  TOth  verbally  and  in  writ* 
inev  that  His  Majel^y's  Minifter  was  willing  and  prepared  to  enter,  with 
a  u>irit  of  conciliation  and  fairnefs,  into  the  diicunion  of  the  difierent 
points  there  contained,  or  into  that  of  any  other  propofal  or  fcheme 
of  peace,  which  the  French  Government  might  wiih  to  fubftitute  ia 
itt  place. 

In  rqply  to  this  communication,  he  received  a  demand,  in  form  the 
moft  Omifive,  and  in  fubftance  the  moft  extravagant,  that  ever  was  made 
in  the  courfe  of  any  negotiation.  It  was  peremptorily  required  of  him, 
that  in  the  very  outfet  of  the  bufinefs,  when  no  anfwer  liad  been  given  by 
the  French  Government  to  his  iirft  propofal,  when  he  had  not  even  learnt, 
in  any  regular  (hape,  the  nature  or  extent  of  the  objef^ions  to  it,  and 
much  lefs  received  from  that  Government  any  other  o&r  orplan  of  peace, 
lie  (hould  in  twenty-four  hours  deliver  in  a  ftatement  of  the  final  terms  to 
which  his  Court  would  in  any  cafe  accede.  A  demand  tending  evidently^ 
to  (hut  the  door  to  all  neeotiation,  to  preclude  all  difcuffion,  3l  explana* 
tion,  all  poffibility  of  &c  amicable  adjnftment  of  points  of  difierence. 
A  demand  in  its  nature  prepofterons,  in  its  execution  impradlicable,  fince 
k  is  plain  that  no  fuch  ultimate  refolution  refjpe^ng  a  general  pbn  of 
peace  ever  can  be  rationally  formed,  much  leu  declared^  wfthout  know- 
ing what  points  are  principally  objeAed  to  by  the  enemy,  and  what  fa- 
ciUties  he  may  be  willing  to  ofier  in  return  for  conceffion  in  thofe  re<r 
fpefis.    Having  declined  compliance  with  this  dema^id,  and  explained  the 
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icafooi  whiA.ien4e>ed  it  wadoiiffibie,  hat  lutdng^  at  the  £unc  txa^,  os* 
fnCslf  lencwod  the  decliratioii  of  hit  raadiods  to  ei^ter  into  the  difeofioB 
of  the  proposal  he  had  eonvcycd,  or  of  any  other  which  might  be  cooi- 
vusicated  to  him,  the  King's  Minifter  received  no  other  anfwer  than  an 
abmpt  command  to  qoit  Paria  in  fbrty^cbh^haan.  Jf»  in  addiden  to 
fuch  an  infult,  any  farther  proof  were  neceflary  of  the  difpofmons  of  tbofe 
fay  whom  it  was  ofiei^,  fuch  proof  would  be  ahondaotly  (bppiicd  from 
^tht  concents  of  the  note  in  which  this  order  was  conveyed.  The  mode  of 
negotiation  on  which  the  French  Government  had  itfelf  initfted  is  there 
■nefiody  and  no  pra^icable  means  left  open  for  treating  with  tffeft* 
Inrbafis  of  negotiation  fo  receqtly  eftablilhed  by  mutual  conknt  is  there 
dKfclaimed,  and^  in  its  room,  a  principle  clearly  ioadmifiible  is  re-aflencd 
m  the  only  ground  on  which  Fnnce  can  consent  \o  treats— the  very  £uiic 
principle  which  had  been  brought  forward  in  reply  to  His  Majtfty's  fidt 
overtures  from  SwifCerbmd»  which  had  then  been  sejeded  by  His  Majefty, 
hut  which  now  appears  nev^to  hare  been,  in  faft,  abandoned  by  the  Go- 
vernment of  France,  however  inconfifient  with  that  on  which  they  had 
•Korefsly  agreed  to  treat. 

It  is  therefoie  necciTary,  that  a|l  £orope  fiiould  onderftand,  «that  die 
fiipture  of  the  negotiation  at  Paris  does  not  a  rife  from  tlie  failure  of  any 
inceie  fittempt  on  the  part  of  Fnnce  to  reconcile^  b^  fair  di£:ofion,  the 
views  and  intbrefts  of  the  contending  powers.  Such  a  difcoffion  hu  bom 
ntpeatodly  invited,  and  even  folicited  on  the  part  of  His  Majcfty,  bnt  has 
been,  in  the  firft  inftance,  and  abfolntely,  precluded  by  the  aA  of  the 
French  Govemnoent. 

It  arifes  ei^clufively  from  the  determination  of  that  Government  to  ic- 
jtEL  all  means  of  peace :  a  determination  which  appeared  but  too  ftrbngly 
in  all  the  preliminary  dtfcuffions ;  which  was  clearly  manifcfted  in  the  de- 
mand of  an  ^iima$um  made  in  the  very  outiet  of  the  negotiation ;  hot 
which  is  proved  beyond  all  poflibility  of  doubt,  by  the  obftinate  adherence 
to  a  claim,  which  never  can  be  admitted  ;  a  claim,  that  the  Gooftmdien 
which  that  Government  affe^s  to  put  (though  even  in  that  telpc^  unfiip- 
ported  by  the  fad)  ofi  the  internal  conftitution  of  iu  own  couorry»  ihall  foe 
received  by  all  other  iwtions,  as  paramount  to  every  knonm  principk  of 
public  law  in  Europe,  as  fuperior  to  the  obligations  of  treaties,  to  thetiQ 
cf  common  intereft,  to  the  moft  preifing  and  urgent  confidexarionaof  ge» 
neral  fecurity. 

On  fnch  groande  it  is  that  the  French  G<Kwcmmcat  has  abmptlf  tetmi- 
nated  a  negotiation,  which  it  commeooed  with  rdudance,  and  conduded 
wtdi  eveiy  indication  of  a  rtfolutioato  prevent  its  final  fuoceft.  On  theft 
motives  it  is,  that  the  farther  ofl^iiioB  of  blood,  the  coatHMied  calamities  of 
vrar,  the  interruptions  of  peaceable  and  fr>xidly  inteicouxie  among  nan^ 
kind,  the  prolonged  d^refles  of  Europe,  and  the  aocnmuiatQ^  mi(criBi 
•f  France  itielf,  are  by  <he  government  of  that  country  #o  be  juftificd 
so  the  wolld. 

iiisMajefty,  who  had  entered  into  the  negotimion  w^A  ^ooMAt^ 
imIio  has  fufei^  no  impediment  to  prevent  his  profecatin^  it.vuhjeameft* 
■eft  and  iineerity,  has  now  ofdy  to  lament  its  abrupt  gemmation  ;  andi» 
IKaew,  in  the  faoe  of  a\l  Europe,  the  folcnm  declaration,  that,  irhcnever 
his  enemies  (hail  be  diipofed  to  enter  on  the  work  of  goeral  paci&»cian 
Mi«lpirit  of  cencibatRon^nd  equity,  nothing  (hall  be  wanting  on  his  past 
to  contribute  to  ^e  accompUfhment  of  thait  great  •objed,  with  a  yiaw^^to 
which  he  has  already  ofered  fuch  conftdorable  facsifices  .on^hia  part,  and 
which  is  n^w  retarded  only  by  the^olbttaqit  pcemafiona of  Uacuemies. 
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Mr.  LONG  prefented  the  bill  for  the  better  Maintenance  and 
Support  of  the  Poor»  and  moved  that  the  bill  (hould  be  read  a  firft 
time.  Agreed  to.  Mr.  Loi^  then  faid,  that  Mr.  Pitt,  who  was 
abfent  through  indifpoGdony  wi(hed  the  bill  to  be  read  a  firft  and 
fecond  time,  and  committed  before  the  rccefs,  sind  recomnutted  after 
the  recefs.  He  therefore  moved  that  the  bill  be  read,  now,  a  fey 
cond  time.   *  Agreed  to. 

The  commitment  of  the  bill  was  ordered  for  Saturday, 

Friday^  30/A  December. 

Mr.  WHITBREAD  faid,  that  as  it  was  generally  known  that 
a  Subfitttary  Treaty  at  prefent  €xlfled,  and  had  done  fo  for  fome 
cimey  l)etween  His  Majefly  and  tiie  Prince  of  Heflfe  Darmftadt,  he 
was  very  much  furprized  fo  long  a  time  (hould  have  elapTed  widx-. 
out  fudi  treaty,  or  a  copy  thereof,  having  been  laid  on  the  table  of 
Aat  Houfe.  He  dierefore  hoped  the  right  honourable  the  Chancdlof 
of  the  Eicchequer  would  explain  the  reafon  why  the  treaty  had  not 
been  laid  before  the  Houfe. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  ftid,  diat  by  fome  onexpeAed  cireutti'* 
ftanoes  which  had  occurred,  the  ratifications  had  not  been  excharfged, 
which  he  believed  was  die  reafon  why  the  treaty  had  iK3t  bc^  laid 
Ml  the  table. 

Mr.  WHITBREAD  moved,  that  a  copy  of  the  fubfidtaiy  treaty 
jiyove  mentened,  ligned  on  die  9ih  of  June,  1796,  be  laid  befon? 
the  Houfe. 

Agreed  fo. 

Mr.  WHITBREAD  then  faid,  that  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer had  given  repeated  proofs  that  he  was  determined  on  every 
occaiion  that  he  thought  proper,  to  fend  the  money  of  the  people 
of  this  country  out  of  the  nation,  for  the  purpofe  of  fubfidizing  foreign 
Prinets,  or  for  any  other  purpofes  which  he  liked,  without  die 
knowltfdlge  or  comfeiit  of  Parliament.  The  nature  of  this  treaty 
led  him  to  ftippofe,  that  annongft  the  reft  of  the  Princes,  to  whom 
wuifMf  had  In  this  way  been  remitted,  there  nnlft  almoft  of  courfe 
te  foffie  lotise  Prince  of  Hefle  Darmftadt.    He  therefore  moved*^ 

^^  That  an  accoant  be  laid  before  die  Hotrfe  of  fuch  fums,  if 
My  Airs  wtra,  t»  had  been  iilued  to  die  Prince  of  Hefle  Dantiftad^ 
jli  coRfaquence  iKf  die  (aid  treaty.'' 

AgfMd  to. 

Mr*  CbaAcelkif  PITT  moved  the  order  of  the  day  for  faWflf 
telD  cMfitemlon  His  Ma jefty's  mefTage ;  it  behig  accordmgly  ttad 
Hal  OMiTy  lia  addteffed  the  Hoofe  to  the  fdlowing  efl^ , 
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The  motion  which  it  now  becomes  my  duty  to  bring  forward,  ia 
Confequertce  of  His  Majefly's  mod  gracious  communication  to  this 
Houfcy  unquefttonably  involves  in  it  many  great  and  important  con* 
iiderations.  Whatever  difference  of  opinion  may  take  place  upon 
many  of  the  topics  to  which  I  fhall  be  under  the  neceffity  of  advert- 
ii\gy  there  is  one  circumflance  on  the  prefent  occafion,  in  which  un- 
fortunately we  muft  all  agree,  in  viewing  with  the  deepcft  regret  (he 
fudden  flop  which  has  been  put  to  that  negotiation,  .by  jwi  hich  wc 
fondly  hoped  we  fhould  at  lad  have  been  relieved  from  the  contcft 
in  which  we  for  fome  time  pad  have  been  engaged  ;  a  conteft  into 
which  we  were  forced  againft  our  will ;  a  contcd  produced  by  the 
manifed  and  repeated  aggrediuns  of  an  imperious  enemy  ;  a  don- 
ted  undertaken  on  our  part  from  motives  of  inevitable  ncceility ; 
undertaken  to  prefcrve  and  maintain  our  independent  rights  and  li- 
berties as  a  nation ;  undertaken  to  prefervc  the  very  exidence  of 
our  civil  Conditution  \  undertaken  in  defence  of  the  general  po- 
licy and  fecurity  of  Europe  ;  undertaken  from  a  due  and  (acred 
regard  to  that  good  faith  which  we  had  pledged  to  our  allies ;  it  was. 
Sir,  from  the  union  of  all  thefc  caufcs,  from  the  combination  of  all 
thcfe  powerful  motives,  we'  were  forced  into  a  date  of  warfare,  and 
while  thcfe  caufcs  and  motives  continued  to  operate,  we  likewife 
were  d{itermined  to  perfeverc.  At  thc^fame  time,  bowevcr,  that 
we  were  determined  with  manly  courage  to  perfeverc,  while  war 
{hould  continue  to  be  a  matter  of  neceflity,  it  was  a  perfcverence 
carried  on  under  the  hope  and  wifli  of  accelerating  and  embracing 
the  earlied  opportunity  of  making  a  fecure  and  permanent  peace ; 
but  unfortunately;  in  confequcnce  of  what  has  recently  taken  place, 
we  are  for  the  prefent  again  difappointed.  Whatever  has  been  the 
caufe  of  this  difappointment,  and  the  caufe  of  it  I  (ball  prefently 
have  occadon  to  date,  it  is  a  difappointment  which  every  man  of 
reikfiion  mud  deeply  feel,  and  none  furely  more  than  myfelt  Ad* 
ditional  anxiety,  indeed,  attaches  itfelf  to  me  in  confequcnce  of  my 
perfonal  fituation ;  but,  as  I  have  jud  remarked,  upon  general  prin* 
ciples  of  humanity,  it  mud  to  every  individual  be  a  fubjedt  of  the 
mod  fincere  and  unfeigned  regret,  difappointment,  and  mortification. 
Let  me  add,  however,  by  way  of  confolation,  that  it  is  regret  without 
defpondency,  it  is  difappointment  without  dcfpair.  v  We  have  not 
ourielvcs  to  Uame  for  the  misfortune  ;  it  arifes  from  the  abfurd  and 
exorbitant  prctcnfions  of  our  enemies.  Let  us  now  remember  our 
duty  we  come  here  to  perform  ;  we  are  calmly  and  impartially,  to 
review  the  caufcs  which  have  led  to  this  event ;  we  are  to  confider 
what  are  the  fentiments  which,  from  a  review  of  thcfe  caufes,  wc 
ought  to  be  induced  to  entertain :  what  is  the  conduA  ve  ou|ght  Id. 
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purfue ;  what  is  the  duty  we  have  to  perform  to  His  Majefty  ;  and 
what  additional  efforts  are  Aill  neceflary  to  be  made.     As  to  the 
next  point   which  I  (hall  have  to  confider,  I  cannot  expe6t  equnl 
unanimity  ;  not,  however,  that  it  is  much  more  complicated^  al-. 
though,  undoubtedly)  not  fo  felf- evident.     I  allude  to  the  failure 
of  the  negotiation,  in  point  of  terms,  and  which  renders  a  continu* 
ance  of  the  war  neceflary ;  biit  have  we  not  the  confolation  that  the 
aggrciTion  has  uniformly  been  on  the  fide  of  the  enemy,  and  thai 
nothing  has  been  y^anting  on  the  part  of  this  country  to  reftore 
peace,  on  the  grounds  on  which  peagc  alone  would  be  defirable  i 
When  we  wifti  for  peace,  we  wifti  for  a  fecure  ?ind  permanent  peaces 
and  the  fecure  and  permanent  po(&flion  of  thofe  bldHngs  with  which 
peace  is  accompanied.     If,  with  our   ardent  defire  of  peace,  we 
have  qualified  the  fteps  which  we  have  taken  to  procure  it,  by  s^ 
due  regard,  to  thefe  objects,  we  fhall  not  fintd  our  endeavour  has 
6een  v/ithout  its  advantage ;  we  (hall  hs^ve  proved  to  all  EvropCa 
to  whom   aimbitious  and  unreafonable  pretentions   ought   to   be: 
<^fcribed  ;  *wc  may  expedl  from  the  refult  of  fuch  a  condu£t  to  fee 
England  united,  and  France  divided*.     In  this  quedion,  we  (ball 
h^ve  to  confider,  not  merely  what  h^s  been  our  own  condu6l,  or 
ratfiet  the  condudl  of  that  part  of  the  Government  which  has  tbc^ 
managenient  of  fuch  concerns,  but  we  (ball  alfo  l^ve  to;  (ronfidcf. 
the  condu<^  of  the  enemy  in  the  manner  in  whidi  our  offers  have 
been  rejed\ed,  in  the  peremptory  and  abrupt*  manner  in  which  the 
negotiation  has  been  broken  off ;  in  haying,  I  fay,  infulted  your 
^mbalTador,  in  having  rejeded  your  propo(ition$,  and  not  produced 
even  the  fenniblance  of  terms  in  return.     U^der  ;dl  thefe  circum* 
(lances,  I  (hall  be  anoniftied  to  find  that  gentlemen  have  any  thing 
to  offer  in  palliation  of  fuch  an  outrage.     They  cannot  furcly  ast 
men,  or  as  ffatefmen  impreffed  with  the  feelings  of  genuine  patrio- 
tifm,  alledge  any  thing  in  extenuation  of  fo  grofs  an  infult  of&red  to 
this  country.     The  two  great  confideraiions,  then,   Sir,  arc,  firfl, 
what  fentimenCs  ought  we  to  exprefs  to  His  Majeffy  on  this  OQQa* 
iion  ;  and  then  combining  the  offers  made  by  His  Majefty  with  the 
conduct  that  has  been  adopted  on  the  part  of  his  enemies,  what  ia 
the  duty  we  are  bound  to  perform  for  the  purpofe  of  fecuripg  our 
own  happinefs  and  profperity^  and  preferving  our  own  liberties  and 
independence.     It  will  not  be  neceffary,  I  prefume,  to  date  particu<% 
larly  the  ffeps  which  were  taken  by  His  Majeffy  and  .his  ally  the. 
Emperor,  at  an  early  period  of  the  conteff.  We  aSre  all  aware,  that, 
in  March,    1796,  an  offer  was  made  tO  treat  in  that  way  which 
has  been  the  moft  accuftomed,   which  has  been  fai^ioned  "by  th^. 
yfagc  and  pradUce,  and  approved  by  the  gencxal  experien^ce  of 
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lutioittk  That  ofler  was  met> ,  on  the  part  of  the  enanj,  by  ad« 
vaneiag  a  Preliminary^  which,  whatever  cavils,  (excufe  the  cxpref- 
flon,}  whatever  opinion  may  be  entertained  relative  to  it,  by  any 
MenibeF  of  diis  Hooie,  is  of  fuch  a  nature,  that  no  man  living  can 
ferioufly  juflify  and  ftipport  it.  The  anfwcr  to  Mr.  Wickham  is 
Ibimded  upon  what  France  chufes  to  call  the  law  by  which  (he  is 
inviolably  bound.  What  law  r  A  private  law  of  their  own  making, 
a  mere  internal  regulatbn!  71)is,  Sir,  is  the  afiertion  of  a  principle 
at  once  annulling  all  treaties,  in  open  defiance  of  the  indcpendant 
^hts  of  Europe,  and  the  oniverfally  received  maxims  and  laws  of 
nations  ;  fuch  a  principle  can  never  be  defended.  It  is  fiated  in 
the  recital  of  His  Mttjefty's  declaration,  that  His  Majcftythe  Em- 
peior,  in  fpite  of  that  anfwer,  and  which  certainly  more  particularly 
alpplicd  to  htm,  at  the  opening  of  the  campaign,  and  fubfcquent  to 
the  expiration  of  the  armiftice,  ihewed  his  readinefs  to  co-opente 
with  His  Britannic  Majcfty,  in  the  fame  dedrable  puribit.  .This 
o9br,  I  obferve,  was  made  immediately  after  the  armifUce,  at/ the 
beginning  of  this  trying,  tins  eventful  year,  the  eveiite  of  vfhich 
have  fo  completely  eftablifhed  the  high  charader  of  that  Court  and 
Monarch,  at  a  time  when  his  hopes  were  higheiV,  knd  no  rcverfe  of 
fertune  had  ye^  taken  place.  How  was  this  offer  revived  ?  In|he 
ftme  manner  our  own  was  treated :  not,  indeed  in  all  refpedls  ;  for 
dumgh  the  anfwer  was  nearly  in  the  fame  tone,  and  talked  of  the 
ihdncerity  of  the  offinr,  there  wcro  added  fevcral  objcflions  in  point 
of  form  and  etiquette  as  to  the  name  and  ftile  of  the  Dircdor}\ 
The  refult  of  the  whole  was,  that  they  gave  no  credit  to  his  fincc* 
ffty ;  but-  if  he  was  fcrious  he  might  fend  a  Plcnipotcntiaiy  to  Paris, 
ID  treat  with  them  in  a  manner  coniii^nt  with  the  laws  of  France! 
His  Majeffy  has  told  the  world  in  his  declaration,  that  in  fpite  of 
all  thefe  difeouraging  circumflances,  yet  in  hopes  that  the  calami- 
nes of  war  might  at  laft  create  on  the  part  of  France,  a  difpoficion 
which  might  lead  to  peace,  he,  again,  without  any  invitation  from 
the  enemy,  without  their  having  retraced  one  forbidding  or  un« 
fneholy  fentiment,  renewed  his  propC>ra]  for  opening  a  negotiation 
in  another  form.  The  circumflance  dcfervcs  to  be  particubiiy 
mentioned.  When  debates  took  place  here,  whether  it  was  at  all 
conf^lUmt  with  policy  to  open  a  negotiation,  it  was  contended  that 
the  mere  idea  of  opening  a  negotiation  by  no  means  implied  any 
thing  humiliating  Tliere  were  in  pradlice,  it  was  faid,  various 
ways  of  founding  Courts  and  Governments,  for  the  purpofe  of  be- 
coming acquainted  with  their  real  intentions  and  difpofitions :.  but 
if  there  was  any  one  mode  more  unexceptionable  than  another,  it 
was  that  which  was  next  adopted^  an  application  tturough  the  mc- 
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^ium  of  a  Bcutral  Minificr^  in  order  to  t(hlbX\Qx,  on  an  equal  foot* 
ing»  fome  reciprocal  mode  of  mutual  arrangementy  and  that  neutral 
power  was  6xcd  upon,  which  (bme  gentlemen  were  in  the  habit  of 
quoting,  as  afibrding  a  (hiking  illuftrationof  the  attention  of  France 
to  rh^  rights  of  neutral  and  independent  nations.  The  Minifter  of 
the  Court  of  Denmark  mad<  an  application  in  the  name  of  His 
Britannic  M ajefty,  not  even  ezpiefling  a  delire  to  know  the  difpo- 
fition  of  the  enemy,  or  the  means  by  which  a  negptiation  might  be 
carried  on,  or  any  one  point  which  might  recq»ocally  be  touched 
upon,  but  merely  to  know  if  they  would  fend  palTports  for  a  Pleni- 
potcntiaiy  to  be  fcnt  by  His  Ms^fty  to  Pans.  How,  Sir,  was  this 
applicition  receive^  I  For  Ibme  time  no  anfwer  was  made  \  at  laft 
the  Danifli  Minifter  is  informed,  not  by  a  written  anfwer  to  a 
written  note,  but  verbally,  that  if  a  Minifter  was  fent,  they  might 
fend  him  paflports  when  he  arrived  at  their  frontiers  !  If  there  hzd 
been  the  mofi  remote  defire  on  the  part  of  His  Majefty  and  iiis 
Minillers  to  retard  the  psQgrcfs  of  the  negotiation,  was  not  this 
enough  to  jufttfy  diem  in  abaodonii>g  die  attempt  ?  From  fuch  a 
temper  of  mind  being  difplaycd  on  the  part  of  the  enemy,  could 
they  pofllibly  have  been  Mamed,  had  no  farther  overture  been 
made  }  But  (b  anxious  were  ihey,  if  poffible,  to  obtain  the  blcffings 
of  peace,  ths|t  they  refolved  to  furmount  thefe  difficulties,  and  a  flag 
of  truce  was  fent  6ver,  charged  witl>  a  commiffion  iimilar  to  what 
had  been  given  to  the  DanUh  Minifter.  After  a  time,  the  requeft 
was  granted  by  the  French  Qovcrnment,  not  willingly,  but  of  ne-> 
ceflity — for  from  the  various  ciircumftanccs  both  antecedent  and  fub- 
fequent  to  former  applications,  they  found  themfelves  compelled  to 
comply  with  it.  We  then  had  a  way  opened  to  bring  forward 
propoHtions,  but  under  circumftances  which  afforded  no  great  hopes 
of  leading  to  a  fpeedy  accommodation  ;  rather  the  reverie*  Those 
CQuld  be  but  fmall  expedatiohs  they  would  keep  pace  with  our  ad- 
vances, as  from  the  general  complexion  of  the  buftnefs,  it  appeared 
probable,  that  to  afibrd  any  chance  of  fuccefs  at  all,  it  would  remain 
with  His  Majefty  to  bring  forward  fpecific  terms.  In  this  difficult 
fituation,  the  firft  objefl  of  His  Majefty's  Plenipotentiary  was  to  do 
what  is  conformable  to  common  fenfe  and  eftabliftied  ufage  in  fuch 
cafes,  but  which'  now  became  peculiarly  necelfary  ;  I  mean,  to  for 
fome  acknowledged  bafis,  upon  which  each  party  might  come  for- 
ward with  fome  degree  of  certainty  of  arrivii^  at  the  deBred  obje£t. 
It  is  unneceftary  furely  to  bring  forward  precedents  to  (hew  the  pro- 
priety of  this  mode  of  condo£k.  How  roafonable  is  it  in  itfelf,  in^ 
qrder  to  avoid  the  labyrinth  of  imperdnent  or  unneceiiary  difcuffion, 
that  we  fliQidd  be  fiimUbedisith  adue  for  our  oondu^  and  direc* 
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tion !  But  how  pcculiarljr  neccffary  was  it,  when  wc  had  nothing 
to  afk  for  ourfelves,   but,  on  the  contrary,  much  to  give  away  ? 
When,  however,  for  our  ally,  there  was  fomething  which  in  honour 
wc  were  bound  to  afk  ;  when,  for  the  general  interefts  and  public 
tfanqurllfty  of  Europe,  there  was  much  to  afk  !  when  we  had  to 
combat  principles  fo  hoftile  to  the  \zvrs  of  nations,  to  the  good  faith 
of  independent  Powers,  and  the  inviolability  of  the  moft  important 
and  facred  treaties.  What  then)  Sir,  is  the  bafis  propofcd  ?  V  That 
compenfation  fliould  be  made  to  France  by  proportionable  rcftt- 
tution  from  His  Majefty*s  conqucfts  on  that  power,  for  th'ofc  ar- 
rangements to  which  (he  (hould  be  called  upon  to  confent  In  order 
CO  fatisfy  the  juft  prctcnfions  of  his   allfes,  and  to  prcfcrvc  the 
political  balance  of  Europe."      In  this  there  is  to  be  found  no 
motive  of  low,  fordid,  and  fclfifh  intereft  ;  wc  propofcd  to  give  up 
what  the  valour  of  England  had  acquired,  not  to  aggrandize  our- 
felves in  ^hy  other  manner,  but  to  prefcrve  our  good  feith  to  thofq 
who  have  a  right  to  rely  on  it,  and  to  promote  the  general  fecurity 
and  happincfs  of  Europe.     To  alfl  on  truer  principles  of  national 
bommi'  IS  utterly  impoflible.   It  docs  hap|)en.  Sir,  that  in  the  courfc 
of  the  difcuflTion  an  additional  proof  is  given  of  the  inveterate  dif- 
pofition  of  the  enemy ;  before  it  could  poflibly  be  undcrftood  that 
this  was  meant  to  be  rejcfled,  they  make  a  call  on  His  Majefly*s 
Plenipotentiary  for  iiis  ultimatum  within  twcnt)'.four  hours  ;  but 
this,  either  from  the  firm  condufl  which  Lord  Malmcfbury  adopted, 
•  r  from  fomc  urknown  prudential  r^afon,  was   not  infifted  upon. 
Still,  however,  this  bafis  was  not  a^rreCd  to.      Let  us  rccolledl  what 
was  the  opinion  of  the  public  on  the  cccation.      I  fpeak  only  of 
what  was  the  general  line  of  opinion,  and  I  at  Icaft  know  not  the 
porfon  Kho  was  not  pcrfuadcd  that  this' bafis  was  not  acceded  to  on 
the  part  of  the  enemy.     Thcfc,  however,  who,  in  this  countr}',  arc 
in  the  habit  of  approving  the  condudl  of  the  French,  (Ifpcak  not 
now  of  what  paiTes  within  thefc  walls,  but  of  the  difcuilion  which 
takes  place  in  pamphlets  and  other  publications,)  thofe  Englifh  Ad- 
vocates of  French  principles  and  pra6\ice,  openly  condemned  the 
offered  bafis  as  altogether  unrcafonable,  and  juftificd  the  conduct  of 
tbc  French  in  rcjeding  it.     His  Majefty's  Minifters,  neverthelefs, 
pcrfcvered  <  the  French,  at  laft,  unequivocally  acknowledged  and 
received  it,  becaufe,  Sir,  they  could  not  refnfe  it  upon  any  approved 
principle,  and  thus  ailbrded  the  flrongeft  jx^flTible  proof  of  the  offered 
bafis  being  fcir  and  reafonable.    The  bafis  being  thus  accepted  and 
acknowledged,   it  became  a  queftion»what  (hould  be  the  particular 
terms.     According  to  the  efiablifhed  ufagc  of  negotiation,  particu- 
lar terms  arc  never  mentioned  by  either  party  at  tj^tc  outfpt ;  yet  not- 
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withi^anding  all  the  advantages  that  had  been  given  up^  and  all  the 
conccITions  already  made,  >^hat  is  the  demand  of  the  enemy  i  That 
without  any  difclofure  of  terms,  or  even  opinion  on  their  part,  and 
merely  after  a  flew  and  formal  acknowledgement  of  the  bafis,  His 
Majefty's  Plenipotentiary  (hould  fpecifically  bring  forward  the  ternas 
of  the  Britilh  Cabinet.  It  is  unneccffary  to  ftate  how  great  the  pre- 
liminary difHcultics  in  bringing  forward  terms  are  in  all.  cafes,  con- 
fcquently  at  all  times  it  has  beca  ufunl  to  divide  them,  and  each 
party  has  offered  his  terms  as  nearly  at  the  fame  time  as  poffiblc. 
There  is  in  any  other  mode  a  material  advantage  conceded,  parti- 
cularly when  one  patty  is  thus  called  upon  to  give  the  value  at  which 
he  eAimates  the  conqueAs  he  has  made  ;  and  hotv  mi\ch  more  i$ 
this  ad'^ntage  augmented,  when  no  real  individual  benefit  is  to  be 
derived  to  the  party  making  the  propofition,  and  when  he  has  to 
firuggle  againft  a  manifeft  and  rooted  inveteracy  and  animolity  on 
the  part  of  the  enemy  !  Notwithftanding  all  thefe  difcouragcmcnts. 
His  Majcfty's  Plenipotentiary,  in  conformity  to  the  eftablifhed  bafis, 
and  from  the  fame  motives  by  which  he  was  all  along  ai^uated,  de- 
livered in  two  confidental  notes,  one  figned,  and  the  other  not,  but 
ificlofed  in  that  which  was  figned.  The  firft  relates  to  the  terms 
of  peace  between  this  country  and  France ;  the  other  comprehends 
the  interefts  of  His  Majeft}' 0  allies.  They  were  thus  feparatcd.; 
becaufe,  though  upon  the  whole  they  are  to  be  connedled  in  any  ge- 
neral view  of  the  fubjeiSt,  yet  they  ought  to  be  taken  as  originally 
different.  In  the  firfl  paper,  mutual  cefTions  are  propofed  and  de- 
manded. By  a  tide  of  adverfe  fortune  on  the  continent,  which 
afterwards  indeed  was  in  a  confiderable  degree  reverfed,  a  great  part , 
of  the  Emperor's  dominions,  and  fome  German  Principalities,  rc^ 
mamed  in  pofTcfTion  of  the  French.  On  the  other  hand,  by  a  fimi- 
lar  tide  of  fucccfs  on  the  part  of  this  country,  fometimes  indeed  in- 
terrupted and  obftrudlcd  by  temporary'  caufes,  but  not  materially, 
the  valour  of  His  Majcfty's  forces  gave  to  this  country,  almoft  all 
the  colonial  pofTcfTions  of  the  enemy  ;  a  fuccefs  of  which  there  arc  - 
but  two  infianccs  in  the  hiftory  of  thjs  country.  In  fuch  circum- 
fianccs,  what  was^  this  country  called  upon  to  do  ?  His  Majedy.'s 
Miniflers,  feeling  in  the  moft  fcnfible  manner  all  the  temporary  evils... 
arifing  from  the  war,  the  occafional  ftagnation  of  Commerce,  and 
the  embarrafl'ments  attending  public  and  private  credit,  ftill  felt 
that  thefe  diftreflcs  did  not  altogether  proceed  from  that  fourcc  to 
which  they  have  been  fo  frequently  attributed  ;  they  were  ftill  fcnfi- 
ble alfo  of  the  truth  of  what  it  has  been  the  fafliion  of  fome  gentle- 
men to  eftecm  a  paradox,  tl"mt  accidental  embarralTments  produced  . 
no  generally  bad  commercial  confcquences,  no  pcrmarXnt  diftrcfs,  . 
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m  ferious  deeay.    When  dtcfe  itmpamty  embintftoentt  bqpui  to 
(Bfappear,  the  fitoarionof  the  ooontty  give  os  fimie  well-grounded 
intimatkm  of  the  real  caufe,  and  t  fpirft  has  been  (hewn,  that  never 
was  exceeded.     I  do  not  ftate  thefe  ^fCumlhnoes»  to  give  any  one 
an  idea  ^t  I  do  not  ardently  wMi  fer  peace,  hot  to  ihew  that  we 
ore  not  yet  arrifed  at  fo  depIoraUe  a  ftafte  of  wreldiodnerft  and  abafe- 
menty  as  to  be  compelled  to  make  any  infecure  and  diOionourable 
compromife.     What,  on  the  other  hand,  ^i^  the  fituatiQn  of  the 
enemy  i     They  at  firft  indeed  weie  enable  to  emi^oy  gigantic 
means  of  fupport,  whfch^  from  didr  extravagsint  nature,  were  tem- 
porary, not  permanent.     They  find  alfo  the  additional  expedient 
of  diffeminating  new,  unheard  of,  deftruAlve  principles ;  tj^jfethcy 
poured  fbuiA  from  the  interior  of  France,  inm  all  the  quarters  dF 
Europe,  where  no  rampart  could  be  ratfed  to  oppofe  the  dangerous, 
the  fatal  inundation.     Aldiougjh  madneis  and  fanatidfrn  carried 
them  thus  far  for  a  time,  yet  no  rational  man  will  deny  that  thofe 
perfons  formed  a  iatr  and  reafonable  conclufion,  who  thouj^t  that 
fudi  refourccs  could  not  be  attended  with  either  duration  or  ftabi- 
lity.     I  need  hardly  recur  to  the  fubjed  of  French  finance,  thou^ 
it  has  a  very  confiderable  efitA  indeed  upon  the  queftion.    I  have 
on  this  fubjed  been  aocufed  of  bringing  forward  groundlcfs  furmifes, 
of  ufing  fanciful  reafoning,  of  dating  elaborate  dieories  without  au- 
thority.    I  have  even  been  complimented  on  my  dexterity  at  dus 
fort  of  argument,  for  the  kind  purpofe  of  afterwafds  oonvertif^  b 
into  ridicule  ;  biit  I  (hall  not  now  Aop  to  confirm  what  in  this  re- 
fpe6t  I  have  formeriy  aflerted ;  I  mayfurely,  however,  ibppofe  that 
the  admiflions  of  the  Execudve  Dire£k>iy  are  tiuo,  partieularly  when 
oflhnally  conveyed  in  the  form  of  a  me(fi^  ID  one  of  theif  councik. 
Are  we  told  by  diemfclves,  that  the  otkhf  pay  of  their  troops  are 
the  horrors  of  nakednefs  and  famine ;  d)at  dieir  flale  eontradlofs, 
their  judges,  and  all  odier  public  fanahmaties,  reeeive  no  part  of 
their  falaries ;  that  the  nads-are  impal&ble»  that  die  piAlk  hofff- 
tals  and  general  intereAs  of  charity  are  totally  neg|flSed»  diat  norhiif, 
in  (hort,  remains  in  a  Ibte  of  oiganization  but  murder  and  aflaffina- 
tion }     Is  this  a  true  pt£hire  drawn  by  diemfidves^  and  can  this  be 
the  time  for  Europe  to  proffarate  itfelf  at  the  foot  of  Fnnce  i    An 
honourat>le  Baronet  (Sir  W.  Pulteney)  fbrmeriy  exprtfled  a  doubt 
whether  we  ought  to  have  gone  fo  hr  as  we  did  wkhout  the  imme- 
diate co-operation  of  the  Emperor ;  I  Ihall  not  atgue  the  point, 
but  make  ufe  of  the  6pinion,  and  aflert  that  theie  eonfideradons  I 
have  now  mennoned,  fumifh  firong  ground  of  aiguiifient  Why  in  d)e 
pnsfeni  fituation  we  ought  not  to  defert  a  magnanimous  Ptince,  why 
we  ought  ndt  to  deftroy  the  bahnce  of  power  m  Europe,    The 
^  X  ' 
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prcfcrvatton  of  this  balance  of  power,  it  is  faid,  has  produced  all  the 
wars  of  Europe  for  two  hundred  years  pafl,  and  yet  we  may  be  per- 
haps defired  by  fome  gentlemen  on  thp  prefcnt  occafion  to  concede 
"what,  on  the  jufteft  principle,  hevfer  could  be  conceded  by  our  ancef- 
fters  confidently  with  general  peace  and  fecurity,  and  what  was  main- 
tained by  them  at  fo  great  an  expence  of  blood  and  treafure;  and  at 
what  time  are  we  to  make  this  concefTion  ?  when  the  enemy  him- 
felf  comes  forward  abfolutely  in  forma  pauperisj  and  yet  demands 
all  that  would  be  due  to  the  grcatcft  and  moft  brilliant  fuccefs.  I 
now  proceed  to  confider  what  we  have  demanded  under  the  circum- 
flances  above  ftatcd.  We  had  nothing,  Sir,  of  our  own  to  deipand  ; 
wc  demanded  the  return  of  no  anticnt  pofTeiTtons  ;  we  fued  not  for 
liberty  to  maintain  our  independence,  to  rejed  the  fraternal  embrace, 
and  prevent  the  organization  of  treafon,  Thefe  do  not  reft  upon 
the  permiflion  of  the  enemy  ;  they  depend  upon  the  valour,  the  in- 
trepidity and  the  patriotifm  of  the  people  of  this  country.  We  de- 
lired.  Sir,  only  to  prcferve  our  good  faith  inviolate,  and  were  ready 
to  facrifice  all  our  own  advantages,  to  obtain  what  we  could  not  ho- 
nourably give  away  without  the  confcnt  of  the  Emperor.  Could 
vfc  poflibly  arte  Icfs  at  the  outfet  of  a  negotiation?  I  touch,  no 
doubt,  upon  a  delicate  fubje<Sl,  but  I  aflc,  could  we  even  have  de- 
manded the  confent  of  the  Emperor  to  afk  lefs  ?  Whatever  might 
have  been  the  difpoiition  of  the  Emperor  to  peace,  would  he  have 
been  content  to  figrec  to  inferior  terms,  when  the  campaign  was 
not  yet  clofed — when  the  enemy  were  yet  ftruck  with  tbc  cffc&% 
of  tile  brilliant  and  glorious  fuccefs  with  which  the  Imperial  arms 
have  lately  been  attended  on  the  fide  of  the  Rhine,  when  the  exer- 
tions in  Italy  might  have  been  expeded  to  communicate  to  the  af- 
fairs of  Auftria'in  that  quarter,  the  fame  tide  of  vidlory  by  which 
the  frontiers  of  (Germany  were  diftinguiftied  ?  Could  wp  have  aiked 
Icfs,  confiftcntly  with  the  good  faith  we  owe  to  that  ally,  to  whpfc 
exertions  and  to  whofe  vidorics  wc  h?.ve  been  fo  much  indebted  ; 
that  ally  to  whom  wt  are  fo'clofely  bound  by  congenial 'feelings,  with 
whom  we  participate  in  the  glory  of  advcrfity  retrieved,  and  of  pro- 
fperity  reftored  ?  In  doing  this,  I  am  confident  the  Houfe  will 
agree  in  thinking  that  we  do  not  do  too  much.  By  the  tcrjns  pro- 
pofed  all  the  territory  between  the  Rhine  and  the  Mofclle  was  to  be 
ceded  by  France,  fubjedl  to  future  modification.  When  the  French 
conquelts  in  Italy  were  ftated  as  objeds  of  reftitution,  it  was  not 
from  that  to  be  inferred  that  Savoy  and  Nice  were  included,  for  in 
no  geographical  view  could  tbey  be  confidercd  ahS  component  parts  of 
that  country.  All  the  propofitions  underwent  difcuflion  between^ 
the  Plenipotentiary  of  His  Majcfty  and  the  French  Minifter ;  only 
VoL.L  4D 
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the  BritUh  Minifter.  informed  the  Minifter  of  France,  that  as  to 
the  Netherlands,  His  MajeAy  could,  on  no  account,  retract  any  part 
of  his  propofitions,  but  that  every  thing  clfe  (hould  be  fuhjeft  to 
modification.  Thcfe  offers,  Sir,  I  maintain  to  have  been  extremely 
liberal  in  their  principle,  and  more  fo,  when  we  ccnfidcr  the  aj^li- 
cation  of  it.  We  carried  the  principle  of  compcnfiition  to  the  fuUeft 
extcnti  when  we  offered  to  give  up  all  that  wc  had  taken,  rcfcrving 
one  fubjc6t  only  for  confidcration,  which  depended  on  a  treaty,  and 
which  I  (hall  prefently  mention ;  and  we  alkcd  no  more  than  what 
by  the  ftriflcft  ties  of  juftice  and  honour  we  were  bound  to  demand. 
Let  me  appeal  to  every  one  prefent  if  this  cond  j<S  was  not  fair,  juft, 
and  reafonable ;  if  it  did  notbefpeak  Hncere  intentions  and  an  anx- 
ious wifti  on  the  part  of  His  Majei^y  to  procure  pcac  j,  ccnfiHently 
withgobd  faith  and  fecurity  to  himfclf  and. his  allies,  and  if  it  was 
not  entitled  to  a  candid  reception  from  the  enemy  !  As  to  the  value 
of  the  French  poffcffions  which  we  offered  to  give  up,  it  muft  be 
confeffed  that  the  fame  evils  with  which  France  has  been  aiBi<3cd 
have  been  extended  to  the  colonial  poffcffions ;  they  have  undoubtedly 
been  much  depreciatedi  much  impoveri(hcd  ;  but  after  all,  they  arc 
of  infinite  importance  to  the  Commerce  and  marine  of  France. 
The  valuable  poft  of  St.  Domingo  ;  the  military  and  commercial 
advantages  of  Martinique ;  the  peculiarly  favourable  military 
lituation  of  St.  Lucia  ;  the  importance  of  1  obngo  to  this  country ; 
when  we  combine  thcfe,  and  place  them  in  an  united  point  of  view, 
wc  have  fome  reafon  to  doubt  whether  there  was  not  fome  degree  of 
boldnefs  on  the  part  of  His  Majefty*s  Minifters  to  make  fuch  over- 
tures ;  we  have  forr»e  reafon  to  fufpciS^  the  wifdom  of  the  meafure, 
rather  than  to  cavil  at  the  jnfufficiency  of  the  offer.  I  come  notir 
more  particiilarly  to  meniipn  what  relates  to  the  Spanifh  part  of  St. 
Domingo,  in  the  late  negotiation.  By  a  former  treatj'  with  Spain, 
made  at  the  peace  of  Utrecht,  in  the  year  1713,  Spain  engages  not 
to  alienate  any  of  her  poffcffions  in  America  and  the  Weft  Indies, 
without  the  confent  of  Great  Britain.  Have  wc  not  then  a  right 
to  take  advantage  of  this  circumftance,  on  the  prefent  occafion,  and 
to  hold  out  our  confent  to  this  alienation,  as  a  part  of  the  compcn* 
fation  offered  on  the  part  of  this  country  ?  In  what  confifts  the  right 
of  the  French  to  the  Spanifh  parts  of  St.  Domingo  ?  Is  it  the  right 
of  poffeffion  ?  No !  they  never  yet  have  been  in  poffeflion ;  is  it 
then  merely  the  right  of  title  ?  No !  for  their  title  is  derived  from 
the  alienation  of  the  Spaniards,  who  had  no  right  to  transfer  it 
j  without  the  confcnt^of  this  country.     But  it  may  be  faid  that  this 

[  treaty  is  old  and  obfoletc  -,  on  the  contrary',  having  been  kept  fa- 
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tion  ;  befides  it  has  been  recognized  and  confirmed  at  the  end  of 
'  evcty  "war  fince  that  time,  and  particularly  fo  in  the  definitive  treaty 
of  1783.  But  it  maybe  objefted,  and  has  indef^d  been  urged  on 
this  occafion,  that  England  herfelf  has  violated  this  treaty  in  the 
tranfacSion  of  Pcnfacola  and  Florida  ;  but  this  argument  depends 
upon  an  obvious  ftillacy.  The  agreement  with  refpeft  to  Spahifh 
dominions  in  America  and  the  Weft  Indies  was  made  between  this 
countiy  and  Spain  ;  now,  although  the  two  parties  to  the  agreanept 
may,  by  confcnt  at  pleafure,  modify  their  refpcdiivc  i^nterefts,  it  does 
not  follow  that  either  party  can,  without  the  confent  and  to  the  dif- 
advantage  of  the  other,  introduce  the  interefts  of  third  parties. 
Upon  every  view  of  this  fubjc<f^,  then,  I  afk  if  we  have  not  a  fair 
and  rcafonablc  right  to  avail  ourfelves  of  the  advantages  arifing  to 
us  from  the  treaty  of  Utrecht?  Sir,  I- think,  that  from  the  great 
extent  of  the  fubje<S^,  it  will  be  unneceffary  for  me  to  trouble  the 
Houfe  with  any  farther  obfcrvation  on  that  part  of  it ;  but  1  muft^ 
requeft  the  attention  of  the  Houfe  to  the  nature  of  the  terms  propofed 
with  rcfpcft  to  the  meditated  peace  between  this  country  and  her 
allies  ;  and  firft  with  refpedl  to  Holland,  a  country  which,  although 
now  hoftile  to  us,  I  cannot  help  confidering  as  having,  at  the  com- 
mencement of*the  prefcnt  war,  been  concerned  in  alliance  with  us 
in  carrying  it  on,  and  connedied  in  our  intcreft  by  every  tic  of  in- 
ternal policy — a  country  which  is  now  only  oppofcd  to  us  in  confe- 
quenceof  the  reftraint  impofed  by  the  overbearing  arms  of  France. 
However,  Sir,  notwithftanding  Holland  was  our  ally,  and  an  ally, 
whofe  protedion  againft  the  common  enemy  was  one  of  the  caufcs 
of  our  entering  into  the  war  ;  yet,  as  circumftances  have  occurred, 
which  have  compelled  Holland  to  become  the  enemy  of  this  coun- 
try, I  muft,  of  neceffity,  treat  her  as  fuch  ;  I  muft  confider  her 
in  the  relation,  in  which  (he  ftands  with  refpedl  to  France,  though 
at  the  fame  time  I  cannot  bring  myfelf  to  forget  (he  was  formerly 
an  ally,  whofe  friendthip  was  attended  with  reciprocal  advantages 
to  herfelf  and  to  this  country.  I  am  -fatisfied,  if  it  were  po(rible  to  ^ 
replace  Holland  in  the  iituation  in  which  (he  formerly  ftood,  and  to 
peftore  her  legitimate  government,  not  nominally,  but  permanently 
and  effedually,  that  fuch  a  reftoration  would  undoubtedly  redound 
^to  the  advantage  of  this  country.  But  as  it  is  perhaps  a  queftion 
of  too  remote  contingency  to  confider  the  advantage  which  we  (hould 
acquire  by  the  reftoration  of  Holland  to  her  former  fyftem,  fuch  an 
event,  either  nominally  or  really,  being  extremely  unlikely  under  the 
prefent  afpeA  of  things,  I  (hall  therefore  refhiin  from  aligning  the 
point.  Now,  Sir,  as  to  the  conduft  purfued  on  the  part  of  this^ 
countr  ,  with  regard  to  her  conne6tions  with  other  powers,  and  fup* 
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poflng  for  the  prefent  that  Holland  may  for  a  time  remain  fubjcd 
to  France,  I  may  be  allowed  to  aiTcrt  that  the  terms  propofed  by 
this  country^  on  behalf  of  her  allies,  were  fuch  as  could  only  be 
diftated  by  a  principle  of  moderation,  of  difintereftednefs,  and  car- 
neft  defire  for  peace.  This  country  having  tiothing  to  afk  for  her- 
felfy  was  induced  to  furrender  a  confiderable  part,  nay  almod  the 
whole  of  her  acquifitions,  for  the  purpofe  of  inducing  the  French 
to  give  up  to  our  allies  that  territory  (he  has  wrcfted  from  them- 

But  with  refpcft^to  the  principle  of  coinpcnfation  to  Holland, 
npthing  better  could  have  been  adopted,  than  not  to  give  to  Hol- 
land a  part  of  the  foreign  poiTeflfions  which  we  had  taken  from  her ; 
poiTefTions  which  Holland  had  no  right  to  aflc  for  itfelf,  and  which 
France  had  no  right  to  demand  for  Holhnd.  We  ought  to  con- 
fidcr  that  thofe  poffcflions,  with  regard  to  which  rw  relation  was  to 
be  admitted,  were  to  be  retained,  in  order  that  they  might  not  be- 
come acquifitions  to  the  French  Government.  In  refufing  to  yield 
them  up,  we  only  rcfufe  to  put  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy  the 
ineans  of  carrying  into  efFedl  the  deep  laid  fchcmcs  of  ambiticn 
thpy  have  long  cherifhed,  and  the  plan  they  have  conceived  of  un- 
dermining our  Indian  empire,  and  deftroying  our  Indian  com- 
merce, by  ceding  out  of  our  own  hands,  what  may  be  deemed  the 
bulwark  of  the  wealth  of  this  country,  and  the  fecurity  of  the  In- 
dian empire.  Thefc,  indeed,  were  rcfufed  to  be  given  up  to  our 
enemies  ;  but  everything  elfe  which  the  valour  and  the  arms  of  this 
country  had  acquired,  which  was  valui^blc,  was  propofed  to  be  made 
matter  of  negotiation.  This,  Sir,  was  the  nature  of  the  propdi- 
tions  made  at  the  very  firft  momept  when  the  negotiation  was  com- 
menced :  and  I  again  fubmit  to  the  final  deci(ion  of  the  Houfe, 
V^hcther  a  propofition,  including  the  reftoration  of  every  thing  valu- 
able which  we  had  acquired,  except  that  which  we  could  not  forego 
without  manifeft  detriment  to  the  mort  important  interefts  of  the 
country,  in  liberality,  and  fincerity.  Sir,  I  muft  beg  leave  to  ob- 
fcrvc,  that  on  this  part  of  the  fubjeA  I  have  been  the  more  anxious 
to  be  explicit,  becaufc  it  is  that  part  on  which  I  lay  the  more  parti- 
cular Arefs,  a9  tending  to  prove  to  the  Houfe,  that  every  thing  was 
done  at  the  commencement,  every  thing  diftindlly  ftatcd,  on  wlucb 
this  country  was  willing  to  enter  upon  a  negotiation.  I  am  the  more 
dcfirous  of  impreffing  the  Houfe  with  this  part  of  any  argument,  bc- 
caufe  I  feel  it  material  in  order  to  enable  them  to  form  a  determi- 
nate precife  idea  of  the  charadler  and  prominent  features  of  the  nego- 
tiation itfelf.  In  return  to  the  ftatemei\ts  of  compenfation  pro- 
pofed by  this  country,  the  French  Government  prefcnted  ik)  projet 
pf  their  own,  they  afibzded  no  room  for  difcuffion^  becaufc  die^f 
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were  actuated  by  motives  very  diftant  from  conciliation.  This 
much  I  have  thought  it  ncceffary  to  ftatc,  in  vindication  of  the 
charad^cr  of  myfelf  and  colleagues,  that  the  Houfe  may  be  enabled 
to  fee  that  we  never  loft  fight  of  the  idea  of  a  peace  advantageous 
for  our  allies,  fafc  for  Europe,  and  honourable  to  this  country. 
With  regard  to  any  fpccific  terms  of  peace,  wJiich  it  might  be  proper 
to  adopt  or  refufe,  I  do  not  think  it  would  be  wife  for  the  Houfe  to 
pronounce.  This  may  ftill  be  confidcred  as  a  dormant  negotiation, 
capable  of  being  renewed;  and  it  would  be  impolitic  to  give  a 
pledge  to  any.fpecific  terms  to  which  it  might  be  impoflible  to  ad- 
here, and  which  can  never  be  incurred  without  rafhnefs.  No  man 
can  be  pledged  to  any  particular  terms,  becaufc  in  thefe  he  mud  be 
guided  by  a  view  of  collateral  circumftances,  and  a  comparative 
flatement  of  rcfources.  All  that  I  wifh  Parliament  to  pronounce 
is,  that  they  will  add  their  teftimony  to  the  fincerity  with  which  His 
Majefty  has  endeavoured  to  reflore  peace  to  Europe,  and  their  ap- 
probation of  the  (leps  which  were  employed  for  its  attainment. 
But  even  after  their  rejedtion  of  every  propoiition  that  was  ad- 
vanced, after  all  the  difficulties  they  darted,  after  all  the  cavils  they 
employed,  after  all  the  difcouragements  which  they  prefented,  when, 
at  laft,  the  French  Government  had  been  compelled  to  open  the 
difcuilion,  the  fird  thing  that  happens,  after  requiring  a  note  con- 
taining fpepific  propofals,  is  a  captious  demand  to  have  it  (igned  by 
.  Lord  Malmeftury.  This  demand  was  complied  with  to  deprive 
them  of  every  pretence  for  breaking  off  the  negotiation,  and  imme- 
diately they  call  for  an  ultimatum  in  twenty-four  hours.  The  im- 
poffibility  of  complying  with  fuch  a  dcm.and  is  obvious.  Was  it 
poflTible  to  reconcile  difcordancies,  tofmooth  oppofition,  or  pronounce 
good  underftanding  in  this  manner  ?  Does  it  come  within  the  fcopc 
of  the  negotiation  ?  Is  an  ultimatumy  which  means  that  demand 
which  is  to  come  the  neareft  to  the  views  of  all  parties,  and  to  ftate 
the  loweft  terms  which  could  be  offered,  thus  to  be  made  out  at  ran- 
dom, without  knowing  what  the  epemy  would  concede  on  their  part, 
or  what  they  ^ould  accept  on  ours  ?  A  propofal,  drawn  up  in  fuch 
a  manner,  without  explanation,  without  information,  could  have  no 
good  effc6t.  •  Jt  is  a  demand  contrary  to  all  reafon  and  to  all  prin- 
ciple. With  fuch  a  demand,  tKerefore,  it  was  impoflible  to  com- 
ply ;  and  in  confequence  of  this.  Lord  Malmcibury  received  prders 
tq  quit  Paris  in  forty-eight  hours,  and  the  territories  of  the  Republic 
as  foon  as  pdTible. 

Perhaps,  however,  I  (hall  be  told,  that  the  negotiation  is  not 
broken  off,  and  that  the  French  Government  hace  pointed  out  a 
1^^  bafis  upon  which  they  are  (till  willing  to  proceed.     Thfcre  are 
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two  things  upon  this  fubjcS  not  unworthy  of  confideration.  The 
time  at  which  they  propofc  this' new'  bafis,  and  what  fort  of  bafis  it 
is  that  they  propofc.  After  having  approved  and  zStcd  upon  the 
,baCs  propofed  by  His  Majefty's  Government ;  after  having  ac- 
knowlcdgcdy  and,  to  all  appearance,  cordially  acquiefced  in  it,  as 
the  ground  of  negotiation  ;  after  having  demanded  an  uhtmatum  at 
the  very  commencement  of  this  negotiation,  and  before  any  dif- 
cuflion  had  taken  place,  to  be  delivered  in  to  the  Diredlory,  in  the 
fpace  of  twonty-four  hours ;  and  after  difmUTing  the  Ambaffador  of 
the  King  with  every  mark  of  ignominy  and  infult,  they  propofe  a 
new  bafis,  by  which  the  negotiation  is  to  be  carried  on  by  means  of 
couriers.  And  what  is  the  reafon  they  aflign  for  this  new  bafis  ? 
Bccaufe  Lord  Malmcfbury  aScd  in  a  capacity  purely  paflTivc,  arul 
bccaufe  he  could  affent  to  nothing  without  difpatching  couriers  to 
obtain  the  fanclion  of  his  Court.  Here  one  cannot  help  remarking 
the  ftudied  pcrverfcncfs  of  the  temper  of  the  French  Government. 
Wlxjn  a  courier  was  difpatchcd  to  Paris,  at  the  inftancc  of  the  Mi- 
rufierof  a  neutral  power,  in  order  to  get  a  paffport  from  the  Frmdi 
Government,  it  was  denied.  A  courier  could  not  even  obtain  a 
paffport,  though  the  application  was  made  to  the  Executive  Direc- 
tory through  the  medium  of  the  Danifh  Minider.  The  requeft  of 
^le  Danifh  Minificr  was  not  enough  ;  nothing  would  fatisfy  them 
but  a  Britilh  Minifter.  Well,  a  BritiQi  Minifter  wai  fcnt.  At 
the  commencement  of  the  negotiation  he  had  occafion  frequently  to 
fend  difpatclfcs  to  his  Court,  becaufe  it  is  very  well  known  that 
there  are  a^reat  number  of  difficulties  which  attend  the  opening  of 
every  negotiation,  and  becaufe  Lord  Malmefbury  had  been  fcnt  to 
Paris,  before  the  preliminaries,  which  arc  ufually  fettJcd  by  means  of 
couriers,  were  arranged.  While  thefe  preliminaries  were  in  a 
courfe  of  fettling,  Lord  Malmeibury's  prcfencc  was  barely  en- 
dured, and  the  frequent  difpalches  of  his  a)uricrs  were  fubjcfts  of 
animadverfion  ;  but  no  fooner  were  thefe  preliminaries  fettled,  aryi 
tlic  Britifti  Minifter  delivered  in  zprojrty  when  there  was  lefs  ncccf- 
fity  for  difpatching  couriers,  when  the  period  for  difcuflion  was  ar- 
rived, when  the  perfonal  prcfeiKc  of  an  Ambaffador  was  particu- 
larly neceffary,.  and  when  the  King's  Minifters  announced  to  the 
French  Government  that  he  was  prepared  to  enter  into  difcuffion 
upon  the  official  memorials  containing  his  projff,  than  he  was  or- 
dered to  quit  Paris,  and  leave  the  negotiation  to  be  carried  on  by 
means  of  couriers.  Such  is  the  precife  form j^  and  it  was  impoffible 
to  devife  a  better,  in  which  a  ffudied  infiilt,  refined  and  matured'by 
the  French  Diredory,  was  offered  to  his  Britannic  Majefty.  I  now 
come  to  (late  the  broad  plain  ground  on  which  the  qucfiion  rcfts,  u. 
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far  as  the  terms  upon  'which  we  arc  invited  to  treat  on  thi^  new  bads 
arc  concerned.     After  having  ftartcd  a  variety  of  captious  objeciions 
at  the  opening  of  the  negotiation,  after  the  preliminaries  were  with 
much  diflSculty  adjufted,  after  an  ultimatum  was  demanded,  a]moft 
before  difcuflion  had  commenced,  after  the  King's  Miniiler  uas  or- 
dered,  in  the  moil  infulting  .manner,  to  leave  the  territories  of 
France,  after  a  retradlion  by  the  Executive  Dire<f^ory  of  the  original 
bafisvof  n^otiation,  and  the  fubflitution  of  a  new  one  in  its  place, 
they  demand  not  as  an  ultimatum^  but  as  a  preliminary,  to  be  per« 
mitted  to  retain  all  thofe  territories  of  which  the  chance  of  war  has 
given  them  a  temporary  poflfeflion,  and  refpefling  wliich  they  have 
thought  proper,  contrary  to  every  principle  of  equity  and  the  re- 
ceived laws  of  nations,  to  pafs  a  conftitutional  law,  declaring,  as 
they  interpret  it,  that  they  (hall  not  be  alienated  from  the  Republic 
Now  whether  this  be  the  principle  of  their  Conftitution  or  not, 
upon  which  I  (hall  afterwards  have  occafion  to  make  fome  obfer- 
vations,  it  was  at  Icaft  naturally  to  be  fuppofcd  that  the  principle 
had  been  virtually  fet  alidc  when  the  former  bafls  of  negotiation 
was  reccgnized  by  the  French  Dire<£tory  ;  for  it  muft  have  been  a 
Arange  admiflion  of  the  principle  of  reciprocal  compenfations  in- 
deed, if  they  were  obliged  by  the  rules  of  their  Conflitutioo  to 
retain  all  thofe  conquers  which  we  were  mof^  bound  in  duty  and 
in  honour  to  infift  upon  their  giving  up,  (not  by  any  myrtcty  of  a 
new  Conftitution,  which  is  little  known,  and  even  among  tfaofc 
who  know  it,  of  doubtful  interpretation,  but  by  public  and  known 
engagements) ;  and  if  they  were  under  the  lame  conftitutional  ne- 
ceffity,  which  they  certarnly  are,  of  demanding  the  reftitution  of 
thofc  colonies  formerly  in  their  poffeffion,  but  which  they  have 
loft  in  the  courfe  of  the  war.      NotwiiJiftanding,  however,  their 
difavowal  of  this  principle  in  the  admiflion  of  the  former  bafis  of 
the  negotiation,  it  is  nov/  allcdged  as  a  ground  for  the  preteniion, 
that  they  are  entitled,  as  a  matter  of  right,   to  demand  from  this 
country,  not  as  an  ultimatum,  but  as  a  preliminary  to  the  dlfcuflTion 
of  any  articles  or  treaty,   that  we  (hall  make  no  pr<)ix)fiils  inocin- 
(iftent  with  the  laws  and  conftitution  of  France.      I  know  of  no 
law  of  nations  which  can  in  the  rcmoteft  degree  countenance  fuch 
a  perverfc  and  monftrous  claim.     The  annexation  of  territory  to 
any  State  by  the  Government  of  that  State  during  the  continuance 
of  the  war  in  which  they  have  been  acquired,  can  never  confer  a 
claim  which  fuperfedes  the  treaties  of  their  jx)wers,  and  the  known 
and  public  obligations  of.  the  different  nations  of  Euroi^e.     It  is 
impoflfiblc,  in   the  nature   of  things,  that    the  fcpar<ite  ad  of  a 
fcparatc  Government  can  operate  to  the  iiiUblution  of  the  ties 
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fubiifting  between  other  Govemmcnts,  and  to  the  abrqgatkxn  of  trea- 
ties previoufly  concluded  :  and  yet  this  is  the  pretenfion  to  which 
the  French  Government  lay  claim,  and  the  acknon  lei%emefit  of 
which  they  hold  out  not  as  an  ultimatum,  but  as  a  preliminary  of 
negotiation  to  the  King  of  Great  Britain  and  his  allies.  In  my 
opinion  there  is  no  principle  of  the  law  of  nations  clearer  than  this, 
that  when,  in  the  courfc  of  war  any  nation  acquires  new  poiTeflions, 
that  fuch  nation  has  only  temporar}'  right  to  them,  and  thiit  they  do 
not  become  property  till  the  end  of  the  war.  This  principle  is  in- 
controvertible, and  founded  upon  the  nature  of  things.  For,  fup- 
pofing  pofTefiions  thus  acquired  to  be  immediately  annexed  to  the 
territory  of  the  ftate  by  which  the  conqueft  was  made,  and  that  the 
conqueror  was  to  inftd  upon  retaining  them,  bccaufe  he  had  puffed 
a  law  that  they  fhould  not  he  alienated,  might  not  the  neighbouring 
powers,  or  even  the  hoftile  power,  afk — Who  gave  you  a  right  to 
*  pafs  tliis  law  ?  What  have  we  to  do  with  the  regulations  of  your 
municipal  law  ?  Or,,  what  authority  have  you,  as  a  feparate  date, 
by  any  annexation  of  territory  to  your  dominions,  to  cancel  exifting 
treaties,  and  to  dcftroy  the  equilibrium  eftabliflicd  among  nations  ? 
Were  this  pretenfion  to  be  tolerated,  it  would  be  a  fource  of  eternal 
hoftility,  and  a  perpetual  bar  to  negotiation  between  the  contending 
parties  ;  bccaufe  the  pretenfions  of  the  one  would  be  totally  irrecon- 
cilable with  thofe  of  the  other.  This  pretenfion  in  the  inAance 
of  France  has  been  as  inconfiftcnt  in  its  operations  as  it  was  un- 
founded in  its  origin.  The  poffcfllons  which  the^'  have  loft  in  the 
Weft  Indies  in  the  courfc  of  tlie  war,  they  made  independent  Re- 
.^ublics  ;  and  what  is  ftill  more  fingular,  Tobago,  which  they  have 
loft  in  the  war,  and  which  is  retained  by  Britifti  arms,  is  a  part  of 
indivifible  France.  I  (hould  not  be  furprifcd  to  hear  that  Ireland, 
in  confequcncc  of  the  rumour  which  has  been  circulated  of  their  in- 
tention to  attempt  an  invafion  upon  that  country,  is  conftitutionally 
annexed  to  the  territories  of  the  Republic,  or  even  that  the  city  of 
Weftminftcr  is  a  pnrt  of  indivifible  France.  There  is  a  diftinc- 
tion,  no  doubt,  between  the  Netherlands  and  the  Weft-India  Iflands, 
but  it  whimfically  happens  that  this  principle  of  law,  that  this  con- 
(litutional  pretenfion  is  leaft  applicable  to  thofe  poffeflions  upon 
which  it  is  held  out  as  operating  by  the  French  Government,  and 
that  the  Auflrian  Netherlands,  even  by  the  letter  of  their  own  Con- 
ftitution,  ought  to  be  exempted  from  its  operation.  I  own  I  am 
little  qualified  to  read  a  led^ure  upon  the  French  Conftitution,  and 
perhaps  I  (hall  be  accufed,  in  my  interpretation  of  it,  of  pretending 
to  underfiand  it  better  than  they  do  thcmfelves.  Here  I  muft  re- 
mind my  accufers,  however,  that  even  M.  Delacroix,  -that  great 
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maficr  df  the  law  of  nations,  allows  that,  on  this  point,  the  Con- 
ftitution  is  not  perfedly  clear :  and  gives  that  particular  interpreta- 
tion of  it  upon  the  authority  of  the  bed  publicids.  I  again  repeat 
it — that,  in  difcufling  the  terms  of  a  treaty  with  France,  I  am  not 
obliged  to  know  either  her  Conftitution  or  laws,  becaufc  it  was  un- 
reafonable  for  her  to  advance  a  pretention  upon  a  foundation  incon- 
iiftent  with  the  received  law  of  nations  and  the  e(labli(hed  nature 
of  things.  But  it  will  dcmonflrate  their  inlincerity  and  the  fliallow- 
ncfs  of X  the  fubterfuges  to  which  they  have  been  obliged  to  have 
recourfe,  if  I  qan  (hew  that  no  fuch  law  is  in  exiftence,  .and  that 
their  Conftitution  leaves  the  Government  entirely  at  liberty  to  dif- 
pofe  of  the  pofleflions  which  they  have  acquired  in  war  in  any  way 
they  may  think  proper.  I  have  looked  through  this  voluminous 
code  (holding  a  copy  of  the  Conftinition  in  his  hand),  and  I  think 
it  may  be  confidered  as  an  inftance  that  a  Conftitution  upon  paper^- 
digefting  and  regulating  the  condu6l  of  municipal  jurifprudence  as 
well  as  of  foreign  relations,  does  not  lead  to  the  beft  application  of 
the  true  principles  of  political  oeconomy.  In  the  copy  of  their  Con- 
fiitution  all  I  find  upon  the  fubjedt  is  a  declaration  that  France  is 
one  and  indivifible,  which  is  followed  by  a  long  lift  of  departments. 
And  here  I  would  recommend  it  to  gentlemen  to  read  the  report 
upon  which  this  decree  was  founded,  in  which  they  will  find  that 
it  was  pafled  for  the  avowed  purpofe  of  obtaining  for  France  an 
Indifputable  afcendant  in  Europe,  and  of  fupprefling  the  trade  and 
commerce  of  rival  nations.  Overlooking,  however,  the  principle 
of  the  decree,  if  it  was  found  inapplicable  to  the  poiTeiTions  of  the 
French  in  the  Eaft  and  Weft  Indies,  which  they  had  previous  to 
the  war,  it  was  certainly  much  more  inapplicable  to  the  Auftrian 
Netherlands,  of  which  they  have  got  poiTeflion  in  the  courfe  of  the 
war,  and  therefore  the  Government  in  holding  out  the  principle  as 
operating  upon  the  latter,  and  not  to  the  former,  apply  it  to  that 
part  of  their  territory  to  which  it  is  leaft  applicable.  If  we  look  at 
the  provifions  under  the  next  title,  rejpe^iing  relations  with  foreign 
powen^  the  argument  againft  the  exiftence  of  any  fuch  principle  in 
their  Conftitution  is  confirmed  :  for  we  find  'the  Executive  Govern- 
ment is  there  vefted  with  the  full  power  of  treating,  but  all  their 
treaties  muft  be  ratified  by  the  legiflative  bodies,  with  the  fingular 
exception  of  fecret  articles,  which  it  is  in  the  power  of  the  Dire(^ory 
to  put  in  execution  without  being  ratified,  a  proof  that  they  are  au- 
thorized by  the  Conftitution  to  alienate  territories  belonging  to  the 
Republic.  Allowing^  however,  that  it  is  a  principle  of  their  Con- 
ftitution, is  it  an  evil  without  a  remedy  ?  No.  M.  Delacroix  confefles 
that  it  may  be  remediedi  but  not  without  the  inoonvenience  of  cal- 
VoL.  I.  4  E 
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ling  the  primary  affcmWics.  And  are  wc  then,  after  all  the  exer- 
tions that  we  have  made  in  order  to  effect  the  objefl  of  general  pa- 
cification, and  after  being  baiHed  in  all  our  efforts  by  the  ftubborn 
pride  and  perfcvering  obftinacy  of  the  French  Government,  after 
our  propofitions  have  been  flighted,  and  our  AmbafTador  infulted, 
are  we  now  to  confent  to  facrifice  pur  engagements,  and  to  violate 
our  treaties,  becaufe,  forfooth,  it  would  be  attended  with  fomc  in- 
convenience for  them  to  call  their  primary  affemblies,  in  order  to 
cancel  a  law  which  is  incompatible  with  the  principle  of  fair  nego- 
tiation r  Shall  we  forget  our  9wn  honour,  our  own  dignity,  and  our 
own  duty,  fo,  far  as  to  acquiefce  in  a  principle  as  a  preliminary  to 
negotiation,  intolerable  in  its  tendency,  unfounded  in  fa<f>,  incon- 
fiftent  with  the  nature  of  things,  and  inadmiflfible  by  the  law  of  na- 
tions ?  But  this  is  not  all  the  facrifice  they  demand.  This  is 
not  all  the  degradation  to  which  they  would  have  us  fubmit.  You 
muft  alfo  engage,  and  as  a  preliminary  too,  to  make  no  propofitions 
which  are  contrary  to  the  laws  of  the  Conftituticn,  and  the  treaties 
which  bind  the  Republic.  Here  they  introduce  a  new  and  extra- 
ordinary claufe,  impofing  a  reftridion  dill  more  abfurd  and  unrea- 
fonable  than  the  other.  The  Republic  of  France  may  have  made 
fecret  treaties  which  we  know  nothing  about,  and  yet  that  Govern- 
ment expedis  that  we  are  not  to  permit  our  propofitions  to  interfere 
with  thefe  treaties.  In  the  former  infiance  we  had  a  text  upon 
which  to  comment,  but  here  we  are  in  the  fiate  of  thofc  diviners 
who  were  left  to  guefs  at  the  dreams  which  they  were  called  upon 
to  interpret.  How  is  it  pofifible  for  this  country  to  kiK)w  what  fe- 
cret articles  there  may  be  in  the  treaty  between  France  and  Holland  \ 
How  can  we  know  what  the  Dutch  may  have  ceded  to  France,  or 
whether  France  may  not  h^ve  an  oath  in  heaven  never  to  give  up 
the  territories  ceded  to  her  by  Holland  ?  Who  can  J^now  but  her 
treaty  with  Spain  contains  fome  fecret  article  guaranteeing  to  the 
latter  the  reditution  of  Gibraltar,  or  fome  important  ppffeflion  now 
belonging  to  His  Majefty  }  And  how  pan  I  know  whether  the  per- 
formance of  all  ihefe  engagements  may  not  be  included  under  the 
pretention  which  the  French  Government  now  holds  out  ?  How  it 
it  poflTiblc  for  me  to  found  where  no  line  can. fathom  ?  And  even 
after  you  have  acceded  to  thefe  preliminaries,  in  wtuit  fituation  do 
you  (land?  After  accepting  of  terms  of  which  you  are.cxtirdy  ig- 
norant, and  giving  up  all  that  it  is  of  importance  for  you  to  keep, 
you  at  laft  arrive  at  a  difcudion  of  the  Government  which  Prance 
may  chufc  to  give  to  Iialy,  and  of  the  fate  which  flic  may  be  ' 
plc^fcd  to  aflTign  to  Germany.  In  faft,  the  qucftion  is  nor,  how 
much  you  will  give  for  peace,  but  how  much  difgraccypu  will  fuf- 
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fer  at  the  outfet,  how  much  degradation  you  will  fubmit  to  as  a 
preliminary  ?  In  thefe  circiimftanccs,  tlwjn,  arc  we  to  pcricverc  in 
the  war  with  a  fpirit  and  energy  worthy  of  the  BricKh  name  and  of 
the  Britifh  character  ;  or  are  we,  by  fending  couriers  to  Paris,  to 
proftrate  ourfelves  at  the  feet  of  a  ftubborn  and  fupcrcilious  Goverp- 
mcnt,  to  do  what  they  require,  and  to  fubmit. to  whatever  they  may 
impofe  ?  I  hope  there  is  not  a  hand  in  His  Majefty's  Councils 
wlio  would  fign  the  propofals,  that  there  is  not  a  heart  in  this  Houfc 
who  would  fancSifon  the  mcafurc,  and  that  there  is  not  an  individual 
in  the  Bricifh  dominions  who  would  adt  as  the  courier. 

Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  concluded  with  moving  an  addrcfs  to  His 
Majefty,  which  was,  as  ufual,  an  echo  of  the  meflagc. 

The  honourable  THOMAS  ERSKINE  faid,  that  when  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  firft  rofc  to  move  his  addrcfs,  he  had 
hoped  to  have  found  it  very  different  to  what,  on  hearing  it  read, 
it  turned  out  to  be.  He  had  hoped,  that  inftead  of  binding  the, 
Houfc  to  an  engagement  to  His  Majefty  to  profccule  the  war  with 
vigour,  that  it  would  have  bore  a  refemblance  to  a  paffage  of  the 
right  honourable  gentleman's  fpeech  in  an  early  ftage  of  it,  in 
which  he  faid,  "  That  he  did  not  wifh  to  pledge  the  Honfe  to  any 
fpccific  time  or  period  to  which  the  war  ought  to  be  protradled,  or 
to  any  parricular  and  fpccific  terms  which  ought  to  be  infifted  on  by 
the  allfes."  The  right  honourable  gentleman,  however,  by  this 
addrcfs,  would  precifely  draw  the  Houfe,  if  they  Ihould  agree  to 
to  adopt  it,  'into  that  very  fituation  to  which  he  had  faid  he  would 
not  wifh  to  pledge  them.  There  were  two  propofitions  in  the  right 
honourable  gentleman's  fpeech,  which  he  wifhed  particularly  to 
controvert.  He  would  allow  that  the  fituation  of  the  right  honour- 
able gentleman  was,  in  fome  degree,  critical,  and  that  in  the  ai^gu- 
ment  he  made  ufe  of,  he  would  naturally  be  led  to  fay  every  thing 
he  poflibly  cuuld  in  favour  of  his  own  country.  He  believed, 
that  as  an  individual,  he  himfelf  might,  from  that  general  attach- 
ment which  a  man  bears  to  the  country  in  which  he  was  born,  and 
after w/.rds  educated,  be  induced  to  ufc  every  partial  and  favourable 
argument  in  which  there  was  any  difpute  between  France  and 
Britain,  in  fupport  of  his  own  country.  But,  (landing  there  as  a 
reprcfentative  of  the  people,  and  fpeaking  to  a  point  in  which  not 
only  his  own  happinefs  and  intereft,  but  the  intcreft  and  happincfs  of 
the  whole  people  of  this  kingdom  were  fo  deeply  concerned — it  be- 
came his  duty  to  fpeak  what  he  believed  to  by  the  real  truth,  though 
that  fliould,  in  fome  degree,  militate  againft  the  juftiee  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  this  country.  The  firft  of  the  two  propofitions,  then, 
which  he  meant  to  controvert,  was,  **  That  France  was  the  ag- 
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grelior^ '  as  had  been  afferted  by  the  right  bonoarable  gentleman  in 
the  courfe  of  his  fpeechi  ''  in  the  prefent  bloody  and  cxpenfive 
war.**     The  right  honourable  gentleman  had  not  only  aflerted  that 
France  was  the  aggrefTor,  but  he  had  gone  farther,  and  declared, 
that  all  the  obOaclcs  which  had  been  thrown  in  the  way  of  the  late 
nqgotiationsy  were  entirely  to  be  attributed  to  the  pride,  ambition, 
and  arrogant  demands  of  the  prefent  Government  of  France.    How 
did  this  matter  ftand  at  the  commencement  of  the  war  ?  Miniftcrs 
advifed  His  Majefty,  that  it  was  incompatible  with  the  interefts  of 
this  country  that  Belgium  (hould  be  permitted  to  be  united  with 
France.     This  was  immediately  communicated  to  the  French  Go* 
vemment  at  that  time,  and  they  unequivocally  difavowed  evciy 
thing  which  Minifters  pretended  to  fix  upon  them.     In  all  difputes 
between  individuals,  between  neighbours,  it  was  always  found  ne- 
ceffary  by  tlK)fe  ^who  were  applied  to,  or  whofe  particular  province  it 
might  prove  to  be,  from  any  circumdances  whatever,  to  adjuft  their 
differences,  to  inquire  into  the  particular  circumftnnces  which  were 
the  original  caufe  of  thofe  differences.     Without  oonting  at  thole, 
it  would  be  impoflfibly  to  judge  fairly,  and  to  do  ample  jufficc  be- 
tween the  parties.     This  became  the  more  neceffary,  if  thofe  dif- 
putes were  of  a  mixed  and  complicated  nature.     In  like  manner, 
where  negotiations  were  to  be  entered  upon  between  two  contending 
powers,  it  muft  be  equally,  or,  perhaps,  more  nccelTar)',  to  look 
back,  in  order  to  afcertain  precifely  what  was  the  (ituation  of  the 
parties  at  the  commencement  of  their  quarrel ;  what  was  the  ag. 
grelTion,  what  the  extent  of  it,  and  by  whom  made.     The  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman,  with  that  dexterity  whiph  was  peculiarly  his 
own,  with  thofe  great  abilities  from  which  he  did  not  wifh  to  dc- 
tra^,  and  with  that  confunfimate  knowledge  which  he  poffeffed  of 
the  temper  of  the  Houfe,  had  reprefcnted  as  if  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
inons  would  be  only  pledged  for  a  time  to  fupport  the  continuance 
of  tht  war,  whereas  he  finccrcly  believed  that  there  would  be  no 
limits  \o  its  duration  till  we  are  overtaken  by  calamities,  to  the 
preffure  of  which  we  (hall  be  compelled  to  yield,  and  till  we  be- 
come* the  vidlims  of  a  neceflity  which  has  no  law.     The  right  ho-. 
noufable  gentleman  well  knew  how  far  his  powers  of  eloquence 
would   ^  in  obtaining  the  admiration  of  thofe  around  him ;  he 
likeWife  was  perfc6Hy  aware  how  neceffary  his  dexterity  of  aigu- 
ment  became,  when  he  wanted  to  lead  gentlemen  a  few  fteps  be- 
yond what  their  admiration  might  induce  them  to  go.     He  had 
therefore  exerted  all  the  powers  with  which  he  was  fo  largely  en- 
dowed to  eftabliih  this  polition  in  the  minds  of  gentlemen,  that  the 
■^^^neh  were  the  aggreffors.     Let  us  then,  faid  he,  look  back—let 
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us  refer  to  the  period  alluded  to,  and  fee  how  matters  were  a£)U' 
ally  circumtonced.  On  the  1 2th  of  December,  1792s  His  Ma- 
jefty  met  the  Parfiament :  at  that  time  Monf.  Chauvelin,  the  Ara- 
balTador  of  the  French  Government,  was  then  in  England.  His 
Majefty,  in  the  fpeech  from  the  Throne  to  both  Houfes  of  Parlia- 
ment, complained  of  three  things:  Firft,  "  that  the  French  had 
fent  fcditious  miflionarifs  into  this  country  ;"  fccondly,  ««  that  they 
meditated  an  invafion  to  Holland ;"  and  thirdly,  "  that  they  had 
interfered  in  opening  the  Scheldt."  He  begged  the  Houfc  to  re- 
colleif^,  that  at  that  particular  period  of  time  Belgium  was  in  the 
pofleflion  of  the  French,  though  not  as  now  ;  it  was  not  then  en- 
grafted by  the  Conftitution  into  the  territory  of  France  as  an  inte- 
gral part  of  It.  At  that  time  all  the  corrcfpondencc  between  Lord 
Grenville  and  the  French  Ambaffador  was  concealed  from  the 
Houfe,  though  M.  Chauvelin  had  given  feparatc  and  fatisfadoij 
anfwcrs  to  all  the  complaints  entertained  by  this  Court.  He  en- 
treated that  the  King  would  bring  to  condign  puhiftiment  thofe  who 
diifeminated  fedition  in  his  dominions,  announced  the  determination 
of  France  to  keep  within  her  own  limits,  and  to^refpeA  the  rights 
of  other  nations.  Notwithftanding  this  plain  and  fpccific  dif- 
avowal,  however,  of  all  the  grounds  of  hodility,  war  was  declared 
upon  France.  At  that  time  Belgium  was  not  in  her  poiTeffion* 
He  afked  then,  whether  France  could  be  confidcrcd  as  the  ag- 
greffor,  who  offered  peace  to  this  country  on  terms  which  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  would  be  worHiipped  as  a  God  if  he  could 
now  procure? — [Here  Mr.  Erfkinc  (topped,  and  fat  down  under 
evident  fymptoms  of  indifpofition.] 

Mr.  FOX.  Sorry,  indeed,  am  I  on  account  of  my  learned 
and  honourable  friend,  whofe  indifpofition  has  now  compelled  him 
to  fit  down  ;  forry  for  the  fake  of  the  Hogfe,  whofe  information, 
from  the  train  of  argument  which  he  had  adopted,  has  been  thus  un- 
pleafantly  interrupted  ;  and  forry  for  the  caufe  of  peace  and  Great 
Britain,  which  Miniflers,  by  their  imprudent  counfcls,  and  infatu- 
ated policy,  fecm  determined  to  pufh  to  the  laft  verge  of  ruin,  that 
I  am  obliged  to  addrefs  the  Houfc  on  the  prcfent  occalion.  I  fed 
it,  however,  incumbent  upon  me  to  come  forward  in  the  prefent 
inf^ance,  knowing  that  my  opinion  on  the  fubjeft  entirely  coincides 
with  that  of  my  honourable  friend  who  has  now  fat  down,  but  la- 
menting, that  in  confequence  of  his  indifpofition,  the  argument  on 
this  momentous  queilion  mud  confiderably  fuffer  from  the  want  of 
that  conviction  and  ability  with  which  it  would  have  been  enforced 
by  his  fuperior  powers.  I  need  not  ftate  that  the  bufmefs  is  of  the 
vtrooft  importance^  that  the  occafion  is  fucli,  as  though  we  may-  not 
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think  it  neccffary  to  contemplate  with  dcfpondency  and  defpair,  we 
cannot  furvcy  but  with  the  mod  ferious  confiderationsy  and  with 
feelings  of  the  deepeft  regret.     After  a  war  of  four  years,  which   is 
ftated  to  have  been  attended  with  many  occurrences  highly  honour- 
able and  advantageous  to  the  Britifh  arms,   and  to  have  been  ac- 
companied with  no  difgrace,  after  theimmenfe  expenditure  incurred 
in  the  profecution  of  hoftilities,  an  expenditure  which  undoubtedly 
has  been  greatly  aggravated  by  the  extravagance  of  thofe  concerned 
in  fuperintending  the  plan  of  operation/  after  an  addition  of  a  fum 
of  nolefslhan  two  hundred  millions  to  the  national  debt,  and  of 
nine  millions  to  the  permanent  taxes  of  the  country  ;  after  an 
enormous  efFufion  of  human  blood  ;  after  an  incalculable  additioa 
to  the  details  of  human  wretchcdncfs,  fo  far  arc  wc  from  having 
gained  any  point,  or  any  objc6t  for  which  wc  fet  out  in  the  war,  fo 
far  are  we  from  having  achieveil  any  advantage,   that  the  Miniftcr 
has  to-night  come  forward  in  a  moft  elaborate  ipeech,  which  lafted 
for  a  confiderable  fpace,  (and  when  I  fay  that  it  lafted  long,   I  do 
not  mean  to  infer  that  it  was  not  heard  with  plcafure,)  and  after  all 
>this  expenditure  of  blood  and  treafurc,  which  has  taken  place  in 
the  orjntcft,  has  endeavoured  to  prove,  that  the  only  cffc£t  has  been, 
that  the  enemy  have  become  mprc  unreafonable  than  ever  in  their 
pretenfions,  and  that  all   hopes  of  peace  are'  removed  to  a  ftill 
greater  diftancc.     You  are  now  not  allowed  to  hope  for  the  reftora- 
tion  of  peace,  unlefs  fomc  change  is  wrought  by  the  events  of  war. 
And  at  what  period  is  this  profpcd  brought  forward  ?     After  a  war 
of  four  years,  which  fo  far  from  having  produced  any  favourable 
change  in  the  difpofitions  of  the  enemy,  if  we  may  truft  to  the  re- 
prefentations  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  has  only  ferved  to 
increafe  the  infolence  of  their  ftile,  and  the  exorbitance  of  their  prc- 
tenflons.     The  fame  neccflTity  is  ftill  ftated  to  exift  for  the  contina-» 
ance  of  the  war.    It  would  have  been  fome  confolation,  if  after  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  had  ftated  at  fuch  length,  and  withfuch 
an  elaborate  difplay  of  eloquence,  the  exorbitant  pretenfions  of  the 
enemy,  he  had  fuggcftcd  fome  means  of  reducing  them.    But,  good 
God,  how  ftriking  is  the  contraft  !     In  this  fpcech  of  three  hours, 
I  find  only  one  folitary  fentence  which  is  at  all  calculated  to  afford 
any  hope  of  a  fatisfacftory  iffue  to  the  prefent  unfortunate  conteft. 
And  of  what  materials  does  the  remainder  of  the  fpeech  confift  ? 
It  is  merely  a  revival  of  opinions  by  which  we  have  been  led  on 
from  year  to  year,  and  by  which  we  have  found  ourfelves  conftantly 
deluded.     We  are  left  in  the  fame  hopclefs  ftatc  with  refpefl  to  the 
attainment  of  the  object  of  the  conteft.    The  right  honourable  gcn- 
♦^'"^an  fays,  dv.it  he  had  formerly  given  a  rcprefentatlon  of  die  dc- 
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plorable  iituation  of  the  French  finances  from  uncertain  documents, 
but  tliat  he  is  now  enabled  to  confirm  the  fame  reprefcntation  from 
the  moft  indubitable  auxhority — the  ftatement  of  the  Diredory. 
I  am  apt  to  believe  that  the  documents  of  the  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman in  bo*h  inftanccs  are  equally  authoritative.  Formerly  he 
proceeded  on  the  fpecches  of  leading  Members  of  the  Convention, 
and  on  Official  Reports.  He  now  grounded  his  Aatemcnt  on  a 
publication  of  the  Direflory.  If  his  authority  has  failed  him  in 
former  inftanccs,  what  fofce  can  he  now  attach  to  conclufions  drawn 
from  fimilnr  prcmifcs.  It  has  been  found  from. experience,  that  in 
proportion  as  the  finances  of  the  French  have  been  acknowledged, 
even  by  thcmfclves,  to  be  reduced  to  the  loweft  ebb,  in  the  fame 
proportion  have  their  exertions  been  found  to  be  wonderful  and 
unparalleled.  Now  the  right  honourable  gentleman  builds  hh 
•:onclulion  of  the  certain  ruin  of  the  French  finance  on  an  immediate 
flatement  from  the  Diredory.  I  wonder  that  he  does  not  go  far- 
ther, and  quote  the  very  ingenious  letter  of  Lord  Malmclbury,  in 
which  he  reports  the  convcrfation  that  took  place  between  him  and 
M.  Delacroix.  (By  the  bye,  faid  Mr.  Fox,  we  fhall  probably 
foon  have  another  account  of  this  faid  convcrfation,  through  the 
medium  of  the  French  papers).  In  Ihis  cpnverfation  the  Frepch 
Minifter  is  reprefented  as  having  paid  the  higheft  ccmpUmcnts  to 
the  cxtenfive  means  poffeffed  by  this  country,  as  having  defcribed  it 
from  its  internal  fources  of  wealth,  and  from  its  colonics  in  i\\c 
Indies,  to  be  mi(^refs  of  almoA  boundlefs  refources.  Thus^yi^ilp 
the  Pircflory  admit  that  Great  Britain  is  diftingui(hed  by  her 
wealth,  and  full  of  refources,  they  have  no  hefitation  to  acknow- 
ledge their  own  poverty  and  embarraflments.  They  acknowledge 
to  all  Europe,  that  from  the  want  of  money,  the  army  is  corifidera- 
bly  in  arrears,  and  every  branch  of  the  internal  adminiftration 
under  circumftances  of  the  greateft  embarraifment  and  diftreOs. 
They  at  the  fame  time  allow  to  this  country  all  the  advantages  of 
an  augmented  commerce,  and  of  increafing  opulence  and  profpcrity. 
In  this  Houfe  we  have  heard  France  reprefented  as  fometlmes  jp 
the  gulph,  and  fometimes  at  the  verge  of  bankruptcy  ;  and  it  is 
rather  cfurious,  that  at  different  periods  we  fhould  have  heard  it  al- 
ternately defcribed  atone  time  as  in  the  very  gulph,  and  at  anotlurr 
as  at  the  verge  of  bankruptcy.  But  while  they  admit  the  ruined 
ftate  of  their  own  finances,  what  a  ftriking  contraft  do  their  exer- 
tions in  their  prcfent  conteft,  and  the  fucccfs  which  has  .followed 
from  their  operations,  afford  to  the  conduft  and  fate  of  ,thofe  who 
have  been  entruftcd  with  the  management  of  the  war  on  the  part  of 
this  country;  whilft  we,  iaevcrj  quarter,  which  it  w:as  deemed 
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jnoft  iinportant  td  defend,  have  been  lofing  city  after  city ;  whilft 
wc  have  been  equally  driven  from  the  poflfeflions  which  we  con- 
ceived to  be  ncceffary  to  the  fccurity  of  our  commerce,  or  to  the 
balance  of  power,  France,  refourcelefs  and  difpirited,  all  the  while 
avowing  its  own  diftrefled  fituation  with  rcfpedl  to  finance,  and 
talking  in  the  mofl  refpedlful  terms  of  our  wealth  and  refourccs,  has 
been  conftantly  adding  to  its  acquifitions,  and  aggrandifing  its  em- 
pire. France  appears,  in  the  prefent  moment,  as  the  Conqueror  of 
mod  extenfive  and  important  territories !  Belgium  is  annexed  to 
her  empire,  great  part  of  Italy  has  yielded  to  the  force  of  her 
arms,  and  Holland  is  now  united  to  the  fi^e  of  the  Republic  by  ties 
of  the  (Irideft  alliance.  If,  indeed,  thefe  acquifitions  were  to  be 
regained  to  the  caufe  of  Great  Britain  and  her  allies  by  a  lofty  ^one 
of  argument,  If  the  tide  of  victory  was  to  be  turned  by  the  dexterity 
of  debate,  and  the  efficacy  of  our  exertions  bore  any  proportion  to 
the  infolence  of  our  boafting,  we  need  not  yet  be  afraid  to  claim  a 
decided  fuperiority. 

We  are  not  at  all  deficient  on  the  fcore  of  confident  aflertion, 
or  prefumptuous  menace.  But  It  is  by  other  means,  by  other  cri- 
tenons,  and  by  other  trials,  that  this  queftion  is  to  be  decided. 
Weak  and  inconfiderable  as  I  am  in  this  Houfe,  I  did  my  utmoft 
previous  to  the  commencement  of  this  unfortunate  contefl,  to  per- 
fuade  the  Government  to  fend  an  Ambaflfador  to  Paris,  when  un- 
doubtedly he  would  not  have  met  with  the  treatment  which  an  Am- 
baflfador of  Great  Britain  is  now  alledged  to  have  experienced.  But 
when  they  fay  that  this  Ambaflfador  was  difmiifed  in  a  way  unex- 
ampled in  the  hiftory  of  civilized  nations,  they  furely  muft  have 
forgot  the  manner  in  which  M.  Chauvelin  was  fent  from  this 
country.  At  a  fubfequent  period,  when  the  whole  of  Belgium  was 
regained,  when  the  French  were  not  poflfcffed  of  one  foot  of  ground 
in  that  territory,  did  I  then  negleft  my  duty  to- the  country  ?  No ! 
I  then  renewed  my  motion  for  peace.  This  was  at  the  period  be- 
fore the  powers  combined  againft  France  had  gained  the  fortrefs  of 
Valenciennes ;  but  when  it  wzs  certain  that  it  muft  fall,  I  contended 
then  was  the  period  to  make  peace.  And  I  now  aflc,  if  an  attempt 
ha^d  been  then  made  to  negotiate,  whether  we  might  not  have  ex- 
pe<9:ed  to  obtain  peace  on  terms  equally  honourable  and  advanta- 
geous, as  any  which  we  can  now  poffibly  claim  ?  Would  we  have 
obtained  a  peace  lefs  favourable  to  the  general  balance  of  power,  or 
lefs  likely  to  be  permanent  in  its  duration  than  any  which  can  be 
concluded  under  the  circumftances  of  the  prefent  moment  ?  Again, 
and  again,  have  I  preflfed  upon  the  Houfe  the  neceffity  and  policy 
''f  adopting  meafures  for  the  reftoration  of  peace,  aiui  again  and 
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again  have  my  motions  for  that  purpofe  be^n  reje6led«  In  order 
to  (how  how  greatly  Miiiifters  itiifcalculated  the  nature  of  the  coi^- 
teft>  at  that  former  period  when  I  argued  for  peace,  it  was  faid, 
'*  What,  make  peace  before  you  have  achieved  a  (ingle  conteft, 
and  when  you  are  j\j\f\  t)eginning  to  make  advances  in  the  country 
of  the  enemy !"  Such,  at  that  time,  was  the  ftile  of  reafoning  brought 
forward  in  oppofition  to  the  arguments  Which  I  urged  in  iavour  of 
peace.  So  widely  were  Minifters  then  deceived  with  refped  to  the 
nature  of  the  conteft,  fo  falfely  did  they  calculate  as  to  the  turn  of 
fubfequent  events.  Unhappy  calcplation  !  Unhappy  miftal^e  !  Tho 
objed  did  not  refped  a  particular  branch  of  trade,  or  a  limited  ex- 
tent of  territory.  The  moft  important  interefts  of  the  country  were 
at  ftake.  The  Minifters,  By  their  calculations,  were  not  pledging 
•  Jamaica,  or  any  ifland  of  the  Weft  Indies.  They  were  pledging 
Great  Britain  itfelf,  the  fate  of  which  may  in  fome  degree  be  con- 
iidered  a3  dependant  on  the  iflfue  of  this  night's  debate.  The  right 
honourable  gendeman  formerly  in  talking  of  the  nature  of  the  cpn« 
teft,  made  ufe  of  a  memorable  expreflion,  and  which  cannot  eafily 
be  forgotten.  He  intimated  that  ^e  nature  of  the  conteft  was  fudi, 
that  our  exertions  ought  to  know  no  bounds,  except  fo  far  as  they 
were  limited  by  our  refources,  and  that  our  efforts  muft  be  extended 
(o  the  utmoft  pitch,  before  we  could  either  hope  for  an  honourable 
termination  of  the  ftruggle,  or  the  fecure  and  permanent  enjoyment 
of  peace.  He  eiqprefsly  declared  that  we  ought  iK)t  to  ce^e  from 
the  copteft,  till  we  (hould  be  able  to  fay> 

'*  Poffii  qu4e  flurima  virtus 

The  right  honourable  gentleman  has  ftated  the  difficulties  af* 
teqdant  ypori  the  negotiation,  gs  ariiing  from  two  circumftanqes  ; 
fi^ft,  thq  difficulty  in  all  cafes,  of  propofing  overtures,  without  be- 
i^g  able  to  fifcertain  what  reception  they  are  likely  \o  experience  ; 
fecon^iy,  the  particular  pbftacles  from  the  relative  fituation  of  the 
two  countries.  Ti^e  right  honourable  gentleman  has,  however^ 
pmittei)  to  ftate  a  difficulty  more  weighty  and  infuperable  th^n 
either  of  thofb  I  have  now  mentioned.  In  every  negotiation  t)}e 
difEcuW  of  coming  to  any  definitive  arrangement,  muft  be  infinitejr 
increatbd  in  proportion  to  the  degree  of '^ftruft  entertained  by  tl]e 
piutiefi  wit^i  refpeA  to  their  rnutual  intentiops.  If  the  right  hc^ 
insurable  ^i^deman  had  fome  reafon  to  fufpe£t  the  ilincerity  of  the 
J^reiK^h  B^redor^,  had  not  th^y  at  leaft  equal  grounds  to  entertaifi 
the  tktqt  ^opbts  Vf  ith  refpe^  to  his  vjews  in  the  negotiation  ?  Afttf 
every  epithet  of  icproach  bad  been  exhaufted  by  Mmiftcfi  to  nli^ 
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their  dianAcn,  ms  it  to  be  expeded  that  diqr  would  readily  liftcn 
to  terms  of  peace  didated  by  thofe  MiniAera,  except  they  were 
broiight  into  that  Ifatce  of  necefliiy  and  fubmiflion,  which  precluded 
theih  from  any  alternative^  and  oompelled  them  to  an  uncondi- 
tional compliance  with  any  paci6c  propofition  that  might  be  prcfentcd 
to  their  acceptance  1     When  Xord  MaloieOniry,  in  addrdfing  the 
French  Minifter,  (b  often  brings  forward  his  profefTion  of  high  con- 
fideration,  I  cannot  but  fmile,  when  I  recolle<^  that  Lord  Auck- 
land was  made  a  Peer,  (for  I  know  of  no  other  itafon  for  his  ad* 
i^ancement  to  that  dignity),  merely  becaufe  he  declared  that  the 
men  who  are  now  addrdfed  in  fuch  lefpcAful  terms  ''  ought  to 
be  put  under  the  fword  of  the  law,"  and  becaufe  he  denounced  than 
as  mifcreants  aitd  traitors  to  all  Europe.     His  Lordlhip,  by  this 
declarationj  brought  forward  in  a  public  capcity,  ihewed  that  he,^ 
ading  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain,  was  not  flow  to  be  their  execu- 
tioner and  their  jud|ge«     There  is  one  part  of  the  addrefs,  which  the 
ri^  honourable  gentleman  has  entirely  omitted  to  norice»  and  to 
which  I  can  by  no  means  fubfcribe— that  Hts  Majefly  has  negleded 
no  proper  opportunitf  to  conclude  this  war.     {Here  Mr.  Fox  de- 
fired  the  paragraph  in  the  addrds  to  be  read  by  the  cleric].     A  few 
years  9gp,  when  I  eameiUy  prefled  the  propriety  of  the  negotiation, 
the  right  honourable  gentlemsm  contended,  that  the  French  were  not 
capable  of  maintaining  the  relations  of  peace  and  amity.     He  nei- 
therj  however^  at  that  time,  nor  at  any  fubficquent  period,  fliowcd 
anyrnfon  why  tfaqr  were  not  cquble  of  maintaining  thofe  relations. 
I  aik,  in  what  refpeA  they  are  now  become  more  capable  of  main^ 
taining  thofe. relations,  than  when  I  formerly  propofed  to  treat } 
Will  th^  rig^t  honourable  gentleman  £iy,  that  then  there  was  only 
a  provind^l  GoTemmenl,  and  that  there  now  exifta  a  permanent 
Conftituti^nl     I  am  fure  that  he  will  not  venture  to  prefa  that' 
aigumcnt»  as  he  muft  be  aware  of  the  extent  to  which.it  will  lead 
him.     And  if  fuch  be  tfafc  aft,  I  have  no  hefitation  to  ftate,  that 
At  aflfcrtioQln  the  addreft,  that  no  proper  opportunity  has  been 
omitted  to  ooneiude  peace,  is  eiiiidy  folic,  and  as  fudi,  rouft  meet 
sny  decided  negative.    At  laft,  however,  die  rig^t  honourable  goh 
tiaom  dccfanesy  that  he  folt  [f  lits  duty  to  attempt  negotiation.    I 
did  not  Sihik  it  tttj.dafi$^  <omc  forward  to  animadvert  other  on 
the  rootives.of  JAioonduAy  or  on  tl^  probable  refidt  df  tfia  mea- 
iiin^  tiU  %  OffM  had^^ke  for  itfelf.    The  refult  has  proved  to 
be  fuch  asi,  however  4mxioufly  .we  iq^fit  bedtlpofod  to  deprecate  it| 
was  not  cSfficolt  to  forefec  fiom  jflhe  isomroeneement  of  the  nqgotia* 
tion;  Itili  mm  ^ontAi^aMfe  in  which  it  has  b^ 
the  oomi^ffM^  confidcr  the  admiittftnitioD  oTthe  riffd  l¥«»ar« 
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able  gendeman  to  be  t  blefling»  tfaqr  muft  tako  tfadr  cMce  between 
the  continuance  of  that  bkflSng  and  the  reftoiation  of  peace.     It  it 
evident  that  thofe  individuak  who  have  conduced  the  war  with  fuch 
notorious  incapacity,  and  entailed  (o  many  nnATchieft  ontheooontryt 
mud  of  all  others  be' the  fpoft  unfit  to  repair  the  errors  of  their  own 
policy,  and  fcciire  to  Gieat  Britain  the  enjoyment  of  permanent 
tranquillity.     But  not  only  have  they  evinced  this  glaring  incapa* 
city  in  the  management  of  the  prefent  war,  their  condo^  in  former 
negotiations  with  rcfpedt  to  Spain  andRuflia  has  been  fudi,  as  on 
the  one  hand  to  excite  confiderable  diAruft,  and  on  the  other  to 
infpirc  a  well-grounded  hope  of  bringing  them  down  from  the  moft 
lofty  prctenfions  ta  the  moft  humiliating  conceffions.     But  what 
cah  be  though  of  .  their  fincerity  j^  die  prefent  infiance^  when  Aey 
have  repeatedly  dedaied  diat  any  peace,  under  die  particular  cir« 
cumftances,  could  only  ttflbrd  a  breathing  fpace  fnm  hoffitity,  and 
ultimately  muft  tend  to  redoubk  all  die  mifdnefs  to  be  dreaded  from 
a  continuance  of  the  war  ?     But  even  if  Miniflers  had  conduAed 
die  war  with  jibility  as  diftingtiiftied,  as  their  incapadty  has  been 
notorious,  if  diey  had  difplayed  in  debate  at' modi  temper  and  pru* 
dence,  as  they  hiave  difoovered  irhpolitic  and  indecent  violence^  i^ 
tkey  had  ftiewn  themfelves  as  much  friends  to  d^  French,  as  on 
every  occafion  they  have  endeavoured  to  prove  themfdves  the  le- 
verfe;  ftill  I  (hould  have  no  hopes  of  peace  on  any  permanent  bafisy 
except  the  prefcnt  fyftem  of  policy  was  entirely  changed,  and  the 
prindplcs  upon  whidi  the  war  was  undertake  totally  diia^rawed« 
If  the  adminiftration  was  tabe  transferred  into  the  hands  of  perfixis, 
whoTe  abilities  I  admire,  and  whofe  integrity  I  refpeA,  as  much 
as  I  contemn  and  reprobate  the  talents  and  chancer  of  thofe  whb 
^  now  placed  at  die  helm  of  aifiiirs,  ftill  I  (hould  confider  thia 
^diangeor  fyftem  and  dtfavowal  of  prindples,  to  be  a  neceflary  pre- 
linmuxy  <if  peace.     [A  laugh  fiom  the  Trdifury  Bench].     I  tee 
the  right-'  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Pitt)  fmile.  at  the  idea  of 
power  being  transferred  into  other  hands.     No  cxpreflion  of  ridi« 
€ule  from  that  quarter  can  peribnally  iSkSt  me  v  but  it  will  be  long 
befisic  the  country  fmile  in  confequence  of  any  triumph  which  that 
fij^  honourable  gentleman  may  enjoy  in  this  Houfe.     I  again  fay, 
that  it  is  neceflary  that  the  principles  upon  which  the  war  was  un- 
dertaken fliould  be  exprefsly  difavowed.     It  is  neceflary  for  the 
folidity  and .  permanence  of  any  peace  that  may  be  concluded,  diat 
the  maxims  of  found  fenfe,  and  of  impartial  equity,  be  recognized 
in  the  outfet  of  the  negotiation.     The  prefent  has  been  a  war  of 
paflion  and  of  prejudice,  ztid  not  of  policy  and  of  felf-deience* 

The  right  honourable  gendertian,  whatever  mxf  have  been  hit 

4  F  2 


588  PARLIAMENTARY  [CoMMoNt.. 

(incerity  in  the  tran(adion«  4s  noftranger  to  the  advantages  that  may 
be  derived  from  tlie  idea  of  a  pending  nc;gotiatbn.  That  he  now 
feds  thofe  advantages  nobody  will  difpute.  I  know  that  fome  weeks 
ago  a  very  confident  report  was  circulated  with  refpefi  to  the  proba- 
blKty  of  peace.  It  would  be  curious  to  know  how  far  Lord 
Malme(bury  at  that  period  was  influenced  by  any  fuch  belief.  It 
does  not  appear  from  the  papers  on  the  table,  that  at  the  moment  he 
coiAi  reafonably  hope  for  a  fuccefsful  iAue  to  his  negotiation*  It 
feems  xlubious  indeed,  from  the  infpe^ion  of  thole  papers,  whether 
hard  Malmefbury  was  not  fent  over  merely  to  (hew  his  diplomatic 
dexterity ;  to  fence  and  parry  with  M.  Delacroix,  in  order  to  evince 
his  iTuperior  fkill  and  adroitnefs  in  the  management  of  argument,  and 
tlie  arts  of  political  finefle ;  to  confound  the  (hallow  capacity,  and 
Ibperficial  reafoning  of  the  Frencn  Minifter,  and  to  make  the  caufe 
of  this  country  appear  to  be  the  better  caufe.  WImIc  l.ord  Malmef- 
bury  Was  enoployed  thus  honourably  in  the  difplay  of  his  talents  at 
l^aris,  the  Minifter  had  an  ufeful  objc^  of  .policy  to  anfwer  at  home. 
It  was  found  convenient  for  the  purpofe  of  financial  arrangements 
to  hold  out  the  hope  of  peace,  till  futh  time  a^  it  was  found  that 
the  ^pearance  of  negotiation  might  he  renounced  tvithout  any  un- 
favourable c(fe£k,  as  to  the  fuppliesof  the  year.  But  in  order  mort 
completely  to  afcertain  the  lincerity  which  has  been  (hewn  by  Mi- 
jiTfters  in  the  dciire  which  they:  have  exprefl'cd  for  peace,  and  the 
feirnefs  of  the  mea'ns  which  they  have  employed  for  the  attainnnent 
of  that  o^e&,  it  nlay  be  neccifary  to  enter  a  little  more  minutely 
into  the  hiftory  of  the  negotiation,  and  to  follow  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  through  the  lofig  detail  which  he'broMght  forward  on  the 
fubjed,  and  \vbich  tiras  fufticiently  laboured  to  prove  that  he  was 
aware  of  all  the  difficulties  with  which  he  had  to  contend  in  vindi- 
cating the  character  of  the  BritiAi  Government,  and  of  the  nece({ity 
to  put  the  moft  favourable  glofs  upon  their  condu<^.  The  firil 
>]lep  takeh  for  the  purpofe  of  negotiation  was,  the  cpmmu;\ication  at 
&fle,  in  which  Mr.  "Wickham  had  been  engaged  as  the  agent  of 
the  Britilh  Government.  As  he  was  not  authorized  to  take  any 
definitive  ftep,  or  to  make  any  declaration  binding  on  the  Govern- 
ment, but  little  (befs  could  be  laid  on  the  drcumftance.  Thofe, 
liowever,  who  attended  to  the  details  of  that  OranfaSion,  would 
not  be  difpofcd,  even  in  that  early  fiage  of  the  bulinefs,  to  draw  arf 
inference  very  favourable  to  the  fincerity  otMimfters.  The  mltSio^ 
df  Lord  Malme(bury  is  unquefiionably  what  Miniilcrs  wifh  (o  be 
•confidered  as  the  grand  effort  for  peace,  and  as  afibrding  an  une- 
quivocal proof  of  the  fincerity  of  their  wifbes  for  its  attaunment. 
Of  the  details  of  that  negotiation  we  are  enabled  to  judge  from 
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the  papers  which  have  been  laid  upon  the  table  of  this  Houfe.  Till 
the  puUication  of  His  Majedy's  manifefto  on  the  fubje<Sy  I  was 
only  acquainted  with  the  circumftances  of  that  tianfadion  irom  the 
fiatement  of  the  public  prints.  I  was  not  a  little  furpriyed  when 
the  manifefto  reached  me  in  the  country,  and  from  the  perufal  of 
its  contents  was  induced  to  fufped  that  I  muft  have  been  compktelf 
mifled  in  my  previous  information.  On  the  infpedion,  however^ 
of  the  papers  laid  on  your  table,  I  was  ilill  more  fuprized  when  I 
found  diat  the  {nibltc  prints  were  much  more  accurate  in  their  rc- 
piefentation  of  h&s  than  His  Majefty's  declaration.  Never,  in- 
deed, was  there  any  paper  brought  forward  with  the  ftamp  of  offi- 
cial authority  fo  little  connefied  with  the  documents  upon  which  it 
is  profefled  to  be  founded  ;  fo  )ktt\^  warranted  in  the  conclufions 
drawn  from  its  premifes.  It  entirely  conceals  the  mod  important 
h&s  of  the  negotiation,  and  dates  the  others  fo  loofely  as  not  to 
exhibit  them  in  any  preciie  and  diftindi  ihape.  The  right  honour- 
able gentlems^n  has  dated  that  a  degree  of  difrefped  was  in  the 
€rft  indance  (hewn  to  a  foreign  Court  by  the  French  Directory,  in 
their  refufal  to  grant  a  -padpovt  for  a  Britiib  AmbaffadcMr,  upon  the 
application  of  the  Minifter  (torn  the  Court  of  Denmark.  But 
bow  does  this  fad  dand  ?  The  Court  of  Denmark  did  not  at  all 
Interfere  in  the  bufineis.  The  Daniih  Minider,  in  the  letter  in 
which  he  applied  for  a  paflport,  exprelsly  dated,  thatbeafied  merely 
in  a  private  capacity,  and  not  in  confequenoe  of  any  indruAion 
vrfiich  he  had  received  iirom  his  Court.  So  much  then  for  the  al- 
ledged  difvcfped)  diewn  by  die  French  to  a  foreign  Court,  and  the 
inference  which  is  then  drawn  of  a  diipofition  thus  manifeded  to 
throw  contempt  on  all  edabltdied  ufages,  and  to  difpenfe  with  the 
ordinary  foons  of  accommodation,  and  the  underdood  civilities  of 
political  intercourfe.  I  underdand,  that  as  an  apology  for  bringing 
forward  the  mantfedo  previous  to  the  publication  of  the  papers,  much 
has  been  faid  of  the  mechanical  labour  of  preparing  thofe  papers  for 
the  inipedtion  of  the  Houfe.  I  have  formerly  been  in  c^ce,  and 
I  believe  that  thofe  who  are  now  engaged  in  the  fervice  of  the  de- 
partmcnt  are  fully  as  capable  and  diligent  as  the  perfons  by  whom  I 
was  then  aiTided.  And  I  confidently  declare  that  I  fee  nothing  in 
the  mechanical  labour  of  thofe  papers  that,  if  thqy  had  arrived  on 
&iturday  morning,  ougjht  to  have  prevented  them  from  being  in  a 
iiate  of  readinefs  to  be  produced  on  Saturday  evenif^.  But  I 
lather  fufped,  that  with  regard  to  the  publication  of  the  manifedo^ 
it  was  thought  expedient  to  attempt  to  give  a  bias  to  the  fentiments 
of  the  Houfe,  before  it  was  deemed  advifeable  to  fubmit  the  fads 
contained  in  the  j»pcn  to  their  cool  and  ibber  iovedigition.    As  to 
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the  dehf  which  has  been  imputed  on  the  (bore  of  mechanical 
labour,  I  am  rather  difpofed  to  believe  dnt  it  was  porpofely  in- 
terpoTedy  in  order  to  ailord  to  Minifters  an  opportunity  of'  revifii^ 
the  papers,  and  of  deciding  whiat.part  of  their  contents  it  might  be 
prudent  to  fupprefs,  and  what  might  be  £ifely  fobmitted  to  the  pub- 
lic eye.  It  is  curious  to  attend  to  the  nature  of  the  powers  with 
which  Lord  Malmefbury  was  fumiflied,  and  to  their  oonne<5iion 
with  the  obje6t  of  his  miffion.  He  was  fent  in  order  to  negotiate 
for  peace,  and  furniflied  with  full  powers  to  conclude;  but  thou^' 
he  was  thus  authorized  to  conclude,  he  was  allowed  no  latitude  to 
treat.  He  had  no  inftrudlions  with  refped  to  the  terms  he  (faftMild 
propofe,  and  no  difcretion  upon  which  to  afi  with  reipeft  Id  die 
propoiitions  he  might  receive.  When  he  was  aiked,  if  he  cane 
to  treat  for  the  King  of  Great  Britain  feparatdy  ?  he  fiud.  No : 
but  that  he  came  jointly  to  treat  for  the  King  of  Great  Britain 
and  lus  allies.  When  he  was  aiked.  If  he  was  fiimifhed  wiA 
any j)owers  from  thofe  allies  ?  he  again  replied«~No.  When  he 
was  aiked,  What  terms  he  had  to  propofe  ?  he  laid  he  would  iend 
for  inftriidions.  Thus  it  appeared,  that  he  was  empowered  to 
conclude  for  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  but  not  qualified  to  treat ; 
and  that  for  the  allies  for  whom  he  came  to  treat,  he  had  nopowea 
to  conclude.  Could  there  poflibly  be  a  more  ridiculous  £aoe— a 
I         more  palpable  mockery  of  the  forms  of  ncgotiatkm ) 

We  nes^t  come  to  the  bafis ;  and  this,  indeed,  carries  us  but  a 
I  little  way  in  the  progrefs  of  negotiation.  In  this  inflanoe,  the  bafis 
I  was  Isdd  fo  wide,  ai  to  comprehend  no  diftinfl  objed,  and  to  be  re- 
ducible to  no  preqfe  meaning.  It  was  that  fort  of  general  principle 
which  no  one  could  poflibly  difpute,  but  which  could  at  the  fame 
time  be  attended  with  no  pra6lical  benefit.  The  Fiendi  accord- 
ii^ly  ftated,  that  they  had  agreed  to  your  principle^  and  that  they 
only  dtfputed  its  application.  The  ri^t  honourable  gentleman  has 
aflferted  that  a  bafis  is  always  defirable ;  but,  then  it  ought  to  be  a 
bafis  which,  meant  fomething,  and  not,  as  in  the  prefent  inlhnce, 
which  meant  nothing.  The  principle  of  mutual  compenfiitions  ii 
fuftAantially  recognized  in  every  negotiation,  and  did  not  require 
to  be  fpecified. 

The  general  objeds  of  difpute  in  fixing  a  bafis  of  negotiation 
have  been,  Whether  it  (hould  be  r^ulated  by  ^tfiatus  ptd  a^e 
ielluniy  or  the  uts  poffidetts  ?  The  right  honourable  gentleman  (htcd, 
as  a  proof  of  relu£lance  to  negotiate  on  the  part  of  the  French,  diat 
they  for  fome  time  hefitated  to  admit  our  propofed  bafis  \  but,  in 
fadl,  they  virtually  recognized  the  princfple  when  they  entered  into 
the  difcuflion  of  terms.     He  who  aiks.  What  you  will  givei  oi 
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ftaftea  ^vfaat  he  is  wQling  to  receive,  at  once  admits  the  bafis  of  ma- 
toal  compen&tion*  But  as  a  proof  of  the  confiftency  of  Minifiers, 
a  fortnight  afterwards,  when  the  French  formally  recognized  the 
principle,  and  aflced  Lord  Malmefbury,  What  terms  he  was  pre- 
pared to  propofe  ?  he  was  unprovided  with  any  anfwer,  and  obliged 
to  icnd  to  this  country  for  inftru6Hons.  What  inference  is  to  be 
drawn  from  this  condudl  on  the  part  of  Minifters?  Is  it  not  moft 
probable,  that  by  thus  bringing  forward  a  futile,  illufory  and  un- 
meaning bafis,  they  expeded  to  difguft  the  French  in  the  firft  in- 
(bince,  and  at  once  to  get  rid  of  the  n^otiation  ;  and  if  the  French^ 
who  mud  have  felt  themfdves  mocked  bv  this  treatment,  and  who 
mud  have  been  more  and  more  afTured  of  the  inlincerity  of  our 
Minifters,  had  thought  proper  to  (lop  all  ^rther  proceedings,  would 
they  not  have  been  fully  juftified  ?  By  what  motives  were  they 
bound  to  countenance  a  tranfadtion  which  was  conduced  with  nO 
good  faith,  and  could  promife  no  fatisfadtory  iffue  ?  Undoubtedly 
Minifters  expeded  that  the  French  would  have  refented  the  infolt, 
and  have  broken  off  the  negotiation  in  its  outfet*  They  thus  hoped 
to  obtain  an  eafy  credit  for  their  pacific  intentions,  and  to  throw 
upon  the  enemy  the  odium  of  a  determined  purpofe  of  hoftility,  and 
an  unreafonable  rejedlion  of  the  preliminary  bafls  of  negotiation. 
Unfortunately,  however,  for  this  proje6l,  the  bads  was  recognized. 
The  difappointment  of  Miniders  was  evident.  Lord  Malmef- 
bury was  unprepared  how  to  ad},  and  obliged  to  fend  for  farther  in* 
flrufiions.  The  quedion  with  Miniders  then  became,  "  Since  they 
have  fo  ungracioufly  and  unexpedtedly  accepted  the  bafis  which 
we  intended  to  be  rejedted.  What  can  we  find  that  they  mud  be 
indifpeniably  called  upon  to  refufe  i  What  terms  of  infult  and  hu- 
miliation  can  we  find  that  may  roufe  their  dormant  pride,  and  in- 
evitably provoke  rejedionr"  Lord  Malmefbury,  who  before  had  no 
terms  to  propofe,  was  now  to  be  indrufied  to  bring  forward  terms 
for  the  purpofe  of  being  rejeAed ;  and  care  was  taken  that  they 
fliould  be  of  fuch  a  nature  as  could  not  be  expedled  to  undergo  much 
difcuflkm,  or  readily  to  fail  of  their  purpofe. 

I  come  now^  Sir,  to  confider  what  was  faid  by  the  right  honour* 
able  gentleman  with  refpedi  to  the  paid<!ular  terms.  In  com- 
mencing ihy^  part  of  his  ipeech,  he  thought  Tome  apology  neceffary 
for  the^lbrt  of  terms  which  had  been  pmpofed  by  Lord  Malmef- 
bury oa  die  part  of  this  country.  He  fbted  that  'it  was  always 
tifual  to  be  fomewh'at  high  in  our  demands  in  the  fird  indance ; 
that  any  propofitions  at  (be  conmiqKement  of  a  negotiation  were 
never  oonfidered  as  decifive,  and  that,  in  the  progrefs  of  treating,  wc 
m^^  tdax  fiom  our  ori^nal  demands  as  drcumftances  fhoaki  rea-* 
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der  expedient.  But  was  the  rfght  honourable  gentleman  (o  unfit 
for  the  fituation  which  he  held,  fo  ill  qtialified  to  judge  of  die  con- 
dodt  which  was  proper  for  diofe  rimes,  as  fertouily  to  maintiin  this 
ai^gument  ?  Did  he  not  reeolle£^,  that,  from  what  he  had  himfcif 
flated,  negodiation  itfelf  might  be  confidered  as  made  upon  a  hoffile 
principle  ?  He  had  defcribed  it  as  a  negotiation,  the  unfuccefsful 
vefult  of  whieh  mud  tend  to  divide  France  and  to  unite  Great  Bri- 
tain,  which  mufl  give  indubitable  confirmation  to  the  judice  of  oiir 
caufe  and  add  double  energy  to  our  future  efibrts.  In  this  fituation, 
and  with  this  particular  view,  what  wife  man  would  have  lodged 
to  die  laft  precedent  of  negotiation  in  order  to  regulate  his  condud^, 
and  have  conceived  it  neccflary  to  proceed  with  all  the  tedioufnels 
of  forms  and  dexterity  of  diplomatic  artifice  which  mig^t  have  been 
employed  in  any  former  indance  !  Inl^ead  of  canying  your  preten- 
fions  higher  than  you  mi^ht  be  difpiofed  to  accept,  you  fliould  have 
gone  to  the  other  extreme ;  you  fhould  have  fiated  them  a^  the 
loweft  point  of  what  you  deemed  to  be  fkir  and  equitable,  and,  if 
ai^  thing,  rather  been  below  the  mark  of  what  you  might  iairly 
claim,  than  exorbitant  and  unreafonable  in  your  demands.  You 
would  thus  have  fecured  the  end  which  the  MInifter  profeiled  to 
have  in  view— to  render  apparent  to  all  Europe^  the  equiqrand 
moderation  of  your  own  fentiments,  ^nd  the  injuftice  and  ambitign 
of  the  enemy.  Had  the  French,  from  a  fufptcion  of  your  fincc- 
rity,  been  inclined  to  break  ofF  the  negotiation  in  the  firft  (hg?, 
they  might. have  faid,  '^  as  no  bafis  has  been  a^eed  upon,  we  fe; 
that  the  negotiation  can  come  to  no  good,  and  therorore  we  mil 
ftop  all  farther  proceedings."  But  when  they  acceded  to  you^ 
bafis,  and  invited  you  to  propofe  particular  terms,  it  then  became 
you  to  be  doubly  careful,  by  the  faimefs  and  moderation  with  which 
you  aded,  to  demonflrate  the  equity  of  your  charaAer,  and  vindi- 
cate your  own  fincerity  in  the  eyes  of  Europe.  J  (hatl  now  advert 
to  the  two  confidential  memorials.  I  eonfefs  that  I  nev^  was  more 
Arongly  ftruck  with  the  impoflibility,  even  for  talents  the  moft 
fplendid,  and  eloquence  the  raoft  powerful,  to  cover  the  weakpefi 
of  a  caufe,  and  fupply  the  deficiency  of  real  argument,  than  in  tiie 
inftance  of  what  the  right  honourable  gentleman  fatd  with  lefped 
10  Holland.  Even  if'  Holland  (hould  be  reftored  to  its  prifiinc 
fituatibn,  if  the  Stadthddcr  (hould  be  rdnfiated  in  the  Government, 
and  the  alliatice  renewed  with  this  cbuntry,  he  docs  not  go  the 
length  of  faying,  that  even  then  he  would  reftore  to  Holland  all 
her  former  poflTefiions.  No«-he  might  then  perhaps  only  be  di(^ 
pofed  to  relax  in  their  fovour  a  confidei^ble  part  of  the  conditions 
0^  which  die  prefent  ftateof  diings  obliges  him  to  infift.     A  right 
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honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Dundas)  fometime  fince  made. a  very 
imprudent  declaration  in  this  Houfe — that  as  we  had  taken  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and  Ceylon,  we  meant  to  keep  them  for 
ever.  We  feel  ourfelves,  it  fcems,  too  nearly  intereftcd  in  thofc 
acquifitidns  to  be  difpofcd  to  rcHnquifh  them.  '  This  is  rcafoning 
very  much  a  la  Francaife.  We  fay  that  it  is  better  even  for  the 
Dutch  themfelves,  that  Ceylon  and  the  Cajie  of  Good  Hope  (hould 
be  in  our  hands  than  in  theirs.  The  French  may,  with  equal  "^ 
juftice,  alledge  the  fame  pretence  for  their  refufal  to  part  with  Bel- 
gium. They  may  fay  that  it  is  better  for  the  intcrcfts  of  Bel- 
gium that  it  (hould  remain  in  their  hands,  than  that  it  (hould  be 
rcftored  to  Auftria.  But  if  Holland  be  not,  in  every  rcfpcdt,  re- 
inftated  in  her  former  iituation,  then,  fays  the  right  honourable 
gentleman,  wc  have  nothing  to  propofe.  It  is  curious  to  remark^ 
in  i\\^  very  moment  that  he  is  at  fuch  pains  to  reprefent  the  de- 
mands of  the  French  as  in  the  higheft  degree  exorbitant  and  un- 
juft,  how  much  he  countenances  thofe  demands  by  the  ftile  of  his 
own  pretcnfions.  He  fliys,  "  Wc  have  taken  a  great  deal  from 
Holland,  they  have  talcen  nothing  from  us,  therefore  we  are  not 
bound  in  juftice  and  equity  to  make  them  any  rcftitution  ;  but  if 
Macftricht,  or  fome  place  be  ceded  to  the  Emperor  for  the  fecurity 
of  the  Auftrian  Netherlands,  we  may  perhaps  be  induced  to  make 
them  fomc  rcftitution,  but  on  ho  account  can  wc  confent  that  Cey- 
lon or  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  Ihall  be  rcftored."  On  the  fame 
grounds  might/ the  French  fey;  "  We  have  taken  a  great  deal 
from  the  Emperor,  he  has  taken  nothing  from  us,  we  therefore 
are  not  bound  in  juftice  and  equity  to  mate  him  any  rcftitution  : 
We  demand  that  the  uti  p^Jfldetis  be  the  bafis  of  the  negotiation." 
What  are  the  fpccific  propofals  which  you  make  to  the  French  ? 
You  propofe  to  tlicm  to  give  up  all  their  conquefts  to  the  Em^)eror, 
and  to  evacuate  Italy^  The  right  honourable  gentleman  has  faid, 
that  it  is  a  fttained  geographical  fuppofuion,  that  by  this  demand 
with  refpecl  to  Italy,  it  ihould  be  under 2ocd  that  thej'  are  alfo  re- 
quired to  evacuate  Savoy  and  Nice.  I  know  not  upon  what  geo- 
graphical authority  he  proceeds-,  when  he  affirms  that  this  would 
be  a  ftrained  fup^^jfition  ;  I  always  thought  that  thcfe  places  had 
been  in  no  other  country  but  Italy  ;  perhaps  I  may  have  been 
miftakcn.  Your  propofe  to  the  French  to  evacuate  V'^^X*  ^^  8*^^ 
up  the  Milanefe,  Belgium  and  Luxemburgh  ;  you  demand  of  them 
to  negotiate  the  arrangement  of  peace  with  Germany,  with  his 
Imperial  Majefty  as  conftitutional  head  of  the  empire.  And  though 
tlie  French  are  already  at  peace  with  the  moft  confiderable  Gcr-' 
manic  powers,  with  the  King  of  Pruifia,  with  the  ElciSlors  of 
Vol.  I.  4  G 
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SaxonjTy  Hanover,  &c.  you  thus  would  place  them  in  a  (ituatton 
in  which  they  would  have  to  begin  all  thefe  treaties  anew.     You 
hint  indeed,  that  in  confcqucnce  of  this  arrangement,  which  fup- 
pofcs  on  their  part  fo  great  a  facrifice,  that  it  is  not  impoflible  that 
fomc  ceflion  may  be  made  to  them  on  the  Germanic  fide  of  their 
frontiers.     And  in  return  for  all  the  facrifices  you  require  from  the 
French,  you  offer  to  rcilorc  to  them  Martinique,  St.  Lucia,  Tobago; 
referving,  however,  one  of  them  as  an  equivalent,  if  they  arc  to 
retain  St.  Domingo.     The  reftoration  of  Belgium  is  dated  as  a 
ftne  qua  non ;  it  has  been  reprefented  to  be  of  the  utmofl  impor- 
tance, that  it  fliould  not  be  fufFcred  to  remain  in  the  hands  of  the 
French..     I  (hould  indeed  regret  to  fee  Pelgium  attached  to  the 
territories  of  the  Republic  ;  but  if  you  are  really  fincerc  in  your 
wifhcs  for  peace,  if  you  confider  Belgium  as  an  objeft  ofvfo  much 
value,  do  n<)t  offer  bral's  for  gold.     Let  us  pCft  the  cafe,  that  Bel- 
gium were  Ttill  in  the  hands  of  the  Emperor,  how  would  3'ou  treat 
the  offer  of  \:wo  or  three  Weft  India   Tflands,  on  the  part  of  the 
French,  in  order  that  it  might  be  given  up  to  them  ?   If  you  really 
wifhed  France  to  give  up  Belgium,  you  (hould  have  offered  to  give 
up  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  which  a  determination  has  been  fo 
indifcrctely  expreffcd  to  retain.      I  have   no  hefitation  in  faying, 
that  it  ought  only  to  be  confidercd  as  an  inflrumcnt  to  procure  the 
reftoraiion  of  peace  on  favourable  terms,  and  that  if  you  could  get 
a  proper  equivalent,  that  you  ought  not  to  keep  it ;  what  you  now 
offer  is  trifling  indeed,  and  if  France  (liould  comply  with  your  de- 
mands, what  would  be  her  relative  fituation  with  refpcdl  to  the 
other  powers  of  Europe  ?  She  would  in  that  cafe  have  given  up 
Belgium,  Luxemburgh  aud  Italy,  and  farther  it  is  required,  that 
foniething  (hould  be  ceded  to  the  Emperor,  in  order,  as  is  dated, 
to  render  him  fecure  on  the  fide  of  the  Aui^rian  Netherlands.    The 
three  great  powers  of  Europe  will  all  of  them  be  left  with  confi- 
derable  acquifitions.     The  king  of  Pruffia  has  gained  a  third  part 
of  Poland.     Ruffia  has  detained  a  cc^nfidcrable  extent  of  territory 
from  that  unfortunate  country  ;  and  in  addition  to  his  ftiare'in  the 
divifion,  it  is  alfo  propofed  that  the  Emperor  of  Germany  (hall  be 
put  in  poffedion  of  Maeftricht,  or  of  fome  othcr'place  :   France  is 
only  to  be  left  with  Savoy,  Nice  and  Avignon.      Is  the  ftatc  of 
the  war  fucl^as  to  juftify  this  propofition  ?   Is  it  fair  and  equitable 
that  all  the  otlwr  powers  fliould  gain  more  than  France.?     When 
Great  Britain  made  a  propofition  fo  unn  afonable,  France  naturally 
took  a  (\cp  calculated  to  give  confidence  to  the  people  in  thofc  coun- 
tries (he  had  annexed  to  the  Republic,  by.  declaring  that  on  no  ac- 
count could  (he  confent  to  give  them  up.     In  the  ingenious  con^ 
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fcrcnce  which  took  place  between  the  Britifh  Ambaffador  and  the 
French  Miniftcr,  Lord  Malmcftury  declared  that  the  King  of  Great 
Britain  would  not  recede  from  his  demand  with  refpeft  to  the  Ne- 
therlands.    Muft  not  the  French,  in  confequence  of  this  declara- 
tion, have  been  induced  to  affume  an  equally  rcfolute  tone  with  re- 
fycfX  to  their  intention  of  keeping  that  territory,  when  from  the 
nature  bf  the  terms  propofcd  they  perceived  no  likelihood  that  peace 
could  be  had  ?     As  to  the  French  Miniftcr  having  afked  Lord 
Malmcfbur)'  to  give  in  his  ultimatum,  it  evidently  meant  no  more 
than  that  he  fliould  make  a  formal  declaration  of  what  he  had  faid 
with  refpcdt  to  Belgium,  a  demand  which  furely  cannot  be  conGdered 
^  unreafonable.     After  having  heard  to-day  fo  much  ftated  of  the 
value  of  Belgium,  and  fach  importance  to  the  demand  that  it  fliould 
be  reftored  to  the  Emperor,  I  cannot  but  recoUedl  that  it  is  not 
very  long  fince,  that  the  people  of  that  country  were  in  a  ftate  of 
rebellion,  and  that  it  was  furmifed  at  the  time,  tliat  we  were  by  no 
means  averfe  to  fupport  them  in  their  endeavours  to  fliake  off  the 
Auftrian  yoke.     But  however  great  the  value  of  Belgium  may  be, 
is  it  an  objcft  of  fuch  immenfe  confequence  as  to  juftify  the  con- 
tinuance of  a  long,  a  hazardous,  and  deftrudiive  war  ?   Is  it  worth 
being  contended  for  at  the  expence  of  fuch  blood  and  trcafure  ? 
And  even  if  the  objefls  be  deemed  fo  valuable  as  to  juftify  all  thofc 
facrifices,  there  is  another  queftion  to  be  contidered.     If  in  addi- 
tion to  that  expence  and  <;arnage  with  which  the  war  has  already 
been  attended,  it  be  proper  to  facrifice  a  hundred  millions  more, 
and  a  hundred  thoufand  men  for  its  attainment,  it  ought  alfo  to  be 
(hewn  that  it  is  attainable  by  thofe  means.     After  what  has  ap- 
peared from  the  experience  of  the  paft,  who  will  pretend  to  fay  that 
a  continuance  of  war  and  all  its  calamities  will  tend  ultimately  to 
bring  you  nearer  to  your  objedl  ?    It  ought  befidc  to  be  recolledled 
that  the  Emperor,  who  is  your  friend  to-day,  may  be  your  enemy 
to-morrow.     I  remember  that  it  is  not  eight  months  fince  the  Em- 
peror was  not  fo  much  a  favourite  with  Minifters ;  perhaps,  indeed, 
they  were  cautious  in  QxprefTmg  their  partiality,  left'  it  (hould  be 
fufped^ed  that  money  was  then  going  the  Court  of  Vienna.     At 
that  time  the  King  of  Sardinia  was  extolled  as  a  pattern  of  fidelity 
to  all  Princes :  the  Emperor  feemed  to  make  no  figure  in  the  com- 
paurifon.    I  do  not  mean  to  impute  to  the  Sardinian  Monarch  any 
breach  of  faith  ;  circumftances  of  neceiTity  compelled  him  to  coiv- 
elude  a  treaty  with  the  French  Republic,  and  we  have  not  heard  ia 
'what  fituation  he  is  now  to  be  confidered  with  refped  to  this  country. 
Minifters  have  already  fent  large  fums  to  his  Imperial  Majefty  ; 
yi^  ar«  TbovA  to  make  ftiU  farther  advances,  and  it  cannot  be  cal 
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culatcd  that  the  alliance  can  be  maintained  at  an  expence  to  the 
country  of  lefs  than  a  fum  of  two  millions  annually.     I  mean  no 
rcfle(5^ion  on  the  character  of  the  Emperor  ;  but  if  we  (hould  nDtbc 
able  to  grant  him  the  fame  afliftance,  he  may  be  reduced  to  the  fame 
ncccflity  as  the  King  of  S/irdinia,  and  compelled  to  conclude  a  peace. 
When  all  thefc  circumflanccs  arc  confidcred,  the  facrificcs  which 
muft  ncceflarily  be  ihcnrrcd  in  the  attempt  to  wrcft  Belgium  from 
the  French,  and  the  uncertainty  of  obtaining  the  object,  the  Minif- 
ter,  who  on  that  ground  only  (hall  rcfufe  to,  make  peace,  has  un- 
doubtedly much  to  anfvvcr  for  on  the  fcorc  jDoth  of  policy  and  hu- 
manity.    Here  comes  the  queftion  of  the   treaty  concluded  with 
the  Emperor  in  1793,  by  which  we  engnged  not  to  lay  down  oar 
arms  without  his  confent.     I  greatly  lamented  the  conclufion  of 
any  fuch  treaty  at  the  time,  and  then  brought  for^^ard  a  motion  that 
it  was  the  duty  of  the  Houfc  not  to  approve  of  any  cngngemcnrs 
that  might  tend  to  create  obftacles  in  the  way  of  peace.     If  wc 
urge  the  ftipulations  of  a  treaty,  as  a  reafon  why  we  cannot  con- 
clude peace  but  on  certain  terms,  we  dircdly  fandlion  the  fort  of 
argument  which  is  rcprefcntcd  as  fo  unjuftifiablc  on  the  part  of  the 
French.      I  certainly  am  no  friend  to  fetting  up  the  Conftitution  of 
France  againft  the  Droit  Publlque  qi  Europe.      But  are  the  French 
in  their  arrangements  to  confider  the  engagements  of  our  treaties,  as 
of  greater  weight  and  confcquence  than  we  affeft  to  confider  theirs  ? 
The  right  honourable  gentleman  has  put  the  cafe,  that  fuppofing  the 
French   Conftitution  decreed  that  the  city  of  Weft  minder  formed 
an  integral  part  of  the  Republic,  were  we  bound'  to  refpedt  fuch 
a  determination  ?     The  cafe  may  be  retorted,  that  if  we  by  our 
treaty  with  the  Emperor  had  ftipulated  to  put  him  in  pofleflion  of 
Paris,  with  what  colour  could  fo  ridiculous  a  ftipulation  be  urged  as 
an  obftacle  to  peace  r     We  had  no  more  riglit  to  talk  of  our  trca- 
,tics,  than  they  of  the  regulations  laid  down  with  refpeft  to  their 
boundaries.      If  an  abfurd  or  impraflicable  Condition  is  introduced 
into  a  treaty,  is  there  net  reafon  to  fufpcd^,  that  it  has  been  foiftcd 
in  merely  for  the  purpofeof  throwing  difficulties  in  the  way  of  peace? 
Tiie  right  honourable  gentleman  has  gone  at  great  length  into 
the  fubjci^  of  the  French  Conftitution.      He  laid  great  ftrcfs  on  a 
remark  of  M.  Dclncroix,  that  it  would   be  impofliblc  to  revoke 
the  regulations  of  the  Conftitution  with  refpcdl  to  the  boundaries  of 
the  Republic  without  convening  the  primary  aifemblies.     This, 
which  he  treated  as  an  exaggeration  of  the  propofition  of  the  French 
Minifter,  that  it  was  impofliblc  to  give  up  any  part  of  the  territory 
annexed  to  the  Republic,  I,  on  the  contrary,  confider  in  the  light  of 
an  explanation,  and  as  doing  away  all  the  otFenfivc  part  of  the  prin- 
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ciplc.  For  inftancc,  if  the  Prince  of  Hcfle  Dramftadt  applied  to 
me,  as  aMimfter  of  this  countr)',  to  conclude  with  him  a  fublidiary 
treaty,  if  I  thought  the  meafure  advifable,  I  would  have  fignified 
my  readinefs  to  acquiefce  in  his  application  ;  but  at  the  fame  ttnac 
I  would  have  told  him,  that  I  muft  firft  confult  the  Houfc  of 
Commons,  and  that  without  their  approbation  the  Conftitution  de- 
clared that  it  was  impoflfible  to  difpofc  of  any  part  of  the  public 
money.  The  fame  conduft  I  fhould  have  purfued  towards  the 
Emperor,  in  making  advances  to  whom,  Minifters,  during  the  prc- 
fent  fcflion,  have  thought  themfelves  entitled  to  difpenfe  with  the 
moft  valuable  privilege  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons.  And  when  in 
this  inftance  I  cited  the  Conftitution  of  this  Country,  it  could  not 
be  confidered  as  a  direft  negative  on  the  application,  but  only  as 
throwing  a  difficulty  in  the  way  of  the  meafure.  We  are  not 
bound  to  rcfpeft  the  French  Conftitution  ;  but  they,  undoubtedly, 
in  the  courfe  of  negotiation,  may  fairly  urge  any  ground  of  difficulty 
which  its  regulations  prefent  to  a  compliance  with  our  demands. 
The  right  honourable  gentleman  has  imputed  to  the  French,  all  the 
odium  and  blame  of  breaking  off  the  negotiation.  He  fays  that 
we  are  not  bound  by  any  thing  as  a  Jine  qua  noriy  for  that,  in  the 
nature  of  a  negotiation,  is  impoffible  until  it  is  concluded.  That 
is  eafily  ftated  in  the  courfe  of  a  debate.  But  whatever  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  may  fay  upon  that  fubjecS,  the  world  at 
large,  in  judging  difpaffionately  upon  the  fubjedt,  will  regard  the 
memorial  of  Lord  Malmelbury  as  the  Jine  qua  non  of  the  Court  of 
Great  Britain  refpedling  Belgium.  You  fay  it  may  be  recovered 
by  force  of  arms.  Good  God  ?  what  is  the  probability  of  that 
event  ?  What  are  we  to  do  ?  What  can  we  do  ?  What  fecu- 
rity  have  wc  that  we  fhall  not  fink  in  our  profpe<^s  uj^n  that  event, 
and  that  they  will  not  rile  in  proportion  as  we  fink  ?  Remember 
the  time  when  Belgium  was  in  poflTeffion  of  the  allies,  and  it  was 
propofed  that  we  (hould  enter  upon  a  negotiation  for  peace  then, 
and  at  which  time  the  French  would  have  gladly  attended  to  terms 
of  peace  of  which  they  will  not  now  hear.  What,  in  the  profecu- 
tion  of  this  unhappy  contcft,  are  you  to  look  for  the  farther  you 
proceed,  but  terms  ftill  worfc  than  thofe  which  yon  rright  Obtain 
even  now,  if  you  gave  proof  of  fincerity  in  the  negotiation  ?  Con- 
fider  what  your  difgrace  will  be  if  you  fail  to  recover  Belgium,  which 
you  have  told  the  world  is  a  fine  qua  non.  Have  you  confidered 
the  difficulties  that  may  attend  it.  Are  you  prepared  for  all  the 
hazards  that  may  attend  it  ?  If  you  are,  fiiy  fo  at  once  boldly,  and 
aft  like  men  ;  but  do  not  amufe  the  people  of  this  country  by  a 
dclufive  pretence,  as  you  did  by  an  amendment,  which  yon  adopted, 
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to  get  rid  of  the  motion  of  an  honouiable  friend  of  mine,  and  in 
urhich  you  OaCed  to  Europe  that  you  would  negotiate  with  France 
when  its  Government  was  capable  of  maintaining  the  relations  of 
'pcace  and  amity  with  other  powers.    I  know  that  thcfe  little  tricks 
and  artifices  have  had  their  ends.     They  have  often,  mudi  too 
often,  been  employed  to  cover  the  dexteri^  of  a   debate;  and    in 
£xne  fit^iations  they  may  almofl  appear  harmlefs  ;  but  thcfe  little 
quibbling  diQinSions  are  not  adapted  to  the  important  affairs  of 
which  we  arc  now  to  confider.     The   Minifter,  in  ordinary  cafes 
fliall  be  welcome  on  my  part  to  his  little  triumph  in  fuch  little  ar- 
tifices :  but  thefe  arc  not  times  to  indulge  him  in  them.     He  is 
not  made  for  thefe  times  of  great  difficulty.     When  the  fate  of  a 
queAion,  comparatively  indiflferent,  is  before  us,  his  talents  are  well 
adapted  to  obtain  foccefs,  which,  for  my  own  part,  I  do  not  envy 
him  ;  but  when  the  fate  of  Empires  depend  upon  our  proceedings, 
we  (hould  not  give  way  to  his  vanity.     Thefe  are  times  that  re- 
quire opennefs  and  candour,  and  a  determination  to  look  at  the 
pofhire  of  our  affairs  in  a  diredt,  a  bold  and  undaunted  manner. 
Prevarication,   fubterfuge   and   evafion,  will  not  now   do.     It  is 
time  to  fpesdc  out.     The  plain  quedion  now  is,  peace  or  war  ? 
However  the  right  honourable  gentleman  may  contrive  to  perfuade 
the  majority  pf  this  Houfe,  that  his  wifhes  and  inclinations  bend 
towards  peace,  I  have  no  doubt,  but  the  papers,  thofe  even  in  the 
minifterial  intereds,  will  hold  forth  to  the  public,  that  the  vigorous 
profecution  of  the  war  is  the  only  mcafure  which  the  country  has 
left  for  its  fecurity.     Members  of  this  Houfe,  when  they  go  into 
the  country,  will  perhaps  hold  a  different  language,  and  tell  their 
conditucnts  and  neighbours  that  they  do  not  hold  themfelves  pledged 
to  a  continuance  of  the  war.     But  it  will  not  be  believed.     The 
Jine  qua  mn  with  regard  to  Belgium,  will  overbalance  the  aiferttons 
of '  M en>bers  of  Parliament.        Parliament  has    not    that  credit 
which  it  once  had-*-Parliament  does  not  deferve  to  have  credit 
for — — 

Mr.  YORKE  here  interrupted  Mr.  Fox,  by  calling  to  order. 
He  faid,  that  when  a  gentleman  afferted,  in  that  Houfe,  **  that 
Parliament  h»d  no  credit  with  the  country,  and  that.it  did  not  de- 
ferve credit,"  all  refpcdl  for  the  Houfe  was  done  away :  he  there- 
fore moved  that  Mr.  Fox's  words  might  be  taken  down. 

Mr.  FOX  explained  what  he  intended  to  fay,  when  he  was  in- 
terrupted' by  the  honourable  gentleman,  Mr.  Yorke,  who  ftiU  con- 
tended that  the  words  were  as  he  had  dated  them. 

The  SPEAKER  faid,  that  the  rule  of  the  Houfe  was,  that 
whfin  any  gentleman  defired  the  woids  of  anojther  Member  to  be 
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taken  down,  if  waB  ncccflary  he  (houW  put  them  down  In  writing, 
in  order  that  they  might  appear  in  the  (hapc  of  a  motion. 

Mr.  YORKE  faid,  that  if  the  Houfe  could  tamely  fit  and  hear 
fuch  language  ufcd  refpeding  it,  as  had  then  been  ufed  ;  language 
which  would  not  have  been  brooked  or  fufFered  by  their  anccftors, 
he  did  not  think  it  was  worth  his  while  to  put  down  their  proceed- 
ings in  writing ;  the  words,  however,  which  he  underftood  flic 
right  honourable  gentleman  to  fay,  and  which  he  moved  again  to 
have  taken  down,  were,  "  that  the  Parliament  had  not  credit  with 
the  Countr)',  and  did  not  deferve  credit." 

Mr.  SHEftlDAN  faid,  that  the  honourable  gentleman  who 
fpeke  laft,  had  moved  for  the  words  to  be  taken  down  ;  but  for  hit 
part,  when  he  reflcfted  on  the  very  extraordinary  fpeech  which  thait 
hortourable  gentleman  had  juft  delivered,  he  was  at  a  lofs  to  decide, 
whether  he  meant  that  his  own  words  fliould  be  taken  down,  or 
thofe  of  his  right  honourable  friend. 

The  SPEAKER  dated  to  the  Houfe  his  opinion  of  the  point 
If  one  Member  only  moves  for  the  words  of  any  other  Member 
to  be  taken  down,  it  cannot  be  done.  But  if  it  fhould  be  the 
opinion  of  a  majority  of  the  Houfe  that  the  words  ought  to  be  taken 
down,  then  it  became  the  duty  of  that  Member,  who  firi^  defired  the 
words  to  be  taken  down,  to  ftate  them  himfelf,  as  he  underfta9d 
them,  in  writing,  in  order  that  they  might  be  fairly  fubmitred  to  • 
the  Houfe  in  the  form  of  a  motion.  The  Member,  who  fpoke  the 
words,  had  a  right  to  perufe  them  when  thus  put  into  writing,  and 
to  ftate  what  he  apprdiendcd  he  had  a6^ually  faid,  if  he  differed 
with  thofe  put  down.  He  had  alfo  a  right  to  give  his  explanation 
to  the  Houfe ;  and  if  there  was  a  difference  in  the  ojnnion  of 
Members  refpedling  the  words  fpokcn  and  thofe  put  down  in 
writing,  it  then  became  a  queftion  for  the  Houfe  to  determine.  The 
right  honourable  Member  who  fpoke  the  words,  had  given  an  ex- 
planation which  was  very  different  from  thofe  mentioned  by  the 
honourable  Mehiber  who  called  him  to  order — that  honourable 
gentleman  had  interrupted  the  right  honourable  Member  who  fpoke 
the  words  before  he  had  finiflicd  the  fentence.  In  regard  to  the 
point  of  order,  if  it  had  appeared  to  htm  that  the  right  honourable 
Member  who  fpoke  the  words  was  out  of  order,  he  fhould  certainly 
have  taken  notice  of  it. 

Mr  Serjeant  ADAIR  was  of  opinion,  that  the  words  mentioned 
by  the  honourable  gentleman,  who  moved  to  take  them  down, 
were  the  fam«,*  except  the  want  of  one  word,  which  appeared  to 
him  to  be  of  conHdcrable  import.  The  word^  were,  **  that  th« 
parliament  had  not  thai  credit  in  the  country  which  it  once  had." 
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The  leaving  oot  vhich  word,  and  the  interruprion  of  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  before  he  finifhedJiis  fentencc,  in  his  opinion, 
caufed  all  the  blame  which  the  honourable  gentleman,  who  moved 
to  take  down  the  words,  had  attached  to  them. 

Mr.  YORKE  faid,  that  from  what  had  fallen  from  the  learned 
Serjeant  as  to  the  omiiTion  of  a  word  which  he  had  not  beard,  he 
would  not  trouble  the  Houfe  any  farther,  as  be  faw  that  different 
opinions  prevailed  as  to  the  words  fpoken. 

Mr.  W.  SMITH  faid,  that  while  the  fupport,  good  order,  and 
wholefome  regulations  of  the  Houfe,  were  pretended  to  be  the  ob- 
jefl,  it  was  ncccffary  that  a  gentleman  (hould  not  be  interrupted 
without  a  fufficient  caufe.  He  therefore  hoped  the  honourable 
gentleman  fliould  be  obliged  to  proceed  with  his  motion,  that  the 
words  might  be  taken  down,  and  the  opinion  of  the  Houfe  had 
upon  them.  For  his  part,  he  had  attended  to  what  the  honoura- 
ble gentleman  had  faid  on  the  fubjedt,  and  he  thought  his  words 
had  been  infinitely  more  ofFenfive  and  difrefpedlful  to  the  Houfe, 
than  any  which  had  been  uttered  by  his  nght  honourable  friend. 
[Mr.  Fox  was  here  much  called  upon  to  proceerf.] 

Mr.  FOX  then  proceeded  to  ftate,  that  at  the  moment  in  which 
he  was  interrupted,  he  was  alluding  to  the  circumflanccs  of  the 
time  in  which  we  live ;  and  in  the  explanation  he  had  before 
given,  as  well  as  that  he  was  now  about  to  give,  he  did  not  wifh 
to  (helter  himfelf^againft  any  motion  which  the  honourable  gentle- 
man had  made,  or  might  think  proper  hereafter  to  make,  on  the 
fubjcdl.  I  faid,  Sir,  (continued  Mr.  Fox,),  that  this  Houfe  has  not 
the- CI  edit  with  the  Public,  nor  does  it  defcrve  that  credit,  which 
former  Houfes  of  Commons  had.  I  fay  this,  Sir,  on  the  moft 
diorough  conviflion.'  I  am  fcnfiblc  that  in  faying  fo,  I  do  not 
fpcak  with  fo  much  rcfpeft  of  this  Houfe  as  it  is  my  wifli  to  be  able 
to  do.  I  am  forry  for  it.  I  muft,  however,  declare  what  I  be- 
lieve to  be  the  truth.  I  have  now  re-(lated  my  words,  and  th<t 
honourable  gentleman  may  take  them  down  if  he  pleafos.  There 
is.  Sir,  one  particular  circumftance  attend ipg  the  prefcnt  bufinefs, 
which  is  a  general  prevailing  idea,  that  the  Houfe  cannot  get  off  the 
decifion  of  this  day.  It  was  now  plainly  the  qucftion  of  peace  or 
war.  The  propcfition  of  the  negotiation  was  faid  to  be  for  peace : 
the  prefent  addrefs  is  evidently  for  war.  It  will  not  be  got  rid 
of  by  any  ambiguous  (huffling,  by  way  of  amendment,  as  fomc 
former  motions  in  this  Houfe  have  been.  An  honourable  friend 
of  mine  near  me  (Mr.  Grey)  fome  time  ago  mov^i  a  fadt.  The 
Minifter  thought  proper  to  decline  it,  but  he  did  not  dare  do  it  by  a 
dtxcQ  negative  ;  he  therefore  got  rid  of  it  by  an  evafivc  manoeuvre, 
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in  the  (hape  of  a  ihuffling  amendment.     In  confcquehce  of  the 
cavils  of  that  day,  one  hundred  millions  Aerling  have  been  added 
to  the  national  debt,  and  half  a  million  of  fouls  have  been  fwept 
from  the  face  of  the  earth.     If  the  Houfe  (hall  be  of  opinion  that 
Belgium  is  really  entitled  to  be  regarded  as  ^Jine  qua  nsn,  that  it  is 
an  objedl  for  which  this  country  ought  to  continue  at  war,  till  it  has 
expended  another  hundred  millions,   and  (hed  the  blood  of  half  a 
million  more  wretched  fouls ;  if  the  Houfe  thinks  fo,  it  ought 
openly  to  declare  its  opinion.      If,  on  the  contrary,   the  Houfe 
ihould  think  with  me,  that  it  is  not'  i/»orth  the  rifle  of  this  country 
expending  fuch  immenfc  treafures  of  money  and  blood  to  obtain 
Belgium,  in  order  to  reftore  it  to  the  Emperor,  -who  may,  perhaps^ 
in  a  (hort  time,  be  no  longer  our  ally  ;  then  let  them  z&  like  men, 
and  by  fomc  fair  and  unequivocal  amendment,  convince  the  country, 
and  fhcw  the  world,  that  they  will  not  be  longer  fubfervient  to  fuch 
a  dren.'ful  wafte  of  blood  and  treafure.     I  now  come,  Sir,  to  what 
is  faid  with  regard  to  the  breaking  off  the  negotiation,  by  making 
Belgi^um  a^/2^  qua  non.     If  it  be  true  tliat  Lord  Malmefbury  had 
done  this,   I  afk  upon  what  ground  it  was  done.     Was  the  Em- 
peror'a  party  to  the  negotiation  ?     Here,   then,  is  a  Jine  qua  non 
made  in  a  matter  intended  folely  for  the  benefit  of  the  Emperor,  to 
which,  neverthelefs,  he  is  not  a  party,  and  which  we  do  not  know 
whether  he  himfelf  would  abfolutely  infift  on  or  not.     Surely  this 
might  have  been  kfiuwn  before  the  negotiation  was  entered  upon. 
When. we  were  fo  often  fending  fuch  immenfe  fums  to  the  Em-, 
peror,   millions  after  millions,  fome  perfon  or  other  employed  in 
t^ofe  offices  might  have  afked  the  queftion.     Had  any  one  done 
fb  ?^No.      I  aflc  any  impartial  man,  if  this  is  not  a  mere  mockery } 
But,  fays  the  right  honourable  gentleman  with  great  cmphatis,  why 
did  not  the  Dire(ftory  prefent  a  contre  frojet  ?     To  whom  (hould 
they  prefent  it  r  was  the  Emperor  a  party  ?  No.     They  had,  then, 
no  one  to  prefent  it  to,  for  every  thing  contained  in  our  projet  was 
for  the  Emperor's  benefit  alone.      1  agree  with  the  right  honoura- 
ble gentleman  as  to  the  principle,  that  a  people,  who  come  into  the 
power  of  another  people  by  the  chance  of  war,  cannot,  by  the  law 
of  nations,  be  difpofed  of,  lawfully,  till  the  definitive  treaty  of  peace 
is  concluded  ;  but  this  is  very  diflferent  from  a  people  wIk)  are  left 
at  liberty  to  chufe  a  government  for  themfelves,  arid  who,  after  fqch 
liberty,  voluntarily  adopt  the  ftep.  of  uniting  themfelves  with  thei^ 
neighbours,  and  thofe  who,  perhaps,  at  one  time  might  have  claimed 
ever  them  the  right  of  conquefi.     There  is.  one  thing  veiy  remark- 
able, that  in  all  this  negotiation,  where  almoft  every  poffeflTion  of 
all  the  parties  is  taken  notice  of,  one  place  ihopld  neve  once  have 
Vol,  I.  4  H 
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been  mcndaDcd.  The  name  of  the  valuable  aad  impoitifit  ifland 
of  Cocfica  never  appears  in  a  fingk  (olitary  in(buice.  Did  Mi- 
nifters  fay  when  they  cook  Corfi^a,  you  may  form  a  government  of 
your  own^  and  be  a  free  peopBe  ?  Did  they  ofier  to  leave  them  to 
themfelves }  No ;  they  fent  a  Viceroy.  Sir  Gflbeit  Elliot  went  as 
41  Reprefentative  of  His  Majefty-^— <»oked  them  up  a  ConiHtution, 
half  French,  half  Englifb,  and,  endeavoured  to  detach  them  en- 
tirely from  any  predilections  they  might  be  impreffed  with  in  fa- 
vour of  French  principles.  The  French  were,  and  always  had 
been,  reprefented  by  Miniiters,  and  thofe  they  employed,  as  a 
hoard  of  alfaflins.  Suppofe  the  Corficans  had  feid  they  chofe  the 
King  'of  Great  Britain  as  their  King,  and  had  defircd,  in  die 
fliongeA  terms,  to  be  attached  to  the  Brttiih  empire  as  a  part  of  ir, 
and  cnticated  that  they  might  not  be  given  up  to  this  hoard  of 
aflaflins  ;  would  you  have  faid ,  in  a  negotiation  for  peace,  that 
Coriica  was  an  object,  of  reftoration  ?  I  fancy  not.  May  r./  the 
French,  then,  ufe  the  fame  argument  with  refped  to  Edgiutn ; 
On  former  occafions,  when  I  faid  the  conqucfts  in  the  Weft  Indies 
would  be  a  means  of  negotiation,  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
fiarted  at  the  idea.  He  then  ridiculed  the  idea  of  Jiatus  quo  antt 
heilum  \  he  particularly  alluded  to  Martintco,  which  he  faid  was 
not  to  be  confidered  like  a  conqueft  in  former  wars.  1  hat  this 
idand  was  taken  at  the  particular  requeft  of  the  inhabitants  of  it, 
who  all  dcfired  to  be  taken  into  the  protection  and  allegiance,  and 
to  become  fubjcfls  of  His  Britannic  Majcfty.  Martinico  was, 
however,  mentioned  in  this  negotiation,  and  the  right  honourable 
gentkman  had  gone  off  from  his  high  language.  The  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman  had  mentioned  die  breaking  off  the  negoti- 
ation as  *'  H  matter  of  difappointmenr,  but  not  of  defpondency  or 
defpair  ;**  I  cer^ainly  do  not  view  it  either  in  defpondency  or  dc- 
ipair.  I  very  well  known  that  we  arc  not  yet  at  the  end  of  our  fe- 
iburces,  but  I  am  certain  we  are  every  day  approaching  nearer  to  it. 
If  we  had  peace  at  this  moment,  I  have  very  little  doubt  but,  with 
oeconomy  in  every  department,  a  due  rega;rd  ko  the  finances  and  to 
Hhe  encouragement  of  the  commerce  and  manufa&ures  of  the 
oountry,  we  might  ftill  retrieve  from  our  prefent  difficulties ;  hot  if 
(the  war  is  to  continue  any  length  of  time,  God  only  knows  what 
0iay  be  the  dreadful  oonfequenccs.  Certain,  however,  it  is,  diit 
peace  cannot  be  obtainfsd  by  a  perffsverence  in  the  prefent  fyftem* 
It  muft  be  changed.  I  am  not  ^e  of  thofe  who  wi(h  to  alter  tht 
ConAittttlon :.  I  wilH  only  to  reform  it ;  to  rcftore  the  voice  of  tht 
prciple  to  that  rank  in  it  which  it  is  entitled  to  hold  ;  to  make  the 
^i4Hi'>n  ot  «htu  /VlimfteiP,.  rto^iing ;  to  fee  that  of  tiie  People,  all* 
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T  am  tokfy  you  wiih  for  a  removal  of  the  prefent  MiniAers.  I  db. 
The  Country  cannot  be  favcd  wirhout  it.  The  People  muft  chufe. 
If  there  arc  thofc  who  love  the  ConftFtution  to  i*hic}i  they  were  born, 
and  not  the  defacings  of  it  by  Miniilbrs,  it  is  time  for  them  to  fiand 
forward^,  to  fliew  themfelvcs,  and  by  conftitutional  means,  renovate 
the  CoflftittJtion,  which  alone  can  fave  thcmfelvcs'  and  their  poffle- 
rity  from  Inevitable  ruin. 

It  has  been  faid,  that  the  breaking  ofF  the  negotiation  was  all 
o^xng  to  the  anreafonablenefs  of  the  enemy.  I  do  not  think  fo. 
They  have  taken  advantage  of  the  fituation  in  which  their  great 
fucccfs  lias  placed  them.  If  they  fliould  be  able  to  continae  their 
fucceflcs  ;  if  they  fhould  in  confequenoe  rife  in  their  demands  ; 
there  mtift  be  great  alteration  in  the  condudV  of  Miniftcrs,  or  our 
fituation  will  be  cJeplonablc  indeed.  I  cannot  here  help  refledKng 
on  the  period  of  the  American  war.'  Able  men  ufed  then  to  fay, 
"  It  is  not  our  fault ;  we  arc  not  to  blame  ;  'tis  all  owing  to  the 
unreafonablenefs  of  the  enemy  that  we  do  not  obtain  peace."  Infa- 
tuated and  felf-abufed  men  !  They  were  afterwards,  fatally  for  the 
inrcrefts  of  this  country,  convinced  of  the  folly  of  their  ai^uments, 
and  obliged  10  accept  of  terms  far  more  againft*  them,  riian  they 
might  ^havc  obtained,  had  negotiations  been  offfcred  Ibng  before  they 
were.  But,  good  God,  Sir  !  what  were  the  calan^ties  then,  com- 
pared to  thofe  we  have  now  to  ftrugglc  with  ?  What  the  profpe6k 
of  extricating  ourfclves  then,  compared  with  the  prefent  ?  The 
contemplation  of  the  difference  is  (hocking  to  thkik  of.  To  Ame^ 
rica  we  had  little  to  give  but  her  independence,  and  the  tfx>uble  of 
conciliating  her  loft  afFed^ion  ;  to  France,  Spain,  &c.  mutual-  rcfti- 
tutions.  In  tlic  prefent  cafe,  we  have  no  profpeft  but  the  continu*- 
ance  of  the  war  ;  and  the  confequences  of  that  are  too  dreadiul  to 
anticipate,  farther  than  I  have  already  done.  There  is  one  othet 
part  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman's  political  condud*,  which 
ftrikes  upon  my  mind  at  this  moment,  and  which  I  cannot  forbear 
to  mention  ;  I  mean  his  entrance  into  Parliament.  This  was 
towards  the  clofe  of  the  American  war.  He  began  his  Parliamen*^ 
tary  career  by  oppofing  it  moft  vehemently,  and  foon  after  the  ma» 
jority  which  had  carried  on  the  war  was- put  an  end  to,  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  complimented  the  Rockingham  Adminiftra*- 
tion,  and  faid,  you  have  deftroyed'tlie  majority  which  carried  on  the 
American  war'4  ^^^  y^u  cannot  be  fure  of  having  gained  your  endj 
if  you  dd  not  ftrike  at  the  root  of  the  eviU  There  mufr  be  a  ra- 
dical'reform,  otHerwift  Minifters  may,  on  future  occafions,  arife, 
who*  Will  again*  plunge  the  country  Into  more  bk)ody  and  expeoflve 
wars-  tlian  even  that  wt  have  got  nd'  of.     The  foitbodtngs^and 
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predidions  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  been  now  fatally 
accompliHicd.  He  himfclf  had  lived  to  become  that  very  Minifter, 
ivbofe  anticipated  mifcondu6t  he  had  fo  feelingly  deplored,  and  no 
fooner  became  polTefled  of  minifterial  influence,  than  he  ufd  it 
more  liberally  than  his  predeceflfors  had  ever  done,  not  only  to 
prevent  reform,  but  to  ftab  the  Conftitution  in  every  vein,  and  to 
plunge  us  into  armaments  and  wai-s  far  more  prodigal  and  laviih 
both  in  blood  and  treafure,  than  had  ever  been  known  before  in  the 
annals  of  our  hiftor)'.  I  (hall  not  trouble  the  Houfc,  Sir,  any  far- 
ther at  prefent.  I  have  already  taken  up  too  much  of  their  time ; 
before  I  fit  down,  however,  I  will  intrcat  the  Houfc  to  give  the 
fubjc£t  the  moft  mature  examination.  If  they  are  not  for  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  war,  I  hope  they  will,  like  men,  withdraw  their  con- 
fidencc  from  that  quarter,  where  it  has  been,  in  my  opinion,  fo  lor^ 
fnifplaccd,  and  vote  for  the  amendment  which  I  (hall  hare  the 
honour  to  fubmit  to  the  Houfc.  Mr.  Fox  then  moved  as  an  amend- 
ment, that,  after  the  words  "  returning  His  Majefty  thanks  for  his 
gracious  meflage,"  there  be  infertcd  the  following : 

**  That  this  Houfc  has  learnt  with  inexprcfflblc  concern,  that 
the  negotiation  His  Majefty,  lately  commenced  for  the  reftoration  of 
peace  has  been  unhappily. fruftrated. 

^*  In  fo  aw|]ul  and  momentous  a  crifis,  the  Houfc  of  Commons 
feel  it  their  duty  {o  fpeak  to  His  Majefiy  with  that  freedom  and  car- 
ncflnefs  which  becomes  men  anxious  to  prcfcrve  the  honour  of  His 
Majefty's  Crown  and  to  fecurc  the  interefts  of  his  people.   That,  in 
doing  this,  they  fincerely  deplore  that  they  arc  under  the  ncceflitj'  of 
declaring,  that,  as  well  from  the -manner  in  which  the  late  nego- 
tiation has  been  conduced,  as  from  the  fubftance  of  the  men[K}rial 
which  appears  to  have  produced  the  abrupt  termination  of  it,  they 
.have  reafon  to  think  His  Majefty's  Minifters  were  not  firKcre  in 
their  endeavour  to  procure  the  bleflings  of  peace  fo  neceffary  for  this 
diftrefled  country,  and  that  all  profpccS  of  pacification  feems  entirely 
removed  from  their  view.      For  on  the  one  hand  His  Majefty's 
Minifters  infift  upon  the  reftoration  of  the  Netherlands  to  the  Em- 
peror as  a  fine  qua  mn  from  which  they  have  pledged  Hts  Majefty 
not  to  recede  ;  while,  on  the  other,  the  Executive  Dircdtory  of  the 
French  Republic,  with  equal  pertinacity,  claim  the  prefcrvation  of 
that  part  of  their  conqueft  as  a  condition  from  which  they  cannot 
depart. 

"  That,  under  thcfc  circumftanqes,  this  Houfc  cannot  help  lament- 
ing the  ra(hnefs  and  injiiftice  of  His  Majei^'s  MinifterSi  whofe 
long'-continued  mifcondudl  has  produced  this  embarraffing  fituation, 
^v  advifing  His  Majefiyi  befott  the  bleflings  of  peace  bad  been  ui^- 
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fortunately  interrupted,  to  refufe  all  negotiation  for  tKe  sdjoft- 
ment  of  the  then  fubfifling  differences,  although  at  that  dme  the 
Netherlands,  now  the  main  obftacle  to  the  return  of  tmnqoilfitjr,  ib 
far  from  being  confidered  a«  an  objcd  of  conteft,  was  foleomljr  re- 
nounced, and  the  peace  of  Europe  offered  into  His  Majcftf'S  hands 
upon  the  bafis  of  that  renunciation,  and  upon  the  fccurity  and  inde- 
pendence of  Holland,  whilft  (he  preferved  her  neutrality  lowaids 
France. 

.**  That  this  Houfe  hath  farther  deeply  to  regret,  that  fosm  afior 
the  commencement  of  the  war,  when  by  the  vigour  of  His  Ma- 
jcfiy's  arms,  with  the  affiftance  of  his  allies,  the  Republic  of  Hd- 
land  had  been  rcfcued  from  invafion,  and  the  greateft  part  of  the 
Netherlands  had  been  recovered  by  the  Emperor  ;  at  z  dme  too 
when  moft  of  the  Princes  of  Europe  with  rcfources  yet  uncxhaoficd^ 
continued  firm  in  their  alliances  with  Great  Britain,  His-Majcfly's 
Miniders  did  not  avail  themfelves  of  this  high  and  commanding  pcv 
Ction  for  the  negotiation  of  an  honourable  peace,  and  the  cflablUb- 
ment  of  the  political  balance  of  Europe ;  that,  on  the  contrary,  with- 
out any  example  in  the  principles  and  pradtice  of  this  or  any  other 
nation,  it  is  with  pain  this  Houfe  rccolledls  His  Maje(ly*s  Minifter 
rcfufed  to  fct  on  foot  any  negotiation  whatfoever  with  the  French 
Republic  ;  not  upon  a  real  or  even  alledgcd  unwiltingnefs  on  his 
part  to  liftcn  to  the  propofitions  now  rcjcdcd  by  her,  or  to  any  other 
fpccific  propofal  of  indemnity  or  politicnl  fecurity,  but  upon  the  arro- 
gant and  infulting  pretence  that  her  Government  was  not  capable 
of  maintaining  the  accu domed  relations  of  peace  and  amity  amongft 
nations,  and  that  on  this  unfounded  and  merely  fpeculattve  aflump- 
tion  His  Majefty  was  advjfcd  to  continue  the  war  to  a  period  when 
the  difficulties  in  the  way  of  peace  have  been  {o  much  increafed  by 
the  dcfe6l  of  moft  of  the  powers  cngj^gcd  in  the  confederacy,  and  by 
the  conquefts  and  confequent  prctcnfions  of  the  French  Republic. 

"  That  this  Houfe  having  thus  humbly  fubmittcd  to  His  Ma-» 
jcfly  the  refledlions  which  His  Majefty's  gracious  communication 
immediately  fuggcft,  feel  themfelves  in  duty  bound,  for  the  infbr* 
mation  of  His  Majefty,  and  the  fatisfadlion  of  an  ^xhaufted  people, 
to  proceed  with  unremitting  diligence  to  inveftigate  the  caufes  wliich 
have  produced  our  prefent  calamities,  and  to  offer  fuch  advice  as 
the  critical  and  alarming  circumftance  of  the  nation  may  re* 
quire." 

Mr.  Secretary  DUNDAS  faid,  that  the  fpccch  of  the  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman  who  had  juft  fat  diwn,  was  one  of  the  moft 
violent  and  mifchievous  that  he  ever  heard  come  from  an  en- 
venomed Oppofition.     There  was  fcarce  one  topic  contained  in  it 
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fbat  Tras  not  calculated  to  give  countenance  and  encouragement  to 
.  our  enemies  ;  to  fupplj  their  defefls,  and  to  ftew  them  the  feveral 
ponies  of  which  they  might  avail  thcmfelves,  to  the  ppcjudice  of  this 
country.  In  the  good  tiroes  of  our  forefathers,  who  were  certainly 
wifer  and  better  than  us,  it  never  occurred  to  the  moft  enflamed  Pa- 
triot to  get  up  and  avail  himfelf  of  his  fituation  as  a  Mcfnber  of 
that  Houfe,  to  plead  the  caufe  of  the  enemy,  in  the  manner  the 
French  Republic  was  encouraged  and  applauded  that  night.  He 
did  not  mean  to  follow  the  right  honourable  gentleman  through  the 
whok  of  thofe  topics  which  he  had  dwelt  on  that  night,  and  which 
he  had  lugged  into  every  fpeech  he  mado  in  that  Houfe  ^efe  t&i 
yea»  paft.  With  refpcft  to  the  change  of  fyftem  propofcd  by  him 
90  home,  he  mad  make  an  obfervatton  or  two.  It  was  certainly 
aukward  for  him,  in  his  fituation  of  one  of  the  King's  Minifters,  to 
hy  any  thing  on  the  fubje£t ;  but  that  aukwardnefs  was,  in  a  great 
degtee,  removed  by  the  manner  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman, 
who  intimated,  that  no  public  man  in  England,  for  twelve  years 
paft>  was  capable  of  governing  the  country  but  himfelfw  The  right 
honourable  gentleman  had  not  the  good  fortune,  however,  to  find 
the  country  concur  in  opinion  with  him.  It  was^  indced>  rather 
extraordinary,  that  with  Minifters  fo  very  unpopular  as  he  wculd 
have  the  prefent  to  be,  and  while  he  was  day  after  day  advertilir^ 
himfelf  for  a  place,  he  could  not  perfuade  the  country  to  join  him 
in  his  opinion.  The  point  he  meant  to  ftatc  was  cxa<5Uy  this,  that 
wdionsver  the  right  honourable  gentleman  fpoke  in  the  name  and 
under  the  fan£iion  of  the  public,  he  gave  no  maniteftation  of  havii^ 
received  authority  from  the  public  to  do  fo,  nor  to  declare  in  th^ir 
name  that  they  had  j^affcd  a  verdift  on  the  Minifters  of  the  Crown. 
The  right  honourable  gentlcitian's  prefect  amendtnent  was  a  very 
^  fair  one ;  he  called  upon  the  Houfe  to  make  a  declaration  that  they 
believed  the  Minifters  to  have  been  infincerc.  For  his  own  part, 
/  he  was  ready  to  make  his  appeal  to  the  Houfe ;  upon  that  ifiue  he 
would  call  upon  the  Members,  as  honeft  men,  to  lay  their  hands  on 
their  hearts  and  give  their  opinion,  whether  thty  thought  Minifters 

ft 

had  omitted  any  meafures  that  might  procure  peace  for  the  country? 

1  All  the  conquefts  made  from  the  enemy  by  us  were  offered  .up  as  an 

{  equivalent  for  the  reftitution  of  thofe  made  fmm  our  ally.  He  agreed 

'  that  the  e^cpences  of  this  war  were  very  great ;  but-  our  fuccefs  was 

I  equal  to  it ;  and  there  was  not  a  foreign  poiTeflion  belonging  to  the 

!  enemy  that  we  had  not  taken,  esocept  one  ifland  ;  and'  ail  thefe  were 

:  oifitrnl  to  be  furrendcrcd  as  a-  compenfation  for  what  was  to  be  rc^ 

I  fiored  to  our  allies..    The  Emperor V and  our  fituation  \\ierc-thtWn 

,  into  one  common  flock.     We  profclRd  ourfch-es  willing- to  rclin- 
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<pitfli  the  acquifitbns  we  had  m^dct  in  order  to  procure  him  the 
tmioii  of  the  terri(!ories  pt  had  loft.  Witli  refpedl  to  Hdland,  and 
the  charge  of  IndifcretioD  made  agaiiift  hiai  for  his  declaration  con* 
ceming  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  he  would  obfcrve>  daatthat  decla- 
ration had  not  been  made  lightly  or  without  due  deliberation ;  aitd 
he  was  convinced  that  when  he  uigcd  the  retaining  of  chat  poflef- 
i^on  for  ever,  he  was  confulting  the  deareft  interefts  of  the  country, 
without  injuring  thofe  of  any  other  power.  And  tf  this  pofieflkm 
and  Ceylon  ihould  be  wreikd  from  our  hands,  he  fbould  regiet  k 
as  the  greateft  calamity.  But  it  never  wis  hb  intention  to  takefiDm 
Holland  its  trade  to  the  Cape,  ffom  the  aAual  poiieffion  of  which 
{he  could  now  derive  no  benefit ;  for  the  Dutch  Eafl-India  Cooi^ 
pany  was  always  too  weak  to  keep  it  at  that  great  expencc  which  wai 
necefTaary.  It  was  on  that  ground  diftin£Uy  that  he  had  ftated  the 
intention  of  Government  never  to  give  up  the  Cape  of  Gtxxl  Hope. 
With  reipcft  to  the  Auftrian  Netherlands,  they  bad  engaged  the 
attention  of  this  country  for  near  three  hundred  years.  The  Un* 
portance  of  tlie  fubjed  was  recorded  on  the  journals  of  that  Houfe. 
He  would  appeal  to  the  old  French  Monarchy  for  the  truth  of  the 
alTertion^  that  one  acre  of  land  in  die  Auftrian  Netherlands  wii 
worth  a  whole  province  in  France.  He  wiihed  thus  to  imprcb  oil 
the  Houie  the  importance  of  the  country  in  queftion,  in  order  that 
gentlemen  might  weigh  the  fubjed  before  they  adopt  the  pix^x>fitionft 
of  die  right  honouraUe  gentleman  ;  and  that  they  might  fee  how 
neceflary  it  was  for  His  Majefty  to  demand  as  a  condition,  that  they ' 
ihould  be  evacuated  by  France.  He  wifhed  to  afk  the  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman,  what  other  conclufion  was  France  to  draw  from 
his  propofition,  but  that  of  their  having  a  greater  right  to  retain  the 
Netherlands  with  obdinancy  ?  Perhaps,  his  mind,  gloying  with 
univerfal  patriotifm  and  benevolence,  thoi^ht  it  neceflfary  to  convey 
to  our  enemies  every  kind  of  information  which  might  ferve  their 
purpofes.  The  chance  of  recovering  the, Netherlands  was  not  very 
remote,  if  we  confider  the  late  fuccefles  of  the  Emperor,  and  the 
probability  of  his  ftill  gaining  more.  He  therefore  did  not  think 
the  profped  ought  to  be  abandoned.  The  real  queltion  before  the 
Houfe  was  the  manner  in  which  the  negotiation  was  broke  off.  He 
had  flattered  himfelf  that  every  gentleman  in  the  Houfe  would  have 
formed  fuch  an  opinion  on  this  fubjc6^  as  to  be  unafiimous  in  aflift-* 
ingthe  Executive  Government  to  retift  the  infolent  demands  of  ouir 
enemy ;  and  tliat  no  gendeman  would  have  fupported  or  encouraged 
them.  There  was  nothing  in  the  conftitutional  code  of  France 
that  could  juftify  theth  in  their  extravagant  propofitions.  They  de- 
iixed  us  to  give  up  every  thing  as  a  preliminary  ;  fo  that  when  we 
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flwold  bcgiiT  to  treaty  we  were  to  have  nothing  to  treat  with.  He 
oontroverted  the  ftatemcnt  of  Mr  Fox,  refpecting  the  application 
imdc  thmugh  the  medium  of  the  Dani(h  Ambaflfador,  for  a  paiTport 
to  a  Miaifier^  properly  accredited,  to  commence  a  negotiation  on 
the  |nrt  of  this  countr}\  The  anfwer  given  to  that  application 
was — **  Send  your  couriers  to  the  frontiers  of  the  Republic,  and 
wlicD  they  .arrive  there,  let  them  apply  in  the  regular  way  for  piT- 
poits  td  come  to  Paris."  Did  any  gentleman  in  that  Houfe  fuppofc 
fach  an  anfwer  an  indication,  tiiat  the  French  Diredory  nrieant  to 
ttcat  with  this  country  on  friendly  terms  ?  ^ 

His  Majefty's  Miniftcrs  (lill  wi(hing  to  carry  their  mod  eameft 
wUh  for  the  negotiation  of  peace  into  efiecl,  as  foon  as  the  necef- 
£ny  pceliminaries  were  adjured,  fcnt  Lord  Malmefbury  to  Paris, 
wboy  as  foon  as  the  forms  of  his  reception  would  admit,  delivered 
a  incaiorial,  or  rather  two  memorials,  dating  the  terms  thac  lus 
LoidQiipwas  empowered  to  offer — One  for  Great  Britain  as  an  in- 
dividual power,  the  other  for  Great  Britain  in  concert  with  her  allies. 
After  being  received,  they  were  objedted  to  for  want  of  fignatures, 
altfaoiigh  they  were  accompanied  by,  and  inclofed  in,  a  (igned  note 
from  the  Minifter  Plenipotentiary  :.  and  here  it  may  not  be  impro- 
per ID  obferve,  that  his  Lordfhip  did  not  receive  a  line  from  the 
Executive  Diredory,  or  their  Minifterof  Exterior  Relations,  Mon- 
fioir  Delacroix,  refpedling  either  the  bafis  of  the  negotiation,  or  the 
psiticular  points  to  be  conceded  to,  or  receded  from,  by  either  of  the 
OQDtrading  parties. 

So  much  on  the  point  of  (incerity.  Fa<Sls  would  beft  (how 
which,  party  had  been  wanting  in  a  real  dcHre  to  promote  peace. 
He  would  afl;,  did  the  French,  in  any  period  of  the  buiinefs,  come 
forward  to  negotiate,  and  were  rcfufcd  by  us  r  No — the  contrasy 
is  the  tr^Lith.  Wc  have  regularly  ufed  every  means,  from  the  note 
of  Mr.  Wickham  at  Bafle,  to  the  late  miffion  of  Lord  Malmef- 
buiy,  to  bring  about  fo  dcfirable  an  event,  but  without  fuccefs. 
There  is  a  pertinacity  about  the  French  Government  that  precludes, 
except  in  appearance  only,  '<d\  overtures  for  a  peace,  which  it  i&  con- 
ceived the)'  do  not.  at  this  time  will:  tor,  by  the  obftacles  they  put  in 
the  way  of  its  completion. 

He  then  requcfted  that  gentlemen  'would  not  fufFer  their  opinions 
to  be  led  aftray  from  the  real  qucftion,  by  the  fophlftry  of  Mr.  Fox, 
a  Ibphidry  whicR  he  was  forry  to  fay  did  not  only  tend  to  lead  from 
the  ^ueftion,  Uut  in  its  eventual  apjilication  tended  to  ftrcngthen  the 
hands  of  our  enemies,  by  giving  dclulive  ftatcments  of  our  real  (itua- 
tion.  He  concluded  with  folemnly  calling  upon  the  Houfe,  if  they 
conceived  the  Adminiftration  had  acted  with  that  duplicity  and  in- 
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fincWitJr  ifi&t  which  they  were  charged,  to  pafs  a  vote  of  ccnf  ure 
upoti  thorny  and  itif5&  a  heav j^  panifhrhent ;  but  let  it  be  unmixed 
with  arty  ofhcf  matter. 

Mr.  GREY  replied  to  fevtral  of  thte  points  mentioned  by  l^r. 
Dandas.  Htf  faid  he  would  leavd  the  Houfc  to  judge  how  far  his 
rlglht  honourdjlc  friend  had  been  advertifing  for  a  place  ;  he  wlio 
bad,  dih'ing  the  performance  of  his  dufy  fbr  many  years,  enjoycdf 
lefs  of  foya!  favour  than  any  other  gentleman  ;  and  agalnff  whom 
the  fam^  allilfions  had  been  made  while  he  oppofed  the  American 
war.  He  paid  Mr*  Fox  fome  very  high  compliments  as  to  his  dif- 
intereftednefs  in  his  political  character,  and  hoped  he  (hould  one  day 
fee  him  poflefling  that  lituation,  which  the  prefent  holder  of  It  ^d 
manifefted  his  inability  to  maintain.  It  is  probable  the  people  of 
England  will  one  day  declare,  whether  gentlemen  who  rcgvisoAy 
fupport  every  Adminidration,  fupport  the  profecution  of  the  war,- 
and  ifhe  accumulation  of  the  taxes,  if  thofe  men  are  their  bei^  friends, 
or  thofe  who  oppofe  thofe  nneafures,  though  unfortunately  in  a  mi- 
nority. For  his  own  part,  he  begged  to  put  in  for  a'  (hare  of  the  cen- 
fare  pafTed  on  his  right  honourable  fridnd  ;  ahd  whatever  the  itib- 
iHentinry  triuit)ph  of  that  night  might  be,  gentlemen  would,  at  fome 
period,  perceive  that  they  had  been  not  the  enemies,  but  the  iufH 
porters  of  the  true  interefts  of  their  country.  lie  inlifted  that  the 
fundamental  evil  from  which  all  our  misfortunes  flowed,  was,  that 
peace  never  had  been  the  real  objed  of  thofe  who  carried  on  the 
war.  They  went  upon  a  fyftem  of  extermination,  and  by  this  mean» 
oiir  crtdmicfs  were  fo  irritated,  there  was  danger  of  the  war  being 
never  brought  to  an  amicable  conclufion. 

Mr.  Grey  remariced,  that  the  right  honourable  Secretary  (Mr. 
Dundas)  had  made  an  erroneous  ftatement,  when  he  informed,  the 
Houfe  that  the  9riti(h  had  conquered  every  ifland  belonging  to  the 
Frcneh  except  one.  He  had  no  doubt  forgotten  the  Iflc  of  Bour- 
bon, Cayenne,  arid' feveral  other  iflands  of  coofequence,  which  are 
ftill  in  their  poffeffion. 

He  proceeded  to  take  a  review  of  Lord  Malmcfbuiy's  letter  to 
Lord  Grenvillc.  He  contended  M.  Delteroix'  propofitidn  to  his 
Lordfhip,  of  offering  an  equivalent  to  the  Empcfror  for  the  Auftrian 
Netherlands  in  the  fecularization  of  the  three  Ecclefiaftical  Elec- 
torates, and  feveral  Bifliopri^s  iiv Germany  and  Italy,  might  be  con- 
lidered  as  a  kind  of  eontre  projet^  and  ought  to  have  been  attended 
to  ;  however  much  we  might  wiih  that  the  Netherlands  (hould  re- 
main in  pofleflion  of  the  Emperor,  he  feared  that' the  mod  fanguine 
cxpe£btions  of  Miniftcrs  could  hardly  lead  them  to  hope  they  could 
be  regained  by  force*  He^  confidered  the  propofition  of  I'etaining  the 
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moft  importaint  pofleflions  of  our  fonner  ally,  Holland,  even  though 
th  '  country  niight  be  reflored.to  its  antient  G>nftitution,  as  a  moft 
profligate  trait  in  the  late  negotiation.  The  ofFcr  of  reftoring  Mar- 
tinico  and  Pondichcrry  only,  (for  St.^  Lucia  and  Tobago  were  to  be 
kept  as  an  equivalent  for  our  fuppofed  claims  on  St.  Domingo)  for 
all  the  conqucfts  made  by  France  on  the  Emperor,  was  a  moft  abfurd 
and  extravagant  proportion.  He  called  upbn  the  Houfc  to  redcSt 
on  the  calamitous  fituation  of  the  country,  the  burden  of  taxes  which 
muft  be  impofed  on  the  people,  the  torrents  of  blood  that  would  flow, 
and  the  millions  of  lives  that  muft  be  {till  loft  if  the  war  was  fuf> 
fered  to  be  profecuted. 

At  length  the  Houfe  divided, 

For  Mr.  Fox's  Amendment,  37 — Againft  it,  212. 

When  the  Houfe  was  refumed, 

Mr.  GREY,  after  explaining  the  critical  fituation  of  the  country 
in  confequence  of  the  approaching  uncxpeAed  campaign,  moved, 
that  the  Houfe  be  called  over  on  the  i  oth  of  Jantiary. 

Mr.  FOX  fupported  this  motion,  and  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer oppofed  it,  exprefling  at  the  fame  tin^e  his  de(ign  of  moving 
to-morrow  that  the  Houfe  Ibould  be  adjourned  to  the  1 4th  of 
February. 

The  Houfe  divided. 

For  Mr.  Grey's  motion,  31 — Againft  it,  164. 

The  Houfe,  at  half  paft  two  o'clock,  adjourned. 

Zf/l  of  the  Minority  en  the  Amendment  ef  Mr*  Fox^  to  the  Addrejsfor 

the  continuance  of  this  war. 

Baker,  J.  Pcirfe,  H. 

^ampfylde,  SirC.  Plomcr,  W. 

Barclay,  G.  Rictiardfon,  J. 

Biddulph,  R.  RulTcl,  Lord  W. 

Bouverie,  Hon.  E«  Scadamore,  J. 

Brogden,  G,  Sheridan »  R«  fi. 

\  Burch,  J.  R«  Shum,  G. 

Burdett,  F.  Smith »  W. 

Byng,  G.  Spencer,  LordR. 

Combe,  Aldermaa  Stanley,  Lord 

Courtenay,  J,  Taylor,  M.  A. 

Erlkine,  Hon,  T.  Thompfbn,  T. 

Fox,  C.  J.  Tiemey,  G. 

Grey,  €•  Tufton,  Hon.  H. 

Hare,  J,  Tufton,  Hon.  j. 

Huffey,  W.  Whiibread,  S. 

{efferys,  N.  Walwayn,  J. 

"JichoUi,  J.  Weftcm,  C.  C. 
North,  D. 

TiLLsas  ~J.  Jekyll,  and  General  Tarktoa, 
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Saturday y  31^  December. 

Dr.  LAWRENCE  obfervcd  to  the  Houfc,  that  the  ciimm* 
ftance  wKch  had  attended  the  debate  of  the  preceding  night  had 
made  a  very  confidcrable  imprcffion  on  his  mind,  and  the  more  he 
confidercd  the  fubjed^,  the  nrK)re  was  he  imprefled  with  its  impor- 
tance to  the  country.  What  he  particularly  alluded  to,  was  the 
demand  infifted  upon  by  the  power  with  whom  w^  were  involved  in 
war,  that  a  propofition  for  peace  on  the  part  of  this  country  (hould 
be  founded  on  a  bails  confonant  to  the  principles  prefcribed  by  their 
own  Conflitution.  This  be  conceived  a  queftion  of  fuch  magnt- 
Sudcy  that  he  wifhed  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  Houfe  to  a  full 
inveAigation  of  it.  There  wer^-  alfo  other  points  neceflfary  to  be 
inore  accurately  underAood.  It  was  particularly  rcquiflte  to  recon- 
cile diverfity  of  opinions  refpedUng  the  excluiive  power  of  Minifters 
to  adopt  fuch  terms  of  negotiation  with  an  enemy,  as  they  thought 
proper ;  for  himfclfi  he  conceived  fuch  a  power  was  properly 
placed  in  their  hands>  fubjedt  to  the  controul  of  the  Houfe.  How* 
ever,  it  was  his  intention  the  firft  vacant  day  after  the  recefs,  to 
bring  forward  a  motion,  the  object  of  which  would  be  to  fiate  the 
iituation  of  the  country  in  the  former  part  of  the  war,  and  the 
iituation  of  the  country  nowj  together  with  the  fubjed  of  the  bafia 
that  had  been  propofcd  to  France  in  the  late  negotiation. 

Lord  STOPFORD  informed  the  Houfe,  that  His  Majefty  had 
been  waited  upon  with  the  addrefs,  in  anfwer  to  his  moft  gracious 
meflfage,  at  which  he  had  been  pleafed  to  exprefs  his  particular  fa- 
tisfaAion,  and  to  declare  it  gave  him  the  moft  fenfible  pleafure  to 
receive  fuch  an  afturance  of  the  fupport  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
on  an  occafion  fo  important  to  the  welfare  and  profperity  of  the 
country.  His  Majefty  was  alfo  pleafed  to  declare,  that  a  copy  of 
the  treaty  with  the  Prince  of  Heflfe  Darmftadt  (hould  be  laid  before 
the  Houfe. 

The  Houfe  refolved  itfelf  into  a  Committee  upon  the  bill  for 
the  better  relief  and  maintenance  of  the  poor. 

Mr.  JEKYLL  exprefted  a  wifti,  as  the  fubjeA  was  of  fo  much 
confequence,  that  a  greater  number  of  copies  of  the  bill  might  ht 
printed  than  ufual,  for  the  purpofe  of  diftributing  throughout  the 
Kingdom. 

The  SPEAKER  faid,  he  had  already  determined  to  have  a  num* 
ber  of  copies  printed,  greatly  exceeding  what  had,  on  any  former 
occaiion,  been  deemed  requiiite.  He  had  ordered  1500,  and  that 
the  prefs  fliould  fiand  open,  in  order  that  more  might  be  printed 
if  noceffaiy,  without  incurring  much  additional  expence. 

4I  z 
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Mr.  Chancellor  PlfT  obfervdd,  th|t  it  vas  his  tntentiony  after 
the  bill  had  been'  committedy  and-  the  blanl^s  filled  up,  tp  h^ye  it 
reoommitted  after  the  recefs,  !n  order  that  it  might  undergo  as  ac- 
curate a  difeuflion,  and  be  as  fully  underftood,  and  rendered  as 
perfed  as  poflible. 

The  bin  was  comioitted,  reported,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  feveral  orders  were  deferred  till  after  the  recefs,  and  the 
Houfe  then  adjourned  until  the  1 4th  day  of  February  next.  . 

Tuefdayy   i/^h  February. 

A  petition  was.prefpnted  from  t^e  Wc(l<Indis(  plant^fs  and  iiwr« 
chants,  praying  (hat  the  bill  now  p€()c\ing  in  P^liann^t,  for  tt^ 
copilr^(5^on  of  wet  docks,  may  p^fs  ii^o  ^  law.  The  pe^iliofi 
^as  ordered  U>  lie  on  t|[^e  t^bje. 

At  petition  tp  tb/e  Uj^g  eif^  ^as  p^efented  (rom.  tb.e  Eaft-Indi^ 
Camipa^yy  whidt^  w^  ^Ifp  ord^r^  to  lie  on  the  table* 

M^  Nwlani  frppi  0^  Pank  of  Engla^A  pK^fen^d  at  thie  1;^ 
s^n  accqu^t  of  the  B^IU  (^  Excha^nge  ^^c^pre^  by  tb^  TFe9fury,.^u»4 
rai4  bx  the  B^nk,  f^om  thf  RrSt  of.  Janairy  1795,  to  the  31ft  of 
Qccem^eE,  1 7.96 ;  ^Ifi^  an  ;fccpunt  of  th^  fums  ii^ued  by  th0*$sK!kk» 
by.  ordf^  of  ^.  Cpmmi|JioQers.  app^ir^ed  (or  tht^  (riquidation  of 
the  National  De^t,  durixig.  ^e  (ao^  pcripd,  vhich  were  bfoi^t 
U|^  a^  ord^r^d  to  Ijlf}  uppi^  the  tabl^. 

^he^  Shpcifis.  of  Lppiijoa  pi;efented  a  petition,  ^t  t^e  h^  ftouL 
this.  Locd  M^pr,.  Alderipenx  21^.  Cpi^il  of  tbe  ci^  of  l^^ondon*, 
ip.  Co^pipp  Coimcili  afleqibl^,  iW^^g  6^  the  extenfiof)  of  d>» 
jiirjfdifljifin  o{.  Cp^^f^of  ConfpiiinQ?,  af^d  tligU  lea^ve  migh^  be  giveili 
to  bring  if\  a  t^ll]  for  tfaat^  pufppTe,  The  p^itioi^  Vi;a^  brpiig^  upi^ 
read,  ^d^  or^fercd.  tp.  lie  wppn,  the  taWg . 

Mr.  AJf]^,n^n,  ^derfon  moved  fpr  k^v^  to  bring  in  tjbe  bill* 
Leave  given. 

Tl)^  Sh<;riJ^  p£  l^wioa  piaefisnt^d  ^inptb^  pe^tipf^  &pin.  the 
Common  Council  of.  Lrondpni;  in  £i^vpw  pC  the  Copftru^on  ofi 
^et,  dpd^y  b\it  piaying  th?|t  d^  ^oufi;  woulfl;  allow  them  to  bring 
in,a  b^U  fpt  that  purppfe,  s^  the^  vfcrfi  the  chai^ered  gm^^f^.  of: 
(he  tr;|df;.  of  thcj:  river.  Thgjhesu     The^  petition  being  r^^ 

Mr.  Alderman  ANDERSON  moved  that  it  be  reftired  tp  % 
C9<l?»^'i^fe«  of  th&  ivhol<;  I^oufe« 

Mr-  MANNING  cxpreffcd  his.fatisfadion  that  the  Cofppmlief^ 
of  the  c%  of  I/xidpD  had  at.  lait  come  the  l$9igth  q£  ackmywkdgint 
the  necefllty  of  makings  WiCt  docks,  fpr  thq  a^oommpdation  of:  tb(^ 
trade  upon  thft  rivor  Ti^am^  a0d  th;»t  tlygr.  iWft  gping.  to  poi(u«: 
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a  diflSsrent  line  of  condudr  firom  that  which  they  adopted  laft  year, 
when  the^  oppoTcd  the  fecond  reading  of  the  bill.  The  bill  which 
the  merchants  had  brought  in,  he  expedkd  to  pafs  through  that 
flage  tp^morrowi  and  he  hoped  that  this  petition  was  not  meant  ta 
obflru£k  its  progrefs. 

The  SPEAKER  informed  the  honourable  Member  that  this 
petition  did  not  at  all  interfere  with. the  fecond  reading  of  the  bill; 
that  fome  petitions  had  already  been  prefcntcd  for  the  hearing  of 
council  againft  it.  in  this  (tege,  which  would  be  a  queffion  for  the 
Houfe  to  decide  upon  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Atctenman  CURTIS  faid,  he  did  not  mean  to  oppofc  the 
fecond  reading  of  the  bill  tO-morrow,  nor  had  the  city  of  London 
given  any  fuch  inftruflion  to  its  reprcfrntativcs;  all  he  wi(hed  was, 
Ihat  they  might  be  allowed  to  bring  in  another  bill,  and  that  the 
Houfe  (houtd  decide  upon  their  refpcflSve  intcrefts. 

Mr.  Aldtrman  ANDERSON  hoped  that  the  fecond  reading  of 
the  bill  would  be  put  off  to  fome  diflant  day,  that  the  Houfe  might 
be  enabled  to  ju(%e  whether  the  plan  of  the  merchants,  or  that 
which  the  eity  of  London  would  propofe,  was  preferable. 

Mr.  MANNING  oppofed  the  fuggeffion  of  Alderman  Anrferfbn 
for  poftponing  the  fecond  readfng  of  the  bill. 

The  petition  was  referred  to  a  felc6t  Committee,  who  are  ordered 
to  report  thereupon  to  the  Hotife. 

IFednefdajy   I  $th  February. 

Sir  W.  PULTENEY  pfefcnted  a  petition  from  the  Mayor, 
Aldermen,  &c.  of  the  town  of  Shrewlbury,  ftating,  that  in  the  year 
I78'4  a  houfe  of  induftry  had  been  there  inftituted  at  a  confiderablc 
txponce,  and  which  had  been  attended  with  very  beneficial  confe- 
quences  ;  that  in  its  prefent  (hape,  the  poor  bill  which  had  Been 
brought  into  Parliament  would  deflroy  the  efFedls  of  the  inAitution ; 
they  therefore  prayed  that  a  claufc  might  be  infcrted  in  the  bill,  to 
exempt  their  inftitutton  from  its  operation.  Referred  to  a  Com- 
mittee, oa  the  poor  bill. 

The  order  of  the  day  for  the  fecond  reading  of  the  wct-dbck  bill 
being  read, 

Mr.  MANNING,  ftatcd,  that  a  confiderablc  difference  cxiftcd 
between  this. bill  and  that  introduced  lad  year,  which  he  conceived 
would  remove,  in-  a  good>  meafure,  the  objedions  which  had"  been 
urged  agaioft  it*.  Aa  the  fubjeft  had  ahead}'  undergone  (b  much 
difcuflion,  he  would  nor  enter  into  any  details  cx)nceming  the  bill, 
but  (hould  content  himfelf  wiUi  moving  that  it  be  now  i^ad  a 
fecond  time. 
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Mr.  Aldermaa  CURTIS  faid,  th^r  ttiooghfeveni  atnendincnts 
bad  been  made  in  the  bill  finoe  it  was  laft  before  the  Houfe,  it  Aill 
retained  fevcral  objedionablc  parts :  thefey  however^  were  not  of 
fuch  a  nature  as  to  make  it  ncceflfary  to  oppoTe  it  upon  principle ;  he 
would,  therefore,  not  objeA  to  the  fecond  reading.  In  the  mean 
time,  he  wi(hed  the  Houfe  to  underfland,  that  when  the  bill  was 
committed,  he  would  objeA  fpecificaUy  to  the  feveral  parts  he  con- 
ceived to  be  exceptionable.  The  City  certainly  agreed  that  diere 
was  a  neceifity  for  making  docks,  but  would  objcd  particularly  to 
die  eredting  of  warehoufcs* 

M-.  Alderman  ANDERSON  faid,  that  he  had  hoped  that  the 
Houfe  would,  upon  a  full  confideratioo,  have  made  clwice  eiriier  of 
the  plan  produced  by  the  merchants,  or  that  offered  by  the  city  of 
London,  and  in  their  judgment  he  ihould  have  acquiefced.  He  did 
not  mean  to  oppofe  the  fecond  reading  of  the  bill,  but  he  would  in- 
iift  that  counfel  (hould  be  heard  againft  thofe  parts  which  were  con- 
fidered  as  exceptionable  by  the  city  of  London. 

Sir  W.  YOUNG  expreflfed  his  pleafure,  that  the  fubjea  was 
difcufled  with  fo  much  more  temper  than  it  had  been  laft'  feffion. 
He  would  not  pretend  to  fay  which  phn  was  beft,  being  fatisiied  to 
fee  that  they  united  in  the  principle,  that  foniething  was  neceifary  to 
be  done. 

Sir  FRANCIS  BARING  faid  a  few  words. 

The  bill  was.  then  read  a  fecond  time,  and  referred  to  a  Com- 
mittee. 

* 

Thurfday,   l6ih  February. 

This  being  the  day  for  a  ballot  for  a  Committee  on  the  Down- 
ton  eledlion  petition,  and  only  ninety  Members  being  prcfent,  an 
adjournment  took  place. 

Friday^    17/A  February^ 

The  Houfe  proceeded  to  a  ballot  for  a  Committee  to  try  the 
merits  of  the  Downton  ele<9ion  petition,  and  the  following  gentle*' 
men  were  chofen : 

Thomas  Tyrwhlt,  Efq.    .       Gabrid  Stewart,  Efq. 

Bryan  Edwards,  Efq.  G.  Auguftus  Polkn,  Efq. 

John  Angerftein,  Efq.  Sir  Robert  Ainllie, 

Charles  Smith,  Efq.  James  Strange,  Efq. 

Francis  Gregor,  Efq.  William  Curric,  Efq. 

Robert  Sewell,  Efq.  Nicholas  Vanfittart,  Efq. 

Thomas  Honyman,  Efq.  Charles  Abbott,  Efq. 
liaac  Gafcoyne,  Efq. 
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Mr.  MAIlSrWARlKG  proTented  a  petition  agatnft  the  bill  for 
the  relief  of  the  poor^  from  the  pariflies  of  St.  Margaret,  St.  Cle- 
mcnty  St.  George  Hanover  fquare,  St*  Paul  Covent-garden^  &c. 
fiating  that  it  would,  if  paiTed  into  a  law,  prove  injurious  to  the 
rights  and  property  of  the  inhabitants. 

Mr.  ROSE  moved,  that  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  the 
poor  bill  be  xaken  into  conlideration  on  Monday  fe'nnight. 

Mr.  WHITBREAD  exprefled  a  defire  to  be  informed,  whe- 
ther the  merits  of  the  bill  were  to  be  difcuffed  before  it  could  be 
fully  and  impartially  coofidcred ;  and  whether  the  documents  which 
were  neceffary  for  the  information  of  gentlemen,  were  ready  to  be 
laid  before  the  Houfe. 

Mr.  ROSE  begged  kave  to  aflure  the  honourable  gentleman, 
that  every  poflible  Aep  had  been  taken  tp  accelerate  the  bufi- 
nefs,  and  that  the  fchedules  were  preparing  with  the  utmoft 
difpatch. 

Mr.  WHITBREAD  obferved,  that  he  feared  it  would  be 
found  impoflible,  from  the  delay  which  had  taken  place,  to  go 
through  the  ImU  this  feflion. 

Mr.  ROSE  afiured  the  honourable  gentleman,  that  no  exertions 
had  been  omitted  to  bring  forward  a  fubjed  wliich  his  right  ho- 
nourable friend  (Mr.  Pitt)  had  confidered  cf  the  utmoft  importance, 
and  on  which  he  had  beftowed  the  moft  unremitting  attention.  In 
mentioning  Monday  for  the  conlideration  of  the  report,  he  did  not 
poiitivcly  fay,  that  every  thing  would  be  in  readincfs  for  that  time, 
though  he  entertained  a  confident  hope  of  it. 

After  fome  additional  obfervations  from  Mr.  WHITBREAD, 
and  a  declaration  from  Mr.  MAINWARING,  that  he  trufted 
conGderable  notice  would  be  given  before  the  ultimate  decifion  of 
the  bill, 

Mr.  ROSE  replied,  that  fuch  was  certainly  the  intention  of  his 
right  honourable  friend.  Gentlemen  could  not  but  admit,  that 
there  were  many  difficulties  in  objedls  fo  various  and  complicated 
as  the  bill  embraced  ;  yet  he  could  aiTert  with  confidence,  that  if 
it  were  not  brought  forward  this  feifion,  it  could  not  be  attributed 
to  any  thing  but  neceffity. 

'The  report  was  ordered  to  be  taken  into  confideration  on  Mon* 
day  fe'nnight. 

Mr.  WHITBREAD  gave  notice,  that  he  fhould,  on  Friday 
next,  move  for  an  inquiry  into  the  condudl  of  Adminiftration  with 
rerpe£l  -to  the  meafures  purfued  for  defeating  the  expedition  planned 
by  the  French  Republic  againft  Ireland. 

Heie  the  SPEAKER  informing  Mr.  Whitbread  that  Mr.  Fox*s 
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motion  fiof  the  weftti  et  die  trcafbn  and  iUition  bills  flood  for  diac 
daf ;  Mr.  Foa  dccbred  that  be  ihould  defer  bis  motion  umil  F»i^ 
day  fc'nnight.     Agreed  to. 

The  order  of  the  day  for  tbc  Honie  to  rc(blfe  itftrlf  in^  a  Com* 
mittee  on  the  Quakers'  bill,  bang  lead. 

Sir  W^SCOTT  ma^d,  tkkt  tbe  order  dc^ftaniover  dfl  Thurf- 
day  next. 

Mr.  Serjeant  ADAIR  obfervcd,  diat  in^  one  point  of  view  he 
coincided  with  his  honouiaMe  friend  in  deferrii^  die  gting  inco  the 
Comoiillee.  He  was  concerned  to  find  that  the  thm  flate  of  the 
Houfe  was  in  itfidf  a  vfbfficient  ailment  for  that  meafunr ;  fef  he 
could  not  help  exprefling  his  fincere  regret,  thaff  a  hitt  of  fo  ifiuch 
real  impoFtance^  aod  lyhicby  notwichtendctig  his  comimied  exertion, 
had  been  fo  often  protraScdy  was  not^^at  thar  moment  aUe  ft>  feciir& 
the  attendance  of  gentlemeor.  He  tbetefaie  would  no(  o^^e  ^ 
motion,  but  he  (hould  not  confent  to  podpbnethe  progrefs  of  the  hitt 
aay  loegfer  after  that  tune,  without  taking  die  fenib  of  llic  Moufe 
Oft  ir. 

Mr.  WIGLEY  trufted  gentlemen  woultf  i«cdk£l  thafr  many 
perions  wevet  now  in  confincman  V  wton  the  bill  vkbs  meant  to 
relieve. 

The  MASTER  of  the  ROLLS  fiiggefted^  tbat^  tbe^hdkr  «^daf 
had,  pediaps,  been  the  catife  of  the  pnefimt  thin  attendance.  Ano- 
ther bailot  was  fixed  hx  Tuefday.  The  (bme  effi^^  mi^  be  pnk 
ducsd  ;  would  not  Wednefday^  therefore,  be  a^  bcxter  day  f 

Mr.  Serjeant  ADAIR  expieflbd  his  oblig^ftion:  tt»  the  Maflcr  6f 
the  BdOb  for  his  fijggcftion,  and  wifhed  diat  WcdneTday  might  be 
filled,  inftead  of  Tuci^ay. 

Mr.  H..  BROWNE  thought  that,  if  oaght  not  to  go  inti^  the 
world  that  many  perfons  were  fuffcring  imprifonmcnt. 

Mt.  WIGLEY  ftatod,  thar  their  were  fix  perfons  now  in  York 
jail  who  had  been  conlinod  for  mons  than  a^y^n  (Mr.  Wi^^ 
mentioned  their  names.)  It  had  even  been  wiftied*  lad  year  that 
the  bill  (hould  pa&  with  any  imperfedions  tbat  it  might  poU^S^  in 
onier  that  thefe  un&etunate  perfons  might  be  liberated. 

The  Committee  on  the  bill  was  fixed  for  Wcdnefdliy  nestt. 

Monday f    20 th  February, 

Mr.  GEORGE,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  for  trying  the 
merits  of  (he  Downton  eledlion,  made  his  report  from  the  iaid 
Committee. 

That  the  fitting  Members  were  duly  ele^SUd. 


FEfi.  20.]  DEBA'fES.     *  617 

That  tbe  qpedticia  agatnd  the  faid  return  was  not  frivolous  nor 
vexatious: 

That  die  oppolition  of  the  fitting  Members  to  the  faid  petition 
was  not  frivolous  nor  vexatious. 

Mr.  CANNING  brought  up  the  fubfidiary  treaty  betvi'een  His 
Maje%  and  the  Landgrave  of  HefTe  Damftadt,  which  was  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  H.  THORNTON  rofe,  to  offer  a  petition  from  his  con- 
flituents  to  the  Houfe,  on  the  fubjed  of  the  deciiion  of  the  Com- 
mittee appdnted  to  try  the  merits  of  the  laft  Sputhwark  eledion. 
He  faidy  that  the  petitioners  complained  of  their  being  laid  under  a 
coniiderable  hardihip'by  that  decifion  ;  that  they  did  not,  however, 
complain  of  the  hardfliipof  that  part  of  it  by  which  Mr.  Thelluffon 
was  declared  ineHgible,  much  lefs  did  they  coniphin  of  the  decidon 
of  the  former  Committee,  who  had  only  determined  in  the  manner 
in  which  (as  Mr.  Thornton  thought)  they  were  bound  to  do  by  the 
Treating  AdI,  by  making  the  ele^ion  void*  What  his  conftituents 
complained  of  was,  that  part  of  the  decifion  of  the  laA  Committee 
which  afieded  their  rights,  by  not  merely  unfeating  Mr.  ThelluiTon, 
btit  by  feating  Mr.  Tierney,  on  the  principle  that  all  thofc  votes 
were  thrown  away  which  had  been  given  for  Mr.  ThellirfTon  on  this 
fecond  eledion.  Mr.  Thornton  ftated,  that  the  petitioners  con- 
ceived they  ought  to  have  had  an  opportunity  of  knowing  the  ineli- 
gibility of  Mr.  Thelluflbn,  before  they  ^jttt  conftrucd  to  have  thus 
thrown  away  their  votes,  by  voting  for  him.  They  ftated  in  the 
petition,  that  on  Mr.  Thelluflbifi's  offering  himfelf  a  fecond  time, 
they  bad  taken  all  the  means  in  their  power  to  Inform  themfelves 
whether  he  was  eligible  or  not ;  that  on  confulting  thfc  Treating  A  A, 
they  faW  nothing  that  in  their  minds  could  imply  ineligibility  ;  aiid 
that  all  the  lawyers  who  were  confulted,  oonfidered  him  as  eligtfafc. 
That  moreover,  the  Buliff  of  the  borough,  who  was  the  returning 
officer,  had  affured  the  dehors  that  he  had  taken  CounfeVs  opinion, 
and  that  they  might  fafely  vote  for  Mr.  Thelluflbn.  Mr.  Thornton 
fiated,  that  under  thefe  circumftances  the  petitioners  thought  it  was 
a  oonfiderable  hardfliip  that  they  (hould  be  condemned  to  be  repre- 
fented  by  a  perfon  who  had  not  been  chofen  by  a  m^ority  of  the 
eleftors  of  Southwark,  but  who  had  merely  the  votes  of  a  majority. 
Mr.  Thornton,  however,  remaHied,  that  in  his  opinion  no  queftlon 
whatever  qould  b^  raifed  as  to  the  condufivenefs  of  every  part  of  the 
decifion  of  the  late  Committee,  and  that  he  believed  the  petitioners 
bad  iiltle  or  ho  difference  of  opinion  from  him  in  this  xefpeA.  They 
prayed, .  indeed,  that  the  Houfe  would  take  into  its  conMeratioHy 
whether  any  pavtof  that  dccMon  could  be  brought  under  its  ddtibe^ 
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rations  ;  but  if  not^  that  they  wovid  take  fuch  meafures  as  to  the 
Houfc  might  fecm  fit  for  maintaining  the  rights  of  eledors  in  fu- 
ture cafes.     Mr,  Thornton  faid,  there  were  two  meafures  of  a  Le- 
giflative  kind  which  ought  to  be  taken  by  the  Houfc,  wiih^-a  view 
to  remedy  anv  like  hardOiips  in  future  ;  and  firft,  he  ftated  the  law 
to  be  deficient  at  prefcnt  in  not  allowing  ele6)ion  }xtitions  to  be 
prefented   by  elci\6rs   who  were  on  the  fame  fide  with  the  fitting 
Member.     The  law  entruftcd  to  the  fitting  Member  alone  the  in- 
terefis  of  the  clcdors  on  the  fame  fide  vith  him,  even  in  cafes  where 
thofc  eledors  had  an   intered  dillin^t  from  the  fitting  Member ; 
that  in  the  prefent  cafe,  for  infiance,  after  the  Committee  had  de- 
cided that  Mr.  ThelluflTon  was  not  duly  eledled,  there  femaincd  a 
farther  queftion  to  be  tried,  namely,  whether  Mr.  Ticrncy  (hould  be 
fcatcd,  or  whether  there  (hould  be  a  new  cledion  ?   The  other  mca- 
fure  which  he  thought  it  nwght  become  the  Houfc  to  take,  was  that 
of  explaining  and  amending  the  Treating  A61,  or  pafiTmg  a  declaratory 
law,  in  order  to  afcertain  what  was  to  be  the  future  conOrudlion  of 
Jt^      As  the  matter  now  flood,  there  was  decifion  againft  decillon. 
In  the  Norwich  cafe  before  mentioned,  the  Treating  Afl  did  not  in- 
flict ineligibility,  and  the  fitting  Member  remained  featcd.      In  -the 
prefcnt  cafe  th^  Committee  bad  rcfolved  the  dlrtSt  contrary.     In 
this  refpect  he  conceived  therefore  that  the  Houfe  could  have  no 
objc(!^ion  (in  conformity  indeed  with  what  had  been  propofed  aU 
ready  by   an  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Whitbread)    who   had 
fervcd  on  one  of  the  Southwark  Committees),  to  let  a  bill  be  in- 
troduced to  clear  up  the  point  either  one  way  or  the  other ;  and 
he  faw  no  particular  objection  himfelf  to  let  ineligibility  f(^Iow 
every  convidion  of  .having  treated,  if  that  feemcd  the  difpofition 
pf  the  Houfe.     Mr.  Thornton  oext  adverted  to  the  prefent  partial 
and  dcfc<51ivc  operations  of  the  Treating  Ad,  and  it  fcemed  to  ope- 
rate as  a  hardlhip  in  particular  cafes,  in  confequence  of  its  being 
evaded  in  fo  many  others.     Many  of  his  conftituents,  for  inftancc, 
thought  it  hard  that  what  they  had  feen  done  fo  often  in  the  cities 
of  London  jmd  Wcftminificr,  in  the  town  of  Guildford,  and  in  a 
variety  of  other  places,  without  any  penal  confequcnces  foUowir^ 
fron)  it,  ftiould  in  thuf  cafe  have  deprived  them  of  the- reprefcnta- 
rive  chofcn  by  the  majority,  and  (hould  have  fixed  on  them  a  per- 
fon  having  only  a  n.inority  of  votes.     One  ordinary,  and  often  very 
efl^^Slual  means* of  evading  the  law,  was  the  delaying  to  pay  the  bills 
for  treating  till  after  the  fourteen  days  expired,  within  which  the 
Houfe  required  every  p:tition  to  be  prefented.      In  the  Southwark 
cafe  it  had  been  ftated  to  him,  that  Mr.  Thelluflbn  had  fufTcrcd 
ohicfly  through  his  having  ventured  td  pay  bis  bills  before  the  or- 
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dinary  period,  which  he  was  faid  alfo  to  have  been  led  to  do  by  fome 
swords  which  dropt  from  Mr.  Tierney,  and  which  Mr.  Thelluflbn  • 
happened  tb  have  conftrucd  into  an  implication  that  there  would  be 
no  petition.  Mr.  Thornton  faid,  that  he  anxioufly  wifhed  that 
fome  means  might  be  dcvifcd  of  fccuring  an  univcrfal  attention  to 
the  requifitions  of  the  Treating  A<^,  inftead  of  that  partial  and  acci- 
dental enforcement  of  it  which  now  took  place.  He  Jjrofeffcd 
himfelf  a  friend  to  that  a(Sl,  and  to  the  utmoft  purity  that  could  be 
introduced  into  elc^ifxis  in  evcrj'  rcfpedl. 

Mr.  Thornton  concluded  by  cbferving,  that  the  petition  in  his. 
hand* was  figned  by  about  11  50  electors,  which  was  a  fomcwhat 
greater  number  than  had  voted  for  Mr.  Tierney,  and  might  be 
^onGdered  to  cxprefs  the  fcnfc  of  a  majory  of  the  cle6^ors  of 
Southwark. 

The  petition  was  read  as  follows  : 

•*  The  petition  of  the  undcr-fignedeleflors  of  the  antient  town 
and  borough  of  Southwark,  fcts  forth,  that  the  petitioners  have 
been  informed  of  the  report  made  to  the  Houfc  ot  Commons  ap- 
pointed to  try  the  matter  of  the  petition  of  George  Ticmey,  Efq. 
agaioft  the  return  of  the  High  Bailiff  of  the  faid  borough  to  the 
precept  iaft  direcled  to  him  for  the  cleiiilion  of  a  burgefs  to  fcrvc  in 
Parliament  for  the  faid  borough,  to  which  precept  the  faid  Hi^ 
Bailiff  had '  nrtade  his  return,  that  George  Woodford  Thelluffon, 
Efq.  was  duly  elciSed,  .and  un(^cr  which,  return  the  faid  George 
Woodford  Thelluffon  had  been  allowed  to  take  tlic  oaths  and  his 
feat  in  the  Houfe  as  a  rcprcfentativc  for  the  faid  borough  in  Parlia- 
ment :  the  petitioners  w'ere  grcr-tly  concerned  in  finding,  that  the 
Seleft  Committee,  appointed  to  try  tbe  .mcritsof  the  faid  petition^ 
had  determined  that  the  faid  George  Wooflford  Thelluffon  was  not 
cUgible  at  the  Iaft  election,  and  that  the  uid  Committee  had  far- 
ther refolvcd,  tiiat  George  Tierney,  Efq.  was  doly  *  dotted,  and 
ought  to  have  been  returned  ;  and  that,  in  confeqU^nce  of  foch'rc*'* 
port,  the  Clerk  of  the  Crown  had  been  required  to  crtfc  the  name 
of  the  faid  George  Woodford  Thelluffon,  and  to  ihfcrt  that  of-  the. 
faid  George  Tierney  in  the  place  thereof  on  the  records  of  the 
Houfei  as  a  reprcfentative  for  the  faid  borough  in  Parliament,  un- 
der the  authority  of  fuch  refolution  :  and  that  the  petitioners,  al- 
ways defirous  of  maintaining  entire*  the  high  conftitutional  refpoft 
which  they  owe  to  the  Houfc,  requeft  that,  they  may  be  allowed  to. 
fiate  the  hardfliips  to  which  they  feel  themfelves  fjibje<S^ed  upon  this 
occafionr.  When  the  petitioners  became  informed  of  the  determi- 
nation on  the  former  petition,  which  deprived  Mr.  Thelluffon  of  ids 
feat,  and  declared  the  elciSion  void,  they  forthwith  endeavoured  to 
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obtain  the  beft  information,  whether,  in  confequence  of  fuch  ded^ 
fioni  the  faid  George  Woodford  Thelluflbn  was  rendered  inelligiUc 
for  the  next  election.     For  this  purpofei  they  eicamined  with  great 
care  and  attention  the  fevcral  enadmcnts  f)f  the  7th  of  King  Wil- 
liam the  Third  (tinder  which  ad  the  faid  former  eledion  had  been 
declared  void)  die  judgement  of  the  •  petitioners  as  to  the  extent  of 
the  difabilities  created  by  that  (latute,  (which  appeared  to  them  to 
reach  no  farther  than  to  make  void  fuch  eledion,)  meaning,  as  the 
petitioners  underftood,  fuch  eledlion  as  the  faid  a6t  appears  folely  to 
be  in  relation  to,  namely,  the  eledion  in  which  pradices,  by  that 
ad  made  unlawful,  had  been  proved  againft  the  fitting  Member, 
,  was  not  only  tbrtified  by  great  legal  authorities,  but  was  alfo  fane- 
ttoned  by  die  determination  made  rcfpeding  that  fiatute  byaSeled 
Committee  of  the  Houfe,  vix.  the  fccond  Norwich  cafe  in  1787, 
whicK"  determination,  the  petitioners  were  informed,  has  ever  been 
confidered  as  conformable  to  law  ;  b^it  the  petitioners  were  (as  thcj 
conceive)  fully  warranted  in  the  conclufion,  that  the  faid  George 
Woodford  Thelluflbn  was  competent  and  eligible  to  be  elected  and 
rq^umed,  becaufe  the  High  Bailiff,  who  is  the  prefiding  and  return- 
ing officer  at  fuch  eledions  for  the  faid  borough,  on  the  morning  of 
the  faid  ele£Hon,  at  the  time  of  the  proclamation  from  the  fmpt  of 
the  Court  of  Huftin^,  viz.  on  the  1 8th  of  November  laft,  did 
publicly  declare  to  the  faid  eledors,  that  he»  the  High  Bailiff,  did 
confider  the  faid  George  Woodford  Thelluffon  as  eligible,  and  that 
he  (hould,  when  called  upon,  offer  his  name  to  them  as  a  candidate : 
that  the  petitioners  humbly  fubmit  to  the  oonfideration  of  the  Houfe, 
that,  under  the  events  of  thefe  proceedings,  a  great  majority  of  the 
eledors  of  this  antient  borough  now  feel  themfelves  deprived  of  their 
due  reprefentation  in  the  Houfe,  and  perceive  a  perfon,  who  never 
.  was  entrufted  or  deputed  by  any  majority  of  the  eledors,  now  fitting 
sn  ParliaoKnt  under  the  charader  of  their  reprefentative :  that  the 
petitiaocrs  have  duly  confidered  the  ad  of  the  i  oth  of  his  prcfent 
Majefty  to  regulate  the  trials  of  controverted  elcdtons,  and  obfrrv- 
iagt  that,  under  the  dirediohs  of  the  faid  ad,  the  decifions  of  fuch 
Sded  Committees  (hall  be  final  as  between  the  parties,  arc  laid 
Under  great  difficulty  (fomewhat  doubting  whether  they,  as  eledors, 
axCf  in  the  prefent  cafe,  parties  within  the  meaning  of  the  ad)  in 
alking  from  the  Houfe  any  rcdrefs  for  what  they  conceive  to  be  an 
!iard(htp  and  a  grievance,  but,  in  jufiice  to  themfelves,  to  their  poT- 
tecity,  and  to  all jTthcr  eledors,  they  humbly  hope  and  pray,  that 
the  Houfe  will  be  pleafed  to  confider  whether,  the  Report  of  the 
Conraiittee,  under  which  the  faid  George  Tiemey  has  obtained  his 
feat,  may  be,  in  any  manner,  brought  wider  the  eonfidenuioo  cf  Ifap 


•  V 


FBB«aa.]  DEBATES.  6ii 

Houfe,  and,  if  not,  wh«th«r  any  proottdingi'(H]^t  to  bd  had  fer  Ae 
better  fecurity  in  futute  of  the  rig^*  of  ckdidn  for  Members  to 
fcrve  in  Parliament,  and  to  render  more  txplicit,  and  free  from 
doubt,  the  provi(ions  of  the  adi  of  the  7  th  of  William  the  Third, 
under  the  common  and  ufuai  underftanding  of  which  (he  petitioners 
(together  with  a  great  majority  of  the  elcAors  of  th^  faid  borough) 
gave  their  votes  for.  the  (aid  George  Woodford  ThelluflTon  at  the 
laft  eledton,  and  now  find  themfelves  deprived  of  their  eledfion 
franchife,  not  only  without  having  received  any  fufficient  notice  to 
warn  them  againft '  voting  for  the  (aid  George  Woodford  TheU 
Ittflbn  ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  after  having  been  informed,  through 
their  proper  organ  (as  they  conceive)  diat  the  feld  George  Wood- 
ford ThellufTon  was  lawfully  competent  to  be  a  candidate  at  fuch 
dcdion." 

The  petition  was  ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  TIERNEY  faid,  that  it  was  certainly  unpleafant  for  him 
to  obferve  the  infinuations  which  this  petition  contained.  He  had 
hoped,  that  if  ever  any  man  had  procured  a  feat  in  that  Houfe  upon 
fair  conltitutional  grounds,  he  was  that  perfon,  'He  therefore  felt  it 
unpleafant  that  the  mode  in  which  he  had  obtained  his  feat  in  the 
Hou{b,  (hould  daily  in  the  newfpapers  be  reprobated  as  unconftitu- 
tional,  and  he  wifhed  for  an  opportunity  to  meet  the  imputation. 
He  differed  from  the  honourable  gentleman  who  faid  that  the  ped- 
tion  contained  the  fenfe  of  the  ele£lors  of  Southwark.  A  public 
meeting  called  for  the  avowed  purpofe  was  the  proper  mode  of  col- 
Ie£ting  the  fenfe  of  the  dehors,  but  here  no  fuch  thing  had 
taken  place.  Private  letters  had  been  fent  round  to  thofe  who 
were  fuppofed  to  be  hoftile  to  his  intereft,  and  in  this  way  the 
iignatures  of  the  petition  had  been  procured.  He  hoped  that  the 
honourable  gentleman  would  name  fome  day  for  taking  this  peti- 
tion into  confideration,  and  move  fomething  fpecific  upon  its  gene- 
ral prayer.  He  wifhed  moft  anxioufly  that  his  real  (ituation  in  the 
Houfe  might  be  afcertained.  He  could  have  wifhed  that  the  ho- 
nourable gentleman,  who,  indeed,  had  informed  him  that  the  pe- 
tition was  to  be  prefented,  had  likewife  apprized  him  of  its  contents^ 
for  till  now  he  was  totally  ignorant  of  its  purport  \  he  therefore 
hoped  that  a  day  would  be  named  when  he  fhould  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  replying  to  the  petition,  fo  far  as  it  regarded  himfclf* 

Mr*  THORNTON  faid,  that  he  had  been  merely  the  organ  of 
the  body  of  his  conftttuents  by  whom  the  petition  was  prefented, 
«nd  only  explained  the  fentiments  it  contained. 

Mr.  TIERNEY  faid,  that  he  was  to  underftand  then,  that 
any  one  fitting  Member  might  prefent  a  petition  againft  another  fit- 
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ting  Membrr.  Here  was  a  petition  laid  upon  the  table  againft 
him>  which  he  had  no  opportunity  of  anfwering.  What  to  do  he 
knew  not ;  the  only  thing  that  could  be  done>  was,  perhaps,  for 
him  to  complain,  that  under  the  maik  of  a  petition,  an  infult  had 
been  offered  to  a  Memi^r  of  the  Houfe. 

Mr.  PARKER  COKE  moved  for  the  fccond  readit^g  of  the 
bill  for  the  better  trying  of  oiFences  within  certain  local  jurifdrc- 
tions  and  towns  corporate.  He  ftated  th^  difficulty  which  had 
been  felt  in  the  didribution  of  juftice,  from  the  prejudices  which 
fometimes  exifted  where  the  Jury  was  compofed  of  perfons  refiding 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  perfons  to  be  tried.  The  principle  of  the 
bill  was,  to  enable  perfons  within  limited  jurifdidions  to  apply  to 
the  country  at  large.  In  feveral  places  6f  this  defcription  too,  in 
Pool,  Hull  and  Southampton,  it  was  the  praflicc  to  allow  the  pri- 
sons to  be  full  before  the  prifoners  were  brought  to  trial,  from  which 
great  oppreffion  and  inconvenience  arofe. 

Mr.  JEFFERY  (of  Pool)  faid,  that  within  his  recollection  no 
fuch  grievance  had  exifted  at  Pool;  he  did  not  think  that  ever 
more  than  three  perfons  were  confined  at  once  for  offences  of  the 
defcription  to  which  this  bill  was  to  apply  previous  to  their  being 
brought  to  tiial.  He  was  not,  however,  hoftile  to  the  principle  of 
the  bill. 

Tuejdayy  1  \Jl  February. 

A  Committee  was  balloted  for  to  try  the  merits  of  the  petition 
on  the  conteftcd  cledion  for  the  borough  of  Canterbury,  when  the 
following  Members  were  chofen  i  - 

« 

George  Vanfittart,  Richard  Wilfon, 

Sir  Richard  Cartr  Glynn,  Chriflopher  Arkinfon,     ^ 

John  Angerftein,  Lord  Harvey, 

H.  Joddrell,  Lord  Huntingfield, 

E.  W.  Bootlc,  '          Sir  W.  Lemon, 

Edward  Rufliworth^  Lord  TyrconncU 
T.  Jpnes, 

Nominees^R.  P.  Carew,  -   Hon.  St.  Andrew  St.  John. 

The  following  Members  were  appointed,  by  ballot,  a  Committee 
to  try  the  merits  of  the  petition  relative  lo  the  cledtion  of  the  bo- 
rough of  Tewkejfbury  :  ' 

Lord  Ha  wkelbury,-  Sir  .Martin  Browne  Folkes, 

Hon.  Geo.  Walpolc,  Sir  G.  Douglas, 

Hon.  H.  Lafcclleg,  .  John  Baring, 

.  Francis  Diekcns,  Sir  Francis  Baring, 
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J.  Scroopc  Bernard,  T.  S.  Bucknall, 

Sir  John  Aubery,  W.  Dlckenfon,  jun. 

Edmund  Baftard, 
^<?OT/W^j— Daniel  Parket-  Coke,      Charles  Bragge,  -  ^ 

*  Adjourned.  .  '  •    . 

-fVedYuJdajy  %ld  February. 

.  The  ballot  for  a  Committee  to  try  the  merits  of  the  cledHon  for 
Inverkeithing,  which  flood  for  to-morrow,  was  put  off  to  the  i6th 
of  March. 

f  Mr.  WHITBREAD  faid,  that  in  confcquence  of  a  rcqueft  from 
a  right  honourable  gentleman  oppofite  to  him,  he  (hould  defer  his 
motion  for  an  incjuiry  into,  the  conduct  of  Adminiftration  refpefting 
the  late  expedition  of^  the  French  agalnft  Ireland,  from  Friday  lb 
Monday  next. 

Colonel  PORTER  faid,  that  he  had  read  with  attention  the 
Sot^thwark  petition  upon  the  table,  and  he  conceived  that  language 
had  been  ufed  in  it  fo  infultirig  to  the  Committee,  of  which  he  had 
been  a  Member,  that  if  no  other  efficient  perfon  brought  the  fubjed 
.  before  the  Houfe,  he  (hould  himfelf  make  a  motion  upon  it  on 
Thurfday  fc'nnight. 

Mr.  Alderman  LUSHINGTON  gave  notice,  that  he  (hould, 
on  Friday  next,  make  a  motion  upon  the  fubjeA  of  the  lofTes  fuf- 
tained  by  the  merchants  in  importing  grain  during  the  late 
fcarcity. 

The  oomtnitmcnt  of  the  Quakers'  bill,  upon  the  fuggefiion  of 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  was  put  off  to  Friday. 

T'hurjdayi   23^  February, 

Mr.  POWYS  gave  notice  of  an  intention  to  move,  on  fomc 
future  day,  for  a  bill  to  amend  and  explain  the  late  zSt  for  the  re- 
gulation of  weights  and  meafures. 

The  following  lid  was  given  in  of  Members  balloted  to  try  the 
merits  of  the  {>eiition  againft  the  return  for  Carlifle : 

Sir  J.  Morfliead,  T.  Kemp,  Efq. 
M.  G.  Lewis,  Efq.              *  W.  Manning,  Efq, 

/       J.  Amyatt,  Efq.  T.  Johnes,  Efq. 

J.  Sargent,  Efq.  Hon.  E.  Lafcelles, 

E.  M.  Munday,  Efq.  M.  Singleton,  Efq. 

R.  B  Robfon,  Efq.  Hon.  W.  Brodcrick. 
G.  Ellis,  Efq. 

NomwcS'^M.  Wood,  Efq.  J.  Harrifon,  Efq. 
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FruUtf,  %4/h  Ftbnurj. 

On  th^  motion  of  Mr.  GREY,  the  ballot  fbr  the  Committee 
on  the  eledbn  for  the  county  of  Kent,  which  fiood  for  ThurTday 
next,  was  po%>ned,  on  account  of  the  Ciicuits,  till  Tburfiday  the 
4th  of  April. 

.  Mr.  HARRISON  gave  notice,  that  on  Tucfday  fc'nnight  he 
ipould  move  for  a  ConmHttec,  to  conflder  of  a  mode  of  reducu^ 
the  public  expenditure  by  «  letrenchmcnt  of  the  expenoc  of  oflkcs 
and  finecure  places. 

Mr.  Alderman  LUSHINGTON  rofe  to  lUte  the  grounds  of  a 
motion,  of  which  he  had  given  notice  on  a  former  day,  for  a  Cooi- 
naittee  to  inveftigate  the  caufes  and  the  amount  of  the  lofTcs  which 
had  been  fuflaincd  by  the  merchants  who  had,  in  a  tim^  of  public 
fcaitrity,  fupplied  the  country  with  corn,  and  to  confider  if  (here 
were  any  mode  of  indemnifying  them  for  thefe  Ibffes.     He  was 
aware  thai,  in  propofing  this  motion,  he  had  to  encounter  a  ftrang 
general  principle,  to  which  it  was  certainly  proper  in  moil  cafes  to 
adhere.     He  confidered  himfelf,  however,  as  warranted  to  ftate  the 
prefent  inftance  as  one  of  thofe  which  might  fairly  be  urged  as  an 
exception  to  the  con^mon  rule*     Ho  profefTed,  in  bringing  forward 
the  fubjedl,  neither  to  he  the  advocate  of  die  fuflfeiers  nor  a  com- 
plainant of  perfonal  damage,  but  to  be  afhiated  by  a  fincere  defire 
to  promote  the  peace  of  the  country,  and  an  ardent  zeal  to  encou- 
rage that  public  fpirit  by  which  alone,  in  critical  emergencies,  it 
could  be  jNfeferved.     He  was  entirely  unacquainted  with  thofe  indi- 
viduals who  had  fuflTered  in  confequencc  of  their  exertions  in  im* 
porting  grain  into  the  country,  at  a  time  when  it  was  threatened 
with  one  of  the  greateft  calamities  incident  to  man  ;  and  therefore 
he  felt  for  them  only  as  he  would  feel  for  others  who  had  beenfub* 
Jedted  to  a  fex^e  and  ruinous  lofs.    But  it  was  extnemely  neceflary 
for  die  Houfe,  overlooking  all  individual  confideritions,  to  take 
care  that  thofe  who,  by  their  fpirited  and  patriotic  exertions,  had 
afibrded  feafonable  relief  to  the  country,  (hould  not  be  fubjeded  to 
fuch  a  lofs  as  might  in  foture  difcourage  and  check  diat  fpirit  from 
which  the  public  as  a  body  had  fo  eminently  benefited.     When  the 
fcarcity  prevailed,  the  purchafes  made  by  Government  were  found 
to  be  very  inadequate  to  fupply  the  demands  of  the  market.     It 
was  therefore  found  adyifeable  to  encourage  private  fpeculadon,  in 
importing  an  article  of  the  firft  ncccf^ity  then  fo  much  wanted. 
Prompted  by  a  defire  of  fupplying  the  exifiing  wants  <tf  the  country, 
and  encouraged  by  the  inducements  held  forth  by  the  Lc^flature^ 
the  menJiants  imported  a  vaft  quantity  of  pom  on  thrir  ovrff  acv 
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county  the  confequence  of  which  was,  the  price  fell  between*  .60  and 
70  per  cent.  In  1 795,  before  individuals  engaged  .in^the  fpecu* 
lation,  Government  imported  only  250,000  quarters^  whereas  in 
1796  there  were  about  70 0,00 ©.quarters  imported.  But  this 
was  not  all ;  his  argument  derived  ftrong  collateral  aid  from  the  in* 
terfcrence  of  Government  in  the  market.  Syfupplying  ttip  market 
j^ularly  ever)'  week  with  a  certain  quantity  of  corn  at  a  certaiti 
price,  the  nierchants  were  of  courfe  under  the  nece^Tity  of  felling 
what  they  had  imported  at  the  fame  price,  and  thus  were  deprived 
of  thofe  profits  which,  from  the  ilate  of  the  country,  they  had  been 
given  to  exped.  Upon  thefe.  grounds  he  hoped  the  Houfe  would 
be  difpofed  to  grant  them  fome  relief  ^  he  therefor^  npoved,  '^  that 
a  Committee  be  appointed  to  invedigate  the  ^ufes  and  the  simount 
of  the  lofles  fuftained  by  the  merchants  in  importing  corn  into  the 
country  at  a  time  of  great  public  fcarcity,  and  to  coafider  of  fome 
mode  of  Indemnifying  them  for  thofe  lofles," 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  did  not  oppof^  the  appointment  of  a  Com- 
mittee ;  he  hoped,  however,  that  it  would  be  an  open  one.  He 
rofe  merely  to  aOc  the  worthy  Alderman  one  queftion.  He  had  qo 
doubt  that  the  merchants  who  engaged  in  the  fpeculation  of  im- 
porting grain  were  influenced  by  views  of  perfonal  intereft,  as  well 
.  as  by  motives  of  public  fpirit.  Now  he  wiflicd  to  know,  whe- 
ther, if  the  harvefl  had  failed,  and  the  price  of  corn  of  courfe 
had  rifen,  they  would  have  given  up  any  part  of  th^ir  pro§ts  to 
t|ie  public  ? 

Mr.  Alderman  LUSHINGTON  explained,  that  he  did  not 
mean  to  flate  that  the  merchants  had  been  guided  in  their  fpecula- 
tions  folely  by  difintercfted  motives  ;  but  he  contended  that  they  were 
UTged  and  impelled  by  Government  to  enter  into  the  fpeculation, 
and  that  as  they  had  fuOained  fevere  lofles  by  yielding  to  this  re- 
commendation, they  had  a  fait  and  jufl  claim  to  indemnity.  As  to 
what  would  have  happened  if  the  price  of  corn  had  rifen  infiead  of 
falling,  he  was  fully  convinced  that,  had  this  unfortunately  been  the 
cafe,  the  fituationof  the  country  would  have  been  truly  deplorable; 
for  he  doubted,  much  as  the  people  were  inclined  to  obey  the  laws» 
whether  they  would  have  remained  long  in  fubjedlion  to  them,  had 
the  price  of  bread  continued  to  rife  after  it  was  at  fifteen  pence  th^ 
quartern  loaf. 

An  open  Committee  was  appointed  to  co^fid^F  the  motion. 

Mr.  POWYS  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  ^>ill  to  explain  and 
amend  an  ad  pafled  two  years  ago  for  regulating  weights  and  mea* 
f^res.     Leave  was  given. 

The  order  of  the  day  for  the  Houfe  to  refolve  itfelf  into  a  Q^ 
Vol.  I.  A  I.  \ 


6a6  PARLIAMENTARY  [Commok*. 

mittee  of  the  whole  Houfe  on  a  bill  for  granting  relief  to  the  people 
caHed  QtjakerSy  and  for  tzking  their  folemn  affirmation  in  criniiiul 
as  well  as  civil  cafes,  being  read,  and  the  queftion  being  put  that 
ihe  Speaker  now  leave  the  chair, 

Sir  W.  SCOTT,  after  an  apology  for  the  alteration  which  had 
taken  place  in  his  opinion  (incc  lad  year,  ftated  at  confidcrable 
length  his  objeAions  to  the  farther  progrefs  of  the  bill.  They 
pointed  chiefly  to  that  brandi  of  the  bill  whidi  refpeded  die  pay- 
inent  of  tithes.  With  regard  to  the  other  branch,  of  making  the 
affirmation  of  Quakers  evidence  in  criminal  cafes,  he  was  willing  to 
confide  in  the  judgment  of  thofe  who  had  greater  experience  tfian 
hirnfdf.  He  profiled  himfelf  to  be  no  enemy  to  toleration,  but 
by  toleration  he  meant  diat  kind  of  toleration  which »  as  it  afieded 
religious  opinions,  was  not  inconfiftent  with  the  civil  rights  of  pro- 
perty. It  was  not  enough  that  religious  opinions  (hould  be  (inccre, 
in  order  to  give  them  to  a  claim  to  ptotedfion ;  for  if  they  injured 
the  civil  rights  of  others,  they  could  have  no  fuch  pretcnfions.  If 
civH  inconVenicricies  arofc  fmm  certain  religious  opinions,  they 
ought  to  fiaill  upon  the  holders  of  thefe  opinions,  and  not  upon  the 
inhocent  part  of  the  community.  The  opinions  held  "by  the 
Quakers  were  of  fuch  a  nature  as  to  afFe6t  the  civil  rights  of  pro- 
perty, and  therefore'  he  confidercd  them  as  unworthy  of  legiflative 
indulgence.  It  was  erroneous  to  fuppofe  that  tithes  were  a  ipecies 
of  property  merely  ecclefiafticaJ.  In  many  cafes  they  were  lay  pro- 
perty. A  large  proportion  of  Jtithc  propcrt)'  was  in  lay  hands  under 
the.  title  of  lay  appropriations.  But  the  Quakers  rcfufcd  to  py  tithes 
to  the!  appropriator,  as  well  as  to  the  clergyman,  though  the  pro- 
perty  h^d  been  in  his  pofTeffion  for  more  than  three  hundred  years, 
a  period  much  longer  ^an  the  pcrfuafion  upon  which  they  aded  had 
been  in  exiftence.  How  then  did  the  cafe  Hand  of  this  tithe  pro- 
perty, which  was  more  anticnt  and  more  ftri(5lly  guarded  by  the 
Legiflature  than  any  other.  This  was  the  very  property  of  which 
the  opinion  of  the  Qiiaker  led  him  to  rob  the  poffcffor.  No  matter 
whether  religion  wais  or  was  not  the  foundation  of  his  opinion,  no 
tidigion  could  *(an<9ion  civil  injuftice.  He  afked,  whether  it  did 
not  found  odd  that  a  man  (hould  take  a  farm,  and  get  an  allowaiKe 
from  the  landlord  for  what  he  was  to  pay  in  tithes,  and  by  way  of 
putting  this  allowance  in  his  podcet,  plead  that  his  confcience  would 
not  permit  him  to  employ  it  for  the  purpofes  for  which  it  was  in- 
tended t  Could  fuch  a  conduA,  he  detiiianded,  be  reconciled  with 
any  i^andard  of  juftice,  or  was  any  a£t  entertaining  fuch  principles 
worthy  of  being  patronifed  by  die  Legiflature  ?  He  fubmitted  it, 
therefore,  to  the  wifdom  of  the  Houfe,  whether,  on  account  of  fuch 
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abfurd  fancies,  if  tfaey  were  not  fomething  worfe,  they  would  ven- 
ture to  change  the  regulatbns  of  civil  property  ?  He  was  more  in- 
clined to  doubt  the  policy  of  the  bill,  becaufe  this  was  the  firft  tinie 
that  the  Legiflature  had  been  called  upon  to  recognize  fuch  a  prin- 
ciple. In  the  preamble  of  the  bill,  he  had  obferved,  that  it  pre- 
tended to  be  brought  in  for  the  relief  of  the  Quakers  frpAn  imprN 
fonment.  Here  the  learned  gendeman  defired  that  the  fev^ntfi  and 
eighth  of  William  the  Third  might  be  rea^.  Which  being  doms,  * 
he  obferved,  that  fo  far  from  its  being  the  intention  of  this  ftatute  fo 
relieve  the  Quakers  from  the  perfecution  of  other  men,  as  had  bedfi 
infinuatedy  it  was  meant  to  relieve  other  men  from  the  perfecution  of 
the  Quakers ;  for  if  any  man  withheld  from  him  what  Was  his  du^ 
that  man  was  his  perfecutor ;  and  though  he  did  it  fr6m  religteiis 
motives,  dill  his  condudt  was  perfecution.  He  afked,  Whethei*  it 
was  really  proper  to  fandion  a  violation  of  the  rights  of  property 
upon  the  ground  of  private  opinion,  on  Whatever  foundation  that 
opinion  might  red  ?  He  cautioned  the  Houfef  of  ftamping  fuch  a 
procedure  with  their  authority  at  a  time  when  it  was  fo  fafiflonablc^ 
as  it  was  now,  to  hold  out  wild  and  dangerous  opinions  ^pedKn^ 
property.  Who  knew  but  the  next  Itep  might  be  a  refuTai  to  pay 
rent?  He  believed  that  there  were  fome  texts  of  Scripture  whtc& 
migbt  be  wrefled  in  favour  of  this  opinion  \  nay,  they  mi^t  evetl 
go  fb  far  as  to  hold  it  irreligious  to  pay  their  debts,  becaufe  they 
owed  no  man  any  thing  bqt  love.  He  had  feen  a  number  of 
pamphlets,  in  which  all  men  of  property  were  pelted  with  texts  of 
Scripture,  and  r^prefented  as  monopolixers,  who  ought  to  fharo 
what  they  j>o(refied  with  thofe  who  had  not  had  fuch  a  liberal  fliaid 
of  the  good  things  of  fortune  deak  out  t9  them.  Such  opinions^ 
were  juftly  confidered  as  worthy  only  of  deri(ion  f  but  he  aiferted^^ 
that  they  admitted  of  as  good  a  defence  as  thofd  upon  wbich*  th& 
Qpakers  profetfed  to  ad.  If  the  Quakers  pleaded  (inCeriry.in  their 
own  behalf,  fo  mi^t  the  partiza^s  of  the  levdlirfg  fyi>em ;  or  if 
the  levellers  were'  accufed  of  intereflcd  views  in  wifhtng  to  dt  fpoil 
othars  of  their  property e^  ib  might  irlfo  the  Quakers,  who  refufed  to 
pay  that  property  to  which*  others  were  eAtitled.  He  wifhed  thd 
Legiflature  therefore  (erioufly  to  refled)  before  they  fhoulid  fanAio4» 
and  ikivtte  fuch  fancies  whidi  mi^it  certainly  be  produ<9ive  cf  many 
great  evils.  He  reminded  the  Houfe  alfoof  the  ground  upon  vthich' 
their  indtdgence  was  claimed,  fiot  becaufe  of  other  religious  ofmaam 
held  by  the  Qdakersi:  not  becaufe  they  held  it  unlmnitful  to  wear  i 
bettOn  Ok)  their  hats,  or  V(S  afc  the  fecund  perfon*  plural,  btit  beoavfe 
they  deemed:  it  tnApi^p^r  (o  p^y  tithes.  If  tlve  principle  of  .^  in-^  . 
dulgcnc*  was  once  admitted,  others  might  claim  the  benefit  of  it, 

4.  L  a 
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tnd  the  fed  of  antient  Chriftiaris  would  foon  become  the  moft  nu- 
merous and  flouridiing.  in  the  kingdon).     The  learned  gentleman 
next  proceeded  to  advert  to  the  other  ground  on  which  his  learned 
friend   (Mr.  Serjeant  Adair)   defended  the    principle  of  the  bill, 
namelyi  that  it  would  fnciliiatc  the  payment  of  tithes.     Here  he 
oould  not  but  remark  a  flriking  inconfiltcncy  in  the  defence;  for  if, 
the  Quakers  really  held  it  unlawful  to  pay  titlics,  how  came  they  to 
.apply  for  a  bill,  the  objed>  of  which  was,  to  facilitate  the  payment  of 
them  t     The  argument  flood  thus :  the  Quakers  confidercd  them- 
ielves  as  unjuftifiable  in  paying  tithes,  except  they  were  compelled  ; 
theHoufe  was  therefore  dcfircd  to  accommodate  the  mode  of  com- 
pulfion  to  their  wiflues.   ^  He  then  put  the  cafe  either  way,  cither 
that  they  did  pay  tithcs^at  prcfcnt  without  compulfion,  or  that  they 
did  not.      If  they  did  not,   their  rcfufal  was  a  perfecution  of  the 
holders  of  tithes,  and  the  remedy  ought  to  be  a  prompt  and  effica- 
cious one,  otherwife  the  tithe- holdei;  would  be  an  owner,  not  of 
property,  but  of  fuits.     The  fad,  however,  he  believed  to  be  noto- 
rioufly  othcrwife,  and  that  the  Quaker  at  prcfent  pays  tithes,  not 
,  irom  adlual  compuHion,  but  under  the  apprehenfion  of  compulfion. 
Since  this  was  the  cafe,  why  fliould  the  remedy  be  placed  at  a 
greater  diftance,  and  thus  rendered  lefs  prompt  and  lefs  efBcacious  f 
For  what  was  the  remedy  that  was  propofed  to  take  the  penalty  off 
the  perfon  of  the  Quaker,  and  to  put  it  upon  his  property  by  fe- 
gueftration  ?    To  this  mode  there  were  ftrong  objedHons.     There 
was  no  procefs  of  fequeflration  in  the  Ecclefiaflical  Courts,  in  which 
many  of  thefe  caufes  were  agitated.     At  any  rate  the  procefs  of  fc- 
qoeftration  was  accompanied  with  fo  many  difficulties,  and  liable  to 
fo  many  ^ilures,  that  it  would  produce  fuch  a  diminution  of  ^ 
fecuriiy  of  that  fpecies  of  property  as  muft  necelfarily  operate  as  a 
diminution  of  its  value.     Befides,  the  very  remedy  itfelf  implies 
oompulficn,  and  his  yielding  to  this  compulfion  (hews  that  his.fcruple 
had  no  foundation,  except  they  were  to  fuppofe  that  he  had  a  reli- 
gious fcruple  to  fequeftration  ftill  (Ironger  than  that  he  entertained 
againft  paying  tithes.     Sir  W.  Scott  next  dated  his  obje^on  tothe 
provifions  of  the  bill  refpeding  the  procefs  being  carried  on  before 
the  Juftices^;  firft,  upon  the  ground  of  the  general  obfcurity  of  the 
fnbjed^,  and  the  intricacy  of  particular  queftions  which  frequendy 
occurred ;  tod  fecondly,  from  the  influence  of  local  and  perfonal 
prejudices,  from  which  that  ufeful  and  highly  refpedlable*  clafs  of 
snen  were  not  altogether  exempted.     He  controverted  the  flatement 
of  die  fevcrities  exercifed  againft  the  Quakers  (torn  documents  col- 
leAed  from  the  rcgifters  of  the  diflS»«nt  Courts.     He  had  direSed 
'nquirits  o  be  made  of  the  profecutions  which  had  been  earned  on 
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againft  the  Quakers  for  the  laft  twenty  years,  and  he  found  that  yi 
the  dioccfe  of  Canterbury  there  had  not  been  one  ;  that  in  the  dio- 
tctc  of  Briftol  one  had  been  commenced,  in  confequcnce  of  which 
the  tirhes  were  immediately  paid  ;  that  there  had  been  one  in  the 
dioccfe  of  Litchfiefd  and  Coventry  agaihft  fix  Quakers,  but  that  no 
imprifonmcnt  had  taken  place ;  and  that  there  had  only  been  one 
other  in  the  dSocefe  of  Worcefter,  where  the  Quaker  waS  impri- 
foned,  but  was  liberated  in  a  (hort  time  from  an  error  in  the  writ, 
in  virtue  of  which  the  punifhmcnt  was  inflifled.  There  had  been 
fome,  but  very  few,  in  the  Court  of  Exchequer  during  that  period. 
Hence  he  Inferred,  that  tithes  were  paid  at  prefent  in  an  eafy.  and 
inofFcnfive  manner,  and  that  no  new  regulations  were  neceffary. 

The  ndceffarv  effect  of  the  bill  would  be  an  increafe  of  fuits, 
and  additional  difficulties  to  the  proprietor  in  the  excrcife  of  his 
rights.  Things  went  on  fmoothly  enough  already,  and  any  regula- 
tions upon  the  fubje(5t  were  not  at  prefent  required.  He  well  knew, 
from  the  charafler  of  his  learned  friend,  that  he  was  actuated  by 
no  unworthy  or  finifter  motives.  It  was  well  known,  however, 
that  opinions' hoflile  to  tithes  were  abroad,  and  it  was  not  impofli- 
ble  that  fomething  of  this  kind  might  be  connefted  with  the  pre- 
fent application.  The  cffe&  of  the  meafure  would  inevitably  tend 
to  weaken  the  fecurity  of  property,  and  the  Houfc  ought  maturely 
to  confider  that  attacks  upon  it  were  always  begun  where  it  was  con-, 
ceived  to  be  moft  vulnerable,  and  in  fubjefls  wher«  prejudices 
againft  it  prevailed.  A  memorable  example  of  this  occurred  in 
another  country.  In  France,  firft  the  tithes  of  the  Clei^  were 
attacked  ;  the  property  of  the  Church  was  then  all  fcized  j  the  ma- 
nor rights  of  proprietors  were  next  attacked,  titles  and  nobility  fol- 
lowed :  property  was  the  next  objedl  of  plunder,  till  fcenes  of  in* 
juftice  and  diforder  enfued,  which  ftruck  at  the  repofe  and  tranquil- 
lity of  Europe.  He  therefore  muft  opppfc  the  farther  progrefs  of 
a  bill,  the  principle  of  which  he  confidered  to  be  fo  objedionablc.    ' 

Mr.  Seijeant  ADAIR  faid,  after  the  difcuflions  which  this  fub- 
jefl  had  laft  year  undergone,  after  the  bill  which  he  had  the  honour 
to  bring  in  had  obtained  the  approbation  of  the  Houfe  with  confi- 
derable  deliberation,  though  without  a  finglc  divilion ;  after  the  difcuf- 
fion  which  had  been  provoked  upon  the  fubjed  throughout  the  king- 
dom, he  confeffed  that  he  was  a  little  furprized  that  in  this  ftage, 
for  the  firft  time,  any  thing  like  a  ferjous  objeflion  had  been  urged 
againft  .the  nicafurc.  His  learned  friend  had  prefaced  his  oppofi- 
tion  with  an  apology  perfonal  to  him— an  apology  by  no  means 
neceffary.  Whenever  the  mind  was  enlightened,  from  whatever 
that  light  proceeded,  it  ought,  in  preference  to  every  coufidcration^ 
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to  dirtSt  a  public  man  in  tht  dircharge  of  his  dtity»  He  acquitted 
his  learned  friend  from  the  imputation  of  being  guided  by  any  ocber 
motives  than  thofe  grave  conliderations  which  he  htmfelf  affigncd  ; 
he  knew  his  candour-^d  honour  too  well  to  fuppofo  any  other ;  it 
was  better,  howev6r>  inftead  of  (topping  to  in({uirc  how  the  mo- 
tives of  his  oppofition  had  thus  late  arifen^  to  examine  the  weight  of 
<he  arguments  he  had  employed.  The  billi  when  originally  intro- 
ducedy  had  undergone  oonfiderable  difcuffion,  and  received  fevcral 
alterations,  with  which  he  had  complied  rather  in  confbrmi^  to 
the  wifhcs  of  others  than  his  own  judgment ;  he  bad  likewife 
thought  it  better  to  introduce  the  bill  into  the  prcfent  Parliament, 
in  the  ihape  in  which  it  hid  obtained  the  approbation  of  the  laft, 
than  under  its  original  form.  With  regard  to  the  prineiple  of  his 
learned  friend,  on  which  he  founded  his  objedion  to  the  meafure, 
that  no  refpe^l  ought  to  be  (hewn  to  religious  fcruples  where  they 
went  to  affect  property,  he  could  not  agree  with  him  to  the  extent 
in  which  it  had  been  ftated.  Itc  thought  that  fome  refpedt  ou^t 
to  be  (hewn  even  to  thofe  religious  fcruples  which  might  be  con- 
iidered  as  abfurd,  though  they  involved  this  confequence  ;  and  they 
might  even  be  the  objed  of  that  good-natured  toleration  which  his 
learned  friend  mentioned.  His  learned  friend  faid,  that  to  fuch 
fcruples  the  legiHature  ought  not  at  all  to  yield.  He  admitted 
*  that  the  legiflature  ought  not  fo  far  to  yield  to  them  as  to  lefTen 
(he  fecurity  of  property  ;  hut  yet  he  thought  it  wife,  juft  and  hu- 
mane, to  give  them  fuch  indulgence  as  was  confident  with  its  moft 
perfed}  feciirity.  Alterations  in  the  laws  which  tended  to  afford 
eafe  to  the  perlbn  who  entertained  the  fcruple,  without  injuring  the 
propetty  which  it  regarded,  he  would  contend,  were  wife,  ju(l,  and 
homane ;  and  till  his  Idarned  friend  could  (how  that  the  prcfent 
bill  would  adually  produce  the  e(Fe<^  which  be  deprecated,  he 
Would  not  ^onfenf  to  the  application  of  bis  principle.  An  ex- 
prefflon  in  the  a£t  of  King  William,  on  which  this  meafure  was 
focmdedy  had  beep  quoted  by  his  learned  friend.  The  condud  of 
that  Parfiaitient,  by  which  that  a6t  had  be6n  pafTed,  it  would  ap- 
pear, however,  was  more  liberal  than  their  language.  'The  km*' 
pies  of  the  Quakers  were  called  pretended.  He  believed  that  thefe 
fiOTplci  wore  perfc6^1y  real.  Thef  lead  to  fufFering  and  to  diffi-t 
tt^.  The  hardfhips  they  produced  were  a  pledge  of  their  iince- 
rity.  Were  they  of  a  kind  which  the  ifttcrcft  of  the  parties  mi^t 
foggefi:,  they  certainly  ought  not  to  be  enc6uraged.  Such,  however^ 
l^s  die  libdralitjr  of  feeling  which  adluated  that  Parliament,  that 
t!hcy  yielded  to  feruplcs  which  they  called  pretended  ;  and  what 
*en  ihould  te  their  conduflt  when  they  believed  the  icn^lcs"  to  be 
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real  \  Laft  year  when  th.e  bill  was  .under  conflderation,  there  had 
been  but  one  opinion  cpncemins  the  charat^cr,  the  fubmiiTive  cpn- 
dud,  the  inoffcnfivc  manners  of  the  people  for  whofe  relief  it  ipvas 
intended.  Such  had  been  the  opinion  which  had  been  formed 
upon  an  experience  of  their  good  behaviour,  and  an  obferyatipn  6f 
their  principles*  When  thp  a£l  of  King  William  paflcd,  dvey 
were  a  new  fejft,  and  their  principles  were  little  known,  which 
might  give  rife  to  the  expreflion  which  had  been  quoted.  But  not- 
withftanding  this,  they  did  in  fact  adopt  the  principle  of  the  prefent 
bill.  By  making  their  affirmation  evidence,  their  fcruples  were  in- 
dulged in  matters  of  the.higheft  importance.  Upoq  this  point,  ^herc 
property  is  fo  much  concerned,  and  which  on  fo  many  occalions 
affe£ts  it  fo  nearly,  the  legiflature  did  yield  to  thefe  fcruples.  Hi^ 
learned  friend,  likewife,  (^ith  no  better  fuccefs  to  his  own  argur 
ment]  had  drawn  another  objedion  to  the  meafure  from  this.  Aatute 
of  King  William,  and  in  afkine  which  to  be  read,  he  only  had 
done  what  be  himfelf  had  intended  to  move.  He  had  faid  that 
this  a6t  was  not  intended  for  the  benefit  of  the  Quakers^  but  w^ 
ftated  to  be  for  the  more  eafy  recovery  of  tithes,  and  was  meant 
for  the  advantage  of  the  claimant.  This,  in  fad^,  ws|s  the  very  ob- 
jed  of  the  prefent  bill,  at)d  his  {earned  friend  in  hi$  zeal  againft 
the  meafure,  had  confirmed  the  argument  he  maintained,  that  \% 
woujd  hwr  more  beneficial  to  the  titht-holder  than  the  fyftem  th^^ 
is  now  followjsd.  In  whatever  view,  then,  the  a,£l  of  King  Wilr 
liam  might  be  confidei;ed,  whether  of  relief  to  the  Quaker,  or  be- 
nefit to  the  proprietor,  it  created  a  new  jurifdifliorji  the  advantage 
of  which,  fo  far  as  it  nyent,  was  proved  by  a  century's  experience ; 
and  he-would  aflc,  if  it  had  ever  been  known  to  be  attended  yvitb 
any  inRance  of  inconvenience  ?  His  learned  friend  had  indulged 
himfelf  in  putting  fev^ ral  fanciful  cafes,  and  fuppofed  a  great  num- 
ber of  pretended  fcruples.  There  was  one  which  was  defignqi 
to  raife  alarm  in  the  minds  of  the  country  gentleipcn.  It  wa^ 
ftated  as  a  po^ible  cafe^  that  farmers  might,  from  9^X^P  pretpn^ed 
fcruple,  refufe  tp  pay  their  rent.  But  even  for  thi$  the  law  had 
already  provided  prccifely  the  very  remedy  which  the  bill  fTl^nt 
to  introduce.  By  this,  thofe  who  ihpuld  take  fuch  a  fcruple  into 
their  heads,  and  refufe  to  pay  their  rent,  would  be  treated  juft  like 
thofe  who  refufe  tp  pay  their  rent  without  any  fcruple.  The  fum- 
mary  remedy,  by  diftrcfs,  the  law  already  afforded.  The  country 
gentlemen,  therefore,  need  not  be  alarmed  that  their  tengqf^  Qiould 
take  fuch  whimfies  in  their  heads,  when  they  were  fure  that  they 
would  foon  have  a  warrant  of  didrefs  at  their  back^^  which  would 
compel  payment.     His  learnecl  friend  ha^  (^en  particularly  unfor- 
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tunate  in  this  fuppoflcion,  as  it  led  fo  diredlly  to  the  confideration 
of  the  remedy,  whichi  in  that  c^fe,  us  well  as  in  the  prefcnt,  b 
the  beft  and  moft  convenient,  and  by  which  the  claim  is  made 
cfTedual  with  leaft  litigation  and  expence.  Pamphlets,  containing 
abfurd  and  ridiculous  do£tnne$,  had  likcwife  been  mentioned,  in 
order  te  favour  the  idea  of  danger.  Thefc,  he  was  furc,  were  not 
the  grave  confidcrations  by  which  his  learned  friend  was  aduatcd. 
He  faid,  how  was  it  poflible  to  diftinguifli  between  the  pretended 
and  the  real  fcruples  ?  He  would  anfwer,  by  inquiry  whether 
the  fcruples  were  favourable,  or  hoftilc  to  the  int^reft  of  the  parties, 
and  if  his  learned  friend  could  fliow  that  intereft  fupportcd  the 
fcruple,  he  would  prove  more  for  his  argument  than  he  had  hither- 
to done.  It  was  dated  that  the  Qi^aker  had  an  intcreft  in  the 
fcruples  he  profeffed.  He  could  not  conceive,  however,  what  in- 
tered  could  prompt  a  nian  to  profefs*  fcruples  which,  if  maintained, 
led  to  imprifonment  for  life;  or  to  dand  a  fuit  for  a  few  (hillings, 
which  would  raife  the  expence  to  thirty  times  the  original  demand. 
This  furelv  was  the  oddeft  kind  of  intereft  ever  heard.  There 
was  no  advantage  gained  by  delay  ;  on  the  contrary,  it  was  attended 
with  additional  trouble  and  expence.  While  fuch  was  the  cafe,  he 
would  leave  it  to  his  learned  friend  to  explain  the  inconfiftency,  and 
to  reconcile  the  intereft  with  the  fqruple.  It  was  faid  too  that  the 
fame  indulgence  mud  be  granted  to  all  who  fliould  take  it  into 
their  heads  to  entertain  the  fame  fcruples^  To  this  he  would  an- 
fwer, yes  ;  when  the  cafes  occurred,  if  the  fcruples  were  real,  and 
if  they  were  contrary  to  the  intereft  of  the  parties.  With  rcfped 
to  the  opinion  they  were  to  form  of  the  wifdom  of  the  law,  which 
had  been  made  in  compliance  with  them,  it  was  immaterial  whe- 
ther  the  fcruples  were  real  or  pretended.  The  principle  had  been 
fandlloned  by  the  legiflature.  He  had  heard  it  whifpered  that  the 
York  cafe  was  an  inftance  of  the  inconvenience  pf  the  jurifdi<fhon 
created  by  this  bill.  With  this  cafe,  however,  he  was  acquainted, 
and  the  inconvenience  was  occafioned  by  a  departure  from  the  ju« 
rifdii^ion.  He  did  not  arraign  the  conduct  of  individuals  in  the 
hardfhips  which  had  arifen,  for  then  he  would  have  acted  diflfer- 
-ently ;  he  was  convinced  that  the  grievances  arofe  from  the  Jaw, 
and  that  a  Icgillative  remedy  was  required.  When  he  firft  beard 
\  of  the  York  cafe,  he  had  Iqoked  into  it  with  attention,  and  upon  it 

he  had  formed  his  judgment  that  an  extenfion  of  the  jurifdifiion 
created  by  the  a£l  of  King  William  was  required.  He  had  feen 
with  pleafure  that  no  innovafion  was  neceffary,  that  no  new  prin- 
ciples would  be  introduced  into  the  fyftem  of  our  laws  and  Confti- 
ution.     The  fum  of  lol.  to  which  the  jurifdiQion  was  originidly 
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confined, was  not  -a  fmall  fum  in  tithes ;  the  remedy  would  be  com- 
plete by  extending  the  principles  already  laid  down.  His  learned 
friend  had  dated,  that  difcovery  was  the  only  cafe  when  the  jurif- 
didion  might  be  changed,  ibr  when  a.queftion  of  titles  arofe,  the 
parties  were  at  liberty  to  apply  to  the  courts  ;  when  this  happened 
the  Quaker  then  gave  up  the  benefit  of  the  jurifdidion  of  the 
Juftices.  Notwithftanding  what  had  been  faid  by  his  learned 
friend,  he  l^iil  was  'of  opinion  that  the  meafure  would  be  for  the 
benefit  of  the  hdder.  It  was  in  fa6l  balancing  pmperty  againft 
perfonal  liberty.  The  tithe-holder  would  be  enabled  to  recover 
his  clatm>  inftead  of  merely  obtaining  the  imprifonment  of  the 
Quaker  for  life.  His  learned  friend  had  faid  a  great  deal  to  prove 
that  tithes  were  property,  and  in  this  he  perfeflly  agreed  with  hifti. 
The  objedl  of  the  meafure  was  to  enable  the  tithe-holder  to  reco- 
ver his  claim  without  the  necefTity  of  a  fuit.  His  learned  friend 
feemed  to  (late  it  as  if  the  bill  was  to  give  the  holder  a  law-fuit 
inftead  of  his  demand  ;  what,  however,  is  th^  cafe  at  prefent  ?  If 
the  Quaker  is  either  confcientious  or  obitinatc,  an  expenfive  and  te- 
dious fuit  is  the  confcquence,  which  under  the  prefent  bill  would 
be  avoided.  No  fuit  at  all  would  be  neccffary  ;  the  demand 
would  be  recovered  in  a  mode  limilar  to  diftrefs.  '  In  reality,  he 
was  furprized  at  the  objedions  urged  by  his  learned  friend.  They 
feemed  as  if  intended  as  a  contraft  to  its  regulations,  and  prove  the 
excellency  of  the  principle  of  the  bill,  which  went  to  remedy  thofc 
very  evils  which  his  learned  firtend  had  (hted  as  objections.  Was 
it  no  benefit  to  the  holder  that  a  great  deal  of  time  and  expence 
were  faved  in  the  recovery  of  his  claim  ?  Was  it  no  advantage 
that  he  got  his  property  inftead  of  the  perfon  ?  Was  it  no  be- 
nefit to  the  Qpaker  that  he  efcaped  the  calamity  of  imprifonment 
for  life,  which  might  now  be  his  fate  ?  Inftead  of  the  bodies  of 
fevcn  obftinateor  confcientious  men,  the  tithe-holder  wo\ild  be  able, 
in  two  days,  by  a  fummary  and  cheap  mode  of  proceeding,  to  re- 
cover his  money.  Whatever  prejudice  and  alarm  might  at  pre-, 
fent  exift  among  the  clergy  with  regard  to  the  cfFe£t  of  tfiis  bill,  he 
was  convinced  it  would  be  overcome  by  the  Houfe,  and  that  after 
a  fair  experiment  of  its  operation  for  a  limited  time,  .the  clergy 
themfelves  would  join  with  the  Quakers  in  their  wifhes  for  its  re- 
newal. His  learned  friend  afked^  if  the  Quakers  petitioned  for 
the  relief  contained  in  this  bill  ?  To  this  he  anfwered,  they  did 
IK)t ;  the  Quakers  had  petitioned  for  relief  as  to  the  imprifonment 
of  their  perfons.  In  his  fituation,  as  a  Member  of  Parliament, 
he  was  to  confider  what  was  wife  and  proper  to  be  done,  not  what 
was  agreeable  to  the  wishes  of  thofe  ^bo  were  the  petitioners.  The 
Vol.  I.  4M 
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Q^kerf  wMf  not^oTwrnblf  f^  whu^^  jbUl  witeiiied ;  be  akmc 
W#»  irfp^fibl^  6v  i^  cpiltcnifi.     I(  w«s  (or  the  H^ufe,  however, 
to  deternuoe  w(>ethflr  tl^  wwH  cntentin  the  bill,  and  fendion 
tlie  purpofcs  it  was  iiUi6nde4  lo  ierve.     Among  the  dilfereiH  ar- 
gprncDti  ii^if:h  his  learned  friend  h^d  ftiggcfied  in  £»vf)ur  of  che 
n^eafiire,  whi4>  he  himfelf  might  huve  ovfrlook^i  there  was  enc 
of.  whU:b  iK  w|s  pw^f^.     It  wjia  faid  thai  the  i^medy  (bould  be 
profXYpt  4nj  cQcapoMS,     Thif  ifxk^d  W^s  the  very  ebjc^  of  the 
bill  i  for  at  preicnti  if  thf  Quaker  wa9  obftinatCj  ne  o9ur|  o^uld 
enable  th^  hol^pr  to  reoaver  hi^  tJtbei»  while  uixier  this  hill  the 
i:laiip  inight  caAIy  be  madu  gead-     It  w^  Wd  that  at  prefent 
thoie  who  refuf^d  |o  pay  were  obl^ed  tp  do  it  by  the  terrcNr  of  the 
tyff.     He  W4S  furpriKd  that  hi^  learned  friend  (bould  have  em- 
ployed ftieh  an  ai^giimfnt.     In  the  faii^  manner  ^  torture  and 
every  ton  of  ^byfc  inig^t  bff  ji|(lified»     A  degree  of  tenor  oiigbt 
he  proper,  but  it  was  w  objeQ  of  polioy  to  reodur  k  proportionate 
lo  the  of&nee.     T^for  tqo  was  not  che  w^y  that  ought  to  be  em- 
ployed to  eS^  obedie0oe»  when  other  oieans  eould  be  obtained- 
It  wa3  better  to  fadlkalie  the  ebjeA  by  the  interveoition  of  IcgUb^ 
dve  icgulationf .     This  thep  was  the  Qt>jcdi  to  lemove  that  tenor 
whi<:h  was  lricon0Aent  wkh  humafiity,  aiid  id  prevent  oficnooa  (if 
Ihey  were  tp  hf  ^Ikd  of&nqee)  by  removing  the  "necefiity.     It 
was  iDu^h  bi^tfF  to  enable  the  holder  to  take  tithes  that  were  bc^ 
lore  him,  th^ii  to  frighten  the  Qpaker  inio  a  payjnent  which  hie 
fcniples  foibade,  ainl  whipht  if  he  was  ebAmitc,  mi^  be  altcieetbcr 
definted.    Th^  mode  (^^queiivation  wae  ebjefied  to  by  his  learned 
friend,  and  thf  inoonve^ienet!  of  the  hobkyr  bekig  obliged  lo  look 
for  the  pfopeny  of  the  Quaker  at  a  dlDanee,  waa  dlb  ibited  ;  but 
k  was  to  be.oMopvqd  that  lidieadiAved  hfom  every  other  fyvk$ 
of  debt,  b^eau^  hcvR  the  fund  for  paym^it  was  prefuppofed^  and  k 
mufi  always  be  in  ^  powor  of  die  holder  to  make  his  dain  ef* 
foflual,  finoe  pvppei^  to  fen  luoea  ks  amount  muft  always  ezift. 
SeqMeftiatioi)  too  was  not  IP  b0  empbyod  tiH  the  warrant  of  the 
Juftices  had  been  fiui  In  fotet%  wbkJbt  in  ahneA  evoy  oafe,  wovbt 
iuperfede  the  nfeofliiy  of  the  ieeond  preoelb.     Indeed  that  elaufe 
had  been  put  in  the  bill  by  the  fiigg^lftion  of  his  learned  Stkodp  or 
&mf  other  peifen  who  took  a  part  in  the  difcuflGon  .when  k  was 
firft  introdueed,  fer  he  himfelf  had  not  eenMcitd  k  to  be  reqwfiie, 
akhcHJgh  k  ifas  impcffl&bte  that*  in  fome  eafeiw  ite  mode  oSiaivd^ 
Ration  might  be  empk>yed.    Thefe»  however*  wcsc  tpaitxis  m* 
tikr  fiv  the  ce»ridi03ttk>n  ef  the  CeaQBikiee»  ud  did  not  ge  to  the 
principle  of  the  hill.    Widi  iqgard  to  the  sbrngoes  urkh  wiikh  the 
"■^tm  might  he  itlCB4cd»  he  dlffend  mcA  wide^  fitm  hie 


tkhts  ^^t  abmiKiy  bat  he  did  ftot  frMgtM  thef  6xlffed  iit  iatf 
grfiiit  degree.  F6r  his  dwn  pur^  he  ttk>aght  the  dei^  ou^  tor 
b^  provided)  and  well  profided  fer.  If  snjr  opifiion^  h6ftile  to 
tkhes  ^xifted)  were  they  hot  iMtt  Kkefy  td  be  temo^fed  by  tfte  cfif- 
pl^  of  mildy  tfiestp  and  lexpedttiousf  trta^t^  of  levyblg,  UtAti  hf  eruetp 
tedious  und  expenfive  proce^ngi  F  If  fudi  ^xttgsti  r&voMj  et- 
ifi#d)  it  would  fumifh  an  argurfient  fer  going  irtueh  fiitfther  thafi 
tiM  prefent  tneafure  propofed.  If  there  W6re  people  who  had  firiif- 
ter  motives  in  the  prefetit  appliditidn>  they  iHnM  fhM  thdft  de- 
ftated  in  the  agreeable  and  tbnciltatir^  tSk&t^  which  It  #a$  Atted 
to  produce.  With  regard  to  the  extravagjafit  and  dangerodf  dbc- 
trine^  which  had  gone  abroad  in  the  world)  his  ophtions  wei«  knonm. 
Sure  he  was,  howeveri  that  every  provifloh  which  tends  to  make 
die  weight  of  property  lefs  oppreffive,  and  to  render  ^  mode  df 
itifing  contributions  lefs  felt  by  thdfe  who  contribute)  mttft  teitd  td 
bstnifh  thofe  opif|ionS  that  would  (hake  the  Mdity  of  its  Ibuhdac. 
tions.  The  objed  of  the  bill  wat  to  factfitatf  the  claim  of  the 
dthe-holder)  and  to  render  it  le6  biirdenibme  to  the  perfon  fbm 
^hom  it  is  due.  Whh  regard  to  die  threat  which  his  learned  friend 
feid  was  held  out  in  cafe  the  parties  removed  from  the  jurif<fi6Hort 
of  the  JufticeS)  he  was  led  to  think)  from  eonflderfttbrn!  of  expe- 
dience which  in  his  mind  had  always  the  higheft  weight)  'ifm  ttl# 
option  (hould  be  taken  away.  From  experience  it  had  been  feerl 
tfttt  to  inconvemenee  arofe  hnA  confifiing  the  jurifdi^A)  with 
regard  to  tittles,  within  the  fifty-bne  pdPriflies  of  the  City*  ^  Lon- 
don,  to  the  MagtftrateS)  uhder  the  fingle  exception  of  their  refufh^ 
to  2St.  In  the  fame  manner  no  incorr^entenee  would  probably 
arife  from  a  fimilar  confined  jurifdlAiDn  rA  the  prefent  caii^.  At 
all  events,  however,  it  was  probable  that  the  tiAe-Mder  Woutd  take 
that  mod<  ^  recovering  his  claim,  which  was  cheap  and  eafy,  in-* 
ftead  of  that  Which  was  tedious  and  expenfive  He  would  fob- 
ttiit  fothe  Houfe  then,  whether  thl^  was  a  bill  fb  nKHcally  defeAive 
in  principle,  aft  to  preclude  any  farther  difcuflion.  For  his  own  part 
he  thought  it  was  calculated  to  be  equally  beneficial  to  evety  party 
tftterefted)  attd  iti  this  opinion  he  would  remain  till  enHghtened  by 
fhc  vote  of  the  H(kufe« 

Tht  SOLICITOR  GENERAL  fatd,  the  prefcnt  meafure 
was  founded  upon  an  aflfumption  thfat  certain  grievances  esdfted  ; 
fhat  formed  die  firfl:  queffion  of  confideration.  He  maintained^ 
fliat  no  grievances  of  the  nature  complained  of  exifted)  be<aiure  there 
did  wot  exift  thofe  feriTples  of  conference  from  whid\  thofe  grievafrtcea 
irere  fuppafed  to  have  tfaehr  orrgtrt*    He  deftedf  the  learned  and 
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honourable  gentfeman  to  adduce  fuch  proofs  asihould  fatisfy  ^ 
Houfcy  that  any  of^reffioahad  been  ufed  againft  the  Quakers.  For 
the  laft  twenty  years  there  had  been  none  imprtfoned  for  oonfcience 
fake :  for  the  York  cafe,  of  which  the  Houfc  had  heard  fo  much, 
did  not  fall  wkhin  that  defcription.  And  he  would  venture  to 
aflerty  that  if  a  bill  could  be  framed,  fuch  as  thofe  would  wifh  who 
had  merely  pretended  fcruples  of  confcience,  and  whofe  real  obje^ 
was  the  interefted  view  of  eluding  payment  of  a  jull  and  legal  due, 
it  would  be  fuch  a  bill  as  now  was  prefented :  in  fad,  it  would  be 
holding  out  an  encouragement  to  men  of  fuch  principles. 

His  learned  friend  had   noticed,  that  tithes  were  not  merely ' 
eccleliaftical  dues,  but  a  great  part  was  alfo  in  the  hands  of  lay  im- 
propriators, and  muft  be  con(idered  as  civil  property.-    When  he 
(aw  this  fort  of  property  in  the  hands  of  Quakers,  when  he  faw 
them  leafing  tithes,  the  impropriators  of  tithed,  and  colle6)ors,  he 
muft  infer,  that  they  had  no  religious  or  confcientious  fcruples  upon 
the  fubje£l.     Nor  could  he  fuppofe  that  they  held  it  unlawful  to  pay 
tithes,  when  he  faw  many  refpedtable  men,  of  that  clafs,  them- 
felves,  in  pofleffion  of  them,  and  collc6iing  them  from  others.  The 
law,  as  it  now  ftood^  was  completely  ad^uatc.  for  their  recovery ; 
feldom  was  there  application,  even  to  a  juftice;  and  in  general, 
Quakers  paid  their  tithes  as  other  men.     The  cafe- of  thofe,  now 
prifoners  in  York,  of  which  they  had  heard,  and  which  the  learned 
Serjeant  admitted  gave  rife  to  his  prefent  bill,  was  attended  with 
ciFCumftances  peculiar  to  itfelf.     In  that  cafe,  when  the  Clergyman 
demanded  his  tithes,  they  fet  up  a  modus  \  and  this  very  plea,  on 
their  part,  was  an  admiffion  of  the  right :  for  what  was  modus  but 
a  manner  of  payinga  commutation  in  lieu  of  tithes  in  kind  ?     This 
cuftom,  the  Magiftrates,  of  courfe,  could  not  try  \  and  the  Clergy- 
man was  obliged  to  try  the  caufe  in  the  Exchequer.     The  learned 
gpl^tlcman  then  read  extrads  from  the  caufe.     In  their  anfwer,  he 
obferved,  they  did  not  helitate  folemnly  to  affirm^  diat  there  exifted 
an  antient  and  laudable  cuftom  of  a  modus  \  yet  this,  that  they  fo 
folemnly  affirmed,  they  had  not  the  lead  proof  to  fupport.     This, 
therefore,  the  Clergyman  refifted,  on  the  ground  of  his  right ;  but  it 
livas  evident  that  their  objedtion  was  not  to  the  payment  of  tithes, 
but  to  the  quantum  demanded.      In  this  bill,  a  great  burden  was  to 
be  thrown  upon  the  Magiftrate  ;  for  frequendy  the  quantum  of  the 
tithe  was  matter  of  litigation  and  difpute. 

In  Quakers  of  refpedtability,  whom  he  had  known,  he  never 
found  any  of  tho(e  rigid  fcruples ;  and  in  all  the  experience  he  had 
had,  and  he  had  had  much,  he  never  found  Quakers  concerned 
merely  as  Quakers^  Lut  frequently  joined  with  and  pleading  a» 


.  as-}  DEBATES.  637 

Other  defendants.     About  fixty  years  ago  a  fimilar  meafure  was 
attempted  to  be  brought  forward.     It  had  been  very  faUy  difcuf&d 
in  the  other  Houfe  by  Lord  Talbot  and  Lord  Hardwicke,  and,  after 
die  moft  mature  conlideration,  xejet^ed.     Since  that  time,  a  period 
of  iixty  years  hfd  elapfed»  with  the  law  as  it  now  flood,  without  any 
evil  confequence  refulting.     If  it  happened  that  a  Quajcer  fub-^ 
je6ted  himfelf  to  perpetual  imprifonmenty  he  brought  himfelf  into^ 
that  fituation,  exadUy  in  the  fame  manner  as  a  litigious  man  wfacK 
t)b(linately  maintained  a  fuit>  and  overwhelmed  himfelf  with.co&s.: 
Tl^at  fuch  cpnfequences  (hould  be  prevented,  if  poiTible,  head* 
mitted ;  and  he  wifhed  a  mode  could  be  devifed  which  might  ex-, 
tend  to  all  perfons  in  that  fituation.     From  the  learned  Serjeant's 
fiatement,  the  Houfe  might  be  induced  to  fuppofe  that  he  had  dtf-*. 
covered  a  mode  for  the  more  fpcedy  recovery  of  tithes  ;  if  it  were 
fOf  why  did  not  the  bill  come  in  that  (hape,  ciiat  they  might  debate 
it  ?  The  principle  of  this  feemed  to  be,  that  the  perfon  (hould  be 
exonerated,  and  the  property  only  liable  ;  but  of  all  fecurity  for  the 
payment  of  debts,  he  confidered  that  which  gave  the  power  of  taking 
bold  of  the  perfon  to  be  the  mod  cificaciousy^  and  inftanced,  that  the' 
exemption  of  the  perfons  of  Members  of  that  Houfe  from  arreAs 
leflenqd  the  fecurity  of  their  creditors.     He  objefted  to  the  prefent 
bill,  as  it  tended  entirely  to  (hake  the  principle  of  all  proceifes  for 
the  recovery  of  debts ;  but  did  not  objcvfl  to  the  other  part  of  the 
bill,  which  went  to  render  the  affirmation  of  Quakers  admiffible  in 
criminal  as  well  as  civil  cafes^  which  he-  confidered  as  a  perfedtly 
diftind  objcdl. 

Mr.  WIGLEY  faid,  he  wifhed  merely  to  draw  the  attention  of 
the  Houfe  to  the  bill  which  had  heretofore  piiied  upon  this  fubje6)r. 
The  Houfe  would  then  clearly  fee,  that  the  principle  of  the  bill  -was 
not  a  new  one,  as  had  been  aflcrted,  but  thait  it  merely  extended  the 
principle  of  the  adt  of  King  William,  and  was  intended  to  enlarge 
the  relief,  which  that  former  adt  was  calculated  to  afford. 

Mr.  RICHARDS  thought  the  bill  unnecefTary  and  inconve- 
nient, becaufe  it  went  to  alter  the  law  of  the  land.  How  could  any 
qu^flion  of  property  be  a  fubjed  of.  religious  fcruple,  which  could 
cxifl  only  in  matters  of  faith  ?  The  fame  fcfuples  of  confcience 
forbade  Quakers  to  pay  taxes  ;  yet  they  were  ordered  to  pay  thefe  by 
their  elders,  l^hat  man  could  not  have  much  confcience  or  bo- 
nefty,  who  withheld  from  another  a  debt  which  he  knew  was  by 
law  his  due.  He  did  not  then  think  that  there  exifled  among 
them  fuch  fcruples  as  had  been  (tated.  There  was  only  one  Quaker 
imprifoned  in  the  courfe  of  the  lafl  twenty  yealfs.  ^  The  whole  of 
.  the  prefent  quefUon  amounted  to  this :  that^  becaufe  certain  people 
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afibftoi  to  difobey  the  law  of  die  lattd^  th^  iterc  en  that  aocooot 
to  be  treated  wirii  greatef  indulgence^ 

Mr.  WILBERFORCE  fwttced  tit  inoonfifteiicjr  in  die  aigi». 
itiencs  of  the  gendemcn  who  oppofed  die  biU«  Tkey  ptatied  tbe 
original  flatute  of  King  WilKatti,  and  yet  decried  tlie  prefcm  bilt, 
whidi  pidceedod  on  the  fame  principle.  When  tbe  advocates  of 
die  bill  %g{efted  die  j>roprietjr  of  cxtendir^  the  piovifiom  of  die 
flattttesi  tta  opponents  then  triked  of  tbe  fiiliitaty  efKrd  to  be  de- 
rived  Mm  etifmdng  prarriflom  of  more  wholefome  feverity ;  fo  dm 
ffoni  dieir  bmguags  there  was  reaibn  to  conclude)  that  if  they  had 
ttved  in  the  leign  of  King  William,  they  wocdd  have  voted  againft 
that  ftatufe*  If  in  the  prefent  Inflance  th^  thoi^t  fc  Mghiy  of 
tbe  benefit  to  be  reaped  ftoifi  hoiUng  out  a  fyftem  of  feniir«  why  <Hd 
diey  not  afi  in  Confoiimtg  to  dieir  own  principle?  Either  diey 
ooght  to  movcfor  the  repeal  of  the  provisions  of  die  ftacuce  of  Kik^ 
William,  or  they  ooght  to  fuppbrt  the  prtfetit  bill  ibr  die  putpofe  6( 
Adopting  them  to  dieir  Ml  ettent.  Mr:  Witbeiforoe  then  advened 
to  thfe  itlibeial  language  didt  had  been  held  wiibrefpe^  to  Qoakers, 
whom  he  believed  to  be  adkoaced  by  feroples  iineerdy  cortfcicn- 
dODs  'j  diey  had  fully  evinced  their  integrity  bf  dieif  eondoft 
during  the  period  of  a  hundred  years,  and  had  received  pioofr  of 
die  R^rd  and  pioccdion  of  tbe  Legidatore  at  die  beft  peried  6f 
our  biflory* 

Mr.  FRASER  reprobated  die  prefent  bill,  as  tendhig  to  thron 
odium  upon  the  eftabliihed  church.  The  Quakers  were  a  hodf^ 
who  evinced  the  utmoft  obftinacy  and  inveteracy  in  oppofition  to  the 
!aw9»  They  never  went  to  law,  but  had  a  mode  of  deeidii^  their 
own  difputds  without  any  application  toCcurtsof  JaAke.  They 
were  a  body  of  rtien  whom  he  confidered  as  in  no  n^pcA  entitled 
ID  rtiore  privileges  and  immunities  than  any  odier  elaft  of  fSbt 
commonity. 

Mr.  BURTON  Aated,  that  tb^re  e^fted  t\o  harMiips  tfnder  thtf 
prefent  operation  of  the  law ;  diat  the  regulations  of  the  bHl  didfcred 
from  fhofe  of  the  iiamic  of  King  WiHiam,  and  wodd  bc  k^uridtti 
i>  the  rights  of  the  dthe-Qwnets. 

The Houfe  divided: 

For  the  qireftion,  33— Againft  it,  3  j. 

The  Speaker  gave  the  caAing  vote  in  favour  of  the  Ayes.  ^ 

The  Houfe,  therefore,  went  Into  a  Committee,  made  a  (horf 

progrefe,  and  agreed  to  g^  into  a  farther  Committee  on  this  bill  oa 

Tuefday  morning,  n^xt. 
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JiHondajy  l^tk  Ftbraarf. 

Mr.  T,  S-  D.  BUCKNALL  rofc  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
Houfe  to  the  late  attempt  pf  the  French  upon  Wales.  He  bidi  that 
he  few  fomething  exceedingly  portentous  in  the  manner  in  which 
the  eneipy  had  efleded  a  defcent  upon  the  ooaft  of  Wales  with 
fourteen  hundred  roen^  with  arms^  but  without  tents  or  field-pieces* 
It  was  a  matter  very  extraordinary  that  fuch  a  number  of  men 
fl)ould  Iand«  form  themfelves  into  a  body  upon  a  hilU  and  without 
(hewing  any  difpofltion  to  oppofe  the  force  that  had  marched  againd 
them,  furrender  themfelvcs  at  difcrction.  He  hq)ed  the  Houfe 
would  excufe  the  alarm  which  he  had  taken  upon  the  fubjcA  ;  bat 
he  could  not  help  exprciHng  his  fears  that  the  intention  of  the 
.enemy  was  merely  to  load  the  country  with  their  troops  in  thi$ 
manner.  He  did  not  know  whether  bringing  the  fubjedl  in  thi$ 
form  was  confident  with  the  rules  of  Parliament ;  but  confidering 
^  the  landing  of  the  enemy's  troops  as  the  beginning  of  a  dangerou$ 
lyftem  of  invafion,  he  could  not  help  calling  their  Icrious  attention 
to  an  occurrence  fo  truly  alarming.  What  motive  could  the  French 
have  in  landing  their  men  in  fuch  numbers  as  he  had  juft  ftatcd,  if 
it  was  not  that  which  he  had  juft  hinted  at?  Fourteen  hundred 
mcHy  with  arms  in  their  hands,  could  unqueftionably  have  done 
fomething ;  but,  from  their  condud,  it  appeared  clear  to  him  that 
they  had  been  landed  for  no  other  purpolc  than  that  of  being  made 
prijbners.  Under  this  confidcration,  he  could  not  help  founding  an 
alarm  to  the  country ;  and,  as  he  did  not  know  how  to  a£l  upon  the 
occafion,  he  begged  to  be  informed  what.meafure  was  moft  proper 
to  be  adopted  upon  that  occafion,  and  what  motion  it  would  be  right 
for  him  to  propofe  to  the  Houfe* 

The  SPEAKER  informed  bim^  that  it  remained  forhim  topro- 
pofe  ibme  motion  to  the  Houfe,  in  the  form  of  an  addrefs  to  Hi« 
Majefty,  or  in  any  other  manner  that  his  difcretion  might  fugged* 

He  then  moved,  '*  That  an  humble  addrefs  be  prefented  to  Hiis, 
Majefty,  beting  to  be  informed  in  what  manncgr  the  enemy  had 
cfFcdiled  a  landing  on  the  cqaft  pi  Wales,  what  were  their  intent 
tions  in  coming  thither,  and  what  was  to  be  done  upon  the 
occalion  ?  *' 

The  SPEAKER  paufed  before  he  put  the  queftion,  for  (ook 
Member  to  fccond  it. 

Mr.  6UCKKALL  aiked  the  Speaker  why  he  did  oot  put  the 
^ucftion? 

The  SPEAKER  inforoned  himi  that  it  was  irregular^  until 
fimn4cd  by  fomp  othcx:  MeoUser. 
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Mr.  BUCKNALIr  then  applied  to  the  Houfe  for  fomebody  to 
fccond  it,  and  afked  whether  the  Member  for  Hertfordfliirc 
would  not? 

No  Membefi  however,  appearing  to  fccond  the  motion,  it  fell  to 
the  ground. 

Colonel*  WOOD  faid,  that  in  the  prefent  ftate  of  ahrm  and 
public  embarraflVnent,  he  by  no  means  wiflied  to  increafc  the  dif- 
ficulties which  Minifters  muft  ncceflarily  have  to  encounter.  He 
believed  that  they  would  do  him  the  jufticc  to  allow,  that,  for  the 
laid  fix  months,  he  had  exerted  himfelf  to  the  utmoft  of  his 
power  to  preferve  the  peace  and  tranquillity  of  the  country ;  but 
when  its  fafcty  was  endangered,  and  its  dcareft  intcrefts  were  at 
flake,  he  found  himfelf  impelled  by  his  duty,  as  a  Member  of  Par- 
liament, to  come  forward  and  Tugged  fuch  meafures  as  might  tend 
to  promote  its  interefts.  That  an  alarm  at  prefent  exifted^  no  one 
could  doubt  who  was  at  all  acquainted  with  the  (late  of  the  public 
mind.  It  was  of  importance,  then,  to  inquire  in  what  this  alarm 
originated.  He  confelfed  it  was  his  opinion  that  it  proceeded  from 
want  of  confidence  in  the  meafures  of  Minifters  ;  for  it  could  not 
be  alledged  that  it  arofe  from  any  great  national  misfortune,  nor 
were  the  people  of  England  fo  dcfe<£live  in  courage  as  to  dread  the 
confequence  of  any  Tnvafion  which  might  be  attempted  againft  them 
by  the  French.  He  was  Confident,  for  his  own  part,  and  he  was 
fure  that  it  was  the  general  fentiment,  that  if  ever  fuch  an  attempt 
was  made,  and  if  the  rcfources  of  this  country  were  fairly  called 
into  adion,  that  it  would  termihslte  in  ruin  and  difgrace  to  the  in- 
vaders. But  if  Minifters  negleflcd  to  adopt  even  common  precau- 
'  <ions,  it  was  not  to  be  wondered  at  that  the  people  fhould  be  afraid. 
He  had  refolvcd,  therefore,  if  no  other  pcrfon  more  accuftomed  to 
public  fpeaking  than  he  was,  took  the  lead  in  the  bufinefs,  that  he 
fhould  bring  it  forward  on  the  firft  open  day,  by  moving  an  inquiry 
into  the  meafures  which  Government  had  taken  for  the  defence  of 
the  country.  From  all  that  he' could  learn,  he  underftood  that,  fo 
ht  from  there  being  a  proper  ftore  of  arms  in  the  kingdom,  that 
there  were  barely  fufficient  for  arming  the  troops  at  prefent  embo- 
died. In  his  opinion  it  would  require  all  the  gunfmiths  and  lock- 
fmiths  in  the  kingdom  two  years  to  prepare  a  fufEcient  quantity  of 
arms  for  the  n^ional  defence.  At  fuch  a  period  as  this,  therefore^ 
Government  ought  to  have  imported  arms  from  abroad,  whereas  he 
was  informed  that  the  orders  which  had  been  given  to  fome  mano- 
I  faSurers  were  countermanded,  and  that  others  of  them  had  refufed 
[  to  execute  the  orders  which  they  had  receive^,  becaufe  they  were  not 
[       paid  their  former  accounts.     He  hoped  that  the  Chancellor  of  the 
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Exchequer  would  not  let  even  this^ opportunity  pafs  of  giving  the 
Houfe  fome  fatisfa<Elion  upon  a  fuBjedl  which  was.  of  the  laft  im- 
portance to  the  country^  noy/  that  it  was  engaged  in  an  obftinate 
firu^Ie  with  a  daring,  formidable^  and  rapacious  enemy. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  did  not  feel  hlmfelf  called  upon  to  fay 
much  on  the  prcfcnt  occafion,  becaufe  there  was  no  motion  beforfe 
the  Houfe  upon  which  he  could  regularly  fpeak  ;  and  the  more  (b 
as  the  fpeech  of  the  honourable  gentleman  had  not  amounted  even 
to  a  fpecific  notice.  He  had  reprefented  that  he  had  been  prompted 
to  the  obfervations  he  had  juft  made  by  the  prefent  ftatc  of  the 
country,  as  it  refpe^ed  its  internal  defence.  It  did,  however,  fo 
happen,  that  the  motion  of  an  honourable  gentleman  which  Aood  for 
this  evening  naturally  led  to  a  full  difcuflion  of  that  important  fub* 
j6&  ;  a  difcuflion  in  which  the  country  was  certainly  deeply  inte- 
refted,  and  into  which  no  one  was  more  anxious  to  enter  than  his 
honourable  friends  and  himfelf.  It. did  fo  happen  alfo,  that,  had 
the  honourable  gentleman  waited  till  the  ufual  time  at  which  public 
bufinefs  commenced,  he  was  juft  about  to  repair  to  the  bar  of  the 
Houfe,  to  deliver  a  meflage  which  he  had  the  honour  to  bring  down 
^from  His  Majefty,  containing  a  gracious  communication  refpefting 
the  prefent  ftate  of  public  affairs.  He  hoped,  therefore,  that  the 
Houfe  would  excufe  him,  if  at  the  prefent  moment  he  declined  en- 
tering into  any  explanation  of  the  topics  to  which  the  honourable 
gentleman  had  alluded ;  an  explanation  which  would  be  as  unne- 
ceffary  in  fubftanceasirrcgularin  form. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  then  repaired  to  the  bar,  and 
brought  up  a  memge  from  the  King,  of  which  the  following  is 
a  copy: 

GEORGE  R. 

His  Majejiy  thinks  it  proper  to  communicate  to  the  Houfe  of  Com^ 
monSf  without  delay,  the  meafure  adopted  to  obviate  the  effeSts  which 
might  be  occafioned  by  the  unufual  demand  of  fpecie  lately  made  from  dif-^ 
ferenf  parts  of  the  country  in  the  metropolis* 

The  peculiar  nature  and  exigency  af  the  cafe  appeared  to  require,  in 
thefirjl  injlanccy  the  meafure  contained  in  the  order  of  Council  which 
His  Majejiy  has  directed  to  be  laid  before  the  Houfe.  In  recommend^ 
ing  this  important  fuajeSi  to  the  immediate  andferious  attention  of  th$ 
Houfe  of  Commons^  His  Majejiy  relies  with  the  utmoji  confidence  on 
the  experienced  wifdom  and  fiijnnefs  of  his  Parliament  for  taking  fuch 
meafures  as  may  be  bejl  calculated  to  meet  any  temporary  preffurcj  and 
h  call  forth  f  in  the  mojl  effeSluaJ  manner,  the  extenjive  refources  <ff  his 
kingdoms  in  fupport  of  their  public  and  commercial  credit^  and  in  di" 
fence  ofiheir  deareft  interejls»  C  R* 

Vol,  I.  4  N 
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The  Order  of  Council  was  laid  upon  the  table,  of  which  the  foU 
lowing  is  a  copy  : 

At  the  Council  Chambery  JH?ttehalh  February  26,  1 79 7. 

By  the  LORDS  of  HIS  MAJESTY'S  Moft  Honourable  PRIVY 

COUNCIL.     Prcfent, 

The  LORD  CHANCELLOR,     Earl  SPENCER, 
LORD  PRESIDENT,  Earl  of  LIVERPOOL, 

Duke  of  PORTLAND,  Lord  GRENVILLE, 

Marquis  CORNWALLIS, 

Mr.  CHANCELLOR  OF  THE  EXCHEQUER. 

(Signed)  W.  FAWKENER. 

'*  Upon  the  reprefcntation  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
ftating,    that  from  the   refult  of  the  information  which  he  has 
received,  and  of  the  inquiries  which  it  has  been  his  duty  to  make 
refpe(9ing  the  efFe<ft  \>f  the  uriufual  demands  for  fpccie  that  have 
been  made  upon  the  metropolis,  in  confcqucncc  of  ill-founded  or  ex- 
aggerated alarms  in  different  parts  of  the  country,  it  appears,  that 
unlefs  fome  meafure  is  immediately  taken,  there  may  be  rcafon  to 
apprehend  a  want  of  a  fufficient  fupply  of  cafli  to  anfwcr  the  exi- 
gencies of  the  public  fcrvice.      It  is  the  unanimous  opinion  of  the 
Board^  that  it  is  indifpentably  ncceffary  for  the  public  fcrvice,  that 
the  Diredors  of  the  Bank  of  England  (hould  forbear  iffuing  any 
ca(h  in  payment  until  the  fenfc  of  Parliament  can  be  taken  on  that 
fubjed,  and  the  proper  mcafurcs  adopted  thereupon,  for  maintain- 
ing the  means  of  circulation,  and  fupporting  the  public  and  com- 
mercial credif  of  the  kingdom"  at  this  important  con}un£lure ;  and 
It  is  ordered,  that  a  copy  of  this  minute  be  tranfmitted  to  the  Di- 
rcdlors  of  the  Bank  of  Englanfi ;  and  they  arc  hereby  required,  on 
the  grounds  of  the  exigency  of  the  cafe,  to  conform  thereto  until  the 
fenfe  of  Parliament  can  be  taken  as  aforcfaid. 

(Signed)  W.  FAWKENER.'^ 

The  meffage  being  read, 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  it  was  his  intention  ait  prefent  t^ 
fay  little  more  than  merely  move,  that  His  Majefty's  melTage  be 
taken  into  confideration  to-morrow.  He  took  this  opportunity, 
howeveri  of  giving  notice,  that  in  addition  to  the  addrefs  which  he 
meant  to  move,  he  (hould  propofe  that  a  Selefl  Committee  be  ap- 
4X)inted  to  inquire  into  theoutftanding  engagements  of  the  Bank,  and 
pf  the  means  they  had  of  making  good  their  engagements.  When 
IfC  gave  notice  of  fuch  a  propofition^  rendered  proper  by  the  particu- 
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lar  circumftanccs  of  the  moment,  he  had  no  difficulty  in  declaring  it 
to  be  his  firm  opinion,  that  not  the  fmalleft  fufpiclon  could  juftly  be 
entertained  of  the  folidity  of  the  Bank ;  on  the  contrary,  he  believed 
diat  its  refources  never  were  more  abundant.  Another  propofition 
which  he  meant  to  fubmit  to  the  deliberation  of  i'arliament,  and 
which,  in  the  prefcnt  circumftances,  he  had  no  doubt  would  be 
found  to  be  highly  expedient,  was  to  declare  by  law,  that  the  en- 
gagements of  the  Bank  at  prefent  outftanding^  or  which  may  here- 
after be  contrafled  to  a  certain  amount,  are  fcciired  by  the  public> 
and  that  notes  inftcad  of  ca(h  will  be  taken  by  the  public  in  pay- 
ment of  the  fums  due  to  them  by  the  Bank.  This  was  a  meafurc 
which  he  thought  himfclf  warranted  to  propofc  at  fuch  a  conjunflurc 
as  the  prefent,  and  he  had  no  doubt  that  it  would  tend  very  much  to 
confirm  the  folidity  of  the  Bank  capital,  an  objedl,  the  national  im- 
portance of  which  could  not  be  difputed.  He  fhould  not  expatiate 
farther  upon  the  fubjcdt  at  prefent,  having  given  notice  of  the  pro- 
pofitions  which  he  intended  to  make.  In  the  interval,  between  that 
and  to-morrow,  gentlemen  would  have  an  opportunity  of  weighing 
the  important  topics  that  would  then  come  under  difcuffion.  He 
was  convinced,  that  when  the  circumftances  of  the  times  were  duly 
confidered;  that  the  Houfe  would  join  with  him  in  opinion  that  the 
Bank  ought  to  be  rcftraincd  from  making  any  payments  in  cafli,  ex- 
cept in  certain  caffes ;  and  fo  fanguinc  was  he  in  the  advantages 
which  would  follow  from  this  reftrid^ion,  that  he  could  not  let  the 
fubjeiSl  pafs,  even  on  this  day,  without  giving  notice  of  his  inten- 
tions formally  to  fubmit  it  to  the  Houfe.  He  concluded  with 
moving.  That  His  Majefty's  meffage  be  ordered  to  be  taken  into 
confidcration  to-morrow^. 

Mr.  FOX  faid,  that  although  what  had  been  juft  delivered  bjr 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  could  be  confidered  ftri<9ly  as  a  no- 
tice only  of  what  he  intended  to  bring  forward  to-morrow,  yet  at 
this  eventful  crifis  he  did  not  wifh  te>  allow  a  moment  to  pafs  with«> 
out  faying  a  few  words.  What  may  or  may  not  be  advifeable  to  be 
done  upon  the  matter  he  alluded  to,  he  (hould  now  give  no  opinion. 
But  in  refped  to  the  obligation  on  every  Member  of  that  Houfe,  and 
every  man  in  this  countr}',  to  turn  in  his  mind  the  fubjed^,  to  em- 
ploy the  whole  aflivity  of  his  intellcdt  upon  it,  and  to  form  as  good 
an  opinion  as  he  was  able  upon  it,  and  that  without  the  delay  of  a 
fingle  hour,  he  thought  that  to  give  that  fort  of  warning  was  his 
duty.  On  what  the  right  honourable  gentleman  meant  to  mov« 
to-morrow,  he  thought  it  his  duty  to  fay  a  word  or  two.  The  right 
hono  rablc  gentleman  faid,  he  fhould  move  for  a  Committee  of 
•Jnqu  ry  into  the  circumftances  of  the  Bank.     To  a  motion  for  fuch 
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an  inquiry,  even  if  moved  this  day,  he  (hould  have  no  -objeSion^^ 
it  might  be  ufeful,  as  far  as  it  went.  But  he  owned  he  (aw  the  pro^ 
priety  of  that  Houfc  making  an  inquiry  to  a  much  greater  extent.. 
They  (hould  inquire  not  only  into  the  circumAances  of  the  Bank»' 
but  alfo  into  the  circumAanccs  which  led  to  the  prefent  embarralT* 
inent.  The  right  honourable  gentleman  had  ftated  fomething  rela- 
tive to  the  profperous  ftate  of  the  Bank,  which  he  would  dare  to  (ay 
were  warranted,  and  which,  he  hoped,  would  be  made  manifcfi  in 
the  refult  of  the  inquiry.  But  they  (hould  not  &op  here  ;  th^ 
ihould  inquire  mto  all  the  caufes  of  this  nece(nty  ;  they  (hould  be 
poflfefled  of  all  the  mcafurcs  that  led  to  this  mo(t  extraordinary, 
mod  novel,  and  wholly  unprecedented  fcheme  to  aid  our  Bnancc,  ^ 
fcheme  which  no  man  could  think  of  without  (huddering. 

With  regard  to  the  provifions  which  the  right  honourable  gen* 
tleman  pointed  out,  he  had  no  difficult}'  in  (Is^ting  the  view  he  had 
of  the  matter.  With  a  view,  therefore,,  to^what  the  Miniiler  had 
fiated  of  the  propriety  of  aiding  the  fecurity  of  the  bank-notes,  of 
pledging  the  faith  of  Government  to  them,  there  appeared  to  him 
nothing  objeSionable  in  fuch  a  propofition,  but  there  were  in  the 
Minifter's  fpecch  fome  general  words  which  might  be  difKrrendy 
underdood  by  different  perfons.  If  the  Mihifter  thought  that  bank 
notes  (liould  be  made  legal  tenders  for  public  purpofes,  there  might 
be  bu,t  little,  if  any,  difficulty  in  aflenting  to  his  propofition.  But 
tliefe  were  very  general  words,  capable  of  being  differently  under" 
(^•od  by  different  perfons.  If  the  Minider  means  to  make  bank 
notes  legal  payment  from  individuals  to  the  public,  that  was  a 
point  liable  of  courfe  to  difcuffion,  but  againft  which  lie  did  not 
fee  the  fame  objedion  as  if  he  took  the  queftion  in  another  view, 
for  it  would  be  only  matter  of  policy  to  a  limited  expence.  But 
|f  he  meant  to  make  bank  notes  l^al  payment  from  the  j)ublic  to 
the  individual,  if  fuch  a  meafure,  he  faid,  (hould  become  neceffary, 
it  was  a  meafure  which  the  Houfe  could  not  think  of  without  fee- 
ing that  it  mud  (hake  the  very  foundation  of  the  public  credit 
What  led  him  to  this  obfervation  was  part  of  the  Minider's  (jpeech 
to-night,  and  fomething  which  he  faw  in  papers  which  were  now 
before  the  Houfe.  In  the  Minider's  ftatement  of  the  matter,  he 
let  forth  the  difficulties  of  the  Bank  to  anfwer,  by  payment  in  ca(h, 
for  their  outdanding  engagements^  The  means  of  anfweiing  thefe 
engagements  in  that  way  formed  the  difficulty  of  the  Bank.  He 
had  no  difficulty  in  aifenting  to  what  the  Minider  dated  upon  the 
lUbjed,  as  far  as  payment  was  to  be  made  to  Government.  But 
when  he  came  to  tgRcA  upon  an  order  in  Council,  and  on  the; 
obedience  which  he  faw  the  Bank  difpofied  to  pay  to  that  orders 
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the  fubjc6t  became  alarming.  He  di4  not  faf  that  the  oondudl  of 
the  Bbnk  brought  on  tbo^necefiltyy  but  the  thing  itfelf  appeared  to 
him  to  be  alarming,  for  the  Banl^;  fay  they  vfill  pay  Government 
in  bank  notes,  and  diat  warrants  on  dividends  (hall  be  paid  in  like 
manner.  The  warrants  on  xiividends  were  the  intereft  of  the  na- 
tional debt.  He  was  not  now  going  to  anticipate  the  meafure 
which  P^rliantent  (hould  adopt  upon  this  (abjcQ,  nor  to  difcufs  it 
at  length  ;  but  Parliament  having,  pafled  un  a<5l  binding  the  Bank 
to  pay  the  warrants  on  dividends  not'in,bank  notes,  but  in  money, 
this,  therefore,  was  a  very  alarming  proportion,  and  very  worthy 
at  Ipaft  of  the  ferious  attention  of  the  Houfe.  Thefe  obfervations, 
he  knew,  did  iK>t  apply  to  Bank  Stock  ;  but  they  applied  to  the 
payment  of  dividends  on  other  Stock.  He  did  not  now  prefs  for 
any  exjdanation  upon  this  topic,  but  he  felt  the  importance  of  it  to  * 
a  great  degree,  for  the  pK^lition  was  certainly  novel,  unpre- 
cedented, and  fuch  as  the  Houfe  (hould  not  form  an  opinion  upon 
haftily. 

Having  faid  diis,  he  had  only  to  add,  that  he  (hould  endeavour 
to  inform  himfelf  as  well  as  he  could  on  the  fubjed,  and  bear  the 
whole  of  it  in  his  mind,  and  he  adyifed  every  man  in  that  Houfe, 
and  every  thinking  man  in  this  country,  to  do  the  fame  thing ;  for 
it  appeansd  to  him  to  be  of  extreme  importance,  of  extreme  danger, 
and  might  lead  to  the  moft  dreadful  confequences  to  every  individual 
in  this  country,  and  might  put  an  end  altogether  to  its  exiftence  as 
a  powerful  nation.  The  Houie  would  do  nothing  ufeful  on  this 
{vhjc£\  if  it  did  not  inftitute  an  inquiry  into  tlie  whole  of  the  cir- 
cumftances  that  have  led  us  to  this  dreadful  (ituation. 

Mr.  Alderman  COMBE  wMhed  to  be  informed  whether  it  was 
the  intention  of  tlie  rig^t  honourable  gentleman,  that  bank  notes 
were  to  be  taken  only  by  the  receivers  of  the  revenue,  or  that  they 
were  to  become  a  legal  tender  in  all  money  tranfa(ftions  ? 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  in  the  firft  inftance  he  meant 
only  to  propofe  that  they  (hould  be  taken  on  the  part  of  the  public ; 
that  after  the  inquiry  of  the  Committee  into  the  circumftances 
of  the  Bank,  the  Legiflature  would  be  enabled  to  judge  whether  the 
remedy  to  the  extent  at  prefent  fuppofed  was  fufficient. 

Mr.  Alderman  COMBE  aiked,  whether  it  was  his  opinion  that 
this  remedy  would  be  reforted  to  in  the  end  ? 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  he  had  no  opinion  upon  the 
fubjedt. 

Mr.  FOX  aiked,  if  he  dilclaimed  the  opinion  t 

Mr.  CbanceUor  PITT  replied,  that  lie  faid  nothing  about  st 

^t  au.    ; 
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His  Majeftj'i  meflagc  was  then  ordered  t(>  be  taken  into  coiv 
fideration  to-morrow.  .   . 

The  order  in  Council  was  ordered  to  be   akeit  into  confidcra* 
tion  at  the  fame  time. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  rofe,  not  to .  purfue  the  obfcrvations  which 
had  been  made  upon  the  prefint  critical  (late  of  the  country^  but 
to  cxprefs  his  furprife.that  the  confideration  of  the  order  in  Coun- 
cil  (hould  be  put  off  for:f  (ingle  day.  In  thdirft  part  of  the 
order  he  found  nothing  bu(  an  opinion  refpe6ling  the  circumfhnces 
of  the  Bank,  as  conncfVcd  with  the  prcfent  ftate  of  public  affairs ; 
the  concluGon  of  it  contained  nothing  lefs  than  po(itivc  requilidon 
of  all  the  ca(h  in  the  Bank — a  requilition  which,  however  Grange 
and  unconftttutional,  the  Bank  Dircd^ors  thought  thcmfclves  bound 
in  duty  to  obey.  The  order  certainly  was  of  fuch  a  nature  that 
the  lloufe  had  a  right  to  expcfl  fome  explanation  on  the  fubjc»f^. 
The  conduct  of  the  Mi niftcr, .  however,  had  foggefted  to  him  a 
motion,  upon  which  he  would  certainly  take  tlie  fenfe  of  the  Houfe, 
and  upon  which  they  ought  not  to  delay  a  fingle  hour  in  exprc(r»ng 
an  opinion.  He  (hould  endeavour  to  abftain  from  exprc(ring  thofc 
fcmimcnts  of  indignation  which  every  man  muft  feel  on  this  even- 
ing. He  could  not,  however,  hut  remark,  that  the  right  lionour- 
able  gentleman  was  now  a^ing  upon  the  fame  fyllem  of  dclufion 
which  had  characVerifed  all  his  Adminiftiation.  He  entertained 
no  doubts  about  the  foiidity  of  tl>e  Bank,  and  would  rely  inore 
upon  their  own  (tatement  of  their  foiidity  than  any  declaration  of 
of  that  Houfe  ;  nor  did  he  object  to  the  public  pledging  their  fccu- 
jity  for  the  outi\anding  engagements  of  the  Bank,  but  he  rcnnion^ 
Arated  ftrongly  agair)(t  the  mode  in  which  the  bufinefs  was  brouglit 
before  the  Legilbture.  What  right  had  Government  to  cxercifc  a 
compulfatory  power  over  the  Bank  of  England  ?  The  fair  way 
would  have  been  for  the  Bank  to  have  laid  a  (tatcment  of  their 
fituation  before  the  Houfe,  to  have  defcribcd  the  caufcs  to  which 
their  embarra(rments  were  to  be  imputed,  and  to  have  prayed  for 
that  interference  in  their  behalf,  which  he  was  fure  the  Legiflatuit, 
•  upon  proper  grounds,  would  have  been  ready  to  grant.  Inftcad  of 
this,  an  order  of  Council  had  been  iffued  putting  the  whole  ca(h  of 
the  Bank  in  requilition.  And  upon  what  pretence  ?  To  fatisfy 
the  neceffary  demands  for  the  public  fcrvice !  What  right  had 
Government  to  the  ca(h  of  thc'  Bank  more  than  to  thecalhof  any 
individual  in  the  kingdom  ?  As  well,  and  with  full  as  much  juftice, 
might  the  right  honourable  gentleman  have  put  in  rcquifition  the  money 
of  thofc  wealthy  Placemen  and  Pcnfioners  who  were  planted  around 
him.     Nay,  this  would  not  have  been  fo  bad  ;  for  in  the  prefer 
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infianccy  by  an  %6\  of  compuliion  upon  the  Bank,  he  was  obliging  it 
to  break  faith  with  its  creditors.     And  what  were  thcfc  public 
exigencies  on  account  of  which  this  ftrangc  and  unprecedented  mea- 
furc  was  adopted  ?     They  muft  ncceffarily  be  fuch  as  the  public 
paper  fecurities  could  not  fatisfy.    With  refpcft  to  the  appointment 
•f  a  Committee  to  enquire  into  the  affairs  of  the  Bank,  it   was 
notorious  that  a  leak  had  fprung  in  the  veffel,  and  it  was  pretty  evi- 
dent that  it  had  been  occafioned  by  the  exportation  of  fpccie  to 
.  foreign  countries ;  as  to  the  criminality  of  die  pilot,  that  would  be 
matter  for  future  confideration.    Taking  that  for  granted,  therefore, 
of  which  every  one  was  pcrfe<S\W  convinced,  diat  the  immenfe  ex- 
portation of  fpecie  was  the  caufe  of  the  prefcnt  embarraffments,  he 
fhould  move,  "  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Houfe  that  no  far- 
"  ther  exportation  of  fpecie  or  gold  (hould  take  place  for  the  nfc 
'*  of  the  Emperor,  or  any  other  foreign  power,  until  the  fcnfe  of 
**  Parliament  (hould  have  been  taken  on  the  fubje<S,  upon  a  full 
**  review  of  the  caufes  of  the  prefcnt  exigencies  of  the  public"  It 
might  be  faid  that  hi  a  feafon  of  ib  great  difficulties,  it  was  not 
probable  that  the  Minifler  of  the  country  would  take  a  ftep  whidi 
would  add  <b  much  to  their  preflure.  With  regard  to  his  profeflions, 
he  had  feen  him  fo  often  abandon  them,  that  he  no  longer  repofod 
any  truft  either  in  his  reprefentations  or  his  promifes.  He  now  placed 
as  little  confidence  in  his  difcretion.     After  his  boafling  but  a  few 
months  ago  of  the  high  ftate  of  public  credit  \  after  vaunting  his 
addrefs  in  filthing  fo  much  money  from  the  country  without  its  be- 
ing publicly  known,  and  after  bringing  down  the  communtcatioa 
of  this  day,   what  confidence  could  he  (Mr.  Sheridan)  place  in  hit 
difcretion  ?   It  was  not  enough  for  the  Houfe  to  leave  him  to  be 
(uided  by  the  didlates  of  his  prudence,  for  prudence  they  found  by 
dire  experience  that  he  did  not  poiTcfs  ;  nor  was  it  their  duty  to  be 
fatisfied  by  his  profefTions,^  for  they  had  witnefTed  his  promifes  no 
fooner  made  than  broken ;  they  ought  to  fay  not  only  that  he  ought 
not,  but  that  he  dared  not  to  do  it.     He  (the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer)  might  plead  that  the  faith  of  the  country  was  pledged 
to  the  Emperor  ;  but  was  not  the  faiih  of  the  Bank  alfo  pledged  to 
its  creditors  ?    If  the  right  honourable  gentleman  urged,  that  with- 
holding fuppHes  from  the  Emperor  would  occafion  great  inconvc- 
niencies  in  carrying  on  the  war,  he  would  grant  that  this  might  be 
true  ;  but  of  two  evils  they  were  to  choofc  the  Icaft,   and  then  he 
would  afk  if  there  was  any  man  wno  thought  that  were  we  to  go  on 
furnifhing  money  to  the  Imperial  army,  that  this  country  wotald 
find  any  compcnfatfon  to  their  poflTiblc,  or  even  probable  fucceffesy 
Sot  the  certain  evils  which  it  would  thereby  fudain  P  He  concluded 
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with  repeating  his  determination  to  take  the  fenfe  of  the  Houfe  upon 
his  nnotion,  and  with  expreflfing  his  opinion  that  if  it  was  negatived 
the  country  would  one  day  confider  them  as  the  accomplices  of  Mi- 
nifters  in  promoting  its  deftruflion. 

Mr.  NICHOLS  thought  the  motion  ought  to  be  immediately 
adopted,  and  rofc  to  fecond  it.     He  prcffcd  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  for  an  anfwer  to  the  queftion  which  had  been  put  to  him, 
whether  it  was  his  intention  that  the  notes  of  the  Bank  of  England 
(hould  be  declared  a  legal  tender  from  the  Bank  to  the  public  ere- 
ditor  ?    If  fo,  he  was  about  to  proclaim  an  aft  of  infolvency !  And 
confidering  it  in  this  light,  he  reprobated  his  filence  as  an  inftance 
of  moft  atrocious  arrogance.     After  animadverting  in  the  fcvcrcft 
terms  on  the  confiding  majorities  in  that  Houfe,  who  fupported  the 
Minifter  in  every  meafurc,  however  wild,  and  fandioned  evciy 
part  of  his  conduft,  however  infolent,  he  conduded  with  repeatii^ 
the  queftion,  whether  or  not  bank  notes  were  to  be  declared  a  legal 
tender  to  the  public  creditor  ? 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid  he  was  much  furprizcd  at  the  fpeedi 
and  the  motion  of  Mr.  Sheridan,  but  he  was  much  more  perplexed 
by  the  obfervations  and  queftions  of  thfi  learned  gentleman  who 
feconded  the  motion,  who  to  an  intricacy  which  it  was  impoffiblc 
to  unravel,  added  an  exertion  of  voice  much  beyond  what  he  was 
accuftomed  to,  and  an  afperity  of  language  which  even  exceeded 
that  of  the  honourable  mover.     He  hoped  that  he  would  not  perfift 
in  thinking  it  atrocious  arrogance  in  him  if  he  did  not  attempt  to 
slnfwer  what  he  conceived  it  would  be  unpardonable  arrogance  in 
him  to  attempt  to  underftand.     When  a  man  obtruded  his  opimon 
^ith  too  much  rafhnefs  or  too  much  pofitivenefs,  then  he  might 
Be  accufed  of  arrogance ;  but  he  did  not  perceive  that  the  man  who 
jfltDgethcr  declined  giving  an  opinion,  could  incur  the  imputation. 
But  the  learned  gentleman  fccmcd  to  be  as  ignorant  of  the  forms  of 
tfie  Houfe  as  of  the  common  Tnodc  of  bufinefs.     He  mig^t  have 
known  that  though  it  be  fometimes  convenient  to  alk  and  to  com- 
municate information  by  queftion  and  anfwer,  that  no  difcuflion  can 
regularly  take  place,  except  when  a  motion  was  before  the  Houfe. 
With  the  Speaker's  indulgence  he  was  always  ready  to  anfwer  any 
queftion  refpcding  public  bufinefs  which  it  was  fair  and  candid  to 
put ;  but  he  faw  no  rcafon  why  opinions  upon  any  fubjed  flxmld 
be  extorted  from  him  before  it  came  regularly  under  difcuffion. 
How  did  he  ftand  on  the  prefent  occafion  ?     He  had  brou^t  down 
a  mcflage  from  the  King,  and  all  that  was  nece0ary  for  him  to 
have  jtaid,  was  to  move  that  it  be  taken  into  confideration  lo-roor- 
Tcm ;  inftcad  of  this,  however,  he  had  given  noticci  which  he  need 
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not  to  have  done,  of  every  thing  he  Intended  to  {)r6pofe  ;  Hut  be- 
taufc  he  hid  hot  explained  himfclf  upon  a  fubjedt  different  from 
thefe  propofitions,  he  IVas  accufed  of  atrocious  arrogance.     As  to 
the  motion  of  the  honourable  gentldnan,  ^hat  was  it  in  point  of 
fadt  ?      A  fubjc£t  of  great  national  importaYicc  which  ought  to  be 
difcuffed  with  calmnefs  and  firmnefs,  and  which  had  been  this  day 
fubmittcd  to  the  deliberation  of  the  HoOfe,  was  deferred  for  a)h- 
fideratiori  till  to-morrow.     The  honourable  gentleman,  however, 
had  feized  upon  one  particular  branch  of  that  fubjedl,  and  one  of 
the  motl  important,  and  preffed  the  Houfe  to  come  to  an  imme- 
diate decifion  ujwn  it.     This  he  had  done  upon  two  grounds  ;  ift. 
The  ijnconftitutional  nature  of  what  he  was  pleafcd  to  term  a  re- 
quisition on  the  Bank  ;  and  fecondly,  the  mode  in  which  the  bufi- 
nefs  was  brought  before  the  Houfe.      If  the  public  fafcty  rcquirccl 
that  .the  meafure  fliould  be  inftantly  taken,  it  was  furcly  much 
better  that  it  (hould  be  "executed  in  the  moft  furttmary  way,  for 
had  application  come  from  the  Bank  after  danger  was  apprehended, 
ffie  apprchehfions  might  have  been  reali^.ed,  while  the  deliberations 
upon  the  remedy  were  pending ;  and  with   rcfi)e(S  to  the  other 
ground  of  the  motion,  it  involved  the  expediency  of  the  order, 
which  would  be  difcuffed  to-morrow.     He  could  only  fay  that  the 
Kings  Minifters  had  been  guided  by  a  concern  for  the  public  fafcty  9 
that  if  they  had  trefpaffed  upon  the  laws,  they  fubmitted  to  the  can- 
dour of  the  Houfe,  confcious  that  h^d  they  not  taken  the  ftep  which 
has  been  adopted  they  would  have  been  deficient  in  the  firfl:  duty 
they  owed  to  their  country.     Whether  they  (hOuld  be  juftified,  in- 
demnified, or  punifhed,  would  be  .matter  of  fubfequent  deliberation. 
The  honourable  gentleman  aikqjd  what  right  Government  had 
^o  make  a  referve  of  the  pa(h  of  the   Bank  ?     He  replied,   that 
with  the  Bank,  as  a  bank,  Government  had  no  right  to  interfere,  but 
lie  did  not  think  it  ditingcnuous  or  unfair  to  (late  that  if  Miniflcrs 
knew  there  was  a  greater  run  upon  the  Bank,  and  tha^  more  cafh 
was  carried  from  the  metropolis  than  was  confiftent  with  the  per- 
manence of  thofe  fources  from  which  the  public  fervice  was  to  be 
defrayed,  it  was  their  duty  to  interfere.     The  honourable  gentle- 
man afcribed  the  prcferit  diminution  of  money  entirely  to  the  fums 
which  had  been  fcnt  abroad  to  the  Emperor.  So  far  was  this  from 
correlponding  with  the  fa6t,  that  laft  year  not  the  fmalicff  inconve- 
nience was  felt,  and  for  this  reafon,  that  it  was  fo  arranged  that  but 
si  fmall   proportion  of  the  money  fent  abroad  confifted  of  fpecie, 
Yet  this  was  altumed  as  a  principal  ground  of  the  honourable  gen- 
tleman's motion,     tic  next  affumcd  that  the  caufe  of  the  meafure 
being  adopted  ivas  the  eHigtticj  of  foreigUi  net  of  home  fervice. 
Vol.  I.  4  O 
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And  as  if  diefe  were-  not  enough^  he  aflunKS-that  the  Houfe  oij^t 
to  come  to  an  immediate  decilion  iqwn  one  branch  of  a  fubjed^ 
the  whole  of  which  was  to  be  difcuffed  to-morrow.  In  the  mean 
time,  whaty  he  afkedj  would  be  the  efFcft  of  this  decifion  were  it 
carried  into  efFeft  as  he  would  have  it  ?  If  there  was  one  fubjcd 
more  grave,  more  weighty,  or  more  important  than  another,  it  was 
the  fubjedl  of  this  motion,  which  the  honourable  gentleman  wifhcd 
ihould  be  decided  collaterally,  without  examination  and  without 
notice. '  His  motion  would  have  the  effed  of  a  declaration  of  the 
Britiih  Parliament,  that  without  deliberation  they  would  give  no 
farther  ;iid  to  the  Emperor,  even  fuppofing  that  the  war  is  to  be 
continued.     He  concluded  with  moving  the  order  of  the  day. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  replied,  that  if  Ae  right  honourable  gentle- 
man hid  attended  to  the  latter  part  of  his  motion  it  would  have 
fpared  him  the  latter  part  of  his  fpeech. 

Mr.  FOX  adverted  to  the  obfervations  of  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  refpeding  queiltons  which  he  confidered  himfelf  bound 
to  anfwer.  The  learned  gentleman  had  put  a  queftion  to  him  in 
very  plain  and  diftindt  terms,  not  as  to  a  Member  of  Parliament, 
but  as  to  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  and  this  he  had  rcfufcd 
to  anfwer.  And  upon  what  day  ?  Was  this  the  day  on  which 
forms  were  to  be  oppofed  to  fubftance  ?  Was  this  the  day  in  which 
public  Information  was  to  be  obftrud^edby  points  of  etiquette,  a  day 
on  which  every  regulation  had  been  broken,  and  all  laws  had  been 
violated  ?  The  right  honourable  gentleman  excufed  himfelf  by 
faying  that  he  did  not  underhand  the  queflion.  He  thought,  for 
his  own  part,  that  it  was  diftindUy  enough  dated;  and  if  it  was  not, 
it  was  explained  by  the  documents  on  the  table.  But  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  added,  that  he  was  not  bound  to  anfwer  a 
wild  and  extravagant  queftion.  Was  it,  however,  a  queftion  de- 
ferving  either  of  thofe  epithets,  the  purpofe  of  which  was  to  afcer- 
tain,  whether  the  public  engaged  to  pay  its  creditors  in  money  or 
in  fomething  el(e,  which  would  virtually  imply  an  a£l  of  national 
bankruptcy!  He  would  not  take  upon  him  to  (ay,  whether  filence 
on  fuch  an  occalion  was  arrogant  or  not,  but  he  (hould  lay  that  it 
did  not  (hew  a  proper  feeling  of  the  ftate  of  the  o>uiitiy,  or  a  decent 
attention  to  the  extreme  anxiety  of  gentlemen  in  that  Houfe.  As 
to  the  latter  part  of  his  fpeech  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had 
certainly  not  attended  to  the  motion,  or  he  would  not  have  delivered 
It.  His  honourable  friend  did  not  call  upon  the  Houfe  to  de- 
cide whether  more  aflidance  was  to  be  granted  to  the  Emperor. 
That  deliberation  qpon  which  the  right  honourable  gentleman  in- 
fifledi  it  was  the  objedt  of  his  honourable  friend  (Mr.  Sheridan} 
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to  procure  a  dccidon.     The  right  honourable  gentleman  Infifted, 
that  they  had  concluded  the  referve  of  ca(h  to  be  made  entirely  for 
foreign  feavices.     They  had  concluded  no  fuch  thing,  for  they  had 
thrown  no  impediment  in  the  way  pf  referve.     Mr.  Fox  prelTed  the 
confideration,  that  perhaps,  even  at  that  moment,  Minifters  were 
fending  money  abroad,  and  all  that  he  at  prefent  alked  Yfts  inhibi- 
tion upon  them  from  fuch  a  condudt  during  this  folemn  paufe,  thi$ 
intertegnum  of  the  laws.     He  contradidcid  the  afTertion  that  the  ex- 
portation had  not  produced  the  prefent  fcarcity  of  fpecie,  becaufe  it 
had  been  frequently  feverely  felt  before  in  the  courfe  of  the  war, 
when  no  alarm  of  *inva(ion  exifted.     And  he  was  afraid  that  Mi- 
niilcrs  would  not  even  yet  be  terrified  out  of  that  ruinous  caufe 
which  they  had  been  for  fome  time  purfuing.     If  there  was  any 
man  who  could  lay  his  hand  upon  his  bread  and  fay,  that  he  con- 
fid^  in  their  wifdom,  with  that  man  he  had  no  difputc.     For  his 
own  part  he  difclaimed  all  confidence  and  all  dependance.     He 
could  not  truft  that  the  right  honourable  gentleman  would  not  do 
what  he  had  already  done,  and  from  which  he  had  even  claimed 
merit.     When  acpufed  of  fending  money,  to  the  Emperor  without 
confent  of  the  Houfe,  in  diredl  violation  of  the  ufages  of  Parliament 
and  the  principles  of  the  Conffitution,  he  came  forward  and  boafted 
of  bis  condud ;  how  could  they  be  called  upon  for  confidence^ 
how  could  they  truft  on  this  very  day  that  clandefline  remittances 
were  not  made,  and  that  die  fyflem  which  he  had  fo  ilrenuouflf 
defended  would  not  be  renewed  ?    Was  this  a  time  when  the  pub- 
lic could  believe  that  their  repcefentatives  aded  to  them  with  fidelity, 
if  they  did  not  upon  an  occaiion  fo  critical  as  the  prefent,  difcover  ai 
jealous  anxiety  for  their  intereft,  inftead  of  an  unreafonable  confi- 
dence in  Minifters  ?    In  fupporting  the  motion  of  his  honourable 
friend  he  did  not  conceive  that  he  precipitately  brought  into  dif« 
cuflfion  the  fubjc£l  which  he  had  thought  fhould  be  deferred  till  to« 
morrow,  but  he  was  for  preventing  the  Minifier  from  remitting  any 
fums  to  the  Emperor;  contrary  to  l^w,  indeed,  yet  a  pradice  from 
which,  on  this  account,  however,  he  had  not  been  deterred.     There 
^nras  but  one  point  more  to  which  he  would  fay  a  fingle  word  with- 
out interfsring  with  the  difcuffion  of  to-morrow,  for  fufHcient  againil 
the  day  was  the  evil  thereof ;  but  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
faid  that  the  inquiry  which  he  meant  to  propofe  was  to  be  limited 
in  its  obje<£t.     His  opinion,  however,  was,  that  we  bad  no  chance 
pf  falvation,  unlcfs  the  Houfe  went  into  an  ample  inquiry  into  our 
j;enexai  financial  (ituation.     They  muft  not'  ftop  in  the  profecutioa 
of  dieir  invefiigation  by  demands  of  confidence,  for  in  their  faith- 
ful and  active  dHcharjg^  of  this  important  talk,  the  credit  and  the 
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exiftcncc  of  the  country  were  involved.  Unle&  every  individi^l 
Member  entered  fully  into  the  whole  of  the'  c^fc,  unlefs  the  Mi- 
nifter  laid  before  them  all  the  circun\ftapces  which  had  led  to  the 
crifi«  in  which  we  were  placed,  they  would  betray  their  duty  to 
the  publiC)  and  become  acceflary  to  the  certain  and  inevitable  ruin 
which  muft  otherwife  follow. 

Mr.  Secretary  DUN  DAS  faid,  that  he  fhould  not  enter  into  the 
fubjc6t  which  was  more  properly  referved  for  difcuflion  to-monrow^ 
He  could  not  help,  however,  remarking  the  different  arguments 
ufed  by  the  gentlemen  on  the  other  fide  to  induce  the  Houfe  to  ac- 
cede to  the  motion.  The  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Sheridan] 
had  faid,  that  with  him  the  declaration  of  the  Bank,  ^vith  regard  to 
the  folidity  of  their  fituation,  would  have  greater  weight  than  any 
declarafion  the  Houfe  could  make  upgn  t^le  fubjcfl.  Nothing  Icfs, 
however,  than  a  full  apd  ample  inquiry  by  the  Houfe  into  our  iin)n- 
cial  fituation  could  fatisfy  the  niind  of  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man (Mr.  Fox),  or  fave  the  county'.  When  he  f^w  fuch  differ- 
ences of  opinion  upon  the  importance  of  inquiry  between  twp  gen- 
tlemen not  difpofed  to  difagree,  he  muft  be  forgiven  if  he  begged 
leave  to  differ  from  their  conclufions.  When  his  right  honourable 
friend  ftated  the  propc/fitions  which  were  meant  to  be  brought  for- 
wafd  to-morrow,  and  when  gentlemen  ftood  up  and  aiked  all  his 
opinions  at  prefent,  what  were  to  be  his.opinions  to-morrow,  or  on 
any  future  occafion,  furely  thefe  we^c  neither  queftions  which  it  was 
fit  to  afk,  or  which  any  Member  of  Parliament  was  bound  to  an- 
fwer.  The  purpofe  of  the  prefent  motion  could  only  be  to  prevent 
His  MajcfFy's  Minifters  from  makijig  any  remittances  to  the  Em- 
peror between  this  and  to-morrow.  Surely,  then,  the  neccffuy  of 
prefTmg  it  now  could  not  be  very  clear.  The  honourable  gen- 
tleman, after  the  (iifcufllon  of  to-morrow,  after  he  had  received 
all  the  light  which  that  would  produce,  might  bring  ic  forward,  or 
even  without  any  inconvenience  arifing  in  the  mean  time,  on  the 
following  day.  Witjiput  die  information  which  the  cnliiing  dif- 
cufiion  would  afford,  the  Houfe  was  called  upon  to  dcvidc  thai  the 
remittances  to  the  Emperor  were  the  caufe  of  the  prefent  difficoliics, 
tyhile  it  would  probably  appear  that  it  was  quite  on  the  other  fide. 
Such  a  refolution  mighf  produce  a  bad  cffe6t  abroad,  and  might  be 
confidercd  as  a  determination  of  the  Houfe  on  thcfubjcd  of  with- 
holding affiftance  from  our  ally  the  Emperor.  He  oppofcdjhc  mo- 
tion like  wife  on  thi^  ground,  that  it  fuppofed  a  connexion  betvccn 
the  remittances  of  the  Emperor,  and,  the  objefls  o^  difcufljon  to- 
morrow, when  in  reality  none  exifted, 

M^.  W.  MILNER  (aid  he  felt  great  fatisfafljon  in  the  niotion 
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of  his  honourable  friend^'  for  he  had  come  dowa  to  die  Houfe  de^ 
termined.  to  move  fomcthing  to  the  fomceffed.  It  was  the  duty 
of  the  Houfe  to  prevent  Minifters  from  fending  any  money  out  of 
the  kingdom,  and  to  tie  gp  their  hands  pn  d^is  occafion.  .  The 
fituation  of-the  country  was  truly  ferious  and  .important.  In  con- 
fequence  of  the  Bank  not  paying  in  cafli,  every  country  bank  in 
which  money  was  depofited^  which  now  paid  with  notes  ihQead  c^ 
caQi,  h^d  flopped  payment,  and  broken  tlic  contract  with  thofe  who  . 
cntrufted  th.efn  with  money.  In  fuch  circomftanQcs  as  the  prefent 
it  was  the  duty  of  the  Houfe  to  be  vigilant, 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  faid,  that  the  gentlemen  on  the  other  fide, 
becaufe  they  could  not  fairly  meet,  feemed  determined  not  to  under^ 
ftand  his  motion.     In  its  nature  it  was  perfc^ly  diflind  from  th^ 
difcuflion  of  to-morrow.     [Here   Mr.  Sheridan  djcfircd  the  con- 
cluding claufe  of  the  motion  to  be  read].     To-iporrow  an  inquiry 
was  to  be  move4  into  the  (ituatioQ  of  the  Bank.     His  objed  wa$ 
merely  to  pledge  the  Houfe  to  inquire  into  the  circumftances  which 
rendered  tliat  me^^fure  neccflary  before  any  remittances  could  be  fent 
to  the  Emperor.     The  difcuflion  of  to-morrow  w^not  flated  to 
be  for  any  fuch  inqjuiry,  and  therefore  he  wifiied  Minificrs  to,  bo 
prevented  from  fending  any  money  abroad  till  it  was  obtained. 
The  right  honourable  Secretary  fiiid,   that   the  clrcumfiances  on 
^hich  the  inquiry  into  tliC  circumflance&  of  tiie  Bank  was  founded, 
were  not  at  all  conned^ed  with  the  remittances  t»  the  Emperor,  anc( 
that  it  was  quite  on  the  other  fide :  this  was  fomething  (b'ange  in- 
deed.    He  had*never  heard,' however,  that  there  had  been  any  re-r 
Quittances  from  the  Emperor  to  this  CQuntr}%  if  this  was  the  mean«» 
ing  of  its  being  qqite  on  the  other  (ide,  for  the  Emperor  had  never 
even  yet  fulfilled  the  engagements  which  thi^  country  had  guaraii-< 
teed  ;    or,  perhaps,  the   right   honourablt?  Secretary  meant,  thaft 
the  more  money  was  fent  abroad,  the  more  would  rcniain  at  honK. 
He  was  not  a.  little  furprifcd,  too,  to.  hear  that  the  prefent  moiion 
fhould  be  coiifh'ued  to  infer,  that  no  more  money  was  to  be  fent  to 
the  Emperor ;  ftrange,  inii«cd,  it  was,  that  the  right  honourable, 
gentleman,  (hould  not  underhand  the  difference  betvi  een  deferring 
and  refuting  payment,  when  they  had  come  forward  with  a  procla- 
mation, by  which  the  Bafik  were  authorized  to  refufe  payment  of 
their  notes  for  a  limited  time.     He  therefore  contended,  that  it  was: 
fit  that  Miniflers,  in  the  prefent  circumdances,  ought  to  be  pre- 
vented from' fending  any.  n^oney  abroad,  till  Parliament  had  fully 
invefligated  the  caufes  from  which  the  di&refs  arpfe. 

The  Houfe  then  divided  :   For  the  Order  of  the  Day,   a47 
A^ai^il  it^r'jOp     Majoii^  againft  Mr.  Sheridan's  motion,  177. 
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While  Grangers  were  exchided  from  the  gallery,  a  converfation 
fook  place  upon  the  farther  confideration  of  the  report  of  die 
Poor's  Bill. 

Mr.  JOLLIFFE  thought  the  bill  fo  defeffive  and  objeaion- 
able,  that  he  was  of  opinion  it  ought  to  be  wholly  laid  afide. 

Mr.  WHITBREAD  faid,  that  when  the  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman had  faid  upon  the  motion  which  he  had  the  honour  to  bring 
forward  laft  year  upon  the  (late  of  the  poor,  that  every  deviation 
from  the  ad  of  Queen  Elizabeth  had  tended  to  corrupt  the  original 
purity  of  the  Poor  Laws>  he  had  expeded  that  the  bill  of  the  right 
honourable  gentleman,  indead  of  the  complicated  machinery  which 
it  contained,  would  have  endeavoured  to  fimplify  the  Qrftem.  In 
this  refped,  however,  he  had  been  greatly  difap|)ointed  \  and  he 
hinted  at  the  impoflibiiity  of  executing  fonle  parts  of  its  daufes. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  it  would  require  a  long  diC- 
cuflion  to  (how  that  the  bill  was  founded  upon  the  principles  he  had 
held  out  in  his  fpeech  laft  year.  If  the  bill  was  not  in  a  ftate  (b 
advanced  for  difcuflion,  he  hoped  the  Houfe  would  impute  it  to  the 
very  important  public  bufinefs  which  had  prevented  him  from  be-* 
ftowing  upon  this  fubjedt  all  the  attention  he  wiflied.  He  did  not 
mean  to  prefs  it  for  difcuilion  till  time  was  given  for  gentlemen  to 
make  up  their  minds  upon  it ;  and  though  he  (hould  be  fony  for 
any  delay,  he  thought  it  better  to  poftpone  the  meafure  than  to  pafs 
it  without  confideration.  * 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  faid,  that  he  had  paid  great  attention  to  the 
prefent  bill,  and  he  mud  fay,  that  a  worfe  bill  he  had  never  feen. 
Its  printiple  was  deteftable.  It  was  a  libel  oh  the  rich,  and  a  libel 
on  the  induftry  of  the  country.  He  wiftied  with  the  honourable  gen- 
tleman, Mr.  JoUifFe,  that  the  bill  were  entirely  given  up.  He 
wiihed,  if  it  was  to  be  ftill  kept  up,  that  a  day  ^ould  be  fet  afide 
for  the  difcuflion  of  it,  that  it  might  be  thrown  out  at  once,  and  he 
bad  no  doubt  but  he  (hould  be  able  to  convince  fome  gentlemen 
that  its  principle  was  fo  foul,  that  it  could  not  be  entertained  by  the 
Houfe  for  a  (ingle  moment. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITTTaid,  that  after  this  he  (hould  be  forry  if 
a  day  was  not  fet  apart  for  the  difcuflion  of  this  fubjcA.  It  would 
be  better,  however,  to  difcufs  it  when  explained  by  the  fchedules. 
Some  day  next  week,  or  the  week  following,  at  a  moderate  diflanccr 
might  be  fixed  for  this  purpofe. 

.  Mr.  VANSITl^ART  thought  that  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  ought  to  employ  the  Icifure  of  Summer  to  (ill  up  dM 
fchedules. 

Sir  WILLIAM  GEARY  faid,  that  there  wal  a  part  of  the 

I 
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princtple  of  the  hill  which,  in  the  prefent  drcumftancesi  oould  not 
be  put  in  execution.  The  overfeers  were  to  be  authorized  to  bor- 
row money  in  order  to  carry  fome  of  the  piovifions  into  efkOtp 
which  would  thus  be  rendered  .unavailing. 

The  farther  oonfideratiQn  of  the  report  was  put  off  till  Thutf- 
day  fe'nnight.  • 

The  report  of  the  bill  for  increafing  the  capital  of  the  Eaft^ 
India  Company  was  brought  up  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  WHITBREAD  faid,  that  when  he  had  laft  given  notice  of 
his  motion,  for  an  inquiry  into  the  condu6i  of  Admioiftrationy  rela-** 
tive  to  the  late  attempt  againft  Ireland,  he  had  thought  that  nothing 
more  important  could  engage  the  attention  of  the  Houfe,  till  the 
awful  events  of-  this  day  had  fatally  proved  he  was  wrong.  It  now 
appeared  that  all  the  blunders  and  the  difafters  with  which  the  con- 
duct of  the  war  had  been  marked,  were  nothing  inComparifon  with 
the  confequences  which  they  now  threatened.  He  ihould  therefore 
confider  himfelf  highly  blameable  if  he  took  up  any  of  the  interval 
(or  conGderation  that  occurred  before  the  momentous  difcuflion  of 
to-morrow ;  he  exculpated  himfelf  from  any  difrefpedt  to  the  Houfe 
in  thefe  delays  ;  laft  Friday  he  was  prepared,  and  the  motion  was 
poflponed  at  the  requefi  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  and 
the  importance  of  to-morrow's  difcuffion  would  be  an  apology  for 
the  prefent  delay.  He  intended^  howevdr^  to  bring  on  the  motion 
next  Friday. 

Tue/Jajt  4  8 /A  Fehruarf. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  moved  the  order  of  tlie  day  tat  taking 
into  conlideration  His  Majefty's  melTage. 

The  roeflage  was  accordingly  read  by  the  Speaker. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT.  Sir,  I  gave  notice  yefterday  that  I 
fliould  firft  move  an  addrefs  to  His  Majefty,  returning  him  thanks 
for  his  moft  gracious  communication,  and  affuring  him  that  the 
Houfe  would  immediately  proceed  to  take  into  confidcration  the 
objeA  recommended  in  'the  meflage  to  their  feriqus  attention.  I 
fiated  that  my  next  motion  would  be  for  the  appointment  of  a  Sele6l 
Committee  to  inquire  into  the  amount  of  the  outftanding  engage- 
ments of  the  Bank,  and  the  means  thoy  had  of  making  good  their 
engagements.  As  with  refped  to  my  firft  motion,  for  exprefTing 
our  thanks  to  His  Majefty,  and  affuring  him  of  our  readinefs  to 
take  immediate  fteps  to  comply  with  his  recommendation,  there  can 
fcarcely  be  fuppofed  to  take  place  any  difierence  of  opinion.  I  will 
not^  in  •prefacipg  that  motion,  detain  the  Houfe  any  longer,  but 
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eontent  frty fe!f  wtth  movi^  That  an  humble  addrefs  be  ptefttited 
tD  His  Majefty,  &c. 

•   Tht  queftlon  being  put  upon  the  addreft  in  Ac  ufual  form,  it 
yims  carried  nem,  con. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  then  proceeded.  I  fuggcftcd 
thai  it  was  alfo  my  irttention  this  day  to  fubmit  to  the  Houfe  a  mo- 
tion, "  That  there  (hould  be  appointed  a  Selcd  Committee  to 
make  fuch  inquiry  into  the  ftatc  of  the  Bank  as  might  be  conceived 
*  fo  be  ncceffary,  and  to  collcft  fuch  information,  with  refpcft  to  the 
circumftanccs  of  the  time,  as  might  be  fufficient  to  point  out  the  nc- 
ccflity  of  the  meafure' adopted  by  the  Bank  in  confcqucnce  of  an 
Order  of  Council,  and  at  the  fame  time  juftifying  the  Members  of 
that  Houfe  in  faking  the  proper  fteps  to  confirm  and  enforce  that 
meafure."  With  rcfpe«S  to  the  firil  ftep  to  be  coafidctcd,  the  ftatc 
of  the  Bank,  that  already  has,  in  a  great  meafure,  been  afcertained 
by  the  confidence  of  public  opinion.  Of  this  public  opinion  the 
mod  unequivocal  and  fatisfadofy  proofs  have  been  afforded,  even 
within  the  fhort  fpace  that  has  elapfed  fifice  the  minute  of  Council 
has  been  iflued.  it  has  been  clearly  evinced  that  there  is  no  doubt 
entertained  with  refped  to  the  folidlty  t)f  the  Bank  to  anfwcr  all  ihc 
demands  of  its  ereditorS.  At  this  trying  period,  that  called  for  the 
exertion  of  the  good  fenfc  and  the  fortitude  of  Engtifhmen,  their 
good  fenfc,  and  their  fortirude  have  been  difplayed  in  a  way  equally 
crectitable  to  themfelves,  and  aufpicious  to  the  public  welfare.  But 
thotjgh  there  can  be  no  hefitation  with  refpc£t  to  the  folidity  of  the 
Bank,  undoubtedly  at  fo  important  a  period,  and  under  thofc  cri- 
tical circumfianccs  which  now  require  the  interference  of  the  Hoofe, 
it  is  incumbent  upon  them  to  take  the  proper  means  tofatisfy  dwm- 
felves,  that  the  meafure  which  has  been  adopted  in  confequence  of 
the  opinion  of  Council,  was  oorafioned  by  unatoidable  emcigency, 
and  bad.  become  indifpenfahly  necelTary.  It  is  the  more  incumbent 
upon  thcn^  to  inilttutc  this  inquiry,  and  to  obtain  the  fulleft  convic- 
tion on  this  head,  as  it  is  propofed  that  Parliament  ihouM  now  be 
called  upon  to  confirm  that  opinion,  and  to  fandion  the  meaftire  by 
tn  ad  of  the  Leg^flature.  I  am,  indeed,  confident  that  the  lefiilt 
of  the  iAveftigation  wiU  be  fuch,  as  not  only  to  leave  no  doubt  that 
die  fecurity  of  the  Bank  is  a%  unqueflionafale^  as  it  is  unqueftiened, 
but  will  completely  eftablifh  the  propriety  of  addir^  the  public  fecu^ 
rity  to  the  (ecurity  and  property  oi  the  Bank.  With  refpefi  lo  the 
amount  of  the  outfianding  demande  on  the  Banltf,  and  the  meant 
which  they  pof&fs  for  diCcharging  theur  obligations,  I  am  fatis6ed 
that  the  inquiry  will  be  compnfed  in  a  (hort  compafa ;  and  that 
^rom  the  rcfult  of  a  very  (hort  invcftigation,  the  advantage  of  the 
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meafure  already  adopted,  will  appear  fo  obvious,  as  to  lay  the  natural 
foundation  of  every  farther  proceeding  on  the  part  of  this  Houfe. 
It  is  propofcd  that  the  public  fccurity  (hould  be  given,  not  only  for 
the  outdanding  claims  on  the  Bank  which  exift  at  the  prefent  mo- 
ment/ but  alfo  for  thofe  additional  ifTues  of  paper  which  may  be 
deemed  advifeable.  There  is,  however,  one  point,  which  from  the 
novelty  and  importance  of  the  conjun£lure,  it  is  neceflary  (hould 
be  well  under Aood.  As  to  the  degree  of  fatisfadion  proper  to  be 
obtained  with  refpeft  to  the  grounds  of  neceffity  on  which  the 
meafure  has  been  adopted,  it  mud  appear  to  every  refledling  man 
that  this  is  a  fubjefl  of  inquiry  of  fo  critical  and  delicate  a  nature^ 
that  it  cannot,  confidently  with  public  fafety,  be  puHied  to  too  great 
particularity  or  -minutenefs  of  detail.  It  cannot  be  doubtful  to  any 
man  acquainted  with  the  fubjedl,  that  it  would  be  highly  improper 
for  the  Committee  to  enter  into  a  minute  and  particular  inquiry  into 
the  precife  ftiate  of  the  different  defcriptions  of  fpecie  belonging  to 
the  Bank,  to  proceed  to  adiifcflion  of  their  accounts,  and  to  date 
the  balance  of  cafh.  Thefe  were  circumdances  that  could  not  be 
difclofed  without  great  imprudence,  and  the  rifque  of  permanent 
inconvenience.  It  mud  be  evident  that  the  inquiry  ought  to  be 
cohdu£led  in  the  mod  difcrcct  manner,  confidently  with  the  objedl 
of  procuring  the  information  neceffary  for  the  fatisfadlion  of  the 
Hou(c.  It  mud  be  felt,  that  fo  novel  a  meafure  would  not,  in  the 
fird  indancc,  have  been  adopted  without. a  drong  convidlion  of  its 
neceflTity.  It  will  be  proper,  then,  that  the  bufinefs  be  confided  to 
a  Secret  Committee,  and  that  they  be  exprefsly  indruAed  by  the 
Houfe  not  to  pu(h  their  inquiries  too  minutely  into  the  particulars 
I  have  fuggeded,  but  to  confine  their  invedigation  to  foch  circum^ 
dances  of  the  general  fhte  of  the  Bank,  as  may  be  fufficient  for 
the  purpofc  in  view.  My  objeft,  therefore,  is,  to  move  for  the 
appointment  of  a  Committee  to  afcertain  the  general  date  of  the 
funds  and  obligations  of  the  Bank,  to  examine  into  the  grounds  of 
the  neceflity  of  the  meafure  already  adopted,  and  to  fugged  what  (sly* 
thcr  meafures  ought  to  be  taken  by  Parliamc^it  in  purfuance  of  the 
minute  of  Council.  It  is  not  for  me  to  point  out  in  what  manner 
the  Members  of  that  Committee  ought  to  exercife  the  important  trud 
confided  to  them  by  the  Houfe  :  but  if  it  (hcJuld  be  proved  by  the 
evidence  of  the  Members  of  the  Bank  Direflion  that  the  extent  of 
the  late  demands  upon  the  Bank,  and  the  rapidity  with  which  they 
trcre  brought  forward,  were  likeljr  to  occafion  fuch  a  prefTure  as  not 
to  leave  a  fufHcient  fund  for  tlie  public  fervice,  and  that  their  opi- 
nion,, in  this  refpc6l,  entirely  coincide  with  the  opinion  of  His 
Majcdy's  Minidcrs  \  a  drong  argument  will-  furely,  dicn,  be  af- 
yout..  4P  i 


658  PARLIAMENTARY  [Gommoiss. 

forded  that  the  mcafurc,  which  the  ncccflity  of  the  times  required  on 
the  part  of  the  Executive  Adminiftration,  it  is  incumbent  on  the 
Lcgiflature  to  confirm  and  enforce.  This  is  the  only  point  on 
which  the  Committee  arc  called  upon  to  inquire,  or  which  it  can  be 
important  for  them  to  edabliih  ;  and  in  purfuing  this  objcft  of  in- 
veftigacion,  they  are  by  no  means  called  to  pufh  their  inquiries  into 
circumdances,  the  difclofure  of  which  would  be  attended  with  tem- 
porary injury  to  the  credit  of  the  country,  and  with  permanent  em- 
barraffmcnt  to  the  operations  of  the  Bank.  On  thofe  grounds  I  am 
defirous  to  reft  the  motion,  which  I  (hall  now  fubmit  to  the  Houfe. 
The  motion  is  to  the  following  eifcv^  ;  "  That  a  Secret  Committee 
be  appointed  to  afcertain  the  total  amount  of  the  out- (landing  de- 
mands on  the  Bank  of  England,  and  likewife  of  the  Funds  for 
difcharging  die  fame ;  and  that  they  do  alfo  report  their  opinion  of 
the  necefTity  of  providing  for  the  confirmation  and  continuance  of 
the  meafures  taken  in  purfuance  of  the  minute  of  Council  on  the 
26th  inftant.'* 

The  motion  being  read, 

Mr.  FOX  rofe,  and  addre(red  the  Houfe  nearly  to  the  following 
fubftance — Sir,  when  I  confidcr  the  wonderful  event,  which  has 
this  night  been  announced  to  the  Houfe  for  a  fecond  time  ;  when  I 
take  into  review  the  caufes  which  have  led  to  this  extraordinary 
iituation  of  affairs,  a^d  the  efFcds  likely  to  refult  from  it ;  I  con- 
fefs  that  after  the  paufe  which  has  been  afforded  me  for  delibera- 
tion, I  do  not  at  all  feel  more  fanguinely  or  more  agreeably,  than 
I  did  on  the  firft  mention  of  the  fubjed.  The  right  honourable 
gentleman  has  moved  for  the  appintmcnt  of  a  Committee  for  the 
purpofc  of  inquiry,  to  which,  if  it  was  vefted  with  powers  fufficiently 
ample,  I  certainly  (hould  not  objeft.  But  it  might  have  been  cx- 
pe6led,  and  I  for  one  did  exped,  that  the  Minifter,  who  had  con- 
du(fled  affairs  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  call  for  the  meafure  that  has 
.  now  been  propofed,  would  not  have  been  contented  to  pafs  fo 
(lightly  over  the  nature  of  the  crifis  ;  but  would  haye  thought  it 
incumbent  on  him  at  leaft,  to  give  fome  general  ftatement  of  thofe 
circumftances  which  have  led  to  that  (ituation  o^  unparalleled  and 
unprecedented  embarra(rment,  in  which  we  are  now  placed.  Let  us 
confider  a  little  how  he  has  proceeded,  even  in  the  HrA  ftage  of  the 
bu(inefs.  Every  man,  who  read  the  Proclamation  of  Council, 
inuft  have  been  (truck  with  the  refledlion  that  this  was  the  firft  time 
a  meafure  had  been  adopted  by  the  Executive  Government  in  this 
country  to  prevtnt  the  Bank  from  anfwering  the  demands  of  its 
lawful  creditors.  The  eflfeft  of  the  meafure  I  will  not  dcfcribe  by 
'ing  that  it  was  impaired—- for  that  is  but  a  weak  word  on  fuch 
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an  occaflon — I  contend  that  it  has  deftroycd  the  credit  of  the  Bank. 
There  is  no  gentleman  fo  ignorant  of  the  principles  of  paper  credit, 
as  not  to  know  that  the  whole  fource  of  the  validity  of  this  fpecies 
of  currency  is  derived  from  the  circumftance  of  its  being  convertible 
into  gold  and  filver.  But  when  we  learn  that  Minifters  have  in 
the  prefent  inflance  not  merely  recommended  to  the  Bank  to  fufpcnd 
all  payments  in  fpecie,  but  have  pofitively  required  them  to  adopt 
this  meafure,  we  in  this  country  muft  confider  ourfelvcs  as  placed  in 
a  very  different  fituation  with  refpeS  to  the  future  ftate  of  paper  cre- 
dit. If  the  thing  itfelf  was  ncceffary  from  the  circumftanices  of  the 
time,  ftill  I  do  not  approve  of  the  mode  in  which  it  has  been  car- 
ried into  execution.  If  the  meafure  was  indifpenfably  required  from 
the  prefllng  exigency  of  thi  country,  and  the  imperious  confidera- 
tion  of  public  fafety,  an  a6t  of  Parliament  was  furely  the  only  proper 
mode  of  effeding  the  purpofe.  If  the  plea  of  urgency  be  brought 
forward,  and  the  neceflity  of  adopting  the  meafure  without  delay, 
thefe  were  confiderations  on  which  the  Houfe  were  competent  to  de- 
cide, and  which  muft  have  impelled  them,  as  in  other  cafes,  to  lofc 
no  time  in  carrying  a  bill  fhrough  the  different  ftagcs.  This  Houfe 
was  that  particular  branch  of  the  Legiflature,  which  it  was  of  the 
moft  eifential  importance  (hould  be  confultcd  on  fuch  an  occafion. 
The  negledl  that  has  taken  place  in  this  inftance  is  of  the  moft 
mifchievous  example,  and  may  be  attended  with  the  moft  fatal  con- 
fequences  at  a  future  period.  All  thofe  who  have  turned  their  at- 
tention to  the  paper  credit  of  this  country,  muft  view  with  alarm 
for  years  and  centuries  to  come,  that  the  King  or  Executive  Go- 
vernment have  by  the  prefent  meafure  claimed  a  power  to  annihilata 
by  one  breath  all  the  property  of  the  creditors  of  the  Bank.  It  may 
be  faid  that  fuch  a  power  would  be  equally  dangerous  in  any  branch 
of  the  Legiflature.  But  furely  the  danger  is  greater  firom  the  quar- 
ter in  which  it  has  now  been  exercifed.  It  has  been  found  that 
wherever  a  power  of  this  nature  has  been  confided  to  a  Senate,  or  to 
a  large  body  of  men,  it  has  been  better  preferved,  and  has  prefented 
^ewer  inftances  of  abufe,  than  in  thofe  fituattons  where  the  reverfe 
has  been  th«  cafe.  This  conclufion  is  fupported  by  the  recorded 
hds  of  hiftory,  and  the  uniform  teftimony  of  experience.  It  has 
been  proved  that  the  ftability  of  credit  has  always  been  better  main- 
tained in  Republics,  than  in  thofe  Governments  where  it  merely 
depended  on  an  individual,  or  on  a  fmall  body  of  men.  Of  all 
modes  then  by  which  the  objeft  could  have  been  eflfbSted,  the  mea- 
fure that  has  ad^ually  been  adopted  is  the  mof^  pernicious  in  its  prin- 
ciple, and  the  moft  dangerous  in  its  confcquences.  It  will  not  be 
^fily  erafed  from  the  memories  of  men^  or  frop  the  annals  of  the 
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countfy,  that  whatever  may  be  the  wonted  theory  of  our  Conftitu- 
tion,  whatever  the  nominal  value  of  our  rights ;    whatever  the 
pretended  fecurity  of  our  laws ;  one  word  from  the  King  may  have 
the  cSeSt  to  deftroy  one  half  of  the  property  of  the  country.     The 
Proclamation  of  the  Council  merely  forbids  the  ifTuing  of  money ; 
the  paper  however,  fubfequently  publifhed  from  the  Bank,  removes 
all  doubts  with  refpe£t  to  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  meafure, 
and  thanks  are  undoubtedly  due  to  the  Dtre6Vory,  for  the  explicit-* 
nefs  they  have  manifcfted  on  the  occa(k>n.     After  exprefling  their 
intention  to  comply  with  the  order  of  Council,   they  proceed  to 
point  out  the  objcdls  which  the  meafurc  has  in  view.     They  de- 
clare that  they  will  continue  their  difcounts  to  the  merchants  in 
paper,  and  that  they  will  alfo  pay  in  paper  the  dividend  warrants*, 
Gentlemen  may  afcribe  to  afFedation,  when  I  declare  that  I  feel 
nervous  in  ftating  the  probable  effedt  of  this  proceeding — and  the 
more  fo,  as  I  obferved  that  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  who  has 
certainly  more  caufe  than  myfelf  to  take  a  fearful  intereft  in  the  iflue 
of  this  tranfadion,  feemed  to  experience  a  (imilar  feeling  to  lb  great 
a  degree,  that  he^as  unable  to  ufe  his  fplendid  abilities  to  afford 
to  the  Houfe  any  fatisfadlory  explanation  of  its  objeds  and  effeSs. 
What,  I  a(k,  is  the  meaning  of  this  meafure  ?     Though  it  has 
been  declared  by  repeated  laws,  that  faith'  is  mod  folemnly  to  be 
kept  with  the  public  creditors,  though  you  honourably  declare  that 
you  will  lmpo&  no  tax  on  the  intereft  they  hold  in  the  (locks ;  you 
now  fo  firongly  feel  the  preiTing  exigencies  of  your  lituation,   that 
you  are  compelled  to  overlook  the  covenants  of  law,  and  the  obli- 
gations of  honour,  and  to  apply  for  a  refource  to  the  great  depot 
of  national  wealth*      But  it  may  be  faid  that  the  dividends  are  Aili 
to  be  paid  in  paper.     Is  there,  however,  any  gentleman  fo  ignorant 
as  to  conceive  there  is  any  difference  between  refuting  to  pay  the  di* 

♦  The  following  is  the  Advertifemeut  from  the  Bank,  alluded  fo  If 

Mr,  Fox; 

«  BANK  of  ENGLAND,  Feb.  27,  1797. 

•  *«  In  confcmicncc  of  an  Order  of  His  Majcfly's  Privy  Council,  noti- 
fied to  the  BAN  K  lad  night,  a  copy  of  which  is  hereunto  annexed,  the 
Governor,  Deputy  Governor,  and  Diredlors  of  the  Bank  of  England, 
;hink  it  their  duty  to  inform  the  Proprietors  of  Bank  Stock,  as  well  as 
the  Public  at  large,  that  the  getieral  concerns  of  the  Bank  are  in  the  moft 
affluent  and  profperous  iituation,  and  fuch  as  to  preclude  every  doubt  as 
to  the  fecurity  of  its  Notes.  The  Dire^ors  mean  to  continue  their  ufual 
difcounts  for  the'  accommodation  of  the  Commercial  Intereft,  paying; 
the  amount  in  Bank  Note's,  aud  the  Dividend  Warrants  will  be  paid  in 
the  iame  manner. 

i*  FRANCIS  MARTIN,  Sccwtory.*' 
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vidends  in  fpeci^,  and  refuting  to  piy  them  altogether  ?   Are  not 
the  terms  of  the  contraA,  *'  That  they  (hall  be  paid  in  bank  notes, 
or  in  pounds  fterling,  and  current  coin  of  the  kingdom  r"  With 
vhat  pretence  can  you  affirm  that  you  do  not  tax,  the  income  of  the 
ftock-holder,  if  you  break  the  terms  of  the  contradt,  and  compel 
him  to  take  for  his  intered  a  compenfation  of  lefs  value  than  that 
which  ha^  been  (lipulated  by  folemn  engagement  ?   Does  any  man 
believe  that  he  would  receive  at  the  prefcnt  moment  in  the  city  a 
thoufand  pounds  in  cafh  for  a  thoufand  pounds  in  notes  ?    You  ad« 
mit  then  that  you  are  come  to  fuch  a  Aate  of  defperatc  exigency, 
that  it  becomes  neceflary  to  violAte  all  contracts.     Suppofing  that 
the  dividends  were  confided  to  Miniilers  to  pay  the  expences  of  the 
army  or  navy,  and  that  they  gave  to  the  holders  certain  paper  on 
Government  fecurity,  would  they  be  placed  in  the  fame  fituation 
as  before  with  refpefl  to  the  lability  of  public  credit  ?     So  far  as 
regarded  the  principle,  Minifters  might  as  well  at  once  confifcatfs 
their  property  for  the  ufc  of  the  ftate.     But  it  has  been  faid  that 
occafions  will  happen,  that  emei^ncies  will  arife,  which  render  it 
neceflary  to  break  through  all  ordinary  reflaint.     Unquellionably 
neceflity  furnifhes  that  flrong  argument,  to  which  no  rcafon  can  be 
<^>pofed  ;  but  it  ought  to  be  proved  that  the  neceflity  was  indeed 
mofl  abfolute  and  flri6tly  defigned,  that  the  cafe  of  emergency  was 
of  the  moft  preflSng  nature,  and  capable  of  being  moft  clearly  de- 
monftrated,  that  fliould  be  brought  to  juflify  the  meafure  of  vio- 
lating the  national  faith,  and  invading  the  property  of  the  public 
creditor.    That  Miriifler  who  came  down  and  endeavoured  to  prove 
to  the  Houfe,  that  neceflity  had  compelled  him  to  this. fatal  and 
irremediable  ad  of  bankruptcy,  ought  at  leaft  to  be  prepared  to 
fliew  that  the  neceflity  had  been  occafioned  by  no  fault  of  his  own, 
and  that  the  mofl  rigid  oeconomy  had  prevailed  in  every  department 
of  Adminiflration.     No  doubt  there  have  been  precedents  for  va- 
rious abufes  under  which  Miniflers  fometimes  found  it  convenient  to 
fiielter  their   mifconduft  ;  but  there^  was  this  particularity  in  the 
prefent  cafe,  that  it  was  entirely  without  any  precedent  in  the  hiflory 
of  the  country.     If  this  unheard>of  calamity  has  then  occurred  for 
the  firfl  time  during  this  Adminiflration,  it  was  incumbent  on  thofe 
at  the  head  of  affairs  to  fliew  that  the  neceflary  means  of  forelight 
arid  wildom  have  been  en^ployed  to  obviate  the  danger.     Nothing 
of  this  fort  has  been  attempted  ;  we  have  only  the  afiertion  of  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  of  the  flrong  conyifiion  he  felt  of  the 
fiecefliity  of  the  meafure,  and  it  is  incumbent  on  the  Houfe  to  de- 
termine whetfier  they  ought  to  be  fatisfied  on  the  authority  of  his 
bare  aflertioa  ttiat  the  dagger  haa  been  fully  proved,  and  that  it 
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could  by  no  precaution  have  poflTibly  been  prevented.  If  wc  are 
to  be  fatisfied  on  fuch  authority,  if  we  are  to  conceive  an  aflertion 
a  fufficicnt  ground  of  confidence,  what  account!  fhall  we  be  able  to 
give  to  our  conftituents  of  this  new  difefter  that  has  befallen  the 
country  ?  Amidft  all  the  calamities  and  difgraccs  of  former  periods, 
many  of  which  have  been  fufficiently  fevcre  and  humiliating,  wc 
had  ftill  one  ground  of  confolation  in  the  fand^ity  of  national  credit. 
Every  Minifter  might  fay  to  Parliament,  and  every  Member  to  his 
conAituents,  even  at  the  moft  afflicting  aeras,  "  The  public  fcith 
has  been  preferved."  The  inviolability  of  the  principle  fandioncd 
its  future  obfervance.  But  now  wc  are  even  deprived  of  this  laft 
fource  of  public  confolation,  this  laft  prop  of  national  honour. 
With  the  feelings  naturally  impreffed  upon  me  by  thcfe  reflci^lioiis, 
I  ycfterday  came  down  to  the  Houfe.  I  muft  own  that  I  did 
not  then  like  fome  words  that  fell  from  the  Minifter  with  rcfpc6l 
to  the  minute  of  Council,  A  motion  for  inquiry  is  brought  for- 
ward. The  minute  evidently  threw  fome  flur  on  the  Bank,  and  as 
a  proof  that  they  felt  fo,  the  Direftors  immediately  publiftied  a 
paper  which  contained  an  affurance  of  the  affluent  and  profpcrous 
fituation  of  their  aflairs.  Under  thefe  circumftances,  it  was  natural 
and  laudable  that  they  (hould  feel  an  anxiety  for  that  inquiry,  which 
was  neceffary  to  vindicate  their  own  credit.  Another  reafon  af- 
figned  for  the  inquiry  is,  that  the  public  are  to  be  called  upon  to 
guarantee  the  fecurity  of  the  bank  notes.  On  the  firft  fuggeftion,  I 
did  not  fee  any  thing  objeflionable  in  grantiT^g  this  guarantee.  As  I 
have  fince,  however,  altered  my  opinion,  it  may  be  proper  for  me  to 
fay  a  few  words  on  the  fubjcdt.  Every  fanftion  given  by  the  public 
to  the  credit  of  individuals,  though  for  a  time  it  may  be  attended 
with  fome  advantage,  will  ultimately  be  found  to  be  injurious  and 
deftrudHve.  If  the  credit  of  the  Bank  refts  on  that  footing  of  foli- 
dity  which  has  been  aflerted,  it  is  better  that  it  (hould  ftill  remain 
on  the  fame  foundation.  The  rigfit  honourable  gentleman,  how- 
ever, thinks  that  even  with  the  favourable  opinion  which  is  now 
entertained  by  the  public  of  the  credit  of  the  Bank,  there  would 
ftill  be  fome  advantage  derived  from  the  guarantee  of  the  Govern- 
ment. It  is  curious  to  hear  from  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
this  theory  with  refpeft  to  the  advantages  of  guarantee.  Happy 
would  it  have  been  for  the  country  if  he  had  not  in  former  inftanccs 
extended  this  fyftem  of  guarantee  to  foreign  powers.  Without  pay- 
ing any  compliment  to  the  Bank  of  England,  I  think  its  credit  fully 
as  good  as  that  of  the  Bank  of  Vienna.  Without  inftituting  any 
particular  inquiry,  I  think  we  might  as  fafcly  guarantee  its  fecu- 
rity, as  the  fecurity  of  fome  German  Princes,  with  rcfpcSt  to  whom 
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we  have  no  means  to  afcertain  cither  the  obligations  to  which  they 
arc  liable,  or  the  funds  which  they  poffefs  to  difcharge  theiHy  and 
of  whofc  good  faith  we  are  entirely  ignorant.  If  I  think  that  the 
Committee  would  he  ^m^wered  to  go  into  all  the  caufes  which 
have  led  to  this  difaftrous  Qate  o^  affairs,  and  into  ^U  the  circum- 
ftances  connected  with  the  tranfa<Sion,  I  certainly  (hould  not  de- 
llre  that  the  inquiry  fliould  be  placed  on  a  more  extenfive  fcalc* 
The  right  honourable  gentleman  has,  however,  intimated  that  it  is 
not  his  intention  that  the  inquiry  (hould  be  condu6led  in  this  man-* 
ncr.  He  has  ftatqd  that  there  are  fome  points  of  peculiar  delicacy 
connected  with  an  inveftigation  of  the  ftate  of  the  iBank,  and  the 
difclofure  of  which  would  create  great  cmbarraffment.  There  is 
one  dlftinflion,  however,  to  which  it  is  material  to  attend.  While 
the  credit  of  a  corporation  is  entire,  the  public  have  no  right  to  pry 
into  their  fcqrcts  ;  nor  is  it  fitting  that  tlicy  (hould  be  made  matter 
of  inve(ligation  ;  but  when  once  a  failure  has  taken  place,  or  a  (lur 
has  been  thrown  upon  its  charadler,  thebeft  remedy  for  this  unplea- 
fant  fituation  of  its  affairs,  is  to  bring  them  into  a  (late  of  the  utmoft 
publicity,  if,  indeed,  they  are  fuch  as  can  bear  the  teft  of  a  fair 
fcrutiny.  When  we  hear,  in  the  prefcnt  inftance,  of  fbme  points 
of  great  delicacy,  wc  mu(t  view  them  in  comparifon  with  thofc 
points  of  ftill  greater  delicacy  which  attach  to  this  fubjedt :  and  in 
this  light  what  cxpofure  of  the  affairs  of  the  Bank  can  poffibly  in- 
volve confiderations  of  greater  delicacy  tjian  a  meafure  which  goes  to 
the  extent  of  violating  the  national  faith,  and  invading  the  property 
of  the  public  creditors  i  The  Houfe  are  called  to  decide  upon  the 
merits  of  the  whole  tranfadion.  To  affiit  them  in  forming  their 
judgement,  it  was  ncceffary  that  all  the  concerns  of  the  Bank  (hould 
be  inve(ligated.  They  ought  to  be  enabled  to  pronounce  how  far 
the  meafure  had  been  didated  by  motives  of  imperious  and  inevita- 
ble neccffity :  every  circum(tancc  which  had  been  made  known  to 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  refpe<Sing  the  fituation  of  the  Bank, 
ought  alfo  to  be  made  known  to  the  Committee  ;  all  the  grounds  on 
which  he  had  been  induced  to  publi(h  the  Proclamation  of  Council, 
ought  to  be  laid  before  them  ;  it  was  only  from  fuch  full  informa- 
tion that  they  could  be  enabled  correflly  to  judge  of  the  guilt,  inno- 
cence, or  merit  of  the  condufl  purfued  on  the  occafion.  The  nature 
of  the  cafe  was  fuch  as  more  immediately  to  demand  the  mofi  par- 
ticular inveftigation.  For  though  there  were  eight  Members  of  the 
Cabinet  prefcnt  at  the  Council  from  which  the  minute  was  iiTued, 
it  was  to  be  remarked  that  the  refponfibility  chiefly  attached  to  one 
individual — the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.  Upon  the  repre- 
fentation  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  of  the  unufual  demand 
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for  fpecie,  and  the  dahger  of  a  fcarcity  of  that  article  for  the  pur* 
|x)fes  of  the  public  fcrvice,  the  meafufo^  was  adopted.     Let  me  beg 
of  you  not  to  imitate  the  blind  confidence  of  the  Lords  of  the 
Council,  and  to  beftow  your  approbation  on  the  mere  reprefcntation 
of  the  neccffity  of  the  meafure,  but  to  have  before  you  all  the  h&% 
and  ai^uments  connedled  with  the  tranfadion,  and  to  draw  your 
conclufion  from   the  refult  of  a  full  and  impartial  inveftigation. 
Without  th^fe  it  is  impoflfible  that  you  can  fairly  abfolve  him  from 
the  imputation  of  the  moil  grofs  mifcondud.     And  under  the  pre* 
fent  circumftanccs  I  feel  it  to  be  my  duty  to  confider  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  as  having  violated  the  law  of  the  land,  and  given 
a  dangerous  blow  to  the  national  credit.     The  neceflity  of  the  cafe 
mufty  indeedy  be  well  afccrtained  before  his  condufl  can  be  juf* 
lificd.     It  muft  be  proved  how  far  he  had  the  means  of  knowing 
the  danger  that  threatened  the  public  fervice,  and  how  far  his  infor^ 
mation  was  of  that  ferious  and  alarmitig  nature  to  demand  fo  extra- 
ordinary a  precaution. 

After  all  the  blunders  and  calamities  of  his  former  adminifha^ 
tion,  after  the  adoption  of  a  flep  fo  pregnant  with  the  mod  fatal 
mifchiefy  it  is  impoffible  that  in  this  inOance,  conliftently  with  that 
duty  which  Vrt  owe  to  ourfclves  and  our  conftituentSj  we  can  repofc 
in  him  any  confidence  as  having  aAed  wifely  and  beneficially,  witlv^ 
out  having  befrire  us  the  documents  upon  which  his  conduct  was 
founded.  If  from  the  infpedion  of  thefe  it  appears  that  fome  ex- 
traordinary mcafure  was  ncceffary  for  the  fafcty  of  the  country,  w«t 
ought  alfo  to  be  fatisficd  that  this  was  the  leaft  violent  meafure  b^ 
which  the  objcft  could  have  been  effedled.  We  ought,  then,  to 
review  the  whole  ftate  of  the  finances,  and  to  examine  how  far  the 
Mtnifter  has  done  every  thing  in  his  power  to  avert  the  ruin  by 
which  they  ai-e  now  menaced,  or,  on  the  contrary,  whether  he  has 
not  been  inftrumental,  by  his  profufe  and  impolitic  meafures,  ta 
bring  thetn  into  that  ftate  of  alarming  embarrafTment  in  which 
they  are  now  placed.  But  as  an  anfwer  to  all  this,  we  are  pre* 
fented  with  one  (hoft  fummary  criterion :  the  Minifter  tells  ust 
that  he  would  not  have  taken  the  meafure  without  feeling  the 
fhongeft  convidion  of  its  neceflity.  He  infinuates  that  the  fame 
oonviAk)ti  was  experienced  by  the  Bank  Diredlors.  Of  the  excellent 
conduA  of  the  Bank  of  England,  I  have  not  the  leaft  doubt ;  that . 
many  circumftances  in  that  condud  are  highly  meritorious,  I  do 
not  dehy ;  ftill  lefs  (hould  I  think  of  denying  that  to  the  excellent 
gonduA  of  Adminiftration,  from  time  to  time,  fince  the  Revolution^ 
upon  the  fubje<lt  of  preferving  faith  with  the  public  creditor,  much 
0f  cht  prefpeticy  of  this  country  is  owing.*    But  am  Ij  therefore, 
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becaufe  they  chufe  to  -aik  for  it^ '  to  accede  to  mcafures  that  are 
wholly  without  a  precedent,  and  that  without  underftaDdi9g  that 
there  is  to  be  a  full  inquiry  into  all  the  conduft  of  thofe  who,  in  my 
opinion,  have  brought  our  affairs  into  their  prcfent  condition  i   I^ 
therefore,  fay,  that  if  the  Houfe  of  Commons  fhould  allow   this 
Committee  to  be  appointed,  they  will  moA  fcandaloufly  abandon 
their  duty,  if  they  confine  their  inquiry  to-  what  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  has  this  night  ftated.      If  the  Committee  (hall  in- 
quire into  the  (late  of  the  outfbnding  engagements  of  the  Bank,  and 
what  are  their  funds  for  providing  for  them,  and  (hall  flop  there,  I 
fay  they  will  (hamefully  abandon  their  duty.     They  muft  not  be 
content  with  any  meafurc,  merely  becaufe  in  the  opinion  of  the  Mi- 
nifter  ft  is  right ;'  no,  nor  even  upon  finding  that,  in  the  opinion  of 
the  Directors  of  the  Bank,  that  it  is  right.      It  is  your  duty  to  ex- 
amine the  grounds .  upon  which  thcfc  opinions  are  formed,  and 
finally  to  form  an  opinion  of  your  own.     If  ever  there  was  ^ 
quefiion  in  which  confidence  in  Minifters,  of  which  I  have  fo  fre- 
quently fo  much  heard,  (hould  be  placed  out  of  view  together,  it  is 
this  very  cafe.      If  the  moft  ingenious  man  in  this  Houfe,  or  in  this 
country,  was  called  upon  to  invent  a  cafe  in  which  confidence  (liould 
be  put  out  of  view,  this  is  the  very  cafe,  which,  I  think,  he  Vould 
fuggeft.     Shew  me  a  cafe  in  the  whole  hiftor^  of  this  country  iii 
which  it  has  appeared  more  peculiarly  the  duty  of  this  Houfe  to 
withhold  confidence  in  the  King's  Minifters  than  that  which  is 
now  before  you  ;  or  one,  in  which  if  you  do  excrcife  confidence, 
inftead  of  inftituting,  it  can  be  poflTible  for  a  Houfe  of  Commons 
to  be  more  deferving  of  the  execration  of  the  People.  ,   Let  us 
look  at  the  cafe,  and  fee  what  fort  of  a  thing  it  is.      Is  it  a  cafe  of 
.treaty  upon  peace  or  war  ?      Is  it  a  cafe  of  negotiation  ?     No  ;  it 
is  a  cafe  of  finance,  and  finance  merely — a  fubjedl  which  at  all 
times  has^  belonged,  and  belonged  almoft  exclufivcly,  to  this  Houfe 
—a  fubjedl  which,  from  its  nature,  is  beft  confidered  in  a  piibliq  " 
a(rembly.     Next,  let  us  examine  what  time,  and  under  wh^'t'  cir- 
cumftances,  we  are  confidering  the. fubje<^  ?     In  December,.! 795, 
die  Mipifter  required  for  the  funding  of  the  navy  (icbt,  &c.  two 
millions,  which,  he  faid,  would  be  fufficient  to  prevent  the  difcount 
£com  rifing...  .It  w^s  granted.     In  the  May 'following'  he  i-equircd 
four  million^  ,jiiorc.     It  was  granted.    In  the  December  following 
h^jrjPquired  feyep  millions  and  upwards  for  the  fame  purpofe.     CaA 
we  forget  tha^t,  at  each  tfme,  he  faid,  that  whaf  he  required  woiild  be 
anpply  fufficient  for  the  purpofe  ? ,   Can  we  forget  What  he  alTurcd 
u;;  qpon  the  probable  cffcA  of  the  laH  loan,  and  on  which,  if  report 
fpcaks  truly,  there  are  circumftances  that  are  highly  difcrcditable  tp 
Vol.  I.        '  4  0.     "' 
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his  conjeflures  upon  that  fubjcQ  ?     All  thefe  circumftanccs  I  take 
notice  of,  merely  to  flicw  that  the  Mihifter's  conjcAures,  on  matters 
of  finance,  have  been  fuch  as  to  afford  us  no  rational  hopes  of 
Teeing  his  future  fpeculatiohs  verified;  and  therefore,  I  fay,  that 
confidence  in  him  muft,  on  the  part  of  this  Houfe,  be  a  blind  one. 
Will  the  Minificr  himfelf  get  up  this  night  in  this  Houfe  and  fay, 
that  Adminiftration  are,  on  the  face  of  things,  exculpated  for  every 
thing  that  has  lately  happened  to  the  financial  concerns  of  this 
country  ?     Will  he  fay,  that  they  have  been  punflual  in  the  dif- 
chargc  of  their  duty  upon  that  fubjedl,  and  that  it  Is  n6t  owing  to 
them  that  we  are  in  the  deplorable  eondition  of  which  the  queftion 
now  before  you  gives  to  the  world  at  large  fo  ftriking,  fo  bmentable 
a  proof?    Is  It  not  notorious  that  the  prizes  of  the  laft  Lottery  were 
delayed  in  payment  for  a  confiderable  time  i     Has  not  the  public 
creditor  thereby  fuffered  ?     Has  not  the  publie  credit  of  the  nation 
been  thereby  diminifhed  ?     Have  not  bills  on  Government  been 
prefcntcd,  and  have  not  the  holders  been  pklnly  told  that  they  muft 
wait  for  a  confiderable  time,  and  have  they  not  been  obliged  fo  to 
wait  ?     Moft  unquefiionably  they  have !     And  the  reafon  afligned 
for  all  this  delay  in  payment,  has  beer!  faftiionably  called,  t\\t  want 
of  a  fufficient  circulating  medium,  but  which,  lA  truth,  only  proved 
our  infolvency,  and  the  inability  of  the  Minifter  to  fulfil  the  pro- 
mifes  which  he  fo  readily  held  forth.     All  hU  new  fchetnes  on 
finance  have  only  contributed  to  bring  on  the  evil  which  he  has 
£rom  time  to  time  pretended  to  remove.     Is  it  not  notorious  that 
he  has  reje(ded  all  the  advice  that  has  been  given  to  him  from  time 
to  time  ?     He  pretended  to  do  away  all  the  evils  that  arofe  ffotn  the 
increafe  of  our  unfunded  debt,  evils  which  we  all  felt,  and  fct 
which  certainly  a  remedy  was  neceflary.     But  what  was  the  tffeA 
of  hU  pretended  remedy,  and  what  has  hcen  the  refult  of  his  Coo- 
dudt  fince  he  pretended  to  provide  againft  the  ftiifchief  ?    Why,  that 
he  ha^  fo  mifcalculated  the  wants  of  Goverrtmertt,  tt  fttJtti  time  to 
time  fo  miftatcd  them,  that  he  has  been  obliged  to  pitnride  for  die 
fum  of  twelve  millions,  after  afluring  us  that  ho  fiirthet  money 
would  be  wanted  for  the  funding  of  the  rtavy  debt ;  and  after  ifl 
thefe  aflurancjes  frotn  time  to  time,  that  hfc.iaiis  making  aifiple  pro- 
vifiort,  the  navy  bills  at  this  vcr)*  time  were  at  a  hijgher  dlfeount  than 
they  wprc  at  any  former  'period.     I  come  now  t6  another  point. 
The  Dirciilors  of  the  Bank  often  told  the  Miniftef  What  the^effcA 
would  be  of  his  fending  (ucli  vaft  fums  of  money  abtt>ad.     They 
remonftrated  againft  fuch  cbnduS.    I  wTJl  not  enter  upon  the  detail 
of  the  advice  that  was  given  to  him  at  thefe  times';  but  we  sdl 
luiow»  and  now  feel  the  effect  of  his  condiid; ;  for  hie  tbtit  mMf 
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obibad,  not  only  againft  the  opinion,  and  in  defiance  of  thfc  remon- 
firance  of  the  Bank>  but  againft  the  known  fpirit,  and  palpably 
againf^  the  very  letter  of  the  Conftitgtion.  Such  has  been  the  con- 
duft  of  the  ChapceUor  of  the  Exchequer ;  and  I  do  fay,  we  arc 
now  called  uporj,  fay  the  duty  which  we  owe  to  the  public,  to  give 
no  farther  credit  to  that  Miniftcr  for  his  ftatcments  in  any  public 
affair  of  finance,  the  more  efpccially  upon  the  fubje<5l  which  is  now 
before  us*  It  is  a  fubjeft  on  which  this  Houle  ought  not  to  place 
confidence  in  any  Minifter,  becaufe  it  is  a  fubjedl  which  we  ought 
tnoft  fcrupuloufly  to  examine  for  ourfclves.  If  the  beft  ^inifter 
that  ever  njaxwgcd  tjie  aflfairs  of  this  country  were  to  afk  for  confi* 
dencc  in  fuch  a  cafe  as  this,  it  would  be  the  duty  of  this  Houfe  to 
withhold  it.  If  his  father,  in  the  courfc  of  the  fcvcn  years  war, 
when  his  meafures  led  to  the  nio(l  brilliant  viif^ories,  when  he  was 
covered  with  all  his  glory,  had  come  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons  to 
demand  fuch  confidence  as  the  Minifter  fecms  to  a(k  by  the  fpeech 
which  introduced  the  motion  which  is  now  before  you,  I  believe,/ 
that  notwithftanding  all  the  eftcem  which  that  illuflrious  Statefman 
dcfervcdly  enjoyed,  that  Parliament  would  have  had  virtue  enough 
to  refuie  it  to  him ;  but  he  was  much  too  wife,  he  had  too  much  re- 
gard for  the  conftitiuional  privileges  of  this  Houfe,  to  a(k  for  fuch  a 
confidence.  But  what  would  have  been  denied  to  the  virtue,  the 
wifdom,  the  eloquence,  the  glory  of  that  Miniltcr,  had  he  afkcd  it, 
J$  now,  I  fear,  to  be  given  to  a  Minifter  who  has  difgraced  himfejf, 
and  ruined  his  country.  The  Houfe,  if  ic  means  to  have  any  credit 
with  the  People  of  this  country,  muft  not  confide  in  any  man,  but 
muft  examine  public  affairs,  muft  control  the  executive  power,  muft 
inftitutean  inquiry,  a  careful  dnd  minute  inquiry,  into  all  the  cir- 
cumftances  that  liave  led  to  the  calamitous  condition  in  which'  we 
are  now  placed.  We  muft  take  care  that  the  man  who  has  brought 
us  into  tliis  deplorable  ftute  ft}aU  not  be  permitted  totally  to  ruin  U5« 
If  w<e  do  not  do  (b,  the  moft  candid  manner  in  which  we  can  9& 
towards  the  public  18,  to  declare  at  once  that  we  are  perfuaded  the 
caie  <>f  this  country  is  grown  above  the  cognizance  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  and  that  we  chuiie  to  give  it  up  entirely  to  the  direj5lk>n 
of  the  Kings  Minifters  \  in  which  cafe  we  (ball  plead  guilty  to  all 
the  charges  that  have  been  eKhibited  out  of  doors  againft  us  ;  that 
we  are  not  the  Reprefentatives  of  the  People  of  England,  but  the 
Servants  of  tte  Miniftcr  of  the  Crown  \  that  it  is  true,  indeed,  the 
^i^corf  of  the  Cooftilutioa  of  En^and  1$  beautifpli  but  that  its 
pm^ical  uAlUy  w  at  an  €od,  as  far  as  regards  the  funfiions  of,  the 
Houfie  uf  Qtmmop^j  for  that  now  they  implicitly  cpjumit  to  the 
MiAilkr  <Qf  (he  Csown  all  GPnti»}  over  fubje^  pj(  finance.    Lift 
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me  afk,  if  this  will  and  muft  not  be  the  inevitable  concIu(i(xi  of  the 
^  People  of  this  country,  if  you  do  not  enter  upon  a  full  inquiry  upon 
this  fubjeft  ?  Let  me  aflc,  if  thi^  be  not  a  cafe  for  inquiry,  what 
cafe  can  poflibly  be  called  fo  ?  Let  me  aflc,  what  cafe  can  be  mote 
violent,  and  Jefs  warrantable  by  law,  than  the  prefenC  f  Let  me  alk, 
if  ever  fmcc  the  Revolution  there  was  propofcd  a  meafure  more 
fraugfit  with  danger  to  the  credit  of  this  country  ?  Let  mc  afk,  if 
any  Miniftcr  ever  exifted  who  had  lefs  claim  to  confidence,  and 
whofe  conduft  called  more  for  the  jealoufy  of  this  Houfe  than  the 
prefent  Minifter  ?  If,  after  you  have  turned  thefc  queftions  in 
your  minds,  and  have  agreed,  as  I  know  you  da^  what  anfwer  ought 
to  be  given  to  them  all,  you  ftill  confide  in  the  prefent  Minifter,  I 
will  then  fay  you  will  deferve  every  thing  that  has  been  faid 
againft  you,  for  you  will,  indeed,  be  a  Houfe  of  Commons  that 
has  furrcndered  all  its  funftions  to  the  will  of  the  Miniftcr  of  the 
Crown. 

*  There  has  been  a  cuftom,  I  confefs  a  very  laudable  one,  to  fpeak 
well  of  the  navy.  It  certainly  is  a  fervice  to  which  the  people  of 
this  country  are  prodigioufly  indebted,  and  we  cannot  have  too  much 
tendcrnefs  for  the  charafler  of  our  naval  officers,  and  yet  we  find 
it  to  ht  the  uniform  practice  of  this  country  to  call  to  a  court  mar- 
tial every  oflficer  who  has  been  unfuccefsful  to  a  certain  extent, 
however  meritorious  his  condu'ft  may  have  been.  Now  let  me  afk,. 
if  this  be  the  cafe  with  regard  to  our  favourite  fervice,  what  fhould 
be  the  conduft  of  this  Houfe  when  the  Miniftcr  of  the  Crown 
openly  and  confeffedly  has  been  guilty  of  mifmanagcment  in  an 
alarming  degree  ?  What  fhould  be  the  conduft  of  this  Houfe 
when  a  Miniftcr  ifTues  a  proclamation  in  the  name  of  the  Privy 
Council  to  diftroy  the  public  credit  of  this  country  ?  Let  mc  afk 
what  fhould  be  the  conduA  of  a  Houfe  of  Commons  towards  him 
who  is  at  leaft  pima  fade  a  culprit  before  them  and  the  public  ? 
Who  is  certainly  in  the  fituation  of  an  accTlfed  perfon  ?  I  think 
it  is  not  diflScult  to  anfwcr  thefe  queftions.  If  there  are  any  who 
hear  mc  who  think  that  I  fay  this  frotn  perfonal  rivalfhip,  they  are 
welcome  to  charge  me  witli  it ;  but  they  do  not  know  my  nature  ; 
thofc  who  do,  will  bring  no  fuch  charge  againft  mc.  If,  however^ 
to  charge  a  criminal  Miniftcr,  in  order  that  an  inquiry  may  be  ipadc 
into  his  condudt,  be  a  crime,  then  I  fhall  be  content  to  be  called  a 
great  criminal.  Let  me  afk.  What  is  the  credit  of  this  nation,  if 
a  proclamation,  didtated  by  a  Miniftcr,  is  -tb  fet  afide  the  provifions 
of  folemn  ads  of  Parliament  ?  Long,  long  experience  has  taug^ 
us,  or  fhould  have  taught  US|  that  punduality  and  good  fi^th  arc 
^be  foundations  of  credit ;  that  credit  can  have  no  exiftencc  indc- 
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pendent  of  good  faith.  It  has  been  faidj  more  Than  once,  that 
we  arc  to  truft  to  providence  in  our  affairs.  It  would  be  a  mi- 
racle which  I  have  never  yet  heard  that  providence  has  preformed 
towards  man  to  give  credit  to  thofe  who  have  no  faith.  On  the 
27th  of  Febroary,  1797,  for  the  firft  time  fince  the  Revolution, 
an  adt  was  done  in  the  King's  name  which  has  ftruck  at  the  foun- 
dation of  the  public  credit  of  the  country,  by  feizing'the  public 
money  belonging  to  individuals,  depofited  in  the  public  treafury  of 
the  public  creditor ;  and  afterwards  withholding  and  rcfufing  pay- 
ment of  that  money.  What  can  now  reftorc  the  public  credit? 
Will  any  man  fay  he  knows  the  remedy  for  this  ?  If  it  fliall  ap- 
pear that  Minifters  have  adted  prudently,  according  to  the  preffurc 
of  the  cafe  ;  that  they  afted  wifely  ;  that  they  have  afled  cecono- 
mically  ;  that  they  looked  forward  to  all  the  confequences,  as  far 
as  human  prudence  could  forefec— then  I  am  willing  to  allow  there 
is  no  man  can  blame  them,  however  calamitous  our  condition  mxf 
be.  If  they  can  (hew,  contrary  to  the  prima  facie  evidence  of  the 
cafe,  -that  they  have  not  been  to  blame,  they  muft  be  abfolved  ;  but 
that  is  no  reafon  why  we  (hould  not  have  a  full  Inquiry  into  the 
matter  ;  on  the  contrar)',  it  is  a  very  ftrong  reafon  for  fuch  inquiry  ; 
and  they  themfelves  arc  deeply  intcrefted  in  having  it  inftituted. 
But  if  it  (hould  appear  that  this  crifis  has  not  been  brought  on 
without  guilt  on  their  part,  it  muft  be  abfolutcly  for  the  credit  of  the 
public  that  the  truth  of  tlir  matter  (hould  be  made  manifeft  to  die 
world.  If  you  (hun  this  inquiry,  what  will  be  the  confequenccJ 
I  will  fuppofe  for  a  moment,  for  the  fake  of  the  argument,, that  the 
whole  of  this  meafure  is  the  refult  of  inevitable  nccelTity.  I  wi(h, 
then,  to  know  what  the  public  creditor  is  to  think  ?  He  will  deli- 
berate thus;  That  although  in  the  year  1797  the  Minifter  ftrucJc 
unavoidably  at  the  public  credit,  yet  what  happened  in  the  Houfc 
of  Commons  ?  That  in  purfuance  of  a  full  inquiry  it  was  found 
to  be  an  aft  of  inevitable  necclTity,  and  could  not  have  happened 
under  any  other  plea  ?  No ;  it  palTed  upon  the  a(rertion  of  the 
Minifter  that  it  was  an  aft  of  nece(rity,  and  there  was  no  inquiry  ; 
therefore  fomc  future  Minifter  may  be  wicked,  although  the  prefent 
one  is  virtuous,  and  may  take  this  as  a  precedent,  and  call  that  an 
inevitable  neceflTity,  which,  in  truth,  will  be  only  ap  aft  of  conve- 
nience to  him,  and  under  that  prext  appropriate  the  property  of  the 
public  creditor  to  the  ufc  of  Government ;  fo  that  without  a  full 
inquiry  into  this  matter,  you  can  never  reftore  confidence  to  the 
public  creditor.  On  the  other  hand,  if  this  is  the  refult  of  the 
mHconduft  of  the  Minifter^;  you  (hould  declare  it  to  be  fo,  and 
\ff  the  puni(hmcnt  of  the  delinquent  (hew  the  public  you  take  car^ 
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of  their  affairs*  "-  Thefe  are  the  only  two*ways  in  which  you  can  re* 
ilarc  the  confidence  of  the  public  creditor* 

Let  us  now  fee  what  has  been  the  conduct  of  the  prefent  Minifter 
in  the  courfe  of  this  war  upon  the  fubjed  of  finance.  Have  any 
tfuee  months  pafled  in  which  he  has  not  produced  ibme  new  expe- 
dicnt  r  And  have  they  not  every  one  of  them,  without  a  (ingle  ex- 
ception>  proved  erroneous  ?  But  this,  compared  to  other  things, 
is,  comparatively,  nothing.  Good  God,  Sir,  let  us  look  at  the  fitu* 
ation  of  ti.is  country !  Year  after  year  he  has  been  amufing  us 
with  his  ideas  of  the  finances  of  France-— now  on  the  verge,  now  in 
the  gulph  of  l^ankruptcy-^what  computations  upon  their  offignats 
and  xhciT  maruiafs.  They  could  not  poflftbly  continue-^  all  fcifcStly 
true  \  but  the  misfortune  is,  that  while  he  was  thus  amufing  us,  lie 
has  led  us  €0  the  very  fame  verge,  aye,  into  the  very  fame  gulph  ; 
while  be  thus  declaimed  againil  the  finanees  of  France,  and  pre- 
dii^cd  truly  as  to  the  iffue  of  thofe  expedients,  he  fell  mU^rably 
ihort  of  his  conclufion  that  thefe  confiderations  would  put  an  end  to 
the  energy  of  the  French.  Their  rafh.  expedients  have  not  put  an 
end  to  their  energy ;  and,  perhaps,  thefe  rafh  expedients  will  not 
make  us  a  prey  to  a  foreign  invader.  But  are  we  to  follow  their 
expedients  on  that  account  ?  By  no  means*-*we  are  not  in  the  fame 
relative  fituation  with  regard  to  the  refl  of  the  world.  We  depend 
more  upon  our  commercial  credit  than  they  can  do  ;  the  Miniiter 
has  condu<^ed  the  war  upon  the  hope,  that  we  fhould  be  able  to  de- 
feat the  French  by  a  oontefl  of  finaT\ce  ^  and  you  now  fee  the  ex* 
pedtents  to  which  we  are  driven,  by  which  we  have  deflroyed  the 
whole  of  our  paper  credits  I  am  aware  that  I  may  l^  anfwered» 
that  I  propofe  my  panacea ;  an  in<]uiry — I  plead  guilty  to  that 
eharge— but  my  panacea  has  never  been  tried  ;  the  MiniAer's  op- 
pofition  to  it  has  been  tried  repeatedly ;  namely,  confvlence  in  bioi* 
The  public  have  fecn  the  efFe£t  of  that  oppoTition  \  all  I  aflc  is,  thai 
ifof  remedy  may  be  tried  ;  it  can  never  be  worfe  than  his.  We  have 
for  a  lorig  time  had  a  confidir^g  Houfe  of  Commons  \  I  want  now 
an  inquiring  Houfie  of  Commons ;  I  fay,  that  with  a  diligent^ 
inquiring  Houfe  of  Commons,  even  although  it  flioukl  be  an  indif* 
iinrent  one  with  regard  to  talents,  and  with  a  Mimfler  of  very  ordi- 
nary capacity,  we  (hall  be  able  to  do  more  for  the  fervice  of  tbe 
people  oi  this  country,  than  an  Houfe  of  Commons  compofed  of  tbe 
befl  talents  that  ever  adorned  any  Senate,  and  a  Minifler  of  the  Mk 
ab^ities  would  be  able  to,  if  that  Houfe  (hpuld  Unplicitly  confide  in 
that  Minifler.  If,  ^er^re,  I  have,  in  an  untfDrm  tonCt  C9Jkd  for 
inquiry*  and  the  Houfe  his  been  as  perfevcring,  as  certainly  H 
hitherto  has  in  tonfidtngp  H  is  not  wonderful  ttttt  we  ire  in  o<sf 
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prcfcnt  condition.  I  fey,  that  vrithout  inquiry  into  the  caufc  of  our 
calamities,  the  public  neither  will,  nor  ought  to' be  fatisfied.  I  fay 
farther,  that  the  Houfc  ought,  for  the  fake  of  its  credit  with  the 
public,  to  enter  into  a  full  inquiry  upon  this  matter,  for  the  autho- 
rity of  an  inquiring  is  much  greater  than  that  of  a  confiding  Houfe 
of  Commons. 

In  the  courfe  of  what  I  have  faid  I  have  aW^ained  from  much 
obfcrvation  upon  what  I  think  will  be  the  effefl  of  the  meafurc 
that  IS  now  before  us.  I  think  that  in  many  parts  of  the  mca- 
fure  It  is  impoflible  to  conceive  any  thing  that  will  be  more  mif- 
chtevous  to  tbis  country^  I  cannot  put  any  thing  in  competition 
with  the  danger  of  rcfufing  to  pay  the  public  creditor  ;  the  breach 
of  faith  is  to  me  more  alarming  than  any  thing  that  I  have  be^n 
able  to  prefent  to  my  mind,  f  The  exigency  of  the  public  fer- 
vice*'  is  the  phrafe  which  is  made  ufe  of.  I  am  ready,  however, 
to  allow  that  I  have  altered  my  opinion  fincc  ycfterday  upon  part  of 
this  fubjedi,  and  I  now  declare,  diat  I  do  not  think  any  other  mca- 
fute  fo  dangerous  as  this  appears  to  be.  It  may  be  iaid  that  pay- 
ing the  armyJn  depreciated  paper  would  be  a  great  and  dan- 
gerous evil.  I  am  ready  to  admit  it  would  be  a  great  and  a  dan- 
gerous evil ;  but  I  think  upon  mature  refle<9ion,  that  that  evil, 
great  as  it  would  be,  would  not  be  equal  to  this,  becaufe  the  effect 
of  it  is  not  likely  to  be  fo  lafting.  I  think  that  by  this  meafure  we 
(hall  be  on  the  very  verge,  aye,  even  in  the  gulph  of  ruin.  I  did 
not  think  that,  even  under  the  meafures  of  the  prefent  Adminiftra- 
tton,  out  total  ruin  was  become  fo  near.  It  is  our  duty,  if  pofTible, 
fo  retrieve  our  affairs  ;  but  if  you  perfift  in  confiding  in  the  Mi- 
nifter,  our  ruin  is  inevitable. 

Mr.  HOBHOUSE  faid,  that  when  information  was  received 
that  this  meafure  was  to  be  adopted,  all  the  bankers  were  ftruck 
with  confternation.  They  did  not  know  whether  they  would  be 
able  to  keep  open  their  (hops..  He  trembled  for  the  confequenccs. 
Bank  paper  muft  neceffarily  fall  into  difcredit.  He  really  feared 
it  would  fall  into  as  low  a  condition  as  even  njftgnats  and  mandaii. 
All  the  aflurances  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  would 
tlcvtfr  beat  down  this  plain  dictate  of  common  fenfc,  that  by  hts 
Conduct  the  Bank  had  been  compelled  to  commit  an  aft  of  infol- 
vcnty,  by  rcfufing  fpecie  for  its  paper. 

'  It  was  the  duty  of  the  Houfe  not  to  rely  upon  the  aflurances  of 
ftie  right  honourable  gentleman,  that  the  Bank  was  capable  of  fulfil* 
!ng'  its  engagements,  but  inveftigate  the  caufes  of  its  inefficiency  to 
/tfpply  thfe  demands  upon  it,  before  it  undertook  to  guarantee  its 
paymtnti.     At  prcfcnt  its  caufes  were  enveloped  in  darkncft*;  and 
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they  had  fcarccly  any  better  idea  of  the  neceflity  of  the  mcafuiti 
rcGommended,  than  that  the  people  were  in  dread  of  an  invafioni 
and  had  buried  their  money  in  the  earth.  He  fufpefiedy  however, 
that  more  money  had  been  buried  in  Germany  than  in  the  ground, 
and  believed  that  to  be  the  true  and  principal  caufe  of  the  em- 
barraiTment. 

It  appeared  to  him  that  the  appointment  of  a  Committee,  fuch 
as  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  moved  for,  would  anfwer 
no  good  purpofe  without  a  full  and  complete  inquiry  into  all  the 
circumflances  that  have  led  us  to  this  dreadful  fituation.  Such  a 
Committee  as  was  here  propofed,  he  was  perfuaded  would  be  nuga- 
tory, and  therefore  this  propofuion  fliould  have  his  negative. 

Mr.  MARTIN  faid,  that  on  a  fubjeft  of  fo  much  ddicacjr  as 
this  was,  he  did  not  wUh  to  trouble  the  Houfe  with  many  obfcrva- 
tions.  He  could  not  help,  however,  taking  notice  that  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  had  propofed  an  inquiry,  which  in  its  nature 
mud  be  a  partial  one.  Now  a  fupcrBcial  or  partial  inquiry  into 
a  qucAion  of  accounts,  for  fo  this  was,  appeared  to  him  to  be  an 
abfurdity  upon  the  face  of  it,  and  therefore  he  cOuld  not  vote  for  it. 
He  was  ready,  however,  to  agree  to  any  meafure  that  appeared  to 
him  to  have  a  rational  tendency  to  fupport  public  credit. 

Sir  JOHN  SINCLAIR  faid,  that  the  only  way  which  appeared 
to  him  to  be  rational  in  judging  what  ought  to  be  done  in  future, 
was  to  look  at  what  had  been  done  in  former  times,  for  which  pur- 
pofe he  ihould  dcfire  an  entry  on  the  Journals  to  be  read  before  he 
prefumed  to  trouble  the  Houfe  with  any  opinion  upon  it.  The 
cafe  which  he  referred  to,  was  the  plan  adopted  by  Parliament  for 
reftoring  public  credit  in  1696,  when  the  Bank  ftruggled  under 
fimilar  embarraflments.  Sir  Charles  Montague  was  the  Chancel- 
lor of  the  Exchequer  at  that  period,  and  author  of  the  plan  of  re- 
lief;  and  under  his  prompt  and  vigorous  diredtion,  the  aflPairs  of 
the  Bank  quickly  regained  their  former  (kbility.  A  Committc  \ras 
at  that  time  appointed  to  infpcdl  the  accounts  of  the  Bank,  the 
number  and  extent  of  its  outftanding  engagements,  the  amount  and 
value  of  its  fecuritics,  the  caufcs  of  its  embarraffmcnts,  and  the 
mod  fpeedy  and  efFedual  meafures  to  furmount  them.  Sir  John 
Bowles  brought  up  the  Report  of  tlie  Committee,  which  publicly  dc^ 
tailed  the  various  debit  and  credit  accounts,  by  which  it  Vas  evi- 
dent that  the  Bank  was  in  poffeflion  of  more  than  fufficicnt  pro- 
perty to  juftify  every  demand,  provided  the  temporary,  preffure  for 
cafh  could  be  obviated.  In  confequence  of  the  good  cffedsof  this 
precedent.  Sir  John  Sinclair  could  not  help  agreeing  with  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  near  him  (Mr-  Fox},  that  it  would  be  proper 
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to  purfuc  the  ftcps  of  that  Committee,  by  inquiring  not  only  into 
the  amount  of  the  outftanding  engagements  of  the  Bank,  but  into 
the  amount  of  the  property  alfo,  and  makings  public  report  thereof. 
Having  the  adiantnge  of  the  precedent  which  he  referred  to,  which 
frt)m  his  filence  he  fufpedtcd  his  right  honourable  friend  (Mr.  Pitt) 
had  not,  he  felt  the  neccflity  ©f  extending  the  meafure  of  inquiry. 
We  fhoiild  know  all  the  circumftanccs  that  led  to  that  calamity 
which  we  now  feel.  He  hoped  we  (hould  not  adopt  any  meafure 
by  which  the  character  and  profperity  of  this  country  (hould  be  in- 
jured. There  was  a  confideration  that  appeared  to  him  to  be  of 
great  importance  to  our  welfare,  namely,  that  the  people  of  this 
country  fhould  be  well  affured  of  the  pi?rc  fpirit  and  independence 
of  their  reprefcntatives  in  Parliament.  He  was  confident  that  this 
fubjcc^  had  not  hitherto  been  viewed  in  that  important  manner  to  ^ 
which  it  was  entitled.  He  had  learnt  from  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  that  it  was  the  intention  of  Government  that  the  notes 
of  the  Bank  of  England  fhould  be  received  from  individuals  to  the 
public ;  upon  which  there  was  one  obfervation  which  af>pcared  to 
him  to  be  extremely  neccffarv.  While  the  notes  of  the  Bank  con- 
tinue  in  credit,  they  may  be  received  by  the  public  from  the  indi- 
vidual, and  the  revenue  will  not  fuffer;  but  if  they  (hould  fall  in 
credit,  the  revenue  muft  ncceflarily  be  diminifhed  ;  and  the  lofs  in 
that  refped  will  be  a  lofs  to  the  public  in  the  moft  ferious  way, 
becaufe  it  will  be  fo  much  diminution  to  the  revenue.  The  next 
point  to  be  confidered  was,  Whether  bank  notes  %vere  to  be  confi- 
dered  as  a  legal  tender  from  the  public  to  the  individual  ?  He  was 
really  forry  to  fay,  as  one  who  had  paid  fome  attention  to  Finance, 
that  unlefs  this  was  enabled  by  law,  it  would  be  impoGible  to 
carry  on  public  affairs,  for  there  was  not  fpecie  enough  in  this 
country  to  pay  all  the  public  creditors  ;  therefore,  bank  notes  muft 
go  out  of  the  Exchequer  in  aid  of  the  fpecie,  there  being  "not  enough 
of  it  to  pay  all  the  public  creditors.  The  next  point  of  view  was, 
Whether  bank  notes  Ihould  be  confidered  as  legal  tender  from  one 
individual  to  another.  Unlefs  they  were  fo,  he  was  perfuaded  that 
one  half  of  tlie  public  might  be  fcnt  to  jail  for  debt,  and  the  other 
•half  would  afterwards  become  bankrupts*-  The  moft  important 
light  in  which  thefe  things  (hould  be  confidered  altogether  was, 
the  effcA  which  the  whole  would  have  on  foreigners.  What  in- 
fluence would  be  upon  every  -foreign  commercial  traniadion,  it 
would  be  impofTible  to  calculate.  It  would  alter  the  price  of  every 
commodity  purchafed  of  foreigners  abroad  ;  it  would  afFeS  the  value 
of  every  article  exported  to  foreigners  from  home  ;  it  would  (hake 
the  credit  of  Great  Britain  in  die  fartheftpa  rts  of  RuITia,  and  bt 
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felt  in  the  rcirotell  corners  of  the  earth.     It  would  vat}'  the  courfe 
of  exchange  in  every  mercantile  trnnfadiion,  and  produce  an  aflPcd 
which  the  utmoft  prudence,  wifdom,  and  economy  could  not  be  able 
t )  retrieve  for  centuries  to  come.     Unhappily,  he  feared,   that  fad 
impreffion  had  already  been  made,  and  our  endeavours  to  cflaec  it 
were  applied  too  late.     He  lamented  that  earlier  mcafures  had  not 
been  taken  to  prevent  it,  efpecially  fince  the  danger  had  been  long 
forefcen  ;  but  he  had  the  confcioufnefs  of  having  wafhed  his  hands 
of  it.      He  had  done  his  duty,  which,  though  af  vain  performance, 
gave  him  confolation,  and  he  could  do  no  n\ore  ;  for  he  held  in 
his  hand  the  copy  of  a  letter  which  he  had  written  to  the  Dirediors 
of  the  Bank  fo  long  ago  as  the  1 5th  of  September,   1795,  wherein 
fuch  meafures  were  propofed  as  probably  would  have  prevented  the 
fad  compulfion  they  were  now  reduced  to.     This  letter  fuggeded 
the  propriet}'  of  iflfuing  bank  notes  of  2  and  3I.  value  as  well  as 
notes  for  larger  fums,  that  (hould  not  be  unmediately  converted  to 
fpecie*     Since,  however,  the  Directors  did  not  choofc  to  adopt  any 
meafures  on  that  plan,  and  were  now  unfortunately  driven  to  a 
worfe  alternative,  he  hoped  and  truftcd  that  iPa  Committee  be  ap- 
pointed, it  would  confifl:  of  able  and  indcpendant  men,  and  not  of 
perfons  who  from  their  prejudices,  habits,  or  connexions,  would 
wifti  either  to  fupport  or  oppofe  the  prefcnt  Adminiftration.     Tlaat 
in  their  report  they  would  ftate  the  fuhjcdl  with  truth' and  jufticc. 
He  trulted  alfo,  that  under  proper  management,  we  might  liill  bo 
able  to  extricate  ourfclves  from  our  prcfent  difficulties. 

Mr.  W.  SMITH  declared,  that  he  had  confidcrable  hefitation 
with  regard  lo  the  propriety  of  tpe  meafurc  now  propofed  to  be 
adopted.  He  had  heard  the  idea  (Parted  of  making  bank  notes  a 
legal  tender  in  all  payments  whatfoevCr  ;  but  this,  he  thought,  was 
a  (^ep  that,  could  be  no  ways  warranted  by  fo  fuperficial  an  inquiry 
as  that  which  was  now  propofed.  It  appeared  to  him  that  the  order 
of  Council  to  the  Bank  Diredors  was,  in  fafi,  a  d\tt€t  injury  to 
the  Proprietors  of  the  Bank  of  England.  He  had  not  heard  that 
this  order  liad  been  iifued  in  confequence  of  any  petition  from  the 
Diredlors  or  Proprietors,  requcfting  the  interference  of  the  Legifia- 
ture  to  make  them  bankrupts,  and  then  to  exonerate  them  from  all 
claims  for  having  fo  done;  and  yet,  without  any  application  on  their 
behalf,  this  injury  had,  in  fa£t,  been  done  them  by  the  order  of 
Council.,  It  might  be  inquired,  how  it  came  to  pafs  that  the  re- 
fpedahle  body  of  the  Dire£lors  did  not,  in  the  firft  inihince,  reje£i 
fuch  a  meafure  when  brought  forward  ?  For  his  own  part,  he 
fliould  not  wonder  if  the  Proprietors  at  laige  were  to  demand  of 
the  Directors  how  they  os^me  to  confent  to  fuch  a  meafure.  And 
^hat^  he  fhould  aik,  are  the  f ubfequent  meafures  now  propcfed )- 


Feb. -18.]  DEBATES.  675 

Firft,  the  cxpofure  of  the  whole  concerns  of  the  Bank  of  England 
to  a  fclcA  Committee  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  and,  through 
them,  to  the  Parliament,  and  the  public  at  large ;  and  all  this 
without  the  requeft  of  the  Direftors  of  the  Bank.  Then  with  re- 
gard to  the  fuggeftion  of  holding  forth  a  guarantee  of  the  country 
at  large,  to  an  unlimited  amount,  Mr.  Smith  faid,  he  apprehended 
that  Parliament  had  no  power  to  do  this.  Another  injury  which, 
he  conceived,  the  Corporation  of  the  Bank  Tuftaincd  was,  that  kind 
of  compulfory  partnerfhip  attempted  betwixt  the  Governor  on  one 
hand,  which  he  (hould  confider  as  in  part  infolvent,  and  a  flouriih- 
ing  company  on  the  other,  by  whofe  credit  the  former  wiflied  to 
holftcr  up  their  own.  Such  a  partnerfliip  amongft  individuals 
was  what  neither  he  nor  anv  man  would  wifh  to  have  to  do  with ; 
k  was  that  of  a  man  who  would  firft  compel  him  to  be  a  bankrupt, 
and  then  demand  a  controul  over  his  concerns.  In  what  light,  he 
would  aflc,  would  fuch  condu<^  be  coniidered  betwixt  man  and 
man  ?  would  it  not  firft  create  difguft;  and  then,  if  practicable, 
rcfiftance  r  If  there  were  no  rcfiftance  to  His  Majefty's  Miniftcrs 
on  the  part  of  the  Bank  of  England,  to  what  was  it  to  be  attri- 
buted? Firft,  he  confidercd  it  to  be  owing  to  the  overgrown  in- 
fluence of  Government  in  all  pecuniary  ^concerns  whatever.  It 
wai  alfo  eafy  to  aftign  an  additional  reafon  why  no  remonftrances 
were  prcfentcd  upon  this  occafion.  Every  one  knew  the  difficulty 
in  which  the  whole  commercial  world  had  been  involved,  and  that 
the  want  of  a  circulating  medium  had  only  been  remedied  by  the 
liberal  difcounts  of  the  Bank  of  England.  In  oppofing  a  meafure 
of  this  nature,  no  commercial  man  of  rcfpcdlable'  connedlions.  ii^ 
London  could  ftep  forward  without  being  coniidered  as  a  marked 
charadler,  and  drawing  upon  himfelf  a  degree  of  odium.  Mr. 
Smith  declared,  that  the  motion  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
appeared  to  him  to  be  nugatory  and  illufive.  For  his  own  part, 
he  would  much  fooner  take  the  word  of  the  Dircftors  themfelves, 
rcfpedifng  the  prefent  ftatc  of  their  affairs,  than  any  partial  re- 
port of  the  Committee  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons. 

Lord  WYCOMBE  faid,  it  was  with  very  deep  concern  he  rc- 
fle£ted  that  the  greater  part  of  the  fpeeches  he  had  heard  upon  this 
Aibjc£l  would  liave  no  better  effect  out  of  doors  than  the  meafuro 
which  was  before  them*.  Much  as  the  Crown  had  loft  in  conteft  with 
foreign  enenues,  it  had  gained  and  triumphed  over  the  rights  and 
liberties,  and  facrificcd  the  intcrefts  of  its  Britifh  (ubjedls.  The 
Houfe  had  proceeded  upon  every  thing  juft  as  the  Minifter  had 
fhcught  fit  to  propofe  for  fome  time.  In  their  proceedings  for  the  laft 
four  years,  arid  more  particularly  of  the  bft  twj,  they  had  been 
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quite  unmindful  of  the  public  rights  and  privileges  of  the  people* 
They  had  availed  themfelvcs  of  the  public  torpor,  and  the  public 
ignorance,  to  deprive  them  of  their  dcarcft  rights  They  had  in 
their  inquifitorial  funflions  over  the  executive  pow«r  beenfo  indolent, 
encroachment  upon  popular  rights  fo  adtive,  that  the' poor  were  fa 
taxed  and  (hackled,  as  to  have  nothing  left  that  was  worth  regard- 
ing ;  and  the  ricli  were  cnly  waitin^j  for  an  opportunity  to  fee  peace 
'  reftored,  in  order  tliat  thty  might  feck  their  enjoyments  in  another 
country.  Of  the  prefent  Parliament  it  became  him  to  fay  nothing. 
He  (liould  not  have  troubled  the  Houfe  with  one  word  on  this  oc- 
caficn,  if  he  were  not  convinced  of  the  neccffity  of  fomething  be- 
ing done  from  a  recent  inftance  of  what  had  happened.  He  was 
alarmed  indeed  at  the.  confcqucnce  to  which  this  meafure  was  lead- 
ing us.  He  had  long  thought  very  unfavourably  of  the  affairs  of 
this  country  ;  but  he  did  not  think  that  fo  very  foon  after  the  con- 
cluHon  of  a  treaty  of  negotiation,  which  was  not  a  trial  for  peace, 
but  a  trial  of  fkill  between  the  parties,  where  the  only  point  ia 
difpute  was,  which  of  the  parties  (hould  furnifli  the  bcft  apology 
for  the  continuance  of  the  war  ;  he  could  not  think,  he  faid,  tint 
Minifters  would  fo  foon  have  brought  on  the  ruin  of  this  country. 
He  (hould  hardly  have  thought  that  Minifters  would  have  in-r 
fifted  on  Belgium,  at  the  Jine  qua  non  of  peace,  and  that  the  public 
credit  of  this  country  was  to  be  the  price  of  their  obftinacy  in  this 
particular.  The  meafure  now  before  the  Houfe  might  be  jui^ifiable, 
becaufe  it  might  be  indifpcnfable  on  other  grounds,  but  he  could 
not  help  regretiing  the  dark  and  finifler  manner  in  which  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  brought  it  forward.  It  was  not 
fit  that  the  public  ihould  be  kept  in  fufpence.  It  would  ill  become 
the  Houfe  to  take  ftcps  in  the  dark.  If  he' had  reafon  to  believe 
that  the  fufpcnfion  of  payment  enjoined  by  the  Privy  Council  was 
necclTary  for  public  purpofcs,  and  he  had  reafon  to  believe  it  was 
intended  to  purfue  this  ftcp  to  remove  a  public  prc(Ture  at  homc» 
he  (hould  have  lio  objeCli(;n  to  accede  to  it,  but  as  he  was  inclined 
to  fear,  from  various  circumdances,  from  the  fcandalous  treaty  with 
the  Landgrave  of  Hc^fe  Darmftadf,  that  all  this  was  intended 
merely  to  cover  a  deflgn  of  fending  money  to  the  continent  to  carry 
on  the  war,  he  was  bound  in  duty  to  give  it  his  negative.  If  he 
thought  that  any  thing,  by  way  of  relieving  this  country,  was  fc- 
rioufly  intendcil  by  it,  he  (hould,  to  make  it  in  his  opinion  eflTc^ualy 
move  an  amendment  upon  it ;  but  as  he  thought  it  bad  ab  initio^  he 
muft  oppofc  it.  Tlie  Hout'c  (hould  refled:!  on  the  evils  which  fuch 
a  meafure  as  this  would  not  fail  to  produce.  It  would  le(fen  the 
value  of  paper  currency  of  the  kingdom.  He  hs^d  fcep  the  mifcrj: 
^hich  that  had  produced  in  Qthcr  parts  of  th^  iBVorld^  by  nuiii^ 
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moft  rapidly  the  price  of  all  provifions,  and  bringing  on  a  train  of 
mifery  with  which  that  Houfc  was  unacquainted. 

Mr.  POLLEN  rofe,  and  fpoke  to  this  eflcA  : 

**  Mr.  Speiaker>  I  do  not  make  any  apology  to  the  Hoafc  (or 
engaging  their  attention  at  this  important  moment,  fincc,  bccaufe  it 
IS  important,  I  feel  that  every  man  fhould  utter  the  idi*as  wiJch 
occur  to  him.  A  right  honourable  gentleman  has  drawn  a  cc^ro- 
parifon  between  the  glorious  period  of  Lord  Chatham's  Ad  mini  ^ra- 
tion and  the  prefent  cmbarraffed  and  gloomy  circumftanccs  of  his 
fon's  miniftry  ;  and  he  has  faid,  that  even  to  that  Lord  Chatham 
he  would  not  have  given  his  confidence  without  particular  inquiiy 
into  his  condufl  and  meafures.  Now,  Sir,  I  confcfs  that  my  idea 
of  confidence  difl^er  from  that  of  the  right  honourable  Member,  and 
that  when  able  defigns  in  theory  and  uniform  fuccefs  in  practice  g3 
hand  in  hand,  you  .can  have  no  caufe  for  fufpicion,  and  therefore  none 
for  inquiry.  But,  Sir,  when  I  look  at  the  prefent  ftate  of  this 
country  ;  when  I  behold  the  public  curiofity  awakened  into  an 
order  to  grafp  the  caufe  of  its  difficulties,  and  to  difcovcr  whence  it 
arifes  that  Great  Britain,  once  fo  powerful  at  fea,  once  fo  rich  in 
manufadlures,  once  fo  abounding  in  wealth,  fhould  now  be  infulted 
in  its  navy,  finking  in  its  trade,  and  diAionoured  in  its  credit;  I 
fay,  Sir,  an  inquiry  (hould  be  made,  and  a  moft  accurate  inquiry 
too,  or  I  very  much  fear  the  confequences  of  public  di(ratisfa<9iort 
at  ignorance  which  may  be  removed.  Few  circumftanccs  could 
diftrefs  me  more  than  to  believe,  that  His  Majefty's  Minifters, 
'whofe  abilities  I  have  been  accuftomcd  to  admire,  and  int^rity  to 
revere,  fhould  be  found  culpable  in  the  difcharge  of  their  duty. 
Indeed,  Sir,  I  do  not  believe  it  ;  and  on  this  account,  therefore,  i 
am  mor^  anxious  that  the  inquiry  fhould  take  place,  net  doubting 
that  they  will  not  be  found  wanting  in  the  balance :  if  they  are,  I 
ihall  certainly  remove  with  as  much  determination  as  I  have  given 
them  my  fupport  ^  and  on  thefe  grounds  I  think  myfelf  bound  to 
vote  for  the  amendment." 

Mr.  CHARLES  YORKE  was  doubtful  whether  or  not  he 
(hould  vote  for  an  unlimited  inquiry.  He  apprehended  that  fuch 
an  inquiry  muft  in  its  nature  be  tedious  ;  and  delay,  under  the  pre- 
fent urgency  of  circumftanccs,  might  have  the  moft  fatal  ccnfe-t 
quences.  No  time  was,  therefore,  k>  be  loft ;  but  if  the  Com- 
mittee required  farther  powers,  farther  powers  niight  be  granted, 
when  the  neccffity  of  them  fhould  appear.  He  would  refrain  from 
>ny  oppofition  that  might  obftruft  and  retard  a  fpecdv  report. 

Mr.  WILBER FORCE  BIRD  faid,  that  as  fuon  as  he  heard 
of  the  order  of  the  Privy  Council,  he  was  filled  with  alarm  for  the 
iituation  of  manufai^uifiers,  and  inftantly  waited  on  the  Bank  Di- 
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seSbots,  in  the  anxious  hope  that  feme  referve  had  been  made  in  h- 
vour  of  that  ufeful  and-induftrious  dcfcriptibn  of  men.  But  much 
to  his  concern^  he  found  that  no  fuch  referve  had  been  made.  He 
had  the  honour  to  reprefent  a  manufaiSluring  town ;  and  he  had  in- 
ftrudlions  from  his  conftituenta  to  inquire  what  method  would  be 
lecommended  to  enable  them  to  carry  on  their  bufincfs»  and  to 
anfwer  the  many  demands  to  which  it  naturally  expofed  them.  He 
did  not  intend  to  put  any  trifling  or  unneceffary  queftion,  with  a 
view  to  embarrafs  Miniders,  but  in  the  dcfire  to  obviate  the  diffi^ 
culties  in  which  manufacturers  mud  be  involved,  and,  by  a  timdy 
removal  of  diem^  to  promote  and  fccure  the  peace  and  tranquillity 
of  the  country.  And^  indeed,  no  method  (hould  be  left  untried; 
that  could  tend  tocompofe  the  public  mind,  which  was  confideiabiy 
agitated  by  the  prefent  afpe6t  of 'affairs.  He  truded  little,  or  not  at 
all,  to  any  financial  fkiil  of  his  own  ;  but  he  relied  much  on  what 
had  fallen  from  an  honourable  Baronet  (Sir  John  Sinclair),  whofe 
deep  information  in  this  and  every  other  branch  of  ufeful  know- 
ledge, was  generally^  and  defervedly  acknowledged  ;  our  fyAem  of 
finance,  the  worthy  Baronet  conceived,  might  be  materially  oor- 
reded  and  improved,  and  with  a  view  to  that  improvement  he 
would  vote  for  the  general  inquiry,  unlefs  fome  convincing  reafons 
were  brought  forward  to  induce  him,to  alter  his  opinion.  A  ru- 
mour had  gone  abroad,  that  it  was  the  intention  of  the  Bank  to  iffue 
lh»ll  notes,  of  one  and  two  guineas  each,  and  he  was  exceedingly 
folicitous  to  know  if  the  rumour  had  any  foundation,  as  fuch  an  ex- 
pedient, if  put  in  pra£tice,  would  confiderably  quiet  the  alarm  that 
prevailed  in  manufaduring  towns,  and  enable  manufacturers  to  an- 
fwer the  many  .claims  that  are  continually  made  on  them. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,'that  the  uigency  of  providing  for 
the  neceffity  of  fmall  payments,  had  fuggelled  the  idea  of  d<Hng 
Ibmething  with  this  view.  The  Bank,  therefore,  in  contemplation 
of  the  proclamation,  had  intended  to  iflue  fmall  notes,  and  he 
hoped  this  might  be  done  in  a  few  days.  It  was  not,  however, 
quite  clear  whetfier,  by  law,  any  notes  below  5I.  could  be  ifliied. 
This  appeared  fo  limple  a  point,  that  he  was  convinced  the  Houfo 
would  be  of  opinion  that  this  circumftance  ought,  as  little  as  poffible, 
to  delay  the  convenience  wanted.  It  was  therefore  his  intention, 
before  the  Houfe  feparated,  to  meve  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  billj 
which  might  be  carried  throu^  veiy  quickly,  to  enable  the  Bank  to 
iflue  notes  below  5I.  value. 

Sir  WILLIAM  PULTENEY  faid,  that  the  order  of  CouncH 
which  Miiufters  had  thought  proper  to  iflue,  had  pvtn  rife  to  jufi 
alarm.  He  gave  them  credit,  however,  for  having  fbfpeedily  laid 
before  the  Houfe  a  meafure  of  this  importance.     He  confidcred  the 
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ftate  of  the  country  as  in  reality  no  worfe  in  confequence  of  the 
j)refent  ftep,  provided  wife  nieafures  were  taken  upon  it.     The 
ftoppage  of  payment  in  cafh  was  not  to  be  held  as  a  permanent 
fyftem,  but  merely  as  the  alternative  adopted  under  the  preiTure  of 
the  moment.     l*hc  motives,  however,  affigned  by  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer,  did  not  fatisfy  him  that  it  was  to  be  only  for  a 
limited  time.      Indeed  it  was  impoflible  to  think  of  it  as  a  meafure 
to  be  continued.     There  was,  indeed,  a  great  dilFerence  between 
the  meafure  itfelf  and  the  continuance  of  it.     In  the  year  1793  . 
the  Newca(^le  banks  had  declared  as  now,  that  they  muft  Aop  the 
payment  of  their  notes  in  ca(h,  under  the  preflurc  of  a  temporary 
fcarcity  ;  but  they  foon  obtained  the  ncceflary  fupply,  and  went  oii 
again  as  before.     This  would  happen  in  the  prefent  inftance,  for 
the  Bank  Dire£lors  were  known  to  be  refponfible.     Such  was  the 
cafe  of  the  Bank,  and  fuch  would  be  the  event  if  wife  meafures 
were  taken  to  fupply  the  demand.     It  was, notorious  to  every  body 
that  the  Bank  had  not  always  beiide  them  the  ca(h  for  all  the  notes 
they  iflfued  ;  for  if  they  had,  why  iflue  notes  at  all  ?  it  could  ferve 
no  purpofc.     The  Bank  merely  kept  what  was  conceived  to  be 
neceffary.     They  had  value,  however,  in  good  bills,  or  otherwife, 
for  all  the  notes  they  ilfucd,  and  money  was  wiihin  their  reach.    It 
was  impoflible,   however,  that  when  an  extraordinary  run,  arifing 
from  any  particular  circumftances,  came  upon  them  at  once,  that 
they  could  immediately  anfwcr  it,  but  they  would,  doubtlcis,  be 
able  to  anfwer  all  demands.     This  ought  to  be  fully  known,  and 
to  be  properly  confidered.     Still,  however,  the  caufcs  which  had 
contributed  to  place  the  Bank  in  this  lituation  ought  to  be  afcer- 
tained.     Such  a  meafure  as  that  adopted  by  Adminiftration  might 
do  no  harm  for\}nce ;  but  if  fuch  a  cafe  again  occurred,  it  would 
be  no  joke.     It  was  therefore  highly  neceflary  to  inquire  into  the 
caufes,  and  in  future  they  might  be  prevented.     The  plan  of  the 
inquiry  propofed  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  was  not 
enough.     Partial  reports  from  the  Committee  would  not  be  fuf- 
ficient.     To  prevent  the  fame  dilemma  from  recurring  was  the 
great  point.     He  was  convinced,  and  he  did  not  fay  it  vaguely, 
that  there  were  means  to  prevent  it.     But  the  caufes  ought  td  be 
fully  known.     He  did  not  think  the  .caufe  of  fuch  a  kind  as  ought 
not  to  be  divulged.     No  mifchief  could  arife  from  a  full  inveftiga- 
tion.     The  meafure  of  refufing  the  payments  in  cafli  muft  be  for  a 
ihort  time,  or  the  confequences  would  be  fatal.     In  France,  on 
account  of  an  occafional  preflfure,  the  bankers  joined  in  application 
i9\ih  iht  catffi  iTffcamfte,  thzt  they  might  not  be  obliged  to  pay 
their  notes  in  ca(h,  which  gave  a  blow  to  their  paper  money,  which 
it  never  lecovcred.     Thb  tncafuip  was  merly  calculated  for  the 
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onergency  of  the  occafion.  It  was  certain  that  the  country  could 
not  ftand  if  the  credit  of  the  £ank  was  Hiaken  ;  it  was  therefore  ne- 
ccflary  to  protedl  its  (lability^  and  by  a  full  inquiry  into  the  caufes 
which  had  led  to  this  iituation,  to  guard  againft  the  danger,  of  its 
again  recurring.  With  regard  to  the  caufc,  he  thought  he  knew 
where  it  lay ;  but  he  fliould  fay  a  few  words  with  regard  to  the 
exportation  of  fpecie  and  bullion  to  the  Emperor.  In  fad,  the 
exigence  of  paper  money  made  the  exportation  of  fpccic  neceffary. 
What  was  thus  put  out  of  circulation  muft  go  fomcwhere.  It  was 
impoflible  to  prevent  the  exportation  of  fpecie  and  bullion.  Spain 
and  Portugal  were  indances ;  and  if  the  prohibition  were  complied 
with,  they  would  feci  its  bad  efFeds.  Induftry,  agriculture,  manu* 
Closures,  were  the  true  riches  of  a  country,  and  would  always  com- 
nand  a  fufficient  fupply  of  the  precious  metals. 

Mr.  HUSSEY  faid,  that  the  honourable  Baronet  had  made 
fcvcral  obfervations  about  the  cart)  kept  by  the  Bank,  and  the  con- 
fequences  of  exportation;  but  would  the  honourable  Baronet  fay, 
that  the  advances  made  to  the  Emperor  would  return  in  two  months 
to  fupply  the  demand  for  cafli  which  might  come  upon  .the  Bank  ? 
Bat,  in  fadl,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  and  not  the  Bank 
themfelves,  had  occafioned  the  meafurc  of  flopping  their  payments 
in  cafli.  It  was  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  who  iropofcd 
upon  them  this  fatal  order.  Let  him  pay  to  them  all  the  money 
they  had  advanced,  and  then  the  difficulty  would  ceafe.  The 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had,  in  fa£^,  laid  his  rapacious  hands 
(he  was  not  fond  of  harfti  epithets,  but  it  was  juftiBed  by  the  truth) 
upon  the  fums  dcftined  for  the  payment  of  the  public  creditor.  He 
knew  that  the  public  creditors  had  been  refufed  their  juft  demands. 
He  had  witneffed  the  truth  of  this  woeful  circumdances  himfelf. 
He  had  been  told  by  a  perfon  who  had  applied  for  payment,  that 
in  payment  of  a  fum  of  23I.  three  pounds  in  cafh  had  been 
offered,  and  the  reft  only  in  notes.  Such  a  melancholy  day  as  diis 
for  England  he  had  hoped  never  to  live  to  fee.  Lst  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  pay  the  ten  millions  Government  owed  the 
Bank,  and  then  it  would  be  able  to  fulBl  all  its  engagements.  It 
was  not  that  the  Bank  was  unable  to  fatisfy  its  creditors,  but  it  was 
the  continued  demand  of  money  to  feed  the  expenc^s  of  this  ruinaus 
and  difaftrous  war,  which  rendered  it  unjuft  to  thofe  who  depended 
upon  its  credit.  It  was  not  the  Bank,  but  the  Minifter  who  had 
adopted  this  meafure,  in  order  that  he  might  be  fupplied  with  mooey, 
which  he  fquandered^or  the  ruin,  not  for  the  advantage  of  his 
country.  Taxes  were  eftabliOied  for  the  payment  of  the  public 
creditor  ;  but  what  were  thofe  to  think  who  were  called  upon  to  pay 

^pe(;ie,  when  they  knew  that  the  public  creditpr  was  to  be  pfludy 
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not  in  mone/y  but  in  paper.  It  was  idle  in  the  extreme  ;  it  was 
deluding  the  people  to  talk  of  a  Committee  fuch  as  that  propofed. 
This  was  mere  mockery.  Inftead  of  fuch  idle  fluff  as  this,  let  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Excfiequcr  raife  money,  and  pay  off  the  ten  mil- 
lions due  to  the  Bank,  arid  then  every  thing  would  go  fmoothly : 
this  was  the  proper  way  to  aS  with  eftedi.  Paper  money,  when 
forced  as  payment,  muft  ncccffarily  be  depreciated.  The  country 
had  already  been  called  upon  to  come  forward  to  affift  the  wants  of 
the  State,  and  he  himfetf  had  been  one  of  thofe  fimplctons  who 
came  forward  on  the  o€ca(ion.  Let  ten  millioas  be  again  raifed  in 
the  fame  manner  to  difcharge  the  arrears  due  to  the  Bank,  and  every 
thing  would  refume  its  ufual  courfe.  The  Bank  had  enough  to 
fatisfy  all  demands,  if  thofe  on  whom  it  had  made  advances, 
that  is,  the  Government,  were  to  pay  what  they  have  contraded- 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,*that  he  had  been  called  upon  fo 
immediately  by  the  honourable  Baronet,  and  the  gentleman  who 
had  juft  fat  down,  that  he  hoped  for  the  indulgence  of  the  Houfe 
while  he  made  a  few  obfervations  in  reply,  which  was  the  more 
neceffary  as  fo  much  mifconception  was  evident  in  the  nrianner  in 
which  the  fubjeft  had  been  taken  up.  The  honourable  Baronet  was 
ialarmed  at  the  way  in  which  the  propofal  was  conceived,  as  it  im- 
plied that  the  meafurc  was  to  be  permanent.  He  could  affurc  the 
Houfe,  however,  that  nothing  could  be  farther  from  his  intention. 
So  much  the  contrary,  that  he  had  not  the  fmalleft  objection  that  a 
limited  time  (hould  be  fixed  ;  and  the  words  from  which  the  con- 
clufion  of  its  continuation  was  inferred,  had  been  introduced  folely 
in  this  view.  The  mcafure  which  it  had  been  judged  proper  to 
take,  and  which  had  given  rife  to  the  order  of  Council,  was  one, 
however,  which,  while  it  continued,  ought  to  have  the  fan6tton  of 
legiflative  Authority.  This  was  the  reafon  which  urged  him  to  Am- 
plify and  to  accelerate  the  inquiry  upon  which  the  Houfe  was  called 
upon  to  decide.  It  was  a  meaTure  which  required  the  utnrK>(l 
promptitude.  Whatever  inquiries  it  might  be  afterwards  thought 
iadvifeable  to  purfue ;  whatever  retrofpe6t  of  paft  events  might  be 
made,  and  whatever  remedies  might  be  fuggefted  by  a  general  con* 
iideration  of  future  contingencies,  the  prefcnt  meafures  required  an 
inveftigation  lefs  extenfive,  and  a  decifion  more  expeditious.  The 
queftion  for  the  Houfe  at  prefcnt  was,  whether  they  wiflied  a  mea- 
fure  which  was  conceived  neceff:iry  to  remain  fo  long  as  the  extended 
inquiry  would  demand,  without  the  fandion  of  legiflative  autho« 
rity  ?  If  they  were  of  opinion  that,  in  the  prefent  circumflances,  it 
would  not  be  proper  to  leave  it  without  that  fan^lion,  they  ought  to 
narrow  the  inquiry.     With  refpe6t  to  the  caufes  which  produc 
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the  neceflity  of  the  meafure,  opinions  would  be  as  difllerent  as  the 
fentimtnts  of  individuals.  He  was  ready  to  fay,  however,  that  the 
Auflrian  loan,  though  one  of  the  caufes  which  might  influence  the 
great  events  which  operated  on  our  fituation,  was  not  the  immediate 
caufe  to  which  the  neceflity  was  to  be  afcribed.  Was  it  neceflfary 
to  go  into  fo  cxtenfive  a  field  of  inquiry  to  afcertain  whether  a  fpe- 
cific  meafure,  already  found  neceflfary,  was  to  be  faniSiioned  for  a 
limited  time  by  Icgiflative  authority  ?  The  inquiry  which  was 
moft  prafticable  was  certainly  at  prcfent  that  which  was  moft  pru- 
dent. The  caufes  which  may  have  contributed  to  produce  this  fitu- 
ation, tlie  remedies  that  may  be  applied  to  obviate  its  bad  eflfeds, 
and  the  means  which  may  be  adopted  to  prevent  its  taking  place  in 
future,  were  confiderations  undoubtedly  of  the  highed  magnitude 
and  importance ;  but  they  were  lefs  urgent  than  the  immediate  in- 
quiry he  had  propofed,  becaufe  they  might  be  poilponed  without  in* 
convenience  :  they  would  afford  room  for  calm  and  temperate  de* 
liberation:  they  would  be  difcufled  to  greater  advantage  after  a 
paufe  of  refiedion,  and  with  the  coolncfs  of  the  underfbnding, 
inftead  of  being  taken  up  in  the  firfl  ebullition  of  paflion,  and  in 
the  warmth  of  immature  confidcration.  The  honourable  gentle- 
man wiflied  to  know  what  was  die  caufe  of  the  meafure  which  it 
was  judged  prudent  to  adopt.  He  would  take  the  liberty  to- fay, 
that  the  fudden  drain  upon  the  metropolis  was  unconneAed  with 
any  circumflances  which  could  infer  either  the  deficiency  of  the 
Bank,  or  the  unprofperous  fituation  of  the  Countr)'.  The  rate  of 
f(?reign  exchanges  never  were  more  flouriflilng  than  at  this  moment. 
Tlie  ncccflSty  of  the  meafure  originated  in  a  fudden  demand  beyond 
the  ufual  average.  With  regard  to  the  quantities  of  money  ex- 
ported, and  the  remittances  received,  it  was  a  point  which  the 
Houfc  could  afcertain  by  a  motion  of  their  own  better  than  by  any 
queftion  to  him.  This  run  might  have  occafioned  a  demand, 
which,  when  connected  with  the  alarm  which'  prevailed,  would  have 
produced  the  worft  cfFccSs,  and  reduced  the  country  to  a  very  dan- 
gerous fituation.  The  fhort  queftion  for  the  Houfe,  however, 
w:i8,  to  prove  the  reality  of  the  fituation  which  had  produced  the 
order  of  Council.  The  caufes  would  be  fo  diflirently  viewed  ac- 
cording to  political  and  commercial  opinions  of  men,  that  they  more 
properly  belonged  to  future  difcuflion.  The  inquiry  immediately 
rclatirjg  to  the  point  before  the  Houfc  was  urged  in  the  firft  inftance 
by  every  confidcmtion  of  public  intcreft  and  public  duty.  With 
regaitf  to  the  obfcrvation  of  the  honourable  gentleman,  "  pay  the 
^•-V,  what  they  have  advanced,  and  they  will  be  able  to  anfwer 
demands,"  it  wai  founded  entirely  on  miftakc.  Did  the 
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honourable  gentleman  imagine  that  the  Bank  advanced  their  fpccie 
to  Government ;  or  that  he,  with  rapacious  hand,  had  feized  upon 
fo  much  money  vls  he  had  mentioned  ?  By  far  the  greater  part  of 
that  fum  was  floating  advances,  not  now  made  for  the  firft  time ; 
jior  was  there  more  now  outftanding  than  had  been  upon  many  oc- 
cafions  before  he  came  into  office  at  all.  The  advances  were  com- 
monly  made  in  notes,  and  paid  in  the  fame  manner ;  unlefs  the 
Bank  had  no  other  advances  but  thofe  to  Government ;  and  unlefs 
thefe  occafioned  an  iffue  of  their  paper,  inferring  a  demand  for 
fpecic  which  otherwife  would  not  have  taken  place,  it  could  not  be 
faid  that  the  advances  to  Government  could  in  any  view  produce  the 
difficulties  of  the  Bank  for  cafh.  It  was  not  impoffible  that,  upon 
foroe  future  occafion,  a  loan  might  be  required,  for  the  pu'rpofe  of 
taking  up  thefe  floating  advances ;  but,  did  the  honourable  gentle- 
man conceive  that  fuch  a  loan  could  be  in  fpecie  r  This  was  not 
the  moment,  in  the  midft  of  thefe  embarraflments,  to  propofe  fuoh 
a  loan  ;  and,  though  it  were  tranlaftcd,  it  could  not  fupply  the  Bank 
with  a  fingle  additional  guinea  ip  cafh.  Surely  it  would  not  he 
propofcd  to  give  up  the  inquiry  into  the  meafure  which  he  had 
brought  forward,  and,  inftead  of  it,  require  him  to  borrow  money  for 
fuch  purpofcs,  and  with  fuch  expcflations  as  this.  The  honourable 
gentleman  fupp<jfcd  that  taxes  were  paid  in  i^:>ecie,  and  that  the 
public  creditor,  on  the  other  hand,  was  not  to  be  paid  at  all.  The 
public  creditor,  however,  like  every  other  pcrfon,  often  received 
notes  inftead  of  cafh.  Upon  fuch  a  queftion  as'  this,  it  was  proper 
to  look  at  general  uf:»ge.  It  was  a  fadV  well  known,  that  loans 
were  often  advanced  without  any  expe6>ation  of  being  paid  in 
fpccic ;  ftor  could  the  Bank  ever  have  it  in  contemplation,  that 
every  quarterly  dividend  was  to  be  paid  in  cafh  ;  nor  did  they  form 
their  arrangements  upon  tliat  fuppofuion.  All  the  receipt  of  the 
revenue  paper  was  taken  in  the  fame  manner.  The  obfervations 
of  the  honourable  gentlenun  were  entirely  founded  in  miilake ; 
and,  as  he  hoped  he  was  guided  by  motives  of  candour,  he  would 
be  aware  of  die  falfe  grounds  on  which  he  had  formed  his  conclu* 
lions.  He  (hould  repeat,  therefore,  tliat  the  inquiry  which  wa 
ncceflary  to  be  entered  upon  at  prefcnt  was  comprehended  in  hi 
original  propofal ;  whatever  went  beyond  that  object  might,  wid 
much  greater  advantage,  be  referred  to  a  future  opportunity. 

Mr.  CUR  WEN  faid,  that  this  was  another  rafti  endeavour  o 
the  part  of  the  Miniftcr  to  delude  the  country.     He  had  really  ex 
ped)ed  that  he  would  have  flopped  before  he  had  proceeded  to  thi 
fati'i  extremity.     The  arguments  of  the  Minifters  at  this  time 
izy  were  a  mOckcry  of  their  feelings  and  undcrflandings  ^  he  fifi 
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hat  paper  was  in  coipjnon  ufagc  taken  by  the  public  creditor  ; 
)ut,  good  God,  was  not  the  cafe  now  widely  different,  when  paper 
ould  no  longer  be  converted  into  ca(h  at  pleafure  i    It  was  now 
ndeed  the  duty  of  all  to  endeavour  to.  fave  the  country,  and  to 
)roportion  their  efforts  to  the  danger  which  threatened.     Let  the  ' 
Vfiniftcr  fay  pl^nly  what  is  the  real  fituation  of  the  country  ;  it 
vas  evident  that  when  wages  were  paid  to  manufadurers  and  la- 
bourers, the  value  of  (ilver  would  rife,  and  the  price  of  articles  of 
ronfumption  increafe.     Now  in  a  nnoment  fo  critical  as  this,  every 
notive  but  that  of  faving  the  country  (hould  be  laid  afide ;  furely 
here  was  little  gratification  now  offered  to  ambition.     No  inan 
:ould  envy  the  fituation  of  the  Minifter. '   He  really  felt  for  the 
right  honourable  gentleman^s  fituation,  but  he  felt  more  for  that  of 
he  country.     The  Houfe  ought  to  examine  into  our  fituation  with 
:he   moft  fcrutinizing  accuracy,  and  ftep  in  to  refcue  the  nation 
from  ruin.      It  was  not  now  the  downfall  of  a  Minifter,  but  it 
wras  the  fafety  of  the  country  that  was  at  ftake.     If  property  was  to 
be  overturned,  the  men  of  property  would  be  buried  in  its  ruins, 
and  thofe  who  had  been  foremoft  in  oppofition  to  the  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman,  perhaps  would  not  be  the  laft  facrifices.     If 
the  country  was  ftill  blind  to  its  own  fituation,  their  reprefentatives, 
who  had  been  entruftcd  with  the  charge  of  watching  over  its  in- 
terefts,  ought  to  recall  all  their  vigilance  on  fo  important  an  oc*^^ 
cafion,  and  exert  thcmfelves  to  encounter  the  florm  and  carry  into 
port  the  veffel  of  the  ftate.     Minifters  might  be  aflfured  that  the 
Country  feels  their  corruption  and  mifmanagement.     Convinced 
as  he  was  of  the  loyalty  of  the  people,  and  their  attachment  to  the 
Conftitutlon,  he  defircd  Minifters  to  beware  how  they  tried   thefc 
fentiments  too  far.     There  was  a  point  beyond  which  they  would 
ot  bear.  .  The  Houfe  muft  now  adt  with  firmnefs.     They  muft 
ifpl^yy  not  confidence,  but  exertion.  Unlefs  the  Houfe  made  a  de- 
:ided  ftand,  the  Country  would  be  ruined. 

Mr.  BRANDLING  mentioned  fome  circumftances  concerning. 
:he  Newcaftle  Bank  which  had  a  run  on  it  a  few  years  ago,  but 
Yas  fupported  in  its  credit  by  a  voluntary  affocjation  of  gentlemen. 
Mri  BASTARD  faid,  that  the  partial  inquiry  propofed  by  the 
hancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  would  do  much  harm  rather  than 
roduce  good.  It  was  his  opinion  that  the  Bank  needed  no  fup- 
l^rt ;  but  if  the  ftate  of  the  Bank  was  to  be  invef^gated,  was  it  not 
if  much  greater  importance  to  know  the  fhtc  of  the  country  ?  Par-, 
^jament  ought  to  regain— he  could  ufe  no  other  word — Patnameot 
.light  tp  regain  the  confidence  of  the  country.  '  If  the  peopleh  ad 
I  — cj-ncc  in  Pariian^ent,  then  there  mufl  be  an  end  of  it,     t^ 
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necciTaiyy  the  Committee^  in  proceeding-  to  the  extended  inquirf 
\i'hich  the  Country  demanded,  might  firft  report  with  regard  to  the 
fubjcft  which  was  ftated  to  be  fo  urgent.  In  the  prefent  {ituation 
of  affairs,  evci-y  little  confideration  and  individual  attachment  ought 
to  be  given  up.  They  ought  to  combine  to  apply  a  powerful  re- 
medy. •  They  muftcontroul  the  conduS  of  Minlftcrs,  be  whodiej 
may.  They  ought  to  cut  off  that  prodigality  and  profufion  which 
had  prevailed)  and  to  re-eftabli(h  that  economy  which  had  been 
neglefted.  They  ought  to  fee  that  the  money  raifcd  for  the  pub-? 
lie  fervice  was  fpirly  applied.  They  mud  employ  ib-ong  meafures^ 
but  they  muft  retrench,  they  rauft  regulate,  they  muft  controul« 
Without  this  there  was  no  hope.  Without  fairly  examining  into 
our  iituation,  there  was  no  chance  of  falvation. 

Mr.  DENT  itated,  that  nothing  but  perfonal  animolity  ha4 
paiTed  in  the  debate,  from  Which  he  inferred,  that  the  Ins  wanted 
to  keep  in,  and  the  Outs  to  get  in.  With  regard  to  the  queflion 
of  inquiry,  he  thought,  fo  far  from  being  attended  with  good,  it 
would  do  infinite  harm.  The  Bank  was  equal  to  all  fair  de- 
mands that  could  come  againft  it,  though  not  prepared  to  anfwer 
an  extraordinary  exigency,  whether  arifing  from  the  preflurc  of  the 
war,  or  other  occafions — ^a  war  not  entered  into  by  tins  country  from 
choice,  but  a  war  wantonly  made  againft  us  by  a  people  who  had 
denied  the  exiftence  of  a  Being. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  faid,  that  after  thelaft  fpcech  of  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  he  had  been  extremely  impatient  in  reply. 
He  had  been  very  ready,  however,  to  give  way  to  other  gentlemen 
who  wifhed  to  deliver  their  opinions,  with  the  mod  of  which  he 
had  been 'extremely  pleafcd.  He  would  have  regretted,  particu- 
larly, had  he  prevented  the  honourable  gentleman  oppoflte  to  him 
(Mr.  Dent)  from  favouring  the  Houfe  with  the  obfervations  thqr 
had  juft  now  heard.  The  honourable  gentleman  began  with  la- 
menting the  fcurrilous  mode  in  which  the  debate  had  been  con- 
ducted on  both  (ides  of  the  Houfe,  and  by  way  of  a  leffon  of  po- 
litenefs,  he  added  that  he  believed  the  motive  of  one  fide  was  to 
keep  in,  whereas  the  other  was  to  get  into  place.  A  very  defirable 
obje&  to  be  furc  in  the  prefent  fiate  of  public  affairs  !  He  farther 
told  them  that  they  were  engaged  in  a  war  againft  an  epemy  who 
denied  the  exiHence  of  a  Being,  and  who  acknowledged  nothing, 
cither  divine  or  human.  The  phrafeology  was  very  Orange^  Mr. 
Sheridan  fuppofed,  however,  tliat  he  meant  the  French  were  a  na- 
tion of  AthtiAs.  Suppofing  even  that  they  were,  he  by  no  means 
copceived  that  this  operated  as  an  apology  for  the  unexampled  pro- 
digality with  which  the  wa^  was  connected  }  on  the  control  he 
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believed  that  an  Atheift  might  be  (hot  at  as  little  expcncc  as  a  ChriC- 
tain.  'After  adverting  to  Mr.  Dent's  fpcech  in  a  ftrain  of  plca- 
^rntry,  Mr.  Sheridan  profefled  his  fatisfadion  in  agreeing  with 
inoft  of  the  obfervations  of  the  gentlemen  to  whom  he  had  given 
Way.  There  certainly  was  no  moment  in  which  the  Britilh  Houfe 
of  Commons  had  been  more  powerfully  called  upon  to  renounce  all 
dependance  on  MiniAers,  and  to  repofe  confidence  in  themfel?es, 
and  he  was  happy  to  fee  tliis  laudable  independence  manifcfting 
itfelf  in  the  fpeeches  of  this  evening.  In  the  laflT  fpcech  of  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  upon  which  he  meant  to  make  a  few 
remarks,  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  availed  himfclf  of  the 
Speaker's  indulgence,  and  of  the  forms  of  the  Houfe,  by  which  the 
opener  of  a  debate  was  permitted  to  conclude  it.  He  had  no  doubt 
tfiat  in  making  that  f][)cech  he  wifhed  to  conclude  the  debate  ^  it 
by  no  means  followed,  however,  that  becaufe  he  had  fpoken  a  fc- 
cond  time  the  debate  (hould  be  concliidcd.  As  gentlemen  were 
allowed,  however,  in  fpecial  circumflances,  to  fpeak  twice  in  the 
courfc  of  one  debate,  he  was  aware  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
had  not  violated  the  rules  of  the  Houfe,  for  there  was  no  pcrfon 
who  would  not  agree  that  the  circumftances  in  which  he  fpoke  were 
very  particular,  the  more  fo  as  lie  was  left  by  his  friends  to  have 
the  fole  condu6l  of  his  own  defence.  The  fpeech,  he  owned,  was 
a  very  ftrong  one.  It  had  been  remarked  that  pcrfons  were  fome- 
times  deprived  of  their  Intel Icfls  by  fevcrc  diftrcfs,  and-  from  the 
tenor  of  his  argument,  he  was  alfo  led  to  conclude  that  the  cmbar- 
raffmcnts  of  his  fituation  had  produced  that  cffcd  upon  the  right 
honourable  gentleman.  In'  one  part  of  his  argument  he  advanced 
the  abfurd  pofition  that  were  Government  to  difchargc  all  the 
debts  they  owed  to  the  Bank,  as  the  payment  would  be  made  good 
in  paper,  it  would  not  relieve  that  public  body  from  tlie  difficul- 
ties produced  by  their  prefent  want  of  cafh.  But  was  any  man  fo 
jgrx)rant  as  not  to  know  the  deficiency  arofe  not  merely  from  the 
pofitive  want  of  cafli,  but  from  the  comparative  quantity  of  paper 
which  they  had  iffued,  and  the  demands  of  which  they  had  not 
cafh  enough  to  anfwcr  ?  Of  courfe  when  this  paper  was  returned 
to  them,  they  would  find  thcmfelves  at  liberty,  with  fafety  to  thetn- 
fclves,  to  iflue  a  greater  proportion  of  their  fpccie.  For  inftance, 
fuppofing  the  Bank  of  England  to  have  tlTued  ten  millions  in  paper 
by  way  of  loan,  and  to  be  poffeffed  of  one  million  in  cafti,  as  a 
fum  fulEcient  to  anfwer  the  demand,  certainly  if  five  millions  of 
this  loan  were  repaid  them,  they  might  iffue  five  hundred  thoufand 
pounds  out  of  the  million  of  fpecie,  becaufe  the  run  upon  thcii 
ca(h  would  in  that  cafe  be  diminifhed  prccifely  half.  The  right  ho- 
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jiourable  gentleman  had  alledgcd  that  the  dfvidends  on  ih)ck  wete 
always  paid  in jiotes.  But  were  the  notes  thq  fame  before,  that  they 
are  now  ?  Was  not  the  qucftion  always  put  to  the  creditor  whether 
he  would  take  his  dividend  in  paper  or  in  caih  ?  And  when  it 
was  pt|t  in  bis  choice,  he  took  it  in  paper,  becaufe  he  might  have 
had  cafli  if  he  pleafcd  :  With  refpedi  to  the  cffcfl  of  the  meafure 
upon  the  bank  credit,  it  certainly  had  inflifted  upon  it  a  very  fe- 
vere  ftroke,  and  he  faw  only  one  way  in  which  it  could  pofTiblj 
recover  it,  which  was  by  the  Bank  coming  forward,  and  {hemng 
the  country  that. they  had  adopted  the  meafure  from  compulfion. 
An  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Baftard)  had  ui^ed  in  very  proper 
and  becoming  language,  the  necefTity  of  cutting  off  every  thing  fu- 
perfluous  ;  he  was  not  of  afanguinary  difpofition,  but  when  he £iw 
a  perfon  prefiding  in  one  of  the  principal  departments  of  public  af<« 
fairs,  and  ruining  the  Country  by  his  meafures,  he  was  at  a  k)& 
to  know  what  ought  to  be  cut  off  firft,  but  he  was  convinced  that 
feme  example  ought  to  be  made  for  the  inilruflion  of  both  the  pre- 
fent  and  of  future  times.  An  honourable  Baronet  (Sir  Williami 
Pulteney)  obferved.  that  if  the  meafur<;  was  repeated  it  would  make 
but  a  bad  joke.  If  it  was  a  joke,  it  certainly  was  one  at  which 
the  country  was  not  much  difpofed  to  laugh ;  but  if  it  was  tolerated 
in  this  infiance,  he  was  afraid  that  thefe  facetious  meafures  would 
frequently  occur.  What  then  was  to  be  done  in  order  to  prevent 
them  from  ever  again  recurring  ?  An  honourable  gentleman  (Mr. 
Huffey)  had  faid  that  to  retrieve  the  credit  of  the  Bank,  Govern- 
ment  had  only  to  difchai^e  the  fums  advanced  them  by  the  Bank; 
but  he  would  add,  that  it  was  neceffary  alfo  that  Government  (hoitld 
pay  all  their  creditors  as  well  as  the  Bank ;  that  they  (hould  pay 
the  Civil  Lift  ;  that  tljey  ftiould  pay  the  half- pay  officers  who 
were,  now  almod  (Carving ;  that  they  (hould  pay  their  agents  and 
their  contra6tors.  Mr.  Sheridan  conceived  that  it  was  by  no  means 
a  temporary  expedient,  but  he  forefaw  that  tlie  Bank  never  would 
be  able  afterwards  to  defray  its  outflanding. engagements  in  ca(h. 
For  how  was  it  poflible  that  they  could,  fince  they  were  about  to 
iffue  a  greater  quantit)'  of  paper,  and  their  cafh  was  fcized  upon  for 
the  public  fervice  ?  The  honourable  Baronet,  who  advanced  a 
contrary  opinion,  and  ^ho  knew  more  about  bufinefs  than  mofl 
gentlemen  of  equal  property,  had  too  much  good  fenfe  not  to  ac- 
knowledge the  error  on  which  it  was  founded.  Mr.  Sheridap  next 
reprobated  the  tranfaSIon  as  a  (tep  to  afTociate  the  bankrupt  Go^ 
vernment  with  the  folvent  Bank  ;  a  partnerfliip  which,  if  the 
Bank  Directors  knew  the  intereft  of  the  concern  under  their  direction 
they  ought  to  Ipurn,  and  to  force  the  right  honourable  gentleman  to 
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withdraw  his  indorfements  from  their  bills.     But  it  was  urged  that 
ihe  Bank  had  temporary  difficuhies  to'  encounter,  and  that  it  be- 
hoved them  to  Sidopt  fome  mode  of  granting  relief  to  that  impor- 
tant public  body*     The  Houfe  of  Commons,  however,  knew  no- 
tfiii^  of  this.     No  applicatk)n  was  made  to  them  by  the  BsAnk, 
nor  did  it  appear  even  that  application  had  been  made  for  the  order 
in  Council ;  on  the  contrary,  it  appeared  that  this  facetious  Coun- 
dl>  inftead  of  examining  the  Dire£brs  of  the  Bank,  zQcd  entirely 
npaci  the  authority  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.     Nay, 
what  added  to  his  furprife  was,  that  not  one  of  the  Bank  Diredors 
who  had  feats  in  that  Houfc,  had  ever  come  forward  and  expreifed 
an  opinion  upon  the  fubjeft.     Some  informatibn  was  certainly  ne- 
ceiTary  before  the  Houfe  fandioned  fo  novel  and  dangeitxis  a  mca- 
fure.     They  had  heard  of  the  Bank  a  (hort  time  ago  lending  tv^o 
millions  to  Government,  and  they  had  alfo  heard  of  the  dividends 
on  Bank  Stock  increaling.     Was  it  not  material  *^o  be  informed 
therefore  how  they  had  come  to  flop  payment  at  a  time  whcij^  their 
affairs  fecm^d  to  be  going  on  fo  profperoufly  ?    Perhaps  the  Direc- 
tors might  be  to  blame.     He  did  not  fay  that  it  was  fo,  but  the 
Houfe  ought  to  be  fatisficd  that  it  was  not  fo.    They  were  not  even 
apprifed  whether  it  was  the  wifh  of  the  Bank  that  the  mcafuir 
ihould  be  adopted     The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  faid  it  was, 
but  he  took  nothing  upon  his  word,  and  therefore  called  upon  fomc 
of  the  Diredlots  of  the  Bank  to  come  forward  and  lay  whether  it 
was  or  was  not  at  their  defire  that  the  order  in  Council  had  been 
iifued.     There  Was  fomcthing   unaccountable  on  the  fiice  of  the 
bufinefs,  for  the  Bank  to  announce  its  own  folvcncy  immediatrly 
after  it  had  been  ordered  to  ftop  payment ;  and  if  it  was  folvent, 
why  was  an  order  iflued  which  would  operate  fo  much  to  the  injury 
of  their  credit  ?    For  his  own  part  he  did  not  approve  of  opening 
a  Committee  to  inquire  into  the  affairs  of  the  Bank,  becaufe  he  had 
the  firmeft  confidence  in  its  folidity,  and  fuch  an  inquiry  might  con- 
iiderably  hurt  its  credit,  but  he  deemed  it  highly  expedient  that  a 
Committee  diould  be  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  grounds  upon 
which  the  order  in  Council  had  been  ilTucd.     He  was  of  opinion, 
at  all  events,  that  the  two  inquiries  ought  not  to  be  feparated.    An 
inftru£lion,  if  neceflary,  might  be  given  to  the  Committee,  to  report 
upon  the  circumftances  of  the  Bank  before  it  entered  upon  the  other 
inquiry.     But  he  did  not  peiteive  that  fo  much  difpatch  was  re- 
quifite,  becaufe  the  proclamation,  at  prcfent,  had  all  the  cfTefl  of 
a  ikw,  and  a  bill  might  be  immediately  pafled  as  a  matter  of  tem- 
porary accommodation,  to  enable  the  Bank  to  IfTuc  fmall  notes. 
&  far,  however,  as  he  had  made  up  his  opinion,  he  diiapproved  of 
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a  Committee  to  inquire  into  the  circumftances  of  the  Bank,  as  fuch 
an  inquiry  might  be  productive  of  evil,  and  co'bld  not  poffibly  do 
any  good.      For  what  was  the  refult  cxpcdlcd  to  be  ?     There  was 
but  one  hope,  and  one  opinion,  that  the  Bank  would  be  found  to  be 
perfectly  fecurc.      Why  then  (hould  the   public  guarantee   their 
notes  ?     As  well  might  the  mafter  of  the  Mint   indorfe  a  guinea. 
But  what  was  the  nature  of  this  guarantee  which  Government  fo 
gcneroufly  offered  to  the  Bank  ?    Government  firft*  lays  hands  on 
the  cafli  of  the  Bank.     Next  day  Government  fays,  you  cannot 
pay  your  notes;  no,  replies  the  Bank,  becaufe  you  have  taken  away 
our  cafh  ;  very  well,   then,  fay  Government,  you  muft  ftop  pay- 
ment till  we  examine  into  your  affairs,  form  a  partnerfhip,  and  in- 
dorfe your  bills.     The  Bank   might  very  juftlyanfwer;  give  us 
back  our  cafti,  and  we  neither  want  your  partnerfhip  nor  your  gua- 
rantee.    Had  fuch  a  man  as   Sir  John  Barnard  prefided  at  the 
B^k,  he  would  have  taken  the  order  of  Council  and  thrown  it  in 
the  face  of  the  McfTenger,  for  in  either  cafe  it  was  an  affront  upon 
that  body.    If  they  had  cafh,  what  right  had  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  to  feize  upon  it ;  if  they  had  none,  it  was  an  infult  to 
pretend  to  prohibit  them  from  iffuing  it.     And  what  was  the  value 
of  this  guarantee,  which  Government  was  fo  generous  as  to  offer  to 
the  Bank  ?     Had  not  Government  broken  its  faith  with  all  its  cre- 
ditors, with  the  Bank,  with  the  Emperor  of  Germany,  and  with 
every  individual  who  were  in   poffeflion  of  its  acceptances  ?    The 
folidity  of  the  Bank  would  be  infinitely  ftronger,  if  it  remained  en- 
tirely unconnedled  with  fo  difcreditablc  a  partner.     Mr.  Sheridan 
then  fuggefted  the  fleps  which,  in  his  opinion,  ought  to  he  taken,  if 
the  difficulties  really  exifted.     Bank-notes  ought  to  be  made  a  legal 
^pdcr  to  Government,  and  Government  ought  to  be  compelled  to 
make  every  payment  in  bank-notes,  except  the  dividends  on  the 
public  flock,  which  ought  to  be  paid  in  cafh.    He  was  unfriendly 
to  a  Committee  to  inquire  into  the  ptuation  of  the  Bank,  but,  in- 
ftead  of  oppofing  it,   he  would  move  an  amendment,  That  thefe 
words  be  infertcd.intQ  the  original  rnotion  after  "  this  Hoyfe," 
*'  And  alfo  to  inquire  into  the  caufes.  which   have  produced  tlus^ 
"  order  in  Council,  and  the  grounds  of  providing  for  the  order  in 
**  Council,  dated  the  a 6th  of  February,  providing  for  the  confir- 
"  mation^and  continuance  of  .meafures  contained  in  faid  order." 

Mr.  THOkNTON    faid,   that  as  Mr.  Sheridan,  and  feveral 
gentlemen  who  had  fpoken  before,  had  been  pleafed  to  appeal  per-     .^ 
fonally  to  him,  and  alfo  to  other  Members  of  the  Houfe  who  were  "' 
Directors  of  tHe  Bank;  he  defircd  jto  acquaint  them,  he  was  reflralned 
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from  fatisfytng  their  curiofity  by  a  fenfe  of  the  duty  which  he  owed 
to  the  public  welfare.  That  if  the  Houfe  in  its  wifdom  (hall  fee  fie 
to  inflitute  any  Committee  of  Inquiry,  there  was  no  inveAigation 
which  the  DireAors  would  not  moft  chearfully  meet,  as  they  were 
confcious  it  muft  tend  to  their  honour,  and  to  the  fupport  of  the 
credit  and  high  reputation  of  the  Bank  of  England. 

Mr.  Secretary  DUNDAS  wiflied  to  obviate,  if  not  the  mifap-- 
prchenfion,  at  lea(l  the  mifreprcfentadon  of  the  honourable  genrie- 
rftan  (Mr.  Sheridan)  who  had  afTerted,  that  the  Bank  would  be  ten- 
dered lefs  acute  by  the  guarantee  which  was  oflltred  to  it  by  Go- 
vernment. If  the  Houfe  reje6led  the  original  motion,  itic  Bank 
would  he  left  with  an  order  of  Council  hanging  over  it,  not  to  iflue 
cafti,  but  to  mal^  its  payments  in  the  manner  thereby  directed. 
Did  Mr.  Sheridan  intend  that  this  (hould  be  the  cafe  ?  or  did  he 
mean  to  take  off  the  embaigp, ,  without  letting  the  country  know 
why  it  had  been  impofed  ?  The  firft  objed  which  he  wi(hd  that 
a  Committee  (hould  be  called  to  afcertain,  was  the  ftability  of  the 
Bank.  The  amendment  propofed,  negatived  the  original  motion ; 
but  while  the  honourable  gentleman  profeflfed  himfclf  adverfe .  to 
ah  inquiry,  he  thought  to  enlaige  it  by  adding  a  queftion  refpefiirig 
the  caufes  of  the  embai^o ;  and  thefe  were  alledged  to  be  a  total 
miimanagement  in  every  department  of  finance.  Thus  an  inquiry 
ifito  every  circumftahce  of  the  war,  from  its  commencement  to  the 
prefent  time,  would  be  fet  on  foot ;  and  this  great  firft  objed  of 
fatisfying  the  public  with  refpedt  to  the  folvency  of  the  Bank,  would 
be  delayed  till  the  f^ate  of  the  nation.  In  every  particular,  could 
have  been  afcertaincd. 

What  Mr.  Sheridan  had  faid  of  the  Jnaecurades  of  Committees, 
and  of  the  incomplete  manner  in  which  their  reports  were  frames', 
was,  he  believed,  in  general,  true,  and  therefore  much  to  be  le- 
greeted.  But  the  honourable  gentlemati,  under  this  impreffion, 
came  forward  when  a  motioti  was  made  to  refer  a  particular  ^oef- 
tion  to  the  examination  of  a  Committee,  and  propofed  olfo  to  refer 
to  a  Committee  the  inquiry  into  every  public  mesifure  which  could 
be  faid  to  be  any  ways  connected  with  the  date  of  the  nation ;  thus 
providing  an  im.menfe  additional  labour  for  thofe  whom  he  Choc^t 
incapable  of  difcharging  their  duty  properly.  The  rbafbn  wliy 
he  (Mr.  Dundas}  wifhed  it  to  go  into  a  Secret  Cbmroittee  was,  that 
it  might  be  neceflary  to  put  queftiofis  to  the  Bank  Dire^ld^^  which 
it  might  not  be  proper  to  make  public. 

Mr.  GREY  rofe  to  explain  the  amendment,  and  to  corred  Mr. 
Dundas,  when  he'ftated,  th^t  his  hbnourable^friend  was  adveife  1Q 
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any  inquiiy  into  the  fiate  of  the  Bank.  It  was  not  becaufe  an  in- 
qui.y  was  not  neccflaiy,  'that  it  had  been  obje^cd  to,  but  becaufe  it 
was  thought  inconvenient. 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  faid,  that  the  cafe  was 
(bortiy  this :  An  order  of  Council,  without  any  legal  validity,  had 
been  fent  to  the  firft  monied  company  in  the  kingdom,  and  this 
order  had  been  conoplied  with.  It  was  univerHilIy  agreed,  that 
fuch  an  order  (hould  not  have  been  liTued,  except  it  was  warranted 
by  necefl[ity,  and  that  it  Ihould  continue  in  force  no  longer  than  the 
necefldty  which  gave  rife  to  it  continued.  The  queftion  therefore 
was,  whether  the  Houfc  fhould  not  immediately  proceed  to  i\(c\x($ 
the  circumftances  under  which  it  had  iflfued,  with  a  view  to  deter- 
mining whether  it  ought  any  longer  to  be  aded  under  ?.  As  he  faw 
the  neceffity  qf  an  immediate  determination  on  a  bufinefs  of  fuch 
confeqqence,  he  (bould  vote  againft  the  amendment. 

Mr.  FOX  confidcred  the  queftions  of  the  meafurcs  to  be  adopted, 
and  of  the  caufe  of  the  prefcnt  fituation,  as  infeparabk.  Till  the 
Houfe  were  apprized  of  what  produced  the  order,  they  could  npt 
well  know  how  to  apply  the  remedy.  If  he  were  in  a  Committee 
of  the  Houfe,  and  deHrous  to  difcover  the  caufe,  he  (hould,  in  the 
firft  inftance,  call  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  to  the  bar,  and 
examine  him.  It  was  obvious,  that  the  nature  of  the  relief  which 
wail  to  be  afforded,  muft  depend  on  the  caufe  of  the  €vil.  If  it 
ifaould  appears  as  had  been  fuggefted  by  Sir  William  Pulteney,  that 
the  debts  owing  by  Government  to  the  Bank  had  been  the  occafion 
of  its  (lopping  payment,  then  it  was  clear  that  a  diSercnt  remedy 
muft  be  applied  from  that  to  which  recourfe  would  have  been  had,  if 
it  had  bepn  owing  to  other  circumftances. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  laid,  that  he  confidered  the  motion  and 
amendment,  as  comprifing  three  diftin£l  inquiries.  Though  they 
wer^  all  retained  in  the  amended  motion,  yet  Mr.  Sheridan  had,  by 
the- tenor  of  three-fourths  of  his  fpeech,  obje£led  to  that  part  of  the 
^notion  which  prefled  the  inquiry  into  the  ftate  of  the  Bank.  His 
inquiry,  he  v.i(hed,  however,  to  be  made  with  a  view  to  (hew  that 
the  ultimate  refources  of  that  Company  were  folid,  and  more  than 
equal  to  the  difcharge  of  all  claims  on  them.  He  coniidered  this  as 
the  wore  nece(fary,  bejraufe,  while  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
(Mr.  Fox)  had  faid,  that  he  was  convinced  of  the  fa£l,  and  ftood  iii 
used  of  nothing  10  confirm  him  in  his  belief,  he  ftated  their  late 
conduct  as  an  atl  of  bankruptcy  not  to  be  remedied.  When  gen-^ 
tlemen  then  cried  up  the  fclidity  of  a  corporate  body,  and  their  (atis« 
h&ion  in  its  fecurity  in  one  moment ;  and  in  the  next,  imputed 
baoJurui^tcy  to  it,  an  inquiry  was  rendered  neceflary,  to  eftablUb  its 
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T^utation  for  being  equal  to  the  difchargc  of  all  its  engagements; 
and  it  fecmcd  to  him  highly  proper,  after  fuch  language,  that  the 
truth  of  the  propofition  (hould  be  afcertained  by  fome  record ;  and 
that  it  (hould  be  generally  known  from  the  refult  of  accurate  invefti- 
gation,  tliat  the  ultimate  property  of  the  Bank  of  England  was  equal 
to  more  than  all  the  demands  which  could  be  made  on  it. 

What  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  called  an  ad  of  bank- 
ruptcy, was  certainly  an  a6t  of  p;rcfling  neceffity,  and  the  h&  of  th« 
exiftence  of  this  neceffity  could  not  be  too  foon  inquired  into.     It 
was  on  the  part  of  the  Bank  a  compulfory  aft ;  yet  if  this  ad  had 
been  their  own,  indead  of  being  the  refult  of  a  refolution  of  Go- 
vernment, could  this  be  called  by  the  commercial  world  an  ad  of 
bankruptcy-?     This  meafure,  too,  was  called  in  queftion  by  gen- 
tlemen who  had  approved  the  condud  of  the  bank  of  Newcafflc, 
which,  with  unfhaken  credit,  had  thought  proper  to  fufpend  its  pay- 
ments,  and  which  proved  ultimately  to  have  done  fo  with  applaufe. 
The  Bank  of  England  had  aded  in  the  fame  manner,  though  on  a 
larger  fcalc.     The  merchants  of  London  had  given  a  fandion  to 
its  proceedings^  by  their  refolution.     Neither  fpeaking  technically, 
nor  in  the  language  of  common  life,  could  it  be  faid  to  be  an  ad  of 
bankruptcy  to  withhold  the  payment  of  money,  where  the  pcrfon 
withholding  it  was  finally  in  a  folvent  flate  }   But  at  the  fame  time, 
wherever  money  was  thus  delayed  from  a  creditor,  fome  proof  was 
neceflfary  to  eftabliih  the  fad,  that  the  debtor's  capital  was  folid. 
1  hat  proof  the  Bank  now  wilhcd  to  lay  before  the  Houfc,  and  it 
being  in  fo  (hort  a  compafs,  it  would  not  occafion  a  delay  of  many 
hours.     This  inquiry  into  the  capital  was  the  firft  of  the  three 
which  the  amendment  contained.     The  next  went  te  afcertain  the 
exiftence  of  the' neceflity  which  juflified  the  meafure,  and  the  con- 
tinuation of  that  neceflity.     The  third,  which  had  been  added  by 
the  honourable  mover  of  the  amendment,  was,  todifcover  thecaufcs 
of  tills  neceffity.      If  the  neceffity  was  eAabli(hed|  he  did  not  fe 
the  immediate  importance  of  this  latter  inquiry  prevk>us  to  adopt- 
ing any  rcfolutions  in  confequcncc  of  the  former  two.     He  thought 
that  gentlemen  might  afterwards  enter  into  it,  fince  the  information 
of  which  they  would  then  be  in  poffcffion,  would  not  hinder^  but 
affift  them  in  their  fearch.     Nothing  could  be  more  clear,  than 
that  in  the  exercife  of  pradical  duty,  that  which  would  admit  of 
delay  (hould  be  poftponed,  and  that  which  required  immediate  de- 
liberation preferred. 

Mr.  FOX  explained.  He  had  not  made  ufc  of  the  word  bank- 
ruptcy as  applicable  to  the  ffate  of  the  Bank,  but  to  the  Government, 
to  which  he  contenj|ed  it  was  always  appliqiblc.    The  alarm  ^i^ 
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he  felt  arofe  from  no  circumftancc  in  the  capital  of  the  Bank^  but 
from  the  control  which  the  Government  exercifed  over  it* 

The  Houfc  divided  upon  the  amendment ;  Ayes  88,  Noes  244; 
Majority  156. 

Liji  of  the  Mimrify,  on  Mr,  Skertdan*s  Ofnendnuntf  '*  Tljoi  the 
**  Committee  Jhould  inquire  into  the  caufes  which  produced  the  Order 
f*  of  Council  of  the  20/A  inftant.'' 


Aubry,  Sir  J. 
Baker,  J. 
Bampfylde,  J.C. 
Barclay,  G* 
Baftard,  J.  P. 
Beaaderk,  C. 
Biddnlph,  R. 
Baker,  W. 
Bunbury,  Sir  C. 
Bird,  W.W. 
Burdett,  Sir  F. 
Bouverie,  Hon*  E. 
Brogden,  J. 
Burch,  J.  R. 
Byng,  J. 
Clarke,  E. 
Coke,  F. 

Combcj  H.  C.       * 
Courtcnay,  J. 
Crewe,  J. 
Capven,  J.  C. 
Copley,  Sir  L. 
Dolbcn,  Sir  W. 
Daftiwood,  Sir  H,  W. 
Denilbn,  W.  J. 
Dundas,  C.  , 

Fitzpatrick,  Greneral 
Fletcher,  Sir  H. 
Folkes,  Sir  R. 
Fox,  Right  Hon.  C.  J. 
Galway,  Vifcount 
Greene,  J. 
Hare,  J. 
Harrifon,  J. 
Hobhoufe, 
Hoflcy,  W. 
Je&rys,  N. 
Jervoifc,  C.J. 
Keen,  W. 
Kemp,  T. 
Knight,  R.  P. 
Langflon,  J. 
Langfton,  W.  G. 


Lemon,  Sir  W* 
Lloyd,  J.  M. 
Milner,  Sir  W. 
Nicholls,  J. 
North,  D. 
Northey,  W. 
Picrfe,  H. 
PaJk,  L. 
Phillips,  J;  G. 
Plumer,  W. 
Pollen,  G.  A. 
Porter,  G. 
PuUeney,  Sir  W« 
Rawdon,  Hon.  J. 
Rawdon,  Hon.  &• 
Ridley,  Sir  M. 
Richacdfon,  J. 
Robfon,  R.  B. 
Ruffell,  Lord  J. 
RuihfJ,  Lord  W. 
St.  John  St.  A. 
Scudamdre,  J. 
Sheridan,  R.  B. 
Shum,  G.  C.      , 
Shuckburg,  Sir  G. 
Sinclair,  Sir  J. 
Smith,  W. 
Spencer,  LordR« 
Stanley,  Lord 
Sturt,*C. 
Tarleton,  General 
Taylor,  C.  W. 
Tyrwhitt.  T. 
Townlhend,  Lord  J. 
Tufton,  Hon.  H. 
Vane,  Sir  F. 
Vyner,  R. 
Walwyn,  J. 
Walpole.  Colonel 
Wcftcrn,  C.C. 
Wilkins,  W. 
Winnington,  Sir  F. 
Wycombe,  Earl  of 


Tsfc Lias -Charles  Grey,  and  Samuel  Whi thread.* 
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Wednefdaj^   ijt  March^  ' 

Lord  Vifcount  STOPFORD  reported  to  the  Houfe,  that  chefr 
addrefe  of  ycAerday  (to  return  His  MajcAy  the  thanks  of  this  Hoofe 
lor  his  mod  gracious  meflage :  to  affure  His  Majefty,  that  the 
Hotife  will  proceed,  without  dcUy,  to  the  confideracion  of  the  inv- 
fortaoC  fuljed  which  His  Majeity  has  recocnnierKlcd  to  dieir  atten- 
tioa  ;  and  that  His  Majedy  may  rely  on  our  carneft  and  anxious 
defire  to  adopt  fuch  mcafures  as  thecircumdances  may  appear  to  i:e« 
Mfim^  and  as  may  be  bed  calculated  to  meet  the  preflure  of  any 
tempaiary  diflkuhics,  and  to  call  lorth,  at  this  important  conjunc- 
torci  the  extenfive  refourccs  of  the  kingdom,  in  fupport  of  our 
public  and  commercial  credit,  and  in  defence  of  ourdeareft  interefts) 
had  been  prefented  to  His  Majefly  ;  and  that  His  Majcfty  wag 
pleafed  to  receive  the  fame  very  gracioufly. 

Mr*  WILBERFORCE  BIRD  obfcrved,  thai  in  confequencc 
of  the  prefent  fcarcUy  of  caih  in  the  hands  of  manufadurers,  ooca* 
fiotied,  as  had  been  ftated- already  to  the  Houfe,  and  oa  which  fome 
parliamentary  proceedings  had  been  founded,  it  became  neceffary 
that  bankers  and  manufadurers  in  the  country  (hould  be  enabled  to 
iflue  out  notes,  payable  at  dated  times ;  without  foch  a  provifion  it 
was  impofliUe  for  fuch  bankers  and  manu(a£lurers  to  carry  on  their 
bufine(s  for  the  prefent.  There  were  laws  now  in  force  to  prohibit 
the  iflbing  of  fmall  promiflbry  notes,  payable  otherwife  than  on 
demand.  His  obje£i  was  to  fufpend  for  a  time  tht  operation  of 
fuch  law,  and  to  allow  the  liTuing  of  promiflbry  notes  for  a  limited 
timc»  as  if  fuch  laws  were  not  in  exigence.  There  could  not  be 
much  inconvenience,  at  lead  not  as  much  as  could  equjtl  the  conve- 
nience to  this  meafiBre,  by  allowing  country  bankers  and  manufac- 
turers to  iflue  thefe  fmall  notes,  for  they  would  be  known  in  the 
neighbourhood  in  which  the  notes  were  iflued,  and  the  pcrfons  who 
held  them  could  have  no  difficulty  in  procuring  payment  for  them. 
But  as  the  metropolis  was  to  be  confidered  in  another  lights  and 
mtich  difficdty  might  arife  in  the  provifions  extended  to  it,  he 
ihould  propofe  that  the  bill  for  which  he  intended  tpmove  for  leave 
to  bring  in  diould  not  be  extended  to  the  cities  of  London  and 
Wedminder,  nor  to  the  borough  of  South wark.  In  the  year  1754 
die  Legiflature,  taking  into  coniideration  the  inconvenience  that 
arofe  to  the  lower  clafs  of  fociety  from  their  being  paid  in  fmall 
notes,  payable  at  a  future  time,  fiom  the  manufadurers  who  em- 
ployed them,  they  being  unable,  in  many  cafes,  properly  to  under* 
fland  them,  &c.  pafled  an  ad  prohibiting  the  ifluing  of  any  pro- 
miflbry no'c:  for  lefs  than  twenty  (hillings,  payable  any  otherwife 
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than  upon  demand,  together  with  other  provilionsi  dedaxix^g  fudh 
note  to  be  null  and'  void,  tec. 

In  the  fevcntcenth  year  of  the  King  another  ad  was  pafTed, 
which,  after  reciting  the  beneficial  efieds  of  the  former  aft,  and- 
fiating  that  it  did  not  embrace  a  fufficient  number  of  cafes,  extended 
fnany  of  the  provifions  of  the  former  aft  to -all  notes  payaMe  other- 
wife  than  upon  demand,  and  which  were  for  lefs  than  5I.  together 
with  other  enaftments,-  &c.  It  was  impoflible  for  the  manufac- 
turers and  bankers  in  the  country  to  carry  on  their  bufinefs  under 
temporary  preffurc,  if  they  were  to  comply  with  the  provifions  of 
thefc  two  afts,  and  therefore  he  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill, 
to  fufpend,  for  a  time  to  be  limited,  the  operations  of  thole  afts,  as 
far  as  related  to  bankers  not  refidtng  in  the  cities  of  London  and 
Wcftminfter,  and  the  borough  of  Southwark. 

The  SPEAKER  faid,  it  would  not  be  regular  to  move  any  ihing 
that  rdated  to  an  exifiing  aft  without  reading  it. 

The  two  afts  being  read  aocordingly,  the  quefiton  was  put 
upon  the  motion. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  faid,  he  deplored  the  neceflity  to  which  wc 
were  now  driven  upon  the  fubjeft  of  fpecte  all  over  this  kingdom. 
The  remedy  now  propofed  he  feared  and  believed  to  be  abfolutdr 
neceflary.  It  would  undoubtedly  be  a  great  evil ;  yet  if  omitted, 
a  greater  evil  might  enfue;  and  when  two  evils  prefented  them- 
fdves  to  view,  it  was  of  courfe  proper  to  chufe  the  leflTer ;  and 
therefore,  according  to  the  idea  he  had  upon  the  fubjeft,  not  pre- 
tending to  be  thoroughly  wdl  acquainted  with  it,  he  thought  -rfiat 
the  remedy  which  was  now  propofed  mud  be  adopted.  But  he 
could  not  help  (aying  a  few  words  upon  this  imatter,  becaufe  it  ap- 
peared to  him  to  be  of  vaft  importance.  The  honourable  gentle- 
ftian  faid,  that  Ae  tnanulaAarers  and  bankers  in  the  country  were 
well  known  in  the  neighbourhood  in  wMch  they  live,  and  therefore 
there  coiild  be  no  inconvenience  in  this  meafurr^with  regard  to  the 
payment  of  the  notes  as  they  became  due  ;  but  he  thought  the  cafe 
was  otherwife  with  r^ard  to  the  capital,  and  therefore  London, 
Wefiminftcr,  and  Southwark,  were  to  be  omitted  in  the  bills,  ac- 
cording to  the  honourable  gentleman's  intention  atprcfent.  Tliat 
there  might  be  great  difficulty  and  inconvenience  in  the  extention 
of  the  bill,  he  had  no  doubt ;  for,  mofl  unhappily  for  this  country, 
there  rmift  be  great  difficulty  and  inconvenience  in  the  whole  pro- 
grefs,  and  in  every  tvanch  of  thisfiibjeft  ;  but  h^  did  not  know  how 
it  was  poffible  to  go  oft  without  making  ibme  provifion  in  this  re- 
fpeft  fbr  the  capital  as  wtU  as  for  the  cquntry  ;  and  here  'he  hardly 
knew  wfaat  to  fky  ;  he  was  confounded  when  he  looked  at  ihc  pQX>- 
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babic  confccpienceft  to  which  die  tneafure  which  gave  birth  to  thcfc 
applications  might  lead,  ^e  knew  not  what  piovifion  was  fnade, 
or  could  be  rnade,  for  the  payment  of  workmen,  manufadurers, 
tradefmcn  or  others,  even  for  next  Saturday  night.  He  was  fure, 
that  if  any  meafure  was  to  be  adopted  upon  the  fubje6iy  not  a  mo- 
ment ought  to  be  lod.  If  a  poor  m^n  was  to  be  paid  by  a  guinea 
note  indead  of  a  guinea,  and  no  man  would  give  him  change  for  it 
without  a  difcount  of  fevcn  (liillmgs,  to  what  dreadful  confe- 
quences  might  this  not  lead }  What  would  a  poor  man  do  with 
his  fourteen  (hillings  inftcad  of  his  guinea  ?  What  would  the  ftill 
poorer  man  do,  whofe  whole  weekly  wages  amounted  to  no  more 
than  fourteen  (hillings  ? — and,  he  believed,  the  average  price  of 
weekly  labour  was  not  higher.  Indeed  he  apprehended  the  moft 
drcadfiil  confequence  would  foon  enfue  from  thefe  things  ;  nor  did 
he  know  how  the  evil  was  to  be  averted.  He  mentioned  thcfc 
things,  that  every  man  in  the  Houfe  (hould  inftantly  turn  his 
thoughts  to  tl\e  fubje^t.  It  would  be  dreadful,  indeed,  if  thefe 
notes,  inftead  of  money,  (hould  become  ffjftgnnts^'^  and  he  feared  it 
would  be  fo. 

Mr.  JOLLIFFE  alfo  apprehended  great  danger  upon  this 
fubjed. 

Mr.  WILBERFORCE  exprelTcd  a  hope,  that  as  this  was  a 
matter  of  experiment,  it  would  not  be  of  ill  confequence.  He 
hoped  it  would  not  be  ncccffary  to  eontinue  it  long.  For  his  own 
part,  he  thought  that  the  temporary  fufpenGon  pf  thefe  bills  would 
be  attended  with  beneBqal  effeds.  In.theifiuing  of  fmall  Bank 
notesy  he  thought  there  was  great  daiiger  of  forgery ;  but  in  the 
KTuing  of  the  r^tcs  prqpofcd.  by  this  meiifure,  tliere  would  be  no  fuch 
danger,  bccaufc;  of  their »vcry quick  return.,..    :,. 

The  SOLICITOR  GENERAL  .gw  an  hiftory  of  the  two 
ads  which  were  now  ,prc()ofcd  to  b^ .  (ufpended,  and  thought, 
although  the  policy  of  thefe  «»3^^4  been  approved  of  for  twenty 
years,  and  confequently  ibme  zpight  think,  it  imprudent  to  fufpend 
that  policy,  yet  he  apprehended, 4hat  under,  all  the  circumft^Ccs,  ti;us 
meafure  might  be  fafely  adopted. 

Mr.  VANSITTART.  approved  of,tfae  policy  of  thefe  acls  of 
Parliament,  and  wi(hed  that  the  experiment;  of  the  notes  might  be 
tried  before  the  ads  were  fufpended* 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  was  inclined  to  think  that  the  fufpenfion 

of  thefe  ads  (houjd,  be  tried  for  a  limited  tiro^.  but  was  by  no 

means  clear  that  the  fufpenfion  ought  to.be  confined  to  the  clafe  of 

peifons  or  places  which  were,  fpecified  in  t^^c  motion.    He  thoij^t 

kc  cfFcds  of  the  fufpenfion  might  be  beneficial  to  London,  Weft- 
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minftih'and  Sotithwark:     He  (Hould  therdbre  Mfh  that  the  Ifeavr 
to  bring  in  the  bill  ihouM  be  larger  than  the  modon  aflced.     The^ 
bill  afterwards  might  ^  modified  aS  circum(tancc$  (boctld  require, 
and  therefore  he  moved  as  an  amendment^  **  That  the  exception 
fhould  be  left  out.*' 

Mr.  WILBERFORCE  BIRD  readily  aSentcd  to  the  pro- 
pofcd  aftiendment. 

Mr.  FOX  faid>  he  had  no  objedion  to  the  amendment.  He 
thought  that  the  order  for  bringing  in  the  bill  (hould  b^  as  wide 
as  pofliblff,  in  order  that  afterwards  the  provilions  of  it  might  be 
regulated  as  it  (hould  appear  to  be  necfeflfary.  But  he  could  not 
help  obfervingy  that  in  contemplating  the  evil  whfch  was  noVe  only 
beginning  to  be  felt,  it  was  impoffible  to  ferefee  to  ^at  inconve- 
niences and  diftrefTes  it  might  Iead>  or  to  what  mcaftires  Parlia- 
ment might  be  driven.  He  ferefaw,  however,  great  inconveniencies 
in  iffuing  thefe  billsy  particularly  in  the*  metropolis^  where  the  mul- 
tiplicity of  bulinefs  was  fo  great;  Re  feared*  there  would  be  much 
conftiiion  in  confequence  of  thi^.  He  deplored  the  ignorance  of 
the  lower  clafTcs  of  working  people.  He  felt  how  difEcult  it  was 
to  make  them  underftand  any  proviiion  of  fuch  an  ad^  of  Parlia- 
ment as  this.  He  lamented  that  fuch  a  mafs  of  people  (hould  be 
unable  to  read  the  accounts  of  the  debates  of  the  Hbufe^  He 
feared  that  great  advantages  would  be  taken  of  the  ignorance  of 
this  multitude  of  pcrfons,  and  great  fraud  and  mifchief  would  enfue. 
He  faid  this  rather  to  call  on  gentlemen  to  try  whether  any  other 
and  better  remedy  could  not  be  found  than  that  which  was  now  pro- 
pofed,  and  it  was  with  the  view  of  fomething  elfe  being  done  that 
he  agreed  to  the  amendment,  becaufe  it  made  the  leave  of  the  Houfe 
larger  as  to  what  might  be  hereafter  propbfed. 

The  motion  was  then  put  in  the  following  form  :  **  That  leave 
be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  fufpend,  for  a  time  to  be  limited,  the 
operation  of  the  faid  a£ts.^'     Granted. 

Mr*  COKE  (of  Norfolk)  faid,  he  could  not  fit  in  that  Houfe 
and  obferve  that  fuch  a  motion  as  this  was  made,  widiout  alluding 
to  the  Gondud  of  Minifters.  He  thought  it  criminal  in  Minif- 
ters  to  negleft  giving  to  all  manufaduring  towns  proper  notice  of 
the  neceflTity  that  had  given  rife  to  the  meafures  which  the  Parlia- 
ment W2ls  now  purfuing.  He  felt,  as  he  thought  every  honeft 
man  (hould  feel,  upon  tlK  oondiffi  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer. He  indeed  had  found  no  reafon  to  approve  of  any  part  of 
his  general  political  condudt  lince  the  year  1784,  nor  of  thofe  who 
had  lately  leagued  with  him,  but  who  were  formerly  anx)ng  the 
warmeft  of  his  opponents.  Tiiat,  however,  was  foreign  to  the  niat- 
"  Vol.  L  4  U 
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M  which  was  now  befote  the  Houfei  and  dsere&te  he  would  not 
parfak  it*  He  oomphioed  now  of  the  crimnal  nQg^gence  of  the 
Mtmfter,  the  mifehief  of  which  was  tncalcubble.  He  oould  not 
hdp  obferving  to  the  Hoafe  what  he  knew  ajnd  fidt  refpeding  the 
(ituadon  of  Norwich.  A  procls^madon,  with  which  we  were  all 
now  too  wdl  acquainted^  came  out  on  Monday  nxxxung  at  ten 
o'clock,  by  whidi  all  the  fpecie  in  the  2}ank  was  ftopt.  Now  he 
wi(bed  to  know  how  the  manufa6)uicrs  and  bankers  of  Norwich 
were  to  provide  on  Saturday  night  for  the  payment  of  all  thefe  furos  * 
which  have  always  hitherto  been  paid  in  cafli.  It  was  (latcdy  and 
he  hoped  truly»  diat  thia  diftrefs  will  be  of  fliort  duiation,  for  he 
could  have  no  wiihes  that  had  not. for  their  objed  the  profperity  of 
this  country :  but  wiflies  were  of  no  avail  againft  calamity.  He 
defired  to  know  where  and  how  the  bankers  and  manufaAuters  of 
that  great  city  were  to  have  a  guinea  to  pay  thofe  demands  that  had 
always  hitherto  been  paid  in  cafh  f  What  he  complained  of  was, 
ttiat  the  Minifier  jiid  not  commOnicate  to  Norwich  his  intentbn  of 
bringing  forward  the  meafure  which  was  now  before  Parliament. 
The  evils  to  whkh  that  town  Was  expofi^,  as  well  as  he  would 
dare  fiiy  many  other  jdaces  knew^  were  fuch  as  to  lead  to  mifehief, 
the  exfient  of  which  no  human  being  could  forefee,  but  which  every 
good* man  muft  view  with  the  deepeft  nrgret  and  apprchenlion. 

Mr.  W.  SMITH  faid;  that  every  word  that  had  yet  been  ut- 
tered upon  this  fabjeft  (hewed  the  propriety  of  a.  foil  inve&igation 
into  the  caufes  of  the  cabmity^  which  not  only  tlireatcned  this 
country,  but  which  it  now  began. to  feel.  He  rofe  now  to  allude 
to  a  point  which  had  juft  "been  mentioned  He  held  in  Ms  hand 
a  letter  from  the  Bank  at  Bath,  by  which  it  appeared  that  they  had 
come  to  a  refulution  to  fufpend  payment  in  fpecie  until  P&iltaiDent 
(haU  have  made  piovilion  upon  the  matter.  But  the  letter  farther 
ftatcd,  that  they  wottld  be  utterly  incapable  of  adhering  to  that  re* 
folution  ;  for  it  (tated,  that  if  they  do  not  pact  with  fpecie'  on  Sa- 
turday next,  the  labourers  cannot  be  paid*  The  conclufion  of  the 
fentence  in  the  letter  wns  in  thefe  Mnords  *^  But,  my  good  friend, 
we  mufl  part  with  our  fpecie,  or  the  labourers  cannot  be  paid ; 
they  will  not  take  paper.''  In  what  manner,  he  would  afk,  oould 
they  he  paid  ?  The  letter  was  not  an  angry  one ;  it  was  written 
with  good  fenfc,  and  as  good  temper  os.any  letter  could  be  written 
under  fuch  cireumftances  ;  but  it  appeared  plainly  by  that  letter, 
that  they  muft  part  with  their  fpecie,  or  throw  the  country  around 
them  into  the  utmoft  confufion.  What  meafure  was  to  be  taken 
Jhe  did  not  know.  He  mentioned  thia  for  th«  information  of  the 
Uoiife.     The  (amc  evil  that  exifted  at  Bath,  he  wa$  perfuaded^ 
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exifled  at  'Norwich,  ad  well  as  at  imiqr  other  places.-  This  mat* 
ter  called  .for  the  bed  conGderation  which  the  Houfe  could  give  it^ 
and  could  never  be  provided  for  before  a  ftrid  inquiry  (hould  be  had 
upon  the  caufos  which  have  led  to  this  alamiif^  eviU  He  under- 
ftood  diat  it  ivas  for  the  very  purpoCb  of  being  aUe  to  pay  the  col-> 
liers  and  manufo£^urers  in  fpecte  that  the  Newca(Ue  bank  ftopt. 
The  meafore  which  was  now  before  the  Houfe  would  prevent 
even  that.     The  confequence  of  all  this  he  was  afraid  to  think  of. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  nKwed  the  order  of  the  d;^  upon  the 
bill  to  fufpcnd  the  law  for  preventing  the  Bank  iiiuing  notes  under 
5I.  which  was,  that  it  be  read  a  feoond  tioie. 

Mr.  GREY  obferved^  that  thefe  bills  uiider  5I.  were  to  be  pay- 
able to  bearer  on  demand. 

The  SPEAKER  obfervedi  that  thefe  words  were  not  in  the 
Breviate. 

Mr.  GREY  faid  that  the  bills  were  to  be  payable  ti  bcarpr  on 
demand.  Now  he  wiflied  to  know,  how  a  contradi£lion  that  muft 
appear  in  the  proceedings  of  the  Houfe  Was  to  be  reconciled  ;  for 
by  the  biU  now  before  the  Houfe  theie  notes,  were  to  be  payable 
on  demand  ;  whereas  the  other  regulation  called  upon  the  Bank 
not  to  pay  any  fpecie  whatever  until  Parliament  (hall  vaalkc  hr^ 
ther  provifion. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  dated,  it  was  natural  to  think  that  the 
words  in  the  new  notes  (hould  be  the  fame  as  in  all  other  notes* 

Mr.  FOX  wiihed  the  Houfe  only  to  coniider  how,  in  addition 
to  the  general  breach  of  faith,  they  were  adding  fre(h  difiiculties. 
An  order  of  Council,  cortfcttedly  not  binding,  had  been  iffued  to 
the  Bat>k  not  to  pay  any  more  ca(h  ;  that  order  had  not  yet  been 
confirmed^  In  the  mean  time  a  bill  had  been  brought  in  to 
enable  the  Bank  to  ifliie  notes  under  5I.  It  was  probable  that 
this  bill  would  be  palfed  (irft.  What  then  would  be  the  (hte 
of  the  individual  ?  He  would  read  the  preient  z& ;  he  would  (ay, 
^^  I  have  not  only  the  fecurity  of  the  Bank,  but  a  recent  aA  which 
empowers  the  Bank  to-iffue  notes  payable  on  demand."  The  note 
is  iifucd  ;  he  proceeds  to  the  Bank ;  they  .refufo  to  pay  him  in 
ipocie ;  he  brings  his  adion,  in  which  he  oiuft  fucoeed,  unlefs  ano- 
ther ad  comes  retrofpediveand  retroadive  in  its  operation.  I  have, 
therefore,  on  the  2d  of  Maich  the  foitb  of  Parliament  fuperadded 
iD  &3t  of  the  Bank,  to  pay  me  the  note,  and  a  few  days  afterwards 
comes  an  ad  forbidding  them  to  pay  it.  But  it  has  been  faid,  diat 
this  evil  is  lefs  than  the  altering  the  form  of  the  words  of  the  note. 
This  may  be  an  inconvenience,  but  it  is  not  fo  great  a  one  as  that 
of  making  the  Bank  iifue  a  note  upon  a  dured  falfehood.    On  which 

4  u  2      ■ 
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fide  the  balance  is  I  know  not,  bat  I  think  it  right  to  fubmit  whe- 
ther a  btll,  ufider  another  form  of  words,  ought  not  to  be  iflbed  ? 

Mr.  BRAGGE  faid^  that  the  obje£l  of  the  mcafure  was  to  create 
a  circulating  medium.  The  objefiion  that  had  been,  advanced  he 
confidered  to  be  minute,  criticiil,  and  technical.  WhsU  fort  of  notes 
were  the  Bank  to  iflue,  except  in  the  technical  form  i 

Mr.  FOX  afked  if  it  was  a  minute  thing,  whether  the  Parlia-; 
ment  and  Bank  (hould '  hold  out  what'  they  could  not  perform  I 
Was  that  merely  minute,  critical,  and  formal,  which  in  morals  wa$ 
deemed  mod  eflential  and  folid  ? 

Mr.  BRAGGE  faid  a  few  words  in  reply. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN,  after  a  few  obfervations  upon  what  had  fiiUen 
from  Mr.  Bragge,  noted  the  incohiiAency  and  difgracefol  tendency 
of  pafling  one  bill  to  authorize  the  Bank  to  iflue  notes  payable  on 
demand,  and  another  bill  to  prevent  them  from  paying  in  fpecie. 
It  was,  he  contended,  extremely  difcreditable  that  the  Speaker 
fliQuld  hold  in  his  hand  a  motion  for  pafling  a  bill  of  fuch  a  nature 
as  the  (irft  to  which  he  had  alladed,  while  fuch  a  bill  lay  upon  the 
table  as  the  fecond.  The  honourable  gentleman  who  had  fpoken 
laft  confidered  the  objeAion  as  merely  critical;  for  his  own  part  he 
confidered  it  as  highly  difcreditable.  He  thought  that  the  payment 
of  the  bills  (hould  be  fixed  at  a  dated  perbd,  when  the  reftridions 
fliould  be  at  an  end.  This  would  be  fair  and  open ;  a  difcount 
might  take  place  upon  the  bill,  but  the  difcount  would  be  known. 

The  SOLICITOR  GENERAL  faid,  that  the  Houfc  were 
in  a  date  of  difficulty^  and  it  was  neceffary  to  confidcr  what  was 
bed  to  bb  done.  Upon  the  idea  fuggefted  by  Mr.  Bird,  the  manu- 
fa£turer  would  not  be  compelled  to  take  notes,  and  he  might  inlift 
on  having  ca(h.  The  Houfe  proceeded  upon  the  principle  that  the 
labourer  would  be  content  to  take  the  notes.  The  idea  ceitainiy 
was,  that  though  an  a£t  might  be  paffed,  /enabling  the  manufacturer 
^  pay  his  workmen  in  notes,  yet  that  the  workmen  were  not  forced 
to  take  thefe  notes,  if  they  did  not  chufe  it.  Every  body  who  lock 
them,  would  take  them  under  knowledge  of  the  circumfbnces  under 
which  they  were  ifTued.  The  queftion  theitforc  was,  whether  the 
meafure  fhould  be  adopted  at  all,  or  modified.  Some  gentlemen 
propofed,  that  the  notes  fhould  be  iffued  payable  on  demand;  others 
livifbcd  to  leave  out  thofe  words.  ^  For  bis  own  part,  he  conceived 
no  fraud  would  be  pradifed  upon  the  public  by  ufing  the  former 
mode,  becaufe  the  notes  would  be  iflued  under  ciicumftanoes  with 
which  all  perfons  would  be  acquainted. 

After  a  few  words  from  Mr.  BIRD,  the  bill  was  ipead  a  ff* 
cond  time. 


Majrch  I,]  DEBATES.  701 

The.  Houfe  then  refolved  itfelf  into  a  Committee  <lf  the  whole 
Houfe  upon  the  hill. 

In  the  Committee  the  bill  was  gone  through,  and  fome  amend- 
ments made. 

The  report  was  brought  up,  received,  and  read  ;  after  which« 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  fuggefted  to  the  Houfe,  whether  it  would 
be  dcfirable  to  wait  till  to-morrow  with  a  \iew  to  receive  any  far- 
ther tni^uditions,  or  whether  they  (hould  this  night  proceed  to  the 
third  reading  of  the  bill  for  the  fake  of  difpatch. 

Mr.  TIERNEY  piopofed  a  queftion,  whether,  if  he  (hould  gs 
to  a  (hop  to  buy  goods  to  the  amount  of  five  (hillings,  and  offer  one 
of  tfaefe  twenty-ihiUing  notes,  he  (hould  be  put  in  fuch  a  (ituatioii 
as  to  receive  the  goods  and  fifteen  (hillings  in  change  ?  On  the  an* 
fwer  the  right  honourable  gentleman  (hould  make  to  this  queftion 
would  depend  whether  he  (hould  be  induced  to  take  the  notes  ;  if 
the  notes  were  not  placed  on  this  (boring,  and  fome  fubi^antial  fund 
provided  (or  the  purpofe,  they  could  only  tend  to  produce  difputet 
between  him  and  his  tradefmen,  and  to  afford  an  opportunity  fdr 
a  moll  pernicious  fpecies  of  jobbing  and  fpeculation. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  it  was  his  wi(h  to  give  the 
utmoft  £icllity  to  thefe  meafures,  which  had  been  taken  from  the 
preffure  of  unavoidable  necelTity.  But  it  would  be  rccollc6led  that 
the  only  point  in  debate  had  arifen  from  the  circumflance,  that  thefe 
notes  would  fall  under  the  fame  prohibition  with  rcfpcA  to  the  ilTue 
of  fpecie,  which  at  prefent  applied  to  notes  already  in  circulation. 
Whether  it  might  be  expedient  to  admit  any  qualifications  to  this 
prohibition  in  particular  cpfcs  would  be  matter  of  future  difcuflion. 
In  Ac  mean  ume  all  the  notes  would  reft  on  the  fame  fboting — the 
(hofig  convidlion  entertained  of  the  validity  of  the  body  by  whom 
they  were  iffued. 

Mr.  TIERNEY  thanjccd  the  Minifter  forhis  information,  that 
he  (hould  not  be  able  to  get  twenty  (hillings  for  a  twcnty-fliilling 
note. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  begged  that  his  information  might  reft 
upon  the  terms  of  his  own  explanation,  and  not  upon  any  comment 
of  the  honourable  gentleman. 

Mr.  FOX  faid,  that  he  would  not  oppofethis  bill,. but  referve 
to  htmfielf,  whether  he  would  afterwards  give  his  vote  for  repeal* 
ing  or  confirming  the  order  of  council,  prohibiting  the  Bank  to  i(rue 
ipecie.  His  honourable  friend  afked,  where  he  (hould  get  change 
for  his  twenty-(hilling  rx>te  ;  he  had  no  hciitation  to  anfwer,  at  the 
Sank,  otherwife  the  Diredlors  were  liable  to  an  action  for  the 
amount'     But  he  (hould  at  prefent  wave  this  difculTion,  as  he  did 
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not  coaedift  Ifaal  die  qaefttoa  bdpqgsd  m  the  prefeat  ibge  of  tbe 
bufinefs. 

The  ofder  of  die  <iay  being  tod  for  a  *'  motkyn  lor  inqwiy 
imo  die  Giufes  of  die  Order  of  Council  prohibiting  die  Bank  to 
tffiie  Specie/' 

Mr.  FOX  (aid :  In  rifing  to  make  a  nwdon  for  iiiqiiiij,  in 
puriuance  of  a  notice  I  gave  laft  night,  I  do  afliire  tbe  Houfe,  that 
anjr  peribn  who  thinks  me  dtfpoTcd  so  indulge  in  petty  cavils*  or  to 
enter  into  minute  and  verbal  cridctfins»  is  very  ignorant  of  the  ftati! 
of  my  mind  on  die  preiSmt  occafion.  I  fsd  that  the  prefefu  crifis  is 
die  moft  important  that  ever  occurred  in  the  hiflory  of  this  country  ; 
and,  I  ibfemnly  deciare,  that  my  opinion^  withrefpefl  to  die  chance 
of  the  future  proTpericy  of  tiiis  ifland,  is  mere  changed  within  diefe 
ffntf-dght  hours  than  I  could  pciflibly  have  conceived  at  any  former 
period.  If  there  is  any  man,  who  at  ihb  moment  is  difpofcd  lo  in- 
dulge in  petty  cavils,  or  enter  into  verbal  ctiucifms  on  the  ftaie  of 
pffairs,  he  mud  feel  but  little  regard  for  the  welfare  of  die  country, 
or  muft  fed  Icfs  feriouily  than  I  do,  wit^  ulped  to  the  fituation  of 
calamity  into.which  we  have  fallen.  So  flrong  is  die  imprefllicn  on 
my  mind,  that  I,  on  the  contrary,  am  apprehcnfive,  left  I  fhcuk)  be 
tedious  to  the  Houfe,  from  the  ferious  tone  I  feet  myfelf  compcilcd 
to  aflfume,  and  my  anxiety  lo  imprefs  upon  thciie  who  bear  me,  the 
magnitude  of  the  crifis,  and  the  importance  of  the  duty  they  are 
called  to  dtfcharge  to  the  country,  llie  prttiripal  object  of  debate 
hitherto  has  been,  how  far  we  ought  to  enter  into  an  inquiry  re- 
ipe^ting  the  circumdances  which  refer  to  rhis  hew  fituarion  of 
affairs  ?  A  motion  for  the  appointment,  of  a  Committee  of  In* 
quiry  has  been^inade  and  adopted.  To  this  nnotion  I  only  objedcd, 
that  it  did  not  make  provifion,  diar  the  powers  of  this  Committee 
fliould  be  fufficiently  widely  extended  to  meet  all  thofe  obje6ls  of 
inquiry  which  the  neccflity  of  the  time  fnggeikd.  I  (hall  very  likely 
again  be  told,  that  I  am  gettmg  into  verbal  criticifms  ;  but  this  is 
not  a  moment  at  which  I  (hould  feel  myfelf  jufttfied  to  decline  aiqr 
duty,  in  order  to  avoid  any  petty  objeAions.  The  objedl  of  the 
Committee,  which  has  heen  moved  for,  befides  inquiring  into  die 
ftate  of  the  Bank,  which  I  put  out  of  the  queftion,  is  to  exanune 
into  the  neceflTity  of  confirmiog  and  continuing  the  Order,  of 
Council.  I  conceive  the  duty  affigned  to  this  CMimittee  to  be  £up 
too  narrow ;  they  are  not  empowered  to  inquire  into  ttie  caufes  which 
produced  die  neceffity,  nor  even  into  the  adual  exiftence  of  the  ne- 
ceflity,  on  which  the  Order  of  Council  b  {aid  to  have  been  founded, 
but  only  into  the  neceffity  of  confirmmg  and  oontindng  that  Order. 
^^'tw  there  may  be  fome  who  are  of  opinion,  that  no  previous  ae? 
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ceffity  enfted  to  jufiify  the  paUkation  of'  d)at  Order.     But,  after 
the  Order  has  been  iflued,  however  raOily  or  improvidcntlyy  tc  maf 
have  become  matter  of  abfolute  neceffitf  to  continoe  and  conflrm  it: 
in  confequence  of  the  meafore  adopted  by  Council^  the  litua^on  of 
thii^  may  now  be  fuch>  that  even  before  wc  examine  into  the  ne- 
ceflitj  that  produced  die  Order,  it  may  be  dangerous  to  fufpend  its 
opqation.     There  were  many  gentlemen  who  were  laft  night  of 
opinioii,  that  the  confideration  of  the  cxifting  neceflity  was  fo  en- 
tirqiy  feparate  from  the  ifiveftigationof  the  caufes  that  had  produced 
\tf  and  of  fo  much  greater  tirgencyi  that  it  ought  to  be  allowed  the 
preference  with  refped  to  priority  of  difcuflion*  I  can  by  no  means 
agrees  that  thefe  are  two  objieds  of  confideration  entirely  feparate.; 
but  it  was  not  attempted  to  be  denied  by  any  gentleman,  that  it  was 
the  duty  of  this  Houfe  to  inquire  into  the  caufes  that  produced  the 
neoeffity.    On  the  contrary,  it  was  generally  felt  to  be  an  indifpcn- 
fable  duty  to  undotake  this  inquiry,  and  it  is  only  neceflaiy  for  me 
to  refer  to  the  unanimous  refolotion  paifcd  for  this  purpofe ;  but  . 
though  d)cre  are  none  who  deny  the  propriety  of  inve(tigation,  there 
are  fome  who  poffibly  may  objcfi  to  the  iitnels  of  the  time  at  which 
it  is  attempted  to  be  brought  forward.     The  more  I  have  turned 
my  mind  to conlider  the  pmnt,  the  more  firmly  am  I  convinced  that 
an  inquiry,  (bch  as  I   now  piopofe,  cannot  be  delayed  without 
danger.    But  if  it  be  the  opinion  of  the  Committee  that  the  Order 
of  Council  (hould  be  confirmed  and  continued,  and  the  neceflity  for 
this  refolution  has  arifen  merely  from  the  hA  that  fuch  an  Order 
has^  been  iflued,  then  might  we  hope  that  tlus  unprecedented  iitu- 
dSionof  calamity  might  be  of  (hotter  continuance ;  tmt  if  the  Order 
of  Council  was  cadled  for  by  the  exigence  of  the  day ;  if  it  has, 
indeed,  arifen  fioro  the  pftfTure  of  ftrong  and  inre(i{Kble  circum- 
ftancea  ;  fo  long  as  we  remain  ignorant  of  die  caufes  which  have 
led  to  this  dreadful  (ituation,  W€  can  only  apply  temporary  pallia- 
dves  for  the  evil,  and  by  no  means  adopt  any  proper  or  efficient  re- 
medy for  the  embanaffed  Aate  of  the  country.     If  it  has  arifen 
Item  the  impmvidence  of  financial  arrangements,  and  from  an 
enormous  and  unprincipled  fyftem  of  public  expenditure,  then  the 
remedy  is  certain ;  but  if,  on  the  other  hand,  what  I  moft  iinccrely 
depreeatc,  (for  it  is  better  that  individuals  (hould  be  guilty,  than  ttuft 
the  oc^ntry  (hould  be  rained,)  it  had,  indeed,  arifen  from  a  real 
fhte  of  financial  and  commercial  embarraifment,  which,  from  im- 
avddable  caufes,  has  been  progreflfively  going  on,  and  has  now  at*' 
rived  at  that  defp^te  pitch,  that  the  meafure  adopted  by  the  Ciduti^ 
cil  could  no  longer  be  deferred  ;  &en,  though  the  pmijpedt  will  ht^ 
nDotanchoLy  for  the*  countryi  individuals  muft  be  acquitted  from  anf 
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Aare  of  <^irimtnality.  In  this  latter  caic»  it  will  be  incunibefkt 
npon  tbe  coumtrj  to  confider  the  whole  ftate  of  its  policy,  to  reviev 
fbc  fjftkm  which  has  been  purfuod  for  mailjr  jears,  and  to  adopt  a 
very  difl»irent  fyftem  for  its  future  proceedings  :  ic  will  then  be  ne- 
ccffiiry  that  the  whole  conduft  of  this  Houfc,  and  the  whole  prin- 
ciple of  I(;giflation,  (houk)  jdTume  a  different  fortn.  If  this  unex* 
ampled  diftrefs  has  proceeded  from  negled  or  abufe»  from  the  caunc« 
leffnefs  of  thofe  who  (hould  have  guarded  againd  encroacbment, 
and  the  criminality  of  thofe  at  the  head  of  aflfairs,  we  muft  then  for 
a  remedy  recur  to  our  former  principles,  and  endeavour  to  reflore 
the  vigilant  pcrficy  and  the  pure  adminiftration  of  former  periods  ; 
but  if  this  calamity  arifes  from  the  magnitude  of  the  national  debt, 
and  frtmvthe  rapid  degree  in  which  it  has  increafcd  above*the  means 
of  thecoontry,  we  mud  then  adopt  a  principle  of  condud  accom- 
HKMiated  to  this  new  litultion  in  our  affairs.  Tbefe  are  quefiions 
that  do  not  admit  of  delay ;  they  call  for  immediate  and  ferious  dif- 
cuffion :  fuch  b  my  convidlionof  the  importaiVre  of  4he  crifis,  that 
I  am  perfuaded  that>  by  the  meafurcs  that  (hall  be  adopted  within 

^  tbefe  three  weeks,  the  fate  of  the  country  muft  be  decided.  In  one 
cafe,  it  will  only  be  necelDiry  to  reform  thofe  abufes  which  have  been 
ilkiSfered  to  creep  in  by  neglcd,  till  they  have  produced  this  enor*. 
mous  degree  of  mifchief.  In  the  other,  it  will  be  neceflary  to  re- 
Ibrt  to  a  new  fyftem,  and  tP  make  provjfion  for  an  evil  of  fuch  mag* 
nitude,  as  it  is  fcarcely  poffible  to  contemplate  with  equanimity.    In 

«  cither  cafe  it  is  imponant  to  jnftitute  an  immediate  inquiry,  in  order 
Aat  we  may  be  qualified  to  judge  of  our  lituatton,  and  adopt  mea- 
fiues  fuitable  to  the  crifls.  It  is  now  my  intention  to  move  for  a 
Committee  of  Inquiry  for  the  purpofes  I  have  mentioned.  Pro- 
bably a  Committee  of  the  whple  Houfe  will  not,  in  tliis  inftance,  be 
deemed'  thci  moft  eligible.  In  my  opinion,  indeed,  the  more  public 
the  inquiry,  the  better  will  it  anfwer  the  obje<5l  for  which  it  is  in«. 
tended.  But  there  are,  perhaps,  fome  circumftances  conneded 
with  the  inveftigation,  which  might  not  be  deemed  proper  to  be 
generally  divulged.  I  do  not,  however,  mean  to  propofe  that  the 
Committee  (hall  be  chofcn  by  ballot,  but  that  the  Members  who 
flull  be  appointed  to  compofe  it  be  named  to  this  Houfe.  There 
are  certainly  feveral  inftahces  of  C?ommittees  baying  been  chofen 
nominally  on  fimilar  occafions.  But,  in  the*prefent  inftance»  I  do 
not  reft  on  the  authority  of  a  few  precedents,  bat  on  g  circumfhnce 
which  appestrs  to  me  to  c^rry  fome  weight,  with  a  view  to  the  invcfti- 
gatbn  I  have  now  propofed.  An  opinign  has  certainly  gone  abroad 
in  the  country,  that  a  great  majority  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  re- 
Fofe  9fik  unlimited  QO(^dence  in  the  prefept  Minift^rs.    I  do  not  lay 
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thatfuch  a  fufplcioti  is  well  founded,  but  it  is  undoubtedly  generally 
prevalent.  Now  if  fuch  be  the  furmife  that  a  great  majority  of 
this  Houfe  have  fo  ftrong  a  partiality  for  Miniftcrs,  and  fhcw  an 
uniform  difpofitioh  to  delegate  to  them  their  duties  and  their  con- 
fcience,   in  order  to  counteract  this  fufpicion,  it  is  better  that  the 

.  Members  of  the  Committee  (hall  be  openly  named  in  the  Houfe, 
than  appointed  by  the  influence  of  ballot.  If  it  be  thought  necef- 
fary,  let  it  be  debated  whether  the  Members  who  arc  named  are 
proper  perfons  to  (it  on  t;he  Committee.  A.  point  of  this  fort  has 
been  debated  in  a  former  ini^ance,  and  has  even  occafioned  a  divi- 
fion.  If  it  be  the  opinion  of  Minifters  that  their  friends  only 
fhould  be  members  of  the  Committee^  let  them  exprefsthat  opinion 
by  vote,  and  not  regulate  the  appointment  by  the  influence  of  ballot. 
We  (hall  then  be  able  to  judge  from  the  proceedings  in  this  Houfe, 
and  according  to  the  .names  that  wc  (hall  And  to  be  adopted  or  re- 
jeSed,  what  expectation  we  may  form  from  the  decifion  t)f  the 
Committee.  Mr.-  Fox  then  moved,  ^*  That  a  Committee  be  ap- 
pointed  to  inquire  into  the  cauies  which  have  produced  tlie  Order  of 
Council." 

General  WALPOLE  rofe  to  fecond  the  motion.  The  bed  way, 
in  his  opinion,  to  reftore  the  public  credit,  was  to  give  confidence  to 
the  people,  which  could  only  be  by  a  removal  of  thofe  Mini(ters, 
whofe  ruinous  and  ill-concerted  fchemes  had  been  the  caufe  of  the 
prefent  embarraffments.  The  Order  in  the  Council  was  faid  to 
have  been  iifued  upon  the  exigencies  created  by  an  extravagant  and 
ill- founded  alarm.  It  was  of  importance  to  inquire,  then,  who 
were  the  authors  of  this  alarm,  and  this  would  require  but  little  re- 
fearch  to  afccrtain  ;  for  who  did  not  know  that  it  had  been  created 
by  Minifters  themfclves  ?  He  recolleded,  though  he  was  not  pie- 
fent  at  the  debate,  that  when  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
came  to  the  Houfe  demanding  additional  aid  to  the  Emperor,  he 
ftated  that  he  had  pofitive  information  that  the  enemy  meditated  an 
invafion  of  fome  part  of  His  Majefty's  dominions.  What  was  ffill 
more  ftrange,  this  proclamation,  i(rued  upon  an  occaflon  to  which 
alarm  had  given  rife,  was  figncd  by  the  greate(t  alarmifts  in  the 
kingdom,  the  Lord  Chancellor,  the  Secretary  of  State^  the  Firft 

.  Lord  of  the  Admiralty,  Lord  Fitzwilliam — No ;  he  aflccd  his 

'  pardon  ;  Lord  Fitzwilliam  alone  had  adted  confidently  with  his  prin- 
ciples. Neither  did  he  fee  the  name  of  his  right  honourable  friend, 
the  Secretary  at  War  \  and  he  believed  that  he  had  kept  back  be* 

.  caufe  he  was  afbamed  of  its  contents.    He  hoped  that  this  was  but 
a  prelude  to  his  right  honourable  friend  again  coming  over  to  that 
iidc  of  the  Houfe,  which>  when  he  did^  he  (hould  fet  as  high  a  value 
Vot.L  4X 
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upon  his  political,  as  he  now  did  upon  his  private  fnend(hip.  There 
was  one  argument  for  the  Committee  propofed  by  Mr.  Fox  which 
appeared  to  him  to  be  unanfwerable  \  it  was,  that  in  the  tranfaction 
there  were  two  parties,  the  Bank  and  Adminiflration.  It  was 
agreed  on  all  hands  that  no  blame  attached  to  the  Bank  ;  it  followed 
of  courfe,  therefore,  that  it  muft  lie  with  the  Miniftcrs.  Upon  this 
ground,  as  well  as  upon  thofc  which  had  been  fo  ably  dated  by  Mr. 
Fox,  he  fecondcd  the  motion  for  a  Committee. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  in  the  view  which  he  fliould  take 
of  this  queftion,  it  would  not  fee  neccffary  to  go  into  the  topics 
iirged  by  the  brave  and  gallant''  Officer  who  fecohded  the  motion. 
What  he  had  faid  did  not  appear  to  him  to  be  relevant  to  the  quef- 
tion,  or  much  conncflcd  with  the  matter  in  difcuflTion.  One  argu- 
ment ufed  by  the  honourable  General  feemed  to  him  extremely  lin- 
gular, and  no  lefs  fo  the  confequences  which  he  deduced  from  it. 
The  honourable  General  feemed  very  much  furprixed  that  any  of 
thofe  Members  who  profcfTed  themfelves  alarmed  when  they  con- 
ceived the  Country  and  its  Conftitution  in  danger,  fhould  ever 
afterwards  fign  any  complaint  of  an  ill-founded  alarm.  It  bad  been 
faihionable  to  call  certain  gentlemen  "  Alarmifls,''  and  thefc  gen- 
tlemen were  fuppoibd  to  have  a6)ed  upon  a  groundlefs  alarm :  in 
this  view  of  the  matter,  there  might  be  fome  ground  for  the  honour- 
able Gcnerars  furprize.  But,  furely,  if  gentlemen  once  had  con- 
ceived there  were  grounds  of  ferious  apprchenfion,  and  had  aftcd  in 
confequence  of  fuch  convidion,  it  did  not  follow  ihat  they  were  not 
to  complain  when  they  thought  they  faw  an  unfounded  and  exag- 
gerated alarm  prevailing.  It  was  the  firft  time  he  ever  heard  that 
they  were  to  forfeit  till  title  to  provide  againd  alarm  which  was  ill- 
founded,  becaufe  they  had  before  conceived  there  did  exid  a  good 
ground  of  aprehenfion.  The  inconfiflency  of  fuch  condu6i  was 
not  apparent  to  him. 

l^he  right  honourable  gentleman  Bad  fuppofed  the  alarm  muft  be 
ill-founded,  becaufe  he,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  had 
faid  that  there  was  reafon  for  apprchenfion  ;  was  not  this  the  fa<9  ? 
He  had  ftated  to  the  IJoufe  that  there  were  reafonS  to  apprehend 
the  enemy  would  attempt  to  invade  fome  part  of  the  kingdom ; 
what  part,  he  did  not  profefs  to  know  :  and  farther  ftated,  that  he 
believed,  by  exertions,  we  were  fully  capable  of  refilling  with  tBFcA 
any  fuch  attempt,  fhould  they  be  capable  of  making  it.  He  had 
alfo,  in  common  with  his  colleagues,  endeavoured  lo  ftimulate  the 
country  to  thofe*  ei^crtions  which  would  give  it  fecurity,  and  take 
away  all  caufe  of  alarm.  But  did  it  follow,  that  while  they  were^ 
ttiaking  exertions  againft  alarm,  wcU  founded,  they  were  noc  to. 

2  •  '  . 
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take  any  'precaution  againd  any  degree  of  alarm,  however  ?II. 
founded  ?  This  was  the  ground  upon  which^hey  were  charged 
with  tnconfiftencv. 

With  regard  to  the  queAion  propofed  by  the  motion  itfclf,  the 
difference  -of  opinion  was  more  in  the  time  and  mode  of  adopting 
the  meafure,  than  in  the  thing  itfelf.  He  did  not  rife  fo  much  to 
objefi  4o  the  propriety  of  a  general  inquiry,  as  he  did  to  combat 
the  idea  of  a  neceffity  of  enlarging  the  powers  of  the  Committee, 
on  the  notion  that  they  were  not  empowered  to  inquire  into  the 
caufes  which  produced  the  neccflity.  He  begged  diftindly  to  dif- 
claim  any  fuch  idea.  He  app  "td  to  the  Houfe,  whether  in  what 
fell  from  him  ycderday,  he  did  not  as  dillin<^]y  difclaim  it.  If 
the  Houfe  would  recoiled^,  every  part  of  his  argument  went  to  Aate 
a  neceiTity  for  inquiNng  into  the  caufes,  as  weil  for  taking  the 
meafure,  as  into  the  propriety  of  its  continuance.  He  only  urged 
the  Recefllty  of  the  firft  point  in  priority  of  time,  that  they  might 
proceed  immediately  to  that  object,  which  could  not  fafely  be  de^^ 
layed  while  they  gave  the  neccQ'ary  inveliigation  to,  the  other  parts. 
The  duty  attached  to  that  Committee  he  conceived  to  embrace  both 
objects  of  inquiry,  and  what  was  now  propofed  by  the  right  honour- 
able gentleman  was  a  part  of  their  duty ;  therefore,  if  another  Com-' 
mittee  were  appointed,  there  would  be*  one  Committee  ex'^mining 
the  propriety  of  continuing  the  meafure  of  the  Privy  Council, 
and  another  for  the  examination  of  the  caufes  producing  the  necef- 
fity  of  the  meafure.  In  his  opinion,  the  whple  ought  to  be  the 
province  of  the  fame  Committee.  As  to  the  caufes  producing  the 
neceffif)',  he  thought/the  queftion,  upon  that  point,  would  fall  much 
more  naturally  within  the  province  of  the  fame  Committee  who 
had  invei^igatcd  the  propriety  of  the  order,  upon  the  examination  of 
the  Bank  affairs.  When  they  had  done  that,  the  next  point  in 
the  order  of  time  was,  the  more  minute  invelligittion  of  the  remote 
caufes.  This  would  be  done  from  all  the  variety  of  fource*^  con- 
taining the  authorities,  either  from  the  offices  of  Executive  Govern- 
ment, or  otherwifc. 

If  by  the  appointment  of  a  Committee,  as  propofed  by  the  right 
honourable  gentleman,  no  poffiblc  time  could  be  gained,  he  di('  not 
fee  any  reafon  why  it  fhould  not  be  referred  to  the  lame  Coinmirtce. 
Jle  faw  no  reafon  why  one  C«>mmittec  fhould  be  appointed  to  con- 
fidcr  one  part  of  the  fubjedl,  and  another  another  i  or  that  -rec  jufe 
one  Committee  had  gone  through  an  inquity  upon  one  part  ui  the 
fubjefl,  they  had  therefore  disqualified  themfelvts  to  judge  oi  the 
remaincler.  The  fcrutinecrs  had  not  returned  the  names  of  the 
Committer  which  they  hau  balloted  for  ;  but  they  had  <i^.peared 
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to  the  Hoiifc  w6rthy  of  having  an  important  and  folemn  truft  rc- 
pofed  in  them  ;  and  unlcfs  they  proved,  by  their  conduft,  that  d»cy 
were  not  defcrving  of  that  confidence,  he  was  at  a  loft  to  conceive 
trhat  objection  could  be  made  to  entrufting  them  with  the  whole 
inquiry.     Gentlemen  fecmed  particularly  anxious  about  this  part  of 
the  fubje<5t,  and  indeed  it  appeared  the  only  part  upon  which  there 
was  nny  difference  of  opinion.     But  it  was  difHcult  to  cRfcufo  it, 
confiftcntly  with  the  order  of  the  Houfe.     The  cuitem  of  choofing 
Secret  Committees  by  ballot   was  a  meafare  frequently  refbrted 
to  by  our  anceftors,  and    formerly   had    been   acfted  upon  with 
very  few  exceptions,  though  he  admitted  that,  in  latter  times, 
there  had  been  fome  exceptions.      It  was  perfe<Sly  well  known, 
that  there  always  had  exifted   party  differences  in   that  Houfe, 
and  obvious  rcafons  muft  immediately  fuggeft  themfeives  to  gentle* 
men  to-  juftify  the  pradice  which  had  formerly  been  eOablifhed. 
He  really  felt  himfelf  at  a  lofs  how  to  argue  this  part  of  the  qucf- 
tion  ;  but  he  would  appeal  to  the  Houfe,  at  leaft  to  thofe  who  were 
difpofed  to  judge  candidly  of  what  he  faid,  whether  he  was  not  cor- 
redl  in  what  he  had  faid.      It  appeared  to  him  not  to  be  the  moft 
proper  mode  of  appointing  a  Committee,  to  mention  gentlemen  in- 
dividually by  name,  and  to  have  debates  upon  the  propriety  of  every 
individual  being  appointed — this  muft  lead  to  difcufTions  of  a  na- 
ture that  the  Houfe,  he  was  fure,  would  wi{h  to  avoid,  and  that 
would  not  be  confiftent  with  the  dignity  of  their  character.  But  then 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  aiked,  "  Are  all  the  pcrfons  who 
are  to  be  appointed,  to  be  gentlemen  in  the  habits  of  voting  with 
Adminiftration  ? "     He  had  before  ftated  the  difficulty  of  fpeaking 
upon  this  fubjcdt ;  but  certainly  there  might  be  pcrfons  whofe  fcnfe 
of  public  duty  led  them  to  fuppofe  that  the  views  of  one  fet  of  men 
were  better,  and,  confequcntly,  more  defcrving  of  fupport,  than  the 
views  and  objed^s  of  another.      Perfons  certainly  entertained  parti- 
cular attachments  to  different  parties,  and  might,  in  fo  doing,  z6k 
confcientioufly.     Gentlemen  might  entertain  fyftematic  opinions, 
that  the  fafety  of  the  country  depended  upon  its  affairs  being  con- 
du6lcd  by  one  fet  of  men,  and,  in  confequence  of  that  opinion, 
might  give  them  fyftematic  fupport ;  but  it  did  not  from  thence 
follow,  that  they  had  given  up  the  power  of  judging  for  themfeives. 
There  were  gentlemen  who  as  fyftematically  thought  ill  of  Admi- 
niihation,  and  as  fyftematically  oppofed  themi  he  admitted  the 
latter  might  adl  fairly,  and  hoped  it  was  not  too  much  to  fay,  that 
the  former  might  do  fotoo.     The  M^ority  might  entertain  unfa- 
vourable opinions  of  the  Majority,  and  certainly  the  Majority  had 
a  rig^t  to  oitcrtain  as  bad  opinions  of  them.     When  queftiMs  of 
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hqmiy  airofe,  there  mi^ht  be  differences  of  opinion  as  to  the  mode 
of  efFeAing'  ir.  ,  He  faw  no  rcafon  why  the  inquiry  ihould  be  ex* 
olufive  ;  but,  on  the  other,  hand,  he  faw  no  rcafon  why  thofc  whQ 
were  in  oppofition  to  the  meafure,  (hould  have  more  weight,  in  the 
Committee  than  thofe  who  were  on  the  other  fide.   ^ 

Was  it  obje£lionabIe  in  aCommittee»  that  it  was  probable  that, 
generally  fpeaking,  they  would  be  of  one  way  of  thinking  ?  He 
j^w  no  rcafon  why  the  Minority  bad  any  right  to  fet  up  views  of 
party  againft  a  Majority,  or  to  fuppofe  that  the  Public  had  not,  at 
IcaAy  as  good  an  opinion  of  the  latter  as  they  had  of  the  former.  He 
was  not  aware  that  the  mode  of  chufing  a  Committee  by  ballot  was 
unfair ;  but  he  certainly  could  never  give  his  confent  to  the  ap^- 
pointment  of  a  new  Committee,  merely  for  the  purpofe  of  canvafing 
names  in  the  Houie.  He  did  not  imagine  gentlemen  would  think 
of  propofing  to  chufe  a  Committee,  as  parties  do  arbitrators  and 
referees  ;  and  particularly  where  it  w  as  necpiTary  that  the  arbitrators 
on  both  (iiLlcs.(hou)d  be  equal.  He  had  thought  it  neceffary  to  fay 
thus  much  upon  this  propofal,  to  which  he  certainly  could  not  give 
his  alTent.  As  to  the  ih(juiry  itfelf,  it  was  a  matter  of  indifference 
to  him  at  what  time  the  Committee  was  appointed  ;  it  feemed  to 
htm  to  be  a  mattei*  of  no  confequcnce  ;  but  he  thought  it  would  be 
advantageous  that  the  other  inquiry  (hould  be  finlHicd  firft  ;  when 
that  was  accompli(hed,  he  faw  no  objection  to  the  inquir)'  now  pro- 
pofcd  ;  but  he  did  fee  objedion  to  its  being  determined  on  iiow  ; 
and  he  faw  much  objeftion  to  the  manner  in  which  it  was  propr)fed 
to  appoint  the  Committee  :  therefore,  if  the  Houfc  felt  as  he  did, 
they  would  objc(S  to  the  appointment  of  the  Committee  as  now 
f ropofed  ;  but  not  to  the  inquiry,  or  to  its  being  conduced  by  the 
Committee  now  appointed. 

Mr.  SHERLIDAN  faid,  that  the  mode  of  inquiry  which  the 
Cftanccllor  of  the  Exchequer  now  propofcd,  was  prccifcly  that 
wlich  was  fu^efted  by  the  amendment  which  he  had  moved,  and 
whbh  was  rejcfled  laft  night.  The  right  honourable  gentleman 
had  afferted  the  dignity  of  the  Houfe  with  much  warmth  \  and  here 
tie  was  permitted  tb  retort  upon  him  ;  but  his  fpccch  was  fo  barren 
of  argument,  that  it  need  only  be  repeated  to  appear  ridiculous. 
Mr.  JLheridan  admitted,  that  the  mode  of  appointing  Committees 
by  balot  was  a  good  one  at  firft,  but  it  was  now  become  one  of 
thofe  gK)d  rules  and  good  praQices,  which  are  fo  often  converted 
into  m^  of  impofture  and  abufe.  The  right  honourable  gentle- 
man afl^ed  to  treat  a  public  canvas  for  a  Committee  as  abfurd 
and  indec^t.  But  he  might  have  recolledled,  that  he  himfeif  had 
leomirfe  6  that  abfurd  and  indecent  mode  of  appointing  a  Com- 
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mittee  at  a  voy  critical  period  fthc  time  of  th<2  Rc^^^ency).  He  wooM 
now  afk  him,  why  at  that  time  he  gave  into  fuch  abfurdity,  and 
induced  die  Houfe  to  aft  in  a  manner  fo  unbecoming  its  dignity  ? 
It  was  becaufe  at  that  time  he  knew  the  cafe  to  be  delicate  and  nice, 
and  that  the  country  would  not  have  been  fatisfied  with  a  balloted 
Committee^  which  they  knew  to  be  a  Jury  packed  by  Minifters, 
to  ferve  the  purpofes  which  they  had  in  view.  The  right  hon6iir- 
able  gentleman  alkcd,  why  they  could  chjcQ  to  a  Committee  whofe 
names  they  did  not  know  ?  What  could  the  right  honourable  gcn« 
tieman  fa^  if  he  (hould  aflfert  that  their  names  were  known«  and  that 
feveral  Members,  who  got  Treafury  lifts  put  into  their  hands  at  the 
door  of.  the  Houfe,  went  away  in  difguft.  He  could  not  be  per- 
mitted, by  the  forms  of  the  Houfe,  pofitively  to  fay  who  would  be 
on  the  lift  of  the  C>mmittee,  but  he  (hould  merely  mention  who» 
in  his  opinion,  would  be  proper  peribns,  and  whofe  names,  he 
would  venture  to  predid^,  would  appear  on  the  lift  to  be  given  in 
the  courfe  of  an  hour.  If,  however,  that  lift  agreed  with  his  pre« 
di£tion,  he  prefumed  it  would  hardly  be  contended  that  he  was 
fuch  a  prophet  as  to  be  able  to  tell  the  chances  of  a  fair  ballot. 
The  names  were  very  refpedlable,  and  it  was  neccffiiry  that  they 
ibould  be  fo,  in  order  to  give  a  colour  to  the  btifinefs.  Mr.  Sheri- 
dan then  read  the  names  on  his  lift  as  follows : 

Sir  John  Scott— a  very  refpedtable  name. 

Ifaac  Hawkins  Browne,  Efq. — a  very  proper  perfon. 

Charles  Bragge,  £fq.«— He  will  entertain  the  Committee  with 
critical  remarks. 

John  William  A  nderfon,  Efq. 

John  Pane,  Efq. 

Thomas  Grenville,  Efq. 

William  Wilbcrforce,  Efq. 

Charles  Grej',  Efq.— very  proper  indeed. 

Sir  John  Mitibrd. 

William  Huffey,  Efq. 
•    W.  Wilberforcc  Bird,  Efq. 

William  Plumer,  Efq.  • 

Thomas  Powys,  Efq. 

John  Blackburne,  Efq. 

Thomas  Bemey  Bramfton,  Efq. 

All  very  refpedable  gentlemen ! 

He  muft  obferve,  howevdr,  that  in  this  lift  Minifters  had  not 
preferved  the  rules  of  proportion,  for  his  fide  of  the  Houfi  were  en- 
titled to  have  five  and  a  fradion.  He  did  not  chargethe  Chan- 
'^ellor  of  th^  Exchequer  widi  making  out  the  lift  himfdf.    ^cit. 


March  I.]  DEBATES.  711 

faid  Mr.  Sheridan,  I  fee  the  right  honourabk  gentleman  oppolite 
(Mr.  Dundas)  fmile,  as  if  he  would  fay,  '^  No,  my  right  honour- 
able friend,  in  the  innocence  of  his  heart,  never  fufpeded  fuch  a 
thing ;  but  there  are  plenty  around  pcrfedly  competent  to  the  taflc." 
With  refpe^t  to  the  qucftion  itfelf,  he  was  perfedly  indifierent  whe- 
ther an  inquiry  was  inftituted  or  not,  if  anotlier  Committee  was  not 
appointed.  An  honourable  General  had  endeavoured  to  account 
for  the  Secretary  at  War  not  (igning  the  Order  of  Council ;  he  be- 
lieved that  it  proceeded  from  the  reflcdions  it  contained  againft  the 
alarmifts ;  for  he  was  fo  rooted  an  alarmift  himfelf,  that  he  was 
fure  he  could  not  believe  that  any  of  his  tribe  could  a6t  in  a  manner 
worthy  of  reprchcnfion.  He  begged  pardon  of  the  Houfe  for 
being  jocular  on  fo  grave  a  fubjed  ;  but  even  amidft  the  wreck  of 
public  credit,  and  on  the  brink  of  the  country's  ruin,  it  was  impofli^ 
ble  not  to  laugh  at  the  juggling  tricks  and  miferablc  (hifts  to  which 
Minifters  had  recourfe  to  fcrccn  thcmfclves  from  puniAiment. 

The  SECRETARY  AT  WAR  laid,  that,  upon  the  piefent 
occrtfion,  the  honourable  gentleman,  who  had  juft  fat  down,  had 
reforted  to  that  expedient  which  it  was  his  cuftom  on  all  quedions 
to  introduce,  that  artifice  which  hefo  frequently  difplayed  in  order  to 
difparage  and  to  degrade  the  Houfe,  he  now  attempted  to  reconcile 
ti)  his  purpofcs.  The  obje£l  he  had  in  view,  however,  was  too  ob* 
vious  to  efcape  deteAion.  He  eagerly  feixed  upon  pradtic^s  which, 
in  reality,  required  no  difguife,  becaufe  they  contained  nothing  im- 
proper ;  he  aflumed,  that  corruption  was  the  motive  which  muft 
produce  every  meafure ;  he  toak  the  guilt  for  granted,*  and  then 
fought  the  matter  of  fa6^,  in  order  to  prove  that  the  Houfe  was 
corrupt,  and  to  reduce  Parliament  in  the  eftimation  of  the  public. 
He  thinks  he  has  proved  his  cafe,  when  he  has  (hown  thaf  the  men 
who  are  to  form  the  Committee  are  influenced  by  the  opinions  of 
thofe  with  whom  they  have  been  accuftomed  to  zSt,  Such  rcpre- 
fentations  a&  thefe,  however,  could  not  pafs  with  any  man  of  under- 
ftanding.  What  foppery  was  it  to  adduce  this  as  a  charge  of  cor- 
ruptfon,  when  it  was  fo  well  known  that  the  fame  thing  prevailed 
upon  the  other  fide  !  Why  were  not  the  opinions  of  thofe  whofc 
condufl  they  generally  approved  to  have  the  fame  weight  with  Mem- 
bers upon  this  fide  of  the  Houfe  as  well  as  upon  the  other  ?  The 
cant  ^f  fuperior  purity,  and  the  charge  of  corruption,  was  the 
manner  in  which  the  Minority  had  commonly  thought  proi)er  to 
revenge  themfelves  on  the  Majority.  This  was  the  cant  by  which 
diey  endeavoured  to  impofe  upon  the  public.  The  fame  charge 
might  be  imputed  to  thofe  who  compofed  the  Minority,  becaufe 
diey  were  guided  by  the  dixtdlon  of  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
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iiikn  oppofito  (Mr.  Fe^),  a  drcUni (lance  which  he  did  not  (hte  as 
a  reproach.  MuA,  then,  the  fmaller  nunrkber  arrogate  to  themfelves 
the  moft  pcffcd  rcftitudc,  and  charge  tho  Majority  with  the  very 
word  intentions  ?  -Surely  it  was  a  good  modelt  pretbnfion  this.  In 
h£ty  the  charge  of  corruption  againft  fuch  a  body  as  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  was  in  itfelf  abfurd  and  ridiculous.  T^  number  who 
could  beTuppofed  to  aft  merely  from  their  intereft  muft  be  very  few. 
Does  the  Houfe  of  Commons  diifcr  from  the  country  at  lai^e  in 
this  refpeft  ?  In  places  where  in6uence  could  be  lefs  fclt^  the  fame 
character  prevailed.  Yet,  take  the. majority  of  any  extenfive  fo- 
ctety  in  different  parts,  take  them  in  the  city  of  London,  and  the 
fame  charge  might  be  brought  againft  their  purity;  It  had  foiDc- 
times  been  ufed  as  an  ai]gument  to  prove  the  corruption  of  the 
Houfe,  that  Members  who  were  monied  men  became  fubfcribers  to 
public  loans,  doing  that  which  no  law  prohibited,  and  what,  though 
they  had  not  been  Members  of  the  Houfe,  they  would  have  done. 
By  fuch  reprefentations  asthcfe  was  the  chara6ier  of  Parliament 
vilified,  and  its  independence  arraigned*  With  regard  to  what  had 
fallen  from  his  honourable  friend  (General  Walpolc),  he  could  not 
reply,  as  he  could  not,  like  his  right  honourable  friend,  fo  readily 
overcome  die  djfHculty  of  anfwering  what  he  had  not  heard.  Various 
reafons  were  affigncd  for  his  name  not  appearing  at  the  Order  of 
Councils  to  which  it  would  not  be  expcdled  that  he  ihould  reply, 
Becaufehe  had  once  feen  danger,  was  he  nlways  to  be  afraid  ;  and 
becaufe  he  had  once  been,  upon  good  grounds,  alarmed,  was  he  to 
feel  alarm  upon  every  occafion,  however  exaggerated  it  might  be  r 
It  was  faid,  that  this  fide  of  the  Houfe  had  now  come  into  the  mea- 
fures  of  the  other ;  but  as  their  propofals  laft  night  were  fo  incon- 
iiftent  and  fo  oppofite,  it  was  almoft  impofTible  that  in  (hunning  one 
extreme  they  (hould  not  fall  into  another. 

Mr.  GREY  faid  his  honourable  friend  had  been  accufed  by  the 
Secretaiy  at  war  of  vilifying  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  and  d^rading 
it  in  public  eflimation.  He  wifhed,  however,  that  the  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman,  when  he  •profcfied  himfclf  fo  anxjous  ffir  the 
dignity  and  reputatlcn  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  would  attend  to 
the  qualities  which  were  calculated  to  render  it  refpedablc,  and  to 
juftify  its  claim  to  veneration.  The  right  hcHiourable  gentleman 
held  it  to  be  ufeful  that  the  mode  of  ballot  (hould  be  fo  conduced 
as  to  be  formed  by  minifterial  influence.  He  conceived  it  to  be 
no  difgrace  to  receive  indrudlion  from  Adminiilration  with  regard 
to  the  names  to  be  given  in  the  lifts,  in  a  fituation  of  public  a£Eurs 
like  the  prefent,  amidft  the  unfortunate  events  with  which  we  were 
"unounded,  and  confidering  the  meafures  of  Mintfters  as  the  caufcs 
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to  which  they  were  to  be  afcribed,  when  we  viewed  the  unpar 

diflids  into  which  this  country  was  pluoged,  Miniilers,  up 

face  of  things,  were  chai]ged  with  |>lanie«  and  if  the  invefti 

of  fo  ferious  a  point  was  to  be  intruded  to  a  Cocninittee>  forn 

fuch  a  manner,  it  was  not  by  the  chaige  of  his  honourable  f 

but  by  their  own  conduS,  that  the  Houfe  would  be  deg] 

But  it  was  (aid  that  this  was  the  common  cant  6f  minorities 

that  oppof^tion  themfelves  would  a£t  in^the  fame  manticr  wer* 

placed  in  die  lame  fituation.     But  if  upon  this  fide  of  die 

they  were  defirous  to  have  influence  with  thofe  who  thou§ 

vourably  of  their  principles,  th^  would  do  it  not  by  flcalt 

openly.     If  influenced,  the  public  would  then  fee  how  the 

mittee  was  conftituted,  and  might  judge  of  its  charadier. 

complained  not  that  influence  would  produce  its  weight,  thoi 

circumftances  fo  momentous  as  the  prefent,  it  was  to  be  Ian 

that  it  exifted  ^  but  they  complained  that  the  Houfe  of  Con 

fliould  difplay  fuch  readinefs  to  confide.     Indeed  it  was  mo 

prizing  that  amidfl  the  difliculties  which  his  mifcondudt  had 

lioned,  the  Minifter  could  even  venture  to  come  fWward  ai 

for  confidence  ;  but  it  was  inore  melancholy  diat  Parliament  1 

accede  to  the  demand.  What  was  word,  too,  in  this  mode  of 

ing  the  Committee,  was,  that  it  pretended  to  be  faiVf  wt»Ie  it 

only  have  the  cScA  to  delude^     The  farce  of  a  ballot  ou( 

lead  to  be  laid  afide,  that  the  public  might  be  aUe  to  judge 

fhe  opennefs  of  the  proceedings,  of  the  purity  they  (hould  li 

expe^.     It  was  indeed  not  a. little  fingular  for  the  right  h 

able  Secretary  at  War  to  objedt  fo  contemptuoufly  that  it  w 

common  cant  of  minorities  to  chatge  the  majority  with  corn 

^e  would  tell  the   right  honourable  gentleqian,   however, 

proved  the  cry  to  be  falfe  and  deceitful.     When  thc^e  m 

moft  loud  againfl  abufes,  and  mofl  forward  to  arraign  corru 

became  their   abetters  and  defenders  ;  when  the  right  hone 

gentleman,  who  had  oppofed  fo  \brenuoufly  the  meafures 

prefent  Minider,  who  had  fpurned  his  <<  dirty  filth  and  dc 

contraded  an  intimate  alliance  with  him,  iuppoited  and  o 

his  corruptions  ;   then  he  would  difpute  the  fincerity  of  the 

ufed  the  language,  and  purfued  the  conduct  which  the  ri| 

nourable  gentleman  had  fligmatized.    Such  arts  (night  be  en 

to  miflead  the  people,  but  what  could  be  thou^t  of  the  virt 

man  who  endeavoured  to  deftroy  all  confidence  in  profefiio 

general  charge  againft  thofe  who  ventured  to  expofe  com 

With  r^g^d  to  himfelfi  he  would  fay,  and  he  wiflied  his  v 

be  remembered^  Ihould  be  ever  attempt  Co  deviate  tern  hi 

Vol.  I.  4Y 
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ciplcs/that  with  the  corruptions  of  the  prcfcnt   Government  he 
would  hold  no  communion,  and  if  he  thought  hfs  right  honourable 
friendy  (Mr.  Fox)  in  office^  capable  of  maintaining  the  abufcs  at  prc- 
fent  prevailing,  he  would  no  longer  afford  him  h?s  fupport.  There 
was  no  falvation  for  the  country  but  a  complete  invcftigatiorl  of  the 
caufes  by  which  we  were  reduced  to  our  prefcnt  (ituation.     There 
could  be  no  renovation  of  public  credit  without  a  removal  of  the 
caufes  which  had  affeded  its  deftruc^ion.     To   accomplish  thefe 
objedilsy  the  moft  exa<ft  economy  and  the  moft  cxtenfivc  retrench- 
ments were  required.     The  influence  of  the  Crown  muft  be  di- 
tnini(hed  ;  places  which  were  not  eflTential  to  the  purpofcs  of  Go- 
vernment mud  be  abolifhed  ;  and  above ^all,  and  without  which, 
nothing  could  be  cffeflual,  a  reform  in  the  reprcfentation  muft  be 
introduced.     He  knew  the  ufe  which  would  be  made  of  this  decla- 
ration ;  but  he  was  not  afraid  to  utter  his  fentiments,  nor  was  he 
concerned  for  the  confequences  •  which  might  be  drawn  from  his 
candour.     Till  ttf  had  by  his  own  deed  forfeited  his  claim  to  con- 
fidence' by  a  derelidJion  of  his  principles,  he  was  entitled  to  the  cre- 
dit of  fincerity.      It  was  faid  by  the  right  honourable  gentleman, 
was  it  not  natural  thatjhofe  who  had  fyftematically'  fupported  the 
.  meafures  of  Adminiftration,  had  given  them  confidence,  fhould  feel 
the  influence  which  this  circumftance  would  produce  ?     He  would 
fay,  on  the  contrary,  that  it  was  unnatural  and  monftrous  that  they 
ihould  feel  this  influence  in  favour  of  the  Minifter.      If  public  af- 
fSairs  had  continued  to  move  in  a  courfe  of  glory  and  profperity,  if 
credit  had  remained  unimpaired,  if  the  Bank  of  England  had  not 
ftopped  payment,  and  Government  committed  an  aft  of  bank- 
ruptcy, then  they  might  have  given  without  a  blafh  their  fupport  to 
the  Minifter.    But  after  he  had  led  us  from  one  difafter  to  another, 
to  the  veiy  brink  of  ruin,  could  he  call  for,  couJd  he  expefl  our 
confidence  ?    Minifters  flood  arraigned  as  having  deftroyed  the  pub- 
lic profperity.     They  might  obtain  an  acquittal ;  but  it  was  right, 
it  was  decent,  that  the  tribunal  ftiould  be  fo  conftituted  as  to  give 
weight  to  a  fentencc  of  acquittal.      For  this  purpofe,  then,   ballot 
was  not  the  mode  of  proceeding.   The  ncccffity  of  an  inquiry  was 
not  denied.     The  right  honourable  gentleman,  defeated  laft  night 
by  the  rcfolution  of  the  Houfe,  had  now  found  that,  though  the  in- 
quiries were  feparate,  they  might  be  referred  to  the  fame  Confi- 
mittce  ;  though  laft  night  he  had    dehicd  equally  the  connexion 
between  the  fubjefts  and  the  poflibility  of  referring  them  to  one 
Committee.     But  in  his  opinion  the  beft  way  would  be  to  refer 
the  confideration  of  the  firft  point  to  one  Committee,  and  the  in- 
veftigatioD  of  the  caufes  to  another,  for  there  uras  nothing  to  pro- 
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vent  them  from  proceeding  at  the  fame  time  without  inconvenience. 
Upon  the  meafures  adopted  for  the  next  three  weeks,  the  profpcrity, 
nay  the  exiftence,  of  the  country  depended.  How  could  they  ex- 
pcft  to  retrieve  our  lituation  without  inveftigating  the  caufcs  of  the 
diforder  ?  The  neceflity  of  a  fpeedy  and  thorough  inquiry  was  then 
inoft  urgent.  His  honourable  friend  had  juftly  complained,  that 
tbofe  who  were  fo  eager  to  propagate  alarms  (hould  be  offended  th^t 
they  were  exaggerated.  Such  had  been  the  fyftem  of  Minifters 
every  fcflion  for  fome  time  paft,  and  fuch  extravagant  and  groundlefs 
alarm  had  been  the  foundation  of  fome  opprcflive  meafures.  At  the 
beginning  of  the  prefent  feffion,  the  fpeech  from  the  throne  an- 
nounced the  alarm  of  invafion  ;  Minifters  held  forth  the  dangers 
as  threatening,  and  then  paffcd  the  troublefome  and  opprcflive  adls 
which  were  intended  to  put  the  country  in  a  ftate  of  defence.  They 
propagated  the  alarm  with  ^dlivity,  till  at  length  the  aflual  attempt 
had  excited  a  real  alarm  and  uneafincfs.  The  alarm  raifed  by  Mi- 
nifters had  taken  an  unfortunate  diredion,  and  became  too  ferious. 
While  it  was  only  meant  to  induce  the  people  to  throw  thcmfelves 
more  implicitly  upon  the  pfefent  Adminiftration,  it  had  turned  the 
attention  of  the  people  to  a  confideration  of  their  fafcty,  which  pro- 
duced a  diftruft  of  Government.  Feeling  therefore,  as  he  did,  the 
importance  and  the  urgency  of  our  prefent  lituation,  he  (hould  vote 
for  a  fcparate  Committee  to  invcftigntc,  to  their  remoteft  fources, 
the  caufes  which  had  produced  the  adl  of  Council. 

Mr.  WILBERFORCE  rofe  to  vindicate  the  dignity  and  cori- 
fiftency  of  the  majority  of  the  Houfe,  from  the  afperfions  thrown 
out  againft  them  by  gentlemen  who  were  in  favour  of  the  motion. 
They  had,  indeed,  mixed  ridicule  with  declamation  to  attain  their 
purpofe  ;  but  he  would  aflc,  what  force  could  fuch  afpcrfions  have, 
coming  from  gentlemen  who  had  changed  from  day  to<lay,  from 
month  to  month,  and  from  year  to  year  r  It  certainly  came  with 
an  ill  grace- from  them  to  charge  the  Houfe  with  corruption  ;  they 
who  on  all  occaflons  abufed  the  laft  Parliament,  and  gave  the  pre- 
fent one  pretty  ftrong  reafons  to  judge  what  report  it  might  hereafter 
receive  from .  them.  If  Government,  as  was  reported,  had  ac- 
tually offered  the  lifts  of  Members  proper  to  be  balloted  for,  and 
gentlemen,  in  confcquence  of  that  meafure,  either  approved  of  or 
altered  them,  was  not  that  proceeding  right  ?  He  had  altered  the 
one  prefented  to  himfelf,  and  had  thus  elscercifed  'his  right,  and 
followed  his  duty,  not  with  a  flavifti  acquiefcence,  but  with  his 
own  difcretion  and  judgement.  Such  a  charge  was  peculiarly  ill 
timed,  and  came  very  aukwardly  from  the  gentlemen  oppbfitc, 
who  had  then  lifts  pafCng  between  theip  exprefsly  to  the  fame  in- 

4Y  a 
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tent.  He  did  ii6t  perfeAly  agree  with  both  fides  on  the  dbjoR  of 
the  motioni  but  he  would  fay  that  it  becaAie  the  country  to  inquire 
what  retrenchments  and  fkvings  mig^t  be  made ;  and  no  perfon,  he 
was  convinced^  would  rejoice  more  at  fuch  a  proceeding  dian  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.  The  opinion  of  the  public  was  held 
out  as  agamft  the  fenfe  of  the  majority  of  the  Houfe,  though  the 
faA  was  dire£Uy  oppofite.  He  recolleflcd  that  fuch  arguments  were 
applied  to  him  in  17839  and  84«  in  90,  and  96,  yet  when  he  re- 
turned to  his  conftitucnts,  inftead  of  finding  the  fentiments  of  the 
people  againd  him^  the  abiblute  reverfe  was  manifefV.  In  the  ac- 
tual (late  of  the  country  and  of  the  world,  it  was  impoifible  not 
to  be  expofed  to  fome  evils,  notwithAandlng  the  utmoA  wifdom  of 
any  Adminiftration.  But  from  the  very  outfet  of  the  war,  mtich 
of  the  public  calamity  was  owing  to  the  condad  of  oppofition,  and 
to  the  condud  of  thofe  who  had  proceeded  to  lengths  which  the  c^ 
pofitbn  would  not  avow. 

Mr,  CURWEN  faid,  that  thofe  who  arraigned  others  of  incon- 
fidency  and  corruption,  fhould  look  to  their  own  conduA,  and  not 
get  up  :is  volunteers  to  accufe  others,  while  they  themfelves  were 
liable  to  the  fame  accufations.  Had  a  liA  been  brought  to  him, 
in  order  to  influence  or  diredt  his  choice  in  nominating  a  Committee, 
he  (hould  regard  it  as  an  infult,  and  think  himfelf  unworthy  of  his 
fituation,  if  he  liftened  to  any  influence  but  his  own  judgement. 
The  caufe  we  had  now  to  fupport,  called  for  and  required  the 
united  exertions  of  every  man  in  the  Houfe  and  in  the  nation  ; 
^d  the  afped  of  the  times  was  fuch,  that  he,  for  one,  felt  himiclf 
compelled  to  fupport  the  Minifter,  not  from  any  approbation  of 
his  political  principles  and  condud,  which  he  nerer  could  approve, 
but  becaufe  nothing  elfe  was  now  left  to  be  done  by  any  gentleman 
who  had  a  flake  in  the  country.  He  was  the  laft  man  whom  his 
judgement  would  prompt  him  to  fupport ;  but  from  his  love  for 
his  country,  and  for  what  remained  of  its  Conflitution,  he  would 
not  embarrafs  him.  His  (ituation  now  was  fuch,  diat  die  people 
could  no  longer  place  any  confidence  hi  him,  from  the  oppreffivc- 
ne(s  of  his  meafures,  and  the  multiplied  burdens  with  which  he 
wantonly  loaded  them.  He  was  unable  to  guide  the  aflidrs  of  the 
nation,  e(^ially  in  thefe  trying  times ;  and  this  Mr.  Curwen  af- 
firmed to  be  bis.  mofl  confcientious  opinion.  The  repeated  alarms 
he  had  (pead  through  the  country,  had  damped,  its  fpirit  and  rtouded 
its  hopes  ;  its  energies  were  gone,  and  there  remained  no  fpring  to 
give.  His  fituation  he  looked  on  as  by .  no  means  enviable ;  and 
had  he  (Mr.  Curwen)  the  abilities  and*  ambition  of  the  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman  (Mr.  Fitt}|  he  would  not  accept  the 
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•  •  • 
he  how  held  under  the  fecRngs  he  muft  experience  ;  no :  though 
for  the  endurance  of  fuch  feelings,  he  were  to  have  the  fc^  (imple 
of  all  his  emoluments  for  life.  Neither  could  he  think  that  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Fox),  would  at  prefent  afpire  to 
fhat  fituation :  if  he  did,  he  trufted  that,  contrary  to  the  ufual 
pra£tice  of  Minifters,  he  would  perform,  when  in  power,  the  pro- 
mlfcs  which  he  made  while  in  oppofition. 

The  prefent  ftate  of  the  country  called  for  a  man  great  enoqg^ 
to  fpurn  and  to  dcftroy  the  means  ufually  rcforted  to  by  Minifters ; 
a  talk  which,  he  trufted,  that  right  honourable  gentleman  woddt 
not  flirink  from.  We  ought  no  longer  to  deceive  the  country,  but 
go  fairly  into  an  inquiry  that  may  heal  its  wounds  ;  but  that'in- 
quiiy  muft  be  fpecdily  inftituted — if  a  moment  be  loft,  it  may  be 
irretrievable,  and  we  arc  loft  for  ever. 

The  MASTER  OF  THE  ROLLS  fpoke  againft  the  motion. 
He  was  of  opinion  that  it  would  be  extremely  wrong  to  appoint  a 
fecond  Committee,  during  the  fitting  of  that  which  the  Houfe  had 
juft  appointed.  After,  that  Committee  had  made  their  report,  if 
the  Houfe  (hould  then  think  it  ncceflary  to  move  an  inftruflien 
to  them,  to  inquire  into  the  caufes  of  the  ncceflity  of  ifluing  the 
Order  of  Council,  it  might  be  done-  If  it  was  thought  necelfary 
to  appoint  another  Committee  for  that  ptirpofe,  then  it  would  be 
time  enough,  at  prefent  he  thought  it  extremely  improper.  He 
was  alfo  decidedly  in  favour  pf  a  ballot  in  preference  to  an  open 
nomination. 

Mr.  SEWELL  thought  that  the  Committee  (hould  diftinguifli 
between  the  remote  and  immediate  caufe  of  the  neceflTity  of  the 
Order  of  Council.  He  undcrftood  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
was  ready  to  a<;cede  to  the  prefent  motion. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  obferved,  that  he  had  not  cxpreflcd  any 
readinefs  to  accede  to  the  motion,  as  the  honourable  gentleman 
feemed  to  undcrftand  him.  Certainly  not !  He  merely  ftated  his 
readinefs  to  accede  to  the  propoiition,  that  the  Committee  ihould 
take  the  fubjed  into  confideration,  though  not  in  a  diftind!  and 
ieparate  manner. 

Mr.  SEWELL  explained. 

Mr.  POLLEN  rpfc  and  fpoke  as  follows  :- 

**  Mr,  Speaker,  I  cannot  but  think  it  a  moft  lamentable  cir- 
cumftance,  that  the  very  precious  time  of  this  Houfe  (hould  be  con- 
famed  in  dtfcufling,  whether  fifteen  Members  of  its  body  poffefs 
abilities  to  examine,  and  virtue  to  determine,  on  circumftances  which 
may  come  before  thera.  Good  God,  Sir,  ftiall  it  go  out  into  the 
wortd^  that  after  ibch  names  have  been  recited  to  us,  as  an  honour* 
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able  Member  predicted  would  be  the  appointed  Committee»  any* 
fufpicion  (hould  attach  to  them  ?  Nay^  even  an  honourable  gen- 
tleman, who  has  fpbken  with  great  encr^  from  the  floor,  (Mr. 
Grey,)  has  not  ventured  to  arraign  their  refpedability.  If,  then^ 
talent9^are  not  denied,  and  integrity  not  impeached,  what  other  qua- 
lities would  gentlemen  wifti  to  belong  to  a  Committee  ?  Now,  Sir, 
I  cannot  but  confefs  that  my  opinion  (in  which  I  may  very  eafily  be 
miftaken)  is,  that  the  right  honourable  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer has  diredlly  and  diametrically  differed  from  his  conduA  laft 
night — but  I  do  not  pretend  to  inquire  into  the  reafons  of  any  man's 
alteration  of  opinion  ;  fuflBce  it  that  it  is  altered  for  the  better—- 
I  do  therefore,  for  myfelf  and  my  conflituents,  mod  fincerely  thank 
him  for  aiTenting  to  the  *'  Inquiry  into  the  caufes  of  the  Order  of 
Council'*  being  referred  to  the  Committee  already  appointed,  which 
is  what  I  voted  for  lad  night.  I  am  fure  it  wUI  eafe  my  mind, 
and,  I  trud,  it  will  the  minds  of  my  conflituents ;  and  I  repeat 
with  pleafure,  that  I  have  no  fear  led  the  refult  of  that  inquiry 
ihould  not  be  honourable  to  His  Majedy's  Minifters,  and  the  condu£t 
of  it  creditable  to  the  Committee." 

Lord  H  A  WKESBURY  declared,  that  he  oppofed  the  amendment 
moved  the  night  before,  from  a  convidion  that  it  went  to  inditute 
an  inquiry  into  the  remote,  not  the  proximate  caufes  of  the  Order  of 
Council.  He  fhould  s^z  againft  the  motion,  as  two  Committees 
were  perfeftly  ufclefs. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  it  was  not  eafy  to  define  what 
were  remote,  and  what  proximate  caufes.  This  mud  be  refened 
to  the  difcretion  of  a  Committee. 

Mr.  NICHOLLS  faid,  he  would  trouble  the  Houfe  with  2 
fingle  obfervation.  It  had  been  dated  by  fhe  Secretary  at  War» 
that  when  a  Committee  was  to  be  elefled  by  ballot,  lids,  containing 
the  names  of  perfons  proper  to  be  returned  on  that  Committee 
had  been  ufually  didributcd  with  the  privity  of  the  Minider ;  Mr. 
NichoUs  faid,  he  did  not  mean  to  examine  whether  that  ufage  was 
proper  or  improper.  But  he  dcfired  the  Minider  to  confider  the 
fituation  in  which  he  dood.  He  had  advifed  His  Majedy  to  ifliie 
an  Order  of  Council,  which  the  Attorney  General  had  the  preced- 
ing evening  declared  to  be  illegal :  and,  indeed,  it  would  have  been 
drange  if  the  Attorney  General  had  not  declared  it  to  be  illegal ; 
for  by  that  Order  of  Council  His  Majedy's  Minider  had  direded 
the  Bank  of  England,  adding  as  the  agent  of  the  nation,  to  pay  the 
dividends  to  the  national  creditors  in  paper,  not  to  pay  thofe  divi« 
dends  which  the  Nation  had  contraiSed  to  pay.  He  was  to  judify 
this  meafure  to  the  Xatisfadlion  of  his  Country.     If  he  w^  unable 
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to  give  the  Country  (atisfadion  on  this  fubjefl,  he  could  not  remain 
the  Minifter.  He  put  it  \o  the  confideration  of  the  Minifter  him- 
felf,  whether  the  Country  would  be  fatisfied  with  an  acqtiittal  by  a 
Conimittee  nominated  by  the  Minifter  himfelf  ? 

Mr.  Windham  remarked,  that  as  lifts  had  been  circulated 
on  fcoth  fides,  objeflions  of  that  nature  ought  to  have  little' weight. 

Doftor  LAWRENCE  began  by  obferving,  that  he  had  endea- 
-vourcd  to  chaftifc  his  own  feelings,  and  fubdue  every  prejudice  and 
paftion,  before  he  ventured  to  look  coolly  and  firmly  at  the  awful 
ftatc  of  the  country.  His  chief  objcft  was  to  confidcr  the  prefcnt 
fituation  of  aflFairs  difpafliohately,  and  in  an  unbiaffed  manner. 
With  that  view  he  came  to  the  Houfe,  and  he  was  happy  to  ac- 
knowledge that  the  way  in  which  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
(Mr.  Fox)  had  introduced  the  fubjefl  matter  of  his  motion  was  fair, 
candid,  and  in  no  refpcdt  painful  to  his  feelings  :  yet  he  could  not 
avoid  faying,  that  they  were  confiderably  affedled  by  the  violent  de- 
clamation ufed  by  fome  gentlemen  who  followed  him,  and  by  the 
laughter  which  the  remarks  of  an  honourable  gentleman  had  pro- 
duced in  difcufling  a  topic  which  required  peculiar  delicacy  and 
gravity,  at  a  period  fo  momentous  to  the  public  welfare.  It  ap- 
peared to  hjm,  that,  after  the  Report  of  the  Committee  Oiould  be 
received,  an  inquiry  might  be  pYx>perly  made  into  the  caufcs  ftated 
in  the  motion.  But  the  neceffity  of  fuch  a  proceeding  was  then,  in 
no  point  of  view  whatever,  of  a  preffing  nature,  and  to  purfuc  it  to 
a  great  extent,  when  other  important  confiderations  called  for  the 
attenticA  of  the  Committee,  would  be  both  dangerous  and  with- 
out utility.  The  gentlemen  on  the  other  fide  imputed  finifter  mo- 
tives to  Adminiftration,  and  to  the  Majority  of  the  Houfe  in  the 
nomination  of  the  Members  of  the  Sele6l  Committee,  yet  at  the 
feme  time  they  readily  admitted  that  the  Members  named  were  all 
men  of  the  greateft  refpeflability.  Since  fuch  was  the  eflTeft  of  the 
corrupt  motives  which  were  attributed  to  Minifters,  he  was  happy 
to  declare  that  he  would  ever  cherifli  that  corruption  which  pro- 
duced fuch  valuable  confequences.  If  fo  grofs  a  praflice  of  villify- 
ing  the  integrity  and  dignity  of  the  Houfe  were  introduced  and  per- 
niitted",  it  would  ultimately  tend  to  annihilate  them.  The  confe- 
quences were  of  a  moft  ferious  nature  to  a  deliberate  aflembly,  and 
went  to  deftroy  the  very  cflTence  of  it.  He  fhould  not,  for  his 
part,  give  a  vote  on  blind,  but  on  general  and  well-founded  confi- 
dence. He  thought  it  ncceflary  to  advert  to  another  topic,  in' 
which  he  felt  himfelf  peculiarly  intercfted.  The  name  of  Earl 
Fitzwilliam  had  been  mentioned  by  an  honourable  gentleman. 
It  was  a  noble  and  venerable  name^  and  he  agreed  in  the  fulkft 
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maimer  to  the  eulogiiiin  which  had  been  ptfled  on  it.  But  wbf 
introduce  that  name,  becaufe  it  had  not  been  figned  to  the  Ordar 
of  Council  ^  The  alarm  was,  in  bis  opinion,  juAly  felt.  It  was 
an  alarm  that  looked  with  a  fie^dy  eye  and  laudable  pcrfeverance  to 
prevention,  and  to  councils  of  vigour.  He  fliould  therefore  wi(h 
to  know  from  what  part  of  that  Nobleman's  conda£l  it  could  be 
inferred,  that  he  would  not  have  put  his  name  to  the  Order  ? 
DodlDr  Lawrence  copcluded  by  declaring,  that  he  (hould  vp^e  againft 
the  motion.  , 

Mr.  COURTENAY  lamented  the  acoteneis  of  his  learned 
friend's  feelings,  as  he  had  imagined  that  he  was  not  of  quite  (o 
nervous  a  frame.  The  delicacy  of  his  feelings,  however,  had  been 
difturbed  by  every  thing  which  had  occurred  on  that  fide  of  tbo 
Houfe.  The  ftate  of  the  countiy  had  agitated  his  feelings,  the 
pleaiantry  of  his  honourable  friend  (Mr.  Sheridan),  b^  forcing  hiai 
to  lai^h,  bad  thrown  ^im  into  fo  violent  a  tremour,  that  he  had 
almoft  loft  the  power  of  ^)eech.  The  learned  Dodor*s  foelingn 
fecmed  to  be  of  the  texture  of  Tilburina,  ijn  the  Cridc,  who  was 
in  continu'al  alarm  left  her  feelings  (hould  be  difturbed.  He  oould 
not  conceive  how  this  uncommon  delicacy  had  been  produced,  nil 
be  began  to  refledl  that  the  innate  modefty  of  the  Do&or  muft  have 
been  gready  ftrei>gthened  and  improved  in  Dolors'  Commcuis* 
Queftions  of  great  delicacy  were  every  day  brou^t  forward  in  that 
Court,  which,  he  (hould  fuppofe,  muft  be  as  liable  to  di(hub  the 
learned  gendeman's //W//i^/  as  any  of  chofe  which  he  had  had  the 
misfortune  to  be  agitated  by  that  night.  So  many  matrioionial 
complaints  and  differences,  fo  many  fuits  for  alimony,  fo  many  di-. 
vorces,  crim.  con,  appJtcations  e  mmfa  et  thorfif  and  foch  like,  thaf 
it.  was  matter  of  furprize  to  him,  that  at  the  present  moment  h^ 
ihould  6nd  his  feelings  in  fuch  a  ftate  of  irritation  as  to  be  hardly 
mafter  of  them,  though  he  confe(red  that  he  bad  '^  chaftifcd,  di(. 
cjplincd,  and  reduced  them"  as  much  as  he  poffibly  could.  Mr, 
Courtenay  was  interrupted  as  he  was  going  on,  by  expreilions  of  ea<* 
gcrnefs  for  the  queftion ;  upon  which  he  obferved,  that  Pliny,  in  his 
natural  hiftory,  mentions,  a  fpecies  of  men  who  have  heads  like 
^  dogs,  and  who  bark  inftcad  of  fpeaking.  From  the  noife  he  had 
heard,  he  imagined  that,  at  the  laft  general  ele^Uoo,  (ome  of  this 
fpccics  had  found  their  way  into  the  Houfe  thcou^  the  lifts  for  fome 
Treafury  boroughs.  The  learned  gentleman  had  pafled  a  vefy 
handfome  eulogium  on  the  character  of  a  Noblemani  whom  he  be* 
licvcd  it  was  not  unfair  to  name  (Lord  Fiotwilliam).  He  bad 
"  ^  this  euk^ium  with  an  avowal  that  he  believed  Lord  Fits^wiU 
Id  have;  fet  his  name  to  the  Order  of  Council,  hfd  he  bee& 
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prefent.  If  this  was  fo,  it  appeared  fomewhat  ftmnge*  ^fterthe 
charadler  he  had  given  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer : 
*'  A  man  whom  nobody  ought  to  truft — who  had  betrayqj  all 
thofe  who  had  placed  the  fmalleft  xx)nfidence  in  him."  Yet  the 
learned  gentleman  was  certain,  that  on  the  advice  of  this  man  ttie 
noble  Lord,  whom  he  ftiles  his  friend,  would,  with  a  manly  fpirit, 
fet  down  his  name  to  an  illegal  Order  of  Council,  whereby  the 
Bank  of  England  is  required  to  commit  an  a£t  of  bankruptcy,  and 
to  defraud  all  the  public  creditors  who  had  placed  their  confidence 
in  its  honefty  and  pun£hiality.  He  thought  the  noble  Lord  could 
^ot  be  much  obliged  to  the  learned  gentleman  for  the  opinion  which 
be  had  delivered  refpeAinghim. 

Dodtoi*  LAWRENCE  obferved,  that  his  feelings  arofe  from' the 
confiderations  of  the  prefent  fituation  of  the  country  ;  and  he  had 
•reafon  to  believe  that  they  were  of  a  different  nature  from  thofe 
which  the  honourable  gendeman  pofTefTed.  , 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  preffcd  the  neccffity  of  an 
immediate  decifion  by  the  Committee.  He  had  no  occafion  for 
entertaining  any  alarm  refpe£ting  the  (lability  of  the  Bank ;  but  no 
inftrudlions,  he  thought^  (hould  be  given  to  the  Committee  which 
might  tend  to  delay  their  report.  After  that  report  had  been  pre- 
fented,  it  would  then  be  time  to  determine  whether  the  Committee 
Ihould  inftitute  an  inquiry  into  the  circumftances  that  had  occafioned 
the  Order  of  Council.  With  refped  to  the  appointment  of  a  Com* 
inittee  by  a  ballot,  it  had  been  the  uniform  pradVicc  pf  our  anccf-> 
tors ;  and  the  prefent  was  not  the  moment  to  treat  fuch  with  difre-« 
fpedl.  If  his  name  (hould  be  found  on  the  Secret  Committee,  he 
would  do  what  he  thought  his  duty  (hould  dire«Sl  htm  to— »at  the 
fame  time  lie  would  declare  that  he  would  rather  not  be  thought  a 
member  of  it.  He  adverted  to  the  fpeech  of  Mr.  Grey,  and  faid^ 
that  the  priiKiples  upon  which  that  honourable  gentleman  had  fie* 
clared  he  would  fupport  Mr.  Fox^  nearly  went  the  length  of  a 
Revolution. 

Mr*  BANKS  (aid,  that  in  the  prefent  crifis  of  our  country  it 
was  very  indiflferent  to  him  what  Committee  was  appointed  to  ex* 
amine  the  matter  that  was  before  the  Houfe,  fo  that  the  queftion 
could  be  properly  and  truly  examined,  becaufe  he  trufted  .that  a 
Committee  of  that  Hoitfe,  whether  in  the  Houfe,  or  chofen  by 
ballot,  would  do  their  duty :  and  as  to  the  Committee  being,  a  ma- 
jority of  them  at  lea(l,  favourable  in  politics  to  the  Minifier,  that 
appeared  to  him  to  be  ail  objection  of  but  little  weight  ^  for  let  the 
Coromtctee  be  chofen  whatever  way  it  might,  it -was  natural  that,  as 
»part,  it  muft  ha?c  the  goocnd  compkxiiui  of  the  whok*  Ue  made 
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ufc  of  the  lift  thnt  was  given  to  him  before  the  ballot  into  the  Com- 
mittee, but  he  made  ufc  of  his  difcretion  alfo  upon  that  lift.  He 
faw  no  impropriety  iil  chat  lift  being  given  to  him  ;  for  there  might 
be  many  Members  whom  he  (hould  have  wifhed  to  have  chofen, 
but  who  might  n(?t  readily  occur  to  him.  The  only  doubt  he  had 
on  the  motion  now  before  the  Houfe  refolved  itfelf  into  a  queftion  of 
time.  If  he  was  fure  thaf  the  matter  to  be  invcftigated  by  fuch  a 
Committee  as  was  now  aflced  for,  would  not  branch  out  into  a 
length  that  would  defeat  the  objeft  that  was  now  in  view,  and  in 
which  dilj^atch  was  fo  cffential,  he  fhould  be  ready  to  agree  to  the 
appointment  of  a  diftinfl  Committee.  But  he  fcared'the  length  of 
time  which  the  inveftigation  would  require,  would  be  injurious, 
perhaps  fatal  to  the  objedt  which  he,  and  he  believed  almoft  the 
whole  Houfe,  had  in  view.  The  queftion  of  the  folidiry  of  tlic 
Bank  would  lie  in  a  very  narrow  compafs  ;  and  it  could  notbcfup- 
pofcd  that  much  time  would  be  required  to  make  a  Report  ;  and  he 
believed  the  Houfe  would  agree  with  him,  there  was  ^eat  urgency 
upon  that  fubjed^.  But  regard  to  the  other  queftion,  namely,  the 
caufes  of  the  prefcnt  preflure,  the  matter  was  very  different ;  the 
invedigntion  muft  nec^ffarily  be  of  an  intricate  nature,  and  muft  take 
up  much  time  as  well  as  labour.  He  owned  that  it  was  a  defirablc 
thing  to  reftore  confidence  to  the  people  in  our  public  affairs  ;  and 
he  was  ready  to  confefs,  that,  in  order  to  do  fo,  it  would  be  neccffary 
to  go  inro  the  whole  fyftem  of  our  finance.  In  the  management  and 
diftribution  of  that  finance,  there  had  been  great  expenditure,  much 
of  jt,  he  believed,  was  unavoidable  ;  but  he  (hould  like  to  fee  tried, 
what  favings  could  be  made  in  our  expenditure  ;  great  favings,  he 
hoped,  could  and  (hould  be  made.  But,  in  confidering  the  condu6k 
of  Adminiftration  in  that  particular,  fome  allowance  ought  to  be 
made.  They  did  not  at  firft  expeft  the  war  to  have  gone  to  the 
length  it  had,  and  therefore  he  did  not  blame  them  for  not  having 
managed  the  affairs  of  our  firrance  fo  well  as  if  they  had  at  firft  been 
aware  that  the  war  would  have  fo  long  continued.  As  the  war  had 
gone  on  to  fuch  a  length,  no  perfon  could  be  furprized  at  the  im- 
mtnfe  exunt  of  expenditure  with  which  the  conteft  had  been  accom- 
panied. Had  they  really  forefeen  the  length  to  which  the  war  had 
been  carried,  he  thought  they  could  not  have  been  fcrccned  from  fc- 
vere  ccnlure  for  what  liad  happened  ;  but  it  was  impoffible  for 
thf-m  to  exercife  that  forcfight.  He  was  ready  to  cpnfefs,  vthat,  de- 
finable as  the  confidence  of  the  public  was,  he  did  not  think  it  could 
ever  be  reftored  while  the  war  continued. .  But  although  the  fums 
which  had  been  expended  upon  the  war  were  lavifti,  yet  it  was  not 
Wonderful  the  cafe  had  been  fo  j  for  when  wc  had  a  favourite  objc^ 
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in  view,  we  arc  too  apt  to  ncglefl  the  cxpencc  of  the  means  by  which 
that  objcdt  is  to  be  attained.  It  was  the  nature  of  man  to  fct  too 
high  a  value  upon  the  objedt  of*  his  heart,  and  too  little  on  the  price 
he  pays  for  obtaining  it.  Befides.  the  fums,  though  very  large,  that 
were  expended  upon  this  ohje6l  of  Miniftcrs,  were  fo  pften  ilTued, . 
and  fo  rapidly  upon  each  other,  that  in  rime  their  magnituc^e  made 
lefs  impreffion  as  the  obje^  was  repeatedly  exhibited.  For  thefe 
reafons,  although  they  lamented  the  tffcSy  thty  ought  not  to  judge 
too  hardily  of  His  Majeftv's  Miniflers.  He  looked  forward  to  a 
complete  invefligation  of  all  the  caufes  which  have  brought  on  the 
prefent  crifis.  He  looked  fcrward  alfo  with  an  anxious  hope  to 
very  material  and  beneficial  retrenchments  of  exjxince,  but  he  did 
not  think  the  prefent  was  the  moment  to  enter  on  the  invci^igation 
of  either. 

Mr.  FOX  then  rofe,  and  replied  to  the  following  efFed^ — At 
this  late  hour  of  tlie  night  I  feel  myfelf  bound  to  appiv  to  the 
Houfe  for  that  indulgence  which  has  been  fo  often  generouflv  given 
to  me*,  while  I  endeavour  to  anfwdr  what  has  bpcn  urged  by  way 
of  objedtion  to  the  motion  which  is  now  before  you.  I  feel  my- 
felf railed  upon  at  this  late  hour  of  the  night  to  make  this  appli- 
cation, becaufe  the  turn  which  the  debate  has  taken  lias  bten  in 
many  refpeds  extraordinary,  and  becaufe  the  manner  of  trea  ing  * 
the  qucftion  does  appear  to  me  to  be  dihngenaous  m  t\u  !au  f^  g  -c. 
Indeed,  the  management  and  dexteriry,  if  m.tn.ig?nu;nt  .  nd  dex- 
terity it  can  be  called,  of  this  dchritc,  has  been  ot  tb  -  !iu)fl  extra- 
ordinary kini.  What  was.  the  nvjn:gtn»cnt  of  tlu-  vicbne  of  Jaft 
night  ^  I  propr.fcd  rhat  we  (hould  iin^uir/  into  the  C)i»lri  of  Co»in- 
cil.  The  anfwcr  was,  th,u  iacli  a  qudlion  (hould  not  be  referred 
to  the  Commitrcc  then  to  be  ^p^> 'in:cd:  fir  to  ii  was  to^^e  rcf.rtd 
an  rhcr  fcparate  and  dilVind  object.  Ir  vas  f>aKct  by  v.s  that  it 
might  make  a  part  of  it,  and  tliat  ihc  laiM  Con.r.  irr  ^e  n '^ht  in- 
veltigate  both.  Wc  were  v^)ld  rgain  in  <  n  wcr,  **  \ur.  lan-  *• 
report  upon  both  wiil.in  a  ctru»in  pcrin?,  wh<.n  it  "is  Ut  dk:  li 
the  firf^  point  U.*  uld  Ic  [«.iHt'«i."  Thai  ob.cc^ic  n  wi.  , 
by  my  fuggcltion  tiiar  the  C  mn  iitce  migl.t    ripii    »  r     u;  7 

point  which  was  the  ifk  't  pr(.Hii.g,  and  rhcn  pocecd  i   .  ji    ■     < 
The  Houie  was  ot  o^'-nion,  that  a  C  ti  niftit  it   .    .,   .:\ 
firft  object   rtioul;!  be  a^^jKii^t.' 1  ;  but  th  u  v   d^  'u.oi  . 
entered   into,   thar  uiouid   Lv    fubmittcd  ^^  a  it\y\   ui    .  .  rr  >» 
What  rh.  n  happi.ncO''       I  here  wa-  Umio  .v  t.i.ii-.      ♦   i>j."'-.n 
fpetlin^   he  tntdc  of  appi  min^  the  C  n'   •     e      A    •^\^\  .^ 
abk  gcji  '  .n  an  ^u.  po^d  the  C- >rr>Mi*'*^  t    0:  »   <:   ti-    1\    :•  !i  ' 
oppoled  aiat  balioi,  but  fioin    .'-  '  i'  *»c'b  ut   Lc  hour,  and  ti^u  i     i 

-  Z    > 
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I  had  that  another  Committee  (hould  be  chofen  (or  the  objeA  I  had 
in  viewy  I  did  not  prefs  the  Houfe  to  oom«  to  a  divifion.     What 
then  happens  ?     The  Miniftcr>  and*thofe  who  are  connedcd  widi 
him,  prevail  in  obtaining  all  that  is  ncceflary  to  their  views.  He 
carries  his  point ;  he  has  obtained  the  Committee  in  the  mode  he 
wi(h6s.     I  then  move  for  the  Committee^  which  I  think  neceflaiy. 
I  am  now  told  that  there  (hall  not  be  a  feparate  inquiry  before  ano- 
ther Committee.     The  Minifler  faid»  **  that  if  we  ballot  for  a 
Committee^  we  (hould  know  the  purpofes  for  which  that  Committee 
is  formed,  but  that  we  {hould  not  refer  to  that  Committee  the  fub- 
fequent  extcn  five  inquiry."  But  when  that  very  Committee  is  eleded 
by  ballot ;  when  he  has  got  the  very  elcdion  he  wanted,  and  is 
fure  that  a  large  majority  of  the  Members  are  his  friends  and  inti- 
mate political  connections,  he  changes  his  tone  ;  the  doubts,  as  to 
the  event  to  him,  are  then  difpelled,  and  he  fays  to  himfelf,  ^*  I 
fee  my  judges;  the  danger  is  over;  I  will  therefore  refer  the  whde 
cafe  to  thcfe  judges.     Now  that  I  fee  and  know  my  judges,  let  me 
put  the  whole  of  my  cafe  before  them  ;  they  are  competent  to  do 
juftice  to  the  whole  cafe,  and  therefore  there  is  no  necefiity  of  ap- 
pointing any  other  judges."     Why,  Sir,  (he  Minifter  likes  the  /na- 
jority  of  this  balloted  Committee  fo  well,  that  I  (hould  not  be  fur- 
prized  if,  on  Friday,  he  (hould  propofe  that  the  fubjeA  matter  of 
the  motion  of  my  horK)urable  friend  (Mr.  Whitbrcad),  upon  the 
conduct  of  the  Admiralty,  (hould  be  referred  to  this  Committee* 
It  is  indeed,  a  Committee  to  which  he  would  be  glad  to  refer  any 
thing  in  which  his  charader  is  intereftcd.     But  it  feems  it  is  inde- 
cent to  queftion  the  integrity  of  any  Committee,  whether  chofen  by 
ballot  or  not.      If  it  be  indecent,  and  made  a  charge  againft  mc,  it 
is  a  chnrgc  which  the  practice  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
has  given  birth  to.     Corruption  to  a  certain  extent  is  ik>w  openly 
avowed,     I  think  I  heard  fomethingtothat  eflfeft  in  the  courfeof 
the  debate  on  this  fubje6l.     I  appeal  to  the  olde(t  Member  of  this 
Houfe,  whether,  until  <his  day,  he  ever  knew,  in  the  pradjcc  of  this 
Houfe,  of  lifts  of  the  names  of  Members,  friends  of  the  Minifter, 
to  be  chofen  by  ballot,  ever  being  diftributed  with  fuch  cart,  affi* 
duity,  and  diligence ;  and  where  a  Member  to  whom  fueh  a  lift  was 
given,  avowed  it  to  a  certain  extent,  and  publicly  adled  in  confar- 
mity  ?     There  have  been  times,  Sir,  when  a  predeceffor  of  yours, 
litHngin  that  chair,  would  not  have  heard  that  fpeech  without  in* 
itentiy  refenting  it  as  infult  to  the  dignity  of  this  Houfe.     But  thefe 
were  times  when  the  cant  of  oppofition  was  prevalent  I  fuppofe.    Be 
it  fo.     It  is  not  now  the  cant  of  a  right  horK)urable  gentleman  op* 
l^fite  ft  me  (Mr,  Windham,  we  prcfume.)     It  is  true,  he  cant^ 
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as  much  as  any  of  ns  on  this  fide  df  the  Hcufb  againft  the  infloence 
of  Minifters,  againft  the  incirafe  of  the  power  of  the  Crown, 
agstinil  corruption  ;  but  what  he  has  ever  canted,  he  has  fo  effec- 
tually recanted,  that  he  is  now  as  free  from  that  old-fa(hioned  vice 
SB  any  man  that  ever  fat  upon  the  Trcafury  Bench.     Is  this  a 
tme  to  adhere  to  the  old  ground  of  fufpicion  againft  the  corruption 
;>(  the  Minifter  in  this  Houfe?     I  fay  it  is.     Is  this  a  cafe  in 
which  we  (hould  do  fo  ?     I  fey  it  is — I  fee  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  to  whom  I  have  juft  alluded  fmilc,  as  if  he  thought  I 
fliould  ufe  the  fame  influence  as  the  prefent  MiniAer  does  if  I  were 
in  the  fame  (ituation.     Will  he  upon  his  honour  declare  he  thinks 
fo  ?  Did  he  think  fo  when  I  had  the  pleafure  to  call  him  my  friend  ? 
Does  he  really  in  his  heart  conceive  that  if  at  any  rime  I  was  ac- 
cuiied  in  a  point  touching  my  honour,  as  the  prefent  Minifler  now  is, 
that  I  fliould  attempt  to  tamper  with  my  judges  as  he  has  done  this 
very  day  ?     Sir,  I  am  entitled  to  have  thefe  queflions  anfwered  by 
that  rigiu  honourable  gentleman  to  my  fatisfadion.     But  to  return        » 
to  the  queftion  immediately  before  us.     If  the  Dire6h)rs  of  the 
Bank  were  to  fend  in  lifts  to  the  Members  of  this  Houfc,  together 
with  their  opinion  upon  the  Members  who  ought  to  be  chofcn  upon 
the  ballot  for  the  Committee  that  has  been  chofen  to-day,   would 
not  every  body  immediately  declare  they  had  given  evidence  if  their 
own  guilt  f     Does  the  Minifter  ftand  before  you  in  a  condition  lefs 
culpable  than  the  Bank  Direflors  would  be  if  they  had  interfered  in 
the  manner  I  have  defcribcd  ?    Hov^comes  this  influence  into  this 
Houfe,  and  how  is  it  fupported  ?     We  all  know  too  well  to  be  in- 
formed upon  that  fubjc£t ;  and  when  the  particulars  of  the  hiftory  of 
this-tranfadlion  come  to  he  properly  and  publicly  known,  it  v^i\\ 
be  manifeft  to  all  the  world,  that  by  the  manner  in  which  he  has 
rondw^ed  this  ballot  he  has  proved  that  he  felt  that  he  could  not, 
Jarcd  not,   meet  the  inquiry  which  I  propofe  by  the  motion  now 
xforc  the  Houfc,  and  that  confcious  of  his  guilt  he  has  flirunk  from 
t.  He  has  flculked  from  an  inquiry  which  he  cannot  face.  The  ftate 
f  this  queftion  now  is,  whether  the  inquiry  Ihall  go  to  the  Com- 
littce  which  is  already  balloted,  or  to  a  feparate  Committee  ;  and 
is  curious  enough,  although  not  wonderful,  that  thofe  who  w;.re 
ft  night  for  feparate  Committees  upon  this  fubjcft  are  now  for  a 
Int  Comnuttee.     They  laft  night  did  not  viifh  for  a  jt)int  Com- 
Ittee,  becaufe,  however  fanguine  their  hopes  might  be,  it  was  yet 
certain  what  the  complexion  would  be  of  that  Comrrirtc-e,  and 
{refore  they  did  not  like  to  run  the  hazard,  however  fmall,  which, 
k1  knows,  under  all  the  circumftancei^,  was  fmall  indeed  ;  they 
not  €hufe>  faowevtr^  to  run  that  hazard,  and  therefore  they 
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called  for  a  fepatate  Committoe  to  determine  their  own  obje6l  firft, 
in  which  the  Hoafe  agreed  with  them,  I  think  unfortunately ;  they 
have,  however,  now  found  out  the  comple(^ion  of  that  Committee, 
and  they  are  fo  well  pleafed  with  it  that  they  are  willing  to  refer 
every  thing  to  that  Committee.     Why  t  Bccaufe  the  hazard  is  all 
over*     It  may  be  afked  why  we,  who  were  laft  night  for  a  joint 
are  now  for  a  feparate  Committee  r  The  reafon  is  a  very  plain  one ; 
we  know  that  whatever  the  cafe  may  be,  the  Minifter  will  at  all 
events  be  fcrcened  by  this  Committee,  as  every  thing  muft  be  go- 
verned by  the  majority  of  that  Committee,  and  therefore  we  fay  give 
us  the  chance  of  another  Committee ;  and  I  think  it  would  have 
lieen  but  fair  to  have  given  us  notice  lad  night  of  the  purpofe  for 
which  they  knew  this  Committee  was  to  be  balloted  \  inftead  of 
which,  by  a  mere  trick,  they  have  condufled  the  whole  proceeding 
as  they  thought  fit. 

With  refpeft  to  the  queflion  of  time,  on  which  a  learned  gentle- 
man (the  Attorney  General)  has  faid  a  good  deal,  differing  a  little 
from  the  Minifter,  but  which  will,  I  dare  fay,  be  eafily  reconciled  ; 
he  fays,  it  is  fird  neceflary  to  (atisfy  the  minds  of  the  public  upon 
this  important  bulinefs*     I  agree  with  him  upon  that  point ;  but 
I  differ  from  him  upon  another.     He  thinks  the  public  are  agitated 
on  the  qucdion  of  the  folidity  of  the  Bank.      Does  that  appear  any 
where  but  in  the  fpecches  of  the  Minifter's  friends  in  this  Houfc  I 
Have  the  Diredlors  of  the  Bank  faid  fo  at  any  time  ?  Did  they  ap* 
ply  ta  the  Minifter  for  his  frlf^ndly  aid  ?     No ;    this  mifchitvou^ 
union  between  Government  and  the  Bank  was  by  the  compolfion 
of  the  Minifter  ;  it  was  from  force  exerted  by  him  that  they  havd 
formed  a  junflion.  The  Minifter  had  feizcd  the  cafti  of  the  Bapk, 
and  therefore  it  is  that  the  public  mind  is  agitated,  and,  upon  tliaf 
view  of  thefubjed,  juftly  agitated.     But  does  that  make  an  inquir] 
into  the  affairs  of  the  Bank  ncccffary  ?     No  ;  the  inquiry  ought  t< 
be  into  the  condudt  of  the  Minifter.    Do  I  diftruft  my  banker?— 
No ;  he  is  a  folvent  man,  of  good  faith,  punduality,  ami  honour 
and  all  the  world  acknowledge  him  to  be  fo.     Do  I  want  ftcurir 
from  him  r — No;  but  I  want  to  be  fccured  againft  robbers  wh 
have  entered  his  houfc,  laid  hold  of  all  hiscafti,  and  then  dtclarfi 
themfelvcs  his  partners !   I  wifli  to  know  whether  any  man  bicati 
ing  had  a  doubt  of  the  folidity  of  the  Bank  before  the  Minifter  lai 
his  rapacious  hands  upon  the  cafti  there  ?      Why,  then,  I  afk, 
the  public  mind  be  now  agitated,  who  has  caufcd  this  mifchicf  f 
may  be  faid,  that  there  has  been  a  great  run  upon  the  Bank  for  cal 
and  particularly  for  the  laft  week  ;   I  am  ready  to  admit  it.     £ 
then  1  fay,  that  the  condud  of  the  Minifter  was  the  caufe  of  tlia 
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he  It  was,  together  with  his  aflbciates,  who  ftruck  terror  in  the 
public  mind  by  the  rumours  of  invafion.  This  is  partly  the  caufc 
of  that  rufi;  but  the  Order  in  Council  on  Sunday,  and  the  Pro- 
clamation on  Monday  laft,  finilhed  what  had  been  begun  upon 
that  matter.  All  this  is  the  natural  cffcA  of  the  fyftcm  which  the  * 
Minifter  has  purfued  in  the  caurfe  of  the  prcfent  war.  Men  will 
naturally  be  terrified  when  thefe  artifices  are  emplo\^ed  to  wortL 
upon  their  imaginations.  They  have  been  terrified,  and  we  fee 
the  effcdl  of  that  terror.  It  has  been  that  of  giving  up  to  the 
management  of  the  Minifter  all  the  intcreft  of  the  ftock  of  the 
public  creditor.  This  is  the  effedl  of  the  Minifter*s  fyftem,  per- 
haps the  efFedt  he  intended  to  produce,  for  he  muft  be  a  fool 
to  expert  any  other  efFed^  from  fuch  a  caufe.  I  fay,  his  condu<a 
has  ftruck  more  terror  in  the  public  mind  than  any  misfortunes  that 
have  happened  to  us  could  have  done.  And  now  that  the  fubjeft 
of  invafion  is  thus  prcfcnted  to  my  mind,  I  (hall  deliver  an  opinioh 
(hortly  upon  it.  No  man  in  this  country,  I  believe,  feels  lefs  ap- 
prehenfion  upon  the  fubjed  of  the  invafion  of  Great  Britain  than  I 
do.  I  am  fai^uine  as  to  the  favourable  refult,  (hould  fo  defperate 
a  mcafure  be  attempted.  An  invafion  would  certainly  be  a  great 
evil  to  us  ;  but  I  do  maintain,  that  if  the  French  (hould  land  in 
this  ifland  as  great  a  force  as  is  pra6ticable  for  them  to  land,  I 
(bould  think  the  mifchief  they  could  do  to  the  permanent  interefts 
bf  this  country  comparatively  fmall,  when  put  into  the  fcale  oppo- 
fite  to  thfe  mifchief  which  the  proceedings  of  the  laft  two  or  three 
days  will  occafion.     This  io  my  fincerc  opinion.  ' 

The  honourable  gentleman  who  oppofed  my  motion,  firft  went 
into  the  confideration  of  a  fubje6t  of  which  I  ought  to  take  fome 
notice.  He  alkcd  why  more  credit  (hould  be  given  to  the  accufer 
than  the  accufed  ?  One  man  aflferts  a  thing  roundly,  and  another 
denies  it  In  the  fame  manner ;  why,  without  proof,  (hould  thofe 
who  hear  both,  prefome  the  one  to  be  honourable  and  the  other 
dtlhonourablc  ?  All  thefe  are  in  their  nature,  I  admit  it,  unanfwer- 
abl6,  becaufe  there  is  no  reafon  for  fuppofing,  without  evidence,  that 
one  fide  is  more  honourable  than  another.  But  furely  I  may  (ay 
that  intereft  attaches  more  powerfully  on  one  fide  of  this  Houfe 
than  it  does  upon  another.  I  do  not  fay  that  there  are  not  men  of 
as  great  talents  and  abilities  on  the  Minifterial  fide  of  the  Houfe 
as  there  are  on  this.  I  do  not  fay  that  many  on  the  other  fide  are 
not  afluated  by  honourable  motives  ;  but  when  we  firkl  men  con- 
fide in  a  Minifter  year  after  year,  long  after  they  have  been  told  the 
eiied  which  that  confidence  will  produce;  and  when  year  a  iter 
year  thefe  cffedU  have  as  conftantly  appeared  as  they  have  been 
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foretxAA,  fiirely  it  is  not  very  uncharitable  to  fuppoTe  that  there  is  ac 
kaft  an  unfortunate  obftinacy  in  the  continuance  of  fuch  a  conB* 
denoe.  An  honourable  gentleman  has  faid  to-night  ''  that  the 
Miniiler  did  not  fu|>pofey  at  the  cofnmencementy  that  this  war  would 
*  have  been  of  fo  k>ng  duratipn  ;  the  Minifter  mi(K)ok  the  matterj 
thefefore  we  (hould  not  judge  of  hi;n  too  harfhiy."  Is  miihike  a 
ground  for  eonfidence  ?  *^  He  has  expended  much  more  money 
tban  could  have  been  wifbed."  Is  that  a  ground  for  confidence  ? 
That  right  honourable  gentleman  had  frequently  opportunities  of 
knowing  all  thefethings,  for  he  was  told  of  them  from  time  to  time« 
and  yet  he  who  is  convinced  that  many  things  ha.ve  been  done 
which  were  improper,  fo  mudithathe  thinks  they  muft  never  hap- 
pen again,  and  that  the  confidence  of  the  public  can  never  be  re* 
ftored  without  a  minute  inquiry  and  great  retrenchment,  has  uni- 
formly nqgleded  to  (et  on  foot  fuch  inquiry,  or^call  for  dicfe  re* 
trench  ments,  for  upon  every  quefiion  of  that  nature  he  has,  without 
one  exception,  votol  for  the  Minifter ;  and  now  that  his  confidence 
is  gone,  he  continues  bis  fupport  to  the  Minifter !— <<  Misfoitunc 
is  no  pcoof  of  guilt."  Certainly  not.  **  We  cannot  prove  the 
guilt  <^  the  Minifter."  How  could  we  prove  it  without  inquiry  i 
Have  we  not  repeatedly  afked  for  it,  and  has  it  not  been  as  re* 
peatedly  refufed  ?  In  all  thefe  things  that  ri^t  honourable  gentle* 
man,  who  is  thus  convinced  that  nothing  can  iave  the  nation  hot 
inquiry,  refufes  inquiry.  It  is  only  when  the  nation  has  become 
bankrupt  that  he  aflents  to  inquiry,  and  even  then  he  fays  it  Iboidd 
be  put  off*  to  a  diftant  day.  When  I  fee  this  fort  of  condud  on 
the  part  of  thofe  who  fupport  the  Mmifter,  muft  I  be  that  man  of 
modern  candour,  after  ail,  to  fay  there  is  no  comipt  influence  that 
keeps  them  together  ?  And  (Kail  I  be  told  I  am  ufii^  harlh  laiw 
guage  when.I  iky  they  are  adtuatsd  by  corrupt  motives?  Do  I 
impute  corruption  to  all  the  fupporters  of  the  prefent  Minifter  i 
I  certainly  do  no  fuch  thing  ;  but  to  imany  of  them  I  do.  Hcie 
I  am  reminded,  of  a  fentiment  which  was  uttered  by  the  late  I/mi 
Chatham :  he  faid  "  that  he  had  known  men  of  great  ambition  far 
power  and  dominion,  many  whofe  charaders  were  tamiflied  by 
(faring  defodls,  fome  with  many  vices^  who,  neverthelefs,  coiild  be 
Prevailed  upon  to  join  in  tiie  beft  public  meafures ;  but  that  the  mn^ 
ment  he  found  any  man  who  had  iet  himfelf  down  as  a  candidate 
for  a  Peerage,  he  defpaircd  of  his  being  ever  a  friend  to  his  country." 
JUxdc  at  the.hiftory  of  the  prefent  Minifter  and  of  the  Peerage  he 
liasgiiven  away,  and  then  aik  yourfislves  whether  he  has  not  gained 
an  cnocnnous  influence  in  that  ^sy  ?  Examine  ivhetfaci'  fachasnDt 
difpofod  of  more  Peccage^thananyodierJMiiufterfvartdidio  E^E^ 
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hnd  in  the  fame  length  of  time,  in  any  part  of  our  hxttary  i  I 
have  heard  of  negative  fuccefles  m  this  war.  I  do  not  wi(h  to  b0 
an  egotifty  but  I  think  I  may  fay,  without  vanity,  that  I  have  fome 
negative  merit.  I  have  not  had  the  misfortune  to  counfel  this 
odious,  this  ruinous  war !  I  have  not  had  the  misfortune  to  lend 
afliftance  to  the  deftrudion  of  hundreds  of  thoufands  of  my  fellow 
beings !  I  have  not  had  the  misfortune  to  load  my  country  with 
hundreds  of  millions  of  debt !  I  have  not  had  the  misfortune  to  fet 
my  name  to  a  proclaniation,  manifefting  to  the  world  the  bankruptcy 
of  my  country  !  Thefe  are  my  negative  merits,  and  I  claim  them 
as  my  due  ;  and  the  Minifter  is  welcome  to  defpife,  while  I  enjoy, 
the  comfortable  refledions  that  arife  out  of  them.  It  has  been  in- 
iinuated  in  the  courfe  of  this  debate,  that  whatever  may  be  the  pre- 
fent  fituation  of  this  country,  it  would  have  been  much  worfe  if 
my  honourable  friend  (Mr.  Grey)  had  been  one  of  its  Miniilers. 
I  do  not  wifh  to  fay  all  I  think  of  my  honourable  friend.  I  leave 
it  to  others  to  form  their  opinion  of  his  talents  and  his  virtue^ 
highly  as  I  efteem  them  ;  my  teftimony  is  not  valuable  to  him ;  it 
would,  if  I  gave  it,  be  fubje£l  to  difadvantage  ;  for  as  it  proceeds 
from  friendihip,  it  would  be  fubjed  to  the  charge  of  being  partial  } 
for  we  all  know  that  is  a  defe(fl  infeparable  from  friendfhip. 

But  I  call  on  the  honourable  gentleman  who  fafd  this  country 
would  be  in  a  worfe  condition  now  than  it  is,  if  my  honourable 
friend  had  been  Minifter  during  this  war,  to  aiTign  a  reafon  for 
thinking  fo— -thinking  fo !  he  cannot  think  it ;  but  for  fa)nng  fo* 
Could  any  ambition,  any  folly,  oranyrafhnefi  of  my  honourable 
friend,  fuppoling  him  to  be  guilty  of  any,  have  placed  this  country 
in  a  worfe  condition  than  it  is  at  this  inftant  ?  Let  him  point  out 
the  men-«-that  is  not  fo  material-— let  him  point  out  the  means  by 
which  this  country  could  have  been  brought  to  a  worfe  condition 
dian  it  is  in  at  this  very  moment^^^-perhaps  he  will  fay  we  fliould 
have  made  a  difgraceful  peace  with  France— perhaps,  indeed,  we 
fhould  have  made  peace  ;  but  does  he  nnsm  to  fay  that  we  might 
not  have  made  peace  fome  time  ago,  and  have  made  it  upon  terms 
diat  would  have  been  better  by  (ixty  or  an  hundred  millions  than 
any  man  in  this  country  can  at  this  moment  even  hope  to  obtain  } 
and  we  (hould  have,  avoided  alfo  the  a£t*of  bankruptcy  which  we  are 
now  difcufiii^,  and  which  I  fay  is  the  moft  calamitous  event  that 
ever  took  place  in  this  country  fince  the  Revolution-  But  I  do  not 
wonder  at  this  fpecies  of  attack  being  made  upon  us  whooppofe  the 
Minifter.  It  is  perfe^ly  confonant  to  the  charadcr  of  many  of 
thofe  who  have  fo  long  conBdod  in  the  Minifter,  and  who  are  now 
undeceived,  an4  bavie  diimiffcd  tbeijr  ppoduUty,  although  th^  coiv 
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tinue  their  fupport ;  we  have  contriliuted  to  undeceive  them,  and 
they  cannot  forgive  us  for  it.  This  reminds  me  of  a  fcene  that 
was  written  by  a  clofe  obferver  of  human  nature,  and  wlio  knew 
how  to  paint  it — I  mean  Ben  Jonfon*  It  is  to  be  found  in  the 
Alchymift,  wherein  it  appears,  '<  that  the  impofior  had  played  his 
**  tricks  very  fuccefsfuUy  fqr  a  long  time  upon  his  dupes  ;  and  when 
*<  he  was  deteSed,  the  dupes  became  very  angry,  not  at  the  im* 
'•^  poftor,  byt  at  thofe  who  had  deteAcd  him."  Such  is  the  cafe 
before  us ;  the  dupes  of  the  MiniAer  do  not  dire£l  their  anger 
againft  the  impoftor,  but  againft  thofe  who  have  defeScd  him,  and 
therefore  I  do  not  wonder  at  their  abuGng  us.  I  have  long  thoii^hc 
that  the  Miniiler  was  driving  this  country. rapidly  to  ruin,  but  I 
never  thought  I  (hould  have  feen  it  realifed  as  it  has  been  this  day  ; 
and  this,  too,  but  a  few  weeks  after  he  had  boaikd  of  the  wealthy 
the  commerce,  the  reiburces  of  this  country  being,  as  it  were,  un« 
touched  ;  the  end  of  all  which  pompous  declaration  is  a  public  w^^ 
difguifcd  bankruptcy.  .  [Here  the  Minifter  (hewing  ibme  marks  of 
difapprobation],  Mr.  Fox  (aid,  what !  does  the  Minider  deny  it  ? 
The  fa£l  is  certainly  recorded.  But  I  (hould  not  wonder  if  the 
public  odium  (hould  fall  lefs  upon  the  Minifier  than  upon  many 
perfons  who  iit  around  him»  for  they  were  rather  more  to  blame  for 
li(ieniog  to,  than  he  for  amufing  them  with  abfurd  tales*  And 
here  again  I  niuft  be  excufed  fen*  adverting  to  what  has  been  faid 
upon  thecondudkof  theMini(teri  <Vthat  he  did  not  think  the  war 
would  continue  fo  long."  Was  he  not  told  of  it  ?  Was  not  thi» 
Houfe  warned  of  it  ?  Have  we  not  mentioned  it  from  day  to  day 
as  the  probability  of  the  cafe  ?  But  he  is  wifer  than  us,  and  therefore 
his  opinion  is  of  more  wei^t  than  ours.  Be  it  fo.  But  if,  by  a 
feries  of  events  you  find  that,  with  all  his  wifdom,  he  has  brought 
you  to  a  public  bankruptcy,  furely  there  can  be  nothing  unreafotv* 
able  in  afking  you  to  examine  a  little  before. you  give  him  any  iar* 
ther  confidence.  But  it  feems,  after  all,  <*  that  our  alffairsare  not 
^'  in  a  (late  of  bankruptcy.  There  has  been  no  aA.  of  bankruptcy 
*'  committed."  If  the  Miniftpr  means  to  fey,  that  there  is  no  law 
ii\  England  by  which  you  can  flrike  a  docket  againft  the  Govern-* 
ment,  I  (hall  agree  with  him.  There  certainly  is  no  fuch  (latute» 
xior  any  legal  authority  for  declaring  it  fo.  But  in  the  common  ac- 
ceptation of  the  phrafe  <<  a  bankruptcy,"  I  underftand  that  ftate^ 
or  any  body  of  men,  to  be  bankrupt  who  cannot  pay  their  credt* 
tors  what  is  due,  and  acknowledged  fo  be  due  to  them.  YoU  owe 
your  creditors  large,  very  large  furos,  which  you  xefufa  to  pqr* 
*'  No  \  we  do  not  refufe  to  pay.  We  only  (ay  we  will  not  pay  in 
moneys  but  we  will  pay  in  paper.''     <<  Wel^"  ixf  the  citditois. 
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■*  we  will  hot  take  your  paper."  **  Kot  take  oaf  paper !  why  you 
always  ufed  to  take  it."  The  praftice,  to  be  fure,  is  a  little  dif- 
ferent between  taking  paper  by  choice,  and  taking  ft  by  force ;  at 
leaft  I  think  fo.  The  Minider  and  his  friends  are  welcome  to  be 
of  another  opinion.  I  make  fome  difierence  between  the  paper 
for  which  I  can  have  money,  and  that  for  which  I  cannot  have 
money  when  I  want  money.  You  formerly  gave  your  creditors 
paper,  for  which  they  could  have  money ;  now  you  give  them  paper^ 
for  which  they  cannot  have  money  ;  that  is  the  difference  :  whether 
that  be  a  bankruptcy  or  not,  let  the  prefent  holders  of  your  paper 
determine :  but  all  thefe  dfAin£Kons  are  frivolous  and  idle.  Bank- 
rupts  you  are  in  the  common  fenfe  6f  mankind  ;  and  I  fay  that 
calamity  was  brought  on  by  the  mifcondu6l  of  the  Mimfter ;  and  if 
it  be  your  objcft  to  retrieve  yourfelves  from  your  misfortunes,  yoa 
cannot  do  better  than  adopt  this  motion  for  inquiry  into  Ac  conduA 
which  has  brought  you  into  your  prefent  condition.  If  you  negleft 
that,  you  will  proceed  from  bad  to  worfe,  and  your  totsd  and  irre- 
trievable ruin  will  overtake  you  foon.  The  progrefs  you  have 
made  upon  your  road  to  dcftruftion  has  been  but  flow  ;  but  be- 
lieve me,  you  have  not  long  toiravel,  if  you  do  not  take  another 
courfe.  I  am  blamed  for  calling  a  Minifter  a  criminal ;  I  wi(h 
he  did  not  dcferve  it :  but  I  am  bound  to  fay,  that,  upon  the  face 
of  things,  he  appears  to  be  a  very  great  criminal ;  he  feems  to  mc 
to  have  nothing  to  plead  in  his  own  excufe  ;  tie  enjoys  the  approba- 
rion  of  his  Sovereign,  has  polTeffed  for  years  the  unlimited  confi- 
dence of  this  Houfe,  pretends  to  be  a  man  of  talents  equal  to  the 
taflc  of  managing  your  afiairs  ;  he  has  never  been  refufed  any  fup- 
ply,  however  enormous,  that  he  has  afked,  and  yet  he  has,  with  all 
thefe  advantages,  brought  you  into  a  ftate  of  bankruptcy.  The 
queftion  is.  Will  you,  or  will  you  not,  inftitute  an  inquiry  into  his 
conduit  ?  Different  times  have  their  cuftoms,  and  I  will  for  a 
moment  revert  to  what  was  the  feeling  of  this  Houfe,  and  of  the  people 
of  this  country,  a  quarter  of  a  century  ago.  Let  us  fuppofe  twenty 
years  ago,  or  to  come  a  little  nearer,  ten  years  ago— but  we  muft  not 
come  too  near*— what,  I  fay,  would  have  been  the  feelings  of  this 
Houfe,  if,  ten  years  ago,  any  man  had  faid,  you  think  your  finances 
very  profpcrous  ?  yet,  in  the  beginning  of  the  year  1 797,  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  will  ilTue  a  proclamation  to  prohibit  the 
Bank  of  England  paying  any  one  man  in  money  for  a  bank  note ! 
Would  you  not  have  thought  fuch  a  man  a  lunatic  ?  Or  if  you 
thought  he  was  not  fo,  and  he  had  been  a  Member  of  this  Houfe, 
would  you  not  have  impeached  him  as  an  enemy  to  the  State,  and 
loudly  called  for  puniihment  upon  him  ?  and  yet  you  fee  fuch  it 
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your  cafe  it  this  very  hour.  "  But  circumflancei  have  altered  fince 
that  time."  Indeed  they  have  ;  but  what  are'thefe  circumAances  ? 
Have  not  all  the  a6ts  of  the  Mintftcr  been  gradually  leading  to  this 
very  point  ?  Can  you  not  trace  them  ?  And  when  I  am  told  that  I 
ihould  have  adled  as  he  has  done  were  I  in  the  iame  (ituation,  I  beg 
leave  to  deny  it ;  and  I  call  on  cveiy  man  who  knows  the  whde  of 
my  political  life,  to  ftate  an  inf^ance  of  a  pledge  I  have  given  for  the 
public  fervice,  which  in  any  (ituation  I  have  not  endeavoured  to 
fulfil.  I  know  this  part  of  this  difcuflion  is  unimportant,  but 
that  is  not  my  fault.  I  was  called  upon  to  enter  into  it  by  the 
a^ack  which  has  been  made  upon  me.  I  fay  again,  that  every 
thing  you  have  heard  calls  upon  you,  in  the  difcharge  of  the  duty 
you  owe  to  the  people  of  diis  country,  to  enter  into  an  inquiry  into 
the  caufes  which  have  brought  you  into  this  degraded  condition.  If 
it  (hould  appear,  as  I  hope  and  believe  it  will,  that  this  condition 
was  brought  upon  you  by  the  mifcondud  of  the  Minifler,  then  you 
have  the  confolation  to  refle6t  that  your  af&irs  may  yet  be,  in  fome 
dc;gree,  retrieved ;  but  if  it  (hall  turn  out,  as  I  truft  in  God  it  will 
not,  that  your  af{airs  have  been  as  well  conduced  as  human  pru* 
dence  could  condu6l  them,  you  can  look  for  nothing  but  inevitable 
ruin.  ,  The  only  means  to  afcertain  this  is,  that  of  your  relinquifh- 
ing  your  confidence  in  the  Minifter,  and  entering  into  a  full  inquiry 
Into  his  conduA,  which,  I  fay,  has  brought  you  into  this  fituation. 
If  you  do  not,  it  will  be  matter  of  indifference  to  me  how  you  ballot 
for  any  Committee  in  future  upon  this  buiinefs.  I  have  feen,  by 
the  management  of  thefe  two  debates,  that  the  Minifler's  objedl  has 
been  to  put  off  the  inquiry  into  his  condudas  long  as  he  can,  ^d 
alfo  to  fecure  to  himfelf  a  Committee  of  his  own  friends  by  whom 
he  is  to  he  tried. 

The  Houff  then  divided  : 

For  the  motion,  67  ;  Againfl  it,  X4x. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  then  moved,  *•  That  Mr.  Fox  be  added 
to  the  Committee  on  the  affairs  of  the  Bank,  &c»"  on  which  the 
Houfe  divided  : 

For  the  jfnotion,  53  ;  Againft  it,  144. 

Mr.  HOBART  reported  from  the  Committee,  who  were  ap- 
pointed to  examine  the  lifts  of  fifteen  perfon's  names  to  the  Com* 
mittee  of  Secrecy,  ordered  yefterday  by  the  Houfe  to  be  appointed, 
and  to  report  to  the  Houfe  upon  which  fifteen  perfons  the  majority 
fell ;  that  the  Committee  had  examined  the  lifts  accordmgly,  and 
found  that  the  majority  had  fallen  upon  the  following  perfons,  viz. 
WiUiam  HuiTey,  Efquirc;  Charfes  Gr«ly,  Efquirc;  William 
Homer,  Efquirc  ^  Thomas  Powys,  Efquire  j  Thomas  Grenvill^ 
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Efquire ;  William  Wiibcrfbrcc,  Efquire ;  John  Blackburne, 
Efquire ;  Thomas  Bemey  Bramfton>  Efquire ;  Charles  Bra^e, 
Efquire  ;  Sir  John  Mitford  ;  William  Wilberforce  Bird,  Efquire ; 
John  Fane,  Efquire  ;  Ifaac  Hawkins  Browne,  Efquire  ;  Sir  John 
Scott ;  and  John- William  Anderfon,  Efquire :  and  he  read  the  Re- 
port in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  it  in  at  the  table^  where 
the  fame  was  read. 

hiji  of  the  Minority  J  on  Mr.  Fox^s  fmtion^  **  To  appoint  a  Committee 
"  to  inquire  iff  to  the  caufes  whtth  produced  the  Order  of  Comcil  the 
"  2(>th  of  February.*' 


Aubry,  SirJ, 
Baker,  W. 
Baker,  J. 
Barclay,  G. 
Beanclerk,  C» 
Biddulph,  R. 
Bird,  W,W. 
Bouverie,  Hon.  £• 
Brogden,  J. 
Bullock,  J. 
Burdett,  Sir  F. 
Byng,  G. 
Coke,  T. 
Combe,  H.  C. 
Copley,  Sir  L* 
Courtenay,  J. 
Crewe,  J. 
Curwen,  J.  C. 
Denlfon,  W.  J. 
Fitzpatrick,  General 
Fktcher,  Sir  H. 
Fox,  Right  Hon.  C.  J. 
Galway,  vifcount 
Geary,  Sir  W. 
Greene,  J. 
Grey,  Charles 
Hare,  J. 
Harrifon,  J. 

Jefferys,  N. 
ervoife,  C.J. 
JoUific,  W. 
Langflon,  J* 
Lemon,  Sir  W, 


lioyd,  J.  M. 
Miincr,  Sir  W. 
Martin,  J. 
Nicholk,  J. 
North,  D. 
Northcy,  W, 
Pierfe,  H. 
Phillips,  J.  G. 
Plumer,  W. 
Porter,  G. 
Rawdon,  Hon.  J* 
Rawdon,  Hob.  G* 
HichardfoQ,  J. 
Robfon,  R.  B. 
Raffell,  Lord  J. 
Ruifcll,  Lord  W. 
St*  John  St.  A. 
Scudamore,  J. 
Shum,  G.  C. 
Shuckburg,  Sir  G. 
Smith,  W. 
Spencer,  Lord  R,    ~ 
Stanley,  Lord 
Sturt,  C. 
Tarleton,  General 
Tierney,  G. 
Townihend,  Lord  J. 
Tufton,  Hon.  H. 
Walwyn,  J. 
Walpole,  Colonel 
Weftcrn,  C.C. 
Winnington,  Sir  F. 
Wycombe,  Farl  of 


T£LLE]t$—R.B.  Sheridan,  and  Samuel  Whicbread* 


Thurfdayy   2d  March, 

The  Canterbury  eleftion  was  reported  a  void  clefiion  ;  and  new 
•writs  were  ordered  for  the  eledlion  of  two  new  Members. 
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Mr.  MAINWARING,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  appointed 
to  try  the  merits  of  the  Carlifle  efefiioriy  reporteil  diat  the  fitting 
Members  were  duly  elected,  that  the  petition  againft  the  return  was 
not  frivolous  or  vexatious,  and  tfiat  die  oppofition  to  the  petition 
was  not  frivolous  or  vexatious. 

Mr.  WILBERFORCE  BIRD. moved  the  fecond  reading  of 
die  bill  for  fufpending  the  a£ts  relative  to  the  ifTue  of  fmall  notes. 

The  bill  being  read  a  fecond  drne,  and  the  quedion  for  thecom-t 
mitment  being  put, 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  fald,  that  the  general  power  of  ifluing  notes, 
which  would  be  given  by  this  bill,  would  be  attended  with  bad 
cflefls.  If  the  poor  induftrious  labourer  could  pot  procure  the  full 
value  for  the  note,  it  might  give  rife  to  great  difcontents.  In  order 
to  prevent  any  diAurbances  which  this  probable  evil  might  occalion, 
he  thought  that,  at  any  price,  (or  what  was  to  be  put  in  competition 
with  the  public  tranquillity^)  at  any  expence,  fomething  ought  be 
done  to  obviate  ^ny  confcquence  of  this  kind  !  He  then  fpggefted 
that  fome  inflantaneous  iflue  of  filver  coin  fhould  be  made,  that 
copper  pieces  of  %d.  or  3d'  value  (hould  likewife  bemade»  to  afllbrd 
fome  fupply  for  the  demand  which  mud  be  occafioned  from  the 
iflue  of  paper. 

Mn  BIRD  faid,  that  there  were  means  provided  in  the  bill  to 
enforce,  in  a  fummary  oianncr,  payment  of  the  notes  to  be  iflued 
three  days  after  demand. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  was  afraid  that  fuch  a  provifion  would  be 
attended  with  litde  advantage,  as  it  would  be  attended  with  expence 
to  enforce  the  execution. 

Mr.  Alderman  LUSHINGTON  thought  that  the  ifllie  of  notes 
ought  to  be  confined  to  country  bankers,  for  the  indifcriminate  iflfuc 
would  bring  forward  too  much  of  this  paper. 

The  SPEAKER  reminded  the  Houfe,  that  thefe  confiderations 
would  come  with  more  regularity  before  the  Houfe  in  the  Com- 
mittee. The  prefent  quedion  for  the  decition'of  the  Houfe  was, 
whether  the  bill  (hould  be  committed  ? 

Mr.  W.BIRD  wi(hed  to  have  the  bill  committed  immediately, 
if  there  was  no  objc^^ion. 

Mr.  WHITBREAD  defired  the  Houfe  to  be  cnutiouf  againft 
opening  the  door  to  the  general  iSVie  of  this  tan  of  paper.  He 
thought  it  ought  to  be  reftrided  to  bankers. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  wanted  to  have  the  bill  paflfed  as  fpeedily 
as  poflible.  If  there  were  any  difficult  objedions  in  the  Com- 
mittee, the  farther  confideration  might  then  be  deferred  rill  to- 
morrow.    In  the  mean  time,  he  had  to  inform  die  Houfe,  that  he 
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had  ibime  obfervations  to  offer,  which  he  troifld  withbo1|l  till  the 
bill  came  to  be  committed. 

Mr.  WHITBREAD  faid,  he  did  not  Wifli  to  throw  any  ob(fai. 
clc  in  the  way  of  the  bill. 

The  SPEAKER  fuggefted  the  propriety  of  deferring  the  com- 
mitment of  the  bill  till  the  Report  of  the  Committee  appointed  to 
try  the  merits  of  the  Colchefter  contefted  eledlion  were  received^ 
nvhich  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  WHITE  then  made  the  report  of  the  petfons  nominated 
for  the  Committee  to  tiy  the  Colcheder  eledlion,  which  were  as 
follow: 

Sir  John  Frederic,  Bart.  Chairman^ 
J,  Whitmore,  E;fq,  Hon.  P.  C.  Windham^ 

John  Pitt,  Efq.  G.  H.  Harcourt,  Efq. 

J.  H.  Addington,  Efq.  G.  Clarke,  Efq. 

C.  W.  Taylor,  Efq.  J.  Eufton  Gower,  Efq, 

J.  Martin,  Efq.  Vifcoiint  Galway, 

T.  Eftdourt,  Efq.  J.  NichoUs,  Efq. 

Hon.  J.  Bru  ce  W.  Lufhington,  Efq. 

The  Hoiife  then  rcfolved  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole 
Houfe  on  the  bill  for  fufpending  the  operation  of  certain  af^s  pto^ 
bibiting  the  iflfue  of  fmall  notes. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  fupported  the  Mil  als  a  temporary  rtca- 
fure  in  the  fulled  extent,  and  intimated  that  it  was  in  contempla- 
tion to  iflfue  coin,  both  of  filver  and  copper. 
.  A  converfatioh  enfued  upon  a  fuggeftion  of  Mr.  Sheridan,  that 
the  iifue  of  notes  (hould  be  limited  to  bankers,  becaufe  this  would 
prevent  too  great  an  iffue,  and  guard  better  againft  forgery,  and 
fupport  the  credit  of  the  notes.  This  was  fupported  by  Mr.  Fox, 
Mr.  Whitbreadj  Mr.  Crewe,  Mr.  Wiglcv,  Mr.  Weftern,  &e. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  and  the  SOLICITOR  GENERAL 
contended,  that  it  was  better  to  allow  roanufafturers  themfelves  to 
iffue  notes,  who  would  not  iffue  more  than  were  neccffary,  as  pay- 
ment might  be  enforced  in  a  fummary  manner  after  three  days 
demand. 

The  bill  then  went  through  the  Committee,  the  Report  was  read 
and  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  ordered  to  be  read  a.  third  time  to^ 
morrow.  —  Ac^iirncd. 

l^ridayj  n^d  March. 

A  meflage  was  received  from  the  Lords,  infonfning  the  Houfe, 
dnt  their  JLordfbips  had  paffed  the  bill  for  removing  doubts  with 
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TcfpeA  to  the  Bank  iflTuing  bank  biUS|  under  the  fum  of  5I.  with* 

out  any  amendment. 

The  Speaker,  with  the  Members,  were  then  fummoned  to  the 
Upper  Houfe,  to  attend  a  Royal  Commiflion.  On  his^eturn,  h© 
informed  the  Houfe,  that  the  Royal  afTcnt  had  been  given  by 
commiflion  to  the  Bank-note  bill,  and  to  other  public  and  pri- 
vate bills. 

Mr.  WILBERFORCE  BIRD  moved  the  order  of  the  day, 
for  fufpending  the  afts  of  the  1 5th  and  1 7th  of  his  prefcnt  Ma- 
jeAy,  fufpending  the  ifTue  of  fmall  notes. 

Mr.  HAWKINS  BROWNE  faid,  that  he  would  oppofc  the 
pafling  of  the  bill,  unlefs  a  claufe  was  inferted  in  it  to  repeal  it 
during  the  prefent  feiTion.  The  more  a  perfon  was  embarra0ed  in 
his  circumftaniies,  the  more  apt  he  would  be  to  refort  to  the  expe- 
dient of  ifluing  quantities  of  thefe  fmall  notes.  He  wiflied,  there- 
fore, in  order  to  prevent  the  abufe  of  the  bill,  fome  fcverer  punifh- 
ment  (hould  be  ena6ied  than  the  mere  penalty  of  diftrefs.  It  would 
be  impoffible  to  correal  the  fraudulent  iiTue  of  thofe  bills  without 
rendering  the  peribns,  who  (liould  fail  in  their  payment,  liable  to 
be  imprifoned  and  fcnt  to  the  houfe  of  corrcftion.;  except  thisjfe  fe- 
yere  reAraints  were  adopted,  every  individual  would  be  enabled  to 
fet  up  a  mint  in  his  own  houfe,  and  increafe  the  artificial  wealth  of 
the  ^country  to  the  deftruflion  of  real  credit.  He  concluded  with 
moving,  **  That  inftead  of  three  months,  the  operatioa  of  the  bill 
(hould  be  confined  to  one  month." 

Mr.  W.  BIRD  begged  leave  to  bring  up  a  claufe,  which  he  was 
defirous  (hould  be  inferted  in  the  bill,  namely :  **  That  i£  any  pec^ 
fon  (hould.  fail  in  the  i>aynient  of  a  note  three  days  after,  it  became 
due,  that  it  (hould  be  lawful  for  the  Jufiices  to  fummon  Hiro  before 
them,  to  award  co(^s  to  the  plaintiff  with  the  payment  of  the  amount 
of  the  note,  and  to  levy  difhefs  upon  the  efie^s  of  the  perfon  fo 
failing  in  his  engagement." 

Mr,  SHERIDAN  dated  this  was  as  important  a  fubje<3  as  could 
pofl'ibly  engage  the  attention  of  the  Houfe  in  the  prefent  unfortu- 
nate (ituation  of  the  country.  One  unfortunate  confequence  wogld 
follow  from  the  ifTue  of  thofe  bills,  that  if  any  (hould  not  be  paidi 
a  general  di(lrufl>  would  take  place  with  refpcd  to  their  validly,  and 
the  whole  would  undergo  a  moft  alarming  depreciation.  At  the 
feme  time  it  would  be  a  mofl  unfortunate  thing  to  hotd  out  to  all 
the  manufa61urers  in  the  kingdom,  a  menace  of  being  imprifoned 
or  fent  to  the  houfe  of  correfHon,  if  not  from  any  fraudulent  pur« 
pofe,  but  from  the  failure  q{  remittances,  or  the  preflure  of  the 
times,  they  (hould  be  unable  to  make  good  their  engagemoit*     If 


Mar^h  3.]  DEBATES.  737 

the  bill  was  accompanied'  with  fuch  a  menace,  ihftead  of  having  the 
effcA  to  afford  a  temporary  relief  to  their  credit,  it  would  tempt 
them  rather  to  incur  the  evils  of  immediate  bankruptcy,  than  run 
the  riik  of  being  fubjefted  to  a  punifhment  fo  painful  and  degrading. 
At  the  fame  time,  if  thefc  bills  were  to  reft  merely  on  npminal 
credit,  they  would  not  anfwer  the  purpofc  to  afford  relief  to  the  la- 
borious poor.  If  prefented  to  the  baker  and  butcher,  they  would' 
not  be  accepted  by  them  to  to  their  full  amount,  and  this  circum- 
ftance  muft  alfo  tend  to  create  a  general  depreciation.  He  (hould 
therefore  propofe,  in  order  to  remedy  this  evil,  that  the  perfons 
iffuing  thofe  notes,  as  a  fecurity  for  their  payment,  (hould  prc- 
vioufly  depofit  property  adequate  to  the  amount  of  the  notes  inued, 
and  that  no  individuals  (hould  be  allowed  to  iflbe  thofe  notes, 
whofe  fubftance  did  not  allow  them  to  make  this  dcDodt.  This 
precaution,  he  remarked,  would  remove  every  chance  for  fraud  or 
depreciation,  which  muft  otherwife  inevitably  take  place  in  the  cir- 
culation of  this  paper.  If  manufiifturcrs  were  in  fuch  a  lituation 
as  to  juftiiy  them  in  iffuing  thofe  notes,  they  muft  either  be  on  (iich 
a  footing  of  credit  with  their  banker,  or  in  poffeflion  of  good  bills, 
which  would  enable  them  to  produce  fecurity  to  the  amount  of  the 
notes  iffued.  He  illufh^ted  his  propofition  by  referring  to  the  in- 
fbiiKe  of  lottery  tickets.  The  dealers  in  thofe  tickets  were  allowed 
to  divide  them  in  fmall  (hares  for  the  accommodation  of  their  quf- 
tomers,  after  having  depoiited  the  original  tickets  as  a  fecurity. 
He  then  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to  move  that  evening  for  an 
immediate  fupply  of  copper  coinage  in  pennies  and  two-pennies, 
for  the  relief  of  the  laborious  poor.  He  (hould  not  move  for  any 
frcfti  coinage  of  half-pence,  as,  if  thefe  were  of  the  proper  ftandard, 
they  muft  tend  to  cut  out  all  thofe  which  were  now  in  circulation, 
an  evil  which  might  be  of  greater  magnitude  than  the  relief  it  was 
intended  to  afford.  He  could  not  confide  for  a  moment  in  the  dili- 
gence of  Minifters ;  elfe  when  they  forefaw,  as  they  muft  ncceffarily 
have  done,  the  approach  of  this  great  public  calamity,  they  would 
have  taken  meafures  to  have  had  by  this  time  waggon  loads  of 
this  ufeful  coin  coming  up  from  Bolton*s  Manufactory  at  Bir- 
mingham. 

The  MASTER  OF  THE  ROLLS  agreed  with  Mr.  Sheridan, 
flhat  it  would  be  defirable  to  provide  a  fund  to  anfwer  the  notes  be^ 
fore  they  were  iffued  ;  but  he  alfo  thought  that  fome  penalty,  (hould 
be  annexed  to  the  non-payment  of  them,  and  that  in  a  fummarjc 
way,  otherwife  the  poor  man,  who  was  not  able  to  go  to  law  with 
the  rich  man,  nlight  not  be  able  to  get  his  money.     He  wKhed  to 
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hold  out  a  terror  to  prevent  a  man  from  liTuing  nqtes^  unlefs  he  had 
cfk&s  to  anfwcr  them. 

The  SPEAKER  obfcrvcd,  that,  as  the  claufe  contained  a  pecu- 
niary penalty,  it  could  not  be  inferted  into  the  bill,  unlefs  it  went 
through  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe ;  and  the  place  to  axgoe 
on  the  infufficiency  of  the  penalty,  would  be  in  that  Committee;  and 
the  Houfe  having  accordingly  rcfoivcd  itfelf  into  a  Committee  on 
the  bill, 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  then  fpoke  againft  the  penal  part  of  the 
claufe  :  he  thought  it  would  be  hard  that,  to  pcrfonal  misfortune, 
perfonal  difgrace,  and  punifhment,  (hould  be  fupcradded.  With 
refpeft  to  what  had  fallen  from  Mr.  Sheiidan  about  copper  coin,  he 
had  no  objedion  to  the  addrefs  which  he  mea/it  to  offer :  and  he 
thought  it  neceifary  then  to  inform  the  Houfe  that  diredlions  had 
been  already  given,  and  proper  meafurcs  taken  lo  promote  that 
objcft. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN,  Mr.AVILBERFORCE,  Mr.  FOX,  and 
Mr.  BRYAN  EDWARDS,  fpoke  upon  the  claufe.  The  lat- 
tef  exprefled  himfelf  diredUy  againft  the  bill,  becaafe  it  went  to* 
multiply  the  quantity  of  paper  in  circulation ;  and  thus  increafe  the 
very  evil  which  had  caufcd  the  diftrcfs  of  the  country.  The  claufe 
then  went  through  the  Committee,  in  which  the  penalty  that  a 
MagiArate  might  inflidt  was  limited  to  the  fum  of  twenty  (hillings ; 
and  being  reported,  it  was  added  to  the  bill  by  way  of  rider. 

Mr.  W,  BIRD  then  defircd,  that  the  duration  of  the  bill  might 
be  limited  to  one  month  inftead  of  three,  with  a  power  to  renew 
the  aS  if  neceffary. 

The  SPEAKER  obfcrvcd,  that  in  the  interval  between  the  ex- 
piration and  the  renewal  of  the  bill,  the  Eafter  recefs  would  occur, 
lb  that  there  might  not  be  time  to  renew  it. 

Mr.  BASTARD  faid,  he  could  not  fit  in  his  place  and  hear 
holidays  talked  of  at  a  time  when  the  falvation  of  the  country  was 
at  flake.  A  claufe  was  then  brought  up  to  continue  the  bill  in 
force  till  Monday  the  ift  of  May  ;  after  which,  the  bill  paflcd 
the  Houfe, 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  theri  moved,  ''  That  an  humble  addrefs  be 
*'  prcfcnted  to  His  Majefty,  that  he  will  be  gracioufly  pleafed  to 
**  give  diredtions  that  meafures  may  be  taken  for  procuring  an  im- 
**  mediate  fupply  of  fuch  copper  coinage  as  may  be  bcft  adapted 
^'  to  the  payment  of  the  laborious  poor  iii  the  prefent  exigency." 
Ordered. 

Mr.  Secretary  DUNDAS.     It  was  my  intention  this  i)ig^  to 
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hstve  given  notice  of  a  motion  for  Monday,  not  then  conceiving  that 
the  intelligence  on  which  it  is  founded  had  been  got  abroad  fo  gene- 
rally among  the  public,  as  I  iince  find  it  has  done.  Having,  how- 
ever, perceived  that  the  intelligence  is  as  extcnfively  known  as  it 
is' matter  of  the  higheft  fatisfaction  and  exultation,  I  cannot  for  one 
moment  delay  afFordirig  an  opportunity  to  this  Houfe  to  exi>refs  thofe 
fentiments  of  admiration  and  gratitude  which  every  Britifh  bofom 
muft  feel  on  fuch  an  occafion.  One  reaibn  why  I  was  chiefly  un» 
willing  to  bring  forward  a  motion  of  thanks  on  this  day  was,  that 
I  was  extremely  defirous,  that,  previous  to  that  ftep,  the  Houfe  and, 
the  public  fliould  be  in  pofleflion  of  all  the  fa6ts  and  documeats  re- 
lative to 'this  iiludrious  tranfadion.  I  was  anxious  not  to  proceed 
to  this  pleaiing  talk  of  my  duty  without  being  fan<S.ioned  by  the 
authority  of  the  gallant  Admiral  himfelf,  who,  in  his  official  dif- 
patches,  has  det^tiled  all  the  circnmftanccs  relative  to  this  glorious 
event,  with  a  degree  of  pcrfpicuity  and  clearnefs  which  rcflcSt  on 
him  the  higheft  honour,  aiki  which  I  only  (hould  injure  by  any 
ftatcnient  or  repetition  of  mine.  Waving,  however,  any  detail, 
and  fatisficd  that  the  general  knowledge  of  the  event  can  only  ex- 
cite in  this  Houfe  the  fame  rapturous  fcnfation^,  which  I  underfland 
have  been  already  expreflcd  by  the  public,  in  order  to  command 
the  moft  cordial  and  heartfelt  affent  to  the  motion  which  I  now 
mean  to  bring  for?i»ard,  it  is  only  heceffary  for  me  to  intimate  that 
accounts  have  this  day  arrived  in  town  that  a  Britifh  Admiral  with 
fifteen  fail  of  the  line,*  fought,  purfued,  attacked,  and  conquered  a 
fleet  of  the  enemy,  coniifting  pf  twenty- feven  fail  of  the  line,  and, 
as  trophies  pf  this  vi(^ory,  the  moft  (ignsd  and  illuftrious  that  ever 
was  achieved  in  the  annals  of  the  Britiih  navy,  has  fent  into  port 
as  prizes  two  (hips  of  r  i  2  guns  each,  and  two  others,  one  of  80 
ond  one  of  -70  guns.  Whether  he  has  fince  reaped  any  more  glo- 
rious trophies  of  his  diftinguifhed  fuccefs,  I  am  now  not  enabled 
to  ftate  to  the  Houfe.  But  fure  I  am,  that  every  Britiih  heart 
muft  be  united  to  pay  the  gallant  Admiral  that  tribute  of  gratitude 
and  admiration  due  to  his  admirable  conduft  and  his  eminent  fer- 
vices  to  the  public.  Penetrated  with  this  feeling,  and  anxious  no 
longer  to  reprefs  the  impatience  which  every  Member  muft  feel  to 
join  in  this  tribute,  I  ftiall  conclude  with  now  moving,  "  That  the 
thanks  of  this  Houfe  to  be  given  to  Admiral  Sir  John  Jervis, 
Knight  of  the  moft  Honourable  Order  of  the  Bath,  for  his  able 
"  and  gallant  conduct  in  the  moft  brilliant  and  dccifive  viflory 
'*  obtained  over  the  Spanifh  fleet,  on  the  1 4th  day  of  February  laft, 
**  by  the  fleet  under  his  command." 
Mr.  FOX.     In  fcconding  this  motion,  I  rife  only  to  fay  a  very 
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&W  ^ivpvds.  By  r<tuvnu\g  our  tbank^  oo  this  occafion^  wc  oanoot 
but  feel  with  peculiar  pride  s^nd'Tatisfa^on,  chat  .we  exprcif  our 
gratitude  .and  acknowledgcnaents  for  the  cno^  brilliant  and  Uluftrious 
oxjAoit  ever  perfbrnicd  in  the  annals  of  this  country. 

Mr.  KEENE.  I  do  not  conceive  that  on  this  occafion  a  mere 
expreffion  of  our  thanks  is  a  fufficient  teftiniony  (tf  our  iitn&  of 
die  merit  of  the  gallant  Admiral.  I  tbiak  it  our  indifponfablc 
duty  to  follow  it  up  with  a  reiblutton  that  may  fufaftaatially  mark 
die  deep  impreffion  we  feel  of  Che  diftinguiihed  fervice  chat  has  beea 
^ndered  to  the  country,  and  which  I  am  confident  will  meet  the 
general  wiihes  of  the  nation,  and  command  the  warmeft  tribute  €f( 
public  approbation.  I  ihall  therefore  move,  **  That  an  humble 
**  addreis  .be  prefented  to  His  Majeily,  that  His  Majefty  would  be 
^'  graciouily  pleafed  to  confer  fome  (ignal  mark  of  his  royal  favour 
*^  on  Admiral  Sir  John  Jervis,  for  his  gallant  and  meritorious  ex- 
"  ertions  on  the  1 4th  of  February,  &c.** 

Mr.  Secretary  DUN  DAS.  Ifhould  be  extremely  forry  that 
any  difagreement  of  opinion  fhould  arife  on  any  modon  fuggeAed 
on  this  occafion.  No  roan  who  knows  my  fendments  of  the  cfaa- 
rader  and  public  fervices  erf"  the  gallant  Admira],  can  poflibly  fuf* 
pe^  that  I  fhould  be  in  the  (mallefl  degree  backward  to  bear  the 
moft  .decided  tefUmony  to  his  merits,  or  conceive  any.  reward  too 
great  for  his  diftinguifhed  and  fuccefsful  exertions  j  but  at  the  fame 
dme  by  exprefTing  their  tharics  on  this  occafion,  the  Houfe  difchaige 
that  duty  which  belongs  to  them*  It  is  furely  not  neeeflary  for  them 
to  interfere  with  the  reward  which  is  fo  eminently  due  to  this  illuf- 
trlous  charadler,  or  to  take  out  of  the  hands  of  His  Majefty  the  tafk 
Jwhich  peculiaiiy  belongs  to  the  royal  office,  and  which  mufl  be  (b 
highly  gratifying  to  the  royal  feelings.  It  cannot  furely  be  fufpedted 
that  in  this  inftance,  there  will  be  any  want  either  of  inclinadon  or 
prompdtude  on  the  part  of  the  Executive  Government,  to  do  juf- 
dce  to  the  eminent  fervices  of  the  gallant  Admifal,  and  to  meet  the 
wifhes  of  a  grateful  people. 

Mr.  MARTIN.  This  naval  vi6lory  afibrds  me  peci^liar  fau$« 
fa£Uon,  as  it  fumifhes  a  decided  proof,  that  if  we  confine  our  ope- 
rations to  fea  afiairs,  we  cannot  fail  of  fueccfs,  and  (hall  at  once 
confult  the  interefts  of  humanity  and  the  glory  of  the  BritUh 
empire. 

Mr.  KEENE.  Notwithftanding  what  has  been  urged  by  the 
ri^t  honourable  Secretary,  I  am  ftill  of  opinion  that  it  is  incumbent 
upon  this  Houfe  to  exprefs  fome  peculiar  mark  of  their  approbad<Mi 
for  a  fervice  which  is  univerfally  admitted  to  be  the  moft  naerito* 
nous  and  difUngiiiflied  that  has  ever  occurred  in^  the  annals  of  the 
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country.  I  am  convinced  that  it  Uonly  by  adopting  the  motion  I 
have  piopofed  that  the  HouCe  can  render  a  juft  tribute  to  the  me- 
viXs^  of  the  gallant  Admiral,  or  adequately  meet  the  grateful  fenfe 
of  die  nation  at  large.  At  all  events  I  am  defirous  for  the  fake  of 
this  illuftrious  perfon  that  my  nK)tion  may  be  recorded  on  the  Jour- 
nals of  this  Houfe.  Mr.  Keene  concluded  with  repeating  the 
terms  of  the  motion. 

Sir  CHARLES  BUNBURY  rofc  to  fccond  the  motion.  I  am 
convinced,  that'  if  Parliament  are  defirous  to  evince  on  this  occafion 
jthat  they  feci  along  with  their  confiituents,  they  cannot  difcover  too 
great  promptitude  in  conferring  on  the  gallant  Admiral  the  moft 
iignal  and  unequivocal  proof  of  their  gratitude  and  admiration. 
This  brave  officer  by  his  conduct  has  ftamped  a  reputation  which 
D^ill  be  as  lading  as  the  annals  of  Briti(h  gloiy.  The  name  of 
Jervis  will  ever  be  dear  and  illu(fa'ious  to  his  country.  One  of  the 
captured  (hips,  which  rank  among  the  trophies  of  his  vidory,  fi:^- 
gefts  a  title  appropriate  to  the  character  of  the  gallant  Admiral. 
Allow  me  to  greet  him  by  the  appellation  of  Salvador  del  Mundo. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT.  I  could  not  poflibly  have  conceived 
that,  on  this  particular  topic,  any  point  could  ha(Vc  occurred,  which 
would  in  the  fmalleft  degree  be  diftreffing  to  my  feelings.  I  do 
not,  however,  know,  that  any  fubjed  could  poflibly  have  been  intro- 
duced fo  extremely  diftrefling  to  my  feelings  as  the  prefent  motion. 
It  cannot  furely  be  conceived  that  there  can  exi ft  the  fmalleft  dif- 
ference of  fentiment  with  refpcd  to  the  extent  and  value  of  the 
fervices  of  the  gallant  Admiral,  or  the  feelings  of  gratitude  and  ad- 
miration which  are  due  to  his  charader.  But  even  amidft  thofe 
effufions  of  gratitude  and  admiration,  which  are  peculiarly  called 
forth  by  that  brilliant  and  dccifive  exploit  which  engages  our  prefent 
attention,  it  is  incumbent  upon  the  Houfe  not  to.  fufFcr  thcmfelves 
to  be  carried  fix)m  the  fenfe  of  propriety  by  the  impulfe  of  their  feel- 
ings, or  amidA  th«  ardour  of  their  acknowledgements  to  confound 
thofe  di(Hnd  fun£ibns  which  belong  to  the  different  bodies  of  die 
Legiflature.  I  again  repeat  that,  with  refped  to  the  extent  of  the 
merit  and  the  value  of  the  fervices  of  the  brave  officer  in  queftion, 
there  can  be  no  difference  of  opinion,  nor  can  any  expreffion  of 
apfN'obation,  and  teftimony  of  reward,  be  conceived  too  great  for  his 
admirable  condud,  and  diftinguUbed  fervices  to  the  country.  But 
«  I  mu(t  fuggeft  to  the  Houfe,  tranfcendant  as  is  the  brilliancy  of  the 
prefent  tran&dUon,  whether  the  hiftory  of  this  country  can  be  ex«- 
pe£led  in  the  prefent  moment,  to  produce  any  inib.nce  of  gallantry 
and  prowefs  of  fuch  extenfive  benefit,  and  unrivalled  fplendor,  as 
Qumotfind  faaui  nearly  iimilar  example  2n  its  former  annals. 
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There  is,  furely,  no  point  of  militaiy  glory,  no  proof  of  profcffional 
deicity  on  the  part  of  BritUh  officers,  which  is  new  to  the  records  of 
<wr  national  fame.  But  at  no  period,  I  believe,  has  it  ever  occurred, 
that  on  the  firft  intimation  of  victory,  fuch  a  motion  fhould  be 
brought  forward  in  this  Houfe.  Can  it  poflibly  be  fufpeflcd,  that 
on  the  part  of  the  Iiigheft  branch  of  the  Ligiflaturc,  there  is  fuch 
an  extreme  infenfibility  to  the  glory  and  intcreft  of  the  country  that 
there  can  cxill  the  fmalleft  difpofition  to  overlook  the  merits,  or  pafs 
by  the  claims  of  the  mod  valuable  Servants  of  the  public  ?  I  do 
not  know  that  in  any  former  inftance  of  the  moft  fplcndid  achieve- 
ments, any  (uch  proceeding  as  that  which  is  now  propofcd  was  fane- 
tioncd  by  the  Hoiife  of  Commons.  I  can  confidently  refer  to  what 
took  place  with  rcfpeS  to  the  gallant  and  beneficial  fcrvices  of  Rod- 
,ney,  of  Keppel,  and  of  Howe— Officers,  in  whofc  cafe,  the  Houfc 
will  nor  furely  be  accufcd  of  having  felt  any  coldnefs  of  approbation, 
or  deficiency  of  gratitude.  But  what  will,  perhaps,  be  cdnfidered 
rs  a  niil  more  e>ctranrdinar\'  inftance  in  the  hiliory  of  the  country, 
I  r:■^  not  aware  that  any  fuch  proceeding  was  even  adopted  with 
r.  jtd  to  the  famous  Duke  of  Marlborough,  whofc  name  makes  fo 
illaftri(3us  a  fi^urcin  the  annals  of  the  country.  Can  it  be  fuppofed 
that  the  Crown  can  ever  require  to  be  prompted  to  pay  the  jufl 
tribute  of  approbation  and  honour  to  thofe  who  have  eminently 
iignalived  themfcves  by  their  profcffional  merits,  and  their  public 
fcrvices  ?  If  the  Houfe  feel  peculiar  fcntiments  of  Tatisfi6lion  and 
grctiti'dc  in  con*rir»plating  the  meritorious  exploit  of  the  gallant' 
Admiral,  it  muft  be  no  fmall  addition  to  their  pleafure  to  find  that 
the  fame  fcntiments  we  no  lefs  felt  by  that  pait  of  the  Legiflature 
to  which  we  arc  all  bound  to  look  up  with  the  higheft  refptcl,  and 
to  wl.ich  it  peculiarly  belongs  to  dilVmguirti  by  its  favours  thofe 
whom  it  honours  wiih  its  approbation.  On  the  part  of  His  Ma- 
jeftv's  Minifters,  I  can  fafely  affirm,  that  before  this  laft  fplendid  ir>- 
ftanrv  of  the  ^ood  conduct  and  valqpr  of  the  gallant  Admiral,  we 
have  not  been  remifs  in  watcliing  the  uniform  tenor  of  his  profcf- 
fional career ;  we  have  vvitnefled  in  the  whole  of  his  proceedings, 
fuch  inftanccs  of  pcrfcverance,  of  diligence,  and  of  exertion  in  the 
public  fcrvicc,  as  though  lefs  brilliant  and  daxzling  than  this  laft 
exploit^  arc  only  lefs  meritorious,  as  they  are  put  in  competition 
with  the  glory  of  a  fingle  day,  which  has  produced  fuch  extenfivc, 
and  incalculable  benefits  to  the  Britifh  empire.  Feeling  fuch  to 
have  been  my  high  fcnfe  of  the  condudt  of  this  brave  officer,  during 
the  whole  of  his  command,  I  am  not  afraid  of  incurring  any  im- 
putation of  a  defire  to  fubtradl  from  his  merits,  or  to  withhold  the 
honours  to  which  he  has  fo  jufUy  edabliflied  his  claim.    I  am  only 
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defirous  that  the  approbadon  of  this  Houfe  (hould  be  conveyed  in  a 
manner  confident  with  die  praflicc  of  the  country,  and  the  courfc 
of  the  Conflitudon.  I  confefs,jthat  I  (hould  feel  myfelf  infinitely 
relieved  by  the  confcnt  of  the  honourable  gentleman  to  withdiaw 
his  motion.  If  he  fhould  pcrfiil  to  prefs  it  on  the  Houfe,  un- 
doubtedly, r  (hall  not  attempt  to  get  rid  of  it  by  a  dire<^  negative 
—-on  fuch  a  day  as  this,  that  v^cre  impo(rible — but  I  (hall  meet  it 
by  moving  the  previous  quel^ion. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN.     It  is  impoflTible  but  that  every  man  muft 
feel  the  fentimcnt  that  every  thing  that  can  be  done  by  this  Houfe 
ou^ht  to  be  done  in  the  prefent  infiance  to  exprefs  our  high  fenfe  of 
the  di(lingui(hed  merit  and  eminent  ferviccs  of  the  gallant  Admiral. 
I  differ,  however,  from  the  honourable  mover  of  the'rcfoiution, 
who  has  dated,  that  for  the  fake  of  Sir  John  Jervis,  he  is,  at.  all 
events,  defirous  that  it  (hould  appear  on  the  journals  of  this  Houfe. 
.  If  the  motion  be  put  and  oppofed,  to  infert  it  on  the  journals  of  this 
Houfe,  indead  of  adding  to  the  well-earned  reputation  of  that  brave 
officer,  would,  I  conceive,  have  a  contrary  e(Fe<Sl.     The  journals  of 
this  Houfe  do  not  contain  the  records  of  that  have  officer's  glory. 
They  would  only  bear  tedimony  to  the  rejeflion  of  the  motion.    I 
cannot,  however,  fubmit  to  the  doflrine  that  this  Houfe  have  no 
right  to  interfere  to  exprefs  their  marked  approbation  of  a  didin- 
gui(hed  charader,  or  to  apply  to  Ris  Majedy  to  fignalize  the  moft 
eminent  public  fervices  by  a  peculiar  mark  of  his  royal  favour.      If 
there  was  any  chance  that  the  prefent  motion  would  be  pafifed  utia- 
nimoufly,  it  would  experience  my  warmed  approbation.     I  cannot 
allow  the  proud  boad  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman  to  pafs  un- 
noticed, that  in  no  indance  has  there  appeared  on  the  part  of  the 
Executive  Government  any  degree  of  infenfibility  to  the  worth  of 
gallant  officers',  or  any  want  of  promptitude  to  reward  the  claims 
pf  public  fervices.     The  very  mention  of  the  name  of  the  honour* 
able  Admiral  mud  forcibly  recal  the  recollection  of  the  former  (cr*    r 
vices,  and  the  degree  of  attention  which  they  experienced  from  t}ie 
Executive  Government.     No  mark  of  honour — no  tedimony  d 
reward  has  hitherto  followed  from  his  gallant  exertions,  which  Mi- 
niders  feel  themfelvcs  compelled  to  notice  in  terms  of  the  highefi 
panegyric.     While  they  have  withheld  from  him,  and  other  illuf- 
trious  channSers,  the  jud  reward  of  their  merit,  on  whom  have 
they  chofen  to  throw  away  their  honours  r     On  perfons,  who  have 
no  pretentions  to  profeffional  defert,  who  can  exhibit  no  claims  of 
public  fervtcc.     llie  late  indances  of  individuals,  on  whom,  for  no 
reafon  whatever  that  could  judify  any  addition  of  dignity  in  the 
eyes  of  the  nadon,  the  diflin^on  of  the  Peerage  has  been  conferred. 
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undoubtedly  tend  to  cheapen  the  hononr,  and  to  take  away  from  it 
all  idea  of  reward  for  public  fcr vices.  If  any  honour  could  be  con- 
ferred on  the  gallant  Admiral  in  a  way  fo  marked  as  to  feparate  it 
from  the  mafs  of  honours  which  have  been  lavi(hed  on  others,  it 
would  undoubtedly  only  be  ajuft  tribute  for  his  diilinguiihed  fer- 
vices.  I  conceive  that  I  am  fully  borne,  out  by  fa6tS|  when  I  aver 
that  honours  have  not  lately  been  conferred  in  a  manner  agreeable 
to  the  public  voice,  or  the  public  wifhes.  I  need  only  allude  to  the 
infhnce  of  a  noble  Lord  (Howe)  who,  by  his*  gallant  and  able  con- 
duct, had  formed  the  ftrongeft  claims  upon  the  gratitude  and  juftice 
of  his  country.  A  blue  ribband  was  then  vacant*  It  was  pcnr-ied 
out  for  the  noble  Lord  by  public  expe£btion  and  public  rumour. 
The  noble  Lord  could  certainly  feel  no  defire  for  fuch  a  diftin^on 
from  any  motive  of  perfonal  vanity :  but  it  was  natural  he  (hould 
wiih  for  the  dignity  of  the  fervice  to  which  he  beloi^d,  that  it 
fhould  experience  the  mod  diftinguifhed  marks  of  the  royal  approba- 
tion. But  inftead  of  the  blue  ribband  being  given  to  the  gallant 
and  venerable  Admiral,  he  was  offered  a  paltry  bauble,  which  he 
properly  reje6ted,  while  this  (ignal  honour,  which  ought  only  to  be 
accorded  to  (he  higheft  merit,  was  jerked  on  the  (houlders  of  a  per- 
fon,  for  what  claims  of  public  fervice,  I  confefs,  I  do  not  know, 
and  I  am  difpofcd  to  think  that  the  country  muft  be  equally  at  a 
lofs  to  difcover. 

Mr.  KEENE.  I  was  certainly  anxious  to  mark  the  oondudt 
of  the  gallant  Admiral  by  the  moil  diftinguifhed  tefiimony  of  ap- 
probation which  this  Houfe  could  confer ;  but  in  compliance  widi 
what  I  find  to  be  the  ^(h  of  a  great  majority  in  this  Houfe,  I 
fliall  not  perfift  to  prefs  any  motion. 

,  Mr.  FOX.  I  certainly  do  not  rife  to  objeft  to  withdrawing  the 
motion,  I  rife  only  to  enter  my  decided  protcft  againft  Ac  dodrine 
laid  down  by  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  as  if  there  was  any^ 
thing  contrary  to  the  forms  of  this  Houfe,  or  the  practice  of  the 
Conftitution,  in  expreflfing  our  opinioa  in  the  moft  decided  manner 
of  fervices,  eminent  to  a  degrc^  beyond  any  that  ever  called  forward 
the  honours  of  the  Crown,  or  the  rewards  of  the  Houfe.  If  this 
queftion  had  come  to  a  divifion,  I  undoubtedly  (hould  have  voted  for 
it ;  I  am  perfuadcd  that  the  proportion  it  contains  is  perfe^ly  con- 
flftcnt  with  the  nature  of  die  Conftitution  ;  nor  do  I  conceive  that 
it  would  leffcnthe  glory  and  fplendour  of  the  achievennents  of  rtie 
gallant  Admiral,  that  they  were  recommended  to  the  notice  and' 
fevour  of  His  Majefty  by  the  voice  of  the  Rtprcfcntatives  of  the 
IReople. 
^  The  original  motion  of  thanks  to  Sir  John  Jcrvls  wa$  then  ctar-  ■ 
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•  « 

ried  ftem.  con.  with  the  ihoft  rapturous  burft  of  fatisfa£lion  from  eveiy 
quarter  of  the  Houfc. 

Mr.  Secretary  DUNDAS  then  moved,  «*  That  the  thanks  of 
"  this  Houfe  be  given  to  the  Vicc-Admirals  Charles  Thompfon 
**  and  the  honourable  William  Waldcgrave,  Rear-Admiral  Wil- 
liam Parker,  Commodore  (now  .Rear- Admiral)  Horatio  Nelfori; 
Captain  (now  Sir  Robert)  Calder  (Knight),  Firft\  Captain  to 
"  Admiral  Sir  John  Jervis,  and  to  the  feveral  Captains  and  OfE- 
**  cers  of  the  fleet  under  the  command  of  the  faid  Admiral,  for  their 
"  bravery  and  gallant  conduft  on  the  above- mentioilcd  moft  glorious 
**  occafion ;  and  that  Admiral  Sir  John  Jervis  do  fignify  the  fame 
"  to  them."     Paflcd  nenu  con, 

Mr.  Secretary  Dundas  faid,  that  in  the  next  motion  he  was 
to  make,  he  was  confident  that  he  fhould  meet  the  fcntiments  of  Sir 
John  Jervis,  who,  on  this  occafion,  had  given  the  moft  flattering 
teftimony  to  the  good  condu£l  and  gallantry  of  the  refpedive  crcws^ 
and  who  muft  be  defirocis  that  thofe  brave  tars  (hould  be  confidered' 
by  the  Houfe  of  Commons'as  iharers  of  the  merit,  and  partners  of 
the  glory  of  this  brilliant  and  decifive  viSory.  He  therefore  moved, 
**  That  this  Houfe  doth  highly  approve  of,  and  acknowledge  the 
'<<  fervices  of  the  feamen,  marines,  and  ibldiers,  on  board  the  ihips 
**  under  the  command  of  Admiral  Sir  John  Jervis,  in  the  late 
**  moft  glorious  viSor)'  over  the  Spanifh  fleet ;  and  that  the  Cap- 
**  tains  of  the  feveral  fhips  do  fignify  the  fame  to  their  refpe^ive 
'*  crews,  and  do  thank  them  for  their  gallant  behaviour."  Fafled 
nem,  con, 

Mr.  GREY  thought  it  neceflTary  to  fay  a  few  words  on  the  fub- 
jeft  of  the  viflory  gained  by  Sir  John  Jervis,  in  which  he  declared, 
he  felt  as  much  fatisfa£lion  as  any  gentleman  in  the  Houfe,  both  on 
accoimt  of  the  fignal  fplendour  of  theaflion,  and  with  refpcdl  to  his 
perfonal  friendfliip  for  the  gallant  Admiral.  The  extraordinary  fuc- 
cefs  which  refulted  from  the  condudl  of  Sir  John  Jervis,>pught,  in 
his  opinion,  to  be  marked  with  a  di(Un6lion  as  great  as  it  was  pofli- 
blc  to  confer.  He  begged  leave  to  notice,  that  fuch  a  mcafure  was 
not  without  a  precedent,  as,  in  the  year  1704,  when  the  Duke  of 
Marlborough  gained  a  decifive  viflory  over  the  army  of  Lc\vis  the 
Fourteenth,  an  addrefs  was  agreed  to  by  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
humbly  praying  that  Her  Majefty  would  take  into  her  gracious  con- 
fideration  the  propriety  of  carrying  into  execution  fome  meafure 
that  might  perpetuate  the  memory  of  the  fuccefs  which  attended  her 
arms  under  the  command  of  his  Grace. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  moved,  «  That  there  be  lai(^  before  the 

^<  Houfe,  an  account  of  the  favings,  if  any,' that  had  been  made  in 
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^  oonfequeflce  of  the  Report  of  the  Commiflloners  appointed  to 
^*  inquire  into  the  SiixatAon  and  expenoes  of  certain  offices.'*—^ 

AgKCd  tO'        ' 

Aifo,  ^^"^  An  account  of  axijr  relief  or  advantage  that  may  be  n\adc 
*'  to  refult  to  the  Public  in  confequcnce  of  the  Report  of  the  Com-*' 
f*  mifltoners  appointed   to  inquire  into  the  (late  of  the  Crown 

«« Lands." 

*»  »         * 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  did.  not  fee  the  ncctflitjr  of  producing  the 
jMUXHint  called  far^  efpecially  as  no  grounds  had  been  adduced  for 
the  propriety  of  their  production.  There  was  no  queftion  of  aiiy 
immediate-  pecuniary  refief  being,  derived  from  the  fale  of  thf 
.down  Lands,  though  no  inoohlidcrable  advantage  might  rea- 
fonably  be'.cxpe£ted  to  arife  to  the  Public  from  their  gradual  im- 
|H(Ovemcnc. 

Mr.  COURTENAY  moved  for  a  copy  of  the  application  ma^ 
pa  1783,  by  the  Tellers  in  Exchequer^  to  the  Lords  Commif- 
'fioBcrs  of  the,  Treafury^  with  r^rd  to  the  mode  of  paying  their  £u 
Jbrifis,  and  the  proceedli^  held  thereon. 

Mr.'CbancBllor  PITT  exprei&d' his  furprize,  how  this  fubje^ 
p(iM  have  occupied  the  honourable  gentleinan*s  mind  for  fburteeo 
ycsas,  without  his  having  intimated  it  till  1797*  when  the  quefHoq 
fiOtttd  not  be  folved,  without^recurring  to  fo  remote  a  period*  He 
xsonfisiTed  that  be  did  not  bear  the  particular  occurrence  in  rce- 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  faid,  that  the  reafon  why  the  right  honour- 
Jktt  gendeman  ieemed  ignoiant  of  the  circumftances  alluded  to, 
;wfts,  doubtlcfs,  becaufe  he  (Mr.  Pitt)  was  not  at  that  period  Firft 
XrOfd  of  die  Treafury.  The  motion  made  by  him  and  his  honour^ 
Able  friend  were  not  without  thdr  objedl  and  their  giouivis  ;  ibr 
ifaey  weise  conneded  with  a  motion  refpe^ing  the  retrenchment 
lOf  .-filieeure  places,  which  was  txpeded  to  take  place  on  Mon- 
jhy  next. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  laid,  that  no  difiina  anfwer  could  be 
given  to  any  gendemaiton  a  detached  hSt,  the  eonnedion  of  whicfa 
«Duld  not  now  appear  with  a  aiotion,  with  the  particu]^  views  of 
iphich  the  Houfe  were  as  yet  unacquainted. . 

Mr.  GREY  could  not  perceive  the  necelTity  of  ftadx^g  the  parti- 
cidar  views  of  die  modon  alluded  to ;  neither  did  he  fee  that  ai^ 
inoonvenieiioe  could  arife  frcNrn  the  produ^on  of  the  accounts  mm 
^  called  for.  Similar  motions  for  an  inquiry  into  thefe  abufes  had 
frequently  been  made  during  the  laft  fourteen  yeirs  i  but  they  were 
always  ^fortunately  rejedled. 

Mr.  HARRISON  did  not  wilh  to  widihold  any  of  die  modw 


px  views  of  his.rntended  motion.     He  had  more  ;in](ioQs,  thopgh, 
'  perhaps^  not  better- founded  hopes,  that  now,  at  leaft,  under  the  ge* 

neral  preffure  of  diftrefs  that  weighed  upon  the  country,  fome  a]lc|. 

viation*  might  be  derived  from  the  abolition  of  the  finccure  places : 

jpor  fome  check  muft  nccefrarily,be  foon  put  to  the  prodij^lity  g| 
^  Minifters,  and  tficir  wanton  prpfufibn  of  the  public  money, 

t     After  a  few  obfervations  from  Mr.  Courtenay  and  Miu  Shei 

iheir  refpeflive  motions  were  withdrawn. 

Mr.  BRAMSTON  brought  up  the  Report  of  ik  tommu 

uppointed  to  inquire  into  tbe  fiitc  of  thc-B^^  which  wa3'rca^ 

j^lows:  -  **   , 

**  The  Committee  appointed  to  examine  and  ftate  thc^  total 

amoi^nt  of  out-ftanding  demands  on  the  Bank  of  £nglan£ 

and  likewife  of  the  Funds  for  difchaiging  the  fame  {  and  ta 

report  the  rcfiilt  thereof  to  the  Houfe,  together  with  Acip 

opinion  on  the  neceQity  of  providing  for  the  confirmatioa 

and  continuance,  for  a  time  to  be  limited,  of  meafurea  takei\ 

in  purfuance  of  the  minute  of  Council  on  the  26th  of  Fe^ 

bruary  laft ;  and  who  itt  empowered  to  report  their  proceeds 

ings  ^om  time  to  time  to  the  Houfe ;  have,  purfuant  to.  tho 

ord^r  of  the  Houfe,  proceeded  to  examinp  into  the  feveral 

matters  referred  to  their  coniideration,  and  have  u.nanimQi,ifl7 

agreed  upon  the  following  report,  viz. 

''  Your  Committee  have-  examined  the  total  amount  of  oof^ 

Handing  demands  on  the  Bank,  of  England,  and  likewife  of  die 

Funds  for  difchaiging  the  fame;  and  think  it  their.duty,  withckit 

lofs  of  time,  to  flate  thofe  total  amounts,  and  to  report  the  refult 

(hereof  to  the  Houfe. 

**  Your  Committee  find  upon  fuch  examination,  that  the  total 
amount  of  out-ftanding  demands  on  the  Bank,  on  the  25th  day  of 
February  lad  (to  which  day  the  accounts  could  be  completely  made 
up)  was  13,770,3901. ;  and. that  the  total  amount  of  the  Funda 
for  difchaiging  thofe  demands  (not  including  the^permanent  debt  due 
firom  Government  of  11, 6 8 6,8 col.,  which  bears  an  intereft  of 
three  per  cent.)  was  on  the  fame  25th  day  of  February  lad 
17,597,2801.  i  and  that  the  refult  is,  that  there  was,  oa  the  25th 
day  of  Februaiy  laft,  a  furplus  of  efFeds  belonging  to  the  Bank 
beycMid  the  amount  of  their  debts,  amounting  to  the  fum  of 
3^826,8901.  excluiive  of  the  above-mentioned  permanent  ddit  of 
ii,686,8ool.  due  from  Government. 

'<  And  your  Committee  farther  reprefent,  that  lince  the  25tfa 

of  February  laft  coAiidcirable  iflues  have  been  ma4c  by  the  Bank  in 

5X  » ^ 


74  PARLIAMENTARY  [Commoks. 

bank  notes',  both  upon  Government  fccurities  and  in  difixMindng 
bills,  the  particulars  of  which  could  not  immediately  be  made  up ; 
but  as  thofe  ifTues  appear  to  your  Committee  to  have  been  made 
upon  correfponding  fecuri ties/ taken  witK  the  ufual  care  and  atten- 
tion, the  adual  balance  in  favour  of  the  Bank  did  not  appear  to  your 
Committee  to  have  been  thereby  diminifhed." 

The  Report  was  ordered  to  be  printed,  and,  on  the  motion  of 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  ordered  to  be  tak^i  into  con- 
fideration  on  Monday. 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  faid,  that  he  could  not  avoid 
exprefOng  his  fatisfadipn  at  the  Report  of  the  Committee,  which  he 
was  convinced  would  afford,  not  only  confolation,  but  even  impart 
energy  to  the  Houfe,  and  to  the  public  mind.  The  Committee  had 
proceeded  to  a  faithful  difcharge  of  their  duty  in  examining  the  firft 
objed  pointed  out  to  them  by  the  order  of  the  Houfe,  but  they 
found  the  fecond  an  objed  of  too  much  importance  to  come  to  an 
immediate  decifion.  They  would,  however,  with  all  poflible 
difpatch,  proceed  to  the  confideration  of  it,  though  they  could 
not  fix  a  time  for  making  their  Report  with  rcfpeft  to  the  caufcs 
which  produced  the  Order  of  Council,  and  the  neceflity  of  pro- 
viding for  the  confirmation  and  continuance  of  it.  He  had, 
however,  the  ftrongeft  reafons  to  think  that  there  would  appear  the 
moft  fatisfaflory  grounds  to  warrant  in  the  firft  inftance  the  ne- 
ceflity of  the  meaiure. 

Mr.  GREY  declared,  that  as  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
had  obferved  it  was  impofiible  to  afcertain  any  particular  time  for 
the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  fecond  confideration,  he  fhould 
add  that  the  Committee  had  loft  no  time  in  the  inquiry  which  they 
had  already  made,  and  they  would  not  lofe  tinoe  in  their  farther, 
compliance  with  the  order  of  the  Houfe. 

Mr.  FOX  wifhed  to  know  why  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
.appeared  to  be  convinced  that  the  Report  of  the  Committee  would 
fatisfy  gentlemen  on  the  neccfTity  of  the  meafurc  r  How  could  the 
learned  gentleman  afcertain  what  would  be  the  refult  of  the  exami- 
nation, as  the  Committee  had  not  yet  entered  upon  the  fecond 
branch  of  the  inquiry  ? 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  wifhed  to  be  underltood  to 
give  no  opinion  as  to  the  caufes. 

Mr.  GREY  obferved,  that  the  Houfe  was  in  poffeflion  of  all  the 
information  which. had  come  befbre  the  Committee,  but  that 
nothing  could  be  brought  forward  with  refpcft  to  the  necclTity  of 
the  meafure,  as  the  caufes  had  not  been  yet  taken  into  difcuffion. 

1  he  order  of  the  day  being  read  for  inftituting  an  inquiry  into 
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the  conduA  of  Miniders,  on  occafion  of  the  late  attempt  of  the 
French  to  invade  Ireland, 

Mr.  WHITBREAD  prefaced  his  motion  in  a  fpcech,  of  which 
the  following  is  the  fubftance : — After  waiting  with  patience  and 
rcfpcA  to  hear  the  very  important  and  irttercfting  buiinefs  whith, 
till  this  moment,  has  occupied  the  attention  of  the  Houfe,  and 
which  is  fo  highly  entitled  to  its  notice,  I  now  rife,  Sir,  to  make 
that  motion  of  which  I  gave  notice  fome  time  ago  ;  and  which,  im- 
portant as  it  is,  but  for  the  more  momentous  bufinefs  which  engaged 
the  entire  and  anxious  confideration  of  the  Houfc  on  Monday  Jaft, 
I  fhould  on  that  evening  have  brought  forward.     Impreffcd  as  I 
am  with  the  great  weight  and  confequence  attached  to  it,  as  involv- 
ing in  it  the  deareA  and  moft  valuable  concerns  of  the  country- 
late,  Sir,  as  the  hour  is,  at  which  I  am  to  enter  upon  it,  I  muft^ 
neverthelefs,  intreat  the  indulgence  of  the  Houfe  for  a  few  moments 
before  I  proceed  to  the  fubjeft  in  queftion— till  I  deliver  my  indi- 
vidual fentiments,  and  pay  my  poor  tribute  of  acknowledgment  and 
praife  to  the  glorious  and  fplendid  viftory  of  which  the  Houfe  has 
this  night  been  informed.     No  man  in  this  Houfe,  Sir,  6r  in  thi» 
Country,  can  have  a  higher  opinion  than  I  have,  of  the  courage,  the 
gallantry,  the  (kill,  and  abiUty  of  the  gallant  Admir^,  and  the 
Officers  and   Seamen  ading  under  him,  who  have  achieved  an 
a3ion  fo  eminently  glorious.     No  man  can  be  more  defirous  of 
conferring  on  him  and  them  every  praife,  and  every  exalted  diftinc- 
tion  which  fuch  brilliant  condud  deferves.     At  the  fame  time,  Sir^ 
that  I  fay  this,  I  muft  beg  leave  to  obferve,  that  fuch  glorious  an- 
nals of  the  events  are  by  no  means  unprecedented  in  th^  Britifh 
navy.     However,  Sir,  willing  and  defirous  as  I  am  to  allow  to 
this  gallant  a6\ion  every  poffible  degree  of  merit,  and-every  praife 
which  the  moft  enthufiaftic  admirer  of  extraordinary  vid^ories  can 
wifti  for  or  defire,  I  muft  beg  leave  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
Houfe  to  the  circumftances  which  have  juft  been  related  to  us,  con- 
cerning the  lituation  and  number  of  (hips  with  which  this  gallant 
Admiral  has  acquired  fo  great,  fo  brilliant,  and  fo  decifive  a  fupe- 
riority.     The  inequality  of  (hips  on  our  part,  under  the  command 
of  Admiral  Sir  John  Jervis,  is  very  great,  almoft.  Sir,  in  a  propor- 
tion of  two  to  one.     While,  therefore,  we  view  the  fplendour  of 
this  viftory  with  every  degree  of  admiration,  and  joyful  esfultation 
'  it  fo  eminently  deferves,  it  becomes  us  ferioufly  to  confider,  whether 
the  circumftance  alone  does  not  loudly  call  on  us  to  inftitute  an  in- 
quiry into  the  condu£l  of  the  Firft  Lord  of  the  Admiralty,  for  his 
negled  of  reinforcing  thefquadron  which  Vas  in  a  fervice  fo  diftant 
as  that  of  the  Mediterranean,  when  he  knew  that  the'  Spaniards 
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were  added  to  the  lift  of  our  naval  advcrfariesi  In-fj^y  i^nioD,  ii| 
the  fame  degree  of  proportion  in  which  we  praife  and  admire  th^ 
glorious  vi(Sory  which  Sir  John  Jervis  has  obtained*— a  vi&ory,  the 
confequcnces  of  which  mud  be  fo  valuable  and  important  to  the  firft 
interefts  of  this  country ;  in  an  equal  degree  ought  we  to  affix  blamq 
and  culpability  fbr  fo  grofs  and  glaring  a  n€;gle£l  as  that  of  leaving 
him  with  fuch  a  prodigious  inferiority  of  force.  We  are  toid|  Sir^ 
by  the  right  honourable  Secretary  of  State,  in  the  detail  which  he  has 
juft  given  the  Houfe  of  this  fortunate  and  gallant  achievement,  that 
with  fifteen  (hips  of  the  line  Admiral  Sir  John  Jervis  has  defeated  a 
ieet  of  the  Spaniards,  which  confiffed  of  twenty-feven.  line  of  battle 
ihips,  of  which  he  has  taken  four.  Fortunate  and  glorious  as  this 
adlion  has  proved  to  the  reputation  of  the  British  navy,  and  thofe 
who  command  and  conduct  it,  we  cannot  but  call  to  mind  how 
dreadful  would  have  been  the  rcverfc  of  the  fate  of  that  memorable 
day,  had  victory  declared  itfelf  in  faivour  of  the  enemy.  What>  Sir« 
at  this  moment,  mud  have  been  the  fenfations  of  the  people  of  this 
country  ?  What  would  they  have  faid,  if,  in  fpitc  of  thie  bravery, 
the  difcipline>  the  judgement^  and  glory  of  Sir  John  Jervis— foe 
glory,  I  maintain^  Sir,  does  not  always  contift  in  fuasefs^-^what 
would  they  have  faid,  if,  in  defiance  of  all  tbofe  fuperior  abilities  fbr 
which  the  charafler  of  the  Britifh  Officers  and  Seamen  are  fo  emi« 
nently  confpicuous,  the  reverie  of  the  pleating  pi£hire  of  this  bril- 
liant vi6tory  had  this  night  been  lield  up  to  us,  and  we  had  been 
fold  that  Sir  John  Jervis  had  been  defeated, '  in  confequence  of  the 
immenfe  fuperiority  of  numbers  in  the  fl^et  ^ich  the  enemy 
brought  into  adlion  againd  us  r  I  have  no  doubt,  Sir,  but  the  voice 
of  the  country  at  large  would,  undoubtedly  and  inevitably,  have 
called  loudly  and  univerially  for  an  IMPEACHMENT  of  the 
FirA  Lord  of  the  Admiralty.  I  think.  Sir,  that  this  Houfe  would, 
in  fuch  i  cafe,  have  been  pretty  ready  to  join  the  voice  of  the  People, 
and  to  fecond  them  in  To  neccflary  a  meafure.  The  unparalleled 
fuccefs  which  has  attended  the  (kill  and  bravery  of  our  fleet,  by  np 
means  alter  the  Aate  of  the  queflion.  It  was  the  duty  o£  the  Firft 
Lord  of  the  Admiralty,  and  of  His  Maje(iy*s  MiniAcrs  iti  general, 
to  have  taken  care  that  our  Hcet  fhould  bear  fome  degree  pf  proporr 
tion  to  that  of  the  enemy ;  and  therefore  it  evidently  appears  tJtaf, 
the  inferiority  being  fo  very  great,  it  is  high  time  an  inquiry  into  the 
conduct  of  Minifters  (bould  immediately  take  pIaoe«  I  hope.  Sir, 
the  time  is  not  far  didant,  nay,  I  flatter  myfelf  it  is  very  near  iiv 
deed,  when  this  Houfe  will  think  it  neceflary  to  go  ierioufly  aQ4 
adUvely  into  an  cxtenfive  and  deep  inquiry  into  the  fiate  of  the  n^ 
lion  at  large.     Such  an  inquiry  has  long  been  w^mtedf  ^  Tbfr^cgf 


momentous  inibrmation  which  has  been  laid  before  the  Houfe,  and 
^hich  has  engaged  their  moft  ferious  and  deliberate^  as  well  ar 
anxious  confidcration,  fince  Monday  laft,  (hews,  beyond  a  poffibilitjr 
of  doubt,  the  inevitable  neceflity  of  inquiry  upon  the  broadcft  and 
mod  efficacious  bafis.  This  inquiry  has  often  been  moved  for  fince 
flie .commencement  of  this  deftrufti ve  and  difafkous  war,  by  feveral 
of  my  honourable  friends  near  me,  but*  has  as  conftantly  hccn  evaded 
and  warded  off  by  the  Minifter,  and  thofe  who  have  fupported 
him  hitherto  in  this  Houfe.  But  the  face  of  affairs  is,  within  one 
ihort  week,  moft  wonderfully  changed  indeed.  The  public  credit 
of  this  country,  which  hitherto  had  always  flood  on  fuch  fuperior 
ground,  has  become  (book  in  its  very  foundation.  The  mifma- 
nagement  of  His  Majefty's  Minifters  has  become  notorious  to  every 
beholder^  and  the  cry  of  inquiry  into  their  condudl  is  not  now  con- 
fined to  the  Members  of  Oppofition  in  this  Houfe  alone,  but  it 
gone  abroad,  and  l?how  echoed  back  upon  us  •from  every  comer  of 
the  kingdom :  it  is  become  the  awful,  the  univerfal,  and  the  united 
'  wi(h  and  dcfirt  of  the  whole  people.  Though  this  inquiry,  there- 
fore, has  been  fo  often  rcfufed,  1  think  His  Majcfty's  Minifters 
cannot  much  longer  keep  it  off;  and  as  a  preliminary  or  harbinger 
to  that  inquiry  on  a  large  fcale,  which  I  have  juft  now  hinted  at,  I 
hope  and  triil)  that  the  Houfe  will  this  night  agree  to  die  motien 
which  I  fhall  have  the  honour  to  fubd^t  to  their  confidtration  ; 
and  that  they  will  agree  to  the  limited  inquiry  I  have  now  in  view, 
as  to  the  condiid!!  of  His  Majefty's  Mihifters,  with  refped  to  the 
late  attempt  of  the  French  to  invade  our  iiAer  kingdom  of  Ircjimd. 
It  is  extremely  apparent  ^lnd  well  known  to  every  mart  la  this 
country,  of  the  leaft  degree  of  information,  that  the  expenccs  of  the 
prefent  war  have  exceeded,  beyond  any  degree  of  comparifon,  the 
cxpences  of  all  former  wars  in  which  this  country  has  ever  been 
unfortunately  engaged,  from  the  earlieft  periods  of  our  hiflory.  It 
is  almoft  incredible  to  relate,  but  it  is,  alas,  not  lefs  ftrange  and 
lamentable  than  it  is  true,  that  with  a  fleet,  confifting  of  upwards 
of  five  hundred  veflcls  of  war  of  various  denominations,  at  this 
ihoment  in  commiffion,  the  captures,  witliin  the  laft  three  months, 
of  our  merchant  IhipS,  have  been  greater  and  more  numerous  dian 
can  be  furniftied  in  any  three  months  which  have  ever  preceded 
&em.  In  this  immcme  number  of  Ihips  of  war,  I  have  juft  men- 
tioned no  Jkfs,  Sir^  than  ninety  fliips  rf  the  line  are  in  the  European 
Seas.  *\Vith  fuch  a  force,  how  thofe  captures  could  have  been 
made,  except  from  the  culpable  neglefit  or  mifconduft  of  His  Ma- 
jefty's Minifters,  I  am  at  a  lofs  to  imagine.  The  feft,  however, 
is,  unfortunattly  for  this  country-,  but  too  well  afcertaincd  to  adnnt 
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of  a  doubt.  I  now  come.  Sir,  to  fpeak  of  that  particular  neglcd 
and  mifcondud  which  more  immediately  gives  rife  to  the  prcfcnt 
motion.  The  firfl  information  on  authority  which  this  Houfe  re- 
ceived relative  to  the  intention  of  the  enemy  to  invade  this  countrr, 
was  conveyed  to  us  by  His  Majefty^s  fpeech  on  the  opcnif^  of  the 
prefent  fcflion.  Meafures  were  in  confequence  adopted  by  His 
Majefty's  Minifters,  in  order  to  repel  this  threatened  attack  upon  us 
at  our  own  doors.  Several  bills  were  paiTed  for  putting  the  country 
into  the  ftrongeft  and  beft  poffible  pofture  of  defence.  Whether 
tbofe  meafures  were  the  beil  that  might  have  been  adopted,  is  not 
now  the  fubjed  of  inquiry.  In  forming  a  grand  and  general  plan 
of  defence,  I  can  fcarccly  believe,  however,  that  any  gentleman 
now  prefent,  or,  indeed,  in  the  whole  country,  will  differ  in  opinion 
with  me,  when  1  fay  that  Mlnifters  ought  to  have  confidered,  and 
been  prepared  for  the  defence  of  Ireland  alfo.-  Information  had 
been  received  through  various  channels,  that  Ireland  was  one  ohjcGt 
of  the  meditated  attack  of  the  enemy.  Had  any  meafures  of  the 
fmalleft  efficacy,  I  afk,  been  taken  towards  the  defence  of  Ireland 
when  the  attempt  to  invade  it  wzs  adually  made  ?  I  believe  not. 
However,  Sir,  I  do  not  deiire  that  my  word  alone  fhould  be  taken 
on  the  fubje3 ;  I  only  entreat  the  attention  of  the  Houfe  to  the  real 
fituation  of  that  country  when  the  enemy  were  on  the  very  coaft, 
and  that  from  the  letter  of  the  Commander  in  Chief  in  that 
quarter  of  it,  General  Dalrymple,  and  I  will  then  leave  eveiy 
Member  of  the  Houfe  to  draw  his  own  inferences  and  concluiions 
upon  the  point.  It  appears,  Sir,  in  this  gentleman's  letter,  that 
indead  of  any  efledlual  meafures  having  been  previoufly  taken  for 
an  efficient  defence,  every  thing  remsuned  to  be  done.  He  fays, 
after  mentioning  the  appearance  of  the  enemy  in  Bantry  Bay,  that 
he  will  immediately  proceed  to  put  every  thing  into  the  mod  ipccdy 
and  proper  train,  for  the  purpofe  of  fruftrating  the  defign  of  the 
enemy.  Is  this  being  in  a  proper  ftate  of  defence  againft  fuch  an 
adive  and  enterprixing  enemy  as  we  have  to  contend  with  ?  If  it  is, 
I  am  no  judge  of  thofe  matters.  But,  Sir,  it  appears  by  the  nK>ft 
authentic  information  received  from  thence,  that  there  was  not  any 
thing  like  an  adequate  force  for  def<pnce  in  that  part  of  the  country. 
There  were  not  at  the  time  more,  if  fo  many,  as  three  thoufand  re- 
gular troops  to  oppofe  the  whole  force  of  the  French.  The  city  of 
Cork  was,  therefore,  in  the  moft  imminent  peril  of  falling  Into  their 
hands,  had  iiot^that  God  alone,  who  has  fo  often  ^favoured  and  pro- 
te6ted  this  country,  prevented  it.  In  that  city  of  Cork,  Sir,  I  almoft 
Ibudder  to  relate,  were  contained  ftores  and  provilions  of  various 
kinds  to  the  amount^-^but  what  fignifies  the  amoiintj  it  is  a  Rifling 
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conlideration  in  a  matter  of  this  immenfe  magnitude.    The  amount 
however,  as  I  have  been  informed  from  authority  the  moft  credit-*   ' 
able  and  refpe6tabley  was  upwards  of  a  million  fterlii^  in  Value^ 
nearly,  if  not  quite,  a  million  and  an  half.     Among  thofe  ftores^ 
Sir,  were  all  the  provifions  intended  for  the  ufe  of  theBritifh  navy 
for  the  next  year  ;  fo  that  had  they  been  taken  or  deftroyed,  the 
Bfitiih  navy,  glorious  and  fplendid  as  its  achievements  have  been 
at  all  times/  when  called  into  adlion,  would  have  been  for  a  year 
Jo  come  altogether  annihilated.    This,  Sir,  is  a  confideration  which^ 
when  weighed  and  combined  with  the  joyfql  news  this  night  com^ 
municatcd  to  us,  cannot  fail  to  Aiake  a  fenlible  impreffipn  on  the 
mind  of  every  Member,  when  he  refledis  on  the  dreadful  confe- 
quenceis  which  might  have  followed  from  this  dcfencelefs  fiate  of 
the  iider  kingdom.     I  mud  now,  Sir,  entreat  the  patience  arid  in* 
dulgence  of  the  Houfe 'while  I  gp  through  a  regular  fiatement  of  the 
motions  of  the  French  fleet,  and  tliofe  of  our  o\vn,  from  the  time 
of  the  enemy  quitting  the  harbour  of  Bred,  and  a  (hort  period  an* 
tecedent  thereto.     Admiral  Colpoys,  with  a  fleet  of  fourteen  or 
fifteen   fail  of   the  line,  was   lying  off  Bred  harbour  for  fome 
weeks.     The  French   fleet,  however>  in  defiance  of  this,  failed 
from  Breft  on  the  15  th  of  December.     On  the   2oth  of  thit 
month  they  arrived  on  the  coafl  of  Ireland,   and    fome  of  them    , 
dropped  anchor    in  Bantry  Bay.     I   have   here   to  obferve,  that 
previous  to  that,  and  during  the  time  that  Aditiiral  Colpoys  was 
with   his   fquadron   lying  ofi^   Breft,  Admiral  Richery,  with  fix 
French  (hips  of  the  line,  paflcd  the  fquadron  of  Admiral  ColpoySt 
and  got  fafe  into  Breft.     On  the  2  ift,  the  enemy  caft  anchor  in 
Bantry  Bay  ;  fo  that  they  were  at  fea,  and  on  the  coaft  of  Ireland,    > 
from  the  1 8th  of  December  to  the  6th  of  January.     On  the  20th 
of  December  news  arrived  in  England,  that  the  French  fleet  had 
quitted  Breft.      From  the  23d  to  the  25th,  the  wind  was  favours- 
able  for  the  fquadron  under  the  (command  of  Lord  Bridport  to  have 
failed.     It  continued  fair  on  the  26th  and  27th,  after  which  it  came 
a-hcad,  and  the  fleet  could  not  fail  for  fome  days.     On  the  3ift9, 
intelligence  came  to  this  country  that  the  French  fleet  was  oflF  the 
-eoaft  of  Ireland,  and  on  the  fame  day,  exactly.  Admiral  Col{x>y8y 
with  the  fleet  under  his  command,  arrived  at  Portfmoiith.     The 
reafons  given  for  his  return  with  this  fquadron  are  various  and  con- 
tradidtory.     One  was,  that  his  force  was  not  fufficient  to  encounter 
that  of  the  enemy.     If  that  was  a  true  reafon,  it  furnifhes  an  ad- 
ditional caufe  for  inquiry  into  the  condu£l  of  Minifters,  and  of  the 
Firft  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  in  particular.     What,  when  they  tud 
received  information  of  the  active  and  extenfivc  preparations  goipg 
Vol..  I.  5  D 
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f&rw«rd  at  Brcft,  ilhall  we  be  told,  tftcr  the  htgtt  fums  confumcd  in 
7e<;ret-fcrvicc  money,  and  with  the  immenfc  navy  in  our  poflfcflion, 
ihey  ought  not  to  have  Tent  out  fi-efh  fliips   to  reinforce  that 
fquadron  ?  It  is  abfurd  on  the  face  of  it.     Admiral  Colpoys,  how- 
ever, muft  have  received  intelligence  of  the  failing  of  the  Bred 
fleet.      Did  he  fail  in  purfait  of  tliem  t     Did  he  fail  towards  the 
coaft  of  Portugal  after  them,  Vvhcre  it  might,  perhaps,  have  occurred 
to  him  they  were  gone  ?  No.     Did  he  fail  after  them  towards  the 
^oaft  of  Ireland  r  iMo :  he  failed  dire(5\ly  for  Portfmouth,  where  he 
arrived  on  the  very  day  that  information  was  brought  they  were  on 
the  Irifti  coaft.     Another  rcafon  which  has  been  given  for  the  re- 
turn of  Ais  fquadron  into  port  was,  that  it  was  (hort  of  provilions. 
In  every  view  of  every  rcafon  for  its  return  the  moft  glaring  mif- 
condu<5l  and  culpability  ftare  us  in  the  face.      Is  it  poffible  to  con- 
ceive that  in  all  the  time  Admiral  Colpoys  lay  with  his  fquadron  off 
"Breft,  either  frclh  (hips  properly  vidualled  could  no;  have  been  fent 
to  relieve  him,  or  tranfports  with  provifions  have  been  forwarded  to 
rc-viflual  his  fteet  ?    The  queftion  anfwers  for  itfclf.     In  every 
thing  I  have  faid,  Sir,  refpcdling  Admiral  Colpoys,  and  rhe  fleet 
iinder  his  command,  or  what  I  may  hereafter  fay  reff)C<Sing  Lord 
'Bfidport,  or  any  other  of  the  gallant  officers  I  may  have  occaficn  to 
name  in  the  courfc  of  this  debate,  I  beg  leave  to  affurc  the  Houfe, 
that  I  have  the  higheft  refpc6t  for  their  fevcral  chara<^ers ;  and  that 
I  do  not  mean,  in  the  flighteft  degree,  to  utter  even  a  hint  to  their 
difad vantage.    I  mention  matters  In  detail,  as  a  ftatement  of  events, 
juft  as  they  occurred,  and  have  no  doubt  but  every  one  of  thofc 
officers  will  be  able  to  give  the  moft  fatisfa^lory  explanation  of  his 
own  condudl.     There  is,   Sir,  alfo,  another  clrcunlftance  which 
occurred,  and  which  appears  very  extraordinary.     Admiral  Elphin- 
ftonc  arrived  in  Ireland,  in  the  Monarch  of  74  guns,  accompanied 
*by  a  frigate.     He  gave  notice  to  the  Caftlc  of  Dublin,  I  believe, 
that  he,  with  the  (hip  under  his  command,  and  with  that  frigate, 
was  ready  to  join  any  other  force  that  might  be  allotted  for  the  piir- 
j)ofc  to  go  in  ffearch  of  the  enemy.     Admiral  Kingfmill,  who  is 
Rationed' at  Cork,  alfo  iffued  brdcrs  for  fcveral  frigates  and  the 
Monarch  to  fall  in  queft  of  the  enemy.   Yet,  on  the  3d  of  January, 
we  areinformed  that  Admiral  EJphinftohe  arrived  at  Spithead,  with 
the  Monarch,  without  having  feen  any  of  the  enemy's  fleet. .   On 
the  fame  day  Lord  Bridpbrt,  with  the  fquadron  under  his  command. 
Tailed  from  thence.     He  went  firft  to  Breft, 'which  I  have  not  tifc 
leaft  doubt  appeared  to  him  to  be  the  moil  likely  track  for  falling  in 
with  the  enemy's  (hips.     In  that  idea,  however,  he  was  difa^ 
t)oifttcd  y  for  his-Lbrd(hip,  after  fome  days  wadtTi^  there  to  nodftft 
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or  purpofe»  thought  it  neceflary  to  (hape  hk  couife  to  the  coaft  s£ 
Ireland*  In  this  farther  purfuit  he  .was  equally  unfuccefsful,  anc) 
oa  the  3d  of  February  he  returned  to  Spitliead  with  the  fleet  undec 
bis  commandy  without  having  £illea  in  with»  or  even  feen  one 
lirigle  (hip  belonging  to  the  (hattered,  difperfed,  and  divided  fleet  o£ 
the  enemy.  *  Thus  the  deHgns  of*  the  enemy  were  only  fruflrated*  bf 
the  winds,  and  the  fafcty  of  Ireland  entirely  abandoned  ta  the 
chance  of  the  elements.  Such,  Sir,  is  the  regular  fiatement  oC 
events  as  they  fuccefsfully  occurred  ;  and  thefe  are  the  grounds 
which  I  have  ftated^  on  which  I  mean  to  found  the  motion  which 
I  (hall  this  night  fubmit  to  the  confideration  of  the  Houfe. 
Numerous  as  well  as  various  are  the  objedlions  which  have  from 
time  to  time  been  made  to  any  and  every  fpccies  of  inquiry  pending 
a  wan  The  intelligence  which  may  be  conveyed  to  the  enemy,  in 
confequence  of  many  circumfiances  relative  to  our  iituation  and  !&•« 
fources  being  divulged,  and  which  might  be  turned  gi^eatly  jto  our 
disadvantage  and  injury.  The  detaining,  gallant,  acUvc,  andexp&« 
rienced  Officers,  from  their  refpe£live  commands,  when  theyiniighft 
be  fo  much  more  honourably  and  profitably  employed  for  the  public 
fervice.  Many  other  reafbns  have  been  urged  which  it  is  here  at 
this  moment  unnece(rary  to  repeat.  Notwith&andin^  all  this,  Sii^ 
we  have  an  inilance  of  an  inquiry  having  been  granted  towards  the 
^loiib  of  the  hd  war,  in  which  the  right  honourable  gentleman  op* 
polite  (Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt)  ^  a<£ted  a  very  confiderable  part,  ia 
moving  for  various  papers  in  fupport  of  the  motion.  I  am  ex- 
tremely {oTxy,  Sir,  that  by  my  not  being  able,  from  the  weighty  and 
important  ceafons  I  have  afTigned,  to  bring  forward  the  prefent  mO' 
tion  on  'Monday  lad,  feveral  of  the  gallant  Officers,  whoie  names 
I  have  mention.ed,  have  left  town.  Lord  Bridport  was,  I  believe, 
then  in  town.  Lord  Hugh  Seymour  was  then  in  town.  I  beg 
pardpn ;  I  am  informed  his  Lord(hip  is  now  in  the  Houie.  I  an^ 
glad  of  it  ^  I  could  heartily  wi(h  that  every  Officer  concerned  was 
prefent.  However,  Sir^  if  the  Houfe  (houjd  think  proper  to  gpjot 
the  inquiry,  we  can  examine  fuch.  Officers  immediately  as  are  at 
prefent  in  town,  and  take  the  earliefi  opportunity  of  examining  fuch 
of  the  others  as  tnay  be  neceffary^  when  their  abfencefrom  their  duty 
will  beft  permit.  I  will  not»  the^foce.  Sir,  take  up  any  more  of 
the  time  of  the  Houfe,  by  makin§  any  farther  obfervations  on  the 
fiibje^ ;  and  I  think  I  canilot  conclude  in  more  apt  or  proper 
terms  than  by  uiing.  the  words  of  a  celebrate  prodeceflbr  of  you?% 
Sir,  in  that  Chais,  who,  a{cer  the  failure  of  the  fleet  in  the  Mo>? 
dit^rcanean,  in  the  year  1 7  44,  when  jnc  j^refented  the  bill  of  fupr 
^Uesi.  kli  t|ie  bifi^eft  autbori^  in  this  countiXi  <^  tlut  ia  <«kctjMfr> 
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ftlnces  (o  dlfmal  and  diArefling,  the  Houfe  ought  to  cxeixnfe  the 
higheft,  the  bcft,  and  the  dcareft  of  their  privileges,  thajt  of  inquir- 
ing into  the  application  of  every  part  of  the  fupplies/'  I  therefore 
snove.  Sir,  **  That  it  be  referred  to  a  Committee^  to  inquire  into 
**  theconduflof  Minifters,  with  refpcdt  to  the  late  attempt  of  the 
**  French  in  the  invafioh  of  Ireland;" 

Mr.  Secretary  DUNDAS,  in  reply,  fpoke  to  the  following 
cffeft:— fam  very  glad  the  honourable  gentleman  has  brought  for- 
ward the  dififcuflion  of  this  important  tranfaftion  in  the  manner  he 
has  done,  becaufe  it  afFords  me  an  opportunity  of  examining  the  fub^ 
je£{  in  a  regular  way,  and  as  I  truft,  of  refuting  at  the  fame  time 
the  various  ill-founded  reports  arid  mifreprefentations  which  have 
been  (ince  induftrioufly  circulated  about  it.  The  mode  which  I 
intend  to  adopt  as  the  moft  clear,  fatisfaflory,  and  convincing^  will 
be  by  troubling  the  Houfe  with  a  (hort  and  fimple  narrative  of  hStsl 
But  before  I  proceed  to  do  that,  it  is  neccflfary  for  me  to  difmifs  the 
Various  topics  from  the  recoUedion  of  the  Hoiife  with  which  the 
honourable  gentleman  has  introduced  his  propofed  inquiry  into  the 
circumftances  attending  the  menaced  invafioh  of  Ireland  by  the  ene- 
ihy.  I  beg  to  be  underftood,  however,  that  in  difcufling  the  prefa- 
tory matter  which  the  honourable  getitleman  ha&  conrieded  with 
fee  fubjefl  of  his  inquiry,  I  never  wi(h  tobanifh  from  my  mind  the 
brilliant  and  memorable  vid^ory  of  Sir  John  Jervis,  whatever  may 
have  been  the  nature  of  his  iituation  in  that  vitSfory,  becaufe  it  was 
that  iituation  which  had  fo  fupereminendy  added^  by' its  contraft,  to 
bis  glory.  Let  that  iituation,  however,  be  what  it  might,  there 
ti^as  no  mifcondud):  in  the  Admiralty,  nor  was  any  blame  thereby 
to  be  imputed  to  it,  as  I  truft  I  (hall  prefently  evince.  I'hc  ho- 
nourable gentleman  has  inculpated  the  Admiralty  for  not  allowing 
Sir  John  Jervis  a  larger  force,  and  a  force  more  adequate  to  that  of 
the  enemy,  which  he  defeated.  Now,  if  after  the  i^atement  I  am 
about  to  make,  to  remove  that  inculpation,  the  honourable  gentle- 
man ftill  finds  any  folid  reafon  to  accufe  the  Admiralty,  he  may 
bring  his  accufations  forward  at  a  p^per  time.  But  the  h6ndbTal)re 
gentleman  has  certainly  been  mifinformed  when  he  undertook  to 
fay  that  Sir  John  Jervis  had  oftly  fifteen  fail  of  the  line  upon  that 
ihtion,  for  his  adtual  appointment  confiited  of  twenty  fail  of  the 
iine,  befides  frigates,  which  with  the  knowledge  of  the  ikill  afid 
bravery,  and  the  zeal  and  ardour  of  the  failors  under  his  command^ 
itoight  be  deemed  equal  to  any  force  which  he  would  probably  have 
to  contend  with.  But  it  is  to  be  recoUedted,  that,  out  of  tfiis  al- 
lotted number,  he  left  two  behind  him  at  Liibon,  in  cpnfequeiU3e  of 
accidents  upon  the  bar  there,  two  mdrc  in  the  Straits  of  Gibialtai^ 
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9nd  another  He  lent  home.  If  he  had  retained  his  whole  comple- 
ment, therefore^  he  would  have  had  twenty  fail  of  the  line  in  ally  be- 
fides  frigates.  It  was  moreover  the  intention  of  the  Admiralty, 
jufl  before  the  arrival  of  the  glorious  pews  which  they  have  thiS; 
t)ay  received,  to  have  fent  him  a  farther  reinforcement  of  five  fail 
of  the  line :  which  (hips,  I  believe,  arc  now  ready,  or  very  nearly 
readr,  for  their  d^Aination.  So  whatever  might  have  been  the  force 
of  a  fleet,  either  French  or  Spanifh,  in  the  Meditercanean,  or  the 
Straits  of  Gibraltar,  I  truft  no  perfon  ever  heard  Sir  John  Jcrvis 
iay  he  (hould  not  be  a  match  for  them.  Belides,  I  Farthermore 
hope  the  honourable  gentleman  and  the  Houfe  will.be  pleafedto 
admit,  that  no  culpability  can  attach  to  the  Admiralty  for  fufFering 
Sir  John  Jervis  to  remain  upon  that  ftation  with  fifteen  fail  o(  the 
line,  inafmuch  as  they  had  previoufly  heard  that  he  was  not  fought 
^r  and  purfued  by  the  enemy,  but,  on  the  contrary,  as  I  have  befbxe 
ibted,  that  he  fought,  purfued,  and  conquered  the  enemy,  and  was 
confequently  not  only  confcious  of,  but  proved  the  flxength  and  ca- 
pability of  the  force  he  commanded.  Nevcrthelefs,  if  this  be  not 
£itisfa6^ory  to  the  Houfe  and  to  the  honourable  gentleman,  I  (haU 
\^  very  willing,  at  a  future  opportunity,  to  give  a  farther  explana- 
tion ;  I  how  come  diftinfUy  to  the  difcniTion  of  the  queftion  itfelf^ 
which'  I  acknowledge  to  have  been  tnoved  by  the  honourable  gentle- 
man in  a  very  honourable,  and  a  very  proper  manner.  Upon  this 
point  I  call  for  the  attention  of  the  Houfe,  and  undertake,  upon  the 
ground  where  I  rx>w  fhind,  not  to  leave  a  particle  of  doubt  in  the 
mind  of  any  man  who  hears  me,  that  not  the  fmalleft  blame  was  im- 
putable either  to  the  civil  or  military  part  engaged  in  that  tranfadtion. 
I  am  fenfible  that  I  am  talking  in  bold  language,  and  therefore 
ihall  demand,  not  as  a  favour,  but  as  a  right,  that  gentlemen  will 
difmifs  every  kind  of  prejudice  from  their  minds,  and  liftcn  to  me 
i|[ith  attention.  The  honourable  gentleman  has  (lated,  that  we 
were  obliged  to  the  elements  for  the  difperfion  of  the  enemy's  fleet 
upon  the  Irifh  coaft.  It  is  fo  far  true,  indeed,  that  we  were 
obliged  to  the  elements  ;  but  let  it  be  remembered  alfo  on  the  other 
hand,  that  to  the  elements,  and  to  the  elements  only,  the  French 
have  been  indebted  for  every  part  of  that  expedition:  To  prove 
this  aflertion,  I  (hall  not  have  occafion  to  go  far  back,  in  point  of 
date.  Only  there  is  one  difficulty  to  contend  with ;  in  the  admif- 
fion  of  which,  I  truft  there  will  be  but  one  fentimcnt,  namely,  the 
impoflfibility  of  laying  before  the  Houfe  all  the  documents  which 
Government  is  pofleiTed  of.  If  that  were  to  be  done,  there  would 
imme^ately  be  an  end  to  the  fecurity  of  the  public  fervice,  and  to 
the  fa&tv  of  every  individual.     Docs  any  gentleman  doubt  it  ?    I 
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think  it  is-  impoflfible  ;  and  I  (hall  therciure  enter  that  as  a  general 
^  proportion  ;  I  &y»  agcnctal  pippofition»  and.  not  as  one  whrch  I 
purpofe  or  dcfire  to  make  available  now>  for  fkrecning  ^ny  mifcon* 
4u<^  £br  inquiry.  My  reafon  fordoin^fo  i^ptain,  which  I  declare^ 
that  I  have  no  hcdtation  in  faying,  as  \  hope  and  truft  no  gentleman 
will  have  any  lientation  in  agreeing  with  n)e»  that  altliough  prior  to 
the  £ulin§  of  the  French  fleet  from  Brcll^  the  Admiralty  had  rc-i 
ceived  intcUigenice  that  fuch  a  fleet  was  in  preparation^  it  was  not 
politlvely  known  whether  it  was  intended  to  faiiagainft  Portigal  or 
Ireland,  or  foroe  part  of  the  Britifb  dominions.  Sometimes  it 
,was  rumoured  to  be  intended  agaipfl  Gibraltar;  and  at  others  it  was 
expected  to  be  prepared  for  an  attack  upon  fome  of  our  osore  di£- 
tant  po^Cbflions^  The  Admiralty,  however,  had  fome  reafon  to  bo- 
lie  ve,  that  either  Portugal  or  Ireland  wa«  the6bje£l  of  its  deilina^ 
tion ;  and  no  man,  I  conje^ure,  howqvcr  authentic  his  information 
might  be,  would  have  been  bold  Enough  to  decide,  that  that  which 
did  not  take  place  was  not  tlie  vwA  probable.  There  axe  obvious 
reafoQs,.  which  it  would  be  very  tndifisrcet  it  me  to  publiCI^  why  an 
invafion  of  Fbrtugal  did  not  take  place.  \  ihall,  tht^r^ie,  pnK 
<ceed  to  determine  whether  Miniilers  adopted  (uch  meafures  as  tb^ 
nature  of  circuK\Aanccs  feemed  to  require  r  \  a0ert,i  thfat  thqf 
took  the  prop^reft  and  bed  poflible  meafures  which  could  lye  cdcesi 
with  their  uncertainty  of  the  enemy's  defigns  ;  for  it  is  to  be  ob*- 
fervid,  that  they  had  not  only  to.  watch  the  hofiile  armaipents  of  the 
cneaky»  and  provide  a  fuflicient  force  in  every  qjuarter,  vhich  tbqr 
deemed  aiTailaibte  to  re&ft  them,  but  th^  were  compelled  moscover 
to  provide  a  large  and  adequate  force  at  the  fame  time  for  the  pRV 
tc^ion  of  our  outward  and  homeward  bound  fleets..  Let  gcnclcmen 
leparate  thcfe  three  circumftances,  and  tlv^  will  a£l  wii^rly ;  fipr 
the  prc^r^way  to  confider  it  is,  not  as  an  abflra£^,  but  a  comj^cx 
qucftion ;  and  iince  the  confkieration  of  every  qvcllion  muft  depeiyl 
upon  the  circumftanccs  which  furrouad  it,  tlie  inquiry  will  then  be^ 
whether  or  not  the  heft  meafures,  under  |hc  (x>nfideration  of  all  the 
clrcumflances,  were  adopted.  In  reply  to  this,  I  have  no  h^iitaiioa 
now  to  fay,  that  Government  thought  it-  the  wifeft  plan  to  fcparate 
the  fleets  into  different  diviiiofis.  One  fleet  was  Rationed  oflTBreft 
to  watch  the  enemy,  and  intercept  the  falling  of  the  expedition ; 
and  another  fleet  was  ftationed  at  home  to  relieve  the  fleer  ofl^  Bpeftj, 
if  neceflary,  or  to  purfue  the  enemy  if  it  (houkl  (ail,. op  attend  to 
any  exigencies  which  might -poflibly  arife.  This  was  ioveiy  the 
wifc'ft  and  moft  eSc^ual. arrangement  which  the  uncertainty  of  the 
enemy's  intentions  could  pofiibiy  admit.  The  fleet  off  Brefl,  undcR 
the  c  sii>nand  of  Admiral.  Thomitfon,  w^  |^t  yndef  th^ 
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t)f  Admiral  Colpoj^s  ion  the  9th  of  Oilobcr  ;  and  hcfc  1  flidll  b^g 
leave  to  rdad  a  copy  of  the  orders  iflued  from  the  Admiralty  id 
Admiral  Thompfon,  from  whom  Admiral  Colpoys  received  his 
inrtru6Hons.  [Here  Mr.  Dundas  read  the  orders  alluded  to.]  For 
the  fake  of  imprefTmg  thcfc  orders  more  forcibly  upon  the  attention 
bf  the  Houfe,  I  (liall  beg  leave  to  recapitulate  the  fubftanceof  them* 
Admiral  CMpoys  was  to  take  care  of  a  partial  difpodtion  of  thfc 
'Britifti  fleet  under  his  command  off  Breft,  in  cafe  of  a  difperfiort 
of  the  enemy  in  failing-  from  that  port.  He  was  to  hovqr  about 
Iheir  coaft,  and  watch  over  them  till  they  did  fail  ;  and,  provided 
they  fleered  to  the  fouthward,  he  was  immediatdy  to  difpatch  a 
cutter  to  Admiral  Vandcput  at  Lifbon,  to  give  communication  of 
the  fame;  or,  provided  they  fleered  to  the  northward,  ,hc  was  to 
difpatch  a  cutter  to  Admiral  Kingfmill,  at  Cork,  at  the  fame  timfe 
taking  care  to  give  the  earlicft  intelligence  at  home.  Surely  it  was 
impoflible  to  fckft  any  orders  in  preference  to  thefc  ;  at  leaft,  I 
cannot  imagine  that,  confidering  all  the  circumftances  of  the  cafe, 
any  better  could  have  been  adopted.  I  muft  now  correct  ^  ftatc- 
n^ent  which  has  gone  abroad,  that  no  frigate  nor  fquadrOn  was 
appointed  by  the  Ad*mir«ilty  to  watch  over  the  preparations  of  the 
enemy  in  Breft  harbour,  and  give  an  account  of  the  fame  to  Admi- 
ral Colpoys,  as  ciitumftances  (hould  require.  For  it  is  a  pbfitive 
fa6t,  that  Sir  Edward  Pellcvv  was  appointed,  and  did  aflually  cruize 
in  Breft  harbour.  He  was  there'  the  very  day  the  armament  was  in 
motion  ;  he  was  there  the  very  day  it  failed  too,  and  he  conveyed 
to  Admiral  Colpoys'  look-out  fliip,*the  Mairlborough,  an  Account 
of  their  progrefs  and  their  failing ;  and  he  fent  a  farther  intelligence 
of  the  lofs  of  one  of  the  enemy's  (hips  [Les  Droits  de  V Homme)  in' 
coming  out  of  the  harbour.  So  it  appears,  that  what  oughtto  have 
hctn  done  was  done.  But  notwithftinding  the  diligence,  intelli- 
gence, and  (kill  of  Admiral  Colpoys,  and  notwithftanding  the  ex- 
perience, courage,  and  ability  of  Sir  Edward  Pellew,  their  exertions 
were  in  vain.  Though  Sir  Edward  Pellew  fent  off  intelligence  that 
the  enemy  failed  on  the  1 6th,  it  was  not  till  the  24th  of  December 
that  the  look-out  fhip,  the  Marlborough,  received  the  account  of  it : 
for  the  ftale  of  the  weather  was  fuch,  that  it  was  impoCTiblc  for  Ad- 
miral Colpoys  even  to  keep  his  own  fleet  under  his  obfcrvation ; 
and  the  air  was  fo  hazy  and  fo  foggy,  that  the  fog  guns  were,  con- 
tinually fired.  How  then  does  this  explanation  fland  ?  Has  any 
man  a  doUbt  of  "Sir  Edward  Pdlew's  inclination  and  ability,  if  pof- 
fiblc,  to  have  given  the  intelligence  to  Admiral  Colpoys  that  the 
enemy  had  put  to  fea?  Or  has  any  man  a  doubt  that  Admiral  CoU 
poys  was'noC  defirous  toTee  it?  lie  could  not  be  iinwillirg  to  receive 


St»  bccaufii  he  bad  a  fleet  fuperior  to  the  cnetny  under  his  command, 
lie  had  four  three  deckers^  and  the  enemy  had  not  orie.  tf  there 
was  one  fpark  of  fire  in  their  difpofirionsy  therefore,  or  one  drop  of 
Bririfti  blood  in  their  veins,  both  Sir  Edward  Pellew  and  Admiral 
Colpoys  muft  have  been  anxious  to  intercept  the  enemy,  and  have 
fuffered  great  regret  in  their  difuppointment.  I  do  not  know  Ad- 
miral Colpoys  perfonally,  but  1  know  him  by  charadcr  to  be  an 
aUc  and  a  virtuous  man  ;  and  he  who  is  a  virtuous  man>  will  alfo 
be  a  gallant  man.  I  have  heard  from  the  bed  authority,  that  no 
man  could  fuficr  more  torture  in  his  mind  than  that  brave  Admi- 
ral did  during  the  fix  days  in  which  he  was  cut  off  from  all  intelli- 
gence of  the  enemy ;  and  I  am  confident,  that  during  all  that 
time  it  was  not  for  want  of  exertion,  gallantry,  or  ability,  that  Sir 
Edward  PcUcw  was  not  able  to  apprife  him  of  their  fituation.  Yet 
with  all  the  known  ability,  gallantry,  and  exertion  of  both  ofBcerSj 
it  was  the  24th  of  December  4}efbre  the  news  of  the  failing  of  the 
enemy  reached  Admiral  Colpoys'  fquadron.  What  mud  have 
been  his  fituation,  if  he  had  met  them  on  the  17  th,  encumbered 
with  troops  and  tranfports,  without  one  throe-decker,  while  he  had 
four,  and  poiTefiing  neither  the  difcipline,  the  ikill,  the  gallantry,  nor 
zeal  of  the  forces  under  him  ?  I  have  no  niore  to  do  than  to  afk  the 
Houfe,  whether,  burning  with  ardour  and  ambition  as  they  were, 
the  moft  glorious  achievements  might  not  have  been  expeded  ?  In 
this  moment  of  exultation,  I  am  certainly  entitled  to  feme  credit 
when  I  fpeak  thus  confidently  of  two  officers  of  known  ability,  gal- 
lantry, and  exertion.  With  regard  to  the  enemy  s  failing,  the 
Houfe  is  now  in  the  real  poiTeflTion  of  the  cafo,  but  fo  uncertain  were 
both  the  officers  alluded  to  with  refped  to  the  a6(ual  views  of  the 
enemy,  that  both  Sir  Edward  Pellew  and  Admiral  Colpoys  believed 
they  were  undoubtedly  deftined  for  Portugal,  and  Sir  Edward  Pel- 
lew  fent  oflT  to  Admiral  Vandeput,  at  Liibon,  to  give  him  njtice 
thereof.  But  Admiral  Colpoys  knowing,  for  the  firft  time,  on  the 
24th  of  December,  that  the  enemy  had  failed  on  the  L6th,  and  there 
having  been  a  hurricane  on  the  1 7  th,  he  believed  the  French  ftiips 
might  have  been  difpcrfed  in  the  florm,  and  regulated  his  condud 
accordingly.  He  thought  it  the  wifeft  refolution  not  to  follow  them 
to  Portugal  or  Iteland,  becaufe  he  was  uncertain  of  their  deftination, 
and  he  therefore  kept  his  (lation,  on  account  of  the  chance  of  inter- 
rupting he  return  of  all  or  part  of  the  fleet  in  cafe  of  a  difperfion  by 
thefiorm.  He  recollected  alfo,  that  the  circumflance  of  the  enemy's 
having  failed  would  be  known  by  the  Admiralty,  and  that^  by  keep« 
ing  his  ftadon,  he  fliould  have  the  means  of  receiving  fuch  authen- 
tic intelligence  as  be  could  not  otberwife  exped.     If  he  was  not 
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able  to  keep  his  flation  by  the  prevalence  of  the  South-weft  wii. 
off  Brcft,  he  was  tb  ren^lezvous  off  the  Lizard  Point ;  and  thcrefo 
by  keeping  as  clofely  upon  his  ftation  as  he  poffibly  could,  he  w.- 
provided  for  both  alternatives,  either  for  intercepting  the  enemy's 
fleet  on  the  return  of  the  whole  or  part  to  Bred)  or  receiving  fuch 
an  account  of  them  from  the  Admiralty  as  might  enable  him  to 
purfue  them.  Accordingly,  being  unable  to  keep  his  ftation  off 
Brefty  the  fleet  returned  to  the  Lizard  Point,  in  hopes  of  receiving 
fome  information,  and  was  foon  after  driven  up  Channel  by  the 
gales  of  wind,  while  the  French  found  their  way  home  in  the  mean 
time,  though  the  hurricane  ftill  blew.  Now  no  man  could  fay 
this  was  not  the  wifcft  and  beft  meafure  which  could  be  adopted ; 
for  Admiral  Colpoys  was  cither  to  fay,  **  Shall  I  remain  here  con- 
tending  apinfl  a  hurricane,  with  the  danger  of  difabling  the  fliips 
entrufled  to  my  command,  and  thereby  render  tliem  incapable  of 
engaging  with  the  enemy  if  I  (hould  happen  to  fall  in  with  them  ;  . 
or  Oiall  I  get  into  the  nearcfl  ports  where  I  may  obtain  flicker,  and 
from  which,  if  the  winds  be  favourable,  there  can  be  little  difference 
in  point  of  time  for  failing  ?"  The  laft  was  certainly  the  beft  and 
wifeft  refolution  ;  and  it  refledted  no  difcredit  on  the  Admiral  for 
chooflng  it.  So  far  with  regard  to  the  nature  of  Admiral  Col- 
poys* coders,  and  the  propriety  of  his  difcretion  :  I  think  I  have 
fliewn  that  both  were  highly  ju(Vifiablc.  The  next  charge  which 
the  honourable  gentleman  made,  and  which  he  ftated  as  a  caufe  of 
the  return  of  Admiral  Colpoys'  fleet  to  port,  was  the  want  of  pro- 
vifions.  I  am  ready  to  admit  that  his  fquadron  remained  longer 
on  its  ftation  than  was  originally  fuppofcd  ncccffary,  and  that  it  was 
not  relieved  fo  foon  as  the  Admiralty  intended.  But  I^muft 
entreat  the  attention  of  the  Houfc,  or  I  fliall  not  be  able  to  make 
gentlemen  underftand  it  as  they  ought.  I  am  ready  to  admit  that 
the  fquadron  ftationed  off  Breft  was  not  relieved  fo  foon  as  the 
Admiralty  had  intended  :  and  if  I  am  aflced  why,  I  will  explain 
the  reafon.  Sir  R<)gcr  Curtis  fliould  have  been  in  port  at  the  be- 
ginning of  November,  but  did  not  return  till  the  1 8th.  The  reafon 
of  his  delay  was,  that  he  had  been  appointed  to  cruize  off  Roch- 
fort,  where  he  remained  a  fortnight  longer  than  was  at  firft  thought 
neceffary,  to  intercept  the  return  of  Richery's  fquadron  from  New* 
foundland.  Sir  Roger  Curtis*s  fquadron  confifted  of  feven  fail  of 
the  line,  which*  foon  after  their  return  to  port,  were  to  have  been 
fent  to  the  relief  of  the  fleet  off  Breft  ;  but  the  wind  was  fo  adverfc 
as  to  render  it  impoffible  for  them  to  come  to  Splthead  before  the 
1 8th  of  November ;  and  that  was  the  real  caufe  why  the  fleet  off 
Breft  was  not  relieved  as  foon  as  was  intended.  When  I  fay  this^ 
Vol.  L  5  E 
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however^  or  that  Admiral  Colpoys  was  unable  to  purfue  the  French* 
fieety  I  defire  to  have  it  underftoody  tbat  I  do  not  doubt  he  would 
have  purfued  the  French  to  Portugal,  or  Ireland,  if  he  had  been 
certain  of  their  deflination  ;  and  I  really  believe,  that  his  continuing 
on  his  Aation  proceeded  from  no  deficiency  of  provifion,  but  from  his 
ignorance  of  the  courfe  the  enemy  had-taken,  and  from  the  prevalence 
of  the  adverfc  winds  which  had  forced  him  off  his  Hation,  and  driven 
him  up  Channel.     Upon  examination,  I  had  found  that  there  was 
on  board  the  fleet  under  Admiral  Colpoys*    command,  wine  and 
fpirits  for  forty-two  days,  peas  and  oatmeal  for  thirty-fix  days,  bif- 
cuits  for  feven  weeks,  beef  for  fix  weeks,  pork  for  feven  weeks^  and 
water  for  thirty- four  days.    [Here  fome  of  the  gentlemen  from  the 
oppofite  fide  inquired  what  the  quantity  of  wood  and  coals  was.] 
I  do  not  fee  any  account  of  wood  and  coals,  but  I  cannot  fuppofe 
they  were  comparatively  lefs.     I  am  perfe6ily  well  apprized  how 
fpeedily  reports  of  this  nature  are  propagated,  and  how  very  erro- 
neous they  generally  are  ;  for  fome  (hort  time  ago  it  was  rumoured 
in  the  city,   that  the  Powerful  man  of  w»ar,  which  lately  put  into 
Cork,  was  one  of  the  fhips  belonging  to  this  (Nation,  and  that  at 
the  time  (he  pui  into  Cork,  (he  had  only  three  or  four  days  water 
on  board  :    whereas  (he  went  to  fea,  viduallcd   for  foreign  fer- 
yicc,  but  came  into  port  difabled  by  great  ftrefs  of  weatlier,  having 
water  and  provifions  on  board  at  the  fame  time  to  laft  a  fix- months 
voyage.      I  beg  that  this  fingle  inRance  may  be  received  as  a  proof 
of  what  fort  of  reliance  may  be  placed  upon  fuch  rumours  ;  for  it  is 
certain  that  Admiral  Colpoys  did  not  return  to  port  on  aca»unt  of  an 
abfolute  want  of  provifion?,  but  bccaufc  he.  was  ]yot  able  to  purfue 
the  enemy  from  the  uncertainty  of  their  ccurfc,  and  bccaufe  he  was 
driven  by  violent  gales  of  wind  up  Clvninel.      I  now  come  to  the 
next  fiage  of  the  honourable  gentlcirau's  obfcrvations,  which  is  the 
interval  between  the  arrival  of  Admiral  (^olpciys,  2nd  the  failing  of 
Lord  Bridport  on  the  31ft  of  December.    Sir  Edward  Peilew  made 
cvdry  exertion  in  his  power,  and  according  to  his  inftrudlions,  fept 
an  account  to  the  Admiralty  immedinfcly  ot  the  failii>g  of  the  French 
fleet.    This  account  reached  the  Ailpjiraiiy.  on  the  20th  of  Decem- 
ber ;  and  I  will  now  flicw,  by  reading  a  copy  of  the  Admiralty  or- 
ders, fent  off  i[n mediately  ujx>n  the  receipt  of  that  intelligence  to 
Lord  Bridport,  whether  there  was  any  dcficicficy  on  the  part  of  the 
Admiral  in  making  the  mod  prompt  and  vigorous  exertions :  I  (hould 
obfcrve,  that,  previous  to  the  receipt  of  this  intelligence  on  tlic  I9ih 
of  December,  Lord  Bridport  hoificd  his  flag  on  board  his  own  (hip 
to  prepare  for  the  relief  of  Admiral  Colpoys  off  Brcft.       Lord 
Jridport  received  information  on  the  mprning  of  the  2 ift  of  Decern* 
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bcr  from  the  Admiralty  of  the  failing  of  the  French  fleet  from  Brcft, 
and  immediately  returned  for  anfwer,  that  all  the  fleet  would  be 
ready  four  days  after,  namely,  on  the  25th.  [Here  Mr.  Dundas 
read  the  orders  of  the  Admiralty,  ilTucd  to  Lord  Bridport  on  the 
2 1  ft,  and  another  (^rder  iifued  two  days  after,  countera^ing  fomc  part  • ' 
of  the  firft  orders,  and  de(iring.him  to  proceed  oiFCape  Clear  imme-* 
dlately.]  As  I  wifli  to  imprefs  thcfe  orders  ftrongly  upon  the  recol- 
Icdtion  of  the  Houfe,  I  (hall  follow  the  mode  I  before  adopted  in 
ftating  the  orders  iffucd  to  Admiral  Colpoys,  and  recapitulate  them. 
Lord  Bridport,  by  the  orders  of  the  21ft,  is  required  and  dire6ted 
to  TH.1  CO  fea  without  any  lofs  of  time,  to  drop  down  Channel,  and 
c.  il  '\t  y\^  inouih  for  the  Raifonable  to  join  Admiral  Colpoys  upon 
hi^  ■  ;tion,  and  take  his  (hips,  if  he  did  not  fall  in  with  the  enemy, 
to  make  a  (how  off  Brcft  ;  if  lie  found  no  fleet  there,  to  proceed  off 
Cape  Clear;  and  then,  proviticd  he  could  get  no  information,  to  re- 
turn again  to  Ercft,  by  way  of  intercepting  them  on  their  return. 
The  orders  of  the  23d,  however,  in  addition  to  the  others,  re- 
quired and  dirc(5\ed  Lord  Briiiport,  if  the  Raifonable  was  not  ready, 
to  join  liis  fquadron,  to  proceed  immediately  without  her,  to  ma)ce  a 
ihow  off  Breft  ;  and  if  he  received  any  information  of  the  enemy 
off  Ireland,  to  make  Cape  Clear  his  chief  objed.  Lord  Bridport 
having  received  thcfe  orders  on  the  25th,  weighed  anchor  ^nd  went 
down  Channel  ;  but  it  io  happened,  from  the  eagernefs  and  zeal  of 
all  the  crews,  that  an  accident  took  place  in  getting  out  of  gprt,  and 
one  or  two  of  die  (hips  ran  foul  of  each  other,  by  which  kneans  the 
Prince  was  damaged,  and  prevented  from  proceeding  with  the  fqua- 
dron ;  but  the  other  (hip  give  fignal  that  (he  was  ready ;  and  fo  these 
was  no  worfe  crfecl  from  this  accident  than  the  difabling  one  veffd. 
This  happened  on  the  25th;  and  notwithftanding  what  the  ho- 
nourable gentleman  had  ftated,  he  was  either  mifmformed,  or  totally 
miftaken ;  for  from  that  time  fubfcquently  to  their  failing,  there  was 
not  a  fair  wind.  The  wind  blew  ftrong  at  S.  E.  and  there  was  a 
•high-flowing  tide  operatini^  equally  adverfe  againft  them,  fo  much  fo, 
that  after  every  exertion,  it  was  (imply  impolTible  for  them  to  reach 
St:  Helens  on^the  26th  or  27th.  [Some  genriemcn  on  the  oppo- 
fite  tide  appeared  to  difcredit  the  impolTibility  of  getting  down  Chan- 
nel with  a  S.  E.  witid.J  Gentlemen  need  not  throw  out  the  fig- 
nals,  for  they  mud  foon  take  them  down  again.  I  have  a  letter  in 
my  hand  from  Sir  Peter  Parker,  the  Port  Admiral  at  Plymouth, 
dated  the  2^th,  which  (iates,  that  fuch  a  hard  gale  was  blowing  at 
S.  E.  as  to  prevent  any  communication  with  the  fleet,  and  the  maf-  • 
ter  ihipwright  had  informed  him  that  he  was  not  able  in  confc- 
qucncc  to  fend  any  body  off  on  board  the  Prince,     Another  letter 
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from  the  fame  Port  Admiral,  dated  the  27th,  ftatcs,  that  the  Wcft- 
Indta  convoy  was  not  able  to  fail  on  account  of  the  S.  E.  winds, 
nor  could  the  Sans  Parcille,  the  Formidable,  the  Mars,  the  Prince 
George,  the  Valiant,  and  Coloflus,  join  the  Admiral  and  the  other 
eight  (hips  belonging  to  the  fleet  at  St.  Helens.     On  the  28th, 
another  letter  from  the  fame  Port  Admiral  dates,  that  the  Eurj'dicc 
had  arrived  with  ftrong  eafterly  winds,  and  that  although  all  the  fix 
Ihips  mentioned  in  his  former  letter  had  attempted  to  join  Lord 
Bridport  at  St.  Helens,  the  ColoiTus  and  the  Valiant  were  the 
only  (hips  able  to  do  fo.     A  letter  from  Lord  Bridport  himfelf, 
dated  the  28th  of  December,  mentions,  thet  Sir  Peter  Parker  had 
communicated  orders  by  the  telegraph  for  him  to  fail  without  the 
Prince,  which  was  to  go  into  dock  again  to  be  repaired  ;  and  he 
concludes  by  (bating,  that  the  winds  are  (lill  againft  him.     On  this 
fubjeft,  therefore,  I  fancy  I  am  able  to  offer  a  fittle  .naval  know- 
ledge, as  well  as  the  honourable  gentleman.      I  have  the  authority 
of  Lord  Bridport  himfelf  and  (ix  Britidi  officers  (truggling  for  glory, 
in  addition  to  that  of  the  Port  Admiral,  befides  two  Commanders 
of  frigates,  that  the  wind  would  not  fufFer  them  to  proceed  down 
Channel ;  and  I  do  not  know  what  can  be  more  farisfadtory  than 
ten  fuch  pofuive  evidences.      I  have  not  named  the  officers,  bccaufe 
I  am  well  perfuaded  the  Houfe  will  agree  with  me  that  not  one  of 
therp  would  require  more  than  one  (ignal  to  fail  on  fuch  an  occa(ion. 
The  impoffibility  therefore  of  the  fleets  getting  out  to  fca  is,  I  tnift, 
put  beyond  any  ftirthcr  difputation.     Now  if  the  cafe  be  as  I  have 
ftated,  it  will  bring  the  queflion  to  a  (hort  compafs.      It  niay  pof- 
fibly  be  agitated  in  another  (hape ;  and  fincc  it  is  evident  that  Lord 
Bridport  had  reached  St.  Helens  with  eight  fail  of  the  line,  it  maj 
be  afked  why  he  waited  for  the  other  fix,  and  why,  under  fuch  cir- 
cumftances,  he  did  not  immediately  proceed  with  thofe  eight  ?  Let 
thofe  who  put  fuch  quedions  accidcntly  to  themfelves,  or  to  their 
neighbours,   recoUedi,  that  neither  Lord  Bridport,  nor  the  Admi- 
ralty, at  that  time,  had  the  fmalleft  intelligence  of  the  enemy's  be* 
ing  in  Bantry  Bay  1  nor  had  they  any  certain  idea  of  their  dcftina* 
tion.      Is  there  a  man,  who  knows  the  chara3er  of  the  gallant  Ad- 
miral in  quefiion,  would  even  fufpc<S  him  from  any  motives  of  be- 
ing negligent  -or  tardy,  when  danger  calls  for  his  exertion  ?    His 
great  fault,  if  it  be  a  fault,  is  an  oVer-ardour.     He  is  as  incapable 
of  loitering"behind  in  the  hour  of  peril,  as  he  is  of  finking  his  own 
(hip  to  the  bottom  of  the  fca.     Befides,  he  had  reafon  to  expcd 
that  Admiral  Colpoys  was  watching  the  enemy ;  nor  did  the  matter 
refi  there,  for^it  could  not  be  expected  that  Lord  Bridport  (bould 
(ail  with  only  eight  out  of  fixteen  fail  of  ;he  line,  when  he  had  nt 
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idea  of  the  firength  or  number  of  the  enemy's  fleet,  and  When  the 
next  tide  was  likely  to  bring  him  down  fix  fiich  capital  (hips  as 
thoTe  above  mentioned.  Lord  Bridport  is  as  arduous  and  fanguine 
as  any  man  ;  but  fuch  a  proceeding  would  have  betrayed  a  want 
of  intelligence  and  judgement,  which  no  ardour,  no  confidence,,  na 
zeal,  no  bravery,  could  juftify. 

So  far,  then,  I  have  proved  in  clear,  difllnft,  and,  as  I  hope  and 
truft,  in  fatisfadfjry  terms,  that  neither  the  Admiralty  had  been  rc- 
mifs  in  any  point  of  public  duty  in  giving  proper  orders,  nor  Lord 
Bridport,  or  any  other  OfBcers,  in  zeal  and  duty,  to  carry  thofc  or- 
ders into  execution.  Though  the  French  fleet  arrived  off  the  coail 
of  Ireland  upon  the  21ft  of  December,  no  intelligence^  w^s  re- 
ceived of  them  in  this  country  till  the  31ft.  I  have  flated  what 
the  orders  were  which  were  fcnt  from  the  Admiralty  to  Lord  Brid- 
port, immediately  upon  iccdving  the  intelligence  that  the  enemjr 
had  failed  from  BreA  ;  and  I  muft  now  flatc,  that  the  Admiraltjr 
took  the  chance  of  fending  to  Admiral  Colpoys  on  the  (Nation  where 
they  expected  to  find  him  off  the  Lizard,  in- cafe  of  any  adverlb 
winds  removing  him  from  the  French  coaft.  Lord  Bridport  ha« 
hitherto  been  not  only  a  gallant,  but  a  fortunate  Admiral ;  and  yet 
it  fo  happened,  that  although  Admiral  Colpoys  had  been  hovering 
with  his  fquadron  off  Broil  to  intercept  the  enemy  upon  their  leav. 
ing  that  harbour ;  although  Lord  Bridport  afterwards  proceeded  oflT 
Cape  Clear  and  tlie  Irifli  coart  to  intercept  them  on  their  return  |* 
and  although  the  Duke  and  the  Majeftic,  with  two  other  (hips  of 
war,  were  fent  in  fcarch  of  them,  they  were  fo  covered  by  the  fog 
and  fortune  as  to  efcape  thcnn  all.  Still,  however,  they  did  not  b 
efcape  as  not  to  fuffer  for  their  temerity,  for  they  loft  in  this  rafli 
expedition  two  (hips  of  the  line,  four  frigates,  one  corvette,  and 
four  tranfports,  bcfides  four  or  five  hundred  men ;  a  cataftrophe 
which,  i^nlefs  to  men  who  do  not  value  life,  and  are  abfolutely 
driven  to  dcfpair,  does  not  afford  any  thing  very  tempting  to  hazard 
another  ftorm.  I  believe  I  have  now  anfwered,  if  not  contfx>- 
vertcd,  moft  of  the  fa<5^s  which  the  honourable  gentleman  has 
ftated  ;  and  the  refult  of  my  difcuffion  is,  that  not  any  finglc  ar- 
ticle of  blame  is  imputable  to  the  Admiralty  for  the  negledl  o(  giv- 
ing orders,  nor  any  culpability  to*  the  condu6l  of  the  OfBcers  in 
the  execution  of  th^m.  There  have  been  fome  difappointments  in 
the  failure  I  confefs.  I,  for  one,  cxuttcd  in  the  profpeft  ;  and  if  I 
have  fuffored  fome  chagrin  from  the  difappointmcnt,  I  fpeedily 
bani(hed  it  from  my  mind,  becaufe  I  knew  no  blame  was  to  be  at- 
tributed to  any  one.  The  honourable  gentleman  faid  that  Ireland 
HT^s  favcd  by  tlic  elements  i  but  he  fhould*  have  remembered,  tha 
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lame  mod  which  cfifperfed  the  enemy,  prevented  our  fleets  from 
intercepting  them.  If  ever  any  enterprize  could  prove  the  fbUy 
of  invading  Ireland,  that  muft  have  done  it ;  if  ever  any  expedi- 
tion could  prove  the  neceflity  of  being  provided  with  a  fuperior 
fleet  than  what  they  had  for  fuch  an  undertaking,  that  muft  have 
done  it;  and*if  ever  there  were  a  concurrence  of  miracles,  it  was 
furely  at  that  period.  If  Lord  Bridport  had  met  them,  could  any 
man  entertain  a  doubt  of  their  deftrudtion  P  THe  honourable  gen- 
tleman feemed  to  think,  that  when  a  great  hoftile  armament  iirvraded 
any  country,  the  bulincfs  is  done.  I  muft  tell  him,  the  difficulties 
are  but  juft  begun.  An  enemy  requires  a  fuperior  fleet  on  fuch  oc- 
cafions  to  cover  their  debarkation,  which  is  always  efie6^ed  with 
panic  and  confufion,  elfe  they  are  likely  to  have  their  proviiions  cut 
off,  and  other  neceflaries.  So  far,  therefore,  from  laying  afide  am- 
lidence  in  our  naval  affairs,  I  wi(h  to  continue  it,  but  not  at  the 
expencc  of  a  blind  and  indifcrcet  fecurity.  If  there  were  one 
chance  in  a  hundred,  the  enemy  have  had  the  benefit  of  that  chance, 
which  never  may  recur  again.  I  hope  any  man  who  hears  me,  or 
communicates  with  any  perfon  out  of  doors,  will  never  again  admit 
a  fpirit  of  defpondency.  Let  them  lay  alidc  all  fuch  childifli  dtf- 
may,  which  unnerves  both  the  body  and  the  foul,  and  annihilates 
the  ftrength  and  energ)'  of  the  country.  Exclufive  of  our  naval 
forces  in  the  Eaft  and  Weft  Indies,  the  North  Seas,  and  the  Me- 
diterranean, we  have  fifty  fail  of  the  line  for  the  defence  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland,  and  upwards  of  two  hundred  thoufand  men 
under  arms.  Invafion,  therefore,  is  nothing  but  a  bug- bear ;  yet  I 
would  not  have  men  relax  in  their  precautions  on  one  hand,  nor 
would  I  have  them  dcfpond  ort  the  other.  Thus  far,  I  truft  then, 
that  the  government  and  force  of  this  country  have  been  libelled 
and  calumniated.  I  do  not  wifh  to  prevent  inquiry  ;  but,  upon  a 
full  confideration  of  the  documents,  I  think  the  honourable  gentle- 
man will  not  find  himfelf  warranted  to  pcrfift  in  his  motion,  bc- 
caufe,  I  truft,  he  is  fatisfied  that  no  blame  is  imputable  to  the  Admi-. 
ralty  or  Officers ;  I  (hall  therefore  move  the  previous  queftion,  in 
Order  to  move  for  the  produ6tion  of  thofe  papers  relative  to  the 
tranfa^ion,  that  gentlemen,  after  perufing  them,  may  examine 
whether  the  afperfions  be  well  founded.  Mr.  Dundas  then  moved 
the  previous  queftion ;  and  at  the  fame  time  apologized  to  the 
Houfe  for  the  ncceflary  length  of  his  fpeech. 

Mr.  GREY  faid,  that,  after  the  very  long  ftatement  wluch  the 
rigdt  honourable  gentleman  who  had  juft  fpoken  had  given  to  the 
Houfe,  and  which  he,  doubtlefs,  thought  himfelf  obliged  to  give, 
he  (hould  be  forry  to. detain  the  Houfe  longer  than  appeared  to  kiin 
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to  be  abfcdutcly  neceffary  in  taking  notice  of  what  the  right  honour^ 
able  'gentleman  had  ftated,  efpecially  at  fo  late  a  period  of  the 
night.  He  faidthis  both  on  account  of  what  he  felt  for  the  Houfe 
and  ibr  himfelf)  he  being  engaged  to  attend  at  an  early  hour  to*' 
morrow  upon  public  bufinefs  of  very  great  importance,  (the  Com^ 
mittee  on  the  affairs  of  the  Bank.)  He  felt  it  impoflible,  however, 
to  abflain  from  following  the  right  honourable  gentleman  in  fome 
parts  of  his  Aatcments  upon  this  fubjcdl.  That  right  honourable 
gentleman  had  concluded  a  very  long  fpeech  with  an  apolpgy  for 
having  takrn  up  fo  much  of  the  time  of  the  Houfe,  He  felt  the 
ncceflity  of  that  apology,  for  he  had,  in  the  courfe  of  his  fpeech, 
taken  notice  of  the  Cavalry  and  Supplemental-Militia  AiSls,  and  he. 
had  fpokcn  on  the  unreafonablcnefs  of  our  being  alarmed  at  tht 
profpeft  of  an  invafion  under  all  our  prcfent  circumflances.  ^This 
part  of  the  fpeech  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman  could  not,  upon 
a  fuperficial  view  of  it,  appear  to  be  very  clofcly  connefted  with  the 
queftion  that  was  now  before  the  Houfe.  But  he  thought  he  could 
fee  the  meaning  of  introducing,  at  this  time,  thefe  feemingly  un- 
connected ideas ;  although  there  was  no  Teeming  conncdlion  in  the 
arguments  that  arofe  out  of  thofe  topics,  and  the  fubjedt  now  to  be 
debated,  yet  there  was  a .  conne6tion  between  them  and  the  fentU  ' 
ments  of  Miniflcrs,  and  it  made  part  of  their  fyftem.  Minifters 
had  for  a  long  time  laboured  to  create  an  alarm  in  that  Houfe  and 
in  this  country.  They  had  fo  far  fuccccdcd  in  that  fyftem  of  alarm 
as  to  fecurc  the  confidence  of  a  majority  of  Parliament,  who,  upon 
all  occafions  during  this  war,  had  uniformly  voted  againft  any  in* 
quiry  into  their  condu6t ;  they  had  abufed  that  confidence  fo  much, 
and  had  brought  the  country  into  a  flate  fo  deplorable,  that  even 
their  moft  confidential  friends  and  adherents  began  to  (hake  off  the 
delufion  under  wluch  they  had  a£led,  and  began  at  lafl  ^o  fpcak  of 
the  neccflity  of  inquiry.  How  far  thofe  gentlemen  were  finccrc  in 
this  new  tone,  would  be  feen  by  their  votes.  Bat  Miniftcrs  now 
began  to  be  alarmed  thcmfclvcs,  that  was,  for  their  own  fafety  ;  and 
therefore,  to  rcflorc  confidence  again  to  their  adherents,  they  found  it 
politic  to  do  away  the  alarm  which  thcmfclyes  had  created.  This 
was  the  key  to  the  myftery  of  Miniftcrs  having  changed  their  tone* 
The  right  honourable  gentleman,  therefore,  was  perfeftly  con(i(tent 
in  his  condudt ;  it  had  all  the  ufe  he  intended  ;  and  now  that  he 
found  he  was  likely  to  meet  with  a  little  more  than  he  wi(hed  frcm 
the  fyftem  of  alarm,  he  was  dcfirous  of  fuppreffing  it,  and  therefore 
he  complained  of  its  effedts.  He  ended  his  fpeech  widi  an  extraor- 
dinary figure  of  rhetoric,  and  very  beautiful  language,  faying,  that 
the  idea  of  an  invafion  by  the  enemy,  while  we  Iiave  a  fleet  fo  fupe- 
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rior  to  theirs,  was  a  thing  not  wixhin  the  cotnpafs  of  a  credible  be- 
lief. That  he  (hould  have  been  an  advocate  ngainll  the  danger  of 
alarm  would  have  been  a  wonderful  thing,  if  his  motives  were  not 
calily  comprehended.  It  was  not,  in  truths  alarm  that  he  dreaded, 
it  was  the  dire(£lion  which  the  alarm  had  taken  that  produced  this 
change  in  his  language.  While  the  country  was  alarmed,  it  fuited 
his  purpofe  well  enough,  and  therefore  he  projiagated  that  arlarm, 
becaufe  it  produced  copBdence  in  the  Executive  Government ;  but 
when  that  alarm  was  fuch  as  to  make  his  adherents  think  it  nccef- 
fary  to  have  an  inquiry  into  the  condu6t  of  Admirtiilration  which 
produced  that  alarm^  it  became  ncceflary  to  do  it  away  as  foon  as 
pofliible,  for  an  inquiry  was  what  Minif^ers  would  (hun  at  all  events* 
That  right  honourable  gentleman  had  accufcd  his' opponents  with 
having  been  inconfiftent  in  their  condu£i,  in  now  nrmking  fo  ferious 
an  objedl  of  an  invaiion,  when  it  was  well  known,  that  while  Mi- 
nifters  called  upon  Parliament  to  m^^ke  provifion  againfl  it,  they 
treated  it  as  a  mere  bugbear :  indeed  they  were  difpofed  to  treat  it 
as  a  bugbear,  under  the  idea  that  our  fleet  was  to  be  well  managed  ; 
but  when  they  faw  it  was  fcandaloufly  mifmana^d,  the  idea  of  an 
invafion  became  a  very  ferious  thing.  Such  was  the  cafe  upon  the 
fubjef^  which  was  now  before  the  Houfe.  It  was  under  the  idea 
that  our  fleets  would  be  well  managed  that  they  had  oppofed  the  Ca- 
valry and  Supplementary- militia  Bills;  they  in  that  view  thought 
them  ufelefs.  He  even  flill  thought  the  Cavalry  Bill,  not  Ofelefs 
merely,  but  fomething  worf);  than  ufelefs,  becaufe  it  was  the  caufe 
of  a  vaA  expence  without  the  leaft  poflTible  utility.  But,  to  purfuc 
the  idea  of  the  bugbear,  of  which  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
had  faid  fo  much,  he  believed  his  hottourable  friends  never  applied 
that  epithet  to  the  Idea  of  an  invafion  of  Ireland,  which  was  the 
place  that  had  been  attacked.  In  the  place  where  an  attack  of  the 
enemy  was  apprehended,  and  where  it  was  made,  there  was  neither 
a  Cavalry  nor  a  Supplemental-militia  Bill ;  in  the  place  where 
tlierc  was  no  apprehenfion  of  attack,  there  was  a  Supplemental- 
militia  Bill  and  Cavalry  AS.  The  place  againfl  which  no  attack 
was  apprehended  was  to  be  defended  in  an  extraordinary  manner ; 
the  place  that  was  likely  to  be  attacked  was  left  entirely  dcfencelefs  ; 
and  he  would  fay,  that  the  enemy  not  having  obtained  a  t(K>ting  in 
Ireland,  was  not  owinp;  to  the  wifdom  of  His  MajeAy*&CouncilSy 
but  to  the  i«uer^K>firion  of  Providence.  ^ 

A  grc^r  part  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman's  fpeech  referred 
to  the  ficct  uncJcr  the  cqmmand  of  Sir  John  Jervis,  of  whofe  bnl- 
liiint  viciory  no  man  thought  more  highly  than  lie  did,  and  in  praifc 
of  V  !:rm  it  was  iin^xjfliblc  to  fty  too  much  ;•  but  he  muft  joi.i  Us 
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honorable  fpend  in  faying,  that  notwithftanding  the  glorious 
event  that  had  taken  place  under  the  command  of  that  illuArious 
Admiral,^  yet  His  Majefty's,  Miniflers  were  highly  to  blame  in 
leaving  him  with  a  force  apparently  fo  inferior  to  the  enemy,  with 
whom  he  had  to  contend.  In  the  brilliancy  of  that  mod  glorious 
vidtory,  AdminiAration  had  no  fhare ;  and  he  believed,  that  when 
the  opinion  of  that  gallant  Admiral  was  known,  the  public  would 
be  convinced  that  Admihiftration  had  been  negligent  as  to  him  as 
well  as  others.  Here  he  fupported  his  aiTertion  by  a  reference 
to  the  force  that  Admiral  had,  the  manner  in  which  he  had  not 
been,  but  ought  to  have  been  reinforced,  the  ftatibn  he  was  in,  and 
the  facility  with  which  he  might  have  been  reinforced,  &c.  ;  and 
then  proceeded  to  take  a  view  of  the  manner  in  which  the  Admi- 
ralty had  negledted  to  equip  Lord  Bridport,  and  the  fleet  under  his 
command,  for  the  coaft  of  Ireland,  at  the  time  when  the  French 
came  into  Bantry  Bay.  He  faid  he  expedled  that  the  Admiralty 
would  haye  laid  the  whole  of  their  condud  before  the  Houfe  upon 
this  occaiion  ;  that  thofe  who  defended  die  condud  of  Lord  Spencer 
would  have  met  this  inquiry  in  a  full  and  fair  manner ;  that  they 
would  have  laid  all  the  dpcuments  that  related  to  this  tran&6tion 
before  the  Houfe  ;  inftead  of  which,  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man produced  thofe  parts  only  which  had  been  felefted  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  defending  the  Admiralty,  fupprefling  all  thofe  documents 
which  would  have  put  the  cafe  in  its  clear  light ;  he  made  a  fpeech 
upon  them,  as  if  they  contained  all  the  documents  which  belonged  to 
the  fubjedl,  and  then  triumphantly  called  for  the  approbation  of  the 
Houfe  upon  the  conduA  of  the  Admiralty.  This  was  a  modern 
mode  of  meeting  an  accufation ;  but  he  preferred  the  old*falhioned 
mode  of  the  whole  of  the  documents  being  laid  upon  the  table,  and 
dien  conlidering  the  fubjed  from  fudi  documents.  But  by  this 
pradice  it  was  impoflible  to  know  how  to  get  at  every  thing  that 
was  wanted.  In  all  this  complication,  he  was  entitled  to  fay  this, 
&at  with  refpeA  to  the  affair  at  Bantry  Bay,  there  was  blame  fome- 
where.  He  obferved,  that  when  any  difgrace  appeared  to  attach  to 
Minifters,  it  was  uniformly  contended  that  the  winds  were  favour- 
able to  our  enemies,  and  unfavourable  to  us.  Were  this  defence 
fet  up  but  once,  it  might  deferve  fome  attention  ;  but  when  a 
fimilar  excufe  was  made  in  every  attempt  that  failed,  furely  a  con- 
tinued feries  of  failures  argucdj  on  the  very  face  of  it,  remilfnefs  and 
negledi.  Thus,  at  the  beginning  of  the  war,  it  had  been  propofed 
to  flarve  France  by  blockading  its  ports  ;  but,  lo!  a  French  fqua- 
dron  returns  loaded  with  provifions  from  America,  and  not  a  (hip 
was  found  to  oppofe  them.  Another  fleet  of  the  enemy  retook 
Vol.  I.  5  F 
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Guadaloupe  and  St.  Lucia  ;  a  third*  fquadron  deftr6yed  the  valu- 
able filhery  of  Newfoundland ;  another  fquadron  fwcpt  the  coaft 
of  Africa,  and  nearly  annihilated  the  fcttlement  of  Sicrfa  Lcortc  ; 
and  now  a  frefh  fquadron  had  menaced,  unniolefted,  the  coaft  of 
Ireland.  All  thcfe  inftances  (hewed  that  blame  attached  fomc- 
where.  The  right  honourable  gentleman  had  produced  a  document 
to  prove  that  Admiral  Colpoys'  fquadron  was  in  no  want  of  pro- 
vilion  ;  and  he  particularly  fpecified  the  Powerful,  w'hich  could  be 
in  no  want  on  its  return  to  Cork,  having  been  provifioned  for  fix 
momhs.  He  faid,  he  had  heard  it  reported  that  the  fleet  was  in 
want  of  fuel  ;  and  he  wifticd  to  know  of  one  honourable  Admiral, 
whom  he  faw  in  his  place,  (Lord  H.  Seymour),  whether  the  ihips 
might  not  be  fo  reduced  for  want  of  water,  as  to  be  obliged  to  return 
on  that  account,  though  there  might  be  no  want  of  provlfions.  The 
right  honourable  Secretary  had  ftated,  that  on  the  22d  of  December 
inftruflions  had  been  fent  to  Lord  Bridport  to  put  to  fea  immedi- 
ately; why  did  he  not  do  fo  when  the  wind  was  fair,  on  the  2 id 
or  23d,  and  24th  and  25th?  It  was^o  excufe  to  fay,  that  hii 
fquadron  was  not  ready,  or  that  Admiral  Sir  Roger  Curtis  had  not 
returned  from  his  cruise.  He  thought  the  Admiralty  ought  to  be 
impeached  foi^  not  having  a  fleet  ready  to  aft  on  the  2  2d.  To  thc^ 
neglcifls  of  Adminiihration,  Mr.  Grey  afcribed  that  the  enemy *s 
fleet  remained  fourteen  days  off  the  coaft  of  Ireland  unmolefted  ; 
and  had  they  not  met  with « bad  weather/  nothing  would  have  pre- 
vented them  from  ftriklng  a  blow,  and  making  themfelvcs  mafters 
of  Cork  in  two  days  after  landing,  and  thus  they  might  have  dc- 
ftpoycd  twelve  months  provifions  and  ftores  for  the  navy.  There 
was  no  adequate  force  in  that  part  of  Ireland  to  oppofc  the  enemy. 
The  right  honourable  gentleman  fcemed  to  think  the  French  expe- 
dition a  fortunate  event,  as  it  had  proved  the  loyalty  of  that  part  of 
Ireland  ;  thejr  loyalty  was,  indeed,  meritorious,  in  proportion  to 
the  few  obligations  which  the  people  of  Ireland  were  under  to  their 
Govcmmcrtt.  He  condemned  the  reftriftions  of  the  Catholics, 
and  iniifted  that  nothing  could  add  more  to  the  difcontents  of  Ire- 
land, than  the  negle6ls  which  the  people  of  that  country,  at  difl^nrent 
periods,  met  with  from  Adminiftration. 

The  right  honourable  WILLIAM  WINDHAM  began  witfi 
ftating,  thaf  general  grounds  of  prefumption  of  negleft  were  a  fuf- 
ficient  caufe  for  inquiry  ;  the  honourable  gentleman  was  perfcfiUy 
warranted  in  the  modon  he  had  made,  and 'the  country  in  wifhing 
to  receive  fatisfaftioh.  Still,  however,  the  grounds  on  which  fuch 
an  inquiry  was  to  proceed  ought  to  be  fubftantiated,  '  The  honour- 
able gentleman  bad  ackn0V7lec%ed  the  propriety  of  the  inftr<i£Hons 
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given  to  Admiral  Colpoys,  but  he  bl^es  the  conduct  which  the 
Admiral  purfued,  when  he  heard  that  the  French  fleet  failed  from 
Breft.  This  would  go  to  blame  the  Admiral ;  but  the  Secretar)'  at 
War  indfledy  there  wias  no  blame  at  all,  and  he  well  knew  that 
the  objeft  of  the  motion  was  not  to  criminate  the  Admiral ,  and 
therefore  he  little  doubted  but  that,  if  the  gentlemen  in  Oppofition 
purfued  the  blame  to  that  point,  they  would  feel  no  defire  to  run 
their  game  any  farther.  Mr.  Windham  proceeded  to  vindicate  the 
conduct  of  the  Admiralty  \  and  (hewed  how  impoffible  it  was  to 
keep  a  fleet  for  any  length  of  time  in  fuch  a  flate  of  preparation  as 
to  be  ready  to  fail  at  a  moment's  warning.  When  Government 
knew  nothing  but  that  the  French  fleet  was  out  with  fixteen  fail,  it 
would  have  been  extreme  ra(hnefs  to  have  fent  Lord  Bridport  out 
with  a  greatly  inferior  fleet,  and  till  he  had  begn  joined  at  Saint 
Helens  by  the  reft  of  his  fquadron.  Mr.  Windham,  even  if  the 
enemy  had  landed,  denied  the  probability  of  Cork  falling  into 
their  hands.  He  then  took  a  view  of  the  aflPairs  of  Ireland,  paid  a 
compliment  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  fourthem  parts  of  that  ifland, 
for  the  loyalty  which  they  manifcfted  on  the  approach  of  the  enemy, 
and  obferved,  it  was  Angular  enough  that  thofe  very  men  who  were 
fuppofed  to  be  the  moft  opprefled  in  that  kingdom,  had  manifefted 
that  difpoiitionj  while  the  inhabitants  of  the  North,  who  were  not 
faid  to  have  the  fame  reafon  for  complaint,  had  manifefted  a  difpo- 
fltion  to  infurre£lion.  This,  he  tliought,  went  a  good  way  towards 
proving  that  it  is  poflible  for  men  fometimes  to  make  groundlefs  com- 
plaints againft  thofe  Jby  whom  they  are  governed.  He  applauded 
highly  the  conduct  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  South  of  Ireland,  ,and 
they  (hould  always  have  his  teftimony  of  approbation  for  their  good 
fenfe,  loyalty,  and  courage.  He  did  not  charge  gentlemen  in  Oppo- 
fition with  any  evil  intention  when  they  talked  of  thofe  parts  of  His 
Majefty*s  dominions  that  were  liable  to  attack  \  they,  of  courfe, 
meant  no  more  than  to  enforce  the  charges  they  were  pleafed  to  ex- 
hibit againft  Adminiftration  \  but  they  (hould  recollet^,  that  obfer- 
vation3  of  that  kind  partook  of  the  nature  of  a  two-edged  fword  ; 
they  might  happen  to  convey  information  to  the  enemy  what  place 
they  might  moft  fdcccfsfully  attack,  as  well  as  expofe  the  negligence 
of  Minifters. 

Mr.  FOX.  Sir,  I  (hall  d«,  what  may  fecm  to  be  fomcwhat 
irregular,  begin  with  the  laft  part  of  the  right  honourable  gentle-^ 
man's  fpeech  who  has  juft  fat  down — rwith  that  ftale  and  profligate 
ai^ument  of  his,  always  ufed  againft  thofe  who  oppofe  the  ineafu]:c$ 
.  of  Adminiftration  ;  that  ivhen  they  charge  Minifters  with  negle&-p 
ing  the  defeiv^G  pf  the  iiountry,  they  are  to  be  considered  as  holding 
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out  an  invitation  tp  the  enemy  to  attempt  an  invafion :  if  diat  be 
true,  Sir,  we  had  better  at  once  put  an  end  to  the  form^  as  we  have 
done  to  the  fubdance  of  the  Conf^itution  :  if  that  be  true,  we  had 
better  leave  every  thing  to  His  MajcAy's'MiniAerSy  and,  inftead  of 
making  Members  take  the  oath  againft  tranfubftantiation,  let  no 
man  come  into  the  Houfe  who  will  not  previoufly  declare  that  he 
will  never,  in  any  war,  fay  any  thing  againft  the  condu<S  of  the 
Executive  Government.      The  right  honourable  gentleman  has 
talked  of  "  two-edged  tools ;"  in  a  ftatc  of  war  every  complaint 
againftAdminiilration  muft  be  in  the  nature  of  a  two-edged  tool. 
If  I  complain  that  one  part  of  the  country  is  weak,  I  may  be  told. 
Take  care ;  you  are  doing  that  which  is  dangerous  ;  you  are  com- 
municating to  the  enemy  which  is  the  lead  defenlible  point  of  the 
empire.     To  whom,  then,  am  1  to  make  the  complaint?     To 
whom  am  I  to  ftatc  my  opinion  ?     I  wifh  to  know  whether  Minif- 
tcrs  are  the  only  perfons  to  be  permitted  to  give  advice  ?    Sir,  I  will 
ftate  what  my  opinion  has  been  with  rcfpect  to  an  invafion ;  and 
though  the  right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Dundas)  went  in  a 
manner  out  of  his  way  to  reproach  me,  I  will  again  ftate,  that  if 
Minifters  were  really  alarmed  for  the.  fafety  of  Ireland,  I  cannot, 
upon  any  poflible  ground,  account  for  their  conduft.      From  that 
ftatement  I  do  not  recede  ;  nay,  I  will  fay  farther,  that  if  they  arc 
apprehenfive  of  any  frefti  danger  to  Ireland,  their  condu6t  is  little 
lefs  than  infanity.     I  afn  forry,  Sir,  I  was  in  any  way  the  means  of 
preventing  an  honourable  friend  of  mine  from  delivering  his  fentU 
ments  before  me — of  the  ftatc  of  the  fiftcr  kingdom,  lie  is  better 
informed  than  I  can  be  fuppofcd  to  be ;  but  I  have  dear  connec- 
tions, whofe  property  is  not  partly  in  this  kingdom,  and  partly  in 
that,  but  wholly  in  Ireland.     When  I  fpeak  of  Ireland,  therefore, 
I  may  be  imagined  to  fpeak  with  fome  degree  of  feeling ;  and  if 
what  I  hear  be  true,  that  country  is  at  this  moment  more  difcon- 
tented  than  (he  was  before  the  attempt  of  an  invafion.     I  fuppofe 
I  (hall  now  be  told,  that  I  am  holding  out  an  invitation  to  the 
Prench.     No,  Sir,  I  am  not  inviting  them';  I  am  inviting  His 
Majefty*s  Minifters  to  take  meafures  to  remove  that  difcontent,  and 
to  remedy  the  grievances  complained  of.     But  we  find  that  Ireland 
is  divided  into  two  parts — the  contented  and  difcqntented«— upon 
that  fubjeft  we  (hall  hear  more  in  future^  but  let  not  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  who  fpoke  laft,  ftate  his  opinion  as  ours.  '^  I 
have  faid,  that  the  Catholics  were  in  a  ftate  of  unjuft  exclu{2on ; 
but  I  never  have  faid  that  the  Proteftants  had  no  reaibn  (or  com- 
'  plaint,  or  that  they  were  not  excluded  from  the  e(rence  aiid  fubftance 
of  the  Britifh  Conftitution.     I  do  conceive  the  Norths  the  South, 
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the  Wefty  and  the  Eaftem  part  of  Ireland,  to  be  in  fuch  a  fituation, 
that  if  a  fpeedy  remedy  is  not  appli^,  the  Minifter  will'  not  do  juf- 
tice  to  the  Britiih  empire.  But  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  if 
there  is  any  logic  in  his  ftatement,  tneans  to  fay,  that  tt  is  a  com- 
mon  way  with  us  to  exclaim.  Make  the  people  happy,  by  taking 
away  their  grievances !  If  he  had  faid  that  we  made  ufe  of  an 
argument  that  was  felf-evident,  and  had  complained  of  us  on  that 
account,  it  might  have  been  well ;  but  he  fays  this,  **  May  not  men 
have  unreafonable  grounds  of  complaint  ? " .  To  this  lanfwer,  yes ; 
but  that  is  no  reafon  for  not  removing  their  reafonable  complaints. 
Does  the  Secretary  at  War  then  mean  to  contend,  that  to  relieve 
Ireland,  the  whole  country  (hould  be  put  in  a  (late  of  oppreflion  ? 
The  North,  he  fays,  wants  nothing,  and  is  dlfloyal.  The  South 
wants  every  thing,  and  is  Aill  loyal.  Here  I  fuppofe  the  gentle- 
man means  to  put  this  paradox,  and  fay,  that  we  had  better  place 
all  Ireland  and  England  in  the  fame  ftate  in  which  the  Catholics 
in  the  South  of  Ireland  are,  and  that  then  we  may  expedl  univerfal 
loyalty,  I  Jhould  have  thought,  that  when  the  right  honourable 
Member  was  attempting  to  prove  that-  Ireland  had  no  caufe  for 
complaint,  he  would  have  explained  why  proclamations  were  iflfu- 
ing  daily  for  declaring  parts  of  the  kingdom  out  of  the  King's 
peace.  For  my  own  part,  I  firmly  believe  that  the  grievances  of 
which  Ireland  complains,  are  real,  deep,  well-founded.^  But  whe- 
ther they  are  fo  or  not,  we  hear  that^  the  people  in  the  South  arc  ' 
loyal ;  yet  all  the  reward  they  get  for  their  royalty,  is  not  a  rcdrels 
of  grievances,  not  a  removal  of  difabilities,  not  a  ceOation  of  exclu- 
fions  —No,  Sir  ;  the  reward  they  get  is  empty  praife,  a  barren  tcf- 
timony  to  their  loyalty :  but  they  have  np  more  to  expedl  than  tbofe^ 
in  the  North,  who  are  reprefented  to  be  of  a  very  different  dcfcrip- 
tion.  I  certainly  do  admire  the  loyalty  that  was  (hewn  by  the 
people  of  Ireland  upon  the  late  invafion;  and  I  (hould  have 
thought  that,  by  liberal  and  enlightened  mind»,  that  loyalty  would 
.  have  been  deemed  an  unanfwerable  reafon  for  giving  the  people, 
without  delay,  thofe  privileges  to  which  they  are  entitled  by  ju(Hce. 
No  fuch  project,  however,  has  been  yet  adopted,  and  that  country 
remains  in  the  fame  (hte  in  which  it  was  at  the  recall  of  Lord 
Fitzwilliam.  He  left  them,  after  having  had  the  authority  of -Go- 
vernment for  their  tantalizing  expeflations,  and  the  cup  of  happi- 
nefs  was  on  a  fudden  da(hed  from  their  lips.  What  may  be  the 
opinion  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman  I  know  not;  but  this 
I  do  know,  that  if  there  was  no  reafon  in  the  time  of  Lord  Fitz- 
-  william  for  removing  the  grievances  complained  of,  the  loyalty  that 
lias  fijnce  been  (hewn  is,  at  leaft,  hardly  requited,  if  it  is  to  be 
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brought  only  ;is  an  argument  to  ihew  that  the  peo[de  are  not  difcoo- 
tented.  And  apon  the  fubje^t  of  grievances,  what  do  the  gentle- 
.men  of  Ireland  ftatc  i  There  are  in  that  country  men  of  as  g^reat 
refpeflabilityy  and  of  as  high  abilities  as  any  in  this.  Will  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  fay,  that  thofe  who  fupported  Lord 
Fitzwilliam  are  inclined  to  thofe  Jacobinical  principles  of  ^hiqh  we 
have  fo  often  been  accufed  ?  Will  he,  becaufe  they  did  for  a  time 
give  into  the  ajarm  that  was  ravfed  to  fupport  the  war,  will  he  call 
them  Jacobins  ?  Look  to  thefe  men !  Look  to  the  name  of 
Grattan  ?  of  whom  I  never  (hall  fpeak  but  with  refpefl,  and  who, 
I  am  fure,  will  never  err  on  .the  fide  on  which  we  are  faid  to  err  ; 
look  at  thefe  men,  and  then  let  the  right  honourable  gentleman  fay, 
whedier  Ireland  has.  no  grievances.  There  is  another  point  which 
that  gentleman  might  have  gone  into,  and  I  watched  blm  narrowly, 
to  fee  whether  he  would — it  is  this— he  has  denied,  tliat  if  the 
enemy  had  landed  at  Bantry  Bay,  there  was  a  probability  of  Cwk 
falling  into  their  hands?  Has  he  denied  this  ?  Let  us  instate 
an  inquiry  into  the  fa6t  ^  he  will  not  deny  it.  Will  he  fay  ip,  cxcufe 
that  it  is  impoflible  to  guard  every  part  of  the  empireV  Shall  we 
then  forget,  that  on  the  26th  of  Odlober  lad,  we  were  told  of  an 
invafion  ;  and  when  we  come  to  difcufs  the  fubjed  in  March,,  we 
find  that  no  part  of  the  empire  has  been  protedted.  And  here  I 
cannot  help  remarking  upon  what  the  right  honourable  gentleman, 
in  hopes  of  undoing  che  alarm  excited  before  Chridmas,  fays  to  us: 
What,  he  a(ks,  can  you  fay,  who  always  treated  the  idea  of  an  in- 
vafion as  a  bugbear  ?  Sir,  I  never  did  fo  treat  the  idea  when  ap- 
plied to  Ireland  ;  but  there  is,  in  the  argument  of  the  Secretary  at 
War,  a  whimfical  inconfiflency  ;  he  is  faying,  'How  can  we  be  in- 
vaded with  a  fuperior  fleet,  and  this  at  a  time  when  the  fubjed  of 
inquiry  is,  how  the  enemy  came  to  invade  us  ?  For  one,  I  think, 
while  we  have  a  fleet  which  is  not,  as  it  has  been  in  the  late  expedi- 
tion of  the  French,  ipifmannged,  that  an  invafion,  with  rcfpcft  to 
Great  Britain,  is  not  an  evil  of  the  fir(l  magnitude.  This,  I  dare 
fay  now,  under  the  wing  of  the  right  honourabfe  gentleman,  though 
it  will  be  remembered  by  the  Houfc,  that  when  I  faid  fo  before,  I 
was  rebuked  as  if  I  was  a  perfon  not  properly  feeling  for  my 
country.  I  conceive,  however,  that  an  invafion  would  be  an  evil 
comparatively  fmall,  as  long  as  we  have  a  fuperior  fleet.  Thjs 
l^ds  me  more  particularly  to  the  prefent  argument.  The  rig^t 
honourable  gentleman  fays,  that  though  there  are  many  chaxgqs 
againft  an  invafion  while  we  have  fuch  a  fleet,  yet  if  there  be  onjy 
chance  in  favour  of  it,  it  is  right  to  be  upon  our  guard.  Agreed. 
But  there  is  no  way  in  wloich  we  could  have  beenfojxuichlMrraficd 
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;u  by  the  mode  thjit  has  been  adopted.  Let  gentlemen  apply  the 
argument  to  the  naval  force,  and  fee  how  far  it  will  go.  A  fleet 
was  kept  off  Brcft,  and  it  was  probable  that  the  French  fleet  might' 
not  efcape ;  but  ought  wc  not  to  have  had  a  fecond  fleet  at  home  , 
to  have  intercepted  ihe  enemy  in  cafe  they  had  made  their  efcape  ? 
This  is  the  important  part  of  the  difcuflion.  I  am  not  exprcfling 
any  diflatisfo6lion  at  the  condudl  of  Admiral  Colpoys'  fleet ;  I  am' 
only  contending,  that  we  ought  to  have  had  a  fecond  fleet  at  Portf- 
mputh  ready  to  fail  as  foon  as  poflible.  I  have  no  fuch  apprehen- 
fions  ;  but  fays  he,  can  a  fleet  be  ready  to  fail  at  an  hour's  notice  ? 
There  is  this  dilFercnce  between  a  land  and  naval  expedition : 
When  I  create  any  delay  in  a  land  expedition,  I  know  the  exadl 
amount  of  the  delay,  and  that  it  cannot  extend  beyond  a  given  pe- 
riod. Upon  (hore  I  can  calculate  ;  but  by  fea,  where  I  am  fubjedl 
to  fudden  changes  of  wind,  it  is  material  for  me  not  to  lofe  a 
minute  ;  for  if  I  do,  I  nwy  likely  produce  a  delay  of  two  months. 

Mr.  Fox  concluded  v;ith  taking  notice  of  all  the  fads  of  that 
cafe,  and  maintained  moft  ftrenuoufly  that  it  was  the  duty  of  that 
Houfe  not  to  take  the  words  of  one  fet  of  Minifters  in  defence  of 
another.  He  warned  them  of  the  probable  cflTed  of  fuch  a  mode 
of  defence.  It  might  be  injurious  to  the  reputation  of  Lord 
Spencer,  as  it  had  been  to  that  of  his  predeceflbr.  Lord  Chatham  ; 
for  the  former  had  a  majority  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  in  his 
favour,  when  an  inquiry  was  moved  for  to  examine  into  his  con- 
du6t,  and  yet  (hortly  afterwards  he  was  compelled  to  give  ^up  his 
oflice  of  Firft  Lord  of  the  Admiralty. 

Mr.  STURT  complained  of  tlic  repeated  iofults  oflfered  to  our 
coafts,  which  ought  to  juftify  an  inquiry.  He  aflerted,  that  Ad- 
miral Colpoys'  fhip  came  into  port  fliort  of  provifions,  particularly 
fuel,  which  was  as  bad  as  any  want ;  for  he  .did  not  think  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  would  like  raw  beef  any  more  than  the 
fatlors.  He  was  aftoniflied  at  nothing  which  that  gentleman  (Mr. 
Dundas)  aflerted,  he  had  fo  much  boldncfs,  confidence,  and  aflTur- 
ancc.  His  whole  account  of  the  fecurity  of  Ireland  was  a  miftate- 
mcnt,  and  he  read  a  letter  i^c  had  received  from  a  friend  to  prove 
it.  He  hoped,  in  God's  name,  he  would  not  much  longer  have  the 
diredlion  of  affairs.  He  might  twift  and  tofs  his  head  about ;  but 
he  hoped  it  would  foon  be  twifted  fomc where  elfe. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  confidercd  the  queftion  to  lay  within  a 
very  narrow  compafs,  and  it  was  eafy  to  decide  on  it.  A  very  clear 
and  detailed  ftatement  had  been  given  by  his  right  honourable  friend, 
which  he  had  no  doubt  had  made  a  v()ry  forcible  inftpreflion  on  the 
Houfe  i  he  had  ^0  propefed  to  have  a  lift  of  papers  printed  in  fup- 
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port  of  that  flatement.  If  inqixiiy  was  the  duty  of  Parliament,  it 
was  true  on  the  other  handy  that  details  fbould  be  difpenfcd  with 
that  are  ufelefs^  and  which  may  be  mifdiievous.  The  gentlemen 
on  the  other  (idc  had  been  plcafed  to  call  thefe  documents  garbled 
and  defe£)ivc  extraflsy  though  they  did  not  know  their  contents.  All 
he  wifhed  for  was>  that  they  would  compare  thefe  vouchers  on  the 
table  with  the  ai^gumcnts  of  his  friend,  and  then  decide.  With 
ceipedtto  the. general  queftiony  it  was  this,  whether  or  not  fuffident 
preparations  were  made  by  the  Admiralty  to  be  ready  againft  anj 
poflible  expedition  which  might  be  fitted  out  in  the  ports  of  France^ 
It  is  admitted,  that  either  Portugal  or  Ireland  was  the  point  of  at- 
tack ;  the  one  was  our  faithful  ally>  the  other  was  as  dear  to  us  as 
Great  Britain  itfelf.  What  was  the  nature  of  our  preparation  t 
why  we  had  one  fleet  adlually  w^atching  the  enemy  on  their  coafts, 
and  ready  to  follow  them  wherever  they  might  go,  in  cafe  the  wea- 
ther had  permitted  that  we  could  have  known  their  dircdion  ;  and 
we  had  another  fleet  in  fuch  a  forward  flate  of  preparation,  as  to 
have  been  ready  to  have  (ailed  in  five  days  after  we  knc,w  that  the 
Breft  fleet  had  failed,  had  the  wind  been  fair.  Ilsfd  either  one  fleet 
or  the  other  been  fo  fortunate  as  to  have  met  the  enemy,  what  pro- 
digies of  valour  might  we  not  have  expe6led  ?  In  refpe^  to  the 
navy  of  Great  Britain,  it  ought  to  be  recoUeded  how  many  and  va- 
rious objects,  and  what  rich  and  important  pofTefTions  it  had  to^pro- 
te£i.  This  circumftajice  muft  leiTen  our  fuperiority  in  fome  points, 
efpecially  when  the  enemy  had  fo  lately  been  reinforced  by  the 
fleets  of  Spain.  What  more  could  be  done  than  to  have  one  fleet 
on  the  French  coafts,  and  another  ready  for  fea  r  Having  no  pofi- 
tive  information  of  the  deftination  of  the  enemy's  fleet,  occafioned 
by  the  mere  circumflance  of  fogs  and  tempeftuous  weather,  b  it  ex- 
traordinary that  we  fbould  have  been  fo  long  in  the  dark,  and  un- 
able to  find  out  their  place  of  rendezvous,  when  the  French  Ad- 
miral and  General  Hoche,  who  were  in  pofTeflion  of  the  fecret,  and 
(ailed  in  the  fame  expedition,  as  well  as  other  Captains  of  the  fleet, 
had,  from  the  fame  caufes  of  weather,  never  been  able  even  to  join  it. 
Admiral  Colpoys'  fleet  was  in  a  flate  and  condition  to  follow  the 
enemy,  'and  the  papers  offered  to  be  produced  would  prove  it.  Alt 
the  letters  from  Admiral  Colpoys  were  propofed  to  be  given ;  and 
in  the  one  written  after  he  firft  he^rd  that  the  French  fleet  had 
failed,  but  before  he  knew  its  deftination,  he  faid,  he  (hould  follow 
them  the  moment  he  knew  the  dired^ion  they  had  (leered.  Another 
circumftance  which  determined  him  ta remain  on  his  ftation  was, 
his  having  fhortly  after  chafed  fome  fhips  into  Breft,  which  he 
conceived  to  be  part  of  their  fcattered  flcetj  and  that  others  would 
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fellow  ;  whereas,  thofc  (hips  turned  out  fo  be  part  of  the  Toulon 
fquadron.  The  weather  was  fo  haxy,  it  was  hardly  poffible  to  dlf- 
tinguifh  them,  or  get  a  clear  nbfervation  of  their  force.  Thus  far, 
therefore,  there  could  be  no  complaint  either  againft  the  Admiralty^ 
or  Admiral  Colpoys.  As  to  Lord  Bridport,  his  fleet  was  on  the 
2oth  of  December  in  fuch  a  ftate  of  forwardnefs  as  to  be  ready  for 
fea  in  five  days.  He  had  then  eight  fail  of  the  line,  which  dropped 
down  to  St.  Helens ;  but  not  knowing  the  deftination  of  the  Breft 
fleet,  it  was  impoflible  to  conceive  that  the  cafe  was  fo  urgent ;  nor 
would  he  have  been  warranted  in  failing  only  with  eight  (hips^  when 
fix  more  were  juft  ready,  and  the  French  had  feventeen  fail.  When 
thefe  (hips  were  ready,  the  wind  was  foul.  On  the  fubjeA  of 
alarms  which  had  been  abroad,  and  the  accufation  brought  againd 
him  as  having  been  the  firfi  to  fpread  them,  and  tlie  firft  to  lament 
the  diredion  they  had  taken,  he  fliould  (hortly  obferve,  that  he  had 
wiihed  to  put  gentlemen  on  their  guard  .againfi  any  attempts  which 
the  enemy  might  make,  and  accordingly  he  had  recommepded 
great  exertions  in  the  country.  .  There  was  much  at  flake,  and 
accordingly  it  was  neceflary  to  be  prepared  by  land  and  fea.  He 
never  had  a  doubt  of  the  fpirit  of  the  country,  or  that  having  taken 
the  neceflary  precautions,  we  were  not  fully  able  to  defend  ourfelves. 
His  has  been  the  language  of  precaution,  and  not  of  alarm.  Mr. 
Chancellor  Pitt  concluded  his  fpeech  by  complaining  of  Mr.  Fox's 
violent  arid  inflammatory  language  refpeding  the  ftate  of  Ireland} 
and  efpecially  of  the  Catholics,  who  had  had  more  indulgences 
granted  them  within  the  few  laft  years,  than  they  ever  had  before. 
So  far  was  the  allegation  from  being  true,  that  they  had  been  op- 
preflfcd  by  the  prefent  Government. 

Mr.  WHITBREAD,  in  his  reply,  made  fome  animadverfiont 
on  the  arrival  of  Admiral  Elphinftone,  in  Ireland,  while  the  French 
fquadron  was  in  Bantry  Bay,  which,  as  he  afforded  no  afTiftance 
againft  them»  in  his  opinion,  demanded  explanation. 

Lord  KEITH,  (late  Admiral  Exphinftone),  faid,  that  he  had 
always  difcharged  his  duty  to  the  beft  of  his  abilities,  and  for  the 
fervice  of  his  country.  If  he  conducted  himfelf  ill,  as  an  officer, 
he  was  amenable  to  a  Court  Martial,  if  he  had  offended  as  a  Mem- 
of  Parliament,  he  was  within  the  judgement  of  the  Houfe  ;  and  he 
profxsflfed  himfelf  ready,  on  any  proper  occafion,  to  anfwer  any  in- 
quiry that  might  be  demanded  of  him. 

Mr.  WHITBREAD  difcl^imed  any  intention  of  throwing  out 
the  fmalleft  infinuation  againft  the  charader  and  fervjces  of  the  gal- 
lant Admiral,  for  whofe  good  ccMidu6t,  perfonal  valour,  and  profef- 
$onal  merits,  he  entertained  the  higheft  veneration  and  eftcem.  The 
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public  bad  lately  an  occafion  to  cxtdt  in  ar  cdinfiderable  naval  acquis- 
fitipn,  the  fruit  of  his  difcreet  m^nagem^nt  and  (kiiful  precautions 
The  ciicumftance  he  had  flightly  mentioned  incident;ill7  occurred 
among  other  hSts  which  he  thought  it  his  duty  to  bring  forward^} 
but  he  was  very  fyr  from  meaning,  to  convey  any  perfonal  animad** 
verfioo  againft  the  gallant  Admiral,  who^  he  wa^  perfedly  per- 
fuadedy  was  clear  from  all  blame  in  the  tran&ftion  to  which  be 
had  alluded. 

The  Houfe  then  divided  oo  the  pievious  que(lioD|  when  therQ 
appeared  :   For  it,  201  ;  Againft  it,  6a. 


Lijl  cf  the  Mlmritj^  on  Mr,  fVhitlreaJFs  mofm%  '^  for  an  inq^irj 
into  the  sondu^  of  Minljlen  with  regard  to  the  late  attempt  of  thf 
French  (0  invade  Ireland.'* 
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Monday^  6th  Marci. 

The  SI^AKER  mfbrmed  the  Houfe  that  a  mittike  aroTe  in 
canning  up  a  biU  to  fufpend  the  opcTation  of  two  ads  of  the  1 5th 
and  1 7th  of  'His  profent  Majefty,  refpeSing  the  ilTuing  promiflbiy 
notes  for  the  payment  of  fmall  fums  of  money  for  a  limited  time^ 
bf  accident  a  daufe  which  had  been  added  to  the  bill  had  been  left 
In  the  oiGce.  He  dated  this  to  be  a  cafe  without  a  precedent,  and 
fubmkted  to  the  Hoofe  whether  the  better  mode  would  not  be  to 
fend  a  mcflage,  together  with  the  claufe,  to  the  Bar  of  the  Houfe  of 
Lords,  and  acquaint  their  Lordfliips  of  the  miftake^  which  the  Houfe 
agreed  to,  and  the  mode  was  adopted  accordingly. 

A  meflagefrom  the  Lords  inform^  the  Houfe  that  their  Lord- 
Afips  had  pafTed  a  bill  for  relieving  WilUam  Marquis  of  Lanfdowne 
from  certain  penalties  and  difabilities  to  which  he  had  fubjedled 
faimfelfi  by  having  inadvertently  ipoken  and  voted  in  the  Houfe  of 
Peers  without  having  taking  the'  oaths,  &c.  required  by  law. 

The  bill  ha^ng'been  read  a  firft  time, 

The  SPEAKER  obfervcd,  that  the  ftanding  order  of  the  Houfe" 
toquired  that  there  ihould  be  an  interval  of  three  days  between  the 
Arft  and  the  fe'cond  reading  of  a  private  bill,  and  this  came  under 
that  defcription ;  but  the  Houfe  had  the  power,  and  perhaps  under 
the  fpecial  circumftances  of  this  cafe  would  be  difpofed  to  difpenfe 
with  that  order— which  was  done  accordingly,  and  the  bill  was 
•read  a  fecond  time.  ^ 

The  Speaker  then  ofaferved,  that  by  the  ftanding  order  it  Was  re- 
quired tbat  an  interval  'of -eight  ds^s  ihoold  elapfe  between  the  fe- 
4!ond  reading  and  the  commitment  of  the  bill :  perhaps  the  Houfe 
would)  for  {he-fame  reafon,  difpenfe  with  that  order  alfo.  Which 
4hey  did,  and  ordered  the  bill  to  be  committeed  to  a  SeleS  Con^- 
•mittce  immediately. 

The 'Committee  on  the-ekdlionfor  Maidftone  was  poftponed  to 
>tbe  27  th  of  April  on  the  motbn  of  Mr.  W.  Dundas  ;  and  that 
of  the  Kent  eledtion  to  the  2d  of  May,  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Williams. 

Mr.  MA  IN  WARING  faid,  that,  in  purfuance  of  the  notice 
'he  had  given,  it  now  became  his  duty  to  ftate  to  the  Houiip  fome 
4atiis  which  he  believed  would  call  for  a  regulation  in  the  manage- 
.tnent  of  the  fale  of  live  cattle,  which  was  confidered  by  thofe  viho 
were  well  acquainted  with  the  fubje£t  as  the  printiple  caufe  of  the 
iiigh  price  of  provifions.  Jt  would  -not  be  neceflary  for  him  to  con- 
fume  o>uoh  ^  the  time  of  die  Houfe ;  little  need  be  faid  by  him 
4o4oduce  gentkmen  |o  enter  upon  the  inveftigatiqn  of  this  -aiacter^ 
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for  it  materially  concerned  every  individual  in  this  eountry,  eTpe* 
cially  the  lower  prders,  of  whom  the   Houfe  of  Commons  were 
the  united  Reprefcntatives.    Late  in  the  lad  SefTion  of  the  laft  Par- 
liament, a  petition  was  prcfcnted  to  that  Houfe  by  a  body  of  men 
calling  themfelves  '^  Cutting  Butchers,"  complaining  of  great  hard* 
(hips  which  they  endured  ih  confequence  of  the  pradice  of  engvof- 
(ing,  forcilalling,  and  regrating  live  cattle,  which,  they  faid,  were 
the  principal  caufes  of  the  high  price  of  provifions.     The  Houfe 
referred  that  fubjedl   to  a  Committee.     That  Committee  fat  for* 
fome  time  to  examine  into  the  allegations  of  the  petition,  and  a  num- 
ber of  witnefles  were  examined,  after  which  the  Committee  made 
a  Report,  sind  (^ated  the  fubftance  of  the  evidence  which  was  given 
totherp,  together  with  fome  obfcrvations  thereon.     On  account  of 
the  latenefs  of  the  Seflion,  no  farther  proceedings  were  had  upon 
this  fubjed.    It  would  tire  the  Houfe  if  he  were  to  detail  the  whi^e 
matter  of  the  Report  of  that  Committee,  and  therefore  he  (hould 
not  do  it :  but  it  was  material  thkt  he  (hould  ftate  a  few  of  the 
facls  contained  in  that  Report,  which  was  ordered  to  be  printed, 
and  was  now  on  the  journals  of  the  Houfe,  fo  that  every  Member 
might  of  courfe  be  acquainted  with  its  contents.     It  appeared  by 
that  Report,  that  there  are  a  clafs  of  perfons  who  are  called  jobbers^ 
who  make  it  a  bufinefs  to  go  about  the  country  to  the  farmers,  and 
to  biiy  up  immenfe  quantities  of  large  cattle^  which  are  generally 
ready  for  the  fupply  of  the  metropolis.     When  the  jobber  has  got 
the  cattle  out  of  the  hands  of  the  grazier,  they  are  jobbed  again,  and 
are  fold  from  one  to  the  other  of  thefe  jobbers  three  or  four  times 
over  before  thdy  fairly  come  to  the  London  market,  and  thus  thefe 
jobbers  at  iaft  fend  them  to  the  London  a^arket,  with  a  fixed  price 
•  upon  them,  contrary  to  the  interet^  of  the  grazier,  as  well  as  the 
confumer  ^  for  the  grazier  (ells  them  at  the  price  which  they  will 
^tch  of  the  jobber  ;  but  the  jobbers  by  this  pradice  get  all  the  live 
cattle  into  their  hands,  and  they  afterwards  fix  the  price  of  the 
market  upon  thefe  cattle  ;  the  confequence  of  which  is,  the  jobbers 
have  the  whole  controul  of  the  market  in  their  own  bands.     By 
chefe  pradices  moil  enormous  fums  of  money  are  made  by  thefe 
jobbers,  infomuch  that  one  of  the  witnefTes  examiried  before  the  Com- 
mitter flated  that  one  of  thefe  jobbers  cleared  the  fum  of  zoooLw 
the  year  1 795,  for  his  (hare  of  jobbing  in  oxen.     Enormous  fums 
of  money  are  made  by  the  fame  pradices  by  the  Jobbing  in  (heep  ; 
large  profits  are  got  in  this  way  fometimes  in  the  Ctmek  of  an  hour. 
All  that  he  had  hitherto  fiated  referred  only  to  cattle  fit  for  the 
London  mslrket ;  but  this  was  not  all,  for  thefe  jobbers  hCiy  up.  the 
lean  Cattle  all  over  tbp  country^  take  tUena  to  gjraizers  to  be  fed|  and 
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afterwards  fee  their  own  price  upon  them,  till  they  get  at  )aft  the 
whole  of  the  cattle  of  the  country  out  of  the  hands  of  the  farmers  ; 
and  in  the  infiances  pf  the  lean  cattle,  the  Jobbers  get  a  double 
profit,  for  the  cattle  pafs  twice  through  their  hands. 

Another  fubjed  of  grievous  complaint  was,  that  of  r^grating  in 
fhe  Stnithfield  market.  A  number  of  perfons  go  to  this  market 
early,  and  buy  up  the  cattle  there,  and  mertly  lead  them  acrofs  the 
market,  and  then  fell  them  fiogly  to  the  butchers,  by  ^hich  in  the 
courfe  of  half  an  hour  they  make  ,moft  enormous  profit,  and  thereby 
enhance  the  price  mofi  prodigioufly. 

Another  grievous  fubjcd  of  complaint  was  that  of  foreftalling, 
which  was  as  great  an  evil  as  either  of  the  other  two  ;  this  was 
the  pradioe  of  what  is  called  the  carcafs  butcher.  He  goes  ten  or 
twenty  miles  into  the  country  to  meet  the  great  dealers  in  cattle  as 
they  arc  coming  to  London,  and  fometimes  buys  up  one  half  of  the 
cattle  that  are  intended  for  market ;  but  they  never  come  to  market 
alive ;  they  are  fent  to  the  private  flaughter-houfes  of  thefe  carcafs 
butchers ;  by  this  the  Smithfield  market  often  appears  thin  of  live 
cattle,  by  which  means  again  there  is  an  apparent,  though  no  real 
fcarcity :  the  confequence  of  which  is,  a  very  high  price  of 
butchers  meat. 

Thefe  were  inconveniencies  which  required  remedies.  It  was 
clear  from  this  Report  to  which  he  had  referred,  and  from  the  evi- 
dence of  all  the  witnefles  who  were  examixed  before  the  Committee, 
(aid,  diat  the  metropolis  might  be  well  fupplied  but  for  the  pradioes 
to  which  he  had  alluded  ;  and  that  w^en  the  market  appeared  thin 
of  cattle,  that  thinnefs  has  been  owing  to  the  artifices  of  thefe  men ; 
and  the  fcarcity  was  not  real.  He  believed,  indeed,  that  fometin^es 
cattle  were  fent  to  market  much  younger  than  they  ought  to  be  for 
fale  there ; .  but  this  he  believed  to  be  chiefly  owing  to  the  poverty 
of  thoTe  who  fent  them  :  that,  however,  was  not  the  quefiion  now  to 
be  confidered.  The  queftion  now  was.  Whether  there  were  any 
pmdices  that  necefiarily  enhance  the  price  of  provifions?  Aiid  whe» 
thef  thefe  pradices  were  improper  ?  If  the  {loufe  thought  there 
w^e  fuch  pradices,  they  ought  to  devife  fome  means  to  ftop  themu 
Theis'  were  many  other  matters  in  the  Report,  but  he  thought  he 
had  flated  enou^  to  entitle  him  to  call  upon  the  Houfe  to  try  to 
.^djppt  fome  remedy.  Some  legiflative  interference  ought,  in  his 
ot»nion,  to  tak^  place.  He  was  aware  he  might  be  told  that  he 
had  ftated  only  that  there  were  engroffing,  foreftalling  and  regratingv 
and  that  there  are  laws  in  exiftence  againft  fuch  praAices.  He  al» 
lowed  that  to  be,  in  a.  great  meafure,  true  ;  but  then  the  mode  of 
0fiying  fuch  laws  into  execution  was  attended  with  fo  much  difh- 
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cidty^'fo  ^mocb  delay -and  perplexity,  fo  nitiah  IcTs  of  time  and  ev* 
fenceyand'fo  many  dMcouraging  circumftanoes  altogeiher^tfaat  n6  in- 
<Bvidual  could  i>e  enpeAedto  ftand  fuffioiently  Arm  and  fonmad  46r 
the  public,  to  enfbiae  thefe  lairs  fo  as^o  bring  their  ^naAmentt  into 
general  uttHty.     The  time  and  trouble^  die  expences  of  wiinefie9 
going  before  a  Grand  <Jtiiy  «o  find  a  bill,  and  afiterwards  to  attend 
a  'trialy  and  the  various  otiier  inconveniences  whidi  attended  a  -pro- 
icoucion  of  this  'nature,  ^where  fuch  as  to  detef  an  individual  from 
entering  upon  a  meafure  of  this  kind  in  a  way  fiiffieiently  gieneral  t9 
be  of  public  ufe.     Of  the  magnitude  of  Ihe  evil  the  Houfe  had  llie 
i^inion  of  a  Conmiittee,  J^hofe  Report  %as  now  before  them  $  and 
therefore  ft  would  be  for  the  Houfe  to  consider  whether  fomc  mea- 
iure  or  other  (hould  not  be  now  adopted*     He  knew  very  well  that 
the  'Houfe  would  be  cautious  in  coming  to  any  meafure  that  might 
ieem  tQ  lay  any  jeftri^ons  upon  trade,  and  that  it  might  foe  faid, 
that  in  a  commercial  country  like  fhis,  nothing  fliould  be  adopted 
4>y  the  Legtflature  that  fhould  in  any  degree  cran^  the  operations  cf 
trade;  that  all  fpeculations  in  tradeihould  be  leftto^nd  their  own 
level.     He  fubfcribed  'to  that  dodlrine  in  a  general  way,  for  he 
diought  it  a  good  general  do^rine ;   but  when  men  by  artificea 
contrived  to  enhance  the  price  of  common  food,  he  did  conceive  it 
tO'be  the  duty  of  that  Houfe  to  adopt  meafufes  by  which  the  price 
of  fuch  articles  ihould  be  kept  as  low  as  poffible  ;  for -if  a  man^  • 
doomed  to-fublift  by  honed  induftry  and^ii^bour,  coatd  not  fupport 
liimfelf,  the  concluiion  was  obvious,  he  muft  either  become  a  bur- 
den upon  the  public,  or  he  muA  Oarve  \  and  while  we  wilhed  fa  - 
fupport  our  trade,  we  muft  not  forget  that  thefe  very  labourers  are 
the  pillars  on  which  the  whole  of  our  profperity  reds ;  that  their  la* 
hour  4s  the  foundation  of  our  trade  and  commerce.      It  is  therefore 
the  intereft,  as  well  ass  the  duty,  of  Parliament,  to  provide  for  la- 
iwurcrs  as  well  as  they  could.     The  Committee  had  given  •their 
opinion  upon  the  complaints  which  he  had  briefly  dated;  ttiey  Hated 
it  as  their  opinion,  that  thefe  pradices  were  the  caufe<>f  the  deamefa 
«f  provfflons  ;  fome^f  the  pra6Hces  ought  to  be  much  better  rqgu- 
lated  than  they  are  at  prefent,  by  inftituting  a  power  to  ha^e  (bmmary 
oonvi(9ion  of  thofe  who  are  gtiiky,  and  fomeefthe  praAioes  ought 
to  be  altogether  aboliftied.  Such  was  the  sipinion  of , the  Committee, 
ile  fdt  fome  diAiculty  as  to-the  mode  yfhkh  he  ought  to  porfoe.  He 
Aiould  be  glad  to  move  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  thelxstler  pie- 
jiFenting  of  engrofling,  foreftallmg,  and  regrating  ^  but  if  4iiat  waa 
Aot  regular,  he  muft  move  for  anorher  Committee  to  inquiee  in^ 
the  caufes  of  the  high  price  of  provifions,  a^  ^t  the}'  ftoifld 
foft  their  opinion  theccupon  to  the  Houfe* 
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The  SPEAKER  Aid;  that  the  Jfoufe  mi^t  tafce  tfe  BeRtllt  of 
the  infennation  in  die  Report,  which  had  been  aireadjr  made,  if 
they  pleafed,  althpu^  it  was  that  of  a  fonner  Parliament ;  but  it 
.Ijvoidd  be  neceflary  chat  the  Report  (hould  fa^  read. 

The  Repoit  was  read. 

Mr.  MAIN  WARING  th^en  moved,  "  For  leave  to  bring  tnsl 
jbtU  fojE"  the  more  effeStually  pieventing  fapsRallifigf  engynffing,-  and 
f^rating  live  cattle." 

Mr.  Aldern^an  COMBE  fceoi^ded  the  nftodon.  He  0onBeive4 
that  fome  farther  regulations  were  neccflaiy ;  and  as  far  as  h0 
jcould  judge,  thofe  regulations  would  not  d^mfpifh  or  check  any  of 
the  fair  advantages  <^  Commerce. 

Mr.  Serjeant  ADAIR  moved,  that  die  order  of  the  day,  for. 
^ng  into  i  Committee  on  die  bill  for  relief  to  QuaKers,  be  read. 

Mr.  PIERREPONT  faid,  that  aldiou^  it  might  feem  pre- 
Aimptuotis  to  lefift  the  bill  after  tKe  full  difcuflHon  it  had  received, 
he  could  not  in  duty  decline  it ;  he  had  given  it  his  entire  attention, 
and  the  refult  ^s,  a  convid^ion  that  it  would  be  attended'  With  mpft 
j^nicious  confcquences.  It  therefore  appeared  to  him,  diat  the 
more  candid,  open,  af)d  ingenuous  way  would  be  to  oppofe  the  bill 
jh  if$  pxtfent  Aage.  He  therpipre  oppofed  the  Speaker  leaving  the 
jGhair.  • 

Mr.  ADAIR  rofe.  fie  had  not  expcded  the  oppofirion  to  the 
^11  which  had  been  ihcwn  by  the  laft  honourable  gentlerfian  ^  he 
had  thought  that  at  any  rare  it  would  have  been  fufTered  to  paf$ 
diroti^  d\e  ilage  it  then  was  in,  before  any  ferious  oppofirion  was 
pBkred  to  Jt.  [Heip  IVf r.  Adair  went  ovef  his  old  ground  of  fup- 
povt  to  the  bill  at  confidcrable  length,  j 

The  SOLICITOR  GENERAL  faid,  diat  the  bill  propofed  to 
^fce  money  out  of  the  pockets  of  one  clafs  of  people,  to  farisfy  thie 
jconfciences  of  another  clafs.  It  fought  to  pick  the  pockets  of  the 
/deify,  without  leaving  them  a  competent  remedy. 

Mr.  HOBHQUSE  was  aware  that  the  Quakers  were  themfelvetf 
i»lktte  divided  with  refpe£i  to  the  payment  of  tythes.  A  pordon 
of  th^m  held  it  {jght  to  make  their  fcruples  the  ground  of  determined 
oppofition  to  the  payment  of  tythes,  while  fome  were  lefs  tcnacioos^. 
-With  refpefit  to  the  arguments  of  the  Solicitor  General,  Mr.  Hob^ 
houfe  tboaght  the  ipiergy  had  as  much  reafon  to  petition  for  the  re- 
peal of  the  ad  of  Williajti,  as  to  oppofe  the  prefent  bill.  Mr. 
Hobhonfe  fupported  the  motion* 

Mr.  JEFFREYS  defended  die  character  of  the  body  of  pcdpte 
(caUed  Quakei^  from  an  attack*  which  ihe  conceived  had  been  mwit 
upon  them  by  the  Solicitor  General. 
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The  SOLICITOR  GENERAL  declared,  that  he  had  no  in- 
tention of  faying  any  thing  againft  that  body  of  poc^le  ;  on  die  con- 
trary, he  thought  them  in  general  very  refpedbble  men. 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  faid,  that  he  at  firfl  enter- 
tained fentiments  in  favour  of  the  bill,  but  that,  upon  more  mature 
kiveftigation,  he  was  inclined  to  give  it  his  negative. 

A  Member  moved,  that  the  commitment  of  the  bill  be  deferred 
for  this  day  fix  months. 

The  Houfe  divided :  For  putting  off  the  Bill,  28  ;  Againft 
it»  I  %,  Majority  againft  the  bill,  16. 

Tuefdayy  ']ih  March. 

Mr.  BRAMSTON  brought  up  the  following  Report  i 
J        "  The  Committee  appointed  to  examine  and  ftate  the  total 
amount  of  outftanding  demands  pn  the  Bank  of  England, 
and  likewife  of  the  Funds  for  difcharging  the  fame  \  and 
to  report  the  refult  thereof  to  the  Houfe,  tqgcdicr  with  their 
opinion  on  fhe  neceflity  of  providing  for  the  oon(irmati<xi 
and  continuance,  for  a  time  to  be  limited^  of  meafures 
taken  in  purfuarice  of  the  Minute  of  Council  on  the  26th 
of  Fehruary  laft ;  and  who  were  empowered  to  report 
their  proceedings  from  time  to  time  to  the  Houfe ;  have 
farther  examined  into  the  feveral  matters  referred  to  their 
conlideration  ;  and  have  agreed  to  report  to  the  Houfe ; 
♦*  That,  in  their  opinion,  it  is  neccflary  to  provide  for  the  con- 
firmation and  continuance,  for  a  time  to  be  limited,  of  l)k  meafures 
taken  in  purfuance  of  tjic  Order  of  Council  on  the  26th  of  Fe- 
bruary laft  ;  fubrnitting  to  the  wifdom  of  Parliament  to  determine 
for  what  limited  tiipe  it  may  be  nfeceftary  that  thofe  meafures  (bould 
be  continued.'* 

Th^  Report  was  ordered  to  be  laid  on  the  table. 

The  bill  to  provide  for  paying  and  cloathing  the  militia  was 
read,  ^nd  ordered  to  be  read  a  fecond  time  on  liiurfday  next. 

Mr.  W.  DUNDAS  ftated,  that  the  defcription  of  the  pariihes 
in  the  bill  for  raifing  a  number  of  men  for  the  arn^y  and  navy  in 
Scotland  was  defediive ;  and  therefore  he  moved  for  leave  to  brii^g 
in  a  bill  to  amend  that  adl  of  Parliament. 

The  2&  being  read,  leave  was  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  to 
ainend  it. 

Colonel  WOOD  gave  notice,  that  if  there  (hould  not  beoAcr 
prefting  bufinefs  before  the  Houfe  on  the  14th. of  this  month,  he 
Hiould  fubmit  a  motion  for  .an  inquiry  to  be  infticutod  on  the  fiate 
of  the  defence  of  this  country. 


Mr.  Chancdlor  PlTTf  wl^  bud  juft  <mtcr«d  the  Houfe,  faic), 
he  underltood  that  the  farther  Report  of  the  Committee  on  th« 
aStIrs  ei  the  Bank  bad  been  juft  laid  before  tbe  Houfe.     He  itras 
fony  h^  was  abfent  when  the  Report  was  brought  up,  but  his  s^b- 
fence  was  unavoidable.     He  (hould   not  now  enter  at  large  Mpor^ 
the  fubjed  of  that  Report,  for  that  would  be  unfeafonatde,  efpecially 
in  fo  thin  a  Houfe ;  he  thought  it  neceflary,  however,  to  obierve, 
that  both  the  laft  and  the  former  Report  of  die  Committee  upon  this^ 
fiibjeS  ought  to  be  taken  into  the  confideration  of  the  Houfe  whh  as 
little  delay  as  pofliUe  ;  he  therefore  Ibopld  wi(h  to  viove^  ihaf 
both  Reports  (hould  be  taken  into  eonfideiatioa  on  Thurfday  next* 
He  did  not  mean  to  prefs  that  they  ihould  at  all  events  be  difcufie4 
on  that  day,  unleis  the  honourable  gentleman,  who  was  in  poflelQon 
^  of  that  day  by  a  previous  notice,  fiiould  be. willing  to  wave  his  right, 
or  not  oppofe  the  matter  coming  on  that  day,  wh^:h  he  hoped  he 
would  not  oppofe ;  and  that  he  would  give*way  to  this  urgent  buii-. 
nefs.  If,  however,  that  ihould  not  be  the  cafe,  he  Ihould  propofe 
that  the  Reports  be  taken  into  confideration  on  Friday ;  but  that, 
at  all  events,  he  could  not  delay  tbe  difcuffion  farther  than  Mcnday. 
He  thought  that  the  better  way  would  be  now  to  make  the  ordeif  for 
this  diicuflion  for  Thurfday  ;  not  that  he  (hould  iniift  00  its  eomjng 
on  that  day,  but  that  it  (hould  rattier  operate  as  a  notice  to  (tend 
for  that  day,  unlefs  he  fliould  hear  in  the  interval  that  there  are 
objections  to  its  coming  on  that  day  ;  and  when  thefe  Reports  are 
taken  into  coniideration,  it  would  be  nece(£uy  to  take  the  fen(e  of 
the  Houfe  on  what  is  the  moft  proper  naode  of  inquiry  into  the 
caules  of  this  event ;  an  inquiry  of  that  nature  was  one  In  which ' 
he  underitood  all  parts  of  the  Houfe  concurred  in  Aiinking  necef- 
(ary,  and  in  which  opinion  he  for  one  certainly  joined :  the  mode 
of  doing  this  would  be  matter  of  difcuiTion ;  but  he  thought  it 
highly  important  that  that  Houfe  fliould  aicertain  fully  the  real 
fituation  d  this  country  in  paint  of  finance.     He  fliould  move  for 
a  Committee  to  inquire  into  the  (bte  of  the  finance  of  this  country, 
aod  to  di(iingui(h  the  increale  of  our  debt  fince  the  commencement 
of  the.prefent  war  \  Ac  provifi<^  diat  had  been  made  for  that 
debt  4  to  make  a  flsatemeni  of  the  probable  expences  of  the  prefeat 
year  upon  the  fijpfiofidon  that  the  war  (hould  continue ;  and  to 
sake  11  general  eomparifoa  betlreen  fueh  probable  expences,  upon 
fitth  a  foppofition,  and  Ae  ways  and  means  alieady  provided  fai 
definqring  thpni.     He  fluidd  now  move,  '<  That  the  two  Reports 
of  the  Committee  on  the  affairs  of  the  Bank,  &c.  be  takoi  iaCQ 
Mfifideratlon  on  Thurfday  tmt/'     Ordered. 
Mr.  W.  SMITH  feid>  he  could  Hot  aafl^fr  whether  bis  honour^ 
Vo;..  L  5  H 
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ab(e  friend  would  confcnt  to  poftpone  his  motion  on  Thuricby ;  but 
he  fuppofed  he  would  have  no  objedion. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  then  moved,  *<That  the  fecond  Re 
port  of  the  Committee  on  the  affairs  of  the  Bank  be  printed.'* 
Ordered. 

An  .account  of  the  amount  of  money  advanced  by  the  Bank  of 
England,  for  the  public  fervtce,  to  the  25th  of  February «  was  or* 
dered  to  be  laid  before  die  Houfe. 

T!ie  Speaker,  attended  by  fevcral  Members,  went  pp  to  ibc 
Houfe  of  Peers  to  hear  Ais  Majefiy's  afTent  given  by  commiflion 
to  the  ^6t  for  enabling  the  Eaft- India  Company  to  increafe  their 
capital,  to  die  Marquis  of  Lanfdowne's  Indemnity  Bill,  and  to  fome 
private  bills. 

Adjourned  to  Thurfday,  Wednefday,  the  8th  of  March,  being 
appointed  to  be  publicly  obierved  as  a  Faft  day. 

Thurfdayij   ^th  March. 

Mr.  CANNING  brought  up  a  copy  of  the  Treaty  between  His 
Britannic  Majeifty  and  the  Prince  of  Heflfe  Diarmftadt,  which  was 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

A  copy  of  the  Preliminaries  of*  this  Treaty  was  laid  upon  die^ 
table  fome  time  ago ;  this  was  a  copy  of  the  Treaty,  with  the  ra-* 
tifications. 

Mr.  GREY  reminded  the  honourable  gentleman  of  an  acr 
count  of  the  fums  of  money  which  had  been  advanced  in  confo* 
quence  of  this  Treaty,  which  wasoidered  to  be  made  out  fome  tiaic 
ago,  but  which  was  not  yet  before  the  Houfe. 

The  Chairman  of  the  Committee  00  the  CJolchefter  eledioii  re* 
ported  the  decifion  of  that  Committee,  declaring  the  fitting  Membcc 
to  be  duly  eleded  ;  the  petition  againft  faid  eleAipn  to  be  frivdpus. 
ai^d  vexatious,  and  the  oppofition'  lo  £iid  petition  to  be  neitfaer  M- 
volous  nor  vexatious. 

Mr.  TIERNEYprefented a. petition  from  the  priA  of  &Hit 
George's,  Southwark,  againft  the  Poor  Bill,  which  lieas  ordeitd  to, 
lie  upon  thie  table  till  the  faidbill  was  committed. 

Mr.  Tiemey  moved  for  ar\  account  of  all  the.  Qutftanding  ad- 
vances made  from  the  Dire^rsof  the  Bank  to  Governnfienty  with 
the  intereft  of  the  fame,  finee  the  Older  of  Couiyjl  was  iifued  on 
the  25  th  of' February  laft  for  the  reftn^ioi)  of  payment  in  fpecie* 
Ordered. 

He  then  moved  for'  an  account  of  the  increafe  of  decieafe  o£ 
bills  difoounted  by  tbefiank,  in  die  week  endiqg  Saturday  die  4th 
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of  March,  1797,  in  comparifon  widi  tbe  bills  difcounted  in « the 
week  ending  the  25th  of  February,  1797,  being  that  before  tbe 
Order  of  Council  was  liTued. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  objedied  to  tbe  motion,  becaufe  it 
would  tend  to  divulge  the  private  tranfadions  of  the  Bank,  and 
thefeby  prove  injurious  to  public  credit.  The  Houfe  had  hitherto 
'  thought  proper  to  truft  their  Inquiry  to  a  Secret  Committee,  which 
in  its  fird  report  did  not  enter  into  any  account  of  the  difcounts  of 
the  Bank  ;  and  therefore,  whatever  might  be  the  motives  of  the 
Houfe  and  its  Secret  Committee  to  ufe  fuch  a  difcretion,  as  he  did 
not  doubt  that  difcretion  was  properly  exercifed  with  a  true  regard 
to  the  public  interefts,  he  trufled  the  fame  motives  would  decide  the 
Houfe  not  to  agree  to  the  motion.  *  Befides,  this  was  not  the  time 
to  enter  into  any  previous  difcuflion  about  the  management  of  the 
Bank,  when  the  fubjed  propofed  for  the  confideration  of  Aie  Houfe 
rifing  out  of  the  two  Reports  of  the  Committee  of  Secrefy,  would 
eventually  determine  what  might  be  the  mod  proper  meafures  here- 
after to  be  taken. 

Mr.  TIERNEY  faid,  that  the  right  honourable  gentleman  cer* 
tamly  had  not  diftinAIy  heard  his  motion,  elfe  he  would  no;  have 
oppofed  it  on  the  grounds  he  adopted.  He  was  induced  to  move 
for  the  account  from  no  motive  of  impertinent  curiofity,  but  merely 
to  know  the  comparative  amount  of  the  difcounts  made  by  the 
Bank  on  the  two  weeks  which  had  been  fpecified.  It  was  gene- 
rally believed  that  they  had  increafed  to  a  moft  enormous  amount, 
and  that  uncommon  accommodation  was  granted  to  every  perfon 
who  was  difpofed  to  be  in  the  leaft  clamorous.  It  was  important 
for  the  Houfe  to  know,  whether  this  belief  was  true  or  falfe ;  and 
the  information  might  he  granted  in  perfed  confiftency  with  tbe 
Report  of  the  Committee.  He  was  very  much  furprized,  indeed, 
that  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  objedled  to  its  being  given ; 
fince,  if  the  Bank  really  pofleflfed  folidity  of  refource,  and,  if  the 
conduct  of  the  Directors  was  guided  by  that  prudence  for  which 
diey  got  credit,  the  greater  publicity  that  was  given  either  to  the  (latf 
or  the  management  of  their  afiairs  the  better. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  wondered  why  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man did  not  object  to  the  other  motion  which  his  honounAla 
friend  had  nnde,  refpeSing  the  advances  to  Government  fince  the 
a5th  of  February,  upon  the  fame  plea— -for  there  was  no  more 
real'  caufe  of  objedHon  againft  the  one  $ban  the  other.  His  honour- 
able friend  had  only  moved  for  fach  particulars  as  could  not  be 
made  up  when  the  Committee  of  Inquiry  was  appointed,  in  whieti 
there  was  nothing  fecret ;  but  by  affeding  myftery  where  there  was 
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no  rearon,  the  Bank  might  aAually  be  brought  into  difcfcdk*  He 
ceitainty  thought  there  was  fomething  very  extraordkiarj  in  the  con* 
dud  of  the  Bank  Directors,  if  the  reports  were  true*  in  continuing 
their  difcounts  when  they  were  no  longer  able  to  pay  their  note» ; 
and  if  they  had  increafcd  their  outftanding  engagenAsnts  from  thir- 
teen to  fiircen,  (ixteen,  or  feventeen  millions,  it  could  not  be  an  im* 
material  circumftande  to  know  how  far  their  aiTets  had  increafed 
to  difchai^ge  them. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  fuppofcd,  if  the  Committee  of  Secrecy 
had  known  or  tliought  it  prudent  ro  declare  what  was  the  amount 
of  difcotmfs  granted  by  the  Bank»  it  would  have  been  ftated  in  the 
Reporf.  HThe  general  fuhjc6t  had  been  referred  to  the  Secret  Com- 
mittee,  which  reported  upon  the  whole;  and  when  the  Houft 
thought  proper  to  refer  the  whole  to  a  Secpet  Commhtee,  inftcad  of 
entering  itfelf  into  an  tnve(tigation  of  the  component  parts,  and  the 
Secret  Committee  thought  proper  to  report  upon  the  whole  inflead 
of  difledling  particulars,  he  could  not  thmk  it  prudent  or  fit  to  a£t  in 
contcadi(3ion  to  them. 

Mr.  FOX  difclaimed  any  intention  of  centering  into  an  inquiry 
into  the  component  parts  of  the  property  of  the  Bank,  fucb  an  in- 
quiry being  sikogether  inapplicaUe  to  the  prefent  motion.  The 
obje<5^>  of  his  honourable  friend  was  not  to  afcertain  how  muck  of 
the  property  of  the  Bank  confii^^  in  difcounts,  but  in  whatpfopor- 
tion  diefe  difcounts  had  incfeafed  fi^e  the  24th  of  February  laft. 
It  was  poflible,  that  (ince  the  Order  of  Council  of  diat  date  was 
ifliiedi  the  affairs  of  the  Bank  might  be  fo  materially  adteredby  their 
proportion  of  difcounts  as  to  afle<£t  the  neoeflity  of  the  continuance 
of  the  Order  ;  for  if  their  difcounts  had  increafed)  of  couife  the  ne- 
cefiity  for  continuing  the  operations  Jof  the  Older  was  become 
ftronger ;  whereas,  if  they  had  decreafed,  the  ncceffity  was  certainly 
not  fo  great,  and  confequently  it  ought  ft>  be  limited  to  a  fliorter 
time.  He  fupported  the  motion^  thcroferej  on  the  ground,  diat  the 
account  was  neceffiuy  to  enable  the  Houfe  to  take  the  proper  flcps, 
Cither  for  continuitig  or  removing  the  prohilutbn  hid  upon  di5 
Bank,  and  under  which  they  at  prefent  aded. 

Loid  HAWKESBURYwasofopinkm  that  the  akxmmt  might 
contain  information  which  it  was  not  proper  to  lay  be£9K  die 
publib.  Befides,  it  was  rendered  umieceflary  by  the  Repoitof  tbe 
Secret  Committee,  as  it  was  there  dated  that,  from  tlie  informatioa 
they  had  of  the  atnount  of  the  difeouflts  of  the  Bank,  of  which  thof 
had  feen  HO  regular  accounts,  diey  concluded,  that  they  faaife  litde 
dtfTetence  in  the  general  ftate  of  its  afiairs. 

Sir  K:NJAMIN  ^AMMET.  vindicaisd  the  wife  and  pru« 
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dent  condud  of  the  Difedors  of  the  Kink,  ^nd  parttcularly  the 
propriety  of  granting  accommodation  by  dificounts  to  the  mer^ 
diants  ^nd  private  bankerB,  without  which  trade  would  come  to 
a  Aand. 

Mn  TIERNEY  again  repeated,  that  gentlemen  on  die  othet 
fide  appeared  to  mifunderftand  the  nature  of  his  motidh.  There 
was  nothing  fecret  in  it.  All  he  wnnted  to  know  was,  how  much 
snore  or  lefs  the  Bank  had  difcounted  in  the  week  ending  on  Satui^ 
day  the  4th  of  March,  than  in  the  week  prior  to  the  /Order  of 
Council  ? 

The  motion  was  then  put,  and  negatived. 

Mr.  TIERNEY  next  obfcrved,  that  as  Exchequer  bills  at  pre- 
fent  incurred  a  heavy  difcount,  notwithftanding  the  meafures  lately 
propofed  by  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  and  adopf:d  by  the 
Houfe,  for  relieving  the, market  of  that  burden,  he  fhould  nnove 
**  for  an  account  of  the  amount  of  Exchequer  Bills  iifued^  under  an 
ad  of  Parliament^ for  raifing  a  fum  of  18, 000, cool,  by  way  of- 
annuity,  in  the  months  of  January,  February,  and  March,  with 
their  difcount  in  each  month,  and  the  average  difcourit  of  the 
whole."     Ordered. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  begged  leave  to  offer  a  few  obfervations  upon 
the  Reports  of  the  Committee  of  Secrecy,  as  they  were  materially 
oonned^ed  with  the  buiinefs  of  the  day,  and  afterwards  fuggeft  fuch 
a  proportion  as  the  nature  of  the  circumdances  Teemed  to  require. 
The  firft  meafurc  which  he  thought  neceflary  to  adopt  was,  to  en^ 
deavour  to  prevent  the  impreffion  which  the  Report  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Secrecy  might  have  upon  the  public  opinipn  refpe£^ing  the 
fituadoil  of  the  Batik,  becaufe,  according  to  the  Report  of  the  Com<< 
mitfioe,  the  Government  was  reprefented  as  a  debtor  to  the  Bank  in 
varioua  (iims,  independent  of  eleven  millicns,  which  the  Com- 
imttec  reckoned  as  forming  fo  much  of  the  capital  (lock  of  the  Bank, 
when,  in  feft,  that  fum  of  eleven  millions  was  no  debt  at  all ;  and  a 
declaration  of  fuch  a  nature  was  entirely  calculated  to  miflead.  In« 
ikad  of  being  included  in  the  capital  itockof  the  Bank  as  a  debt,  it 
ilwuld  have  been  reckoned,  what  it  really  is,  as  an  annuity  of 
350,000!.  pep  annum,  that  being  the  ffipulated  intereft  for  the  fum 
during  a  certain  term  of  years.  If  the  eleven  millions  were  afluaiij^ 
belonging  to  die  ^k6\s  of  die  Bank,  and  available  at  any  time^  and 
for  any  purpcfe,  that  fum  might  be  made  applicable  in  any  exigency 
to  diftiiaige  any  demand  which  might  occur ;  b«tt  that  could  not  be 
calkd  a  debt  where  there  were  no  means  of  claiming  the  fum  fo 
reckoned.  Govermneat  might  pay  off  that  fum  if  it  were  fo  irw 
di9i9d»  it  is  tiue  ^  hut  it  wa6.inapsobabie  that  a  wuuld  do  f^  ^  sua 
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was  it  at  preient  veiy  probable  that  Govcrnmertt  would  pay  it  off  in 
1 8 14,  that  bcin^  the  expiration  of  the  eighteen  years 'for  which  it 
was  obtained^  when  it  could  retain  the  ufe  of  it  for  fo  fmaU  an  in* 
tereft  as  three  per  cent.     There  was  no  power  in  the  Bank  to  com* 
pel  the  payment  of  this  money  at  any  period,  and  the  payment  of  it 
refted  folely  on  the  option  of  Government.     The  Bank,  as  a  cor- 
poration, was  merely  a  vehicle  for  managing  the  national  debt ;  and 
lb  long  as  the  national  debt  cxifted,  the  Bank  would  exift  alfo :  it 
would  be  a  corporation  to  the  end  of  time.     He  wilbed,  indeed,  it 
might  not  be  fo :  but  he  repeated  it  would  be  a  corporation  to  the 
end  of  time,  if  the  national  debt  remained  unpaid.     So  far,  then,  it 
was  evident,  that  the  eleven  millions  did  not  form  a  part  of  the  ca- 
pital ftock  of  the  Bank,  but  only  gave  it  an  annuity ;  and  this  was 
an  inltance,  he  would  not  fay  of  the  inaccuracy  or  deliberate  inten- 
tion to  roifreprefent  of  the  Committee,  but  of  a  ftatemcnt,  in  confe- 
quence  of  which  a  fort  of  impreflton  had  gone  abroad,  as  if  that 
money  were  immediately  applicable  to  any  object  of  national  relief. 
The  inquiry  then  would  be,  of  what  efieds  the  feventeen  millions 
are  compofed  which  are  to  defray  the  outftanding  engagements  of 
the  Bank  ;  they  confift,  of  courfe,  of  ca(h  in  hand,  of  other  dif- 
pofeable  Securities,  and  of  bills  which  the  Bank  has  difcounted.     If 
part  of  the  aflets,  then,  conlift  in  bills  which  have  been  difcounted, 
the  motion  6f  his  honourable  friend  (Mr.  Tiemey)  was  proper,  in 
defirine  to  know  the  increafe  or  decreafe  of  thofe  difcounts  ?  for  if 
the  Bank  were  to  continue  to  iflfue  frefli  difcounts,  whatever  might 
be  the  incredible  diftrefs  of  individuals,  according  to  the  honourable 
Baronet  (Sir  Benjamin  Hammet)  after  it  had  refufed  to  pay  its  own 
notes,  although  he  did  not  wi{h  to  give  his  opinion  of  the  propriety 
of  extending  its  difcounts,  he  was  obliged  fay,  that  the  difiicls  al 
individuals  was  the  only  excufe  for  fuch  a  meafure.     He  now  came 
to  examine  the  fituation  of  the  Bank  in  refped  to  Government. 
It  appeared  by  the  paper  on  the  table,  that  Government  owed 
9,964,0001.  to  th^  Bank,  which  remained  as  part  of  their  aifi^ts, 
and  the  permanent  fecurities  towards  defraying  the  13,770,000]. 
of  outdanding  demands  upon  it.     Now  what  had  been  the  conduct 
of  Government  in  this  affair,  but  the  moft  extraordinary  that  ever 
occurred  i     By  parity  of  reafoning,  let  any  gentleman  take  a  fap- 
pofeable  cafe  ^f  individuals  a£Kng  in  the  fame  way,  and  fee  how  it 
would  fiand.     If  a  merchant,  for  inftance,  had  af&ts  in  bonds, 
merchandize,  difcounts,  and  other  difpofeable  commodities,  to  the 
value  of   17,000!.  out  of  which  he  owed  to  various  creditors 
13,0001.,  but  had  on  the  per  contra  fide  of  his  accompt  io,ooo). 
due  to  him  by  one  man,  which  was  within  3,oool.  of  the  extent 
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of  his  engagements,  woidd  not  that  merchant  think  it  very  extraor- 
dinary condaSt  in  that  man^  if  he  fay,  *^  Sir»  I  undefAand  that  your 
aflairs  are  in  a  tickliih  way  ;  let  me  make'an  inquiry,  and  examine 
tfiem  ;  and  if  upon  a  ftrid  examination,  I  difcovcr  that  you  have 
wherewithal  in  due '  time  to  extricate  yourfelf  from  your  difficult 
ties,  and  difcharge  your  debts,  I  will  not  £iy  thsrt  I  may  not  gua- 
rantee them  for  you.''  Yet,  howfsver  abfurd  and  extraordinary  fuch 
a  mode  of  proceeding  might  appear,  fucl>  had  a<ftuaUy  been  the 
mode  of  proceeding  between  the  Government  and  the  Bank.  Tq 
go  back  to  the  comparifon — ^the  gentleman  would  fay,  ^^  .Why  do 
you  not  pay  me  the  money  you  owe  me  before  you  make  fuch  a  re- 
queft,  and  then  I  may  be  able  to  fatisfy  every  demand  without  your 
interference."  Such  (hould  have  been  the  conduSof  the  Diredorsof 
the  Bank  upon  the  prefent  ocpafion.  He  would  not  fay  that  the  Go- 
vernment had  not  been  highly  criminal ;  and  that  the  Diredors  of 
the  Bank  had  not  f»mmitted  great  errors.  He  might  be  blamed  at 
fuch  a  crilis  for  fpeaking  fo  plainly  ;  but  plain  dealing  was  now  the 
only  method  to  recover  public  credit.-  The  next  inquiry  u^as, 
lii^hether  the  Bank  had  defslined  all  at  once,  or  fufFered  a  gradual  de- 
creafe ;  and  if  the  latter  were  the  cafe,  how  happened  it  that  the 
fatal  efled^  which  enfued  were  not  forefeen,  nor  meafures  taken  to 
prevent  them  ?  About .  four  years  ago  the  Bank  increafed  their 
dividend  to  feven  per  cent,  which  indicated  a  growing  profpcrity ; 
and  granting  that  to  be  the  cafe,  could  they  have  declined  all  at 
once }  Wa«  the  Houfe  and  the  Public  to  imagine,  when  the  Bank 
pndertodc  to  fubfcribe  one  million  laft  year  towards  die  Loyalty 
Loan  of  eighteen  millions,  that  they  were  then  fuffering  a  gradual 
decreafe  i  becaufe  if  they  were,  how  happened  it  that  Government 
did  not  take  one  meafure  to  pay  the  debt,  or  any  part  of  it,  which  it 
pwed  to  the  Bank,  to  prevent  the  inconveniences  which  it  has  lately 
been  fubjeded  to,  but  on  the  contrary,  took  an  additional  fum  of 
pne  millipn  ?  It  appeared  as  if  it  had  almoft  been  the  delire  and 
plan  of  Government  to  reduce  the  Bank  to  fuch  a  Gtuation ;  and 
nothing  ihort  of  infatuation  on  the  part  of  the  Bank  could  have 
fiibmitted  to  fuch  condud.  If  the  prefent  difficulties  were  fore^ 
fieen.  why  did  the  Government  (hut  the  door  when  the  books  for 
the  fubfcription  of  the  Loyalty  Loan  of  eighteen  millions  were 
open,  and  when  people  from  every  part  of  the  kingdom  came  for- 
Mrard  with  their  money,  and  were  dtfappointed  ?  Why,  initead  of 
clofing  the  account  of  eighteen  millions,  did  they  not  extend  it  to 
thirty  millions,  when  t^ey  found  they  could  raifc  the  money  with  fo 
little  trouble  and  inconvenience  ?  Did  they  fear,  that  by  keeping 
the  books  open  for  the  receipt  of  a  larger  fum  than  they  had  origi- 
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rally  (bled,  they  ihould  deprefs  the  Funds  ?  AUowing  that  the 
Minifler  did  think  fo^  ought  he  not  to  have  deliberated  a  little,  and 
have  taken  fome  miliiona  more  to  pay  the  Bank,  with  a  temporary 
depreflion  of  the  Funds,  \f^hich  would  foon  have  rebounded  to  their 
ufual  ftandardy  than  have  ftibjeded  mercamtie  men  to  (o  mwh  dif- 
trefs  and  difficulty,  by  the  narrowiog  of  difcounts,  reduced  the 
Bank  to  (ach  a  deplorable  fituation,  deprefled  the  Funds  lower 
than  he  would  have  done  at  tliat  time,  and  given  fo  feveie  a  (hock 
to  public  credit  ?  .  If  the  Miniikr  did  not  know  of  the  gradual  do- 
crea(c  of  the  profperity  of  the  Bank,  and  did  not  forefoe  theife  con* 
lequenccs,  heftands  excufed;  but  then  there  will  be  much  blaifie 
and  error  of  judgement  imputabb  to  the  Bank.  What  then,  it 
mig^t  be  faid,  ought  not  the  Directors  of  the  Bank  to  lend  aflfift* 
anoe  to  Govcrnn)ent,  or  to  individuals,  in  cafes  of  temporary  diffi- 
culty, apd  on  permanent  fecurities  ?  Undoubtedly  if  they  could  do 
fb,  they  ought ;  but  let  them  fitA  recoiled  that  they  are  Qot  the 
Tru(kf»  of  the  Public,  nor  of  Gc^vrrnment  Funds,  font  the 
Tniilccs  of  Bank  Proprietors,  of  Widows,  and  of  Orphans  ; 
who,  if  tfaey  were  blindly  to  go  on  in  lending  unlimited  alBftance, 
muft  eventually  be  rtiiiKd*  Here,  then,  it  might  be  afked.  What 
pneafures  did  Government  purfue,  to  enable  the  Bank  |o  pay  its  out?- 
ftanding  engagement^  ?  It  would  naturally  be  fuppofed  that  ioav^ 
thing  was  done^  belides  the  prohibition  of  paying  in  fpecie.  It 
does  not  appear,  however,  th^t  any  thing  was  done  to  avoid  tho 
meafures  which  Govomment  adopted  Had  the  Bank  not  tb^ 
means  to  (hun  the  oilamity  ?  Certainly  th^  hady  for  theif  fuffi- 
dency  has  been  declared.  Did  the  Bank  call  in  any  of  the  debts 
which  were  due  to  them  ?  Did  it  narrow  its  difcounts  r  or  did  it 
difpofe  of  any  of  its  difpofeable  e(FeSs  ?  One  pf  thefe,  If  not  all, 
would  have  been  the  plan  of  a  merchant  to  retrieve  him^lf  in  a: 
iimilar  fltuation  ;  and  yet  not  one  of  thde  m.eafures  did  fhe  Bank 
adopt.  Why  did  they  not  fell  the  Loyalty  Loan  r  If  they  had  (oiA 
it,  tliey  might  have  fold  if  with  a  lofs  to  themfelves,  'tis  true ;  but 
do  not  moft  men  in  embarra(rcd  (ituations,  if  they  difpoie  of  their 
difpofeable  gSc&s  with  lofs  to  fatisfy  their  creditors,  (uikr  the  lo(a 
fhcmfelvcs  ?  The  Bank  Truilees  were  bound  to  do  jufticc  fo  their 
creditors,  to  their  truft,  and  to  themfelves ;  and  it  was  extraordi* 
nary<to  fee  wife  and  ju(l  men  like  them  brought  to  fuch  a  fituation* 
Upon  thcfc  grojunds,  therefore,  he  thought  it  his  duty  to  give  notice, 
that  he  ihould  to>nu}rrow  move  that  immediate  fteps  be  taken  to 
pay  the  money  advanced  by  the  Directors  of  the  Bank  to  Go* 
vcrnmcnt. 

Mr.  HARRISON  faid  he  was  ftady  to  giyeevoy 
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tion  cm  bufinefs  of  fuch  importance  both  to  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  oppolite^  and  his  honourable  friend.  As  in  compliance 
with  the  wilhes  of  the  former,  he  deferred  the  motion  of  which  he 
had  given  noticci  he  meant  to  have  brought  it  forw^td  to-niorrow 
(this  day]  but  finding  that  woald  be  Inconvenient  to  his  honourable 
friend,  he  was  again  willing  to  poilpone  it,  provided  a  day  could  be 
j)recifcly  fixed.  He  therefore  gave  notice  that  he  ihould  bring  it 
forward  on  Monday,  if  an  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Ellis)  would 
defer  his  motion,  which  flood  fqr  the  order  of  that  day. 

Mr.  ELLIS  confented,  and  waved. his  intended  r:;otion  refpcc* 
ting  the  flave  trade  to  next  Thurfday. 

Mr.  FOX  finding  it  would  be  inconvenient,  in  the  prefent 
fituation  of  affairs,  to  bring  his  promifed  motion  forward  for  a  re- 
peal of  the  two  bills  pafled  the  laft  Seflion  of  Parliament  for  the 
better  fecurity  of  His  Majefty's  perfon  and  government,  difcharged 
his  order  for  that  motion  to-morrow,  to  to-morrow  fortnight. 

The  order  of  the  day  for  the  Houfis  to  take  into  confideration  the 
Report  of  the  Committee  of  Secrecy,  appointed  to*  inquire  into  the 
affairs  of  the  Bank,  having  been  read, 

Mr.  FOX  moved,  "  That  on  account  of  the  convenience  of 
fpeaking  oftener  than  once,  the  Reports  might  be  taken  into  confi- 
deration  in  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe." 

The  Houfe  having  refolved  itfelf  into  faid  Committee,  Mr.  Syl* 
vefier  Douglas  in  the  chair, 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  delivered  himfclf  as  follows :  I  rife  ia 
confequence  of  the  notice  which  I  gave  on  a  former  day  of  my  in* 
tention  to  make  fome  propofitions  on  the  prefent  (hite  of  public  af-  * 
fairs,  grounded  x)n  the  Reports  of  the  Secret  Committee  appointed 
to  inquire  into  the  affairs  of  the  Bank,  and  the  neceflity  of  providing 
for  the  continuance  of  the  operation  of  the  Order  in  Council  of  the 
26th  of  February  lafl.  Thefe  Reports  relate  to  two  diflindl  points 
-—the  flate  of  the  funds  of  the  Bank,  and  the  neceffity  of  continu- 
ing the  reftridion  by  which  the  iflue  of  fpecie  is  at  prefent  fufpended. 
With  refped  to  the  firfi  point,  there  undoubtedly  appeared  from 
the  beginning  of  the  difcufTion  an  almoft  univerfal  perfuafion  of  the 
folidity  of  the  funds  of  that  Corporation.  It  was  the  opinion  of 
thofe  who  were  moft  interefted  in  its  concerns,  and  it  was  readily 
adopted  by  perfons  more  immediately  converfant  in  pecuniary  tran* 
factions,  who  evinced  the  fincerity  of  their  confidence  by  the  mea- 
fures  which  they  at  firft  adopted,  and  the  line  of  conduA  they  have 
fincc  .purfued.  The  Report  of  the  Seled  Committee  confirmed 
the  general  impreffion  refpeding  the  ftability  of  its  refourccs ;  and 
never  till  this  day  had  he   heard  them  quefiioncd.     That  their 
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aflfits  greatly  exceed  all  demands  which  can  be  made  on  them  can- 
not be  difputed.     The  only  part  of  the  honourable  gentleman's 
(Mr.  Sheridan)  fpecch  On  which  I  find  myfclf  called  upon  to  make 
any  obfervations,  was  that  in  which  he  denied  that  the  eleven  mil- 
lion^ due  from  Government,  to  the  Bank  formed  any  part  of  its 
funds.     The  fa£t  is,  the   fum  of  eleven  millions  is  the  original 
capital  of  that  Corporation.     The  fccurity  of  every  trader  is  the 
original  capital  that  he  has  embarked  in  trade  ;  to  deny,  therefore, 
that  the  original  capital  of  the  Bank,  if  it  ftill  remains  unimpaired 
aod  fecure,  is^part  of  their  aiTetS)  is  to  deny  every  mercantile  prin- 
ciple upon  which  fecurity  is  conftrudled  or  trade  carried  on.  When 
we  look  at  the  ultimate  folidity  of  the  funds  of  the  Bank  (and  it  is 
to  their  ultimate  folidity  that,  at  prefent,  we  ought  to  look),  we  mud 
look  at  their  original  capital,  at  the  amount  of  their  good  debt,  in 
ihort,  at  e\xry  fpecies  of  property  which  is  available  for  the  liquida- 
tion of  their  outfianding  demands.     The  honourable  gentleman 
fcems  in  his  ideas  to  have  confounded  the  amount  of  the  property  of 
the  Bank  with  another  queftion  wholly  diftin^f^  from  this ;  how  far 
the  Bank  has  carried  on  an  advantageous  trade  ?   If  we  were  to 
conlider  this  queftion,  the  original  capital  could  not  certainly  be 
brought  into  the  account  of  gain.      If  the  capital  was  dimini(hed, 
then  they  would  have  lo{l  by  their  trade,  and  if  it  was  increafed, 
they  would  have  gained,   but  the  capital  in  its  original  (iate  could 
not  be  placed  in  the  account  of  gain.    This  is  a  queftion,  however, 
quite  foreign  to  the  prefent  fubjedt  of  difcuflion.      It  is^  not  our  bu- 
fincfs  to  inquire,  for  we  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  internal  eco- 
nomy of  the  Bank.     Confidering  it  as  a  Corporation,  it  is  fufBcient 
for  the  public  to  khow  that  it  is  a  rich  Corporation,  and  that,  were 
it  now  to  clofe  its  accounts,  it  could  divide  among  the  holders  of 
(lock  a  fiim  confiderably  larger  than  the  capital  which  they  origi- 
nally embarked  in  the  firm.     The  honourable  gentleman  contends 
that  this  debt  of  eleven  millions  is  not  demandable  from  Govern- 
ment by  the  Bank,  and  that  it  ought  only  to  be  confidered  as  the 
principal  of  a  three  per  cent,  annuity.     But  if  Government  found 
that  the  Bank  was  unfit  for  bulinefs,  would  it  continue  in  its  hands 
the  monopoly  of  a  bufinefs  which  it  cannot  manage,  and  whenever 
'  this  monopoly  is  taken  from  them,  this  fum* of  eleven  millions  muft 
be  repaid?  The  objed  of  inquiry  was  to  afcertain  the -ultimate  foli- 
dity of  the  Bnqlc     Its  ultimate  folidity  is  afTerted  in  the  Report  of 
the  Secret  Committee  upon  your  table ;  and  fo  far  from  being  liable 
to  an??  of  the  animadverfions  of  the  honourable  gentleman  in  the  in* 
quiry,  the  Committee  would  not  have  done  their  duty  had  they  not 
included  this  eleven  millions  among  its  s^ets.     This  is  a  part  of 
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tlieir  debt,  which  refe  upon  the  beft  poflible  fecurhy,  bccaufe  it  rcfts 
upon  the  aggregate  powers  of  the  country.     The  Report  of  the 
Committee  then  confirms  the  opinion  of  the  ({ability  of  the  Bank, 
an  opinion  in  which  I  had  formerly  the  fatisfaflion  of  hearing  every 
pcrfon  concur,  and  which  even  the  honourable  gentleman  himfclf 
expreffed  molt  decidedly,  when  the  bufinefs  was  under  difcuflion  oa 
a  former  day.      But  the  inquiry  into  the  ftate  of  the  funds  of  the 
Bank  is  nearly  coiinei9£d  with  the  que(\ion  of  tht  general  policy  of 
fufpcnding  for  a  time  its  payments  in  fpecie.     A  fufpcnfion  of  thcfc 
payments  is  a  ftep  which  certainly  ought  not  to  be  taken  excepting 
in  a  cafe  of  the  moft  urgent  ncccfiity.      If  this  nccciTity,  however, 
at  prefcnt  exifts,  and,  after  the  Report  of  the  Secret  Committee  it 
cannot  admit  of  doubt,  we  muft  fubmit  to  the  adoption  of  a  mea« 
fure,  which  certainly  it  would  be  defirable  in  other  circumftances  to 
avoid,  not,  however,  withoui'  the  important  confolation  that,  not- 
withftanding  the  temporary  embarraiTments  arifing  from -a  combi- 
nation of  caufes  afterwards  to  be  inquired  into,  there'  are  funds 
amply  fuflicient  for  the  fecurity  of  tliofc  who  cannot  have  their  de- 
mands fatisfied  for  a  time.     When  I  come  to  confidcr  the  fecond 
Report,  with  all  due  refpcct  for  the  Committee,  I  muft  own  that 
I  lament  exceedingly,  their  having  confined  themfelves  within  nar- 
rower limits  than  what  I  underftood  to  be  the  province  of  their  in- 
quiry.    We  had  formerly  fome  difcuflion  upon  the  difficulty  of 
difcriminating  precifely  between  the  cxiftence  of  the  ncccflity  aod 
the  caufc  by  which  it  has  been  produced,  and  perhaps  it  is  impollible 
to  draw  the  exad  line  between  them.     But  without  entering  at  all 
into  minute  dii^in6\ions,  plain  fenfe  teaches  us  that  there  is  a  differ- 
ence between  an  event  and  its  caufe.     And  when  a  Committee  was 
appointed  to  inquire  into  the  ncceffity  of  the  Bank  fiifpending  its 
payment  in  fpecie,  I  did  conceive  that  they  would  have  inquired  into 
the  ncccflTity  of  taking,  as  well  as  of  continuing  the  meafure.     They 
have  only  reported,  however,  upon  the  neceflity  of  continuing  it, 
without  exprefling  any  opinion  upon  the  propriety  of  having  adopted 
it.     But  according  to  this  Report,  it  now  appears  to  be  ncccflary. 
I  admit  that  it  may  have  become  neccffary,  merely  in  confequcncc 
of  having  been  adopted  ;.in  reafoning  therefore  upon  its  continuance, 
I  fliaJl  not  confider  tiie  Reports  as  fandioning  the  iffuc  of  the  Order 
in  Council.      I  cannot  read  the  Report,  however,  without  believing 
it  to  have  been  the  opinion  of  the  Committee,  that  the  continuantc 
of  its  operation  is  ncceflar)'  for  a  time  ;  for  what  time  is  another 
queftio.i ;  I  certainly  feel  the  neceflity  of  it  on  very  different  grounds, 
than  bcrxiife  it  has  once  been  taken ;  but  all  I  wi(h  now  is,  that  the 
Houfe  will  proceed  upon  tl  e  recommendation  of  the  Committee. 
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What  may  be  the  proper  time  for  continuing  itf  and  how  far  it  may 
be  proper  to  entruft  Government  with  the  power  of  fliprtening  the  defi- 
nite time  that  may  be  fixed,  or  how  far  it  may  be  wife  to  leave  it  to 
their  difcretion  to  prolong  the  period  of  its  opcradon,  if  it  fhould  be 
neceffary  beyond  that  definite  time ;  will  be  matter  for  difcuflion  in 
the  progrcfs  of  the  bill.     I  (hall  now  only  move,  that  the  Chairman 
be  direded  to  move  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill,  to  continue  and 
confirm  the  Order  in  Council  of  the  26th  of  February,  for  a  umc 
to  be  limited.    The  Houfe  will  feel  that  by  agreeing  to  this  m9tion, 
they  will  fandion  the  prohibition  with  their  Icgiflative  authority, 
and  the  confequent  propriety  of  extending  their  proteSion  at  the 
fame  time  that  they  extend  their  authority.      Jt  will  be  eafily  fecn 
that  I  allude  to  a  Bill  of  Indmnity  to  thofe  who  upon  their  own  re- 
fponfibility  ifi'ued  an  Order,  which  certainly  was  illegal,  and  could 
only  be  juftified  by  the  urgent  neceffity  of  the  moment.  I  am  aware 
that  it  does  not  yet  appear,  whether  Miniftcrs  ought  or  ought  not  to 
be  indemnified,  nor  do  I  think  that  this  is  the  proper  time  for  fuch 
a  difcufliqn,  bccaufc  Parliament  cannot  form  any  judgement  of  a 
mpafure  profefling  to  have  been  taken  on  ncccfllry,  till  the  exiftencp 
of  that  neceflity  is  afccrtaincd.     The  honournble  gentleman  (Mr. 
Sheridan)  has  thrown  out  fome  doubts  refpedling  the  neceflity  of 
continuing  the  mcafure,  and  thefe  doubts  are  founded  upon  the  ne- 
ceflity of  adopting  it.     But,  I  underftood  that  \t  was  decidedly  the 
fenfe  of  the  Houfe,  that  the  neceflity  of  adopting  as  well  as  of  con- 
tinuing the  meafufe,  was  a  fubjcA  proper  only  for  difcuffion  in  a 
Secret  Committee  ;  for  furely  the  neccflTity  of  taking  the  meafure 
was  a  queflion  of  as  great  delicacy,  and  in  the  agitation  of  which  as 
much  caution  ought  t6  be  obferved,  as  the  neceflity  of  continuing  it. 
Since  then  the  fubjedt  can  only  come  with  propriety  before  a  Secret 
Committee,  I  hope  I  fhall  be  excufed  from  debating  it  on  the  pre- 
fcnt  occafion.     But  the  honourable  gentleman  brings  his  ai^guments 
near  to  the  prefent  fubjeft,  when  he  maintains  that  were  Govern- 
ment to  difcharge  the  debts  they  owe  to  the  Bank,  this  would  do 
away  the  neccflTity  of  adopting,  or  rather  of  fandiontng,  the  prefent 
meafure.  '  I  am  here  entitled  to  aflume  that  at  leafl  he  muft  fee 
things  in  a  diflerent  point  of  view  from  the  Committee,  fincc  ihk 
naturally  came  within  the  province  of  their  inquiry,  and  has  not  been 
fuggefled  by  them  as'a  meafure  adequate  to  meet  the  neceflity  of  the 
times.     But  with  refpeifl  to  the  meafure  itfelf,  I  (hall  not  pretend 
to  fay,  how  far  it  may  r\ot  be  applicable  in  future  as  a  remedy  for 
fome  of  thofe  evils  which  may  have  contributed  to  produce  the  pre- 
sent neceflity  ;  all  I  will  maintain,  and  it  is  enough  for  my  prefent 
nurpofe,  is^  that  it  is  not  a  meafure  at  all  calculated,  even  fuppoSng 
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that  could  be  inftantly  executed,  to  operate  as  a  remedy  for  the  diffi- 
culties of  the  moment.     But  the  honourable  gerrtleman  did  not  re- 
colled  that  a  meafure  of  the  nature  that   he   propofes    requires    . 
confiderablc  previous  arrangement ;  that  it  muft  be  fubjeft  to  meet 
difcuflion,  and  that  a  great  deal  of  time  muft  neccffarily  elapfe  be- 
fore it  can  take  efFedt.     The  remedy  then  which  he  fu^efts  is  a 
proof  itfelf,  that  in  the  interval,  the, meafure  which  has  been  already 
taken,  ought  to  be  continued.      He  expreflcs  a  hope,  that  I  will 
not  be  fo  childifli  as  to  deny,  that  were  Government  to  pay  the 
debts  they  owe  to  the  Bank,  it  would  not  operate  as  a  relief  to  that 
Corporation,  becaufc  it  would  not  be  paid  off  in  cafh.     Now,  Sir, 
it  is  very  eafy  to  apply  this  or  any  other  epithet  to  this  or  any  other 
argument,  and  it  would  be  very  eafy  for  me  to  apply  the  fame  epithet 
to  a  contrary  opinion,  and  leave  the  Houfc  to  judge  between  us ; 
but  notwithftanding  the  epithet,  I  will  venture  to  affert  that  though 
Government  were  to  pay  all  the  debt  they  owe  to  the  bank,  it  would 
not  go  to  alter  the  quantity  of  cafti.      And  if  the  objeft  be  to  re- 
cftablifti  a  due  proportion  between  the  ca(h  and  the  notes  of  the 
Bank,  I  will  put  it  to  any  mercantile  man  in  the  Houfc  whether 
this  can  be  done  without  increafing  this  ca(h,  but  merely  by  taking 
their  notes  out  of  circulation.     A  confidcrable  reduction  of  notes 
may  be  wife,  but  to  pay  -off  all  the  debt  due  by  Government  to  the 
Bank  is  neither  pradticablc  within  a  fhort  time,   nor  even  though 
it  were  pradlicable,  would  it  have  the  dcfired  effedi.     The  firft 
motioii,  therefore,  which  1  (hallpropofe  is,  that  the  operation  of  the 
Order  in  Council  ftiall  be  continued  under  the  authority  of  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Lcgiflature  for  a  time  to  be  Wu  itcd  ;  and  if  this  mo- 
tion is  agreed  to,  I  (hall  then  propofe  that,  the  fame  Corpmittec 
(hall  be  revived,  in  order  to  inquire  into  the  nccrflity  of  taking  the 
meafure,  and  alfo  to  inveftigate  the  caufes  which  gave  rife  to  that 
ncceflity.     There  is  another  motion  of  which  I  gave  notice,  and 
which  I  (hall  certainly  take  an  early  opportunity  of  fubmitting  to  the 
Houfe,  namely',  that  a  SeleS  Committee  be  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  whole  ftate  of  the  finances  of  the  country.     Steps  cannot 
be  taken  too  foon  to  afcertain  and  put  upon  record  every  thing  that 
relates  to  the  real  (ituation  and  refoarces  of  the  countrv  ;  and  in 
that  profpeft  I  (hall,  only  fay  that  I  entertain  the  moft  fanguinc 
hopes  that,  however  fevcrely  we  may  feel  the  prelTure  of  prefcnt 
difficulties,  whatever '  difference  of  opinion  may  prevail  refpe6ling 
the  condu<5t  of  Government,  and  however  much  the  nation  may 
feel  from  the  variety  and  weight  of  its  burdens,  the  wealth  of  the 
country  is  great,  and  that  it  ftill  pofTcflTes  a  vaft  extent  of  folid  re- 
fources.     I  wi(h  010ft  earneftly  that  this  inquiry  may  extend  as  far 
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is  confidently  with  propriety  and  a  due  regard  to  the  pabGc  fervice 
it  can  be  carried.  It  is  my  defire  that  it  may  embrace  the  whole 
amount  of  the  burden^  incurred  (ince  the  commencement  of  the 
war>  and  the  means  provided  for  defraying  them ;  the  whole  amount 
of  the  burdens  that  may  be  -neceilary  for  the  prefcnt  year,  accom* 
pspiied  with  the  examination  of  the  meafures  which  have  been 
taken  for  the  redudiion  of  the  national  debt,  together  with  a  fcro- 
tiny  into  the  public  expences,  with  a  view  if  poflible  to  abridgp 
them,  confiftently  with  the  interefts  of  the  public  fervice.-  I  wo'uki 
caution  gentlemen,  however,  againft  rafhly  deciding  upon  the  pofli- 
bility  of  this  rcdu6lion,  before  they  inquire  whether  the  fervice 
performed  can  either  be  difpcnfcd  with  or  purchafed  at  a  cheaper 
rate.  On  thefe  grounds  I  Hiall  move,  That  tl^  Chairman  be  in- 
ftru<3ed  to  move  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  confirm  and  continue 
tlie  Order  in  Council  of  the  26th  of  February,  for  a  time  to  be 
limited. 

Mr.  FOX  fpoke  to  the  following  effc^  :  — Before  I  proceed  to 
confider  the  different  points  which  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
propofes  to  fubmit  to  the  Houfe,  I  murt  beg  leave  to  fiiy  a  few  words 
with  regnrd  to  the  firft  Report  of  the  Secret  Committee,  and  their 
Aatcment  of  the  affcts  of  which  the  Bank  is  pofliffcd.  I  think 
tliat  the  Committee  did  what  was  fair  in  dating  to  the  Houfe  the 
fum  of  eleven  millions  of  permanent  debt  due  by  Government,  bc- 
caufe  in  the  manner  in  which  it  was  flated  there  could  be  no  inten- 
tion to  deceive,  as  the  Committee  could  not  but  be  fenfible  that  the 
Houfe  would  underdand  the  true  nature  of  this  debt,  and  the  pro- 
per light  in  which  it  was  to  be  viewed.  I  nevcrthelefs  think  that 
my  honourable  friend  (Mr.  Sheridan)  was  perfe(31y  corrcft  in  the 
obfervations  he  made  upon  this  fubjcd\.  Is  there  any  man  fo  igno- 
rant— can  there  beany  Member  of  the  Houfe  fo  ill  informed,  as  to 
confider  that  fum  as  available  to  ils  utmoll  extent,  or.aflTets  which 
in  cafe  of  necefiity  the  Bank  could  employ  r  It  is  iix  fadt  an  annuity 
of  330,0001.  which  Government  may  or  may  not,  as  it  thinks 
proper,  redeem.  But,  fays  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  if  the 
Bank  (hould  ceafe  to  anfwer  the  purpofes  for  which  it  was  intended, 
and  terminate  its  operations,  you  can  withdraw  the  monopoly  which 
you  have  allowed  it.  But  without  fuppofing  a  cafe  of  abfolute 
luin  and  total  annihilation,  may  not  the  Bank  be  placed  in  a  fitua- 
tioh  in  which  it  is  dcfirous  to  redeem  its  debts,  and  to  avail  itfclf  of 
all  its  means  ?  In  this  cafe  you  mufl  confider  to  what  extent  this 
fum  could  be  reckoned  upon,  and  hot\'  far  it  would  be  available.  In 
this  view  then,  it  muft  be  evident  to  every  one,  that  this  i\xm  of 
eleven  millions  cannot  be  taken  as  an  effedtual  debt  to  that  ariKunt 
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^equal  to  fach  a  demand,    but  only  as  a  redeemable  annuity  of 
330,0001.     The  right  honourable  gentleman  fays,  that  the  firft 
Report  of  the  Committee  has  had  the  cfFcfl  to  confirm  the  opinion 
which  previoufly  obtained  of  the  Bank  of  the  complete  folvency^ 
Upon  tliis  point,  I  confcfs,  that  my  fcntirfjonts  are  prccifcly  the 
fame  they  were  before/   Yet,  I  muft  confider  the  Report  as  produc- 
tive of,  at  leaft,  one  very  ufeful  and  important  confcquepce,  if  it 
has  induced  the  right  honourable  gentleman  to  abandon  the  inten- 
tion which  he  announced  of  guaranteeing  the  notes  of  the  Bank 
with  the  fandton  of  Government ;  from  the  fulleft  refleflion  I 
am  convinced  that  the  more  you  identify  the  Bank  with  the  Govern- 
incnt,  the  more  you  make  it  dependant  upon  the  mcafures  of  Ad- 
miniftration  ;  the  more  you  cement  an  union,  calculated  jot  for  per- 
manent good,  but  for  temporary  expediency,  you  increafc  the  fourcc 
from  which  our  misfortunes  have  fprung,  and  caufe  a  great  addi- 
tional calamity  to  thofe  with  which  the  country  is  already  oppreffed. 
With  regard  to  the  fccond  Report  of  the  Committee,  the  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman  laments  that  the  Report  is  fo  limited  ;  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  and  the  Houfe  will  do  me  the  juftice  to  ac- 
knowledge, that  upon  a  former  difcuffion,  I  ftated  that  the  words  of 
the  reference  to  the  Committee  did  limit  their  inquiries,  an  opinion 
whicli  the  Committee,  by  their  Report,- have  proved  to  have  been 
well  founded.     The  right  honourable  gentleman  fays,  that  they 
ought  to  have  ]gone  into  the  ncceflity  which  produced  the  Order  of 
Council ;  to  ah  inveftigation  of  this  kind,  it  was  cffcntial  that  ah 
inquiry  into  the  caufes  fhould  take  place ;  what  were  to  be  confi- 
dered  as  proximate  and  what  remote  caufes,  or  into  what  extent  the 
inquiry  fhould  branch,  were  fubjefis  for  the  difcretionof  tfie  Com- 
mittee, as  the  right  honourable  gentleman  •himfelf  had  admitted  ; 
but  to  have  enabled  the  Committee  to  enter  upon  the  inquiry  to  any 
good,  and  to  have  pu|  it  in  their  power  to  cxercife  that  difcretion. 
the  Order  under  which  they  were  to  .a<5l  mould  have  been  large  and 
comprchenfive,  affording  a  latitude  which  difcretion  (hould  modify ; 
but  with  regard  to  what  the  Committee  a£Vually  have  reported,  I 
muft  confefs  that  it  appears  to  me,  that  they  have  reported  nothing 
that  is  not  fclf  evident.     There  is  nofubtle,  no  metaphyfical  dif- 
tin<Slion  neccffary  to  demonftrate  that  there  exifts  a  very  great  dif- 
ference between  the  neceffity  of  at  firft  reforting  to  the  meafure  and 
.  the  neceffity  of  continuing  it.     I  have  no  hefitation  to  fay,  that  the 
very  ifluing  and  atfHng  upon  fuch  a  meafure  creates  the  neceflity  of 
its  continuance.     Whatever  may  be  thought  of  the  cmbarraflments 
which  previoufly  exifted,  and  the  demand  on  which  it  was  imme- 
diately founded^  there  can  be  no  difference  of  opinion  a^  to  the  run 
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which  would  enfue^  and  the  drain  which  would  be  experienced,  on 
the  order  being  abruptly  taken  off.     Although  I  thus  recognize 
the  neceflity  of  continuing  the  Order  for  fome  time,  it  does  not  fol- 
low that  we  (hould  be  infenfible  of  the  importance  of  my  honourable 
friend's  obfervations.     I  confefs  I  am  not  fo  fanguine  of  the  effects 
of  the  mcafure  he  propofes,  as  to  imagine  that  it  will  fuperfede  the 
neceflity  of  continuing  the  Order  of  Council,  but  I  am  convinced  it 
will  tend  to  limit  its  duration.     The  right  honourable  gentleman 
fays,  that  my  honourable  friend's  propofal  requires  time  in  order 
to  produce  any  good  effedl.     Admitted  \  and  this  is  the  very  rea- 
fon  why  it  ought  to  be  adopted  ;  but  there  is  another  reafon  why 
we  ought  to  embrace  it,  which,  ia  a  moment  fo  critical  as  the  prc- 
fent,  ought  to  be  felt  with  the  deeped  intered,  and  to  operate  with 
the  greated  energy.     It  is  the  performance  of  the  mod  facred  duty 
to  the  Houfe  and  to  the  country.     It  involves  the  chara<9er  of  the 
public  reprefentativcs,  and  the  honour  of  the  nation.  ^  If  the  Order 
of  Council  be  not  merely  a  notification  that  the  Bank  is  not  to 
make  payments  in  caih,  if  it  is  not  merely  accident  which  turns 
the  finances  from  their  ufual  channel,  but  a^  blow  to  public  credit, 
and  a  wound  to  the  public  profperity  ;  if  we  are  compelled  by  diie 
necefliity  to  continue  fo  fatal,  fo  eventful  a  meafure,  we  ought  at 
lead  to  accompany  it  with  the  fubdantial  and  confolatary  convidlion, 
that  we  are  taking  meafures  to  remove  its  neceflity,  and  to  lim>t 
its  duration.     At  prefent  I  beg  the  quedion,  that  the  payment  to 
the  Bank  which  my  honourable  friend  propofes  woul4  produce  the 
diefired  efieft ;  at  lead  it  would  be  important  to  {bow  to  the  world 
that  we  are  eager  to  apply  a  remedy  to  the  didrefles  tmder  which 
we^  labour.     In  the  lawful  circumdaoces  of  being  compelled  to 
avow,  and  to  fandiqn  by  legiflative  authority  an  aA  of  bankruptcy, 
it  is  fome  confolation  to  think  that  we  accompany  it  with  a  meafure 
that  tends  to  prevent  its  fatal  confcqaences.     It  is  weighty  and 
important  for  the  public  to  fee  that  their  YepreferitatiVes  are  alive  to 
the  ferioufncfs  of  their  (ituatioh,  and  a£live  to  repair  the  calamities 
to  which  the  country  is  reduced ;  but  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man fays,  that  as  the  payment  which  Governm^t  could  make  to 
the  Bank  mud  be  in  paper,  it  could  not  have  the  tfk€t  of  enabling; 
the  Bank  to  make  their  payments  in  cafli.     Here  I  beg  leave  to 
refer  to  what  the  right  honourable  gentleman  faid  on  a  former  oc- 
cafion,  that  the  advances  by  tl^c  Bank  to  Government  were  in  pa- 
per.    Without  determining  whether  the  epithet  of  childidi  is  judly 
applied  to  the  right  honourable  gentleman's  argument,  or  what  other 
epithet  belongs  to  it;  I  mud  fay,  however,  that  his  didindion  is  not 
a  little  extraordinary.     Docs  it  not  occur  to  every  gentleman  in 
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the  Houfe,  however,  thit  there  is  a  very  great  difFercnce  between 
paper  equivalent  to  ca(h,  and  paper  for  which  cafti  cannot  be  ob- 
tained ?     When  the'Bank  advanced  five  millions,  for  inftance,  of 
paper  convertible  into  caih,  that  paper  iffued  by  Government  for 
various  fcrvices  became  fo  much  additional  paper,  for   which  the 
Bank  was  liable  to  be  cilled  upon  for  caih.  The  cafe  now,  indeed, 
is  far  different.      It  cc^ainly  is  Icfs  relief  to  the  Bank  to  pay  in 
paper  than  pay  in  fpecic:  you  do  not  in  die  one  cafe  pofuively  add 
to  the  quantity  of  fpecic' which  the  Bank  poffeflcs,  but  you  may  di- 
minish the  amount  of  the  paper  for  which  they  are  liable,  and  fo  in- 
crcafc  their  ability  to  meet  what  remains.      Upon  this  important 
point!  cannot  agree  with  the  right  honourable  gentleman.      If  ycu 
do  pay  in  paper,  you  at  lead  dimifh  the  dirpro;#>rtion  between  cafti 
and  paper,  which  certainly  adds  greatly  to  the  prefent  embarraiV- 
ments.      In  the  view  of  the  cafe  which  the  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman holds  out,  the  difficulties  which  the  country  experiences  arc 
owing  to  the  want  of  a  circulating,.mcdium,  Government  prevent- 
ing the  Bank  from  incrcafing  the  circulating  medium,  is  in  their' 
own  view  of  the  fubjed  an  evil  to  be  removed.      1  have  no  hefita- 
tion  in  faying,  however,  that  the  moftdefirablc  mode  of  remedying 
the  embarraffment  which  the  Bank  experiences,  would  be  by  an 
incrcafe  of  cafh  ;  but  if  the  difproportion  between  fpecie  and  paper 
produced  that  (late  of  things  which  terminated  in  a  public  aft  of 
bankruptc)',  and  a  notorious  breach  of  faith,  I  confider  a  diminution 
of  the  quantity  by  a  payment  in  paper  would  contribute  to  lelTen  the 
evil  uuJcr  which  we  now  labour-     With  regard  to  the  fundiipns  of 
tile  Bank,  I  difs^rce  entirely  from  the  right  honourable  gentleman. 
The  Bank  fliould  do  nothing  inconfiftent  with  the  intereft  of  the 
proprietors  for  whom  they  aft.     When  the  Direftors  of  the  Bank 
confider  the  public  intcrcfl,  inftead  of  that  of  the  Proprietors,  they 
depart  from  their  proper  fphere,  and  the  effeft  of  their  conduft  is 
to  facrificc  their  private  intereft  and  the  public  good.    Let  the  func- 
tions of  the  Bank  and  of  Piyrliament  be  kept  diftinft,  and  they  are 
both  exercifcd  to  the  public  advantage.     Let  the  Direftors  of  the 
Bmk  purfuc  their  private  interefts,  and  attend  their  own  concerns  ; 
let  Parliament  and  Minifters  devote  their  attention  to  public  mea- 
fures :  this  is  an  arrangement  which  fuits  better  with  their  refpec- 
ti\^c  objefts,  and  conduces  beft  to  their  proper  ends,  inftead  of  that 
uaiun  of  duties  in  which  every  thing  is  confounded,  and  that  dif- 
traftion  of  purfuits  in  which  everj'  thing  is  dcAroycd.     That  a  di- 
minution of  difcount  and  of  the  iflue  of  paper  ought  to  take  place, 
I  have  no  difliculty  in  faying.     That  this  would  be  attended  with 
inconvenience  cannot  be  doubted*     Biit,  on  the  other  tvand,  this 
Vol.  I.  ^   K  " 
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inconvenience  ought  to  be  compared  with  thofc  no  lefs  real  evils 
which  it  would  tend  to  remove.  The  advantages  and  diradvan-> 
tages  ought  to  be  balanced  ;  the  Houfc  ihould  determine  whether 
any  of  the  confcquences  which  it  would  involve,  are  equal  to  the 
mifchicfs  which  our  prefent  ftate  prefents.  In  reality  the  Bank 
ought  to  be  viewed  as  unconnected  with  Government.  That  they 
ought  to  regard  the  public  intereft  is  certainly  true,  but  this  objcft 
they  arc  moft  likely  to  attain  by  a  wife  profecution  of  their  own. 
I  know  nothing  in  the  Charter  of  the  Bank  that  binds  them  to  dif* 
count  to  any  particular  extent,  or  to  difcount  at  all.  I-find,  how- 
ever, from  the  experience  of  one  hundred  happy  years,  that  they 
have  gone  on  in  fupplying  this  accommodation  with  advantage  to 
thcmfelves  and  to  the  public.  The  Bank,  however,  muft  have 
been  aware  of  the  (itpation  in  which  they  were  placed  ;  they  muft 
have  been  fenfible  that  the  drain  of  cafti  they  experienced  would  re* 
dnce  them  to  a  ftate  when  they  could  no  longer  pay  in  fpccie.  They 
do  not  feem  upon  this  profpeift  to  have  a6ted  with  that  prudence 
and  difcrction  which  they  ought  to  havq  exerted.  They  ought  to 
have  adopted  meafures  to  increafe  their  cafti,  and  to  diminifti  the 
paper  which  caufed  the  demand.  They  ought  to  have  done  what, 
in  (imilar  circumftances,  a  prudent  individual  would  have  done. 
They  ought  to  have  narrowed  their  concerns  for  a  time,  to  gain 
that  credit  which  would  afterwards  haf  e  enabled  them  to  have  pur- 
fucd  their  operations  with  increafcd  profperity  and  fuccefs.  The 
condudl  which  the  Minifter  thought  proper  to  prefcribe,  however, 
was  direflly  the  reverfe.  He  boldly  refolved  to  defraud  the  pub- 
lic creditor,  to  violate  the  faith  of  all  engagements,  rather  than  that 
the  Bank  fliould  narrow  their  difcounts,  or  difcontinuc  their  ad- 
vances to  Government.  I  fliall  afk,  how  are  you  to  increafe  the 
quantity  of  cafli  in  proportion  to  the  incrcafed  circulation  of  paper? 
To  increafe  its  quantity  is  not  in  your  power — but  do  at  leaft  what 
you  can  —avail  yourfelves  of  the  remedy  you  poflcfs  ;  diminifti  the 
quantity  of  paper,  arid  reduce  that  difproportion  which  exifts  between 
paper  and  fpeclc.  This,  at  leaft,  is  in  your  power,  and  to  a  certaia 
extent  its  good  efFcds  will  be  felt.  Does  the  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman think  that  by  giving  a  forced  circulation  to  paper,  he  will 
be  able  to  draw  cafti  frorh  the  lurking  places  to  which  it  may, have 
retired,  or  turn  the  courfe  of  foreign  exchange  fo  much  in  our  fa- 
vour as  to  remove  the  difficulties  under  which  we  labour  ?  It  may 
be  faid  that  in  this  manner  you  ftrike  at  commerce,  you  fufpend  in- 
duftry,  and  ftrike  at  the  fources  of  revenue.  There  arc  certainly 
many  nice  confiderations  upon  the  fubjcdl  which  are  not  to  be 
lightly  treated.     It  is  one  of  the  accumulated  evils  of  our  fituationi 
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that  it  is  impoflible  to  embrace  any  remedy  which  applies  to  the  evil 
which  affedts  the  country  upon  the  one  hand,  without  committing 
fome  injury  to  it  upon  the  other.  He  who  talks  of  plans,  of  pofi- 
tivc  plans  to  go  at  once  to  the  difeafe;  who  hopes  to  produce  great 
good  without  hazarding  a  mixture  of  evil,  is  not  the  perfon  from 
whom,  in  a  fituation  like  the  prefent,  much  advantage  is  to  be 
expedcd.  Such  plans  arethofc  of  the  vifionary  proje<Sor,  yvho  ar- 
ranges his  plan  without  confidering  the  circumftances  in  \ihich  it 
is  to  operate.  All  that  is  left  is  a  choice  of  evils.  He  that  talks 
rationally  will  rejoice  if  he  can  difcover  a  remedy  that  with  fomc 
evil  will  be  able  to  overcome  the  mortality  of  the  difcafe.  Here, 
as  in  every  other  inftance,  the  dictates  pf  wifdom  do  not  clafli  with 
the  precepts  of  morality.  No  one  concealment  fliould  be  attempted 
in  the  affairs  of  the  Bank.  The  Bank  (hould  have  but  one  objcdl, 
that  of  performing  their  engagements  and  difcharging  their  debts. 
We  have  heard  of  the  phrafc  "  Perifli  Commerce,  let  the  Conftitu- 
tionlive."  The  exclamation  of  the  Bank  (hould  be  "PeriftiCom' 
merce,  provided  we  pay  our  debts,"  and  if  any  temporary  incon- 
venience (hould  be  felt,  their  unfullied  integri^  and  unimpcached 
credit  would  be  the  pledge  of  their  ample  rc(toration  and  increafed 
profperity.  If,  by  the  narrowing  of  difcounts,  commerce  (hould 
fink  under  temporary  difficulties,  it  would  revive  vigorous  and 
powerful  from  that  credit  which  had  fallen  to  fupport  it.  Such  a 
decifive  meafure  would,  in  every  view  of  policy,  be  more  favourable 
to  commerce  and  to  profperity,  than  a  (ickly  exiftence  and  lingering 
expedients.  By  adding  upon  thefe  plain  and  natural  principles, 
fome  good  may  be  obtained.  Any  thing  elfe  will  prove  falfe  and 
dclufory.  The  Bank  oight  to  adi  for  the  advantage  of  their  con- 
fiituents>  and  in  doing  fo  they  will  befl:  promote^fhe  benefit  of  the 
public.  Any  other  miferable  expedients  will  only  increafe  the  evil 
which  they  are  intended  to  remove.  Suppofe,  for  inAance,  that 
Government  were  to  pay  five  or  fix  millions  to  the  Bank  in  paper, 
which  the  Bank  was  to  deftroy,  and  that,  though  it  produced  a  tem- 
porary (hgnation,  it  reflorcd  the  folvency  of  the  Bank,  and  enabled 
them  to  make  their  payments  in  c^(h.  By  this  means  crc^dit  (if 
credit  can  at  all  be  revived  after  it  has  received  fo  fatal  a  (hock), 
being  revived  and  confidence  redored,  I  would  afk,  if  the  revival  of 
commerce  would  not  immediately  follow  ?  I  would  afk,  too,  if 
credit  is  defiroyed,  is  its  return  equally  certain ;  wo^ld  its  revival 
be  equally*  foon  }  This  is  the  ipeafure  of  prudence,  and,  in  the 
view  of  policy,  that  which  it  would  be  wife  to  adopt.  But  when 
you  confider,  that  along  with  this  you  fulfil  your  engagements  to 
thq  public  creditor^  that  the  Bank  is  put  in  a  fituation  to  difcharge 
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its  notes  in  ca(h,  can  you  hefitate  to  embrace  an  alternative  by  which 
you  can  prefer ve  your  honour,  and  purfue  your  intcrcft  ?  Expe- 
dients i^ill  turn  out  as  expedients  ufually  do.  A  proje(3or  is  never 
tired  by  difappointment.  If  the  right  honourable  gentleman, 
however,  recolleds  the  many  expedients  which  he  has  already  em- 
ployed, fomc  of  them  plaufible,  fome  of  them  calculated  perhaps  to 
produce  a  little  good,  if  he  reflects  in  the  laft  fourteen  months,  he 
will  be  convinced  how  unavailing  arc  projc<3s  oppofed  to  the  natu- 
ral ftrcam  of  things,  how  futile  it  is,  by  fuch  refources,  to  fuppiy 
in  expenditure,  mondrous  and  extravagant,  he  will  be  tired  of  the 
repetition  of  fuch  delufions,  and  difgufted  with  the  prufpeft  of 
frefti  difnppointmcnrs.  But  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  I  am 
afraid,  is  not  to  be  deterred  by  experience.  Two  months  hence 
we  ftall  be  difcuffing  fome  new  expedient  of  the  right  honourable 
gentleman,  till  at  length  the  beginning  of  bankruptcy,  which  we 
have  already  witneflTed,  proceeding  from  one  progrefs  to  Another, 
terminates  in  complete  infolvency.  I  do  npt  fay  that  the  right 
honourable  gentleman's  expedients  were  all  bad,  but  they  were  not 
fufficient  to  remedv  the  evil. 

Truftlng  to  inefficient  expedients,  we  at  length  find  burfelves  in 
the  gulph  in  which  we  are  now  plunged.     It  is. now  time  to  recur 
to  fundamental  principles,  and  to  aft  upon  them  ftriftly.    Witlrout 
this  there  is  no  hopes  of  redeeming  the  country,   no  chance  of 
cfcaping  the  ruin  by  which  we  are  threatened.     With  regard  to  the 
ideas  which  the  right  honourable  gentleman  threw  out,  fo  far  as  they 
go,  they  have  my  approbation.  The  firft  of  the  propofals  he  makes 
is,  to  take  a  complete  view  of  our  financia|  fituation.     There  was 
a  time  whcrt  a  motion  for  an  inquiry  of  *tfns  nature  was  made  two 
years  ago,  and  when  the  country  might  have  been  faved,  when  the 
cmbarraffmcnts  that  have  been  experienced  might  have  been  pre- 
vented, and  the  neceffity  of  the  Order  of  Council  avoided.     Laft 
year  too,  had  the  motion  of  my  honourable  friend  (Mr.  Grej'),  to 
that  effed^,  been  liftened  to,  we  (hould  not  now  have  been  difcuiTing 
how  the  public  creditor  was  to  be  paid.     But  the  Houfe  goes  on 
confiding  till  an  aft  of  bankruptcy  is  paffcd,  and  then  they  think  of 
inquiring.      It  is  the  fate  of  all  the  right  honourable  gentleman's 
projefts  to  come  too  late.     The  propofals  of  peace  which  he  made 
in  December  laft,  would  have  been  accepted  in   1794*  <>f  '^^  ^^ 
beginning  of  1796:  but  when  they  were  out  of  date,  when  the 
moment  at  which  they  would  have  been  received  has  pafted  away, 
he  makes  propofals,  which,  in  proper  time,  would  have  ftved  the 
country.     How  long  is  this  fyftem  to  be  allowed  to  go  on  ?     How 
l6ng  are  we  to  be  doomed  to  go  on  ?     How  long  are  we  to  be 
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doomed  to  fuftain  this  ruinous,  this  dcftruflivc  war,  which  all 
thinking  men  now  join  to  execrate,  becaufe  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  is  wife  too  late,  and  difcovcrs  that  line  of  condu61^, 
which  it  is  too  late  to  purfuc  with  fuccefs?  Let  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  look  back,  and  he  will  fee  many  inftanccs  in  which  the 
interefts  of  the  country  have  been  facrificed  by  his  tardy  wifdom. 
Perhaps  now  he  may  be  prepared  to  offer  terms  of  peace,  which  a 
few  months  ago  would  have  been  accepted  with  cagerncfs.  At 
length,  after  having  fo  obfHnately  rcfifted  it,  he  comes  forward  and 
tells  jjs,  that  it  is  proper  to  inquire.  Late,  however,  as  this  inquiry 
is  to  be  granted,  it  will  be  attended  with  one  good  effedt.  It  will, 
I  hope,  lead  to  a  declaration,  that  the  calamities  in  which  we  arc 
involved  have  been  brought  upon  us,  to  fay  no  more,  by  the  ermrs 
of  Minifters,  and  by  the  confidence  of  the  laft  Parliament.  It  will 
dcmonftratc,  that  the  countrv  has  been  led  to  the  brink  of  deftruc- 
tion  by  Parliament  relinquifhing  the  principle  of  the  Conftitution, 
and  the  cuftomsof  ouranceftors.  The  Houfe  trufted  when  it  ought 
to  have  inquired ;  and  we  arc  now  told  that  we  are  to  enquire, 
when  it  is  doubtful  whether' inquiry  can  faVe,  and  when  the  punifh- 
ment  of  the  delinquent  is  the  only  confolat'ron  that  remains  for  cala- 
mities which  cannot  be  remedied,  and  errors  that  cannot  be  retrieved. 
Of  late  it  has  been  too  much  the  practice  to  give  up  thfc  privileges 
which  the  Conftitution  fccures ;  it  has  been  the  fafhion  to  wi(h  to 
change  a  free  Government  into  an  abfolute  Monarchy.  For  my 
own  part,  I  declare  that  no  exigency  Ihall  prevail  uppn  me  to  con- 
fcnt  to  increafe  the  power  of  the  Crown.  It  is  ftill  my  bpinion, 
that  the  meafure  which  the  Council  adopted,  if  neceffary,  Ihould 
have  originated  in  this  Houfe.  The  real  caufe  of  all  our  calamities 
has  been,  that,  whether  by  its  own  power,  or  the  connivance  of  Par- 
liament, the  Crown  has  fwallowed  up  the  whole  Government.  1 
know,  that  if  this  inquiry  had  been  fooner  undertaken,  there  was  a 
chance  for  falvation.  Is  there  a  man  who  thinks,  that  after  this 
,Houfe  felt  and  acknowledged  that  peace  with  France  had  become 
praflicable,  that  if  men  had  fairly  told  what  they  thought,  and  a61cd 
from  their  convidlion,  peace  might  not  have  been  obtained  ?  But 
fervility,  bafe  fervility,  has  been  the  ruin  of  thiscountr)'.  There 
'muft  now  be  a  total  change  of  meafures,  a  radical  change  of  fyftem. 
We  muft  fee  a  fyftem  of  things  reftored  under  which  men  will 
fpeak  their  minds  without  a  mean  confideration  of  intereft,  and  a 
bafe  dependance  upon  Minifters.  The  great  obje(5\  which  we  ought 
to  purfue  upon  the  prefent  occafion,  is  to  abridge  as  much  as  poffible 
the  duration  of  the  meafure  which  has  become  neceflTary.  I  hope 
it  will  be  (hort,  but  I  hope  too,  that  no  power  will  be  given  to  the 
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Crown  to  fufpend  its  force.  Parliament  ought  to  fit  exprefsly  for 
this  bill ;  and  though  it  were  to  fit  five  years  together,  the  Mi- 
niftcr,  who  (hould  advifc  His  Majefiy  to  prorogue  it  till  .this  mea- 
fure  is  difpofed  of^  would  commit  an  a£t  for  which  he  would  de- 
fcrve  to  be  impeached.  The  calamities  of  this  country  come  fo  thick, 
that  ftill  fome  new  one  preffes  on  ;  for  all  the  confequences  of  mis- 
fortune cannot  be  calculated.  The  meafure  which  it  has  now  be- 
come neceflfary  to  fandlion  is  attended  with  many  a^ravating  cir- 
cumfiances.  Among  the  dividends  already  due,  there  are  many 
which  have  not  a<Siually  been  received.  Suppofe  that  a  dividend 
had  become  due  on  the  5th  of  January,  and  that  the  pcrfon  having 
no  immediate  ufe  for  the  money,  allows  it  to  remain  in  the  Bank, 
relying  on  the  faith  of  Government  that  it  is  aftually  paid.  Go- 
vernment, however,  like  Lady  Townley  in  the  play,  cries,  "  Stop, 
don't  pay  that  money,  I  have  other  purpofes  to  ferve  with  it  ;"*  and 
becaufe  it  has  the  key  of  the  cheft  where  it  is  dcpofited,  in  violation 
of  all  faith  and  honour,  fcizes  on  the  cafli  which  had  in  reality  been 
paid,  and  gives  fomething  elfc  for  which  fpecie  cannot  be  obtained. 
If  fuch  be  the  ncceflTity,  furcly  any  fituation  is  preferable  to  this. 
Whatever  maV  be  the  temporary  confequences  to  individual  traders, 
or  to  general  commerce,  can  they  be  put  in  balance  with  avowed 
bankruptcy,  with  flagrant  breach  of  faith  and  undifguifed  robbeiy  ? 
As  a  confirmation  of  the  Order  of  Council  has  become  neceflfary,  I 
(hall  not  negative  the  meafurc  propofed  by  the  right  honourable 
gentleman.  With  refped  to  the  inquiry,  I  think  that  the  mode  by 
Secret  Committee  ought  not  to  be  adopted.  The  right  honourable 
gentleman  fays,  that  I  had  no  objedlion  to  a  Secret  Committee  ;  as 
to  the  inquiry  into  the  quantity  of  caih  the  Bank  had,  I  had  no  ob- 
je6Uon  that  the  inquiry  (hould  be  condufled  by  a  Secret  Committee ; 
but  for  inquiry  into  the  caufes  of  the  neccflTity,  I  was  againfi  that 
kind  of  Committee.  I  likewife  thought  a  Secret  Committee  better 
than  none ;  a  Secret  Committee  I  conceive  to  be,  a  fpecies  of 
Committee  wh^c  none  but  thofe  who  compofe  it  arc  admitted, 
and  that  it  contains  a  warning,  that  certain  things  may  come  before 
it  not  fit  to  be  divulged.  But  I  (hall  take  the  fenfc  of  the  Houfe 
upon  the  point,  whether  the  former  Committee  ihall  be  received. 
I  (hall  not  repeat  the  argument  ufed  formerly  againft  a  Committee 
by  ball6t,  they  apply  in  all  their  force  to  the  prefent.  After  all  that 
has  been  faid  of  the  dignity  of  the  Houfe,  and  the  cant  of  minori- 
ties, I  am  warranted  by  hiflgry  and  experience  in  faying,  that  a 
Committee  by  ballot  is  always  nominated  by  the  Miniftcr ;  and,  I 
think,  the  Houfe  ought  to  perceive  that  this  is  not  a  moment  for 
fuch  practices.     It  is  to  the  negligence  of  Parliament  about  its  beft 
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privileges,  it  is  to  that  confidence  which  it  has  fo  fatally  beftowcd, 
that  after  being  driven  to  the  neceffity  of  faflioning  an  aft  of 
bankruptcYi  wc  are  for  the  firft  time  to  inquire  into  the  ftatc  of 
our  affairs. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  he  wifhed  to  revive  the  former 
Committee,  and  to  have  another  Committee  appointed,  to  inquire 
into  the  whole  ftatc  of  the  finance.  The  mode  he  ftiould  propofc^ 
would  be  to  eledl  it  by  ballot. 

Colonel  PORTER  made  fomc  remarks  on  the  manner  in  which 
the  laft  Committee  had  been  chofen,  and  difapproved  of  the  circu- 
lating of  lifts,  with  a  view  to  influence  the  choice  of  the  Members 
who  were  to  compofe  it.  One  lift  was  called  "  the  Houfe  Lift  " 
to  others,  other  appellations  were  given.  Surely  this  was  riot  the 
beft  mode  for  impartially  collcfling  the  real  fcntimcnts  of  the 
Houfe. 

Lord  HAWKESBURY  was  fenfible  that  the  fubjeft  now  under 
the  difcuffion  of  the  Houfe,  was  of  a  nature, the  moft  delicate  and 
important  that  could  pibiTibly  be  agitated  ;  and  the  greater  was  its 
delicacy  and  importance,  the  greater,  in  his  opinion,  ought  to  be  the 
attention  bcftowed  on  it,  and  the  calmer  the  invefligation  it  ought  to 
^  undergo.  He  c^uld  not,  therefore,  forbear  exprefiing  his  furprize 
at  the  warm  language  that  fell  from  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
oppofite  him  (Mr  Fox).  It  was  afferted  this  night,  and  on  former 
occafions,  by  that  right  honourable 'gentleman,  that  the  countr)', 
from  the  nature  of  its  prefent  circumftances,  was  in  a  ftate  of 
bankruptcy  \  but  in  no  point  of  view  was  the  term  bankruptcy 
applicable  to  the  prefent  condition  of  the  countr)'.  The  term  was 
not  applicable  to  it,  either  in  point  of  law,  or  of  common  reafon. 
A  mere  ftoppage  of  payment  could  not  furely  be  contidcrcd  with 
jufticc  a$  an  a6l  of  bankruptcy,  when  it  is  proved,  beyond  a  doubt, 
that  there  are  fubftantial  funds  and  real  refources  far  exceeding 
what  was  neceffary  to  anfwer  every  jufl  demand  of  creditors.  Such, 
he  was  happy  to  find,  was  the  prefent  fituation  of  the  Bank,  from 
whatever  caufes  its  temporary  embarraffments  might  be  fuppofcd  to 
arife.  Thefe  emb^rraflments  were  principally  imputed  to  the  fear- 
city  or  want  of  fpecie.  But  were  this  the  truth,  did  it  therefore 
follow  that  the  Bank  was  poor  ?  Undoubtedly  not.  Money,  it  is 
well  known,  cannot  juftly  be  regarded  as  wealth  ;  it  is  only  the  re- 
prefentative  of  wealth  ;  it  even  not  unfrequently  happens,  that  this 
fc»rcity  of  fpecie  may  be  moft  experienced,  when  folid  wealth  is 
moft  corifiderably  increafed.  And,  indeed,  if  we  but  duly  attend  to 
what  cxHiftitutes  real  wealth,  and  eftimate  it  on  any  one  criterion,  it/ 
will  be  found  that  our  prefent  circumftances,  inftcad  of  deprefling 
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us  with  defpondcncy,  (hould  invigorate  our  hopes,  and  that  wc  have 
no  reafon  to  defpair,  but,  on  the  contrary,  every  reafon  to  be  fatis- 
fied  :  for  if  we  examine  into  the  ufual  caufes  that  may  be  fuppofcd 
to  produce  temporary  difficulties,  (imilar  to  thofc  in  which  we  now 
fccm  to  be  involved,  it  will  be  difficult  to  trace  out  the  embarraff- 
ments  to  any  of  them  ;  if  we  look  to  our  internal,  or  our  foreign 
trade,  it  will  fcarce  be  found  to  have,  ever  been  more  flourifliing ; 
nor  does  this  affertion  pow  call  for  any  proof:  it  has  already  been 
demonftrated  by  fuch  a  variet^^  of  evidence,  that  it  would  now  be  fu- 
perfluous  to  adduce  any.  Indeed  there  is  no  one  criterion  to  which 
we  can  rcfort,  but  what  abundantly  proves  the  fufficiency  of  our 
funds,  and  the  folidity  of  our  rcfources.  However  our  credit  may 
now  feem  to  be  tranfiently  affi:<5led  by  a  fcarciry  of  guineas,  if  wc 
look  to  the  price  of  land,  wc  ^nd  it  higher  than  at  any  period  of 
any  former  war.  What,  therefore,  may  have  occafioned  the  prefcnt 
want  of  fpecie,  it  was  not  his  intention  elaborately  to  inquire.  In 
the  firft  place,  it  might  be  attributed  to  the  extent  of  our  paper  cur- 
rency, and  to  the  enorrfious  quantity  of  imaginar)'  capital  now  float- 
ing in  the  country.  But  did  this  rationally  account  for  it  r  Surely 
not ;  for  tl\e  induftry  of  the  country  was  not  fet  at  work  by  fpecie, 
but  by  the  credit  of  the  individual,  whether  banker  or  manufac- 
turer, who  held  out  employment  and  encouragement  to  induftrious 
hands.  It  might  with  more  reafon  be  afcribed  to  the  enormous 
incrcafe  of  our  trade  and  commerce  ;  the  fuddcn  difappearance  of 
fpecie  might  alfo  be  imputed  to  the  dread  of  invafion,,or  to  any  other 
panic  that  may  have  caufelefsly  fcized  on  the  public  mind  ;  but 
thcfe  were  furmizes,  on  which  it  was  not  his  intention  any  longer 
to  dwell. 

It-  was  his  Lordfhip's  wifh  rather  to  meet  the  argument  princi- 
pally infiftcd  on  by  the  right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Fox). 
That  right  honourable  gentleman  fecmed  very  deliberately  to  affert, 
tliat  it  was  the  intcrcft  of  the  Public  that  our  paper  currency  (hould 
be  diminiihed.  To  corroborate  tliis  affcition,  he  infinuated  a 
comparifon  between  a  private  trader  and  the  Bank  of  England  \  but 
nwft  affurcdly  in  no  one  point  of  view  can  they  be  fairly  and  juftly 
compared.  The  Bank  of  England  (hould  be  rqgarded  as  the  centre 
of  all  our  commerce,  and  (hould  any  diminution  or  detriment  affcft 
this  fpring  and  finew  of  our  commercial  energies,  our  commercial 
wealth  muft  be  proportionally  impaired.  Nay,  the  surguments  of 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  go  direflly  to  dcraolifli  what  he 
fcems  fo  anxious  to  pre/erve  :  for  by  dimini(hing  the  revenue,  you 
furely  cannot  increafc  public  credit ;  and  by  cramping  the  circula- 
tion of  paper  currency,  you  contrafl  the  (phcrc  of  our  commercial 
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purfuits  ;  and  by  this  effe£l  the  public  at  large,  and  the  public  ere* 
ditors,  will  be  more  materially  injured,  than  in  all  the  other  c^ipo- 
fitioos  that  have  been  dated.  It  might  be  prudent  and  wife,  he 
confefledy  .to  extend  the  operation  of  Sir  George  Saville's  laws, 
and  thus  fecure  a  larger  quantity  of  fpecie  in  the  country.  Bat 
thou^  this  were  eiFedled,  it  would  not  follow  that  our  paper  circu- 
lation (hould  be  diminifhed  ;  fuch  a  diminution  would  be  attended 
ivith  the  mod  pernicious  confequences,  and  prove  far  more  preju- 
dicial  to  the  public  creditor,  and  to  public  credit,  than  any  of  the 
cares  fo  flrongly  urged  by  the  right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr. 
Fox). 

His  Lord(hip  concluded  by  recommending  the  confidetation  of 
our  prefent  difficulties  to  the  attention  of  the  Houfe,  as  a  niatter  of 
tile  greateft  delicacy  and  importance;  and  he  contended,  that 
thofe  very  difficulties  arofe  from  no  other  caufes,  but  fuch  as  were 
intimately  conne£led  with  the  real  wealth  and  profperity  of  the 
country. 

The  SOLICITOR  GENERAL  faid,  he  agreed  with  the 
poble  Lord  who  fpoke  laft,  that  fpecie  was  not  the  only  indkatioi^ 
of  the  wealth  of  a  ftate,  or  of  an  individual ;  there  might  be  man^ 
cafes  in  which  it  would  be  manifeft,  on  the  examination  of  his 
aiiairs,  that  an  individual  was'extremely  rich,  althopgh  at  the  time 
of  that  examination  that  individual  was  not  in  the  adual  pofT^oa 
of  a  fingle  (hilling.  From  the  manner  in  which  commerce  was 
now  carried  on,  it  was  impoflible  that  fpecie  (hould  be  the  only  re- 
prefentative  of  wealth  or  property.  If  every  man  was  to  make  a 
demand  upon  his  debtor  of  payment  in  fpecie,  of  what  was  due  to 
bim,  there  would  be  found  but  few  individuals  in  this  commercial 
country  who  would  be  able  to  difcharge  their  debts  ;  very  few,  in- 
deed, who  had  any  extenfivc  dealings  in  trade.  That  was  the  cafe 
with  the  Bank  at  the  prefent  moment ;  but  it  was  unfair  to  call  the 
ftoppage  of  payment  in  fpecie  a  bankruptcy  ;  the  Bank  might  be, 
and  was,  folvent,  and  even  very  rich,  although  they  were  at  this 
moment  unable  to  pay  all  demands  upon  them  in  ca(h.  He  appre- 
hended alfo,  that  this  non-payment  of  Bank  notes  with  caih  could 
not  be  called  a  fraud,  becaufe  the  public  knew  perfedly  well  that 
from  circumdances,  that  this  was  an  event  which  might  happen. 
He  apprehended,  that  the  meafure  which  had  been  adopted  by  Go- 
vernment, and  purfued  by  the  Bank,  was  a  meafure  of  wife  and  falu** 
tary  precaution,  well  calculated  to  prevent  a  great  evil.  If  a  great 
number  of  people  were  in  a  great  theatre,  and  there  was  a  falfe 
silarm  of  fire  given,  he  apprdiended  that  the  door-keepers  could  not 
4o  better  than  to  prevent  the  people  going  out  in  large  partita  in 
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gnat  harry,  but  (hoold  endeavour  to  let  theni  go.  out  only  by  de-. 
grees ;  or  were  they  even  to  (hut  them  in  far  a  time,  he  appiehende^ 
that  would  be  the  niean$  of  preventing  a  much  greater  evil.     Sac£^ 
he  coniTdered  to  be  the  tendency  of  the  prefent  floppage  of  payment 
at  die  Bank  at  this  moment.     A  very  latge  demand  was  nude  at 
almoft  every  banking-houfe  in  the  kingdom,  and  paiticularfy  at  the 
Bank,  for  payment  in  cafh  ;  and  this  fudden  demand  it  i?a$  vifhich, 
created  diis  temporary  difficulty  and  embarraffinent.     It  was  wdl 
known,  that  if  at  any  time  the  whole  of  the  creditors  oif  the  Bank 
ihould  demand  payment  in  cafli  of  all  that  was  due  to  tfa'em,  it 
would  be  impoflible  for  the  Bank  to  comply  with  fuch  demands. 
So  it  was  with  every  confiderable  baWker,  fnereham,  or  trader,  iu 
ttie  kingdom ;  but  inability  dius  to  pay  cafh  did  not  by  ^  means 
prove  infdvency.     If  the  run  which  lately  took  place  upon  the 
Bank  for  payment  in  cafh  had  been  perdnritted  to  continue,  Ae  ftnn 
of  the  Bank  muft  have  followed  very  foon.     If  the  creditdr  was  to 
infift  upon  having  cafh  in  that  manner,  th^  confequenc^  mu[ft  yety 
^lecdily  have  been,  that  no  cafh  would  have  been  left  at  the  Bank ; 
and  therefore  the  ftep  which  Government  t6ok  upon  this  occafon, 
was  a  ftep  to  prevent  the  total  ruin  of  the  Bank,  and  with  h  the 
ruin  of  public  credit ;  for  the  ruin  of  public  credit  mtifl  have  t^een 
die  confe(]uence  of  leaving  the  Bank  without  ai^  money  at  all ;  btit 
that  evil  had  been  averted  by  the  meafure  which  bad  been  adopted. 
But  gentlemen  had  faid  much  of  the  public  creditor ;  ^eie  th^ 
not  aware  that  the  holder  of  a  Bank  note,  or  ^  perfon  who  had  de- 
'^mands  upon  the  Bank,  was  not  the  ordy  public  creditor  df  this 
country  ?     There  were  other  public  creditors,  to  whofe  conveni- 
ence it  become  us  to  be  attentive — he  meant  the  atffiy  and  navy ; 
he  apprehended  thehi  to  be  as  much  public  creditors,  as  the  hdMirs 
of  Bank  notes  could  be,  and  their  lituation  was  fuch  as  |)arttculariy 
to  require  payment  of  what  was  due  to  them  in  caflt,  hiore  fo  than 
any  other  defcription  of  men  in  this  country.     If,  therefore,  what 
was  lately  going  on  at  the  Bank,  was  fuch  as  would  very'foon  ha^e 
left  them  without  any  fpecie,  and  that  therefore  they  would  have 
been  difabled  altogether  from  paying  any  more  in  that  mafmer. 
Government  were  called  upon  to  take  the  meafure  they  had  takeh ; 
it  was  a  meafure  which  was  fo  far  from  being  inconfiftetit  with 
public  faith,  that  It  had  for  its  objed  the  prefitrvation  and  tmmte- 
nance  of  public  faith.     Much  had  been  faid  on  the  COrtfiitutkin  of  * 
the  Bank  6f  England  :  it  was  for  die  holder  of  Baflk  ftock  otily 
that  fuch  conftitution  was  formed,  and  tiiis  was  declared  in  tM 
charter  of  the  Bank.     It  was  ihftituted,  :i$  eveiy  other  coi-jwitttoh 
was^  for  public  ^vpdfes  and  bcDefits*    The  behefk  6t  tfie  Md^ 
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cf  flock  was  an  tnferioir  objeA.  The  Bank,  fitom  the  very  naCuip 
of  its  charter,  was  hound  to  accommodate  the  nation  ;  and,  there- 
fore, when  it  was  faid  that  the  Bank  had  a  duty  to  the  holder  of 
flock,  it  (hould  be  remembered  they  had  a  duty  alfo  to  the  publicy 
which,  00  oGCafion  of  public  emergency,  it  was  eflential  they  fhould 
Iperfbrm,  for  that  was  the  great  objed  of  their  inftitution ;  and  if 
they  did  not  perform  the  public  purpofes^for  which  they  were  infli- 
tuted,  the  power  which  created  might  alfo  deftroy  them.  All  their 
original  power  was  granted  to  them  for  public  purpofes  ;  and,  upon 
every  principle  on  which  they  were  created,  they  might  alfo  be  de^ 
Kroyed,  if  they  were  guilty  of  any  thing  that  amounted  to  a  breach 
K»f  that  public  duty.  The  Bank,  therefore,  muft  aflfift  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  country :  he  apprehended  it  to  be  their  duty  fo  to  do 
when  any  occafion  required  it,  and  he  apprehended  it  to  be  particu* 
larly  their  duty  in  the  prefent  inf^ance.  From  thefe  obfervations 
he  was  led  to  fay,  that  all  the  illuf^rations  which  had  been  made  by 
comparing^  the  condition  of  the  Bank  to  that  of  a  private  bankety 
were  without  foundation. 

As  to  the  fubjed  of  the  eleven  millions  now  due  from  Govern- 
talent  to  the  Bank,  the  Committee  would  recoiled  how  that  origi- 
nated. It  originated  in  a  fubfcription  of  certain  individuals,  for 
Whidi  there  was  to  be  an  intereft  at  the  rate  of  three  per  cent,  v  and 
that  d^pofit  was  held  afterwards  by  Government  as  a  pledge  for  the 
payment  of  Bank  notes,  and  was  a  fecurity  for  the  payment  of  de- 
mands that  might  be  made  upon  the  Bank,  that  fum  was  from  time 
to  time  increafed,  until  it  amounted  to  eleven  millions  and  upwards, 
upon  which  an  annuity  of  three  per  cent,  was  paid  to^e  holder  o£ 
Bank  flock,  to  which  a  dividend  of  three  per  cent,  more  had  been 
added*  But  the  right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Fox),  was  wrong 
in  his  calculation  upon  that  fobjed.  It  was  difficult  to  eflimate  the 
precife  value  of  the  flock,  but  according  to  die  price  which  it  now 
bore,  he  apprehended  it  would  produce,  if  fold,  between  fifteen  and 
fixteen  fnrllions ;  for  this  was  not  to  be  confidered  only  as  a  capital, 
but,  if  fold,  there  would  go  with  it  the  good- will  of  the  trade  ;  and 
therefore  it  was  worth  very  confiderable  more  than  the  eleven  mil- 
lions capital  flock.  If  put  up  to  fale,  he  believed  the  fum  which  it 
would  bring,  as  he  had  faid  already,  would  be  between  fifteen  and 
fixteen  miUuxis.  This  proved  not  only  the  folvency,  but  the  very 
confiderable  furplus  which  the  Bank  had,  over  and  above  even  what 
die  Committee  had  flated  them  to  poffefs.  He  mufl  now  recur  to 
Ac  neceffity  of  iffiiing  the  Osder  in  Council.  It  was  clear  that, 
however  affluent  the  B^nk  afiually  were,  they  could  not  pay  all  de- 
mands upon  them  in  f|^e,  becaufe  they  could  not  convert  th^ir 
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properly  into  fpecie,  and  it  would  be  impodible  fur  commerce  to 
go  on  if  the  Bank  was  drained  of  all  its  fpecie ;  this  fpecie  could 
not  return  until  the  courfe  of  commerce  (bould  bring  it  back  again 
to  the  Bank,  Whether  the  meafUTe  which  was  adopted  by  Go^ 
vernment  was  a  wife  meafure  or  not»  was  foreign  to  this  part  of  the 
argument ;  but  he  maintained  that  it  ^yas.fo  far  from  being  a  breach 
of  faith»  that  it  enabled  the  Bank  to  keep  their  faith  with  the  public. 
The  Gonlideration  now  before  the  Committee  w*as,  whether  the 
meafure  fhould  or  fhould  not  be  continued  ?  And  it  did  not  appear 
to  *him  t\M  there  was  any  difference  of  opinion  upon  the  point. 
Some  other  meafurcs  might  be  fuggeded  as  a  remedy  in  the  prefcnt 
cafe ;  but  the  only  one  he  had  heard  mentioned  was,  that  of  pay- 
ment of  the  debt  due  from  the  Public  to  the  Bank.  A  confiderahh 
part  of  that  was  a  floating  debt  of  advance  upon  the  produce  of 
taxes,  which  was  continually  coming,  and  which  debt  was  thero 
fore  in  the  courfe  of  reducing  it.  He  apprehended  that  we  fhoald 
not  diminilh  the  number  of  bank  notes,  for  we  wanted  them  as  a 
circulating  medium  ;  and  if  an  attempt  was  made  to  bring  them 
nearly  upon  a  level  with  the  quantity,  not  of  the  property,  but  the 
ca(h  of  the  Bank,  we  might  cxpeA  to  fee  the  Bank  foon  widiout 
Bank  notes,  or  without  ca(h  fufficient  to  carry  on  the  purpofes  of 
commerce.  He  apprehended,  if  this  neceffary  reftridion  was  con-*. 
tinucd  for  a  reafonable  time,  the  courfe  of  trade  would  bring  fpecie 
back  again,  and  then  the  embarrafTment  would  be  over. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  faid,  that  if  he  had  not  known  the  Miniftcr 
pretty  well,  and  that  he  knew  that  many  of  his  adherents  carried 
their  fyftenoi^  much  farther  than  their  leader,  he  fhould  have  been 
more  aftonifhed  at  the  prefent  plan  than  he  was,  even  defperate  as 
that  plan  was  ;  for  if  the  fpeeches  of  the  noble  Ix)rd,  and  the  learned 
gentleman  who  had  juft  fpoken,  had  conveyed  the  fentiroents  of  the 
Minifter,  and  if  we  were  to  follow  them,  tiien,-  indeed,  there  could 
be  nothing  fo  defperate  as  the  fituation  to  which  we  are.ieduced,  in 
reafoning  as  well  as  in  finance.  According  to  one  of  thefe  orators, 
a  forced  paper  currency  was  better  than  fpecie,  and  our  commerce 
will  increafe  greatly  in  proportion  as  we  violate  the  principles  of 
honefty  in  paying  our  public  debts.  He  thought  that  paper  was 
only  a  good  thing  while  we  had  the  means. of  converting  it  into 
ca(h  ;  but  tbc  noble  Lord  thought  it  not  only  a  cleaner,  neater,  and 
more  portable  and  convenient  medium  to  r^refent  property ;  but 
it  was  the  very  offence  of  weakfa  itfelf,  even  when  it  could  not  be 
converted  into  fpecie,  and  that  the  flourifhing  flate  of  our  commerce 
was  the  caufe  qf  this  inability  to  produce  fpecie  to  anfwer  demands 
ipon  the  Bank  of  England ;  why,  Teally,  until  he  heard  (wh  noBr 
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fenfey  he  could  not  poflibly  have  concluded  that  any  fuch  would  have 
been  uttered  in  that  Houfe.  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
aldiough  he  could  not  countenance,  had  given  birth  to  this  kind  o£ 
reafo(iing ;  and  he  wi(hcd  for  his  convenience  he  could  carry  it  into 
pradice.  What  a  pleafant  thing  it  would  be,  to  be  able  to  (hew 
from  day  to  day,  that  the  inability  of  the  Government  to  difcharge 
the  demandSf  that  were  made  upon  it,  was  owing  to  the  enormous 
increafe  of  its  wealth !  What,  an  entertainment  it  would  be  to  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  to  fit  in  his  office,  and  to  receive  all 
colledorsof  the  revenue  in  all  its  branched^  of  cuftoms,  excife,  and 
all  the  other  taxes  of  this  country,  who  (hould  tell  him  they  had  all 
been  ^ut,  and  had  done  their  duty  moft  diligently,  but  that  the 
capital  of  every  man  on  whom  they  intended  to  levy  taxes,  was  fo 
^normoufly  increafed  that  they  were  not  any  of  them  enabled  to  pay 
a  fingle  (hilling !  and  yet  fuch  arguments  from  thecoUedor  of  taxes 
could  not  be  more  abfurd  than  the  arguments  that  had  been  urged 
to*night*  The  evil  which  was  now  the  fubjedt  of  complaint,  had 
been  apprehended  to  arife  from  one  of  two  caufes  ;  perhaps*  fix)m 
both.  The  one  was,  that  enormous  fums  of  money  had  been  font 
abroad  ;  the  other,  that  men  had  been  alarmed,  and  had  locked  up 
vad  quantities  of  fpecie  In  their  coffers  ;  and  for  this  evil,  it  was 
fuppofed,  to  iiTue  an  enormous  quantity  of  paper  would  be  a  remedy. 
Thofe  who  thought  fo,  he  would  venture  to  fay,  did  not  underftand 
the  nature  of  the  evil. 

The  learned  gentleman  had  entered  into  the  nature  of  the  con- 
ftitution  of  the  Bank.  He  told  gentlemen  oppofite  to  him,  that 
they  were  extremely  ignorant  of  the  nature  of  the  conftitution  of  the 
Bank  ;  he  told  them,  that  they  midook  the  meaning  «f  the  adl  of 
the  fifth  of  King  William,  and  that  that  ad  did  not  conftitute  the 
^charter  of  the  Bank  for  the  private  purpofes  of  paying  its  creditors, 
but  for  the  public  purp^fe  of  aflifting  Government ;  and  that,  if 
they  did  not  anfwer  this  original  and  public  purpoTe,  the  fame  power 
which  created  might  alfo  deftroy  them— a  pretty  good  threat,  and  a 
little  more  intelligible  than  had  ever  before  been  given  them.  Now, 
that  very  learned  gendeman  who  has  accufed  others  of  being  igno- 
xant  of  the  conditudon  of  the  Bank,  had  not,  he  was  convinced  he 
had  not,  read  one  fyllable  of  the  conftitudon  of  the  Bank  ;  for  if 
he  had,  he  could. not  have  uttered  (uch  grofs  and  palpable  abfurdi- 
ties  about  it.  The  Bank  inftituted  to  accommodate  Government! 
No  fuch  thing,  nor  any  thing  like  it.  They  lent  the  money  to 
which  the  learned  gentleman  alluded,  and  which  was  now  faid  ^ 
have  accumulated  to  eleven  millions,  for  a  particular  advantag!? 
which  they  purchafed  by  fo  lending  \  but  fo  far  was  it  from  being 
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oonfidered  at  that  tirae»  thai  it  was  to  be  die  dutjr  of  the  Bank  ta 
)cnd  money  tb  Government  in  future^  whenever  Oovcmitieht  iniglit 
apply  for  it,  or  when  Government  mig^t  want  it,  that  the  rcxy  aA 
of  Parliament  expreflfed  an  apprehenfion  of  evil  eficAs  ftom  too 
great  a  facility  in  lending  money  from  the  Bank  to  Governmcnr^ 
and  dieicfore  provided  againft  it ;  and  therefore  the  ad  espreflled^ 
that  no  money  ihould  Yx  advanced  by  the  Bank  to  Government, 
except  from  fums  that  (hall  have  been  previoufly  voted  by  Parlia- 
menty  and  this  was  prohibited  under  a  penalty  of  treble  the  fum 
advanced  to  be  forfeited  by  the  Direfiors  who  ihould  fo  advance 
it ;  fo  that  this  ad),  by  which  their  oonfiitution  was  created,  had  ic 
in  view  ti\zt  the  Bank  (hould  never  become  what  the  pvefent  Go* 
Tcmment  had  endeavoured  to  make  them,  too  fuccefsfiilly,  die 
fnere  tools  and  engines  of  the  King's  Minifiers.  And  here  it  was 
impoffible  for  him  to  abfiain  from  adverting  to  the  manner  in  which 
the  provifionsof  this  falutary  a6l  have  been  got  rid  of.  .  Thisbesif 
the  law  of  the  land,  the  Bank  Directors  would  be  bound  to  obferve 
it ;  but  at  the  commencement  of  the  war,  a  bill  was  broug^  in  to 
da  away  the  efied  of  the  adt  altogether  ;  not,  indeed,  under  d»t 
fitle,  nor  was  there  any  notice  of  fuch  intentbn,  but  a  daufe  was 
fmuggled  into  an  ad  of  Parliament,  avowedly  brought  in  for 
another  purpofe,  by  which  claufe  that  pmvifion  in  the  ad  of  King^ 
William,  which  prohibited  the  Bank  making  any  advances  to  Go^ 
vemment,  upon  any  but  fums  exprefsly  voted  by  ParliaAient,  was 
repealed.  The  Diredors  had  before  that  time  advanced  money  to 
Government  againft  law,  they  were  indemnified  for  that  illegal  ad, 
and  were  enabled  to  do  fo  hereafter,  for  that  wholefome  provilioQof 
the  ad  of  King  William,  by  which  they  w^re  foibidden  todo  it,  wae 
now  repealed.  That  repeal  was  the  caufe  of  our  prefent  palamity* 
Immediately  after  this,  one  million  five  hundred  thooiand  poimde 
was  advanced  by  the  Bank  to  Government,  and  was  paid  into  Ac 
Treafury ;  and  now  the  Houfe  would  confider  how  well  the  leanied 
gendeman,  who  had  accufed  others  of  ignorance  of  the  original 
conAitution  of  the  Bank  of  England,  himfelf  underfiood  that  ori- 
ginal cpnftitutlon.  But  here  again  he  mud  clear  himfelf  fiom  any  im- 
putation of  having  faid  any  thing  againft  the  infolvency  of  the  Bank. 
He  blamed  the  Bank  for  the  fervility  with  which  they  obeyed  the 
illegal  Order  in  Council.  How  far  that  order  would  hereafter  turn 
out  to  be  wife,  was  another  queftion.  He  ftud  nothing  againft  the 
accommodation  which  the  Bank  had  given  to  the  public ;  on  die 
contrary,  he  believed  that  dieir  difcounts  hftd  been  of  fervioe  to  oom- 
merce  at  large.  His  obfervation  was  thi^ :  that  if  diey  knew  tbck 
former  difcounts  would  not  be  good  unkfs  Aey  oontioued  totff^ 
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(Sotmty  the  bilh  ^hfoh  tiiey  had  0ready  difeoonted  could  not  b«i 
ta^ken  as  aflets  in  their  hands  to  the  full  amdunt  of  fuch  difcounts ; 
and  therefore  the  Committ<9e  was  not  juiiificd  in  confidering  fuch 
\Alls  as  aflets  in  the  hands  of  the  Bank  to  their  foil  artiount  Gen* 
tiemer>  mif^nderdood  hinif  for  he  did  not  mean  to  fay  the  Bank  iva^ 
inlblvent ;  he  only  found  fault  with  the  manner  in  Which  this  matter 
wa^  dated.  He  did*  not  blame  the  Committee  fdl-  tfiis  ;  it  was  4 
fnece  ovariight  for  Which  they  were  eitcufable ;  no  man  would  fup* 
pofe  that  he  (hould  be  eager  to  blame  a  Report  which  was  the  unani^ 
inou$  opinion  of  a  Cornmktee,  when  one  of  its  Member^  (Mr. 
Cfrey)  was  a  perfon  f3r  whom  he  had  fo  muth  efteem,  and  who,  he 
ImeWy  Would  never  fpare  himfelf  any  trouble  while  he  had  a  hope 
fh$t  his  exertions  woiild  be  fcrviceable  to  the  public  ;  but  his  dutf 
demand^  of  him  thefe  obfervations ;  for  this  Reporti  Unlefs  under- 
stood as  he  had  ftated  it.  Would  miflead  the  publip  as  to  the  real 
aflfets  in  the  hands  of  the  Bank. 

With  regard  to  the  debt  of  eleven  millions  from  Government  to 
the  Bank,  the  learned  gentleman  had  made  an  enormous  calculation 
pf  its  value  ;  he  had  ftated  it  to  be  worth  for  fale  near  fiitteen  mil- 
lions. It  was  no  fuch  thing,  unlefs  Government  chufed  to  make 
fhem  a  prefent  of  it ;  it  was  only  an  annuity  of  three  hundred  and 
fhirty  thoufand  a  year,  no  part  of  the  capital  of  which  cdtlld  the 
Bank  be  entitled  to  from  Government  for  fixteen  years.  In  this 
^titerval  they  could  have  only  three  hundred  and  thirty  thoufand 
pounds  a  year.  There  was  alio  a  ftatement  in  the  Report,  which, 
if  not  looked  into,  would  miflead  the  public.  So  far  was  there  from 
being  eleven  millions  as  aflfets  this  day  in  the  hands  of  the  Bank,  it 
,  W^ld  tiot  amount  to  fix  millions ;  but  this  was  only  an  obfervation 
on  the  miftaken  defcription  of  the  afTcts  in  the  hands  of  the  Bank, 
in  which  the  Report  defcHbed  that  to  be  five,  and  the  learned  gen- 
tleman about  ten  millions  more  than  it  Was  worth.  This  miibke 
of  the  Con>mittee  arofe  from  not  fpecifying  the  hature  of  the  debt 
from  Gbverrtment  to  the  Bank  ;  and  the  miftake  of  the  learned 
gentlem?in  arofe  from  not  fecoUedting,  that,  in  this,  Bank  Stock 
4.  per  ceht.  dividend  had  been  added  to  the  original  3  per  cent, 
intereft. 

But  it  fecmcd,  from  the  obfervations  of  the  learned  gentleman, 
that  the  holders  of  Bank  notes  arc  not  the  only  creditors  of  the 
Public  ;  there  arc  others  whofe  claims  arc  of  fuperior  exigency-— 
the  army  imd  the  navy.  That  foldlers,  coming  from  barrslcks 
where  they  can  learn  no  lympathy  with  the  Public  in  any  calamity, 
With  arms  in  their  hands,  and  who  have  to  deal  with  a  Government 
iB^hofe  iyflem  they  know  to  be  terror^  (houU  be  duns,  and  pretty 
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fuccefaful  duns,  he  was  ready  to  admit ;  but  that  their  claims  upon 
the  Bank  of  England  for  fpecie  was  fuperior  to  the  Propnetors  of 
ilock,  or  the  holders  of  Bank  paper,  was  a  propofition  which  ho 
begged  leave  to  deny ;  nor  did  it  ajqiear  that  the  Bank  thought  fo 
previous  to  the  iffuing  of  this  Order  in  Council.  He  a[^rebende(i 
diat  the  firft  duty  of  tbejBank  was  to  keep  faith  wkhlts  own  creditors^ 
for  that  "Was  the  way  for  them  to  fulfil  the  truft  that  was  repofed  in 

^  them,  and  a  deviation  from  which  was  a  public  breach  of  faith. 
But  it  feemed  they  were  in  no  pafe  to  refufe  to  accommodate  the 
public  by  aiding  Government.  They  had  never  done  fo ;  and  if 
they  ihouldy  they  forfeited  their  charter.  How  ftood  that  f^St  ?  Did 
they  not  aduaUy  refufe,  in  the  year  1783,  in  an  inftalment  upon 
the  loan»  by  which  refufal  (locks  fell  14  or  1 5  per  cent.  ?  but  no 
roan  told  them  then,  that  for  that  refiifal  they  (bould  have  their 
^hafter  wrefted  out  of  their  hands.  The  queftion  was.  Whether 
the  Bank  had  not  exceeded  their  duty  upon  this  occafion  r  and  that 
was  a  queftion  which  the  Houfe  (hould  have  clearly  ftated  before 
them  on  the  iace  of  the  tranfadion,  to  form  a  clear  judgement  upon 
it.  There  was  an  aiTertion  of  the  Minifler,  diat  this  proceeding  was 
necefiary,  but  there  was  no  evidence  of  that  neceflity ;  ^nd  how 
could  the  Houfe  proceed  to  givd  a  legiflative.  fandlion  to  a  meafure, 
of  the  neceflity  of  which  there  was  no  proof  before  them  I  It  was 
fiated,  that  if  Government  were  to  pay  the  Bank  five  millions  to- 
morrow, it  would  not  relieve  them  from  the  prefent  preflfurc.  Why 
not  ^  Could  they  not  purchafe  bullion  with  it  ?  Really  this  mode 
of  ibiting  difEculties  he  did  not  underftand  :  but  this  was  a  fyftem 
fraught  with  the  moft  dreadful  evils  ;  it  was  of  the  fame  coropjexion 
as  that  which  laid  the  foundation  of  the  ruin  of  the  French  finances, 
and  led  to  all  the  horrors  which  have  been  fo  much  deplored  in  that 
country.  The  meafure  of  the  z&  in  Council  to  fiop  the  payment 
of  the  Bank,  was  as  violent  as  if  it  had  been  direSed  to  any  banker 

'  or  private  individual  to  lay  hold  of  the  cafh  in  his  coffers,  and  rob. 
him  of  it,  under  the  pretence  that  it  was  intended  for  the  public 
ufe.  TheMinifter  told  us,  the  Committee  had  not  reported  enough 
upon  this  fubjedt.  He  agreed  with  him  they  had  not;  there 
needed  no  ghoft  to  come  from  the  grave  to  tell  what  we  all  knew 
already  ;  and  certainly  they  had  cold  nothing  which  we  did  not  all 
know  already.  But  he  did  not  fee  that  Minifters  had  laid  before 
the  Houfe  any  ground  for  a  bill ;  what  need  had  they  of  a  bill, 
while  it  was  notorious  they  would  proceed  without  it,  and  as  noto^- 
rious,  that  the  Bank  would  obey  them  i  If  they  acted  illegally,  he 
thought  they  ought  to  be  left  to  their  peril ;  there  vras  no  reafon  wh)t 
the  iloufc  fliould  aid  them}  (ince  they  did  not  condclcend  to  give 
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any  proof  of  the  ncceflity  of  their  conduft.  They  had  (hewn  they 
could  commit  robbery  ;  and  as  they  did  not  oiFer  any  evidence  pf  the 
neceflity  of  any  one  thing,  why  fhould  the  Houfe  give  them  leave  to 
bring  in  a  bill  to  indemnify  themfelves  ?  They  ought,  in  his  opinion, 
to  be  left  to  themfelves^  to  go  on  in  their  own  way,  without  the 
fandlion  of  Parliament.  He  warned  the  Houfe  of  the  efFedl  o£' 
giving  to  Minifters  this  facility  of  breaking  the  public  faith ;  it 
would  only  encourage  them  to  treat  all  ideas  of  refponfibility  with 
contempt ;  and  there  was  no  poflibility  of  knowing  where  their 
dcfperation  would  end.  He  believed  that  we  fhould  not  long  be 
able,  after  the  inundation  of  paper  to  which  this  fydem  gave  birth, 
to  flop  them  from  making  Bank  notes  legal  tender,  and  then  adieu 
to  the  appearance  of  fpecie  at  the  Bank,  and  foon  afterwards  to  the 
real  value  of  the  Bank  note.  Thefe  ideas  preiTed  very  much 
upon  his  mind ;  but  as  he  always  wi(hed  to  give  way  to  the 
opinion  of  his  ri^t  honourable  friend  (Mr.  Fox),  who  thought  it 
proper  that  leave  fhould  be  given  to  bring  in  this  bill,  he  (hould 
not  divide  the  Houfe  upon  the  prefent  queftion ;  but  m  the  ftages 
of  this  proceeding  he  Ihould  have  motions  that  (hould  go  with  it 
pari  pajfu. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  obferved,  that  it  was  unncccffary  for  him 
to  fay  much,  (ince  the  honourable  gentleman,  though  he  refufed  to 
give  legiflative  fandlion  to  the  continuation  of  the  prohibition  iflued 
by  the  Council,  allowed  that  he  deemed  it  neceffary — and  while  he 
reprobated  the  meafure  with  his  wonted  acrimoney,  declined  to  ope- 
rate it  by  vote.  He  was  the  lefs  furprifcd  (notwithdanding  the 
honourable  gentleman's  language)  fince  he  had  gone  fo  far  as  to 
agree  that  the  Report  of  the  Committee  faid  nothing  new — a  re- 
port which  dated  the  neceflity  of  the  meafure — becaufe  as  the  ho- 
nourable gentleman  had  himfelf  allowed;  that  he  knew  when 
once  the  meafure  was  taken,  the  neceflity  for  it  would  continue, 
yet  he  had  endeavoured  to  perfuade  the  Houfe  to  a6l  contrary 
to  it. 

The  honourable  gentleman  had  faid,  that  he  difliked  the  mea- 
fure, becaufe  it  implied  a  vindication  of  Minifters.  He  begged 
leave  to  fct  the  honourable  gentleman  at  eafe  on  that  head,  and  to 
difclaim  all  ideas  of  fuch  implied  vindication.  All  he  would  fay 
was,  that  if  the  reftridlion  was  to  be  continued,  it  was  better  to 
continue  it  by  law  than  without  fuch  fan£tion.  As  to  the  other 
part,  nothing  was  called  for  but  an  inquiry  to  afcertain  whether  ne- 
ceflity had  induced  jthe  meafure,  and  from  the  refult  to  pronounce 
on  the  gullti  or  the  innocence,  of  Minifters.     If  the  Houfe  wer6 
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fatisfied  the  meafure  muft  be  continued— that  they  could  not  judge 
Minifters  but  by  inquiry^  and  that  by  this  meafure  they  did  not  pre- 
judge them,  the  (hort  quefiion  which  remained  for  confideration 
was,  whether  they  would  continue  the  meafure  with  or  without 
law  ?  A  good  deal  of  allufion  had  been  made  tp  the  advances  of 
the  Bank  to  Government,  as  chiefly  creating  the  necefTity  for  the 
Minute  of  Council  of  the  26th  of  February.  To  whatever  degree 
tbofe  advances  might  have  contributed  to  that  neceffityy  would  be 
a  fubjed  for  future  diicuflion ;  but  in  the  mean  time  he  muft 
again  repeat  that  thofe  advances  were  not  peculiar  to  the  period  of 
his  Adminiftration,  but  had  been  going  on  for  a  great  length  of 
time,  and  had  not  been  felt  to  be  any  hardihip  or  inconvenience  to 
the  Bank.  A  coniiderable  part  of  them  were  floating  advances 
under  the  title  of  anticipation  of  Land  and  Malt,  of  Exchequer  Bills 
which  were  iffued  from  time  to*  time,  and  the  Bank  received  thefc 
advances  back  again  gradually  as  the  revenue  came  in  ;  but  the 
whole  of  this  would  be  matter  of  difcuflfion  when  the  Secret  Com- 
mittee which  he  propofed  to  be  revived  fhould  make  their  Report 
to  the  Houfe.  With  refpedt  to  the  proportion  which  the  ho^- 
nourable  gentleman  iigniBcd  his  intention  of  bringing  forward  on 
the  following  day,  it  certainly  could  not  fuperfede  the  neccflity 
of  fome  immediate  remedy,  which  mu{l  be  applied  in  the  prefcnc 
jun6!ure. 

Mr.  FOX  faid,  that  in  differing  from  his  honourable  friend  (Mr. 
Sheridan)  as  to  the  propriety  of  voting  for  the  introduSion-of  this 
bill,  it  was  a  difference  merely  as  to  propriety,  and  not  to  principle. 
He  believed  it  to  be  impofiible  that  they  fliould  ever  differ  upon 
any  conflitutional  principle  whatever.  It  was  certainly  moft  tru^ 
that  in  pafTmg  this  bill  they  were  to  ena£t  robbery  and  fraud,  for 
robbery  and  fraud  it  wa^  in  diredl  and  heinous  characters  ;  but  die 
mpafure  of  the  26th  of  February  had  made  it  an  imperious  necefTity 
that  the  ill^al  Order  of  the  Council,  which  had  been  illegally 
obeyed,  fhould  now  be  continued  for  a  limited  time  by  the  force  of 
a  (^tute.  They  were  in  truth  deprived  of  the  powers  of  delibera- 
;tton.  However  wantonly  the  meafure  of  the  26th  of  February  had 
been  adopted,  its  execution  made  a  necefTity  for  its  continuance. 
All  the  other  arguments  of  his  honourable  friend  he  fully  adr^tcd; 
and  again  he  muft  repeat,  that  in  giving  his  affent  to  the  introduc* 
tion  of  this  bill,  he  neither  paffed  an  indemnity  on  the  Council  for 
iftuing  the  Order,  nor  on  the  Bank  for  obeying  it*  The  reafons 
given  by  the  learned  gentleman  (the  Solicitor  General)  in  juftifica- 
tion  of  the  meafurp,  and  his  defcription  of  the  character  of  the 
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Bank,  were  additional  grounds  of  apprehenfion  to  his  mind^  and 
would  give  very  ferious  alarms  to  the  country.  According  to  his 
dodlrine,  the  public  eftabliihment  of  the  Bank  was  the  creature  ^of 
Government,  over,  which  they  might  excrcifc  whatever  power  the 
policy  of  the  moment  might  deflate,  for  it  was  originally  created 
for  their  ufe,  and  to  be  obedient  to  their  pleafure.  What  an  idea 
to  put  forth  to  the  country  1  Not  content  with  this  general  doc? 
trine,  which  identified  the  Bank  with  Government,  he  had  gone 
further,  and  had  juftified  the  interference  of  the  State,  by  aflerting 
that  the  (topping  of  the  money  of  individuals  was  a  meafure  of  wif- 
dom,  ufeful  even  to  the  creditors  themfelves,  becaufe  it  ultimately  ' 
tended  to  their  fecurity  !  According  to  this  dodrine  they  might  dif* 
penfe  with  all  the  laws  which  had  been  enaded  fur  the  fecurity  of 
the  national  creditor,  on  the  mere  pretext  that  they  thereby  oonfulted 
his  ultimate  fafety.  On  this  pretext  they  might  lay  a  tax  upon 
the  funds  to-morrow,  thou^  the  law  had  fecurcd  them  to  be  paid 
in  money  to  the  creditors  ;  but  this  new  reafon  of  policy  would 
juftify  the  proceeding  by  informing  the  creditors  that  they  had  no 
other  means  of  providing  for  their  fecurity.  I;Ie  deprecated  all 
thefe  falfe  and  fatal  do6trines,  all  thefe  deviations  from  the  itmpli« 
dty  of  reditude,  from  the  morals  of  the  Conftitution.  They  were 
as  deteftable  in  their  charadier  as  they  muft  be  inefFe£tual  in  their 
praSicCp  They  would  ferve  only  to  plunge  us  in  ignominy  as  they 
precipitated  us  to  ruin,  and  leave  us  bankrupts  in  fame,  as  well  as 
fortune.  Such  ever  muft  be  the  confequence'of  (hratagems  that 
counterafted  principles.  It  was  not  merely  to  be  afcribed  to  the 
impotence  of  the  prefent  Minifter  that  all ,  his  expedients  for  the 
)aft  fourteen  months  had  bnly  tended  to  aggravate  the  calamity 
which  they  afFeded  to  cure  ;  it  was  a  certain  confequence  from  the 
incapacity  of  human  nature  whenever  man  attempted  by  fubterfuges, 
arts,  and  contrivances,  to  counteract  the  eternal  and  invariable 
principles  of  truth  and  juftice,  he  never  failed  to  expofe  his  pre- 
fumptuous  folly,  and  to  entangle  himfelf  more  and  more  in  the 
labyrinth  of  error.  It  was  wonderful  that  the  right  honourable 
gentleman,  looking  back  to  the  fate  of  all  his  intentions  and  arti- 
fices, fhould  ftill  have  confidence  in  his  own  powers,  or  in  any 
powers ;  as  if  it  were  poiTible  for  the  united  wifdom  of  man* 
kind,  by  ftratageiss  and  expedients,  to  prevail  over  the  certain 
dFcSs  of  an  expenditure,  b^ond  the  powers  and  ability  of  the 
lution.     . 

Mr.  W.  SMITH  acknowledged  that  he  entertained  no  doubts 
as  to  the  folvency  of  the  Bank  ;  but  he  could  by  no  means  agxo 
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with  the  Solicitor  Genetal  in  his  flatemcnt  of  the  ConfKtudon  of 
the  Bank.  He  (hewed,  from  a  number  of  claufes  in  all  the  afis 
of  Parliament  relating  to  the  Bank,  that  the  defcription  which  the. 
Solicitor  General  had  given  of  the  Charter  of  the  Bank  was  utterly 
unfounded^  and  that  there  was  a  confufion  in  his  ideas  about  it 
which  muft  ftrike  the  Houfe  with  aAoniflimenty  as  coming  from 
a  gentleman  of  his  profefllonal  eminence.  So  far  (com  the  Bank 
being  the  creature  of  Government^  in  all  the  z€ts  of  Pariiament 
their  independence  had  been  recognized.  In  the  7th  of  Queen 
Anne  the  words  were,  **  that  they  had  confented  to  admit  a  num- 
ber of  new  proprietors,  in  order  to  accommodate  Government  with 
a  loan."  In  the  1 2th  of  Queen  Anne  the  words  were,  "  they  arc 
willing  to  undertake  the  circulation  of  Exchequer  Bills."  It  was 
mod  material  that  this  alarming  dodrine  of  a  crown  lawyer  (hould 
be  directly  refuted.  The  original  fubfcribers  had  not,  in  his  opinion, 
the  public  fcrvice  in  view  fo  much  as  their  own  pecuniar}'  tnterefts  ; 
and  every  fubfequent  z&  which  had  been*  paflfed,  by  which  money 
had  been  borrowed  froip  the  Bank,  (hewed  that  the  ideas  of  Par- 
liament correfponded  with  this  opinion,  and  contradicted  the  argu- 
ment of  the  learned  gentleman,  Parliament  had  never  aiTumed  a 
didatorial  controul  over  the  pecuniary  concerns  of  the  Bank.  Terms 
on  which  money  was  propofed  to  be  borrowed,  had  repeatedly  been 
offered  to  the  Gov^nment  and  Company,  but  had  never  been  im- 
pofed  upon  them.  Mr.  Smith  denied  that  the  Governors  of  the 
Bank  were  warranted  to  facrifice  the  intcreft  of  the  Bank  Proprie- 
tors to  that  of  the  public ;  as  good  patriots,  and  in  point  of  national 
policy,  they  might,  indeed,  be  induced  to  run  fome  rifks  for  the  pub- 
lic good,  but  the  immediate  object  with  which  they  were  entru(ted, 
and  which  they  were  immediately  bound  to  take  care  of,  was  the 
intereft  of  the  Proprietors  of  Bank  Stock.  The  premium  which 
the  Bank  gave  to  the  public  for  the  renewal  of  its  charter,  was  not 
to  compromife  its  intcrefls  with  the  public,  but  it  was  a  benefit  con- 
ferred on  the  latter,  in  virtue  of  which  the  Directors  were  em- 
powered to  purfue  the  concerns  of  the  Bank,  as  might  be  moft  for 
the  intereft  of  the  Proprietors.  Mr.  Smith  declared,  that  jf  the 
s^  which  had  been  forced  upon  the  Bank  by  the  Ordeir  of  Council, 
had  been  the  Company's  own  a£t  and  deed,  it  could  never  have  re- 
covered the  (hock  ;  but,  as  it  was,  he  had  little  doubt  but  it  would 
retrieve  its  credit.  Not  that  he  confidered  the  City  AfTociation  of 
Merchants  as  any  criterion,  or  proof  of  the  credit  in  which  the  Bank 
ftood  with  the  public,  for  he  averred  that  that  Aifociation  would 
have  figned  the  paper  they  did,  even  if  they  had  known  that  thft 
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Bank  would  not  pay,  becaufc  tficy  knew  ihcy  wanted  difcounts  con* 
tinually,  and  the  Bank  mull  fumifh  them  with  thofc  difcounts,  and 
that  it  was  at  all  events  their  intereft  to  fupport  tTie  Bank. 

Sir  JOHN  SINCLAIR  propofed  to  leave  out  the  words,  «  to 
confirm,"  and  to  make  the  title  of  die  bill  only  to  continue  the 
meafure  of  the  Council.  - 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  the  word  «  confirm"  was  cffen- 
tiaU  as  the  meafure  itfelf  had  been  confeflfedly  illegal. 

The  motion  was  them  put  for  leave  to  bring  in  the  1)111,  which 
was  carried  without  a  divifion. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  then  moved,  **  That  the  Se- 
cret Committee  for  inquiring  into  the  affairs  of  the  Bank,  be  re- 
vived, and  that  it  fhould  be  referred  to  the  fame  Secret  Committee 
t0  Inquire  into  the  caufes  which  had  produced  the  Order  of  Council, 
and  their  opinion  of  the  neceffity  of  that  meafure." 

Mr.  FOX  faid,  that  he  (hould  certainly  give  his  negative  to  the 
revival  of  this  Committee,  conftitutcd  as  it  had  been.  He  had 
given  his  rcafons  plainly.  ^  A  Committee  by  ballot  to  inquire  into 
the  condudl  of  His  Majefty's  Miniftcrs  in  a  m<*afure  that  ftruck  a 
blow  at  the  vitals  of  the  country,  from  which  perhaps  all  the  wifdom 
and  energy  of  the  nation  would  be  unequal  to  recover  us,  was  not 
the  fort  of  Committee  which  cither  would  or  ought  to  fatisfy  the 
nation.  This  was  not  a  time  to  fport  with  meafures  of  inquiry  ; 
this  was  not  a  time  to  (belter  any  fet  of  Miniflers  under  abufes  that 
were  difgraceful  to  Parliament.  It  was  a  thing '  notorious  that  a 
ballot  was  a  fhameful  ftratagem  by  which  a  Miniilcr  appointed  his 
own  judges.  There  was  a  ftrvility  in  that  Houfe  in  the  laft  Par- 
liament which  had  enabled  the  Minifler  to  evade  all  inquiry,  and  it 
was  notorious  that  that  fervility  went  the  length  of  adopting  one  ge- 
neral lift  of  names  prepared  and  packed  for  the  purpofe  of  a  ballot. 
The  Committee  which  it  was  prc^fed  to  revive  had  been  fo  ap- 
pointed, to  fuch  a  Committee  he  muft  obje£l,  and  he  (hould  take 
their  fenfe  upon  the  queftion.  At  the  fame  time  he  thought  it  ne- 
^e(rary  to  ftate,  that  if  he  (hould  fucceed  in  delivering  the  Houfe 
from  the  obloquy  of  obedience  to  the  right  honourable  gentleman's 
motiort,  he  (hould  certainly  propofe  a  Committee  for  the  fame  pur- 
pofes,  to  be  appointed  by  nomination. 
.  Mr.  GREY  faid  that  he  felt  a  delicacy  on  the  prefent  fubjeft, 
which  he  was  dcflrous  to  (ht«  before  they  proceeded  to  the  quel^ion. 
It  was  perefedlly  underftood,  that  the  nature  of  a  Secret  Committee 
of  that  Houfe  went  only  to  impofe  upon  its  Members  that  degree  of 
fecrecy  on  the  matters  that  came  before  them,  which  their  own  dif- 
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cretlon  might  think  proper.  There  was  no  qbligatton  of  fecrecy. 
It  was  not  any  divulging  of  the  matter  that  came  before  them  to 
fay  that  a  majority  lof  the  Committee  were  of  opinion  that  the  mea* 
furcof  the  26th  of  February  was  called  for  byneccflity,  and  that 
the  caufes  of  the  predicament  ju(lifie<!  Government  in.  the  meafure*  j 

He,  however,  did  not  agree  with  the  majority ;  he  was  not  fatistiof  | 

with  the  evidence  which  fatisficd  them  ;  he  wanted  a  more  circum- 
fl;intial  inquiry,  in  which  they  did  not  acquiefcc.  The  rcfult  of 
^is  diflerence  of  opinion  was,  that  they  finally  agreed  upon  the  re- 
port now  on  the  table,  in  which  they  had  avoided  all  vvords  that 
tended  to  give  any  opinion  as  to  the  neceflfity,  cur  the  caufos  that  pro- 
duced it.  Now  he  fubmittcd  to  the  Committee  with  what  pro* 
priety,  or  to  what  good  purpofe,  this  Committee  could  be  revived, 
pr,  at  leaft,  why  his  name  fliould  be  left  on  it.  The  majority  that 
had  been  convinced  without  farther  inquiry,  would  be  convinced 
fiill ;  and  he  vfho  could  not  deliver  up  his  confcience  and  his  honour, 
mud  retain  the  opinion  which  he  had  formed  on  the  deliberate  ex- 
amrnatioQ  of  all  that  had  been  brought  b<^e  them. 

Mr.  BASTARD  dcfired  to  know  if  any  Member  of  the  Con)* 
mitte  might  be  omitted  or  changed  P 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  by  tKe  rules  of  Parliament, 
they^tnuft  have  the  wliole  of  the  Committee  or  none. 

Mr.  DENT  defired  to  know  of  Mr.  Grey  why,  if  he  was  not 
(atisfied  with  the  evidence  that  had  been  brought  before  them,  h€ 
bad  not  called  for  more  ? 

Mr.  GREY  anfwered,  that  that  was  a  que(^ion  which  he  mud 
put  to  the  majority  of  the  Committee.  Ke  was  not  fatisfied*-- 
they  were. 

Mr.  DENT  could  not  fee  that  this  was  an  anfwer  to  hif 
qucfiion.  Why  did  he  not  perfevere  in  demanding  more  evi- 
dence. 

Mr.  GREY  faid,  he  muft  addrefs  thefe  queftions  to  his  friends 
on  the  Treafury  Bench. 

After  a  few  mcwe  words,  the  Committee  divided — Ayes,  174  J 
Noes,  65. 

The  Secret  Committee  was  therefore  revived.  ' 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  then  renewed  the  motion  which  he  had  made 
before,  that  the  right  honourable  Charle?  James  Fox  be  added  to 
t\\c  Committee.  He  did  it,  he  faid,  ^from  the  perfuafion  that  hi$ 
,  unpirallelcd  talents  and  cftablifhed  integrity  would  point  him  out  to 
all  England  as  the  ipan  to  whom  an  inquiry  fo  important  ought  to 
be  committed.     He  was  fure  that,  if  the  Bank  themfelves  had  th# 
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